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Introduction 


By 1860, America’s uneasy coexistence with slavery was headed for a violent and dra¬ 
matic denouement. The election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency in November 
proved a catalyst that unleashed long-suppressed urgings for secession among the 
Southern polity. Commencing with South Carolina in December, the national union 
quickly unraveled as a majority of slave-holding states voted to end their association 
with the United States voluntarily, much as the thirteen colonies had departed the 
British Empire in 1776. Lincoln, who had never campaigned to abolish the “peculiar 
institution” and, instead, had sought merely to contain it, suddenly confronted a 
crisis that neither he nor the nation had ever envisioned and for which they were 
certainly unprepared. The new Confederate States of America underscored its deter¬ 
mination to achieve national sovereignty by firing on the Union garrison at Fort 
Sumter, Charleston, in April 1861. This singular act in and of itself became an imme¬ 
diate catalyst for Northern opinion. Heretofore hesitant as to civil conflict. North¬ 
ern sentiment suddenly fell in lockstep behind the president in a war to preserve 
America. The ensuing conflagration proved bigger, more costly, and ultimately more 
cleansing than any of the contestants could have imagined in the balmy days prior 
to Bull Run, when myriads of raw recruits merrily tramped off in gaudy uniforms 
to martial music, beneath flowing banners. By the time the guns fell silent four years 
later, more than 620,000 of them lay dead, a bigger toll than that exacted in World 
War 11. Large swaths of the South lay in ruins with cities gutted, thousands displaced, 
and grinding poverty a common lot for years to come. Yet the incubus of slavery 
had finally been expunged from the political landscape and exchanged for citizen¬ 
ship under a constitution that trumpeted equality for all. But the magnitude of the 
slaughter and the inspiring heroics and willing sacrifice on both sides forever seared 
America’s consciousness. Appreciably, the Civil War remains a topic of continuing 
fascination and seemingly endless discourse, as exemplified by the sheer volume of 
books, essays, and movies produced annually on the subject. 

The book you hold is designed to highlight military facets and occurrences as 
they transpired in the United States throughout the period 1861-65. Due to the 
sheer scope of events covered and constraints on word length, only passing refer¬ 
ences can be made to events in other spheres such as politics and diplomacy. In 
essaying this task, 1 chose a relatively conventional format made up of two distinct 
but integral parts. The first is a near-daily almanac of happenings arrayed along 
a topical/geographical axis. Because the thrust of this almanac is preponderantly 
military in tenor, great emphasis is paid to recording battles and skirmishes on 
land, significant troop movements, promotions or demotions of leading personnel. 
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and the capture of individual vessels at sea. Daily subject content varies as to actual 
events recorded, but in cases in which more than one event transpires the invari¬ 
able order is diplomacy, politics. North, South, West, Southwest, and naval. Given 
the expanse of the conflict, some explanation of geographical boundaries is also in 
order. North refers to Union states from Maryland to Vermont; South covers the 
Confederacy from Virginia to Florida and then Southern states as far as Louisiana; 
the West begins at the Shenandoah Valley and extends across the northern tier of 
the Middle South to regions astride the Mississippi River. Southwest refers to Texas, 
California, and the Indian Territory. Naval includes both actions at sea and on and 
along numerous inland waterways. The second part of this book consists of a bio¬ 
graphical dictionary containing 107 detailed sketches of military and naval figures 
associated (Lincoln and Davis are included because of their roles as commander 
in chief) with this war. All entries are uniform in style and consist of a name, title, 
dates, text, and bibliography. Special care has also been given to the selection of 
photos chosen to insure good visuals and subjects in military, not civilian, attire. 
Textual cross-references, where relevant, then are indicated by small capital letters. 
In sum, this book is especially designed to afford prospective users immediate access 
to chronological data, with varying degrees of useful detail contingent upon relative 
significance, while the biographies proffer a useful cross-section of notable person¬ 
alities relevant to the military equation, 1861-65. 

The Civil War remains a perennially popular topic for reference books, and library 
shelves abound with almanaclike publications. However, most share an Achilles’ heel 
in that they either contain outdated bibliographic citations or lack them completely. 
By contrast, I feel it incumbent as an author of reference books to list only the very 
latest scholarship available, seeing how older items usually are cited in their bibliog¬ 
raphies and footnotes anyway. I achieve this by repeatedly combing the Library of 
Congress and WorldCat Web sites, along with frequent forays into periodical data¬ 
bases found at any college library. Inquiring minds are thereby exposed to rich and 
varied sources such as master’s theses and doctoral dissertations in addition to more 
traditional materials such as books and articles. Readers can thus enjoy the fullest 
and most recent intellectual discourse on events and personages covered in this book. 
Moreover, I also append a detailed bibliography of the very latest Civil War publica¬ 
tions, 2000-05, listing materials that would not fit logically in the essays. These two 
compilations, mutually exclusive, render this almanac very much a reference source 
for 21st-century scholars, students, or general readers. 

I hope that the Civil War Almanac will promote a chronological sense for the 
complex interplay of strategic events and tactical variables on land and sea, 1861- 
65, that took place in the course of so large and protracted a struggle. It will go far 
to update or replace existing volumes on the topic and bring to the attention of stu¬ 
dents and scholars the latest trends in scholarship. I wish to thank my editor, Owen 
Lancer, for calling this project to my attention. I found it challenging to research and 
daunting to compile; in sum, it has been a valuable learning experience for myself 
and one for which I am very grateful. 


—John C. Fredriksen, Ph.D. 
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1860_ 

February 1 

Politics: After 44 ballots, Democrat WUliam F. Pennington emerges as Speaker of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. He does so only after the withdrawal of fellow 
Democrat lohn Sherman, whose own candidacy was hobbled by his endorsement of 
an antislavery tract. The contest highlights growing factionalism within the Demo¬ 
cratic Party over that “peculiar institution.” 

February 2 

Politics: Senator Jefferson Davis of Mississippi introduces extreme resolutions 
defending the legality of slavery in both slaves states and the territories, which also 
guarantee the return of fugitive slaves to rightful owners. 

February 23 

Politics: The Kansas Territorial Legislature adopts the antislavery Wynadotte Con¬ 
stitution over the veto of Governor Samuel Medary. 

February 27 

Politics: Abraham Lincoln, speaking at New York’s Cooper Union in his first mem¬ 
orable eastern address, strongly denounces the extremism of “popular sovereignty” 
and remains conciliatory and reassuring toward the South. However, he reiterates 
his adamant opposition toward the extension of slavery in the territories. 

April 23-May 3 

Politics: In the face of a mounting sectional schism, the Democratic Party holds its 
nominating convention at Charleston, South Carolina. However, when the major¬ 
ity fails to approve a territorial slave code, representatives from Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and South Carolina withdraw in protest on April 30. 
The remaining participants, unable to muster a two-thirds majority behind any one 
candidate, vote instead to adjourn and reassemble on June 18. 

May 9-10 

Politics: Baltimore, Maryland, is the site of the Constitutional Union Party nomi¬ 
nating convention; this entity is formed from remnants of the American and Whig 
parties. They choose John Bell of Tennessee as their candidate for president with 
Edward Everett of Massachusetts as his vice president. They also strongly denounce 
sectionalism and secessionism. 
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May 16 

Politics: The Republican Party convenes its nominating convention in Chicago, 
Illinois. The leading candidate, WiUiam H. Seward, is regarded as too radical on the 
issue of abolition, so he succumbs on the third ballot to Abraham Lincoln of Illinois. 
Hannibal Hamlin of Maine is then selected as vice president. Lincoln triumphs by 
positing himself as a moderate on the subject of slavery; he opposes its expansion 
into the territories but pledges not to interfere where it already exists. 

May 24-25 

Politics: The U.S. Senate, controlled 36 to 26 by the Democrats, adopts Senator 
Jefferson Davis’s proslavery resolutions. However, the acrimony this engenders only 
widens the rift between northern and southern delegates, particularly within the 
Democratic Party. 

June 11 

Politics: Southern Democrats who abandoned the party convention in Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, assemble in Richmond, Virginia, to plan a strategy session. 
They vote to reconvene again in Baltimore on the 28th. 

June 18-23 

Politics: The Democratic Party reconvenes its nominating convention in Bal¬ 
timore, Maryland, in the absence of many Southern delegates. They nonetheless 
nominate Stephen A. Douglas for president with Herschel V. Johnson of Georgia 
as his vice presidential running mate. Their platform also endorses the notion of 
“popular sovereignty” in the territories. 

June 28 

Politics: Southern delegates, who previously had absented themselves from the 
Democratic Party convention, likewise convene in Baltimore, Maryland, as National 
Democrats. They nominate former vice president John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky 
as their standard-bearer with Joseph Lane of Oregon as vice president; the party’s 
platform unequivocally supports the expansion of slavery into the territories. 

August 31 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State Lewis Cass, alarmed by a major French incursion 
into Mexico, warns the government of Napoleon III that military occupation of that 
country is unacceptable to the United States. 

November 6 

Politics: Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin win the presidential contest 
by carrying 18 free states with 1,866,452 popular votes and 180 electoral votes— 
although none are from Southern states. The Northern Democratic ticket of Ste¬ 
phen A. Douglas and Herschel V. Johnson registers second with 1,376,957 votes 
and 12 electoral votes while the competing Southern Democratic ticket of John C. 
Breckinridge and Joseph Lane are third with 11 slave states, 849,781 votes, and 72 
electoral votes. Finishing fourth is the Constitutional Unionist ticket of John Bell 
and Edward Everett with 588,879 popular votes and 39 electoral votes. Lincoln’s 
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triumph proves short-lived and precipi¬ 
tates secessionist tremors throughout the 
South. 

November 7 

Politics: Defiant authorities in Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, take umbrage over 
Abraham Lincoln’s recent victory; they 
raise the traditional Palmetto flag over 
the city and detain a U.S. officer caught 
in the act of transferring military sup¬ 
plies from the Charleston arsenal to Fort 
Moultrie. 



November 9 

Politics: President James Buchanan 
summons his very divided cabinet to dis¬ 
cuss the possible secession crisis. North¬ 
erners Lewis Cass, Jeremiah S. Black, 
and Joseph Holt clearly favor preserving 
the Union by armed force if necessary, 
whereas Southerners Howell Cobb, Jacob 
Thompson, and John B. Floyd oppose 
military intervention of any kind. 

South: Partisans in Charleston, South 
Carolina, attempt to seize U.S. arms 
stored at Fort Moultrie. A campaign banner for Republican candidates Abraham Lincoln 

and Hannibal Hamlin, printed in Harper’s Weekly (Library of 
November 10 Congress) 

Politics: The South Carolina legislature 
reacts to Abraham Lincoln’s victory by 

authorizing a convention to contemplate secession from the Union. Senators James 
Chestnut and James H. Hammond from that state also resign from the government. 


November 13 

Politics: The South Carolina legislature authorizes raising 10,000 volunteers to 
defend the state from a possible invasion by U.S. forces. 

November 14 

Politics: Georgia congressman Alexander H. Stephens addresses the state legisla¬ 
ture at Milledgeville and implores them to oppose secession and uphold constitu¬ 
tional law. 

November 15 

South: Major Robert Anderson, U.S. Army, himself a Southerner and sympathetic 
toward the issue of slavery, is ordered to take command of the garrison at Fort 
Moultrie in Charleston Harbor. 
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Naval: Lieutenant Thomas A. Craven, commanding naval installations at Key West, 
Florida, orders landing parties to secure nearby Forts Taylor and Jefferson against 
possible seizure by “bands of lawless men.” 

November 18 

Politics: The Georgia legislature, following South Carolina’s lead, procures $1 mil¬ 
lion to purchase arms and begin to train troops. 

November 20 

Politics: President Buchanan is advised by Attorney General Jeremiah S. Black of 
his obligation to protect public property from illegal seizure and of the necessity of 
refraining from military force unless violence is initiated by the secessionists. Fie is 
further counseled not to wage offensive warfare against rebellious states but rather 
to rely on the courts to uphold the law. 

November 23 

South: Major Robert Anderson reports on the defensive weaknesses of Fort Moult¬ 
rie, Charleston Harbor, and suggests transferring the garrison to nearby Fort Sum¬ 
ter, offshore. 

November 30 

Politics: The Mississippi state legislature begins to draw up articles of secession. 

December 1 

Politics: The Florida legislature convenes in order to ponder and debate the grow¬ 
ing sectional crisis. 

December 3 

Politics: The 36th Congress convenes its second session in Washington, D.C. 

December 4 

Politics: President James Buchanan makes his final State of the Union message to 
Congress, noting with trepidation that different sections of the Union were “now 
arrayed against each other.” He attributes the mounting crisis to the machinations 
of free states, and he questions the constitutionality of using military force to inter¬ 
fere with secession. Buchanan nonetheless opposes secession, despite his strong 
sympathies for the South. 

December 5 

Politics: President-elect Abraham Lincoln strongly rebukes President James 
Buchanan’s recent State of the Union address. 

December 6 

Politics: The House of Representatives appoints the Committee of Thirty-Three, 
with one member representing each state, to discuss the present crisis and to suggest 
possible solutions. 

December 8 

Politics: Secretary of the Treasury Howell Cobb, a Georgian, feels that secession 
is inevitable at this juncture and tenders his resignation. He is succeeded briefly by 
Philip F. Thomas of Maryland. 
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President-elect Abraham Lincoln approaches political rival William H. Seward 
and asks him to serve as secretary of state under his new administration. Seward 
readily agrees, although less out of altruism than from a sense that the “incom¬ 
petent” Lincoln needed an experienced politician to serve as his de facto “prime 
minister.” 

December 10 

Politics: A delegation of South Carolinians meets with President James Buchanan 
in Washington, D.C., assuring him that U.S. troops and installations will not be dis¬ 
turbed in the event of secession. The president remains unconvinced and begins to 
mobilize military resources for action. Buchanan continues wrestling with the issue 
of dispatching reinforcements to the South, however. 

The South Carolina legislature endorses a secession convention that is set to 
convene in Columbia on December 17. 

December 11 

South: Major Don C. Buell arrives at Fort Moultrie, Charleston Harbor, with 
instructions from the War Department for Major Robert Anderson. Apparently, 
Secretary of War John B. Floyd, a Virginian, refuses to dispatch reinforcements there 
to avoid provoking a confrontation. 

December 12 

Politics: Secretary of State Lewis Cass, furious over President James Buchanan’s 
unwillingness to send military reinforcements and protect military installations in 
Charleston, South Carolina, resigns in protest. 

The Committee of Thirty-Three, meeting in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
concocts more than 30 well-intentioned suggestions for avoiding war and seces¬ 
sion—none of which prove viable. 

December 13 

Politics: President James Buchanan declines to send reinforcements to Fort Sum¬ 
ter, South Carolina, despite the urging of several cabinet members. 

In Washington, D.C., seven senators and 23 representatives from across the 
South sign a manifesto encouraging secession and independence. 

December 14 

Politics: The Georgia state legislature entreats Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, and 
South Carolina to appoint delegates for a possible secession convention. All will¬ 
ingly comply. 

December 17 

Politics: The secession convention convenes in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Attorney General Jeremiah S. Black, a close confidant of President James Buchanan, 
is appointed as temporary secretary of state to succeed Lewis Cass. However, Black 
cannot prevail on Buchanan to reinforce the threatened posts; the president is con¬ 
vinced that the Southern polity will be more pliable if new troops are withheld. 

December 18 

Politics: In an attempt to stave off violence and conciliate Southerners, Senator 
John J. Crittenden of Kentucky promulgates the Crittenden Compromise, restrict- 
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ing slavery to the boundaries of the old Missouri Compromise (1819) and extend¬ 
ing that line across the continent. Slavery is thus kept out of northern territories, 
but otherwise the “peculiar institution” is left intact. Significantly, President-elect 
Abraham Lincoln opposes the measure. 

December 19 

Politics: Delegates to the South Carolina Convention declare that no Federal sol¬ 
diers can be sent to the forts in Charleston Harbor. 

December 20 

Politics: In light of the mounting sectional crisis, the U.S. Senate appoints the 
Committee of Thirteen to investigate state affairs and seek possible solutions. 

Democrat Edward M. Stanton is appointed attorney general to replace Jeremiah 
S. Black. 

The South Carolina State Convention meeting at Charleston votes 169 to 0— 
unanimously—to secede from the United States, declaring all prior associations 
with that entity nuU and void. This single act sets in motion a chain of events cul¬ 
minating in a mammoth military confrontation between North and South. Charles¬ 
ton’s inhabitants nonetheless slip into near-delirious celebrations. 

December 22 

Politics: The South Carolina State Convention demands that the federal govern¬ 
ment yield control of Fort Moultrie, Fort Sumter, and the U.S. arsenal in Charleston 
to state authorities. Three commissioners are then dispatched to Washington, D.C., 
to reiterate those demands. 

December 24 

Politics: Governor Francis W. Pickens of South Carolina declares his state free and 
independent from the United States, consistent with the “Declaration of Immediate 
Causes” issued by the convention. 

In Washington, D.C., Senator William J. Seward proffers a last-minute constitu¬ 
tional amendment mandating that Congress must not interfere with slavery as it exists 
in the states. He also seeks jury trials for any fugitive slaves apprehended in free states. 

December 26 

South: Major Robert Anderson, commanding the Union garrison at Fort Moult¬ 
rie, South Carolina, remains cognizant of the dangers to his command. Henceforth, 
under the cover of darkness, he surreptitiously transfers soldiers from the mainland 
to the more defensible position at nearby Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. This is a 
large, pentagonal-shaped, casemate (brick) structure that was first constructed on an 
artificial island in 1829 but never was completed fully. Anderson also undertakes his 
move without prior authorization from Secretary of War John B. FJoyd. Once situ¬ 
ated, his soldiers begin to mount cannons and to strengthen their defensive works. 

December 27 

Politics: President James Buchanan expresses his surprise and regrets to Southern 
congressmen that the garrison of Charleston shifted itself to Fort Sumter, but he 
declines ordering them back to the mainland. 
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South: South Carolina state forces occupy Fort Moultrie and Castle Pinckney in 
Charleston Harbor. This constitutes the first overt act of military aggression against 
the U.S. government. 

Naval: South Carolina forces seize the U.S. revenue cutter William Aiken in Charles¬ 
ton Harbor. 

December 28 

Politics: A South Carolina delegation arrives in Washington, D.C., demanding 
that President James Buchanan transfer all Federal troops from Charleston. He 
receives them only as private citizens and again declines all demands for removing 
U.S. troops. Meanwhile, General in Chief Winfield Scott opposes abandoning the 
fort and urges Secretary of War John B. Floyd to dispatch immediate supplies and 
reinforcements. 

December 29 

Politics: President James Buchanan requests and receives the resignation of Sec¬ 
retary of War John B. Floyd after Floyd insists on removing Federal forces from 
Charleston, South Carolina, and the president declines. 

December 30 

Politics: Continuing seizure of Federal property by South Carolina authorities 
prompts threats of additional resignations among President James Buchanan’s cabi¬ 
net if he fails to take more forceful action. 

South: The U.S. arsenal at Charleston, South Carolina, is seized by state forces. 
They also occupy all remaining Federal property in the city save one—Fort Sumter 
in the harbor. 

December 31 

Politics: Postmaster General Joseph Holt is appointed acting secretary of war fol¬ 
lowing the resignation of John B. Floyd. President James Buchanan also refuses 
another demand by South Carolina commissioners to withdraw Federal troops 
from Charleston. Upon repeated insistence by Secretary of State Jeremiah S. Black, 
he finally and reluctantly orders the army and navy departments to mobilize troops 
and ships for the relief of Fort Sumter. Lines are being drawn inexorably in the sand 
and will have to be crossed soon. 

The Senate Committee of Thirteen fails to reach agreement on any possible 
political solutions, including the so-called “Crittenden Compromise.” 

1861 

January 2 

Politics: President James Buchanan refuses to accept a letter from the South 
Carolina commissioners. The nominally sympathetic executive then instructs that 
preparations be made to reinforce the garrison at Fort Sumter, Charleston. Gen¬ 
eral Winfield Scott then prevails upon the president to dispatch reinforcements by 
means of a civilian steamer, which would arrive more quickly than a warship—and 
attract less attention. 
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North: The defense of Washington, D.C., is entrusted to Colonel Charles P. Stone, 
who begins to organize the District of Columbia militia. 

South: South Carolina forces seize the inactive post of Fort Johnson in Charleston 
Harbor. 

Naval: The USS Brooklyn at Norfolk, Virginia, receives orders to ready itself for a 
possible relief effort at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor. 

January 3 

Politics: The War Department summarily cancels former secretary of war John 
B. Floyd’s instructions to transfer heavy cannon from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to 
various points throughout the South. 

The South Carolina commission departs Washington, D.C., deeming its mission 
a failure. 

The Delaware legislature, although permitting slavery, votes unanimously to 
remain in the Union. 

The Florida State Convention assembles in Tallahassee to weigh secession. 
South: Fort Pulaski, near the mouth of the Savannah River, is peacefully occupied 
by Georgia state troops on the orders of Governor Joseph E. Brown. 

January 4 

South: The U.S. arsenal at Mount Vernon, Mobile, is occupied by Alabama state 
forces under orders from Governor Andrew B. Moore. 

January 5 

Politics: Senators from seven Southern states—Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Geor¬ 
gia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas—confer in Washington, D.C., over the possi¬ 
bility of secession. They ultimately urge slaves states to leave the union and establish 
a confederacy of their own. 

South: The Federal installations of Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines, which guard the 
entrance to Mobile Bay, Alabama, are taken over by state forces. 

Naval: A detachment of 40 U.S. Marines is detailed from the Washington Navy Yard 
and shuttled to Fort Washington on the Maryland side of the Potomac River, as a 
precaution against seizure. 

The supply vessel Star of the West departs New York for Fort Sumter, South 
Carolina, carrying food, supplies, and 250 soldiers as reinforcements. The warship 
USS Brooklyn, originally intended for the mission, is detained by General Winfield 
Scott, who feels that use of a civilian vessel is less provocative. 

January 6 

Politics: Governor Thomas H. Hicks of Maryland, which is a slave state, wades in 
heavily against secession. 

South: The U.S. arsenal at Apalachicola, Florida, is seized by state forces. 

January 7 

Politics: The U.S. House of Representatives approves Major Robert Anderson’s 
recent and unauthorized transfer of Federal forces to Fort Sumter, South Carolina. 
State conventions in Mississippi and Alabama begin to debate secession. 
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South: The U.S. Army post of Fort Marion, St. Augustine, is seized by Florida 
forces. 

January 8 

Politics: President James Buchanan urges Congress to consider adopting the Crit¬ 
tenden Compromise. 

Secretary of the Interior Jacob Thompson, the last remaining Southerner in 
President James Buchanan’s cabinet, tenders his resignation over the Star of the 
Wests departure. Before leaving Washington, D.C., he cables authorities in Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, that the transport has been dispatched. 

South: Federal troops garrisoning Fort Barrancas, Pensacola, fire warning shots at 
a group of individuals approaching them. 

January 9 

Politics: The Mississippi State Convention meeting at Jackson votes to secede on 
a vote of 84 to 15—becoming the second state to depart. 

South: Fort Johnson, North Carolina, is expropriated by state forces. 

Artillery manned by South Carolina state forces at Fort Moultrie and Morris 
Island fire on the transport Star of the West as it approaches Charleston Harbor. 
No damage is inflicted and it returns to New York unscathed. Technically speaking, 
these are the first shots of the Civil War, and Major Robert Anderson, command¬ 
ing the Fort Sumter garrison, protests the action to Governor Francis W. Pickens. 
However, Anderson orders the garrison to stand down and makes no attempt to 
interfere. 

Naval: A detachment of 30 U.S. Marines marches from the Washington Navy Yard 
to occupy Fort McHenry, Baltimore harbor, until they can be relieved by regular 
army troops. 

January 10 

Politics: Senator Jefferson Davis addresses the Senate, requesting immediate action 
on and approval of Southern demands. However, he decries any use of force and 
seeks to resolve the crisis through constitutional means. 

William H. Seward gains appointment as secretary of state. 

The Florida State Convention adopts secession on a 62 to 7 vote, becoming the 
third state to secede. 

South: Fort Caswell, North Carolina, is seized by state forces. 

Federal troops under Lieutenant Adam J. Slemmer, garrisoning Fort Barrancas 
at Pensacola, Florida, spike their cannon and relocate offshore to Fort Pickens on 
nearby Santa Rosa Island. Local troops soon confiscate the navy yard, but Fort Pick¬ 
ens remains in Union hands for the duration of hostilities. 

The U.S. arsenal and barracks at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, are confiscated by state 
forces under Braxton Bragg on the orders of Governor Thomas O. Moore. 

January 11 

Politics: The Mississippi delegation to the U.S. House of Representatives walks 
out of Congress. 
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The New York legislature underscores its determination to uphold the Union by 
passing several pro-government resolutions. 

The Alabama State Convention at Montgomery approves secession on a 61 to 
39 vote, becoming the fourth state to secede. 

South: South Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens demands the surrender of Fort 
Sumter, Charleston Harbor. Major Robert Anderson politely yet curtly declines. 

Louisiana state forces occupy the U.S. Marine Hospital in New Orleans, along 
with Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip on the Mississippi River. 

January 12 

Politics: The Ohio legislature votes overwhelmingly to support continuation of 
the Union. 

South: The Federal outposts of Fort Barrancas, Fort McCree, and the Pensacola 
Navy Yard are occupied by Florida state forces. However, continuing demands for 
the surrender of Fort Pickens offshore are ignored. 

January 13 

Politics: President James Buchanan entertains an envoy dispatched from South 
Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens, declaring that Fort Sumter will not be sur¬ 
rendered to state authorities. The president also receives a messenger from Major 
Robert Anderson, who alerts him of the worsening situation there. 

South: An unofficial truce emerges between South Carolina authorities and the 
garrison at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor. 

January 14 

Politics: The U.S. House Committee of Thirty-Three fails to agree on any compro¬ 
mise solution. Chairman Thomas Corwin next proposes a constitutional amend¬ 
ment to protect slavery where it exists; it passes but is never ratified by any state. 

The South Carolina legislature summarily declares that any Union attempt to 
reinforce Fort Sumter is tantamount to war. 

South: Federal forces under Captain John M. Brannan hurriedly garrison Fort 
Taylor on Key West, Florida, transforming it into a coaling station of strategic 
significance. 

The Federal installation at Fort Pike, New Orleans, is occupied by Louisiana 
state forces. 

January 15 

South: Major Robert Anderson receives a second summons to surrender Fort Sum¬ 
ter, Charleston Harbor; he declines again. 

WEST: Colonel Albert S. Johnston assumes command of the newly formed Depart¬ 
ment of the Pacific (California and Oregon). 

The commander of Fort Pickens, Florida, again refuses a summons to surrender 
his post. 

January 16 

Politics: The U.S. Senate effectively defeats the Crittenden Compromise; insisting 
that the U.S. Constitution must be obeyed, not amended. 
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January 18 

Politics: Former postmaster general Joseph Holt becomes secretary of war. 

The legislature of Massachusetts votes to offer the federal government both men 
and money to preserve the Union. 

South: South Carolina officials make a third demand for the surrender of Major 
Robert Anderson and Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, which is declined. 

Fort Pickens, Florida, turns down a third demand to surrender. 

Fort Jefferson, Key West, Florida, is occupied by Federal forces under Major 
Lewis G. Arnold, and subsequently serves as a detention center for political 
prisoners. 

Naval: Alabama state forces seize the lighthouse tender USS Alert at Mobile. 

January 19 

Politics: The Georgia State Convention in Milledgeville approves secession on a 
208 to 89 vote, becoming the fifth state to secede. 

The Virginia General Assembly entreats all states to send delegates to a National 
Peace Convention in Washington, D.C. 

January 20 

South: Mississippi forces occupy Fort Massachusetts on Ship Island, at the mouth 
of the Mississippi River. 

January 21 

Politics: Jefferson Davis of Mississippi together with Clement C. Clay and Benja¬ 
min Fitzpatrick of Alabama and Stephen R. Mallory and David L. Yulee of Florida 
make a dramatic departure from the U.S. Senate chamber in Washington, D.C., and 
head for home. Nonetheless, Davis remains deeply troubled by the course of events 
and allegedly prays for peace that evening. 

The New York legislature agrees to uphold the Union by force, if necessary. 
North: Rabid abolitionist Wendell Phillips hails the decision of slave states to 
secede, feeling that their continued presence is detrimental to the United States. 

January 22 

Politics: New York governor Edwin Morgan orders all weapons and gunpowder 
previously sold to Georgia impounded. This prompts a sharp rebuke from Gover¬ 
nor Joseph E. Brown, who seizes several Northern vessels in retaliation. 

The Wisconsin legislature votes to agree with New York’s stand on the Union. 

January 23 

Politics: The Massachusetts legislature votes in agreement with New York’s pledge 
to support the Union. 

Naval: Commander John A. B. Dahlgren removes cannon and ammunition from 
the Washington Navy Yard in the event of a possible attack, storing the latter in the 
attic of a building. 

January 24 

South: The U.S. arsenal at Augusta, Georgia, is seized by state forces. 
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Naval: Federal forces from Fortress Monroe, Virginia, are loaded onboard ships 
and dispatched to reinforce Fort Pickens, Florida. The squadron consists of the USS 
Brooklyn, Sabine, Macedonia, and St. Louis. 

January 26 

Politics: At Baton Rouge, the Louisiana State Convention approves secession on a 
vote of 113 to 17, becoming the sixth state to secede. 

South: Georgia forces occupy the Oglethorpe barracks and Fort Jackson, Savannah, 
as per orders from Governor Joseph E. Brown. 

January 28 

South: The Federal installation at Fort Macomb, New Orleans, is occupied by Loui¬ 
siana forces. 

January 29 

Politics: Following a congressional vote, Kansas joins the Union as the 34th state; 
significantly, its constitution explicitly outlaws slavery. 

Naval: Louisiana forces seize the U.S. revenue cutter Robert McClelland at New 
Orleans. 

To avoid provoking a fight, the Navy Department orders a Marine Corps detach¬ 
ment onboard the USS Brooklyn, steaming for Fort Pickens, Florida, not to disem¬ 
bark unless that post is attacked. 

January 30 

Naval: The U.S. revenue cutter Lewis Cass surrenders to state forces at Mobile Bay, 
Alabama. 

January 31 

South: Louisiana officials orchestrate the seizure of the U.S. Mint and Customs 
Fiouse at New Orleans, along with the U.S. revenue schooner Washington. 

February 1 

Politics: The Texas State Convention, convening in Austin, votes 166 to 7 in favor 
of secession, becoming the seventh state to secede. A public referendum is also 
scheduled to solicit public opinion on the measure. 

February 3 

Politics: Senators Judah P. Benjamin and John Slidell of Louisiana withdraw from 
the U.S. Senate and return home. 

February 4 

Politics: The Peace Convention, summoned by Virginia, assembles in Washington, 
D.C., under former president John Tyler. It consists of 131 members from 21 states, 
but none of the seceded states are represented. 

Representatives from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South 
Carolina assemble in Montgomery, Alabama, and a Provisional Congress of the Con¬ 
federate States of America forms with Howell Cobb of Georgia serving as president. 
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February 5 

Politics: President James Buclianan reiterates to South Carolina officials his deter¬ 
mination that Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, will not be surrendered to state 
authorities. 

The Peace Conference convening in Washington, D.C., earnestly votes to resolve 
the outbreak of sectional violence both diplomatically and constitutionally. 

February 7 

Politics: The Secession Convention at Montgomery, Alabama, begins to draft 
plans for a provisional form of government, a confederacy of states. 

The Choctaw Nation declares its allegiance to the South. 

February 8 

Politics: President James Buchanan authorizes a $25 million loan for current 
expenses and redemption of treasury notes. 

Southern delegates at Montgomery, Alabama, proffer and unanimously approve 
the Provisional Constitution of the Confederate States—thereby founding the Con¬ 
federacy. This document, while similar to its Northern equivalent, explicitly declares 
and protects the right to own slaves. While the importation of slaves remains 
banned, the existing fugitive slave law is strengthened. 

West: The U.S. Arsenal at Little Rock, Arkansas, is seized by state troops under 
orders of Governor Henry M. Rector. 

February 9 

Politics: Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, who is absent from the constitutional con¬ 
vention in Montgomery, Alabama, is unanimously elected provisional president 
of the Confederate States of America. Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia likewise 
becomes provisional vice president. Moreover, the Provisional Congress of the Con¬ 
federacy pledges that all laws extant under the U.S. Constitution, which do not 
conflict with the Confederate constitution, will be maintained. 

Voters in Tennessee roundly defeat a move to convene a secession convention, 
68,282 to 59,449. 

West: General David E. Twiggs appoints a military commission to confer with civil¬ 
ian authorities in Texas. 

Naval: The steamer USS Brooklyn arrives at Pensacola, Florida, to reinforce the gar¬ 
rison at Fort Pickens, but a Marine Corps detachment remains onboard so as not 
to upset the status quo. 

February 10 

Politics: In Mississippi, a rather surprised Jefferson Davis is alerted by telegram 
of his election to the Confederate presidency. He has been anticipating a military 
commission, but nonetheless he agrees to the appointment. 

February 11 

Politics: President-elect Abraham Lincoln departs Springfield, Illinois, and wends 
his way toward Washington, D.C. He will never return alive. 
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Jefferson Davis travels from his plantation in Brierfield, Mississippi, to attend 
inauguration ceremonies at Montgomery, Alabama. 

February 12 

Politics: The Provisional Congress of the Confederacy at Montgomery, Alabama, 
votes to establish a Peace Commission to the United States. 

West: State forces seize U.S. Army munitions stored at Napoleon, Arkansas. 

February 13 

Politics: The electoral college completes counting all votes and declares Abraham 
Lincoln the new chief executive. 

WEST: A detachment of U.S. Army troops under Colonel Bernard J. Dowling defeats 
a band of Chiricahua Apaches at Apache Pass, Arizona; in January 1894 he receives 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for this action. 

February 15 

Naval: Lieutenant Raphael Semmes resigns his U.S. Navy commission and leaves 
for the South. 

February 16 

Politics: President-elect Jefferson Davis arrives at Montgomery, Alabama, amid 
thunderous applause. 

West: The U.S. arsenal at San Antonio, Texas, is seized by state forces under Ben 
McCulloch. 

Texas civilian commissioners demand the surrender of all Federal posts and 
property within their state. 

February 18 

Politics: Jefferson Davis of Mississippi is inaugurated as provisional president of 
the Confederate States of America, declaring, “Obstacles may retard, but they can¬ 
not long prevent the progress of a movement sanctified by its justice and sustained 
by a virtuous people.” Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, who initially opposed 
secession, then becomes vice president. Military bands then serenade the proceed¬ 
ings with a catchy air popularly known as “Dixie,” which gradually gains wide accep¬ 
tance as an unofficial national anthem of the Confederacy. 

West: In an act widely condemned as treasonable. General David E. Twiggs sur¬ 
renders all U.S. Army installations in Texas to state authorities. 

February 19 

Politics: The Confederate Convention in Montgomery, Alabama, elects Judah P. 
Benjamin of Louisiana attorney general, Christopher G. Memminger of South Car¬ 
olina secretary of the treasury, John H. Reagan of Texas postmaster general, Robert 
Toombs of Georgia secretary of state, and Leroy P. Walker of Alabama secretary of 
war. 

South: Louisiana forces appropriate the U.S. Paymaster’s Office in New Orleans. 

Colonel Carlos A. Waite replaces General David E. Twiggs as commander of the 
Department of Texas. 
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February 20 

Politics: The Provisional Confederate Congress, acting in the absence of an estab¬ 
lished body, declares the Mississippi River open to commerce. It also passes legisla¬ 
tion creating a Department of the Navy. 

February 21 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis receives a missive from South Carolina governor 
Francis W. Pickens requesting immediate action on Fort Sumter. Pickens regards the 
continuing presence of the Federal garrison an affront to “honor and safety.” 

The former U.S. senator from Florida, Stephen R. Mallory, is chosen as Confed¬ 
erate secretary of the navy. 

Southwest: Federal troops abandon Camp Cooper, Texas. 

February 22 

Politics: While in Baltimore, Maryland, President-elect Abraham Lincoln is 
warned of a possible attempt on his life and completes his journey to Washington, 
D.C., on board a secret train. 

West: A mass gathering at San Francisco, California, declares itself for the Union. 

February 23 

Politics: President-elect Abraham Lincoln arrives in Washington, D.C., amidst a 
mounting sense of national foreboding. 

Texas voters affirm secession by a margin of three to one. 

February 25 

Politics: Judah P. Benjamin is sworn in as Confederate attorney general; this mul¬ 
titalented individual will hold several positions within the new government. 

February 26 

Southwest: Federal forces under Captain Edmund Kirby-Smith abandon Camp 
Colorado, Texas. 

February 27 

Politics: As a continuing gesture to avoid hostilities. President Jefferson Davis 
appoints three commissioners for possible peace negotiations in Washington, D.C. 

The Peace Commission suggests adoption of no less than six constitutional 
amendments to forestall any possibility of violence. 

Naval: Congress authorizes the Navy Department’s request for seven heavily armed 
steam sloops to augment the existing fleet strength. 

February 28 

Politics: The FFouse of Representatives adopts an amendment proposed by 
Thomas Corwin that reaffirms slavery’s status where it already exists. President¬ 
elect Abraham Lincoln fully concurs with the legislation. 

Calls for a state convention to weigh the possibility of secession are narrowly 
defeated by a popular vote held in North Carolina. 

The Confederate Congress agrees to a $15 million domestic loan. 
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West: The Colorado Territory is formed from the western part of the Kansas Ter¬ 
ritory and William Gilpin gains appointment as governor. 

March 1 

Politics: President-elect Abraham Lincoln appoints Pennsylvania politician Simon 
Cameron his new secretary of war. 

The Provisional Confederate States of America assumes formal control of events 
at Charleston, South Carolina. 

South: Pierre G. T. Beauregard is commissioned brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Major Robert Anderson alerts the government that the garrison at Fort Sum¬ 
ter, Charleston Harbor, must be either supplied, reinforced, or evacuated without 
further delay. He is running out of provisions rapidly and must capitulate soon by 
default. 

March 2 

Politics: The U.S. Senate refuses compromise resolutions advanced by the Peace 
Convention, over the objections of Kentucky senator John J. Crittenden. This act 
concludes all attempts at political compromise. 

WEST: President James Buchanan approves establishment of the new territories of 
Nevada and Dakota. 

Naval: The U.S. revenue schooner Henry Dodge is captured by state forces at Galves¬ 
ton, Texas. 

March 3 

Politics: President-elect Abraham Lincoln dines with his cabinet for the first time 
and tours the Senate. Meanwhile, General Winfield Scott, commander in chief of 
the U.S. Army, dourly informs Secretary of State WiUiam H. Seward that mounting a 
major relief effort to rescue Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, appears impractical. 
South: President Jefferson Davis appoints General Pierre G. T. Beauregard com¬ 
mander of Confederate forces in the vicinity of Charleston, South Carolina. He is 
instructed to prepare for military action against the Federal garrison sequestered 
inside Fort Sumter in the harbor. 

March 4 

Politics: Abraham Lincoln is formally inaugurated as the 16th president of a less- 
than-united United States, and he is sworn in by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney. His 
first address declares that the Union is “perpetual” and cannot be undone by seces¬ 
sion. The chief executive also reiterates his stance to preserve all Federal property 
within the states now seceded. Moreover, he affirms his belief that slavery cannot be 
allowed in the territories, but he is willing to leave it intact where it already exists. He 
remains conciliatory, assures the South it will not be attacked, and appeals to “the 
better angels of our nature.” Hannibal Hamlin of Maine becomes vice president, 
along with William H. Seward as secretary of state, Salmon P. Chase as secretary of 
the treasury, and Edward Bates as attorney general. 

The Confederate Convention assembled at Montgomery, Alabama, officially 
adopts the “Stars and Bars” flag of seven stars and three stripes as its official symbol. 
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Naval: The Navy Department, which currently operates 42 warships, recalls all but 
three from foreign stations to assist in the impending crisis. 

March 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln discusses the plight of Major Robert Ander¬ 
son at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. The major telegraphs him that his supplies are 
due to run out within four to six weeks, after which he will have little recourse but 
to surrender. Furthermore, both Anderson and General Winfield Scott concur that 
the post cannot be held successfully with less than 20,000 troops. Time is running 
out for a peaceful solution, but Lincoln continues nuancing the delicate situation. 

March 6 

Politics: The Confederate Congress authorizes recruitment of 100,000 volunteers 
for 12 months. President Jefferson Davis appoints Martin J. Crawford, John For¬ 
syth, and A. B. Roman special commissioners to deal with Republican officeholders 
in Washington, D.C., once it becomes apparent that President Abraham Lincoln 
refuses to receive them. 

March 7 

Politics: Gideon Welles, a former Connecticut newspaper editor, is sworn in as the 
24th secretary of the navy. 

The Missouri State Convention displays a strong pro-Union streak and votes 
against secession, yet also considers the Crittenden Compromise a possible avenue 
for avoiding war. 

South: Braxton Bragg and Samuel Cooper are appointed brigadier generals in the 
Confederate army. 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Ringgold Barracks and Camp Verde, Texas. 

March 9 

Politics: At Montgomery, Alabama, the Confederate Convention authorizes the 
raising of military forces. Delegates also pass a coinage bill and issue treasury notes 
in denominations from $50 to $1 million. 

March 11 

Politics: The constitution of the Confederacy is unanimously adopted by the 
Confederate Convention at Montgomery, Alabama, and passed along to constitu¬ 
ent states for ratification, ft is based primarily on the U.S. Constitution but differs 
in explicitly condoning the practice of slavery. 

South: General Braxton Bragg assumes command of Confederate forces in Florida 
and proves himself to be a competent disciplinarian and organizer. 

March 12 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort McIntosh, Texas. 

March 13 

Politics: Despite pressure from within his own cabinet. President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln directly orders Secretary of State William FF. Seward not to receive Confederate 
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emissaries. Through this expedient, he avoids any appearance of recognition of the 
Confederate government in Montgomery. He also dispatches former navy officer 
Gustavus V. Fox on a mission to Fort Sumter, South Carolina, to evaluate all pos¬ 
sibilities of succoring the garrison. 

WEST: Captain Nathaniel Lyon, a pugnacious, aggressive officer by nature, becomes 
commander of the U.S. arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri. 

March 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln inquires of his cabinet whether or not a relief 
attempt ought to be mounted to resupply the garrison of Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Harbor. The majority, especially Secretary of State William H. Seward, view such a 
move as provocative and advise against it. 

The Confederate Congress thanks the state of Louisiana for enriching its coffers 
with $536,000 appropriated from the U.S. Mint at New Orleans. 

Southwest: Camp Wood, Texas, is abandoned by Federal forces. 

March 16 

Diplomacy: President Jefferson Davis appoints three special ministers, William L. 
Yancey, Pierre A. Rost, and Dudley Mann, to visit Europe in a quest for diplomatic 
recognition. They are instructed to use cotton as economic leverage, whenever pos¬ 
sible, for securing support. 

Politics: The Confederate Convention at Montgomery, Alabama, adjourns. 
Southwest: The Arizona Territory Convention at Mesilla votes in favor of seces¬ 
sion. 

March 17 

Southwest: Federal troops abandon Camp Hudson, Texas. 

Naval: Agents of the Confederate navy department arrive in New Orleans to arrange 
for the purchase and construction of gunboats. 

March 18 

Diplomacy: President Abraham Lincoln appoints Charles Francis Adams as min¬ 
ister to Great Britain. 

Politics: The Arkansas State Convention defeats the move to secede on a 39 to 35 
vote and then schedules a public referendum on the issue that summer. 

South: Lieutenant Adam J. Slemmer, commanding Fort Pickens, Florida, returns 
four fugitive slaves to their owners. 

General Braxton Bragg forbids the passing of supplies or communications to 
either Fort Pickens, Florida, or the navy squadron offshore. 

Southwest: Governor Sam Houston of Texas, having refused to take an oath of 
allegiance to the Confederacy, is forced to retire from office. 

March 19 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Forts Clark, Inge, and Lancaster, Texas. 

March 20 

Southwest: Federal troops yield Fort Brown and Fort Duncan, Texas. 
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Naval: The sloop USS Isabella, stocked with supplies for the garrison at Pensacola, 
is seized by state forces at Mobile, Alabama. 

March 21 

Naval: Former navy officer Gustavus V. Fox, pursuant to orders from President 
Abraham Lincoln, reconnoiters Fort Sumter and Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina, with a view toward relieving the garrison. 

March 22 

West: Governor Claiborne F. Jackson fails to convince his fellow Missourians to 
join the Confederacy, after which the polity sharply divides into pro- and anti- 
Federal camps. 

Colonel William W. Loring becomes commander of the Department of New 
Mexico. 

March 26 

Southwest: Colonel Earl Van Dorn arrives in Texas to support the Confederate 
cause. 

March 28 

Politics: To break the impasse. President Abraham Lincoln resolves to mount a sea¬ 
borne expedition to succor the Federal garrison at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, 
and he orders it to sail no later than April 6,1861. His cabinet also divides on the mat¬ 
ter, 3 to 2 in favor with Secretary of War Simon Cameron abstaining. In effect, the wily 
president is maneuvering his Southern counterpart into firing the first shot. 
Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Mason, Texas. 

March 31 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln orders a relief expedition to assist the Federal 
garrison at Fort Pickens, Florida, guarding the entrance to Pensacola harbor. 
Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles orders 250 personnel transferred from 
the New York Navy Yard to Norfolk, Virginia, to bolster the garrison. 

April 1 

Politics: Secretary of State William H. Seward strongly recommends that President 
Abraham Lincoln abandon Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, while more tenable posts 
along the Gulf of Mexico be fortified. He also suggests that a war with Europe would 
serve as a “panacea” to unify the country. Lincoln courteously thanks the secretary for 
such sage advice—then declares that he intends to run his own administration. 

April 3 

Naval: Confederate artillery on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, fires upon the 
Union vessel Rhoda H. Shannon. 

April 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves the strategy suggested by Gusta¬ 
vus V. Fox and informs Major Robert Anderson at Fort Sumter, Charleston, of an 



20 Civil War Almanac 


1861 


impending relief expedition. However, he still grants that officer complete latitude 
on any response necessary should the Confederates attack. 

The Virginia State Convention in Richmond rejects an ordinance of secession, 
89 to 45. 

April 5 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Quitman, Texas. 

Naval: A squadron consisting of USS Pawnee, Pocahontas, and U.S. revenue cutter 
Harriet Lane are assembled under the command of Captain Samuel Mercer. Mean¬ 
while, the Powhatan continues steaming toward Fort Pickens, Florida. 

April 6 

Politics: South Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens is advised by President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln that an expedition is being mounted to supply—not reinforce—the 
garrison at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor. Moreover, if no resistance is encoun¬ 
tered, he pledges that no additional troops will be dispatched. 

Naval: Lieutenant John L. Worden is ordered overland to Fort Pickens; he carries 
secret orders for the squadron offshore to land reinforcements. 

April 7 

South: To increase pressure on Major Robert Anderson, General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard forbids any further communications between Fort Sumter, Charleston Har¬ 
bor, and the shore. 

General Braxton Bragg, commanding Confederate forces in Pensacola, requests 
and receives permission to fire on any reinforcements being landed at Fort Pickens 
from the squadron offshore. 

April 8 

South: In response to the approaching relief expedition to Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Harbor, Confederate authorities begin to undertake military preparations around the 
harbor. 

Naval: Federal troops onboard the U.S. revenue cutter Harriet Lane land to bolster 
the garrison of Fort Pickens, Florida. 

April 10 

Naval: The steamer Baltic departs New York in a second attempt to relieve the gar¬ 
rison at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, with naval agent Gustavus V. Fox onboard. 
En route, it is joined by the USS Pawnee off Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

Lieutenant John L. Worden arrives at Pensacola, Florida, on official business and 
receives permission from General Braxton Bragg to visit Fort Pickens. 

April 11 

Politics: Three Confederate peace emissaries depart Washington, D.C., having 
failed to reach an agreeable solution with Secretary of State William H. Steward. 
Meanwhile, Federal troops are ordered into the nation’s capital, which is completely 
surrounded by potentially hostile territory. 

South: As a sovereign entity, the Confederate government cannot allow the pres¬ 
ence of foreign troops—or their flag—in a major port. The impending arrival of 
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a Union supply ship to further sustain the Fort Sumter garrison constitutes an 
egregious affront to Southern independence and cannot be permitted. Therefore, 
General Pierre G. T. Beauregard is ordered by Confederate authorities to demand 
the immediate capitulation of Fort Sumter, Charleston Fiarbor. He receives care¬ 
ful instructions not to take offensive action if Major Robert Anderson agrees to 
evacuate by a strict time table. However, when these new terms are delivered to the 
Union commander, he flatly refuses. As a sop to Southern sensitivities, Anderson 
also informs Beauregard that he is nearly out of supplies and must yield by April 15, 
regardless. The Federals receive a deadline of 24 hours. 

Southwest: Colonel Earl Van Dorn becomes Confederate commander in Texas 
and is ordered to arrest any US. soldiers refusing to join the Southern cause. 

April 12 

South: At 3:20 a.m., the tempo of events dramatically escalates once General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard dispatches Colonel James Chesnut and Captain Stephen D. Lee to 
Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor. They demand a precise time for the evacuation of 
that post. Major Robert Anderson, acknowledging the inevitable, declares noontime 
on April 15, provided he does not receive additional supplies or instructions from 
the government. Anderson then is informed summarily that the Confederates will 
commence bombarding within one hour. The Civil War, a monumental struggle in 
military history and a defining moment for the United States, is about to unfold. 

At 4:30 A.M., the shoreline around Charleston Harbor erupts into flame as 18 
mortars and 30 heavy cannon, backed by 7,000 troops, bombard Fort Sumter. Major 
Robert Anderson, commanding only 85 men, 43 civilian engineers, and 48 cannon, 
weathers the storm and waits until daybreak before responding with six cannon of 
his own. Captain Abner Doubleday receives the honor of firing the first Union shot 
of the war. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee, the U.S. revenue cutter Harriet Lane, and the steamship 
Baltic, commanded by Gustavus V. Fox, arrive in Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina, with supplies for Fort Sumter. Having appeared too late to reinforce the gar¬ 
rison they remain helpless spectators as the fort is bombarded. 

The naval squadron consisting of USS Sabine, Brooklyn, St. Louis, and Wynan- 
dotte begins to land reinforcements at Fort Pickens, Florida. 

April 13 

South: After 34 hours of continuous shelling, a lucky Confederate shot slices 
through Fort Sumter’s flagstaff at 12:48 p.m., while hotshot ignites several fires. 
This act induces former Texas senator Louis T. Wigfall to commandeer a boat, 
row out to the fort, and again demand its surrender. At this juncture. Major Rob¬ 
ert Anderson concludes this is the wiser course, and he raises a white flag at 2:30 
P.M. hiring upon Fort Sumter then ceases and surrender ceremonies are planned 
for the following day. Curiously, the Federals have sustained no casualties despite 
4,000 shells hitting their post. The garrison, for its part, managed to fire off 1,000 
rounds, again with little damage to the city or its military facilities. But this per¬ 
ceived Southern aggression galvanizes heretofore tepid sentiments throughout the 
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North, granting President Abraham Lincoln the political wherewithal necessary 
for waging war. 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Davis, Texas. 

Naval: Relief ships under Gustavus V. Fox continue loitering outside Charleston 
Fiarbor, South Carolina, unwilling to approach closer in the face of hostile fire. 

His mission completed. Navy lieutenant John L. Worden returns to Washington, 
D.C., from Fort Pickens, Florida. En route, he is arrested by Confederate authorities 
near Montgomery, Alabama, and is imprisoned. 

The USS Sabine assumes blockading stations off Pensacola, Florida. 

April 14 

South: Major Robert Anderson formally capitulates Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Harbor, to Confederate authorities. Ironically, despite the intensity of the bom¬ 
bardment, the only fatalities, two killed and four wounded, occur when a pile of 
ordnance accidently ignites during a 100-gun salute to the U.S. flag. Anderson’s 
surrender also signals the eruption of euphoric celebrations on the shore and in the 
city. The captives are subsequently entertained by the cream of Charleston society 
and depart onboard the provisional squadron commanded by Gustavus V. Fox. “We 
have met them and we have conquered,” Governor Francis Pickens subsequently 
crows as the first act in a long and bloody drama concludes. 



Interior view of Fort Sumter on April 14, 1 861, after its evacuation (National Archives) 
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April 15 

Politics: In a move designed to deny the Confederacy diplomatic recognition, 
President Abraham Lincoln declares not war but, rather, a state of insurrection and 
calls for raising 75,000 three-month volunteers to suppress it. However, service by 
African Americans is declined. He also requests a special meeting of Congress to 
convene on July 4, Independence Day. Not surprisingly, Lincoln’s call to arms is 
ignored entirely by the governments of North Carolina, Kentucky, and Virginia. 
However, New York’s legislature militantly embraces the Union cause and votes $3 
million to support war efforts. 

Federal installations at Fort Macon, North Carolina, are seized by state forces. 
Naval: Naval authorities apprehend 1 7 Southern vessels at New York harbor. 

April 16 

Politics: Virginia governor John Lech ter informs President Abraham Lincoln that his 
state will not furnish troops for what he considers the “subjugation” of the South. 
South: North Carolina state forces seize Forts Caswell and Johnson. 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Washita, Chickasaw Nation. 

April 17 

Politics: Secessionists gather in Baltimore in large numbers. 

The Virginia State Convention, reacting strongly against President Abraham 
Lincoln’s call for troops, votes 88 to 55 for secession. The proposal is then forwarded 
to the public for ratification. 

President Jefferson Davis begins to solicit applications for Confederate letters of 
marque and reprisal, in effect, establishing a force of privateers. 

West: The governments of Missouri and Tennessee refuse to raise the requisite 
numbers of militia forces. 

Naval: Southern sympathizers attempt to block Gosport Navy Yard, Norfolk, Vir¬ 
ginia, by placing obstacles in the channel, but the attempt proves ineffectual. 

The USS Powhatan under Lieutenant David D. Porter arrives at Fort Pickens, 
Florida, and disembarks an additional 600 troops to bolster the sailors and marines 
already deployed. Thus the best harbor on the Gulf of Mexico is secured for use by 
Union forces for the remainder of the war. 

April 18 

North: The 6th Massachusetts rides the rails from New York to Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, en route to Washington, D.C. 

Colonel Robert E. Lee declines an offer from Abraham Lincoln to command all 
Union forces. Lee does not support secession, but he feels compelled to follow his 
native state of Virginia. 

Five companies of Pennsylvania Volunteers arrive to protect Washington, D.C. 
South: Virginia forces seize the U.S. Customs Office at Richmond. 

Colonel Harvey Brown takes command of Fort Pickens, Pensacola, and estab¬ 
lishes the new Department of Florida. 

West: Lieutenant Roger Jones orders his command of 50 men to burn the U.S. 
armory at Harper’s Ferry, western Virginia, thereby preventing its tooling facilities 
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from falling into enemy hands. Fire destroys the buildings and with it some 15,000 
rifled muskets, but the local population extinguishes the flames before valuable fac¬ 
tory equipment is destroyed. 

Arkansas state forces seize U.S. Army stores at Pine Bluff 
Naval: Captain Hiram Paulding is ordered to assemble 1,000 U.S. Marines for the 
purpose of burning Federal supplies and equipment in the Norfolk Navy Yard, 
Virginia. 

April 19 

Politics: To interrupt any flow of food or war materiel from abroad. President 
Abraham Lincoln declares a naval blockade of the Confederate coastline. This effort 
encompasses all the ports of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Missis¬ 
sippi, Louisiana, and Texas and so overwhelms the relatively small U.S. Navy that 
its implementation is gradual, by stages. This is the only part of General Winfield 
Scott’s so-called Anaconda Plan that is enacted from the onset of the war, and Lin¬ 
coln does so after the urging of Secretary of State William H. Seward. In time the 
blockade intensifies to reach stranglehold proportions and emerges as a major fac¬ 
tor in the downfall of the Confederacy. 

North: The 6th Massachusetts, transferring between railroad stations in Baltimore, 
Maryland, is violently attacked by rioters. Shots are exchanged; four soldiers are 
killed and 36 are wounded. These are the first Union casualties incurred by hostile 
action; 11 civilians were also slain. Seething Southerners also begin to cut rail and 
telegraph lines leading to the capital. For several anxious days, Washington, D.C., 
remains temporarily cut off from the rest of the country. 

Dorothea Dix volunteers to recruit and direct women nurses for the Federal 
army. 

Naval: Captain Samuel F. Du Pont embarks from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with 
reinforcements for the beleaguered Union capital. The 8th Massachusetts under 
General Benjamin F. Butler also sails for Annapolis, Maryland, aboard the ferryboat 
Maryland. 

The steam transport Star of the West is seized by state forces under General Earl 
Van Dorn at Indianola, Texas. 

Southern-born captain David G. Farragut remains loyal to the Union and relo¬ 
cates his family from Norfolk, Virginia, to New York. 

April 20 

North: Colonel Robert E. Lee tenders his resignation from the U.S. Army. 

To obstruct the passage of Federal troops to Washington, D.C., secessionist 
mobs burn several railways out of Baltimore, Maryland. This forces Federal troops 
to arrive by water and then rebuild the tracks as they proceed on foot. 

The 8th Massachusetts under General Benjamin F. Butler parades through 
Annapolis en route to Washington, D.C. 

South: The 4th Massachusetts arrives at Fortress Monroe, on the tip of the York- 
town Peninsula, Virginia. 

WEST: Confederate sympathizers seize the U.S. arsenal at Liberty, Missouri. 
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Naval: Captain Charles S. McCauley hurriedly and prematurely orders the Gos¬ 
port Navy Yard in Norfolk, Virginia, burned and evacuated. He does so despite 
the arrival of 1,000 U.S. Marines under Commodore Hiram Paulding as rein¬ 
forcements. The resulting destruction is less than complete, and the dry docks 
become operative again in a few weeks. The Confederates also retrieve no less 
than 1,200 heavy naval cannon, which they implant at fortifications as far west as 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Among the aged vessels hurriedly destroyed or scuttled are 
ships of the line USS Pennsylvania, Columbus, Delaware', frigates Raritan, Colum¬ 
bia, Merrimac; and sloops Dolphin, Germantown, and Plymouth —mostly obsolete 
but potentially useful for enforcing the initial Union blockade. McCauley’s badly 
botched withdrawal from Norfolk proves an embarrassing windfall for the Con¬ 
federate war effort. 

The venerable USS Constitution, “Old Ironsides” of War of 1812 fame, is towed 
safely offshore from Annapolis by the steamer USS Maryland. 

The U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis is abandoned and transferred north to 
Newport, Rhode Island. The buildings remain occupied by Federal troops for the 
remainder of the war. 

Texas authorities confiscate the U.S. Coast survey schooner Twilight at Aransas 
Pass. 

April 21 

North: Rioting and civil disorder continue in Baltimore, Maryland, including 
sabotage of nearby railroad lines. 

WEST: Pro-Union delegates meeting in Monongahela County in western Virginia 
discuss a secession movement of their own from the Confederacy. 

Naval: Confederate forces rapidly reoccupy Gosport Navy Yard, Norfolk, Virginia, 
and commence reconstruction efforts. Due to the hasty Union withdrawal, many 
tons of valuable weapons and equipment are recovered. Among the vessels salvaged 
is the old steam frigate USS Merrimack, which in a few months is reincarnated as 
the ironclad ram CSS Virginia. 

The USS Saratoga captures the cargo vessel Nightingale, which is found laden 
with 961 African slaves. The U.S. government officially banned trafficking in human 
cargo in 1808. 

April 22 

North: The 7th New York arrives at Annapolis, Maryland, onboard the steamer 
Boston. 

South: The U.S. arsenal at Fayetteville, North Carolina, is captured by state 
forces. 

West: Militia begins to arrive at Cairo, Illinois, at the confluence of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers. 

Governor Henry M. Rector of Arkansas refuses to provide his quota of militia 
for government use. 

Naval: Captain Franklin Buchanan, commanding the Washington Navy Yard, tenders 
his resignation in anticipation of Maryland’s seemingly impending secession—he is 
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not reinstated once his state remains loyal, and he ultimately joins the Confederacy. 
Buchanan is succeeded by Captain John A. B. Dahlgren. 

April 23 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis offers aid to Confederate sympathizers in Mis¬ 
souri if they attack and seize the U.S. arsenal in St. Louis. 

North: An assembly of free African Americans in Boston, Massachusetts, demands 
that Federal laws preventing their enrollment in state militia be repealed. 

General George B. McClellan gains appointment as major general, U.S. Army. 
South: General Robert E. Lee becomes commander of Virginia state forces. 

West: The Federal installation at Fort Smith, Arkansas, is seized by state forces. 
Southwest: U.S. Army officers taken at San Antonio, Texas, are treated as prison¬ 
ers of war. 

Naval: The defenses of Washington, D.C., are enhanced by the arrival of USS Paw¬ 
nee under Captain Fiiram Paulding. 

April 24 

Naval: The Navy Department formally begins to evacuate the U.S. Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Maryland, whereupon Captain S. Blake loads faculty and midshipmen 
onto the iconic frigate USS Constitution. 

The USS Cumberland captures the Confederate vessels Young America and 
George M. Smith off Fiampton Roads, Virginia, both heavily laden with military 
supplies and ammunition. 

April 25 

North: The 8th Massachusetts under General Benjamin F. Butler defiantly parades 
through Washington, D.C., following a lengthy march around Baltimore, Maryland. 
West: In a daring preemptive raid. Union Captain James H. Stokes arrives at St. 
Louis, Missouri, by steamer, removes 12,000 muskets from the U.S. arsenal there, 
and returns the weapons to Alton, Illinois, for militia use. This proves a critical blow 
to pro-Confederate militias forming in the region. 

General Edwin V. Sumner replaces Colonel Albert S. Johnston as commander of 
the Department of the Pacific. 

Southwest: Fort Stockton, Texas, is abandoned by Federal forces. 

Major Caleb C. Sibley capitulates 420 Federal troops to Colonel Earl Van Dorn 
at Indianola, Texas. 

April 26 

Politics: Georgia governor Joseph E. Brown orders all debts owed to Northerners 
repudiated. 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston arrives and receives command of Virginia state 
forces defending the capital of Richmond. 

Naval: The USS Commerce captures Confederate blockade-runner Lancaster off 
Havre de Grace, Maryland. 

Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory proposes constructing 
new classes of steam-powered armored warships to offset the stark Union advantage 
in numbers. 
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April 27 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes suspension of writs of habeas cor¬ 
pus between Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. General Winfield 
Scott is entrusted with adjudicating all incidents arising from the move. 

North: General Robert Patterson, Pennsylvania militia, takes command of the 
Department of Pennsylvania. 

The 8th New York makes a belated appearance in the streets of Washington, 
D.C. 

General Benjamin F. Butler assumes command of the Department of Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

South: The Virginia Convention proffers its capital of Richmond as an alternative 
to Montgomery, Alabama. 

West: Confederate colonel Thomas J. Jackson receives command of Virginia troops 
in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry. 

The steamer Helmick is seized with military stores intended for the Confederacy 
at Cairo, Illinois. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln extends the Union blockade to encompass the 
coasts of Virginia and North Carolina. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles also 
authorizes the interdiction of Confederate privateers at sea. 

April 29 

Politics: The Maryland House of Delegates decisively votes down secession by a 
margin of 53 to 13. 

The provisional Confederate Congress convenes its second session at Mont¬ 
gomery, Alabama, granting President Jefferson Davis war powers and authority to 
raise volunteers, make loans, issue letters of marque, and command land and naval 
forces. They do so in direct reaction to President Abraham Lincoln’s insurrection 
declaration and his call for volunteers. 

North: Elizabeth Blackwell, the nation’s first female doctor, establishes the Women’s 
Central Association for Relief to better coordinate the myriads of smaller war-relief 
groups. Her organization serves as a precursor for the much larger U.S. Sanitation 
Commission. 

April 30 

Southwest: Colonel William H. Emory evacuates Fort Washita in Indian Territory 
near the Texas border and heads north toward Fort Leavenworth, Texas. His with¬ 
drawal renders the neighboring Five Civilized Tribes—Cherokee, Chickasaw, Creek, 
Choctaw, and Seminole—vulnerable to Confederate influence. 

May 1 

North: Soldiers killed in the Baltimore riots are interred with full military honors 
in Boston, Massachusetts. 

South: General Robert E. Lee orders that additional Confederate forces be concen¬ 
trated in the vicinity of Harper’s Eerry, Virginia, presently commanded by Colonel 
Thomas J. Jackson. 

Joseph E. Johnston is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 
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West: Governor Samuel W. Black of the Nebraska Territory calls out volunteer 
forces to assist the Union. 

Naval: The USS Commerce captures the Confederate steam tug Lioness at the mouth 
of the Patapsco River, Maryland. 

The first U.S. Navy vessels establish a blockade of the James River and Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. 

The USS Hatteras seizes the Confederate vessel Magnolia in the Gulf of Mexico. 

May 3 

North: President Abraham Lincoln issues a new call for 42,000 three-year volun¬ 
teers, with 10 new regiments for the U.S. Army and an additional 18,000 seamen 
for the navy. This brings available manpower ceilings to 156,000 for the army and 
25,000 for the navy. 

General Winfield Scott, the senior American commander, unveils his so-called 
Anaconda Plan for defeating the rising tide of secessionism to President Abraham 
Lincoln. Basically, this entails a gunboat-supported drive down the Mississippi River 
by 60,000 troops, commencing at Cairo, Illinois, and ending in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Concurrently, the U.S. Navy would establish a tight blockade of the Southern coast 
to strangle Confederate trade with Europe. Derided at first by younger general offi¬ 
cers who preferred a swift and decisive military campaign, the Scott plan is not 
adopted formally until 1864, and then in slightly modified form. Nonetheless, the 
aged “Old Fuss and Feathers” Scott provided a viable, war-winning strategy that 
ultimately preserved the Union. Lincoln spends nearly three years finding a general 
to execute it forcefully. 

West: The Department of the Ohio is formed (Illinois, Indiana, Ohio). 

U.S. ordnance stores are seized at Kansas City, Missouri. 

May 4 

West: Confederate sympathizers appropriate U.S. ordnance stores in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Southwest: Fort Arbuckle, Indian Territory, is abandoned by Federal forces. 
Naval: The USS Cumberland captures the Mary and Virginia and the Theresa C. 
attempting to run the blockade off Fortress Monroe, Virginia. 

The CSS Star of the West is recommissioned in the Confederate navy at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, as a receiving ship. 

May 5 

North: To deter attempted sabotage, troops under General Benjamin F. Butler 
occupy buildings along the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

South: Confederate forces temporarily evacuate the town of Alexandria, Virginia, 
situated on the Potomac River directly across from Washington, D.C. 

Naval: The USS Valley City captures the Confederate vessel /. O’Neil off Pamlico 
River, North Carolina. 

May 6 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis signs a biJl passed by the Confederate Congress, 
declaring a state of war with the United States. 
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The state legislature in Arkansas approves secession by 69 to 1, becoming the 
ninth state to depart, while the government of Tennessee likewise votes 66 to 25 to 
authorize a public referendum on the issue. 

West: The Confederate-leaning Missouri State Militia under General Daniel M. 
Frost establishes a training camp near St. Louis at the behest of Governor Claiborne 
Jackson. Meanwhile, Captain Nathaniel Lyon, commanding the garrison at St. Louis, 
refuses all public demands to remove his troops from the city. 

Naval: The Confederate Congress mandates the issuance of letters of marque and 
reprisal to privateers. 

May 7 

Politics: The Tennessee state legislature formally votes to join the Confederacy 
while riots erupt between pro- and antisecessionist sympathizers in Knoxville. The 
eastern half of the state remains a strong Unionist enclave throughout the war. 
North: President Abraham Lincoln appoints newly repatriated Major Robert 
Anderson to recruiting duties in his native state of Kentucky 
Naval: The U.S. Naval Academy staff, students, and supplies finally board the 
steamer USS Baltic and the venerable frigate USS Constitution at Annapolis, prior 
to relocating to Newport, Rhode Island. 

The USS Yankee receives the fire of Confederate batteries stationed at Gloucester 
Point, Virginia. 

May 9 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis authorizes enlisting more than 400,000 volun¬ 
teers for three years or the duration of the war. The quotas are met enthusiastically 
at first. 

North: Maryland’s pro-Union stance forces all secessionist military units to evacu¬ 
ate the state. 

Southwest: Golonel William H. Emory abandons Fort Cobb in the Chickasaw 
Indian Nation. 

A detachment of Federal troops under Colonel Isaac V. D. Reeve surrenders to 
Colonel Earl Van Dorn at San Lucas Spring, Texas. 

Naval: The frigate USS Constitution and the steamer Baltic ariive at Newport, Rhode 
Island, with faculty and midshipmen, to reestablish the U.S. Naval Academy. 

Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory orders Commander James 
D. Bulloch to England as Confederate naval agent. There, BuUoch engages in a bat¬ 
tle of wits with U.S. Minister Charles Francis Adams while clandestinely acquiring 
ships, guns, and munitions. 

May 10 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis urges the Confederate Congress to purchase six 
warships, arms, and supplies from abroad. 

South: General Robert E. Lee is made commander of Confederate troops in Vir¬ 
ginia. 

West: Violence erupts in St. Louis, Missouri, between secessionist sympathizers and 
U.S. Army troops, backed by a large German-speaking population. About two dozen 
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civilians and two soldiers die in the fighting as Captain Nathaniel Lyon energetically 
takes General Daniel M. Frost and 625 Confederates prisoner at Camp Jackson. 
However, his rashness induces many undecided citizens to join secessionist ranks, 
and 30 citizens die in subsequent rioting. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory alerts the Committee 
of Naval Affairs, Confederate Congress, that the acquisition of a heavily armed iron 
ship is “a matter of the first necessity.” 

The steamer USS Niagara under Captain William W. McKean assumes a block¬ 
ading position off Charleston, South Carolina. 

May 11 

South: Ben McCulloch is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: Continuing secessionist unrest in St. Louis, Missouri, results in seven civil¬ 
ian deaths at the hands of the 5th Reserve Regiment. Colonel William S. Harney 
also arrives back in town to succeed Captain Nathaniel Lyon as garrison com¬ 
mander. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee arrives off Alexandria, Virginia, to protect anchored Union 
vessels from attack. 

May 12 

Naval: The USS Niagara captures the Confederate blockade-runner General Park- 
hill at sea while approaching Charleston, South Carolina. 

May 13 

Diplomacy: In a move that antagonizes the Lincoln administration, the gov¬ 
ernment of Great Britain recognizes both the North and the South as belliger¬ 
ents. This amounts to a discreet nod in terms of recognizing the Confederacy 
as an equal partner in the upcoming struggle, but Queen Victoria’s adherence 
to strict neutrality dashes Southern hopes for military intervention on their 
behalf 

Politics: Virginia delegates from the western portion of the state, who disagree 
with secession, convene a convention of their own at Wheeling. There, they discuss 
joining the Union as a new state. 

North: Baltimore is reoccupied and secured by Federal forces under General Ben¬ 
jamin F. Butler, who both occupies Federal Hill and imposes martial law without 
prior authorization. 

West: General George B. McGleUan is appointed commander of the Department 
of the Ohio. 

Southwest: General Ben McCulloch becomes Confederate commander of the 
Indian Territory. 

Naval: The blockade of Pensacola, Florida, resumes under the USS Sabine. 

May 14 

Diplomacy: U.S. minister Charles Francis Adams arrives in London, England, 
where it is expected his pristine abolitionist credentials will resonate favorably at 
the Court of St. James. 
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North: John C. Fremont, a popular explorer and one-time presidential candidate, 
becomes a major general, U.S. Army. Irvin McDowell and Montgomery C. Meigs 
also are appointed brigadier generals. 

General Benjamin E Butler consolidates his grip on Baltimore, Maryland, and 
arrests noted secessionists, including Ross Winans, who had invented a steam can¬ 
non. Governor Thomas H. Hicks also issues a call for four regiments to defend 
Maryland and the national capital. 

South: Robert E. Lee is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: Major Robert Anderson is instructed by President Abraham Lincoln to assist 
Kentucky Unionists wherever possible, despite the state’s avowed neutrality. 

The South needs rolling stock, so Colonel Thomas J. Jackson orders the seizure 
of trains and railroad cars at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota captures Confederate schooners Mary Willis, Delaware 
Farmer, and Emily Ann off Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

May 15 

North: Major Robert Anderson, defender of Fort Sumter and regarded as a North¬ 
ern hero, is promoted several steps to brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: General Benjamin Butler relinquishes command of the Department of 
Annapolis and arrives at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, where he advances to major 
general of volunteers. He is succeeded by General George Cadwalader. 

WEST: General Joseph E. Johnston assumes command of Confederate forces near 
Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. 

Colonel William S. Harney, commanding at St. Louis, Missouri, implores citi¬ 
zens to ignore secessionist attempts to raise militia. However, he takes no active steps 
to interfere, which raises eyebrows among union supporters. 

Naval: The USS Bainbridge is ordered to New Grenada (Panama) to protect Ameri¬ 
can shipping from possible Confederate privateers. 

May 16 

Politics: Tennessee is encouraged to enter the Confederacy at the urging of Gov¬ 
ernor Isham Harris. 

South: Samuel Cooper gains appointment as a full general and senior leader in the 
Confederate army. 

West: William S. Rosecrans is promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

Union troops enter Potosi, Missouri, and begin to round up suspected Confed¬ 
erate sympathizers. 

Naval: The Navy Department orders Commander John Rodgers to establish naval 
forces on western rivers and to cooperate with troops under General John C. Fremont. 

May 17 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis agrees to a $50 million loan to the Confederate 
government along with the distribution of treasury notes. He also signs legislation 
admitting North Carolina into the Confederacy. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota seizes the Confederate bark Star at sea en route to Bre¬ 
men, Germany. 
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West: The California legislature votes its support for the Union. 

Southwest: Chief John Ross declares neutrality for Cherokee throughout the 
Indian Territory, although the tribe continues splintering into pro- and antiseces¬ 
sionist factions. 

May 18 

Politics: Arkansas formally joins the Confederate States of America. 

West: Missouri politician Francis Blair contacts President Abraham Lincoln concern¬ 
ing his suspicions about Colonel William S. Harney, commanding officer at St. Louis. 
Naval: U.S. Navy ships blockade the mouth of the Rappahannock River, Virginia. 
The Confederate schooner Savannah is commissioned as a privateer. 

May 19 

West: The Confederate garrison at Harper’s Ferry in western Virginia is strength¬ 
ened by additional troops. 

Naval: Warships USS Monticello and Thomas Freeborn trade fire with a Confederate 
battery at Sewell’s Point, Virginia. 

The CSS Lady Davis seizes the Union ship A. B. Thompson near Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

May 20 

Politics: The Provisional Confederate Congress elects to relocate itself from Mont¬ 
gomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia, where it will remain until 1865. This is 
calculated to strengthen the Old Dominion’s ties to the Confederacy but also shifts 
the locus of the war northward. 

At the behest of Governor Beriah Magoffin, the legislature of the strategic state 
of Kentucky declares neutrality in the upcoming struggle. 

The North Carolina State Convention at Raleigh votes to become the 10th state 
to secede and also ratifies the Confederate Constitution. 

South: William W. Loring is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The USS Crusader captures Confederate blockade-runner Neptune off Fort 
Taylor, Florida. 

May 21 

Diplomacy: A bellicose secretary of state William H. Seward issues Dispatch No. 
10 for Minister Charles F. Adams in London, which threatens war with England. In 
light of prevailing military and political realities, Adams simply ignores it. 
Politics: The Provisional Confederate Congress adjourns its second Session. 
South: General John B. Magruder arrives to take command of Confederate forces 
at Yorktown, Virginia. Among his best units there is the 1st North Carolina under 
Colonel Daniel H. Hill. 

WEST: General William S. Harney, commanding Federal forces in Missouri, enters 
into a convention with Missouri State Guard commander General Sterling Price. 
He then agrees not to introduce Federal troops into the state if the Southerners can 
maintain order. Both Congressman Francis P. Blair and Captain Nathaniel Lyon 
condemn the agreement, regarding it as treasonous. 
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Naval: USS Pocahontas captures the Confederate steamer James Guy off Machdoc 
Creek, Virginia. 

The venerable frigate USS Constellation, the navy’s oldest operating warship, 
captures the slaver Triton off the west coast of Africa. 

May 23 

Politics: A popular vote for secession in Virginia is 97,750 in favor and 32,134 
against. However, efforts continue in the 50 western counties to remain within the 
Union. 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler, commanding Fortress Monroe, Virginia, refuses 
to return three runaways slaves to their owner by declaring them “contraband of 
war.” This sets an important precedent for allowing thousands of slaves to escape to 
Union lines and freedom. 

John B. Floyd, the former secretary of war, becomes a brigadier general, C.S.A. 
Virginia general Benjamin Huger assumes command at Norfolk, Virginia. 
West: Federal troops commence extended operations against Indians on the Eel 
and Mad rivers of California for the next three weeks. 

Naval: The USS Mississippi suffers sabotage to its steam condensers and is forced 
back to Boston, Massachusetts, for repairs. 

May 24 

South: About 13,000 Union soldiers under General Samuel P. Heintzelman occupy 
Alexandria and Arlington Heights, Virginia, bolstering the defenses of Washington, 
D.C. The North now enjoys another solid lodgment on Old Dominion soil. How¬ 
ever, when 24-year-old Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth of the 11th New York Regiment 
(Eire Zouaves) removes a Confederate flag from a hotel in Alexandria, he is shot 
by innkeeper James T. Jackson, who is then himself killed. Ellsworth enjoys the 
melancholy distinction of becoming the North’s first officer fatality. Both men are 
enshrined as martyrs by their respective side. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee under Commander Stephen C. Rowan receives the sur¬ 
render of Alexandria, Virginia, which is occupied promptly by Eederal forces under 
Commodore John A. B. DahJgren. 

May 25 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln attends the funeral of Colonel Elmer E. Ells¬ 
worth after his remains lay in state at the White House. “So much of promised 
usefulness to one’s country, and of bright hopes for one’s self and friends,” a somber 
Lincoln writes, “have rarely been so suddenly dashed, as in his fall.” 

North: Secessionist John Merryman is imprisoned by Union authorities in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, for recruiting Confederate troops and sabotaging railroad lines 
and bridges. Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, acting in the capacity of a Eederal circuit 
court judge, issues a writ of habeas corpus on his behalf to release him, but the 
commanding officer recognizes no authority other than the commander in chief’s. 
Taney subsequently countered that only Congress possesses the power to suspend 
habeas corpus. 
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South: To forestall Confederate moves against Washington, D.C., Union forces 
destroy seven miles of bridges and rail line between Alexandria and Leesburg, Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee captures the Confederate steamer Thomas Collyer at Alex¬ 
andria, Virginia. 

The USS Minnesota captures the Confederate bark Winfred off Hampton Roads, 
Virginia. 

May 26 

Political: U.S. postmaster general Francis R Blair announces the suspension of all 
service with Confederate states. 

West: General George B. McGlellan orders three columns of Union forces to 
advance on Grafton in western Virginia to secure the Baltimore and Ohio Rail¬ 
road. This forms the most important link between the capital and the western 
states. 

Naval: The sloop USS Powhatan under Lieutenant David D. Porter takes up block¬ 
ading positions off Mobile, Alabama. 

Commander Charles H. Poor of the USS Brooklyn assumes blockading stations 
off New Orleans, Louisiana. 

May 27 

Politics: Chief Justice Roger B. Taney again declares the suspension of the writ 
of habeas corpus unconstitutional, which President Abraham Lincoln promptly 
ignores in light of circumstances. 

South: To enlarge the Northern staging area around Fortress Monroe, Virginia, 
General Benjamin F. Butler advances eight miles and occupies Newport News. 

May 28 

South: General Irvin McDowell is appointed commander of the Department of 
Northeastern Virginia, including newly acquired Alexandria. 

Naval: The USS Union assumes blockading positions off Savannah, Georgia. 

May 29 

North: Dorothea L. Dix approaches Secretary of War Simon Gameron and offers 
to assist organizing hospital services for Federal forces. 

South: Albert S. Johnston is appointed a full general in the Confederate army. 

The first Confederate Congress convenes its first session in Richmond, Virginia. 
Naval: The Potomac Flotilla, consisting of steamers USS Thomas Freeborn, Anacos- 
tia, Resolute, and Pawnee, bombard Southern batteries at Aquia Creek, Virginia, for 
the next three days. 

Commander John R. Goldsborough and the steamer USS Union establish a 
blockade off Savannah, Georgia. 

The USS Powhatan under Lieutenant David D. Porter captures the Confederate 
schooner Mary Clinton near the Southwest Pass, Mississippi River. 

The Confederate privateer /. C. Calhoun captures the Union brig Panama and 
takes it to New Orleans. 
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May 30 

Politics: Secretary of War Simon Cameron instructs General Benjamin E Butler at 
Fortress Monroe, Virginia, that fugitive slaves who cross Union lines are not to be 
returned but, rather, fed and given work around military installations. 

West: Federal forces under Colonel Benjamin F. Kelley occupy Grafton, western 
Virginia, to secure passage of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad as well as encour¬ 
age the activities of pro-Union inhabitants. General George B. McClellan next dis¬ 
patches a brigade under General Thomas A. Morris to seize the town at Philippi, 
west of strategic Harper’s Ferry. 

Naval: Confederate forces raise the scuttled USS Merrimac at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
commence reconstruction work. 

The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate schooner Lynchburg at sea. 

May 31 

West: General John G. Fremont supersedes General William S. Harney as Union 
commander in Missouri. His prior agreement with General Sterling Price not to 
introduce Federal troops in the region also is abrogated. 

Federal troops, newly removed from Indian Territory, reestablish themselves at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Naval: The USS Perry seizes the Confederate blockade runner Hannah M. Johnson 
at sea. 

June 1 

Diplomacy In a major defeat for Confederate privateering, the government of 
Great Britain forbids armed vessels of either side from bringing prizes into English 
ports. However, this stance does not prevent British shipyards from clandestinely 
constructing warships for use by the Confederate navy. 

South: Skirmishing commences between Union and Confederate forces at Arling¬ 
ton Mills and Fairfax County Courthouse, Virginia. Captain John Q. Marr becomes 
the South’s earliest officer fatality. 

Naval: The USS Union captures the Confederate vessel F. W. Johnson off the North 
Carolina coast. 

June 2 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, formerly commanding at Charleston, 
South Carolina, succeeds General Milledge L. Bonham as head of Confederate 
forces at Manassas Junction, Virginia. 

June 3 

Politics: Democrat Stephen A. Douglas, the “Little Giant” who defeated Abraham 
Lincoln in his bid for the Senate, dies in Chicago, Illinois, at the age of 48. The North 
loses one of its most eloquent and forceful spokespeople. 

West: A brigade of Indiana troops under General Thomas A. Morris surprises and 
easily defeats a Confederate detachment under Colonel George A. Porterfield at 
Philippi, in western Virginia. The Northerners successfully attack his camp and send 
the defenders scurrying with the loss of 15 men, their baggage, and several flags out 
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of roughly 1,000 men who were engaged. Thomas loses two men wounded. This 
victory, greatly exaggerated in the press as the “Philippi Races,” clears the Kanawha 
Valley of enemy forces and provides greater impetus for the region to break with the 
Confederacy. General George B. McClellan, commanding but not directly involved 
in the action, receives both credit and increasing political attention. 

June 4 

Naval: The brig USS Perry captures the Confederate privateer Savannah at sea, 
releasing its prize, the American brig Joseph. 

June 5 

North: Federal authorities and U.S. marshals seize powder works in Connecticut 
and Delaware to prevent possible shipments to the Confederacy. 

South: Earl Van Dorn is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate ship General Greene off the 
Chesapeake Capes. 

The U.S. revenue cutter Harriet Lane engages Confederate forces at Pig Point, 
Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

The USS Niagara captures the Confederate vessel Aid off Mobile, Alabama. 

June 6 

South: Colonel John B. Magruder, commanding Confederate forces outside of Yor- 
ktown, Virginia, dispatches Colonel Daniel H. Hill and his 1st North Carolina to 
nearby Big Bethel to observe Union movements. This places them only eight miles 
from the main Union force gathered at Hampton. 

West: Responsibility for Missouri is transferred to the Department of the Ohio 
under General George B. McClellan. 

General Henry A. Wise, former Virginia governor, is appointed Confederate 
commander of the Kanawha VaUey, western Virginia. 

June 8 

Politics: Tennessee voters approve secession by a margin of 104,913 to 47,238, and 
it joins the Confederacy as the 11th and final state to do so. However, the eastern 
sections of the state remain active in the Union cause. 

South: General Robert S. Garnett is appointed commander of Confederate forces 
in northwestern Virginia. Governor John Lechter, to enhance the defenses of his 
state further, transfers all Virginia troops to Confederate control. 

Naval: The USS Resolute captures the Confederate vessel Somerset at Breton’s Bay, 
Georgia. 

The USS Mississippi establishes a blockade off Key West, Florida. 

June 9 

North: The U.S. Sanitary Commission is founded and organized to provide nurs¬ 
ing, sanitation, and other support activities to Federal forces. 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler decides to dislodge Confederate forces 
entrenched at Big Bethel, Virginia, only eight miles from his main position in Hamp¬ 
ton. To do so, he orders the brigade of General Ebenezer Pierce—composed of five 
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New York regiments, one from Massachusetts and Vermont, and a section of the 2nd 
U.S. Artillery out from Newport News—on a night march. The transit goes badly, 
with many units becoming lost. Worse, the 5th New York (Zouaves), resplendent in 
their gray uniforms, are mistaken for Confederates and are fired upon, sustaining 21 
casualties. Butler’s plan, which calls for an attack by four converging columns, also 
proves overly complicated for his inexperienced recruits to execute properly. 
Naval: The USS Massachusetts captures the British blockade-runner Perthshire off 
Pensacola, Florida. 

June 10 

North: Dorothea L. Dix becomes superintendent of woman nurses to help super¬ 
vise medical activities within the U.S. Army. 

Colonel Charles Stone leads the 14th U.S. Infantry from Washington, D.C., and 
embarks at Edward’s Ferry across the Potomac River en route to Rockville, Mary¬ 
land. 

South: Federal forces under General Ebenezer Pierce, numbering 4,400, attack 
1,500 Confederates led by Colonel John B. Magruder at Big Bethel, Virginia. The 
green Union troops are committed piecemeal against enemy entrenchments by their 
commander and are beaten back, principally by the well-trained 1st North Carolina 
of Colonel Daniel H. Hill. After badly bungling the effort. Pierce withdraws with 
eight killed, 53 wounded, and five missing. Among the slain is Major Theodore 
Winthrop, a noted journalist and member of General Benjamin F. Butler’s staff 
Southern losses are one killed and seven wounded; news of this successful encounter 
causes joyous celebrations at Richmond. Consequently, both Magruder and Hill 
gain promotion to brigadier general. Major George W. Randolph, who handled 
Magruder’s artillery, ultimately rises to Confederate secretary of war. 

West: Federal captain Nathaniel Fyon, commanding the St. Fouis garrison, storms 
out of negotiations with pro-Southern Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson and 
Home Guard commander General Sterling Price. He then “declares war” on the state 
of Missouri and prepares to dispense his opponents by force. Meanwhile, Claiborne 
issues an urgent appeal for 50,000 volunteers to fend off Federal troops. 

Naval: Confederate lieutenant John M. Brooke, a gifted naval engineer, receives 
orders to convert the former stream frigate USS Merrimack into the ironclad CSS 
Virginia. 

The USS Union captures the Confederate vessel Hallie Jackson off Savannah, 
Georgia. 

June 11 

Politics: Pro-Union delegates meeting at Wheeling, Virginia, form an alternate 
government in the westernmost reaches of that state and elect Francis H. Pierpont 
as governor, along with two U.S. senators. 

West: Colonel Few Wallace and his 11th Indiana depart Cumberland, Maryland, 
and advance against Romney in western Virginia, which he intends to occupy. 
Southwest: Colonel William W. Foring resigns his commission as commander 
of the New Mexico Territory to join the Confederacy and is succeeded by Colonel 
Edward R. S. Canby. 
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June 13 

West: Colonel Lew Wallace and his 11th Indiana brush aside Confederate pickets 
and occupy Romney in western Virginia. 

Pro-Southern militia under Governor Claiborne F. Jackson evacuate St. Louis, 
Missouri, and set out for the capital at Jefferson City. 

Naval: The USS Mississippi seizes the schooner Frost King at Key West, Florida. 

June 14 

North: Federal troops under Colonel Charles P. Stone skirmish with Confederates 
at Seneca Falls, Maryland. At Point of Rocks, Maryland, engineers also remove a 
100-ton boulder obstructing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, rolled there from 
overhanging cliffs by retreating Confederates. 

South: Robert E. Lee is promoted to full general, C.S.A. 

West: General Joseph E. Johnston evacuates Flarper’s Eerry, Virginia, in the face of 
converging columns under Generals Robert Patterson and George B. McClellan. 

Confederate sympathizers under Governor Claiborne F. Jackson hastily depart 
Jefferson City, Missouri, as Federal forces draw nearer. 

Naval: The USS Sumter captures the slaver Falmouth off the West African coast. 

June 15 

West: Federal troops under Captain Nathaniel Lyon forcibly occupy the capital of 
Jefferson City, Missouri, while 1,500 poorly armed and trained Confederate sympa¬ 
thizers under Governor Claiborne F. Jackson encamp at nearby Booneville. 

June 16 

West: Confederate forces under General Robert S. Garnett seize Laurel Flill in west¬ 
ern Virginia and subsequently occupy a similar strong position at Rich Mountain. 
Badly outnumbered by troops of the nearby Department of the Ohio under General 
George B. McClellan, he initiates a series of raids on his line of communications to 
keep Union forces off balance. 

June 17 

Diplomacy: The government of Spain declares its neutrality but, following Britain’s 
lead, recognizes the Confederacy as a belligerent power. 

Politics: Unionist delegates meeting in Wheeling, Virginia, unanimously declare 
their independence from the Confederacy. 

North: President Abraham Lincoln is treated to a demonstration of balloon tech¬ 
nology by Professor Thaddeus S. C. Lowe. Military observers who are present appre¬ 
ciate the potential use of such technology as battlefield reconnaissance platforms. 

Union forces under Colonel Charles P. Stones skirmish with Confederates at 
Conrad’s Ferry, Maryland. 

South: In a clever little action, Colonel Maxcy Gregg of the 1st South Carolina 
Infantry ambushes and captures a locomotive at Vienna, Virginia. Ohio troops are 
subsequently dispatched there to repair the tracks. 

West: Pro-Union inhabitants of Greeneville, Tennessee, rally to keep their region 
of the state out of the Confederacy. 
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Union General Nathaniel Lyon and 1,700 men aggressively pursue retreating 
Missouri State Guard under Governor Claiborne F. Jackson up the Missouri River. 
He then disembarks and attacks 1,500 poorly armed secessionists at Camp Bacon 
near BoonviUe. Jackson forms a line to resist an onslaught by the 1st Missouri Infan¬ 
try and 2nd Missouri Rifles, but his stand is shattered by artillery fire from Lyon’s 
two cannon. In 20 minutes, the governor and his consorts flee to the southwest 
corner of the state. Both sides lose three dead and 10 wounded apiece, with an 
additional 60 guardsmen captured. More important. Union forces now control the 
lower Missouri River—and Lyon sternly warns all inhabitants against possible acts 
of treason. He then dispatches a column of pro-Union Missouri Volunteers to pre¬ 
vent General Sterling Price from linking up with Confederate forces under General 
Ben McCulloch in Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Massachusetts takes the Confederate schooner Achilles off Ship 
Island, Mississippi. 

June 18 

Naval: The USS Union captures the blockade-runner Amelia at Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

June 19 

Political: Pro-Union delegates meeting at Wheeling, Virginia, elect Francis H. 
Pierpont provisional governor of the western portion of that state. 

West: An attack on Cole Camp, Missouri, by German-speaking pro-Unionists is 
repulsed by secessionist militia. This small victory stiffens the resolve of the fleeing 
Southerners. 

Southwest: Cherokee chief John Ross repeats his stance of neutrality and reminds 
fellow tribesmen of previous obligations to the United States. 

Naval: The USS Massachusetts captures the Confederate brig Nahum Stetson off 
Pass al’Outre, Louisiana. 

June 20 

West: The governor of Kansas calls on citizens to organize and repel any pro-seces¬ 
sionist attacks emanating from Missouri. 

June 22 

South: Colonel Harvey Brown, commanding Fort Pickens, Florida, informs the 
War Department that he will not return fugitive slaves to their owners unless 
ordered to do so. 

WEST: Pro-Union sympathizers gather in Greeneville, Tennessee, and formally 
declare their allegiance to the Federal government. 

June 23 

South: Professor Thaddeus S. C. Lowe rises in his balloon to observe Confederate 
deployments at Falls Church, Virginia. 

Naval: Armored conversion of the ex-USS Merrimac into the new ironclad CSS 
Virginia continues in earnest at Norfolk, Virginia. 
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The USS Massachusetts seizes Confederate schooners Trois Frese, Olive Branch, 
Fanny, and Basile in the Gulf of Mexico. It also catches a Mexican schooner, Bril¬ 
liant, as it attempts to slip through the blockade. 

June 24 

North: In Washington, D.C., President Abraham Lincoln observes demonstrations 
of rifled cannon and the “Coffee Mill,” an experimental, rapid-firing weapon. 
Naval: The USS Pawnee and Thomas Freeborn again engage Confederate batteries 
at Mathias Point, Virginia. 

June 25 

South: Leonidas Polk is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

June 26 

North: General Nathaniel P. Banks is directed to arrest George P. Jane, marshal of 
Baltimore, Maryland, police, for secessionist activity. He is ordered to apprehend 
him as discreetly as possible. 

West: Colonel Lew Wallace skirmishes with Confederates at Patterson Creek, in 
western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota captures the Confederate bark Sally Magee off Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. 

June 27 

North: A major strategy session is called in Washington, D.C., with representa¬ 
tives of the army, navy, and coast survey in attendance. The newly created Blockade 
Strategy Board includes Captain Samuel E Du Pont, Commander Charles H. Davis, 
and other military notables and becomes a key planning body. The policies they 
promulgate remain in effect to the end of the war. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Resolute burns a Confederate supply depot on 
the southern shore of the Potomac River. 

Confederate forces repel an attempt to land forces at Mathias Point, Virginia, by 
gunboats USS Pawnee and Thomas Freeborn. Commander James H. Ward, a former 
superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, is killed in action, becoming the first 
US. Navy officer fatality. 

June 28 

Naval: The Blockade Strategy Board resolves to seize a port in South Carolina and 
Georgia to serve as coaling stations for the blockading fleet offshore. 

Confederates posing as passengers under George N. Hollins, C.S.N., board and 
capture the passenger steamer St. Nicholas at Baltimore and then sail into Ghesapeake 
Bay. Hollins hopes to encounter and surprise the USS Pawnee, but it fails to appear. 

Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis slips past the blockade at Charleston, 
South Carolina, and commences a successful career raiding Union commerce. 

June 29 

Political: Amid mounting war fever. President Abraham Lincoln is briefed on 
military strategy by Generals Winfield Scott and Irvin McDowell. However, Scott 
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is against committing untrained levies to combat at this stage and argues—unsuc¬ 
cessfully—against seeking victory in a single, decisive campaign. 

North: The Washington, D.C., garrison is bolstered by the arrival of the 11th Mas¬ 
sachusetts and 12th New York, which encamp about the White House. 

South: A surprise Confederate raid against Harper’s Ferry destroys several boats 
and bridges before withdrawing. 

June 30 

Naval: The USS Reliance destroys the Confederate sloop Passenger in the Potomac 
River. 

Captain Raphael Semmes, commanding CSS Sumter, evades the USS Brooklyn 
off New Orleans, Louisiana, and commences his celebrated career as a commerce 
raider. 

July 1 

Politics: The War Department decrees that military volunteers will be recruited 
from both Kentucky and Tennessee, despite the former’s neutrality and the latter’s 
secession. 

North: At Baltimore, Maryland, Federal troops arrest four members of the local 
police force for secessionist activities. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota captures the Confederate schooner Sally Meats off 
Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

July 2 

Politics: The new pro-Union legislature of western Virginia convenes at Wheel¬ 
ing. 

North: President Abraham Lincoln confers with General John C. Fremont over 
strategy in the vital and sensitive region of Missouri, which remains wracked by 
secessionist unrest. 

West: General Robert Patterson continues advancing into the Shenandoah Valley 
and crosses the Potomac River at Williamsport, Maryland, to pin down Confeder¬ 
ate forces there. Patterson also wins a minor clash at Hoke’s Run, Virginia. General 
Joseph E. Johnston, meanwhile, prepares to hold off Patterson while shifting the 
bulk of his troops to Confederate troops near Washington, D.C. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina under Commander James Alden assumes blockad¬ 
ing positions off Galveston, Texas. 

July 3 

West: General Robert Patterson continues advancing down the Shenandoah Valley 
and occupies Martinsburg, Virginia. Outnumbered, General Joseph E. Johnston falls 
back on Winchester, Virginia. 

Southwest: Union forces abandon Fort McLane in the New Mexico Territory. 
Meanwhile, the new Western Department arises, consisting of Missouri, Arkansas, 
Kansas, New Mexico, and the Indian Territory. 

Naval: CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes captures the American vessel 
Golden Rocket off Cuba. 
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July 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln addresses a special session of the 37th Con¬ 
gress and pleads for $4 million—and an additional 400,000 men. Having exhausted 
all avenues for peaceful settlement, he makes clear his intention of waging war solely 
against the Confederate government—not the South itself. He also explains and 
justifies his recent suspension of habeas corpus strictly as a wartime expedient. 
South: Joseph E. Johnston is appointed a fuU general, C.S.A. 

West: Union and Confederate forces briefly skirmish at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. 
Naval: The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate blockade-runners Shark, 
Venus, Ann Ryan, McCanfield, Louisa, and Dart of Galveston, Texas. 

July 5 

South: Contending forces under Generals Benjamin Butler and John B. Magruder 
skirmish near Curtis’s Farm, Newport News, Virginia. 

WEST: Colonel Franz Sigel, leading a German-speaking detachment of 1,100 vol¬ 
unteers, advances on a larger force of 4,000 Missouri militia under Governor 
Claiborne F. Jackson near Carthage. The Confederates decide to attack Sigel’s line, 
which is posted on a hill. The Northerners, who lack cavalry to guard their flanks, 
pelt Jackson’s line with some small artillery, which so unnerves their commander 
that he orders his 2,000 unharmed state cavalry to take shelter in adjoining woods. 
Sigel, however, interprets this move as a threat to his flank, so he sounds a retreat. 
Union losses are 13 dead and 31 wounded to a Confederate tally of 40 killed and 
64 injured. Sigel subsequently falls back on the army of General Nathaniel Lyon 
while Jackson moves to unite with forces under General Sterling Price. Elsewhere, 
General Ben McCulloch captures a detachment of 80 Union soldiers at Neosho. 
Naval: The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate blockade-runners Falcon 
and Coralia off Galveston, Texas. 

The USS Dana captures the Confederate sloop Teaser in Nanjemoy Creek, 
Maryland. 

July 6 

West: George B. McClellan, commanding the Department of the Ohio, orders an 
Indiana brigade under General Thomas A. Morris to depart Philippi in western 
Virginia and march toward Confederate troop concentrations at Laurel Hill. He will 
take the main force of three brigades simultaneously in a movement against enemy 
forces at nearby Rich Mountain. 

Naval: Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis seizes Union vessels Enchantress and 
John Welsh off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. 

The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate schooner George Baker off 
Galveston, Texas. 

Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes docks at 
Havana, Cuba, with six Northern prizes in tow. 

July 7 

North: Union and Confederate troops skirmish at Great Falls, Maryland. 

South: Contending forces skirmish heavily at Bellington and Laurel Hill in western 
Virginia. 
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West: Union troops arrive at the foot of Laurel Hill in western Virginia. A force of 
two regiments under Colonel Robert L. McCook probes defenses erected there by 
Confederate general Robert S. Gannett, and heavy skirmishing erupts. 

General Nathaniel Lyon, commanding Union forces at Springfield, Missouri, is 
reinforced by troops under Major Samuel D. Sturgis. He now possesses 7,000 men 
but remains outnumbered two to one by invigorated Gonfederate forces. 

Naval: The USS Pocahontas engages and damages the CSS George Page in Aquia 
Creek, Virginia. 

The Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis seizes the Northern ship S. J. Waring 
off New Jersey. 

The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate schooner Sam Houston off 
Galveston, Texas. 

July 8 

West: Union forces attack and disperse a camp of secessionist militia at Florida, 
Missouri. 

Gonfederate general Henry H. Sibley receives orders to march from Texas and 
drive Union forces out of the neighboring New Mexico Territory. 

While cruising the Potomac River, the screw tug Resolute espies and retrieves 
two mysterious looking objects, which turn out to be the First Gonfederate “torpe¬ 
does” (mines) encountered during the war. 

July 9 

Politics: The U.S. House of Representatives resolves not to oblige Union soldiers 
to return fugitive slaves. 

WEST: General George B. McClellan, angered by guerrilla attacks on his supply 
lines in the Allegheny Mountains of western Virginia, resolves to attack Confederate 
forces under General Robert S. Garnett near Beverly. He gathers up four brigades 
totaling 15,000 troops and marches to Rich Mountain. 

Colonel Robert F. Smith, 16th Illinois, skirmishes with Confederates around 
Monroe Station, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina destroys the Confederate schooner Tom Hicks off 
Galveston, Texas. 

Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis captures the Union brig Mary E. Thomp¬ 
son and the schooner Mary Goodell. 

July 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln assures General Simon B. Buckner, head of 
the Kentucky militia, that Union forces will not violate his state’s neutrality. 

The Creek Nation concludes a peace treaty with Colonel Albert Pike of the Con¬ 
federacy. 

South: Daniel H. Hill is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: Having reconnoitered enemy positions. General George B. McClellan com¬ 
mences his offensive in western Virginia by dispatching General William S. Rose- 
crans to dislodge enemy troops from Rich Mountain while another force under 
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Colonel Thomas A. Morris advances upon Confederates concentrated at Laurel 
Hill. 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Breckinridge, New Mexico Territory. 
Naval: The USS Minnesota captures the Confederate brig Amy Warwick in Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, Virginia. 

July 11 

Politics: The U.S. Senate formally expels absent members from Arkansas, North 
Carolina, Texas, and Virginia. One senator from Tennessee is also ejected, but 
Andrew Johnson, a loyalist from the eastern region of that state, retains his seat. 
North: General Nathaniel R Banks becomes commander of the Department of 
Annapolis. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans and 2,000 Union troops attack Colonel John 
Pegram’s 1,300 Confederates at Rich Mountain, western Virginia, after marching 
all night through a heavy downpour. Assisted by local Unionist guide David Hart, 
the Northerners snake down a secret path turning the Confederate left flank. A 
stout fight ensues, and Rosecrans drives back a 300-man advance guard before 
moving on Pegram’s main body. The Confederates hastily abandon their posi¬ 
tion and flee to nearby Beverly. Victory here places Union forces astride General 
Robert S. Garnett’s lines of communication, and he likewise withdraws from 
Laurel Hill, closely pursued by the main force under General George B. McClel¬ 
lan. Union losses are 12 killed and 62 wounded; Confederate casualties are given 
as 72. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina seizes the Confederate ship T. J. Chambers off 
Galveston, Texas. 

July 12 

Politics: Colonel Albert Pike arranges treaties between the Confederacy and the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes of the Indian Territory. 

South: Continued skirmishing erupts between Union and Confederate forces near 
Newport News, Virginia. 

WEST: Colonel John Pegram surrenders 555 men to General William S. Rosecrans 
at Beverly, western Virginia, which is then occupied by the main Union army under 
General George B. McClellan. In the same theater. General Jacob D. Cox’s Fed¬ 
eral troops advance to engage General Henry A. Wise’s Confederates in the Great 
Kanawha Valley. Southern forces under General Robert S. Garnett, anxious to escape 
the closing pincer movement, hurriedly move from Kaler’s Ford on the Gheat River 
to nearby Corrick’s Ford. 

July 13 

Politics: The House of Representatives expels Missouri member John Clark on a 
vote of 94 to 45. 

West: General Robert S. Garnett and his Gonfederates are defeated again at Corrick’s 
Ford (Carricksford) in western Virginia by General Thomas A. Morris’s Indiana bri¬ 
gade. After hard slogging through heavy rainfall and steep terrain, the Federals catch 
Garnett while fording the Cheat River and maul the 23rd Virginia, which constitutes 
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his rear guard. Garnett himself was in the act of rallying his skirmishers when he 
is struck down and killed. Confederate resistance collapses as Morris captures one 
cannon and 40 wagons. Union casualties are reported variously from 10 to 53 while 
the Confederates admit to 20. Garnett is also the first general officer on either side 
killed in action. McClellan, elevated by success to the status of national hero, next 
orders the bulk of his forces to advance on nearby Romney. 

Naval: The USS Massachusetts captures the Confederate schooner Hiland off Ship 
Island, Mississippi. 

July 14 

WEST: Command of Confederate forces in western Virginia reverts to General 
Henry R. Jackson. Meanwhile, the Union push under General Robert Patterson stalls 
south of Harper’s Ferry after encountering General Joseph E. Johnston’s troops. 
Patterson’s overall timidity and reluctance to give battle earns him the unflattering 
nickname “Granny” from his troops. 

Naval: The USS Daylight under Commander Samuel Lockwood establishes a for¬ 
mal blockade of Wilmington, North Carolina. 

July 15 

WEST: Confederate forces effect a full retreat from Harper’s Ferry in western 
Virginia. 

July 16 

South: Anxious to maintain the strategic initiative on the heel of victories in 
western Virginia, General Irvin McDowell orders his 32,000 men onto Manassas 
Junction. Here, the Manassas Gap and Orange and Alexandria railroads inter¬ 
sect only 30 miles southeast of Washington, D.C. “On to Richmond!” becomes 
a national mantra—although McDowell manages to traverse only six miles to 
Fairfax Court House. Another two days are required to reach Centreville, 22 miles 
from the capital, and the delay grants Confederate forces under General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard a badly needed respite. The latter musters only 22,000 men, 
thinly spread along an eight-mile defensive position behind Bull Run Creek, while 
awaiting reinforcements from the Shenandoah. Previously, both McDowell and 
General in Chief Winfield Scott expressed reservations to President Lincoln about 
committing such raw soldiery to combat, but they were overruled by political 
considerations. 

West: Skirmishing continues between General Jacob D. Cox’s Federals and Confed¬ 
erates under General Henry A. Wise at Barboursville, western Virginia. 

Naval: The Blockade Strategy Board informs navy secretary Gideon Welles of the 
importance of interdicting Confederate shipping. They then suggest using “stone 
fleets” (scuttled vessels) to obstruct Southern waterways. 

The USS St. Lawrence captures the British blockade-runner Herald while run¬ 
ning the blockade out of Beaufort, North Carolina. 

In a reversal of fortune, the Confederate prize crew onboard the captured S. J. 
Waring is overcome by its crew—led on by WiUiam Tilghman, an African-American 
sailor. The ship arrives at New York six days later. 
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July 17 

South: President Jefferson Davis orders General Joseph E. Johnston to reinforce 
General Pierre G. T. Beauregard in Virginia. In the face of General Robert Patter¬ 
son’s lethargic pursuit, Johnston expertly disengages from the Shenandoah Valley 
and races 11,000 men east by train to Manassas, Virginia. For the first time in mili¬ 
tary history, large numbers of troops are shuttled strategically from one front to the 
other by rail, bringing Confederate numbers up nearly to match Union strength. 
WEST: Scarey Town, western Virginia, occasions minor actions between General 
Jacob D. Cox and General Henry A. Wise, C.S.A. 

July 18 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward instructs American ministers 
in Britain and France to endorse the previously rejected 1856 Declaration of Paris, 
which outlawed privateering. However, this move is scuttled subsequently when 
neither government proves willing to apply it to the Confederacy. 

South: General Irvin McDowell dispatches a reconnaissance in force under Gen¬ 
eral Daniel Tyler toward Confederate forces collected at Centreville, Virginia. He 
is instructed specifically not to bring on a general engagement. After ascertaining 
intelligence from the local populace, Tyler accompanies Colonel Israel B. Richard¬ 
son’s command as it probes Confederate positions along Blackburn’s Ford on Bull 
Run Creek. This is on the extreme right of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s line, 
then arrayed eight miles along and behind Bull Run Creek. Richardson then deploys 
two cannon and the 1st Massachusetts, who enthusiastically engage enemy skir¬ 
mishers until they are staggered by volleys fired from three Virginia brigades under 
Colonel James Longstreet. After heavy fighting, Richardson orders his force with¬ 
drawn, but Tyler, against orders, brings additional cannon and regiments into the 
fray. These skirmish with Confederates across the creek for an hour before the 12th 
New York makes an ill-advised charge and is blasted back by Southerners lurking 
in the dense forestry. Then Fongstreet, assisted by the brigade of General Jubal A. 
Early, counterattacks across the line, but his raw troops give way to confusion. Both 
sides then draw off to sort themselves out, but the Federal attempts to cross the 
creek are thwarted. Fosses are 19 Union killed and 38 wounded to a Confederate 
tally of 15 dead and 53 wounded. This minor affair, nonetheless, bolsters South¬ 
ern morale for the impending fight at Bull Run. McDowell further compounds 
Northern problems by wasting two more days gathering supplies and conducting 
additional reconnaissance. 

Richard H. Anderson is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The USS Yankee captures the Confederate schooner Favorite on the Yeo- 
comico River, Virginia. 

July 19 

WEST: General John Pope, newly arrived in northern Missouri, warns the inhabit¬ 
ants that treasonable activity will be punished promptly, “without awaiting civil 
process.” 

Naval: The captain-general of Cuba releases all prizes brought into Cuban waters 
by Captain Raphael Semmes of CSS Sumter. 
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July 20 

Politics: The New York Tribune adopts the pejorative term Copperhead (a poison¬ 
ous snake) for any Northern politician opposing the war effort. 

The third session of the first provisional Confederate Congress convenes in 
Richmond, Virginia. President Jefferson Davis declares that Arkansas, North Caro¬ 
lina, Tennessee, and Virginia have allied themselves with the Confederacy and that 
the new capital now is established firmly at Richmond. 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Manassas Junction with reinforce¬ 
ments and technically succeeds General Pierre P. T. Beauregard as senior com¬ 
mander. Both leaders make preparations to receive an attack delivered by General 
Irvin McDowell to their front. McDowell, meanwhile, decides that the Confederate 
right is too strong to assail frontally—as demonstrated by the affair at Blackburn’s 
Ford—and he seeks an unguarded crossing point nearer to Beauregard’s left flank. 
When intelligence is received on the relatively weak defenses around Sudley Ford, 
McDowell devises a concerted plan to crush the Confederates. 

The Union attack is slated to begin with feints launched by General Daniel Tyler’s 
First Division, marching west from Centreville along Warrenton Pike, until it makes 
demonstrations at the stone bridge where the pike crosses Bull Run. Meanwhile, the 
Second and Third Divisions under Generals David Hunter and Samuel P. Heintzel- 
man would move west behind Tyler before passing him to suddenly descend on 
Sudley’s Ford at about 7:00 a.m. Once across, these two divisions—totaling 13,000 
men—would sweep around the Confederate left and rear, destroying them. An addi¬ 
tional feint was intended for Blackburn’s Ford by one brigade of Colonel S. D. Miles 
Fourth Division on the far right, while his remaining brigade remained in reserve. 
All told, McDowell conceived a viable enough strategy, but he entrusted it to men 
and officers who simply were too inexperienced to execute it properly. 

Curiously, General Beauregard also intended to assail the enemy’s left, but his 
operational orders proved contradictory. Many Southern commanders mistakenly 
assumed they were to remain in place and the attack never developed. Had they 
moved, spectators would have witnessed both armies, numbering in the thousands, 
simultaneously turn each other’s flank and ultimately reverse their positions. 
West: General William W. Loring assumes control of the Confederate’s Northwest¬ 
ern Army in western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon seizes the Confederate sloop Wild Pigeon on the 
Rappahannock River. 

The USS Albatross captures the former prize vessel Enchantress off Hatteras 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

July 21 

South: A momentous day begins with early morning movements by General Dan¬ 
iel Tyler’s division, which is roused from its camps and begins to grope through the 
darkness at 2:00 a.m. Four hours later, his cannon begins to lob shells at Confederate 
forces behind the stone bridge crossing Bull Run. However, Colonel Nathan G. Evans 
deduces that Tyler’s movement is merely a demonstration, and he rushes troops to 
the vicinity of Sudley’s Ford. General David Hunter, meanwhile, is equally tardy in 
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The Fourth Alabama, depicted firing the opening shots of the first major battle of the Civil War (The National 
Guard Heritage) 


his movements, and it is not until 9:30 a.m. that Union flanking forces are able to 
ford Bull Run and work their way south. Evans, however, cobbles together 900 men 
to oppose their advance on Matthews Hill, and he withstands repeated piecemeal 
attacks. Gradually, Confederate reinforcements arrive under Colonel Francis S. Bar¬ 
tow and General Barnard Bee while additional Union forces likewise are fed into the 
fray. After two hours of heavy fighting, the Southerners give way in confusion, and 
the Federals resume advancing in the direction of Henry House Hill. 

General Beauregard nearly compromises his own defensive position with a 
stream of conflicting orders that keep most of his units stationary instead of mov¬ 
ing toward his threatened left flank. One unit that did arrive is a brigade of five 
Virginia regiments under General Thomas J. Jackson. These quickly deploy on 
Henry House Hill, assisted by several cannon, and they resist ferociously a Union 
onslaught by 18,000 men. Jackson’s stand enabJes the survivors of Evans’s, Bar¬ 
tow’s, and Bee’s commands to rally behind him. McDowell also arrives to direct 
matters personally, but he compromises his numerical superiority by launching 
piecemeal attacks that are easily repelled. Worse, two Union batteries brought up 
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in support are outgunned and eventually are captured by blue-clad Confederate 
forces who were mistaken for Federals. Jackson’s aggressive defense greatly inspires 
the Southerners, and General Bee allegedly exclaims: “There is Jackson standing 
like a stonewall. Rally behind the Virginians!” McDowell continues committing 
additional forces to battle, but at 4:00 p.m., a Confederate brigade under Colonel 
Philip St. George Cocke arrives and sweeps the Federals from Fienry House Hill. 
The Union army’s offensive, spent by its exertions, begins to sputter out in the 
intense summer heat. 

Meanwhile, a separate struggle unfolds west of Henry House Hill along Chinn 
Ridge. Union troops under Colonel Oliver O. Howard successfully storm the heights, 
which places them astride Jackson’s flank, poised to drive him off. But as Howard 
maneuvers to perform exactly that, he is himself outflanked by Confederate brigades 
under Generals Arnold Elzay and Jubal A. Early and is thrown back. Sensing victory 
and the exhausted state of his antagonists, Beauregard orders a sudden advance by 
the entire line of Confederates. Flushed with success, they surge forward, shrieking 
their trademark battlecry, the “Rebel Yell.” McDowell’s units, finally bested, give 
ground in orderly fashion initially and recross Bull Run without undue hazard. 
However, a lucky Confederate shell suddenly turns over a wagon on the Cub Run 
Bridge, and utter panic ensues. The exhausted, demoralized soldiers run—headlong 
into the well-dressed and merry throng of civilians gathered by the roadside to 
witness what they anticipated would be a clear Union triumph. President Jefferson 
Davis, arriving on the battlefield during the final stages, urges an all-out pursuit to 
the gates of Washington, D.C. General Joseph E. Johnston, however, perceiving the 
disorganized and fatigued nature of his men, declines. Eighting gradually peters out 
after 10 hours of combat. 

The first major engagement of the Civil War ends in a tactical triumph for the 
Confederacy. Southern losses are 387 killed and 1,582 wounded (1,982) to a Union 
tally of 460 killed, 1,124 wounded, and 1,132 missing (2,896). The spoils of battle 
also prove impressive, and they include 28 cannon, 37 caissons, 500,000 rounds of 
ammunition, and nine regimental colors. In retrospect. Bull Run did little to alter 
the strategic balance of the war. While minuscule in comparison to later encounters, 
it demonstrated to both sides that the ensuing struggle would be prolonged and 
costly. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard is appointed full general, C.S.A. Jubal A. Early 
also becomes a brigadier general. 

West: General Nathaniel P. Banks succeeds General Robert Patterson as commander 
of the Department of the Shenandoah, western Virginia. The latter’s failure to pin 
down Confederate forces in the region proves a major factor in the Union defeat 
at Bull Run. 

General Jacob D. Dox and Henry A. Wise continue skirmishing at Charlestown, 
western Virginia. 

Skirmishing ensues with Native Americans along the Eel River, California. 
Naval: The U.S. Marine Corps receives its baptism of fire at Bull Run when a bat¬ 
talion commanded by Major John Reynolds loses with 9 killed, 19 wounded, and 
16 missing. 
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The USS Albatross engages the CSS Beaufort in Oregon Inlet, North Carolina, 
forcing it to retreat. 

The Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis seizes the Union hark Alvarado at sea. 

July 22 

Politics: Consistent with the Crittenden Resolution, the U.S. House of Repre¬ 
sentatives votes for war to preserve governance under the Constitution, save the 
Union, and maintain the status quo with regard to slavery. The measure is likewise 
approved by the Senate. 

North: The three-month enlistment term of many Union volunteers begins to 
expire, allowing many of them to be discharged. President Abraham Lincoln coun¬ 
ters by signing two bills authorizing 1 million three-year volunteers. 

South: General Barnard Bee, C.S.A., succumbs of wounds received at Bull Run. 
WEST: General George B. McClellan is ordered to succeed General Irvin McDowell, 
who is now disgraced. 

The Missouri State Convention, convening at Jefferson City, votes overwhelm¬ 
ingly in favor of the Union and also relocates the capital to St. Louis. Secession¬ 
ist governor Claiborne F. Jackson, meanwhile, declares himself the only legitimate 
political authority in Missouri. 

Federal troops under General Thomas Sweeney occupy Forsyth, Missouri. 
General William J. Hardee, C.S.A., assumes command of Confederate forces in 
northern Arkansas. 

July 23 

North: General John A. Dix assumes control of the Department of Maryland. 
West: General WiUiam S. Rosecrans succeeds General George B. McClellan as com¬ 
mander of the Department of the Ohio once the latter transfers to Virginia. 
Southwest: Federal forces abandon Fort Buchanan, New Mexico Territory. 

July 24 

Politics: Congress authorizes the position of assistant secretary of the navy, along 
with legislation “for the temporary increase in the navy.” 

West: General Jacob D. Gox engages and disperses Gonfederate forces under Gen¬ 
eral Henry A. Wise at Tyler Mountain in western Virginia. The town of Charleston 
subsequently is evacuated in the face of mounting Union pressure, and the Kanawha 
Valley is now free of Southern forces. Wise, meanwhile, retreats in the direction of 
Gauley Bridge. 

July 25 

Politics: Gongress authorizes the recruitment of volunteers, offering those who 
serve two years a $100 bonus. 

Tennessee senator Andrew Johnson moves to adopt the Crittenden Resolution 
in the U.S. Senate, and it passes 30 to 5. This mandates and reaffirms that the war is 
being fought for the preservation of the Union and not to abolish slavery. 

Confederate secretary of state Robert Toombs, having resigned to join the army, 
is replaced by Robert M. T. Hunter. 
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South: John La Mountain conducts the first balloon reconnaissance flights at For¬ 
tress Monroe, Virginia. 

West: General Nathaniel P. Banks formally succeeds General Robert Patterson as 
commander of Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley. 

General John C. Fremont, a celebrated explorer, becomes commander of the 
Western Department with headquarters at St. Louis, Missouri. 

Skirmishes continue between pro-Union and pro-Confederate forces at Har- 
risville and Dug Springs, Missouri. 

Southwest: A small Federal detachment of 500 men under Major Isaac Lynde 
repulses a Confederate attack upon their position at Mesilla, New Mexico 
Territory. 

Naval: Congress passes legislation intending to overhaul and improve U.S. Marine 
Corps organization. 

The USS Resolute docks at Washington, D.C., with two schooners and one sloop as 
prizes. 

The Confederate privateer Mariner captures the Union schooner Nathaniel 
Chase off Ocracoke, North Carolina. 

The Confederate privateer Gordon seizes the Union brig William McGilvery off 
Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. 

The Confederate privateer Dixie takes the Union schooner Mary Alice off the 
Florida east coast. 

The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
the schooner Abby Bradford in the Caribbean. 

July 26 

West: General Felix K. Zollicoffer assumes command of Confederate forces in east¬ 
ern Tennessee. 

Southwest: Major Isaac Lynde surrenders 500 men to a smaller Confederate force 
under Captain John Baylor at Fort Fillmore, New Mexico Territory. Lynde is dis¬ 
graced and subsequently is drummed out of the service, but he eventually makes 
his way back onto the retirement list. 

July 27 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln confers with General George B. McClellan, 
newly arrived in Washington, D.C. The chief executive urges a strategic offensive 
with advances into Tennessee by way of Virginia and Kentucky McClellan, who is 
not as easily stampeded into action as his predecessor, respectfully demurs. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes takes 
the Union bark Joseph Maxwell near Venezuela. 

July 28 

South: In light of the deteriorating situation in western Virginia and the death of 
General Robert Garnett at Carricksford, General Robert E. Lee is ordered to take 
command of Confederate forces there. 

West: Confederate forces occupy New Madrid, Missouri, on the Mississippi 
River. 
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Naval: The USS Union destroys the Confederate brig B. T. Martin north of Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina, once it is run aground by its crew. 

The Confederate privateer Gordon seizes the Union schooner Protector off Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina. 

The USS St. Lawrence sinks the Confederate privateer Petrel off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

July 29 

Politics: Horace Greeley, the previously hawkish editor of the New York Tribune, 
writes to President Abraham Lincoln and suggests peaceful negotiations to end the 
fighting. 

West: General John Pope assumes command of Union forces in North Missouri. He 
takes active measures to protect railroads from sabotage and suppresses local unrest. 
Naval: The USS Yankee and Reliance engage Confederate batteries erected at Marl¬ 
borough Point, Virginia. 

Four U.S. Navy steamers trade shots with a Confederate battery at Aquia Creek, 
Virginia, for several hours. 

July 30 

Politics: The Missouri State Convention votes 56-25 to declare the gubernato¬ 
rial seat open, thereby deposing Confederate-leaning Claiborne F. Jackson as chief 
executive. 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler seeks clarification of orders from the War 
Department as to policies respecting the great number of escaped African Ameri¬ 
cans in his camp. 

WEST: Union forces under General Jacob D. Cox advance from Charleston and into 
the Great Kanawha River valley of western Virginia. 

July 31 

Politics: Pro-Union forces in Missouri are bolstered by the election of Hamilton 
R. Gamble as governor. 

West: President Abraham Lincoln elevates Ulysses S. Grant, an obscure former 
army officer, to general of volunteers in Illinois. 

General John Pope sternly issues Order No. 3 for the purpose of restoring order 
to northern Missouri and restricting activities by Confederate sympathizers. 

General Sterling Price and his Missouri State Guard unite with Texas troops 
under General Ben McCulloch and Arkansas forces under General Nicholas B. 
Pearce at Cassville, Missouri. Their combined forces number in excess of 12,000 
men—twice the number of Union general Nathaniel Lyon. 

Naval: The Confederate privateer Dixie captures the Union bark Glenn at sea and 
removes it to Beaufort, North Carolina. 

August 1 

South: President Jefferson Davis urges General Joseph E. Johnston to maintain 
the strategic initiative with further offensive actions against Union forces still in 
Virginia. 
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West: General Robert E. Lee succeeds General William W. Loring as head of Con¬ 
federate forces in western Virginia. 

A Confederate force of 12,000 men under Generals Ben McCulloch and Sterling 
Price march up Telegraph Road from Cassville, Missouri, to Springfield, 50 miles 
distant. 

Southwest: Skirmishing erupts between Confederate and Union sympathizers in 
Arizona and New Mexico Territories after Captain John Baylor declares the entire 
region for the South. 

Naval: Gustavus V. Fox, a former naval officer, gains appointment as assistant sec¬ 
retary of the navy. 

August 2 

Politics: Congress approves virtually aU of President Abraham Lincoln’s acts and 
appropriations deemed necessary to pursue the war effort, along with issuances of 
bonds and tariff increases. To better secure funding for the war effort. Congress also 
passes its first-ever national income tax of 3 percent on incomes of more than $800, 
along with higher tariffs. Seamen are also enlisted for the duration of the war. 
West: Union forces under General Nathaniel Lyon and Confederates under General 
Ben McCulloch clash at Dug Springs, Missouri. Lyon, badly outnumbered, prepares to 
retrograde back on Springfield and regroup. Consequently, commanding General John 
C. Fremont dispatches reinforcements down the Mississippi River to assist him. 
Southwest: Union forces evacuate Fort Stanton, New Mexico Territory, in light of 
recent Confederate successes elsewhere. 

August 3 

Politics: Governor Isham G. Harris of Tennessee seeks to visit with authorities in 
Richmond, Virginia, and discuss weakening Confederate control of his state. 

West: Federal forces skirmish with Indians in the Upper Pitt River valley, California. 
Naval: Congress directs the Department of the Navy to design and construct three 
ironclad prototypes. They also institute a three-officer “Ironclad Board” to study 
and recommend construction and deployment of ironclad warships. This body ulti¬ 
mately includes Commodore Joseph Smith, Captain Hiram Paulding, and Com¬ 
mander Charles H. Davis. 

In an early application of aerial reconnaissance, John La Mountain lifts off from 
the deck of USS Fanny off Hampton Roads, Virginia, to observe Confederate gun 
positions along Sewell’s Point. 

The USS Wabash recaptures the Union vessel Mary Alice from the Confeder¬ 
ate privateer Dixie and also seizes the blockade-runner Sarah Starr off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS South Carolina engages Confederate shore batteries off Galveston, 
Texas. 

August 4 

Naval: A cutter dispatched from the USS Thomas Freeborn cuts out and captures 
the Confederate schooner Pocahontas and the sloop Mary Grey in Pohick Creek, 
Virginia. 
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August 5 

Politics: The first session of the 37th Congress concludes its monumental, 34-day 
special session and adjourns. 

West: General Nathaniel Lyon evacuates Dug Springs, Missouri, in the face of supe¬ 
rior Confederate numbers and continues falling back upon Springfield. 

Naval: The USS Jamestown burns the Confederate prize bark Alvarado off Fernan- 
dina, Florida. 

The Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis captures the Union brig Santa Clara 
near Puerto Rico. 

August 6 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs the First Confiscation Act, which eman¬ 
cipates all African-American slaves found in the employ of Confederate armed 
forces, either as laborers or as soldiers. 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 
WEST: Union forces ignore Kentucky neutrality by establishing “Dick Robinson,” a 
military camp near Lexington. 

Advanced elements of Confederate forces under Generals Ben McCulloch and 
Sterling Price reach Wilson’s Creek, 10 miles from Springfield, Missouri. 

August 7 

South: Confederate forces under General John B. Magruder abandon and burn 
Hampton, Virginia, denying its use to Union forces. 

WEST: The steamer Luella ferries Federal troops under Major John McDonald, 8th 
Missouri, on an expedition against Price’s Landing, Missouri. 

Naval: The U.S. government authorizes construction of seven ironclad gunboats under 
engineer James B. Eads of St. Louis, Missouri, for riverine service: USS Cairo, Caronde- 
let, Cincinnati, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis. These are subsequently 
designed by contractor Samuel M. Pooks, and his ships, incorporating a “humpbacked” 
design, are popularly referred to as “Pooks’s Turtles.” The vessels gradually emerge as 
the nucleus of Union naval power along strategic western water routes. 

The USS Massachusetts captures the Confederate blockade-runner Charles 
Henry off Ship Island, Mississippi. 

August 8 

Politics: Secretary of War Simon Cameron declares that citizens are not obliged to 
obey the Eugitive Slave Law as it pertains to secessionists. He further orders General 
Benjamin F. Butler not to return any escaped slaves to their Gonfederate owners. 
West: General Ulysses S. Grant takes command of Union forces at Ironton, Mis¬ 
souri. 

Naval: The USS Santee captures the Confederate schooner C. P. Knapp in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

August 9 

West: A force of 12,000 Gonfederates under Generals Ben McGuUoch and Sterling 
Price converge on Springfield, Missouri, in the vicinity of Wilson’s Creek, 10 miles 
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to the southwest. Once rested, they intend to attack and overpower Union-held 
positions in the city on the following day. But rather than abandon Springfield 
without a fight, General Nathaniel Lyon boldly decides on a preemptive strike of 
his own. Commanding 4,200 men, he is assisted by a German-speaking detachment 
of 1,200 soldiers under Colonel Franz Sigel, who marches circuitously to take the 
Confederates from behind. 

Naval: The Confederate privateer York captures the Union schooner George C. 
Baker and then promptly relinquishes it to the USS Union. York is run ashore soon 
after at Cape Hatteras and burned by its crew. 

August 10 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant skirmishes with Confederate forces at Potosi, 
Missouri. 

Union general Nathaniel Lyon initiates the Battle of Wilson s Creek by storm¬ 
ing Confederate campsites at 5:30 a.m. They drive General Sterling Price back and 
occupy a prominent ridge crest that is soon to be christened “Bloody Hill.” The 
Southerners, overcoming their initial surprise, redress their lines and rebuff a Union 
column under Captain Joseph Plummer, who tries to storm artillery posted on their 
right. Sigel, meanwhile, stealthily advances on the Confederate camp from the south 
and routs Southern cavalry deployed there. General Ben McCulloch, however, reacts 
quickly to this new threat and dispatches troops that drive Sigel back, securing the 
Confederate rear. Their success here is due largely to Colonel Louis Hebert’s 3rd 
Louisiana, clad in gray uniforms like many Union troops, who advance to close 
range and unleash a voUey, staggering the defenders. Attention then swings back to 
Battle Hill, where the struggle continues raging. 

Lyon, unaware of Sigel’s debacle, holds his ground as Price launches two frontal 
attacks in superior strength. The Northerners staunchly repel the Missouri State 
Guard and drive them back with considerable loss. But as Lyon brings up the 1st 
Iowa and 2nd Kansas to bolster his own line, a bullet strikes and kills him. Command 
then devolves upon Major Samuel D. Sturgis. The Union lines, somewhat more con¬ 
stricted, easily fight off a charge by Confederate cavalry and brace themselves for 
a third charge by Price, now reinforced by McCulloch’s Texans. The Confederates 
come on in great strength and grimly fight their way up the slopes, charging at one 
point to within 20 paces of Sturgis’s position. Federal forces are hard pressed but 
their line still holds and the Southerners fall back a third time. 

At this juncture, Sturgis is apprised of Sigel’s failure. He also observes South¬ 
erners massing for a fourth assault upon his line, already exhausted and low on 
ammunition after five hours of continuous combat. Sturgis consequently gives 
orders to retreat, which the men perform in orderly fashion. The equally battered 
Confederates under McCulloch occupy the Union position, but they decline to 
pursue. Despite Southern advantages in numbers, losses at Wilson’s Creek proved 
nearly equal, with the Federals suffering 258 killed, 873 wounded, and 186 missing 
(1,317) to a Southern tally of 277 killed and 945 injured (1,230), rates of 25.5 per¬ 
cent and 12 percent, respectively. The South has won the Civil War’s second pitched 
engagement, while Lyon is the first Northern general slain in combat. The victory 
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also revives Confederate fortunes in Missouri, and Price continues his march to 
St. Louis. McCulloch and Nicholas Pearce (Brigadier General of Arkansas forces), 
meanwhile, hasten back to Arkansas. 

August 11 

West: General John B. Floyd is appointed head of Confederate forces in the 
Kanawha Valley, western Virginia. 

General Jeff Thompson assumes command of the Confederate-leaning Mis¬ 
souri State Guard. 

Naval: The Confederate blockade-runner Louisa, closely pursed by the USS Pen¬ 
guin, strikes a shoal off Cape Fear, North Carolina, and sinks. 

August 12 

West: Mescalero Apache raiders under Chief Nicholas attack and kill 15 Confeder¬ 
ates at Big Bend, Texas. 

Naval: The wooden gunboats USS Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga drop anchor off 
Cairo, Illinois, and guard the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. These 
are stopgap designs intending to serve until the new ironclads are in commission, 
but they prove entirely successful. 

August 13 

Naval: The USS Powhatan under Lieutenant David D. Porter recaptures the Union 
schooner Abby Bradford near the mouth of the Mississippi River. 

August 14 

North: A mutiny by discontented volunteers in the 79th New York Regiment near 
Washington, D.C., is suppressed. 

West: General John C. Fremont declares martial law in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
begins to confiscate Confederate property. 

Southwest: General Paul O. Hebert succeeds General Earl Van Dorn as com¬ 
mander of Confederate forces in Texas. 

August 15 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis orders all remaining Northerners out of Con¬ 
federate territory within 40 days. 

North: Disruptions in the 2nd Maine result in 60 transfers from the Army of the 
Potomac to the distant Dry Tortugas, Florida. 

South: George B. Crittenden is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

WEST: General Robert Anderson, formerly commander at Fort Sumter, takes charge 
of the Department of the Cumberland (Tennessee and Kentucky). However, he con¬ 
tinually suffers from nervous exhaustion brought on by his recent ordeal and retires 
shortly afterward. 

In view of Confederate successes in Missouri, General John C. Fremont pleads with 
the War Department for immediate reinforcements. President Abraham Lincoln, cog¬ 
nizant of the threat to this important border state, authorizes the transfer of troops. 

Major John McDonald and men of the 8th Missouri are ferried by the steamer 
Liannibal City on an expedition against Saint Genevieve, Missouri. 

Federal troops skirmish with Indians near Kellogg’s Lake, California. 
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Naval: Gunboats USS Tyler and Conestoga conduct a reconnaissance down the 
Mississippi River and scout for Confederate fortifications, while the USS Lexington 
performs similar tasks upstream as far as Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 

The USS Resolute bombards Confederate troops assembled at Mathias Point, 
Virginia. 

August 16 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln reiterates that the South remains in a state of 
insurrection and declares that all commercial intercourse between loyal and rebel¬ 
lious states is prohibited. 

West: Union and Confederate sympathizers clash at Fredericktown and Kirksville, 
Missouri. 

August 17 

North: The new Department of the Potomac is constituted by merging the Depart¬ 
ments of Northeastern Virginia, Washington, and the Shenandoah. 

Henry W. Halleck is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: The venerable General John E. Wool replaces General Benjamin F. Butler as 
head of the Department of Virginia, with headquarters at Fortress Monroe at the 
tip of Yorktown Peninsula. 

August 18 

Politics: New York newspapers Journal of Commerce, Daily News, Day Book, and 
Freeman’s Journal are banned summarily from publishing for alleged disloyalty. 
South: Troopers of the 1st New York Cavalry skirmish with Confederates 12 miles 
south of Alexandria, Virginia. 

Naval: The successful Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis runs aground on a 
sandbar and is destroyed off St. Augustine, Florida. 

August 19 

Politics: The Southern-leaning editor of the Massachusetts Essex County Democrat 
is accosted by a mob, tarred, and feathered. Newspaper offices in Easton and West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, are also accosted by pro-Union mobs because of suspected 
pro-Southern sympathies. 

Proslavery expatriates from Missouri petition for their state to join the Confed¬ 
eracy even after they have been driven from office. 

North: George H. Thomas is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

General Henry W. HaUeck is summoned from California to Washington, D.C. 
West: Union forces defeat the Missouri Home Guard at Charleston, Missouri, 
directly across the river from Cairo, Illinois. 

Navy: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles orders 200 U.S. Marines to join the 
Potomac Flotilla for the purpose of scouring the countryside for Confederate depots 
and supplies. 

August 20 

North: General George B. McClellan formally takes command of the newly con¬ 
stituted Department and Army of the Potomac. This vaunted force becomes a per¬ 
manent fixture in the struggle for Virginia during the next four years. 

John F. Reynolds is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 
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South: General Richard C. Gatlin becomes commander of the Confederate forces 
in North Carolina. 

August 21 

South: General John B. Grayson assumes control of Confederate forces in the 
Department of Middle and East Florida. 

General Roswell S. Ripley takes charge of Confederate forces in the Department 
of South Carolina. 

WEST: Union and Confederate sympathizers clash at Jonesboro, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Vandalia captures the Confederate blockade-runner Henry Middle- 
ton off Charleston, South Carolina. 

August 22 

Naval: Commander John Rodgers drives an estimated 600 Confederates from 
Commerce, Missouri, preventing them from erecting batteries there. 

The Federal gunboat USS Lexington impounds the steamer W. B. Terry at 
Paducah, Kentucky, for trading with the enemy. Nearby Confederate forces abscond 
with the steamer Samuel Orr and sail it up the Tennessee River. 

August 23 

Southwest: Union and Confederate forces skirmish near Fort Craig, New Mexico 
Territory. 

Naval: The steamers USS Release and Yankee trade salvos with Confederate batteries 
at the mouth of Potomac Creek, Virginia. 

August 24 

Diplomacy: President Jefferson Davis appoints James M. Mason of Virginia special 
commissioner to Great Britain, John Slidell of Fouisiana special commissioner to 
France, and Pierre A. Rost of Fouisiana special commissioner to Spain. Each is spe¬ 
cifically instructed to seek diplomatic recognition for the Confederacy and, with it, 
the ability to acquire arms and ammunition. 

Politics: President Abraham Fincoln informs Governor Beriah Magoffin that 
he refuses to order the withdrawal of Union troops, despite Kentucky’s professed 
neutrality. 

North: The Department of the Potomac is enlarged through absorption of the 
Department of Pennsylvania. 

August 25 

West: The encampment of General Henry A. Wise in western Virginia is beset by an 
outbreak of measles. His force also skirmishes with Federal troops at Piggot’s Mill. 
Southwest: Federal troops under Fieutenant John R. Pulliam fight with hostile 
Indians near Fort Stanton, New Mexico Territory. 

Confederate troops under Colonel John R. Baylor skirmish with hostile Apaches 
near Fort Bliss, Texas. 
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August 26 

West: Confederates under General John B. Floyd surprise Colonel Erastus B. Tyler’s 
27th Ohio Regiment in their camp at Cross Lanes (Summersville), western Virginia, 
routing them. 

Union and Confederate forces skirmish heavily at Wayne Court House and 
Blue’s House in the westernmost reaches of Virginia. 

Naval: A combined expedition assembles at Hampton Roads, Virginia, under 
Commodore Silas H. Stringham, consisting of the USS Cumberland, Fanny, Har¬ 
riet Lane, Minnesota, Monticello, Pawnee, Susquehanna, and Wabash. This powerful 
force mounts 143 heavy, rifled cannon. Stringham, a capable veteran of many years 
with the Mediterranean squadron, is well versed in the newest fort-reduction tactics 
perfected during the Crimean War; he takes onboard 900 soldiers of the 9th Mas¬ 
sachusetts and 20th New York under General Benjamin F. Butler. The expedition 
weighs anchor and makes for Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, to eliminate privateer¬ 
ing operations there. This is also the first large-scale amphibious operation of the 
war and is intended as a demonstration of Union naval prowess. 

The USS Daylight attacks and recaptures the Union schooner Monticello in the 
Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

The tug USS Fanny captures the Confederate sloop Emma off the mouth of the 
Manokin River, Maryland. 

Captain Andrew H. Foote is appointed to replace Captain John Rodgers as com¬ 
mander of the gunboat flotilla of the western rivers. 

August 27 

Naval: The naval expedition under Commodore Silas H. Stringham anchors off 
Hatteras Inlet and makes preparations to land troops and attack nearby Forts Clark 
and Hatteras. These are garrisoned by 350 men of the 7th North Carolina under 
Colonel William F. Mountain. They are situated poorly to contend with such a pow¬ 
erful force. Mountain possesses only 12 small, smoothbore cannon in two open 
positions, and he is thus outgunned and outnumbered. 

August 28 

North: The Federal garrison at Fort Ellsworth, Washington, D.C., under General 
William B. Franklin is augmented by the arrival of 400 sailors deployed from the 
Washington Navy Yard. 

South: The 2nd and 3rd Michigan skirmish with Confederate forces near Bailey’s 
Cross Roads, Virginia. 

West: General Nathaniel Lyon, recently slain at Wilson’s Creek, is interred with full 
military honors at St. Louis, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Yankee captures the Confederate schooner Remittance off Piney 
Point, Virginia. 

To seal off Pamlico Sound, an important blockade-running route, a combined 
expedition of eight warships and two transports under Commodore Silas H. 
Stringham drops anchor off Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. A preliminary landing 
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of some 300 men nearly goes awry when high surfs swamps many of the land¬ 
ing boats. Nonetheless, at 10 a.m., Stringham forms his vessels into a fast-mov¬ 
ing circle, which continuously bombards the Confederate positions with accurate, 
plunging fire. The Southern artillery in the forts lack sufficient range to hit back, 
and the defenders gradually drift away before reinforcements arrive under Com¬ 
modore Samuel Barron. 

The U.S. revenue cutter R. R. Cuyler attacks and burns the Confederate ship 
Finland as it attempts to run the blockade off Apalachicola, Florida. 

August 29 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler lands 900 soldiers and occupies Forts Hat- 
teras and Clark at Flatteras Inlet, North Carolina. The Confederate garrison under 
Commodore Samuel Barron offers scant resistance before surrendering their posts, 
which are secured without any Federal fatalities. Butler is ordered to abandon the 
position after its defenses are dismantled, but noting how control of the inlet stran¬ 
gles Confederate shipping out of Pamlico Sound, he decides to retain them—a wise 
decision subsequently upheld by the War Department. The Union has secured its 
first foothold on Southern territory, and Flatteras Inlet performs useful service as a 
coaling station and supply depot for the blockading squadron offshore. Coming on 
the heels of Bull Run, the victory also raises Northern morale. 

August 30 

West: Without prior authorization. General Charles Fremont proclaims a condi¬ 
tional emancipation declaration in Missouri and frees slaves belonging to Confed¬ 
erate sympathizers. He also orders the death penalty for any Southern guerrillas 
apprehended behind Union lines. President Abraham Lincoln, after hearing of 
Fremont’s actions, declares them “dictatorial” and potentially alienating for Union 
sympathizers in Kentucky. 

Naval: In a brisk action, the Confederate steam tug Harmony attacks and damages 
the USS Savannah at Newport News, Virginia. 

August 31 

Politics: The third session of the Provisional Confederate Congress adjourns. 
North: George G. Meade is promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: The 3rd New Jersey Regiment skirmishes with Confederate forces at Mun¬ 
son’s Hill, Virginia. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans takes three brigades of Ohio troops, 6,000 
strong and marches south from Glarksburg, western Virginia, intending to attack 
the Gonfederate camp of General John B. Floyd at Garnifex Ferry. 

Naval: The Union Navy Department abolishes the daily rum ration for sailors. 

The CSS Teaser approaches and bombards Union forces at Newport News, 
Virginia. 

The USS George Peabody captures the Confederate brig Henry C. Brooks in Hat- 
teras Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Jamestown apprehends the British blockade-runner Aigburth off the 
Florida coast. 
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September 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln is greatly relieved by word of Federal success 
at Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, a welcome victory that raises Northern morale. 
West: Skirmishing continues at Blue Creek, Boone Court House, and Burlington, 
in the western reaches of Virginia. 

Arriving at Cape Girardeau, General Ulysses S. Grant takes nominal command 
of Union forces in southeastern Missouri. 

South: Mary Chase, an African-American freedwoman, starts the first school for 
contrabands (escaped slaves) in Alexandria, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Dana captures the Confederate schooner T. J. Evans as it runs the 
blockade off Clay Island, Maryland. 

September 2 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, eager to appease slaveholding border states, 
instructs General Charles C. Fremont to “modify” his emancipation declaration—in 
effect, he countermands it. 

South: Colonel Harvey Brown, commanding Fort Pickens, Florida, orders a sortie 
across Pensacola Bay to destroy a Confederate floating dry dock, which he believes 
is intended to be sunk in the channel as an obstacle. 

WEST: General Leonidas Polk assumes command of all Confederate forces in 
Department No. 2, encompassing Tennessee, Arkansas, and Missouri. 

General Jeff Thompson threatens retaliatory measures for any Confederate sym¬ 
pathizers executed under General Charles C. Fremont’s directive. 

September 3 

North: Oliver O. Howard, Daniel E. Sickles, and Lew Wallace are promoted to 
brigadier generals, U.S. Army. 

West: In a major development. General Leonidas Polk orders Confederate forces 
to violate Kentucky neutrality and preempt any possible Union advances there. 
General Gideon Pillow responds by occupying Hickman, Chalk Cliffs, and Colum¬ 
bus, establishing a continuous war front that now stretches from Kansas to the 
Atlantic. 

General Gideon J. Pillow and Colonel William H. L. Wallace arrange prisoner 
exchanges to take place in Missouri. 

September 4 

North: Union forces under General George A. McCall skirmish with Confederates 
at Great Falls, Maryland. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant arrives at Gairo, Illinois, to evaluate the new and 
potentially advantageous situation in Kentucky. 

In the face of Confederate pressure. General Stephen A. Hurlbut evacuates Shel- 
bina, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Jamestown seizes and scuttles the Confederate schooner Colonel 
Long off the Georgia coast. 

The gunboat GSS Yankee, assisted by Confederate batteries at Hickman, Ken¬ 
tucky, trades shots with gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington near Cairo, Illinois. 
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September 5 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant prepares his forces at Cairo, Illinois, for an immedi¬ 
ate occupation of Paducah, Kentucky, at the confluence of the Tennessee and Ohio 
rivers. Significantly, the mouth of the Cumberland River is also nearby. 

Naval: Captain Andrew H. Foote reports for duty at St. Louis, Missouri, replacing 
Commander John Rodgers. 

September 6 

Diplomacy: The U.S. consul in London, England, is alerted to the purchase of 
steamers Bermuda, Adelaide, and Victoria by Confederate agents. 

West: Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant advance south from Cairo, 
Illinois, to Paducah, Kentucky, at the mouth of the Tennessee River, to forestall 
a Confederate takeover. He also appoints General Charles F. Smith to command 
troops in western Kentucky once he returns to Cairo. This minor action wields big 
strategic consequences as it precludes Southern attempts to establish a main line of 
defense behind the Ohio River. 

Naval: The gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington under Commander John Rodgers 
provide useful support for General Ulysses S. Grant’s occupation of Paducah and 
Smithland, Kentucky, at the mouths of the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. The 
operation proceeds smoothly and demonstrates both Grant’s understanding of 
naval power and his uncanny knack for juggling combined operations. 

September 7 

West: Colonel Alvin P. Hovey leads the 24th Indiana on an expedition to Big 
Springs, Missouri. 

September 8 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant girds for an engagement at Lucas Bend, Missouri, 
supported by gunfire from USS Conestoga and Lexington. 

General John Pope initiates military operations against Confederate guerrilla 
bands in northern Missouri. 

September 9 

Political: President Abraham Lincoln is advised by his cabinet to relieve the erratic 
but popular General Charles C. Fremont of command in Missouri. The president 
nonetheless relents for the time being and instructs General David Hunter to convey 
troops there as reinforcements. 

WEST: Action looms as Federal troops under General William S. Rosecrans advance 
to Carnifex Ferry in western Virginia, skirmishing with Confederate outposts en 
route. 

Naval: The USS Cambridge captures the Confederate schooner Louisa Agnes off 
Nova Scotia, Canada. 

September 10 

South: General Albert S. Johnston is appointed commander of Confederate forces 
in the West. 
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West: General William S. Rosecrans and 6,000 Federal troops strike 2,000 Confed¬ 
erates under General John B. Floyd at Carnifex Ferry on a bend in the Gauley River 
in western Virginia. Previously, Floyd was warned by General Henry B. Wise not to 
encamp with his back to the river, but he ignored this sound dictum. The Union 
troops press forward and clear a heavily wooded area, capturing many Confederate 
supplies. Rosecrans then views Floyd’s fortified camp on the bluffs and pauses to 
regroup before resuming the fight on the morrow. Floyd, however, quickly evacuates 
his command across the river under the cover of darkness and destroys the ferry 
to avoid pursuit. Union forces sustain 17 killed and 141 wounded to Confederate 
claims of only 20, but Rosecrans’s offensive tightens the Federal grip on western 
Virginia. Curiously, General Wise is blamed for not reinforcing Floyd in a timely 
manner, and ultimately he is relieved. 

General Robert E. Lee prepares his command to pass over to the offensive. 
He formulates a complicated plan to isolate and storm the Union outpost atop 
Cheat Mountain, as possession of this strategic point would severe Union com¬ 
munications along several mountain passes and the Staunton-Parkersburg Turn¬ 
pike. However, his efforts are hampered by General William W. Loring, who 
outranked Lee in the prewar regular army and strongly resents subordination to 
him. Despite Lee’s best efforts to cultivate cordiality, Loring remains sullen and 
uncooperative. 

General George H. Thomas assumes command of the Union training camp 
Dick Robinson in eastern Kentucky. 

General John McClernand leads Federal troops on a reconnaissance of Norfolk, 
Missouri. 

Naval: In a sharp action, gunboats USS Conestoga and Lexington attack and silence 
a Confederate battery at Lucas Bend, Missouri, and also damage the Confederate 
gunboat CSS Yankee. 

The USS Pawnee apprehends the Confederate schooner Susan Jane in Hatteras 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Cambridge intercepts the British blockade-runner Revere off Beaufort, 
North Carolina. 

September 11 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln orders the emancipation declaration of Gen¬ 
eral John C. Fremont modified to conform with acts of Congress. 

The Kentucky legislature, angered by Confederate violation of its neutrality, 
demands the immediate removal of all Southern troops. A similar bill applying to 
Northern forces is defeated by pro-Unionists. 

South: Confederate cavalry under Colonel J. E. B. Stuart clash with Union troops 
under General William L. Smith outside Lewinsville, Virginia. In light of their good 
conduct. General George B. McClellan restores the colors of the 79th New York. 
WEST: General Robert E. Lee and 15,000 Confederates launch an overly intricate 
and unsuccessful attack on 2,000 Union soldiers under General J. J. Reynolds at 
Cheat Mountain Summit and Elkwater, western Virginia. The Confederates are 
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hampered at the onset by rough terrain and heavy rainfall, but after prodigious 
efforts, they position themselves without arousing Northern concern. The main 
strike force under Colonel Albert Rust, 3rd Arkansas, numbering 2,000 men, then 
prepares to storm the summit of Cheat Mountain, guarded by only 300 men of 
the 14th Indiana under Colonel Nathan Kimball. Rust, unfortunately, is misled by 
prisoners into thinking he is actually outnumbered. Then, alarmed by the supposed 
approach of Union reinforcements, he unceremoniously withdraws without attack¬ 
ing—the signal for which Lee and his army in the Tygart Valley are waiting. 

After several hours, Lee, realizing that the element of surprise is compromised, 
calls off General William W. Loring’s attack on Reynolds’s main force at Elkwater 
and retreats. Union casualties are 21 killed and 60 captured to Southern losses of 
about 100. It is an inauspicious debut for a general soon hailed as the Confederacy’s 
premier soldier. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina captures the Soledad Cos off Galveston, Texas. 

September 12 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln dispatches a personal emissary to St. Louis 
who is to instruct General John C. Fremont to modify his emancipation declaration, 
which the president considers a dire threat to Kentucky’s allegiance. He also orders 
Federal troops to arrest 31 members of the Maryland legislature who are suspected 
of collusion with the enemy. 

South: Braxton Bragg is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

West: Simon B. Buckner, the Confederate-leaning head of Kentucky militia forces, 
calls on inhabitants to resist a Union invasion of the state. 

A Confederate force of 7,000 men under General Sterling Price approaches 
a smaller Union garrison of 3,600 under Colonel James Mulligan at Lexington, 
Missouri. 

Union forces under Colonel Jefferson C. Davis skirmish with Confederates at 
Booneville, Missouri. 

September 13 

South: President Jefferson Davis and General Joseph E. Johnston heatedly argue 
about the seniority of Confederate generals, the beginning of a permanent estrange¬ 
ment between the two men. 

West: General Robert E. Lee, learning that Union general Joseph J. Reynolds has 
reinforced Colonel Nathan Kimball atop Cheat Mountain, launches a reconnais¬ 
sance in force to ascertain Northern intentions. Colonel John A. Washington, his 
aide-de-camp, is killed in the process. 

General Sterling Price, seeking to maintain the strategic initiative, marches from 
Wilson’s Creek toward Lexington, Missouri—midway between Kansas City and St. 
Louis— with 7,000 Missouri State Guardsmen. There his advance troops skirmish 
with the picket’s of Colonel James A. Mulligan, 23rd Illinois, and he elects to sur¬ 
round and besiege the town. Mulligan, who commands only 3,600 men and seven 
cannon within a strongly fortified post, has no choice but to await reinforcements 
promised by General John C. Fremont. 
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Naval: The CSS Patrick Henry under Commander John R. Tucker trades fire with 
the USS Savannah and Louisiana off Newport News, Virginia; neither side scores 
any hits. 

The USS Susquehanna captures the British blockade-runner Argonaut at sea as 
it makes its way to Key West, Florida. 

September 14 

South: Simon B. Buckner is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Southwest: Colonel George Wright, 9th U.S. Infantry, is appointed commander of 
Federal forces in Southern California. 

Naval: The USS Albatross captures the Confederate schooner Alabama off the 
mouth of the Potomac River. 

Lieutenant John H. Russell fights the first pitched naval engagement of the war 
at Pensacola, Florida, by sailing the frigate USS Colorado past Confederate batteries 
at night and then leading 100 sailors and marines on a cutting-out expedition. Rus¬ 
sell’s men storm and capture the privateer Judah after hand-to-hand fighting, burn 
it to the waterline, and withdraw unimpeded. Several enemy artillery pieces are also 
taken and spiked while ashore. Russell subsequently receives personal thanks from 
President Abraham Lincoln and is feted by the Navy Department. General Braxton 
Bragg, however, begins to plan a Confederate retaliatory response. 

September 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln confers with his cabinet about the necessity 
of removing General John C. Fremont as commander of Missouri. 

South: The 28th Pennsylvania Volunteers under Colonel John W. Geary skirmish 
with Confederates at Pritchards Mill, Virginia. 

West: General Robert E. Lee, bested at Cheat Mountain, directs the evacuation of 
Confederates from the westernmost counties of Virginia. Consequently, he earns 
the unflattering nickname of “Granny.” More important, recent operations reflect 
badly on Lee as a leader, and soon after he is transferred to South Carolina—a quiet 
sector. 

General Albert S. Johnston arrives to replace General Leonidas Polk as com¬ 
mander of Confederate Department No. 2. 

General John C. Fremont has politician Frank P. Blair, his most vocal critic, 
arrested in St. Louis, Missouri. 

September 16 

West: Confederate General Sterling Price is reinforced and tightens his grip around 
Lexington, Missouri, while Union defenders under Colonel James A. Mulligan, 23rd 
Illinois, await promised assistance from St. Louis. Unknown to Mulligan, General 
John C. Fremont fails to help the beleaguered garrison. 

Naval: The Ironclad Board recommends to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles 
the construction of three new ironclad warships— Monitor, Galena, and New Iron¬ 
sides. The former is a revolutionary new turreted design promulgated by Swedish 
engineer John Ericsson. 
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The USS Pawnee dispatches a landing party against Confederate fortifications 
on Beacon Island, North Carolina, and subsequently closes the Oracoke Inlet to 
enemy shipping. 

Armed boats from the USS Massachusetts seize and occupy Ship Island, Missis¬ 
sippi, on the Gulf of Mexico. This lodges a Union naval base for the still-forming 
Gulf Blockade Squadron, midway between New Orleans, Louisiana, and Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The gunboat USS Conestoga captures the Confederate steamers V. R. Stephenson 
and Gazelle on the Cumberland River, Kentucky. 

September 17 

West: General Benjamin M. Prentiss takes charge of Federal forces north of the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, Missouri. 

Naval: Confederate forces hastily evacuate Ship Island, Mississippi, after fighting 
landing parties from the USS Massachusetts. 

September 18 

Politics: The Kentucky legislature authorizes the use of force to expel Confederate 
forces from the state. 

West: Bowling Green, Kentucky, falls to advancing Confederate forces under General 
Simon B. Buckner, who is newly appointed, and his Central Division of Kentucky. 

General Sterling Price’s Confederates fiercely assail the Union perimeter at Lex¬ 
ington, Missouri, and cut the garrison off from their water supply. Progress accel¬ 
erates once the Confederates seize the brick, two-story Anderson house 100 yards 
outside the Union perimeter, previously used as a hospital and which now serves as 
a sniper platform for firing into their camp. At day’s end—with few losses to either 
side—Price calls off the attack and allows the intense heat to do its work. Artillery 
wagons and pieces of ordnance arrive in his camp during the night in preparation 
for a final assault. 

Southwest: General Paul O. Hebert assumes command of Confederate forces in 
the Department of Texas. 

Naval: Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont wins appointment as commander of the 
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

The USS Rescue captures the Confederate schooner Harford on the Potomac 
River. 

September 19 

South: Earl Van Dorn is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

WEST: Advancing Confederate forces under General Felix K. Zollicoffer drive 
Union troops from Barboursville, Kentucky. The Southerners then commence the 
erection of strong defensive positions across Cumberland Gap, Bowling Green, 
and Columbus. 

General Sterling Price’s Confederates continue besieging Lexington, Missouri, 
which now is being reinforced by artillery units. Union forces under Colonel James 
A. Mulligan resist stoutly, unaware that a nearby relief column of 3,000 men under 
General Samuel D. Sturgis has been turned back. 
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Naval: The North Atlantic Blockading Squadron under Commodore Louis M. 
Goldman is ordered to commence operations from the southernmost boundary of 
North Carolina up through Virginia. 

The USS Gemsbok seizes the Confederate schooner Harmony off Oracoke, North 
Carolina. 

September 20 

West: Confederate forces abandon Mayfield, Kentucky, in the face of a Union 
advance, while General Robert Anderson is ordered to establish his headquarters 
at Louisville. 

Colonel J. Mulligan, 23rd Illinois Regiment, surrenders 3,600 Union troops 
to General Sterling Price at Lexington, Missouri, after a nine-day siege. Price’s 
men ingeniously employed dampened bales of hemp as moveable breastworks, 
which they pushed ahead of their advance. Outnumbered, surrounded, and lack¬ 
ing water. Mulligan’s officers vote to capitulate. Confederate losses are only 25 
killed and 72 wounded while Mulligan suffers 39 killed and 120 wounded. Price 
also seizes seven cannon and 3,000 rifles, which are distributed among his poorly 
equipped forces. The inability of Union troops to raise the siege causes many in 
St. Louis and Washington, D.C., to question the competence of General John C. 
Fremont. 

September 21 

West: General Robert E. Lee arrives and takes personal command of Confederate 
forces in the Valley of the Kanawha, western Virginia, to oppose advancing Federals 
under General William S. Rosecrans. 

General Ormsby M. Mitchel assumes command of Federal forces in the Depart¬ 
ment of the Ohio. 

General Albert S. Johnston issues a call for 30,000 volunteers from Tennessee 
for service in the West. 

General Leonidas Polk assumes command of the Western Division in Confeder¬ 
ate Department No. 2. 

Naval: A boat launched from the USS Seminole attacks and seizes the Confederate 
sloop Maryland on the Potomac River. 

September 22 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston issues a call for 10,000 volunteers from Arkan¬ 
sas and Missouri for service in Department No. 2 (Tennessee). 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant conducts a reconnaissance in the direction of 
Columbus, Kentucky, and fights a skirmish at Mayfield Creek. 

Eederal jayhawkers under James H. Lane attack and burn the town of Osceola, 
Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Gemsbok captures the Confederate schooner Mary E. Pindar off 
Eederal Point, North Carolina. 

September 23 

North: Winfield S. Hancock becomes a brigadier general, U.S. Army. 
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West: Sharp engagements erupt at Romney, Mechanicsburg Gap, and Hanging 
Rock in western Virginia as Federal forces advance. 

General Felix K. Zollicoffer wages a sharp skirmish with Federal troops at 
Albany, Kentucky. 

General Charles C. Fremont closes a St. Louis paper that blamed him for the 
surrender of Lexington, Missouri. 

Naval: Commodore Louis M Goldsborough formally takes charge of the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

The USS Cambridge intercepts the British schooner Julia as it approached Beau¬ 
fort, North Carolina. 

The gunboat USS Lexington sails down the Ohio River to Owensboro, Kentucky, 
in a show of force to thwart Confederate sympathizers. 

September 24 

North: Colonel John Geary and his 28th Pennsylvania Volunteers skirmish with 
Confederate forces at Point of Rocks, Maryland. 

South: James Ewell Brown (J. E. B.) Stuart is appointed brigadier general of Con¬ 
federate cavalry. 

Naval: The USS Dart captures the Confederate schooner Cecelia off the Louisiana 
coast. 

September 25 

South: In Richmond, Virginia, President Jefferson Davis and General Joseph E. 
Johnston engage in another heated contretemps, this time over strategy and the 
allocation of reinforcements. 

General William E. Smith leads Eederal troops on a reconnaissance near Lewins- 
ville, Virginia. 

General Gustavus W. Smith assumes command of the 11 Corps, Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia. 

WEST: Eederal troops under General William S. Rosecrans continue advancing into 
the Kanawha Valley, western Virginia, intent on eliminating Confederate forces 
under General Robert E. Lee. A skirmish is fought near Chapmansville. 

Confederate general Henry A. Wise is relieved of command in western Virginia 
following continuous disagreements with his superior. General John P. Floyd. 

Union forces occupy Smithland, Kentucky. 

Southwest: The Department of Southern California is organized. 

Naval: The Navy Department authorizes the employment of African-American 
“contrabands” on board naval vessels. They will begin to draw pay at the rank of 
“boy”: 10 dollars per month and one ration per day. 

The USS Jacob Bell and Seminole engage Confederate artillery at Freestone Point, 
Virginia. 

Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes captures the 
Union ship Joseph Park off South America. 

September 26 

West: Confederate troops under General Felix K. Zollicoffer capture Salt Works 
(Clay County), Kentucky, after skirmishing at Laurel Bridge. 
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General Simon B. Buckner’s Confederates destroy the locks at the mouth of 
Muddy River, Kentucky. 

September 27 

North: President Abraham Lincoln and General George B. McClellan engage in 
heated discussions over resuming the offensive in Virginia. The general feels that the 
Army of the Potomac is not yet ready for prolonged operations, whereas Lincoln is 
being criticized for the general’s alleged inactivity. 

September 28 

South: Thomas C. Hindman is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Colonel Edward D. Baker and his 71st Pennsylvania wage a successful skirmish 
near Vanderburgh’s House, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Susquehanna captures Confederate schooner San Juan as it 
approaches Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

September 29 

South: Eatalities result when the 69th Pennsylvania accidentally fires into the 71st 
Pennsylvania at Munson’s Hill, Virginia. 

General Daniel H. Hill is ordered from Virginia to North Carolina in anticipa¬ 
tion of Union activity there. 

West: The 12th Kentucky under Colonel William A. Hoskins skirmishes with Con¬ 
federates at Albany, Kentucky, and Travisville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Susquehanna seizes the Confederate schooner Baltimore off Hat- 
teras Inlet, North Carolina. 

September 30 

Naval: The USS Dart captures the Confederate schooner Zavalla off Vermillion 
Bay, Louisiana. 

The USS Niagara captures the Confederate pilot boat Frolic on the South West 
Pass of the Mississippi River. 

Southwest: Confederate scout Captain R. Hardeman leads an action against hos¬ 
tile Native Americans near Camp Robledo, New Mexico Territory. 

October 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln appoints General Benjamin E Butler to com¬ 
mand the Department of New England, created largely for the purpose of raising 
and training new troops for future operations. He also requests action on a large 
naval expedition to the southeastern coast to establish a coaling station. 

At Centreville, Virginia, President Jefferson Davis and Generals Joseph E. 
Johnston, Pierre G. T. Beauregard, and Gustavus W. Smith continue debating 
strategy. At length, they finally agree to consolidate their positions and restrain 
from launching offensive operations into Northern territory until at least the fol¬ 
lowing spring. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles opposes issuing letters of marque 
and reprisal against the South as it inadvertently would imply recognition of the 
South’s national sovereignty. 
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A Confederate squadron consisting of CSS Curlew, Raleigh, and Junaluska cap¬ 
tures the supply steamer USS Fanny while conveying troops off Pamlico Sound, 
North Carolina. 

October 2 

Politics: The Confederacy reaches an accord with the Osage in the Indian 
Territory. 

Governor Andrew B. Moore of Alabama warns tradespeople against charging 
exorbitant prices for their services. 

South: Union forces prevail in a large skirmish at Chapmansville, Virginia, while 
other fighting rages at Springfield Station. 

West: Pro-Union forces from Cairo, Illinois, attack a Southern camp at Charleston, 
Missouri, where statewide intermittent strife continues. 

October 3 

Diplomacy: Louisiana governor Thomas O. Moore summarily bans cotton 
exports in an attempt to force Britain and France to recognize the Confederacy’s 
independence. 

South: General Henry W. Slocum dispatches the 26th New York to capture Pohick 
Church, Virginia, from Confederate forces. 

The 31 st New York, dispatched by General William B. Franklin, skirmishes with 
Confederate cavalry at Springfield Station, Virginia. 

WEST: General Joseph J. Reynolds advances from Gheat Mountain with 5,000 men 
to dislodge a Confederate force stationed at Camp Bartow, along the southern fork 
of the Greenbrier River in western Virginia. The 1,800 Southerners under General 
Henry R. Jackson give ground slowly before making a stand behind the river. Reyn¬ 
olds then deploys his men and makes two determined attacks covered by artillery 
fire but is easily repulsed. Unable to turn Jackson’s flanks, Reynold simply withdraws 
back to Cheat Mountain, and an impasse settles over the region. Union losses are 
reported as eight killed and 36 wounded to a Confederate tally of six killed, 33 
wounded, and 13 missing. 

Naval: The USS Sam Flouston arrives off Galveston, Texas, where it sinks the Con¬ 
federate schooner Reindeer. 

October 4 

North: Colonel Charles P. Stone skirmishes with Confederate forces at Edwards 
Ferry, Maryland. 

South: Confederate forces fail to dislodge Union defenders, commanded by Gen¬ 
eral John E. Wool, near Chicamacomico, North Carolina. 

West: The Confederacy concludes a treaty with the Shawnee, Seneca, and Cherokee 
in the Indian Territory. 

Southwest: Colonel George Wright, 9th U.S. Infantry, assumes command of the 
new District of Southern California. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln approves a contract for constructing the U.S. 
Navy’s first ironclad warships; among the intended vessels is John Ericsson’s revo¬ 
lutionary USS Monitor. 
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The USS South Carolina takes Confederate schooners Ezilda and Joseph H. Toone 
at the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River. 

October 5 

South: General Joseph K. R Mansfield takes charge of Union forces garrisoning 
Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. 

Southwest: Pro-Union forces sweep through Oak Grove and Temecula Ranch, 
California, in an attempt to flush out Confederate sympathizers. 

Naval: At Chincoteague, Virginia, the USS Louisiana dispatches two boats, which 
attack and destroy a Confederate schooner being outfitted as a privateer. 

Heavy fire from the USS Monticello proves instrumental in repulsing Confeder¬ 
ate troops and steamers as they attacked Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. 

October 6 

Naval: The USS Ring captures the blockade-running schooner Alert oS Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

October 7 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln dispatches Secretary of War Simon Cameron 
with a letter to General Samuel R. Curtis to inquire if General John C. Fremont 
should be replaced as commander in Missouri. 

South: William J. Hardee, Thomas J. Jackson, James Longstreet, and John B. 
Magruder gain promotion to major generals, C.S.A. 

General Braxton Bragg extends his military authority over all of Alabama. 
West: Eager to restore his flagging reputation. General Charles Fremont advances 
40,000 men from St. Louis, Missouri, toward Lexington. The move prompts General 
Sterling Price to withdraw south. 

Naval: The steam-powered ironclad CSS Virginia (nee Merrimack), completely 
armored and redesigned by Confederate engineer John M. Brooke, makes its brief 
but ominous debut off Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

The USS Louisiana captures the Confederate schooner S. T. Garrison off Wallops 
Island, Virginia. 

The gunboat USS Tyler exchanges shots with Confederate artillery posted at 
Iron Bluffs near Columbus, Kentucky. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, accompanied by gunboats USS Lexington and Tyler, 
conducts a reconnaissance of Lucas Bend, Missouri. 

October 8 

West: General Robert Anderson, who is ailing and commands the Department 
of the Cumberland, is superseded by General William T. Sherman at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

October 9 

South: General Braxton Bragg orders 1,000 Confederates under General Richard 
H. Anderson across Pensacola Bay to attack Union-held Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa 
Island, Florida. The Southerners, under cover of darkness, safely land and drive the 
6th New York from its camp. Union commander Colonel Harvey Brown then brings 
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out several companies of regulars from the fort, assisted by artillery. These troops 
skirmish heavily with the Confederates, which dissuades Anderson from attacking 
further. A quick sweep by Union troops nets several stragglers as the Confeder¬ 
ates withdraw, but the bulk of Anderson’s troops reach the mainland intact. Brown 
reports losses of 13 kiUed, 27 wounded, and 21 missing, whereas Anderson loses 18 
dead, 39 wounded, and 30 captured. 

Naval: American naval vessels guarding the Head of Passes, Mississippi River, are 
attacked by the Confederate steamer CSS Ivy. No damage is incurred by either side, 
but the impressive range of Southern naval ordnance is noted by the Federals. 

October 10 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, writing to General Gustavus W. Smith, briefly 
ponders the use of African-American slaves by Confederate forces as laborers. 
West: General Ormsby M. Mitchel is ordered on an expedition into the heart of 
pro-Union East Tennessee. 

Naval: Accurate shooting by the USS Daylight silences a Confederate battery at 
Lynnhaven Bay, Virginia, after it begins to shell the Union vessel John Clark. 

Confederate forces attack and capture the American sloop William Batty in 
Tampa Bay, Florida. 

October 11 

South: Edmund Kirby-Smith is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans assumes command of Union forces in the 
Department of Western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Union dispatches three boat crews under Lieutenant Abram 
D. Harrell, which cut out and burn a Confederate privateer in Dumfries Creek, 
Virginia. 

October 12 

West: General John C. Fremont’s advance results in heavy skirmishes at ClintonvilJe 
and Pomme de Terre (Cameron), Missouri. Confederate partisans under Missouri 
militiaman Jeff Thompson also raid fronton from their home base in Stoddard 
County. 

Naval: Covered by rain and darkness, the Confederate steamer Theodora runs the 
Union blockade off Charleston, South Carolina, and makes for Cuba. On board are 
special commissioners James M. Mason and John Slidell. 

The USS Dale captures the Confederate schooner Specie east of Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

Newly launched Confederate rammer CSS Manassas under Commodore George 
N. Hollins departs New Orleans, Louisiana, and ventures down the Mississippi 
River with the armed steamers Ivy and James L. Day. While clearing the Head of 
Passes, they encounter a Union squadron consisting of the USS Richmond, Vin¬ 
cennes, Water Witch, Nightingale, and Preble. A stiff engagement develops in which 
Manassas successfully rams Richmond and Vincennes, running them aground. The 
action concludes soon after, and Hollins steams back upstream. The Union vessels 
subsequently are refloated, and the blockade resumes. 
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The confederate privateer Sallie captures the Union brig Granada at sea. 

The first Union ironclad, USS St. Louis, is launched at Carondelet, Missouri. 

October 13 

South: General Thomas Williams succeeds General James K. F. Mansfield as com¬ 
mander of Union forces at Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State seizes the Confederate steamer Salvor near Tortugas 
Island, Florida. 

October 14 

Politics: To discourage treasonable activity. President Abraham Lincoln orders 
General Winfield Scott to suspend writs of habeas corpus anywhere in the region 
from Maine to Washington, D.C. 

Secretary of War Simon Cameron orders General Thomas W. Sherman to orga¬ 
nize and arm fugitive slaves into military squads at Port Royal, South Carolina. 
South: General Braxton Bragg formally takes charge of the newly constituted 
Department of Alabama and West Florida. 

WEST: Former Virginia attorney turned Confederate raider Jeff Thompson estab¬ 
lishes his home base in southeastern Missouri. 

Southwest: Colonel James H. Carleton, 1st California Infantry, replaces Colonel 
George Wright as commander of the District of Southern California. 

Naval: Lieutenant A. Murray of the USS Louisiana administers loyalty oaths to the 
inhabitants of Chincoteague Island, Virginia. 

October 15 

South: Colonel Isaac M. Tucker and the 2nd New Jersey Regiment skirmish with 
Confederates at Little River Turnpike, Virginia. 

West: Confederate raiders under Jeff Thompson attack a Union outpost at Potosi, 
Missouri, taking 33 prisoners of the 38th lUinois and burning the Big River Bridge. 
Naval: The USS Roanoke, Flag, Monticello, and Vandalia capture and sink the Confed¬ 
erate blockade-runner Thomas Watson off Stono Reef, Charleston, South Carolina. 

October 16 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis denies requests by Confederate soldiers to 
return home to serve in their state militia. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel Ashby Turner clashes with Union forces 
near Harper’s Ferry in western Virginia. 

Union forces reoccupy Lexington, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate schooner Edward Barnard 
near South West Pass, Mississippi River. 

October 17 

Naval: After some deliberation. Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont informs US. Navy 
secretary Gideon Welles that Port Royal, South Carolina, is an inviting target and 
would constitute an important asset to the continuing blockade effort. 

The Confederate privateer Sallie captures the Federal brig Betsey Ames on the 
Bahama Banks. 
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October 18 

Political: President Abraham Lincoln meets with his cabinet about continuing 
dissatisfaction with General in Chief Winfield Scott and his probable retirement. 
He also experiences problems prying troops from the armies of Generals William T. 
Sherman and George B. McClellan for the upcoming coastal expedition. 

South: General Israel B. Richardson takes Union forces on a reconnaissance of the 
Occoquan River, Virginia. 

WEST: Confederate raiders under Jeff Thompson skirmish with Colonel Joseph B. 
Plummer’s 11th Missouri Regiment around Wardensburg, Missouri. 

Southwest: General Mansfield Lovell replaces General David E. Twiggs as com¬ 
mander of Confederate Department No. 1 (Louisiana and Texas). 

Naval: The USS Gemsbok captures the Confederate brig Ariel off Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

October 19 

Naval: USS Massachusetts and CSS Florida wage an inconclusive battle in the Mis¬ 
sissippi Sound, but Union forces are alarmed by the apparent longer range of Con¬ 
federate ordnance. 

October 20 

South: General George B. McClellan, eager to test Confederate responses and pres¬ 
sured by Radical Republicans to assume the offensive, orders politician-turned- 
soldier Colonel Charles P. Stone to dispatch troops from his base at Poolesville, 
Maryland, and demonstrate before enemy lines near Leesburg, Virginia. Stone elects 
to send a single brigade of 1,700 men under the inexperienced colonel Edward D. 
Baker, a political appointee and close friend of President Abraham Lincoln. He is 
ordered to make a “slight demonstration” to test Confederate reactions. When word 
of Baker’s advance reaches Confederate colonel Nathan G. Evans, he energetically 
makes preparations to receive the intruders. 

Union forces under General George A. McCall occupy Dranesville, Virginia, 
below the Potomac River. He is supposed to be acting in concert with forces dis¬ 
patched to Leesburg by Colonel Edward P. Stone, but he withdraws his troops with¬ 
out informing the latter. 

West: Colonel William P. Carlin advances his 38th Illinois to Pilot Knob, 
Missouri. 

Colonel George Wright replaces General Edwin V. Sumner as commander of the 
Department of the Pacific. 

October 21 

South: Acting upon faulty intelligence. Colonel Isaac D. Baker ferries 1,700 men 
of his brigade across the Potomac River at Ball’s Bluff, Virginia, a 100-foot ledge 
overlooking the waterway. He does so without first reconnoitering the area for 
enemy troops and remains unaware that Colonel Nathan G. Evans’s Confederates 
are posted in the woods above him. Federal troops clamber up the slope, but senior 
officer express concern about having their backs against a river. At this juncture the 
mhling soldiers are fired on by Southerners from higher up, enjoying the advantage 
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of position. An unequal battle ensues for three and a half hours until Baker is killed 
and his command succumbs to panic. Evans then charges down hill and routs the 
remaining defenders, many of whom tumble over the bluffs and drown while ford¬ 
ing the Potomac. Losses in this affair are 49 Union troops killed, 158 wounded, and 
714 captured to a Confederate tally of 33 killed, 115 wounded, and one missing. 
President Abraham Lincoln is notably shaken upon hearing of the death of Baker, a 
good friend and close confidant. 

Nathan G. Evans is promoted to brigadier general, C.S.A., for his performance 
at Ball’s Bluff 

General John B. Magruder skirmishes with Union forces at Young’s Mills (New¬ 
port News), Virginia. 

General John B. Grayson, G.S.A., dies of illness in Tallahassee, Florida. 

West: Gonfederates under General Felix K. Zollicoffer skirmish heavily with the 
Union troops of General Albin F. Schoepf at Rockcastle Hills, Kentucky. 

Golonel J. B. Plummer engages in a three-hour battle with Confederate forces 
near Fredericktown, Missouri, and occupies the town. 

October 22 

South: The Confederate Department of Virginia organizes under General Joseph 
E. Johnston while General Pierre G. T. Beauregard retains command of the District 
of the Potomac. 

General Theophilus Holmes takes command of the Aquia District of Virginia. 
General James H. Trapier assumes control of the Gonfederate Department of 
Middle and East Florida. 

West: General Benjamin F. Kelley takes charge of Union forces in the Department 
of Harper’s Ferry. 

General Thomas J. Jackson is ordered to lead Confederate forces in the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley of western Virginia. 

Naval: Captain Thomas T. Craven, commanding the Potomac River Flotilla, 
informs superiors that Confederate batteries control access to the Potomac at all 
points below Alexandria, Virginia. 

October 23 

West: Skirmishing erupts between Union and Confederate forces at West Liberty 
and Hodgeville, Kentucky. The strength of enemy defenses alarms General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman, who is anxious to forestall further Confederate advances into that 
state. 

Naval: Crew members of the captured Confederate privateer Savannah are tried in 
New York on charges of piracy and threatened with execution. Though convicted, 
the sentences are never carried out. 

October 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln relieves General John C. Fremont of com¬ 
mand in Missouri and replaces him with General David Hunter. He also attends 
the funeral of Colonel Edward D. Baker, his close friend, lately killed at Ball’s 
Bluff. 
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West: The inhabitants of western Virginia overwhelmingly endorse plans for form¬ 
ing their own state. 

Colonel R. D. Anderson and his 14th Tennessee attack the Union position of 
Camp Joe Underwood, Kentucky. 

Western Union finalizes its transcontinental telegraph; viable communication 
with the entire country now becomes possible. 

October 25 

West: Union cavalry under Major Charles Zagonyi defeat opposing Confederate 
forces and occupy Springfield, Missouri. 

Naval: Swedish inventor and engineer John Ericsson begins to construct his revo¬ 
lutionary, one-turret warship USS Monitor at Greenpoint, New York, by laying its 
keel. 

The USS Rhode Island captures the Confederate schooner Aristides off Charlotte 
Harbor, Florida. 

October 26 

South: General Alexander R. Lawton takes command of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of Georgia. 

West: Continued skirmishing under General Benjamin F. Kelley at Romney and 
South Branch Bridge in western Virginia removes the last remaining Confederate 
forces from the theater. 

General John C. Fremont and General Sterling Price of the Missouri Home 
Guard agree on a prisoner exchange. 

Naval: CSS Nashville successfully clears the blockade out of Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

The gunboat USS Conestoga ferries Federal troops to Eddyville, Kentucky, for an 
impending advance on Saratoga by General Charles E. Smith. 

October 27 

West: General John C. Fremont shepherds his army toward Springfield, Missouri, 
in the mistaken belief that the main Confederate force under General Sterling Price 
encamps there. In fact. Price has retreated long since to safety thanks to Fremont’s 
lethargic movements. 

Naval: The USS Santee captures the Confederate brig Delta off Galveston, Texas. 

October 28 

North: Union troops under General Joseph Hooker engage Confederate batteries 
near Budd’s Ferry, Maryland. 

West: General Albert S. Johnston relieves General Simon B. Buckner as commander 
of the Confederate Army Corps of Kentucky at Bowling Green. 

Federal forces under General Chester Harding advance toward Fulton, 
Missouri. 

Naval: Lieutenant Alfred Hopkins of the USS Louisiana leads a three-boat expedi¬ 
tion that attacks and burns three Confederate vessels anchored in the Chincoteague 
Inlet, Virginia. 
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October 29 

Naval: A huge combined expedition of 17 warships, 25 supply ships, and 25 trans¬ 
ports under Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont, conveying 13,000 Union troops under 
General Thomas W. Sherman, departs Hampton Roads, Virginia. The largest Amer¬ 
ican armada assembled to date, the flotilla is intended to capture Port Royal, South 
Carolina, midway between Charleston and Savannah, Georgia. En route, the armada 
is buffeted by heavy seas off the coast and is scattered widely. 

October 30 

South: President Jefferson Davis complains to General Pierre G. T. Beauregard 
about publishing excerpts from Beauregard’s report on the Battle of First Manassas 
“to exalt yourself at my expense.” Thereafter, the two leaders are never reconciled. 
West: Confederate forces near Fort Donelson, Tennessee, begin to sink stone-filled 
barges on the Cumberland River as an obstacle to Federal gunboats. 

Naval: The Confederate privateer Sallie seizes the American brig B. K. Eaton at 
sea. 

October 31 

Politics: Secessionist-leaning Missouri legislators meet at Neosho, Missouri, and 
vote to join the Confederacy. The state continues to be claimed simultaneously by 
both belligerents. 

North: Ailing, 75-year-old General in Chief Winfield Scott, once the military doyen 
of his age, voluntarily resigns as general in chief of Union forces. He then retires 
in virtual isolation to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York, for the 
remainder of the war. 

West: Union soldiers repulse Confederate attackers at Morgantown, Kentucky, with 
few casualties to either side. 

November 1 

North: The 34-year-old general George B. McClellan gains appointment as general 
in chief to succeed the ailing Winfield Scott. In light of his youth, dash, and reputa¬ 
tion, much is expected of him. 

West: Confederate forces under General John B. Floyd botch an attack on General 
William S. Rosecrans’s troops at Gauley Bridge and Cotton Hill in western Virginia. 
After being repulsed, the Southerners withdraw completely from the area. 

General Ulysses S. Grant arrives at Cairo, Illinois, to take charge of the Dis¬ 
trict of Southeast Missouri. Rumpled and nondescript in appearance, he proves to 
be aggressively disposed and begins to formulate plans to evict Confederate forces 
from their strong point along the bluffs at Columbus, Kentucky. 

General John C. Fremont finally concludes a prisoner-exchange agreement with 
General Sterling Price, and he also pledges to release civilians held in military deten¬ 
tion. The agreement subsequently is negated by President Abraham Lincoln for 
exceeding local military authority. 

Naval: The Union armada under Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont continues 
being buffeted by high seas off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, and remains 
widely scattered. 
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November 2 

South: Former vice president John C. 
Breckinridge is appointed brigadier gen¬ 



eral, C.S.A. 

West: General John C. Fremont, who 
has proven incorrigible, is relieved of 
command of the Department of the 
West at Springfield, Missouri, and is 
temporarily replaced by General David 
Flunter. 

Southern partisans under General 
Jeff Thompson are the object of a Federal 
offensive at Bird’s Point, Gape Girardeau, 
and Ironton, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Sabine rescues a bat¬ 
talion of U.S. Marines from the sinking 
transport Governor near Georgetown, 
South Carolina, before it founders. 

British steamer Bermuda successfully 
runs the blockade at Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

November 3 

North: Union troops under General 
Oliver O. Floward advance into southern 
Maryland to clear out remaining pockets 
of Confederate troops. 

November 4 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, 
Portrait of a Confederate soldier (Library of Congress) frustrated in his inability to reach an 

agreement with General Pierre G. T. 
Beauregard concerning strategy, solicits 
support and advice from General Samuel Cooper and General Robert E. Lee. He 
also is increasingly aware of rumors concerning his alleged military ineptitude. 
South: General John A. Dix forbids all African Americans from entering beyond 
closely prescribed military lines. 

West: General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson arrives as commander of Confederate 
forces in the Shenandoah Valley, headquartered at Winchester, Virginia. 

Naval: A large naval expedition under Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont gathers off 
Port Royal Sound, South Carolina. Meanwhile, Confederate vessels under Com¬ 
modore Josiah Tattnall fire on the coast survey ship Vixen and USS Ottawa as they 
reconnoiter the two-mile-wide entrance into the channel. No damage results as the 
Union ships complete their mission and withdraw. 
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November 5 

South: General Robert E. Lee assumes 
responsibilities as head of the newly con¬ 
stituted Department of South Carolina, 

Georgia, and East Elorida. 

West: Union troops under General 
William Nelson occupy Prestonburg, 

Kentucky. 

General John C. Fremont, still com¬ 
manding the Department of the West, 
orders General Ulysses S. Grant on a 
diversionary attack against Columbus, 

Kentucky, to cover Union thrusts in 
southeastern Missouri. He anticipates 
that this maneuver will keep Confederate 
forces preoccupied and unable to cross 
the Mississippi River and interfere. 

Naval: The USS Ottawa, Pembina, Sen¬ 
eca, and Pawnee attack and disperse a 
Confederate squadron under Commo¬ 
dore Josiah Tattnall in Port Royal Sound, 
and begin to shell neighboring Forts 
Walker and Beauregard on the north and 
south sides of the sound. 

November 6 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis is 
elected permanent chief executive of 
the Confederate States of America and 
is slated to serve a six-year term. Vice 
President Alexander Stephens likewise 
is reelected, as are members of the first 
permanent Confederate Congress. 

WEST: General Ulysses S. Grant embarks from Cairo, Illinois, with two brigades 
of infantry, some cavalry, and an artillery battery for an amphibious descent on 
nearby Belmont, Missouri. To cover his actions, he orders General Charles E Smith, 
commanding Union forces at Paducah, Kentucky, to demonstrate against the main 
Confederate force under General Leonidas Polk at Columbus, directly opposite 
Belmont. 

Naval: The USS Rescue attacks and burns the Confederate schooner Ada in Cur- 
ratoman Creek, Virginia. 

The USS Lawrence captures the British blockade-runner Fanny Lee off Darien, 
Georgia. 



Portrait of a Union officer (Library of Congress) 
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November 7 

West: General Don C. BueU is chosen to command Union forces in Kentucky, and 
he receives instructions from General George B. McClellan on the legal status of 
fugitive African-American slaves. 

Approximately 3,000 Union troops under General Ulysses S. Grant disembark at 
Hunter’s Farm, three miles above his objective at Belmont, Missouri. His opponent. 
General Gideon Pillow, commands 2,500 men, and once the firing commences. 
General Leonidas Polk rushes an additional 2,500 men across the Mississippi River. 
Meanwhile, Grant’s men launch into the Confederates, who are saddled by Pillow’s 
inept leadership and are routed in a four-hour fight. Enthusiastic Union troops 
storm into the Confederate camp, and, despite the entreaties of Grant and other 
officers, they embark on headlong plundering. This allows Pillow to regroup and 
receive reinforcements under Polk, who arrives in person to take charge. With Con¬ 
federate forces now interposed between his men and his water transport. Grant has 
little choice but to cut his way through enemy lines to the riverbank—and safety. 
Union forces again prevail in stiff fighting and successfully embark while venge¬ 
ful Confederates fire on them from the shoreline. Grant himself nearly stumbles 
into advancing Confederates in the woods and almost is captured. His first battle 
proves somewhat of a botched draw, with Federal troops sustaining 607 casualties 
to a Confederate tally of 641. But, most important, the affair demonstrates Grant’s 
willingness to undertake the offensive, along with his aptitude for combined opera¬ 
tions employing both troops and gunboats. 

Naval: The South Atlantic Blockading Squadron of 77 vessels under Commodore 
Samuel F. Du Pont disembarks 16,000 troops under General Thomas W. Sherman 
off Port Royal Sound, South Carolina, halfway between Charleston and Savannah, 
Georgia. The Union vessels steam directly into the sound, assume a circling oval 
formation, and subject the Confederates to a steady stream of accurate gunfire from 
154 heavy cannon. Forts Beauregard and Walker, whose crews are largely untrained, 
respond with a sputtering fire from 41 guns that mainly falls short. Ironically, the 
Southerners are commanded by General Thomas F. Drayton, whose brother, Per- 
cival Drayton, is a Union naval commander. By 3:30 p.m., both fortifications are 
abandoned and overrun by the combined assault. Confederate defenders under 
Commodore Josiah Tattnall can only harass their antagonists, but they do manage 
to rescue the garrison at Hilton Head and ferry them ashore. Despite spectacular 
pyrotechnics, losses are extremely light, with Du Pont losing eight killed and six 
wounded while Drayton reports 11 killed and 48 wounded. The Union has acquired 
a second firm lodging on the Confederate coastline; Port Royal Sound/Hilton Head 
emerges as a major coaling base for the blockading squadrons. 

The wooden gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington afford useful fire support for 
Union forces at Belmont, Missouri, allowing them to escape a Confederate pursuit 
to the water’s edge. Their success underscores the growing utility and flexibility of 
naval craft for riverine operations throughout the West. 

The British mail steamer Trent departs Havana, Cuba, bound for the Danish 
island of St. Thomas in the Caribbean. Confederate agents James M. Mason and 
John SlideU are onboard. 
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November 8 

South: Federal forces under General Thomas W. Sherman advance inland from 
Hilton Head, South Carolina, toward the city of Beaufort. 

General Robert E. Lee arrives at his new headquarters in Savannah, Georgia. 
Hearing of the success of Union forces at Port Royal Sound, he orders the coastline 
evacuated save for the garrison of Fort Pulaski, Georgia. 

West: Pro-Union agitators rise up and attack Southern forces in the mountainous 
region of eastern Tennessee, destroying railroad lines and forcing General Felix K. 
Zollicoffer to request immediate reinforcements. 

Union troops under General William Nelson engage Confederate forces at Ivy 
Mountain, Kentucky. While at Prestonburg, Nelson had become aware of Southern 
recruiting activities under Colonel John S. Williams at Piketon, 28 miles distant, and 
resolved to entrap them. He then dispatches Colonel Joshua W. Sill, two regiments, 
and some cannon on a circuitous route to cut Williams off near the Virginia state 
line. Nelson himself marches three regiments and two batteries directly toward Pik- 
etown. The Confederates, badly outnumbered and armed mostly with muskets and 
shotguns, rapidly fall back to Ivy Mountain and position themselves along a bend in 
the road. Nelson’s troops are then fought to a standstill. The second column under 
Sill never arrives. Williams manages to disengage and return to Virginia intact. Nel¬ 
son reports six killed and 24 wounded; Southern losses are unknown. 

Naval: The USS Rescue shells a Confederate battery at Urbana Creek, Virginia, and 
subsequently nets a large enemy schooner. 

In a potentially disastrous move, the screw sloop USS San Jacinto under irascible 
Captain Charles Wilkes, boards the British mail packet Trent in Old Bahama Chan¬ 
nel and forcibly removes Southern envoys James M. Mason and John Slidell. This 
proves an egregious violation of international law involving the rights of neutrals 
on the high seas and threatens to precipitate a war with Great Britain. 

A cutting-out expedition under Lieutenant James E. Jouett, launched from USS 
Santee, surprises and burns the Confederate schooner Royal Yacht at Galveston, 
Texas. 

November 9 

South: Union forces under Generals Joseph Hooker and Daniel E. Sickles advance 
on Mathias Point, York River, Virginia. 

Eederal troops under General Thomas W. Sherman, assisted by gunboats, 
advance from Port Royal, South Carolina, and capture the city of Beaufort on 
the Broad River. This severs a vital communications link between Charleston and 
Savannah, Georgia. Department commander General Robert E. Lee expresses con¬ 
cern to the government in Richmond about the Union’s apparent ability to land 
troops anywhere at will. 

George B. Crittenden is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

West: In a major shake-up of command. General Henry W. Halleck becomes com¬ 
mander of Eederal troops in the newly created Department of Missouri (Missouri, 
Arkansas, Illinois, and western Kentucky) while General Don C. Buell replaces 
General William T. Sherman as head of the Department of the Cumberland, sub- 
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sequently enlarged and renamed the Department of the Ohio (Indiana, Michigan, 
Tennessee, and western Kentucky). 

The Department of Kansas is organized under General David Hunter. 
Southwest: The Department of New Mexico is reorganized under Colonel Edward 
R. S. Canby, U.S. Army. 

November 11 

North: Thaddeus Lowe, Union chief of army aeronautics, rides an observation 
balloon launched from the G. W. Parke Custis anchored in the Potomac River. In 
nearby Washington, D.C., a torchlight parade is held honoring General George B. 
McClellan, now publicly heralded as savior of the Union. 

West: General Jacob D. Cox’s Federal troops skirmish with Confederate forces at 
Gauley Bridge in western Virginia. 

General Leonidas Polk is wounded when a large Confederate cannon at Colum¬ 
bus, Kentucky, explodes while being test-fired. 

General George B. Crittenden assumes command of Confederate troops in the 
District of Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. His chief subordinate, Felix K. ZoUicoffer, is 
assigned to southeastern Kentucky but is to remain south of the Cumberland River. 

Pitched battles erupt between Union Jayhawkers and Southern Bushwhackers 
at Little Blue, Missouri. 

November 12 

South: Renewed Federal reconnaissance of Occoquan Creek by Federal troops 
under General Samuel P. Heintzelman. 

Naval: The British-built steamer Fingal arrives with a cargo of military stores 
at Savannah, Georgia. The vessel subsequently is armed and rechristened CSS 
Atlanta. 

November 13 

Politics: George B. Lincoln contemptuously snubs President Abraham Lincoln 
when the latter calls on his headquarters by retiring to bed. Henceforth, the general 
will be summoned to the White House when consultations become necessary. 
Naval: The USS Water Witch captures the British blockade-runner Cornucopia off 
Mobile, Alabama. 

November 14 

North: General Joseph Hooker fights a minor engagement at Mattawoman Creek, 
Maryland. 

Naval: The U.S. revenue cutter Mary attacks and captures the Confederate privateer 
Neva at San Francisco, California. 

November 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and his cabinet begin to focus attention on 
strategic New Orleans, Louisiana, the Confederacy’s second-largest city and a port 
of great significance. In selecting a naval leader to spearhead an amphibious expe¬ 
dition against it, Secretary Gideon Welles chooses Captain David G. Farragut, a 
60-year-old Tennessean and War of 1812 veteran known for his aggressive disposi- 
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tion. Welles has been persuaded to do so by Captain David D. Porter, Farragut’s 
stepbrother. 

The U.S. Christian Commission is organized as a wartime extension of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). The commission is designated to pro¬ 
vide supplies and extend other assistance to Union troops. 

West: General Don C. Buell arrives at Louisville, Kentucky, as commander of the 
Department of the Ohio, replacing General William T. Sherman. The president is 
counting on him for an early advance into pro-Union eastern Tennessee. 

A camp occupied by Union sympathizers near Chattanooga, Tennessee, is over¬ 
run by Confederate forces. Their leader, William B. Carter, is captured but subse¬ 
quently escapes. 

Southwest: A mixed Confederate force of 1,400 Texans under Colonel Douglas H. 
Cooper with allied Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw warriors arrives at Canadian 
Creek, Indian Territory, intending to fight a reputed 1,000 pro-Union Creek Indi¬ 
ans stationed there under Opothleyahola. However, once arrived, they discovered 
that the enemy has withdrawn, so Cooper sets off in pursuit toward nearby Round 
Mountain. 

Naval: The USS San Jacinto under Captain John Wilkes arrives at Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia, with captured Confederate emissaries James M. Mason and John Slidell 
onboard. This is the government’s first inkling of what had transpired at sea, and 
Wilkes is hailed as a hero in the press. 

The USS Dale captures the British schooner Mabel east of Jacksonville, Florida. 

November 16 

Politics: To preclude a potentially ruinous war with Great Britain, Postmaster 
General Montgomery Blair and Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts urge the 
immediate release of Confederate envoys James M. Mason and John Slidell. 

Naval: Confederate navy secretary Stephen R. Mallory accepts bids for four, heavily 
armed seagoing ironclads. 

November 17 

Naval: The USS Connecricwt captures the British schooner Adeline off Cape Canav¬ 
eral, Florida, uncovering a large cache of military stores and supplies onboard. 

November 18 

Politics: The fifth session of the Provisional Confederate Congress convenes. 

Confederate Kentuckians meet at Russellville and adopt a secession ordinance. 
Like Missouri, Kentucky has separate legislatures in both Union and Confederate 
camps. 

A convention of loyal North Carolinians convenes at Hatteras to denounce 
secession and reaffirm their loyalty to the Union. Marble Taylor Nash is then elected 
provisional governor of the state. 

South: The 1st Virginia Cavalry under Colonel Fitzhugh Lee skirmishes with Union 
forces at Fairfax Courthouse, Virginia. 

West: General Albert S. Johnston repeats his call for a complete mobilization by all 
militia and volunteers from Tennessee. 
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Guerrillas under General leff Thompson seize a Federal steamer at Price’s Land¬ 
ing, Missouri. 

General George Wright formally accepts command of the Department of the 
Pacific. 

Southwest: A detachment of the 9th Texas under Golonel Douglas H. Cooper, 
assisted by allied Cherokees, fights a skirmish with Creek warriors under Opoth- 
leyahola at Round Mountain, Indian Territory. The pro-Union Native Americans 
are defeated yet skillfully extricate themselves. 

Naval: Commodore David D. Porter is tasked with acquiring and supplying gun¬ 
boats for the long-anticipated campaign against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The USS Monticello exchanges fire with Confederate artillery near New Inlet, 
North Carolina. 

Heavy and accurate fire from the gunboat USS Conestoga silences a Confederate 
battery at Canton, Kentucky, and disperses accompanying troops. 

November 19 

Naval: The CSS Nashville captures and burns the Union clipper Harvey Birch at 
sea. 

November 20 

North: General George B. McClellan, a superb organizer and disciplinarian, 
reviews 70,000 men of the Army of the Potomac near Washington, D.C. In contrast 
with amateurish forces hastily assembled the previous summer, visitors comment 
favorably on the martial ardor and discipline of all ranks. However, it remains to 
be seen if McClellan will aggressively engage enemy forces who are defending the 
Confederate capital, Richmond, Virginia. 

West: General fohn B. Floyd hastily withdraws from the Gauley River region of 
western Virginia, abandoning or destroying valuable tents and other equipment. 

General Thomas C. Hindman leads Confederate forces in a skirmish at Browns¬ 
ville, Kentucky. 

General Henry W. Halleck, newly arrived at the Department of the Missouri in 
St. Louis, declares General Orders No. 3, excluding African-American slaves from 
military camps in the Department of the Missouri. 

Southwest: Pursuing Union forces corner and capture Confederate sympathizers 
under Daniel Showalter at Warner’s Ranch, southeast of Los Angeles, California. 

November 21 

Politics: The Confederate cabinet is reorganized with Judah P. Benjamin succeed¬ 
ing LeRoy P. Walker as secretary of war. 

North: John M. Schofield is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

West: Confederate general Lloyd Tilghman becomes commander of strategic Forts 
Henry and Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, respectively. These 
are the lynchpins of Confederate defense in the central region of the war and critical 
to the Southern war effort. 

General Albert S. Johnston again summons 10,000 volunteers from Mississippi 
to assist in the defense of Columbus, Kentucky. 
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Naval: The USS New London, assisted by the R. R. Cuyler and Massachusetts, seizes 
the Confederate schooner Olive in Mississippi Sound. Hours later, they also seize 
the steamer Anna. 

November 22 

Southwest: General Albert Pike is appointed commander of the newly instituted 
Confederate Department of the Indian Territory. 

Naval: The Navy Department is authorized to recruit an additional 500 marines 
and officers. 

The USS Niagara and Richmond engage in a two-day duel with Confederate 
artillery based in Fort McRee, Pensacola, Florida. The vessels are assisted by fire 
from neighboring Fort Pickens; Confederate positions sustain heavy damage, as 
does the Richmond. 

November 23 

West: Union troops under General George H. Thomas stage a demonstration from 
Danville, Kentucky, toward eastern Tennessee. 

Naval: The Gonfederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes evades 
the USS Iroquois at Martinique and heads for Europe. 

November 24 

West: Colonel Nathan B. Forrest mounts a prolonged cavalry raid against union 
garrisons Caseyville and Eddyville, Kentucky, initiating what becomes a spectacular 
partisan career. 

Naval: The USS San Jacinto under Captain John Wilkes docks in Boston, Massachu¬ 
setts, whereupon captured Confederate commissioners James M. Mason and John 
Slidell are imprisoned at Fort Warren. 

A U.S. Navy squadron consisting of the USS Flag, August, Pocahontas, Seneca, 
and Savannah, the whole under Commander John Rodgers, disembark forces on 
Tybee Island and seal off the mouth of the Savannah River, Georgia. This acquisi¬ 
tion places nearby Fort Pulaski, Savannah’s principal fortification, within Union 
grasp. 

November 25 

South: Gonfederate secretary of war Judah P. Benjamin orders pro-Union guerril¬ 
las captured in Tennessee to be tried by court-martial and hanged if found guilty 
of burning bridges. 

Naval: The USS Penguin captures the Confederate blockade-runner Albion near 
Edisto, North Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes takes the 
Union brig Montmorenci off the Leeward Islands. 

November 26 

Politics: A constituent convention gathers at Wheeling, Virginia, and adopts a 
resolution to secede from Virginia and establish a separate state. 

North: A banquet honoring Captain Charles Wilkes is held in Boston as diplomats 
begin to weigh the diplomatic implications of his actions. 
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South: General George A. McCall leads Union forces on an expedition to Dranes- 
ville, Virginia, engaging in several skirmishes en route. 

Naval: Commodore Josiah Tattnall sorties with three armed steamers against Union 
vessels off Cockspur Roads, Georgia. The Confederates withdraw after failing to lure 
their opponents to within range of Fort Pulaski’s guns. 

The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes and 
burns the American schooner Arcade north of the Leeward Islands. 

November 27 

Diplomacy: Indignation runs high in Great Britain as word of the Trent affair cir¬ 
culates. Signs and editorials declaring an “outrage on the British flag” begin to mani¬ 
fest publicly while war seems in the offing. 

WEST: General Don C. Buell, commanding the Department of the Ohio, is encour¬ 
aged by General George B. McClellan to advance into the Tennessee heartland. 
Naval: A large Union naval expedition, destined for Ship Island, Mississippi, departs 
Hampton Roads, Virginia. This is the preliminary step for launching an expedition 
against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The USS Vincennes boards and seizes the British blockade-runner Empress after 
it runs aground at the mouth of the Mississippi River. 

November 28 

Politics: The Confederate Congress inducts Missouri into the Confederacy as the 
12th state. 

West: General Benjamin M. Prentiss assumes control of Union forces in the Depart¬ 
ment of North Missouri. 

Naval: The USS New London captures the blockade-runner Lewis and the schooner 
A. J. View off Ship Island, Mississippi. 

November 29 

South: In an act of defiance, farmers in the vicinity of Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, and Savannah, Georgia, burn cotton crops rather than see them confiscated 
by Northern forces. 

West: General John M. Schofield takes command of the Union militia in Missouri. 
Naval: Lieutenant John L. Worden is exchanged and arrives back in Washington, 
D.C., after seven months of close confinement in Alabama. 

November 30 

Diplomacy: The British cabinet, headed by Foreign Secretary Lord John Russell, 
greatly incensed by the Trent affair, demands a formal apology and the immediate 
release of detained Confederate agents James M. Mason and John Slidell. The Brit¬ 
ish minister to the United States, Lord Lyons, is also instructed to depart Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., if a proper response is not forthcoming within one week. 

West: A raid by Confederate bushwhackers captures horses belonging to Federal 
troops under Benjamin F. Kelley. 

Naval: The USS Savannah attacks and captures the Confederate schooner E. J. 
Waterman after it grounds on Tybee Island, Georgia. 
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The USS Wanderer captures the British blockade-runner Telegraph near Indian 
Keys, Florida. 

December 1 

Diplomacy: The British cabinet prepares for war with the United States by dis¬ 
patching 6,000 troops to Canada and sending Admiral Sir Alexander Milne to Hali¬ 
fax, Nova Scotia, with 40 vessels mounting 1,273 guns. 

Politics: U.S. secretary of war Simon Cameron reports to President Abraham 
Lincoln as to what should be done with the thousands of African-American slaves 
flocking into Union lines. The president, desperate to maintain the loyalty of bor¬ 
der states Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri, orders all mention of 
emancipation or military service struck from the report, preferring instead to allow 
Congress to address the issue after the war. The president also inquires of General 
George B. McClellan exactly when he intends to resume offensive operations in 
Virginia. 

West: A brigade of Federal troops under General Albin Schoeph advances to 
engage General Felix K. Zollicoffer’s Confederates at Mill Springs and Somerset, 
Kentucky. 

Confederate authorities in Tennessee hang several pro-Union guerrillas charged 
with burning bridges. 

Naval: The gunboat USS Penguin captures the blockade-runner Albion off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, along with a cargo of commodities worth $100,000. 

The USS Seminole captures the Confederate sloop Lida off St. Simon’s Sound, 
Georgia. 

The USS New London captures the Confederate sloop Advocate in Mississippi 
Sound. 

December 2 

Politics: The second session of the 37th Congress convenes in Washington, D.C. 

Secretary of War Simon Cameron reveals that U.S. military forces comprise 
20,334 army soldiers and 640,637 volunteers. 

West: General Henry Halleck is authorized to suspend writs of habeas corpus 
within the Department of Missouri. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles informs President Abraham Lincoln 
that 153 enemy vessels have been captured in the previous year. Moreover, he 
declares naval manpower at 22,000 men and, once all new vessels on the stocks are 
afloat, that the navy possesses 264 warships of various description. 

The CSS Patrick LLenry under Commander John R. Tucker attacks four Union 
steamers off Newport News, Virginia, and withdraws two hours later after sustain¬ 
ing damage. 

December 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, in his message to Congress, suggests that 
slaves appropriated from Southern owners be allowed to emigrate. He also reiter¬ 
ates his belief that the Union must be preserved by all means at the government’s 
disposal. 
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South: Confederate forces at Vienna, Virginia, capture a detachment of the 3rd 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

WEST: The 13th Illinois under Colonel John B. Wyman skirmishes with Confeder¬ 
ates at Salem, Missouri, while Major George C. Marshall leads the 2nd Missouri 
Cavalry on a reconnaissance through Saline County. 

General John Pope is instalJed as commander of alJ Federal forces between the 
Missouri and Osage rivers. 

Naval: Two regiments, the first troops of General Benjamin F. Butler’s expedition, 
arrive by sea at Ship Island, Mississippi. The locale is converted rapidly into a major 
staging area for future operations against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the British blockade-runner Victoria at sea. 
The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Vigilant at sea near the West Indies. 

December 4 

Diplomacy: The British government forbids all exports to the United States, espe¬ 
cially materials capable of being used for armaments. 

Politics: The U.S. Senate formerly expels former vice president John C. Breckin¬ 
ridge of Kentucky on a vote of 36 to 0. Since the previous November, Brecldnridge 
has been serving as a Confederate major general. 

Southern Presbyterians gather in Augusta, Georgia, to separate themselves from 
their Northern counterparts. They then found the Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Confederate States of America. 

West: Newly arrived at his headquarters at St. Louis, Missouri, General Henry W. 
Halleck authorizes continuing punitive measures against Confederate sympathizers 
in his region. These include the death penalty for any citizen caught assisting rebel 
guerrillas. 

Colonel John H. Morgan leads a successful Confederate mounted raid, which 
burns the Bacon Creek Bridge near Munfordville, Kentucky. 

Armed citizens of Dunksburg, Missouri, unite to repel a Confederate raiding 
party. 

Naval: The USS Montgomery is attacked by the Confederate steamers Florida and 
Pamlico at Horn Island Pass, Mississippi Sound. No damage to either side ensues. 

December 5 

Politics: Congress introduces petitions and bills mandating the abolition of slavery. 
West: General William J. Hardee assumes command of the Confederate Central 
Army of Kentucky. 

Colonel John B. Wyman of the 13th Illinois commences an expedition to Cur¬ 
rent Hills, Missouri. 

Naval: A naval squadron consisting of the USS Ottawa, Seneca, and Pembina con¬ 
ducts a reconnaissance in force along Wassaw Sound, Georgia. 

December 6 

Political: Pro-Union newspaper editor William G. Brownlow is arrested by Con¬ 
federate authorities on charges of treason in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
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South: General George G. Meade conducts a successful Union foraging expedition 
through GunneU’s Farm in Dranesville, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Augusta seizes the British blockade-runner Cheshire off South 
Carolina. 

December 7 

West: Confederate forces occupy Glasgow, Missouri, without a fight. 

Naval: The USS Santiago de Cuba under Commander Daniel B. Ridgley stops the 
British ship Eugenia Smith at sea and removes Confederate purchasing agent J. W. 
Zacharie of New Orleans, Louisiana. Coming on the heels of the Trent affair, this act 
exacerbates tensions between the two nations. 

December 8 

North: The American Bible Society begins to distribute as many as 7,000 Bibles a 
day to Union soldiers and sailors. 

Southwest: Pro-Union Chief Opothleyahola and Creek 1,000 warriors arrive at 
Bird Creek (Chusto-Talasah), Indian Territory, and assume defensive positions 
while pursued by Confederate and allied Indian forces. The chief then dispatches a 
messenger to the hostile tribes indicating that he does not wish to spill Indian blood, 
but word of Creek determination to fight unsettles many of Colonel Douglas H. 
Cooper’s warriors. Native Americans begin to desert him. 

Naval: The USS Rhode Island captures the British blockade-runner Phantom off 
Cape Lookout, North Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union bark Ehen Dodge at sea. 

December 9 

Politics: In light of recent military disasters at Bull Run and Ball’s Bluff, Congress 
votes 33-3 to establish an oversight committee to monitor the conduct of the war. 
This becomes known infamously as the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War 
and is the bane of many senior Union officers. 

Southwest: Pro-Confederate Cherokee, Chicaksaw, and Choctaw, assisted by 
the 9th Texas under Colonel Douglas H. Cooper, attack pro-Union Creek under 
Opotheyahola at Bird Creek (Chusto-Talasah), Indian Territory. With his Texans 
in the center, Cherokees on the left, and Choctaws and Chickasaws on the right. 
Cooper advances on the Creeks in unison. Resistance proves fierce initially, but 
finally both of Opothleyahola’s flanks retreat, and he falls back with the cen¬ 
ter. Cooper’s losses amount to 15 killed and 37 wounded, while Creek casualties, 
never tallied, are probably heavier. However, supply shortages dog the Confeder¬ 
ate column, and they fail to pursue the fleeing Creek, who eventually make it to 
Kansas. 

Naval: The USS Harriet Lane, supported by the Potomac Flotilla, engages Confed¬ 
erate artillery at Freestone Point, Virginia. 

The USS New London seizes the Confederate schooner Delight and sloops 
Express and Osceola off Cat Island Passage, Mississippi. 



90 Civil War Almanac 


1861 


December 10 

Politics: The Confederate Congress admits the expatriate Kentucky “government” 
into the Confederacy as its 13th state. It thus joins Missouri as having representa¬ 
tives in both belligerent camps. 

Naval: A landing party under Lieutenant James W. A. Nicholson of the USS Isaac 
Smith captures an abandoned Confederate fort on Otter Island in the Ashepoo 
River, South Carolina. It subsequently is turned over to Federal forces. 

December 11 

South: The city of Charleston, South Carolina, is ravaged by a destructive fire that 
consumes half of the city. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina captures the Confederate sloop Florida as it attempts 
to run the blockade off Savannah, Georgia. 

The USS Bienville captures the Confederate schooner Sarah and Caroline off St. 
John’s River, Florida. 

December 12 

Naval: Gunfire from the USS Isaac Smith covers a landing by U.S. Marines as they 
destroy a Confederate base in the Ashepoo River, South Carolina. In this manner. 
Union forces are slowly expanding their base of operations out from Port Royal 
Sound. 

The USS Alabama captures the British ship Admiral as it attempts to run the 
blockade off Savannah, Georgia. 

December 13 

West: Newly appointed Union general Robert FI. Milroy decides to attack Confed¬ 
erate positions atop nearby Allegheny Mountain in western Virginia. He marches 
830 men from Cheat Mountain directly to his objective, then garrisoned by 1,200 
Confederates under General Edward Johnson, while another column under Colo¬ 
nel Gideon C. Moody with 930 men takes a circuitous route 12 miles around the 
enemy’s left flank. However, when Moody is delayed several hours by poor terrain, 
Milroy attacks alone. Charging up the heavily wooded slopes, he is handily repulsed, 
at which point Johnson charges downhill and completely disperses his antagonists. 
By the time Moody’s column arrives on the scene, the Southerners are ready for 
him, and both sides engage in a five-hour firefight across the mountain slope. At 
length. Moody withdraws back toward Cheat Mountain. Union losses are 20 dead, 
107 wounded, and 10 missing whde the Confederates record 20 killed, 98 wounded, 
and 28 missing. 

December 14 

Southwest: General Henry H. Sibley assumes control of Confederate forces along 
the Upper Rio Grande River and the New Mexico and Arizona Territories. 

December 15 

Naval: The USS Stars and Stripes captures the Gonfederate blockade-runner Char¬ 
ity off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, while the USS Jamestown seizes the sloop 
Havelock at nearby Cape Fear. 
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December 16 

Politics: Congressman Clement Vallandigham of Ohio, soon vilified as a “Cop¬ 
perhead,” introduces a resolution commending Captain Charles Wilkes for his role 
in the Trent affair. 

December 17 

Diplomacy: Armed forces of Britain, Spain, and France attack and occupy Vera¬ 
cruz, Mexico, ostensibly seeking reparations for foreign debts. However, once Napo¬ 
leon III begins to maneuver to seize political control of that nation, the other two 
belligerents withdraw their troops. The French regime seeks to take advantage of 
America’s preoccupation with domestic strife for its own gain. 

South: Confederate troops skirmish and then evacuate Rockville, South Carolina, 
in the face of advancing Union forces from nearby Hilton Head. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson commences operations against Dam No. 5 on the 
Potomac River, western Virginia. 

Union and Confederate forces under Generals Alexander M. McCook and 
Thomas C. Hindman, respectively, fight a heavy skirmish at Rowlett’s Station, 
Green River, Kentucky, which results in 17 Northern casualties to 33 killed and 55 
wounded Southerners. 

Naval: The U.S. Navy scuttles a “stone fleet” of seven old vessels at the entrance 
of Savannah Harbor, Georgia. This is comprised of wooden sailing vessels, heavily 
laden with stones to impede navigation. 

Commodore Henry H. Foote institutes regular Sunday services onboard his fleet 
of gunboats on the Cumberland River. 

December 18 

West: General John Pope reconnoiters Confederate positions along Blackwater 
Creek, Missouri, prompting General Sterling Price to withdraw. 

December 19 

Diplomacy: Lord Lyons, British minister to the United States, informally alerts 
Secretary of State William H. Seward of his instructions, namely, his government’s 
insistence that the Americans must unconditionally release the Southern commis¬ 
sioners James M. Mason and John Slidell, who had been illegally removed from 
the British vessel Trent. Seward asks Lyons to make a formal presentation of his 
government’s demands on December 23. 

South: General George A. McCall orders General Edward O. C. Ord to take his 3rd 
Brigade of Pennsylvania Reserves, march up the Leesburg Pike from Gamp Pierpont, 
and forage in the vicinity of DranesviUe, Virginia. Ord takes with him the 6th, 9th, 
10th, and 12th Pennsylvania Reserves, and a squadron of the 1st Pennsylvania Cav¬ 
alry, and he is further buttressed by the attached 13th Pennsylvania “Bucktails.” 
Naval: Confederates destroy the lighthouse on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, 
to deny its use to the enemy. 

December 20 

Politics: The influential Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War is instituted 
formally in the U.S. Congress following a disastrous defeat at Ball’s Bluff during the 
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previous October. It is staffed largely by such Radical Republicans as Benjamin F. 
Wade of Ohio and Zachariah Chandler of Michigan and is tasked with closely scru¬ 
tinizing the conduct of president and senior commanders throughout the war. 
South: To obviate mounting shortages of animal fodder and food supplies, Gen¬ 
erals Joseph E. Johnston and George B. McClellan dispatch competing foraging 
expeditions in the vicinity of Dranesville, Virginia. The Union effort, led by Gen¬ 
eral Edward O. C. Ord, consists of five infantry regiments, an artillery battery, and 
a cavalry squadron. The 1,800 Confederates are led by General J. E. B. Stuart with 
an almost identical force, though hobbled by a very large wagon train. The North¬ 
ern troops occupy Dranesville first where Colonel Thomas Kane observes Stuart’s 
approach and warns Ord, who rushes up the balance of his force. Stuart remains 
oblivious to danger until his 1st Kentucky and 6th South Carolina, who had previ¬ 
ously fired on each other by mistake, suddenly encounter the 9th Pennsylvania in an 
adjoining woods. Stuart nonetheless marches up and deploys his remaining troops 
with alacrity, pushing the Federals back under the cover of their artillery. But Kane’s 
troops subsequently rally around a two-story brick house, which the Confederates 
attack and are repulsed. The 11th Virginia then swings forward to outflank the 
Northerners when it is suddenly assailed in the flank by concealed companies of 
the 10th Pennsylvania and also is driven back. Stuart then calls off the battle and 
withdraws back to Centreville, having sustained 43 killed, 143 wounded, and eight 
missing (194) to a Union tally of seven killed and 61 wounded. All told, it is an 
inauspicious debut for the South’s most celebrated cavalryman. 

Naval: To further deter Confederate blockade-runners, Captain Charles H. Davis 
scuttles 16 old whaling vessels, heavily laden with heavy rocks, in the main channel 
of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

December 21 

Politics: The U.S. Congress institutes the Navy Medal of Honor as the nation’s 
highest military award granted to that service. Curiously, it is intended for enlisted 
ranks, and commissioned officers are not eligible until 1915. 

December 22 

West: General Henry W. Halleck reiterates, in no uncertain terms, that any 
individuals found sabotaging Union railroads or telegraph lines are to be shot 
immediately. 

December 23 

Diplomacy: British minister to the United States Lord Lyons formally submits a 
note to Secretary of State William H. Seward in which his government demands 
the release of Confederate agents James M. Mason and John Slidell. The American 
government has one week to respond satisfactorily, after which time Britain will 
withdraw its ambassador. 

West: To break up a concentration of Confederate troops and recruits in south¬ 
eastern Kentucky, Colonel James A. Garfield is dispatched toward Prestonburg with 
1,100 infantry and 450 cavalry with orders to drive the enemy back to Virginia. 
Union cavalry under General John Pope reach Lexington, Missouri. 
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December 24 

South: In light of his poor performance, General Henry A. Wise is dismissed from 
the Virginia theater and reassigned to a quiet sector in North Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Gem of the Sea captures and sinks the British blockade-runner 
Prince of Wales off Georgetown, South Carolina. 

December 25 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln celebrates Christmas with his family and later 
that day confers with legal authorities about the disposition of imprisoned Confed¬ 
erate envoys. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant orders the expulsion of all fugitive African Ameri¬ 
cans from Fort Holt, Kentucky. 

General Samuel R. Curtis assumes command of Federal forces in the Southwest 
District of Missouri. 

Colonel George G. Todd and his 10th Missouri Infantry advance upon Danville, 
Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Fernandina captures the Confederate schooner William H. Northrup 
off Cape Fear, North Carolina. 

Confederate navy secretary Stephen R. Mallory implores General Leonidas Polk 
at Columbus, Kentucky, to furlough troops so that they can assist in the construc¬ 
tion of ironclads at Memphis, Tennessee. 

December 26 

Diplomacy: An international crisis is averted when President Abraham Lincoln’s cab¬ 
inet concurs that the seizure of James M. Mason and John Slidell is illegal and that the 
two captives should be released and allowed to continue to Europe. Secretary of State 
William H. Seward authorizes their release from confinement at Fort Warren, Boston, 
blaming the entire matter on a “misunderstanding” by Captain John Wilkes. 

South: Confederate Brigadier General Philip St. George Cocke commits suicide 
after a lengthy illness in Powhatan, Virginia. 

West: Martial law is again declared in St. Louis, Missouri, and around its attendant 
railroads by General Henry W. Halleck. 

Naval: Commodore Josiah Tattnall sorties from the Savannah River, Georgia, with 
the CSS Savannah, Resolute, Sampson, Ida, and Barton and temporarily forces a 
Union blockading squadron into deeper waters. 

The USS Rhode Island captures the Confederate schooner Venus at Sabine Pass 
off the Louisiana coast. 

December 27 

Politics: Secretary of State William H. Seward alerts the House and Senate For¬ 
eign Relations Committees as to President Abraham Lincoln’s decision to release 
Confederate agents James M. Mason and John Slidell from captivity at Fort Warren 
in Boston, Massachusetts. He also provides British ambassador Lord Lyons with a 
lengthy diplomatic note—not an apology—explaining the American response. 
West: Union and Confederate forces clash at Hallsville, Missouri, and General Ben¬ 
jamin M. Prentiss scatters the Southern garrison lodged there. 
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December 28 

West: General Lew Wallace leads Union forces on an expedition against Camp 
Beauregard and Viola, Kentucky. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel Nathan B. Forrest engage the Union forces 
of General Thomas L. Crittenden. Forrest leads a detachment of 300 Confederate 
cavalry toward Sacramento, Kentucky. En route, he encounters a smaller force of 
168 Union men under Major Eli Murray. After skirmishing breaks out, Forrest 
recalls his line to reorganize, which Murray misinterprets as a retreat. The Union 
troopers charge headlong against twice their number and are hit on both flanks 
before scattering. Forrest, consistent with his nature, is in the thick of fighting and 
kills two Union officers. His Confederates sustain two dead, having killed 11 and 
taken 40 prisoner. Triumphant in this first of many scrapes, the future “Wizard of 
the Saddle” takes his command back to Greenville, hotly pursued by 500 Union 
troopers under Colonel James Jackson. 

General Benjamin M. Prentiss skirmishes with Confederate forces at Mount 
Zion Church, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS New London seizes the schooner Gipsy in Mississippi Sound. 

December 29 

West: Occupation of Beckley and Suttonville by Union forces in western Virginia 
further consolidates their grip on the region. 

Confederate partisans under General Jeff Thompson unsuccessfully attack the 
Union steamer City of Alton near Commerce, Missouri. 

Naval: The CSS Sea Bird dodges Union gunfire and captures an unnamed Union 
schooner near Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

December 30 

Naval: The USS Santee captures the Confederate schooner Garonne off Galveston, 
Texas. 

December 31 

Politics: Noting the inactivity of Union forces in the East, President Abraham 
Lincoln anxiously cables General Henry W. Halleck in St. Louis, Missouri, in hopes 
of hearing of offensive operations in that theater soon. “Are you and General Buell 
in concert?” he inquires. 

Naval: A landing party dispatched from USS Mount Vernon captures and destroys a 
light ship off Wilmington, North Carolina, which has been outfitted as a gunboat. 

An attack by army troops and sailors from gunboats USS Ottawa, Pembina, and 
Seneca disperses Confederate forces at Port Royal Perry and along the Coosaw River. 
This preemptive strike removes the threat of Southern artillery emplacements that 
would isolate Union forces on Port Royal Island. 

The USS Augusta captures the Confederate schooner Island Belle as it ran the 
blockade near Bull’s Bay, South Carolina. 

A large landing party from USS Water Witch, New London, and Henry Lewis 
attacks and captures Biloxi, Mississippi. The Confederate schooner Captain Spedden 
is also seized, and an artillery battery is demolished. 
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January 1 

Diplomacy: Confederate agents James M. Mason and John Slidell board the HMS 
Rinaldo off Provincetown, Massachusetts, and sail for Halifax en route to Great 
Britain. 

North: General in Chief George B. McClellan remains sidelined by illness as Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln frets over his continuing military inactivity. 

South: Federal troops skirmish heavily as they advance toward Port Royal Ferry on 
the Coosaw River, South Carolina, attempting to enlarge their bridgehead. 

Union and Confederate batteries exchange fire in the vicinity of Fort Pickens 
and Fort Barancas, Pensacola, Florida. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson, eager to secure the lightly defended town of 
Romney in western Virginia, orders his Stonewall brigade and 8,500 troops under 
General William W. Loring out of their winter abodes at Winchester. However, no 
sooner do they leave than the temperature plunges to freezing, and soldiers, march¬ 
ing without heavy overcoats, suffer severely. 

General George H. Thomas takes 5,000 Union soldiers on a march from Leba¬ 
non, Kentucky, toward the Tennessee state line. 

Generals Henry W. Halleck at St. Louis, Missouri, and Don C. Buell at Louisville, 
Kentucky, are encouraged by the War Department to undertake offensive operations 
against Confederate forces at Columbus and Nashville. 

A detachment of the 1st Kansas Cavalry burns the settlement of Dayton, 
Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Yankee and Anacostia exchange fire with Confederate batteries 
along Cockpit Point on the Potomac River. The latter receives slight damage. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote dispatches the Federal gunboat USS Lexington 
down the Ohio River to assist the Conestoga in protecting Union citizens along the 
river banks. 

January 2 

Naval: Taking advantage of a heavy fog, the Confederate steamer Ella Warley 
evades the USS Mohican and slips into Charleston, South Carolina, with a valu¬ 
able cargo. 

January 3 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis expresses anxiety over the recent Union sei¬ 
zure of Ship Island, Mississippi, and its probable future use as a base of operations 
against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

South: Union and Confederate outposts skirmish in the vicinity of Big Bethel, 
Virginia. 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson continue slogging through 
freezing, damp weather from Winchester, Virginia, and up the Shenandoah Valley 
to destroy the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and dams on the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal. 
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General George B. Crittenden arrives at Mills Springs, Kentucky, to take com¬ 
mand of Confederate forces mistakenly deployed north of the Cumberland River 
by General Felix K. Zollicoffer. 

January 4 

West: The town of Bath, western Virginia, falls to Confederate forces under General 
Thomas J. Jackson. 

January 5 

North: Confederate artillery under General Thomas J. Jackson briefly bombard 
Union positions in and around Hancock, Maryland. Jackson then retires to Unger’s 
Store to rest his shivering troops. 

January 6 

Political: President Abraham Lincoln ignores cries by Radical Republican senators 
to replace General George B. McClellan, then ill from typhoid fever, over allegations 
of military inactivity. He also continues urging General Don C. Buell, commanding 
the Army of the Ohio in Kentucky, to assume an offensive posture. 

South: Henry Heth is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: In response to critical shortages of trained manpower. Commodore Andrew 
H. Foote suggests drafting soldiers to serve on the gunboat fleet. The army proves 
reluctant to do so, and General Ulysses S. Grant recommends that the guardhouses 
be emptied to assist the navy. 

January 7 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside is appointed commander of the future 
Department of North Carolina. 

WEST: Confederate troops begin to shift from Hancock, Maryland, toward Romney, 
western Virginia. En route, a Union detachment at Blue’s Gap scatters its Confed¬ 
erate opposites and captures two cannon. General Thomas J. Jackson nonetheless 
determines to capture Romney, possession of which grants him control of the South 
Branch Valley, Potomac River. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat USS Conestoga, recently returned from a reconnais¬ 
sance of Confederate positions at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, alerts Commodore 
Andrew H. Foote as to the intrinsic strength of that position and the danger it poses 
to a naval assault. 

January 8 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis contacts fugitive Missouri governor Claiborne 
F. Jackson and assures him that his state is not being neglected by the Confederate 
government. He also presses the governor to raise additional manpower to offset 
Union advantages. 

January 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln expresses dismay that Generals Henry W. 
Halleck and Don C. Buell still fail to initiate offensive measures anywhere in the 
West. 



1862 


Chronology 97 


Naval: Commodore David G. Farragut of the USS Hartford is appointed com¬ 
mander of the Western Gulf Blockading Squadron. In this capacity, he is responsible 
for orchestrating the capture of New Orleans, Louisiana, an essential facet of Union 
strategy. Farragut, cognizant of the need to maintain utmost secrecy, instructs his 
wife to burn any correspondence he exchanges with her. 

January 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln displays concern to Secretary of War Simon 
Cameron over the apparent lack of military activity in the West. 

Confederate-leaning Missourians Waldo P. Johnson and Trusten Polk are 
expelled from the U.S. Senate. 

West: Believing themselves heavily outnumbered. Union forces abandon strate¬ 
gic Romney, western Virginia, to advancing Confederates under General Thomas 
J. Jackson. That esteemed leader also engages in a bitter contretemps with General 
William W. Loring about charges that he abused his soldiers by marching them 
during bitterly cold weather. 

General James A. Garfield wages an indecisive pitched battle against Confeder¬ 
ates under General Humphrey Marshall at Middle Fork near Prestonburg, Ken¬ 
tucky. Marshall gathers 2,200 men slightly west of the town, largely underequipped 
and in varied states of training and health. Garfield advances against them with 
1,100 infantry and 450 cavalry, although his march from Louisa encounters rough, 
swampy terrain. The battle begins as Union troops attempt to force the Southerners 
from two hills while Marshall simultaneously tries to turn the Northern left flank. 
A confused stalemate ensues until Garfield receives 700 reinforcements in the late 
afternoon. Humphrey, unable to counter Union numbers, withdraws, conceding the 
field of battle to Garfield. Losses in this minor affair are 10 Confederates killed, 15 
wounded, and 25 captured to a Union tally of one killed and 20 injured. Garfield 
nonetheless is congratulated by General Don C. Buell and is promoted to brigadier 
general. 

Generals Ulysses S. Grant and John A. McClernand ready their forces at Cairo, 
Illinois, for a concerted campaign to evict Confederates from their stronghold at 
Columbus, Kentucky. 

The Trans-Mississippi District of Confederate Department No. 2 is organized 
with General Earl Van Dorn as commander. 

Naval: In light of the advanced state of the Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia, 
officers at the Navy Department ponder probable defensive measures against it. 
Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough orders the steam tugs USS Dragon and Zouave 
off Hampton Roads, Virginia, to tow the sail frigates Congress and Cumberland to 
any position deemed advantageous. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote’s gunboats begin to ferry Union troops up and 
down the Tennessee and Mississippi rivers to mask General Ulysses S. Grant’s forth¬ 
coming advance on Fort Henry, Tennessee. 

January 11 

Politics: Secretary of War Simon Cameron resigns from office amidst charges of 
corruption and mismanagement. President Lincoln subsequently nominates former 
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attorney general Edwin M. Stanton, a confidant of General George B. McClellan, 
as his successor. The appointment proves fortuitous, for Stanton infuses military 
administration with new energy and efficiency. 

South: The Department of Key West, Florida, is organized with General John M. 
Brannan as commander. 

Naval: Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough assembles a squadron consisting 
of the USS Henry Brinker, Delaware, Philadelphia, Hunchback, Morse, Southfield, 
Commodore Barney, and Commodore Perry and the schooner Howard off Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. His immediate objective is the capture of Roanoke Island, North 
Carolina. 

Commander David D. Porter of the gunboat USS Essex, along with the St. Louis, 
engage Confederate vessels and positions along the Mississippi River near Lucas 
Bend, Missouri. The Southerners subsequently withdraw under the cover of their 
batteries at Columbus, Kentucky. 

January 12 

West: The 37th Ohio conducts antiguerrilla sweeps around Logan County Court 
House and in the Guyandotte Valley, western Virginia. 

Naval: A naval expedition of 100 vessels under Commodore Louis M. Goldsbor¬ 
ough departs Hampton Roads, Virginia, in preparation for an attack on strategic 
Roanoke Island, North Carolina. He is accompanied by 15,000 Federal troops under 
General Ambrose E. Burnside. 

The USS Pensacola successfully runs past Confederate batteries on the Potomac 
River at Cockpit and Shipping Points, Virginia. 

January 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln again urges generals Henry W. HaUeck and 
Don C. Buell of the necessity to commence offensive operations in the West. He 
finds their passivity disconcerting. 

North: General George B. McClellan refuses to consult with either the president or 
other officials as to his impending plan of operations. Moreover, he disagrees with 
Lincoln’s overall strategy of attacking along a broad front. 

Naval: Lieutenant John L. Worden, still convalescing from months of captivity, is 
appointed to take command of the revolutionary USS Monitor, then under con¬ 
struction on Long Island, New York. 

Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough and his 100-ship expedition arrive off 
Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. Once on station, he reiterates orders that gunners 
must be trained completely and familiar with the new Bormann fuzes fitted to 9- 
inch shrapnel shells. 

January 14 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson occupy the strategic hamlet 
of Romney, western Virginia, amid mounting friction with his unruly subordinate. 
General William W. Loring. 

Naval: Three Federal gunboats on the Mississippi River begin to probe the Confed¬ 
erate defenses of Columbus, Kentucky, with a brief bombardment. 
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January 15 

Politics: Ohioan Edwin M. Stanton is confirmed by the U.S. Senate as the new 
secretary of war to replace outgoing Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania. 

South: Confederate general Lovell Mansfield confiscates 14 civilian steamers at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and impresses them to bolster that city’s defenses. 

Naval: Commodore Andrew H. Foote advises subordinates against wasting scarce 
ammunition for his scarcely trained gunboat squadron, urging all hands to make 
every shot count. 

January 16 

West: General Felix K. Zollicoffer disregards orders from General George B. 
Crittenden by maintaining Confederate troops north of the Cumberland River, 
Kentucky, where they must fight with the river to their backs. Shortly after, Crit¬ 
tenden arrives with reinforcements, and he decides that the water is running too 
high to recross safely. He then makes the most of his subordinate’s rashness by 
planning to engage an oncoming Union column at Logan’s Cross Roads, nine 
miles distant. 

Naval: Accurate gunfire from the USS Hatteras, followed up by boat crews and 
marines, destroys seven vessels, a railroad depot, and a telegraph office at Cedar 
Keys, Florida. 

The USS Albatross captures and sinks the British blockade-runner York off 
Bogue Inlet, North Carolina. 

The Union enhances it grip on western waters after the Fad gunboats Caron- 
delet, St. Louis, and Cincinnati are commissioned. This brings the total of armored 
river gunboats to seven, and they prove indispensable in asserting Union control of 
strategic waterways. 

January 17 

West: General George H. Thomas arrives from Somerset, Kentucky, and takes 
charge of 4,000 Union troops in the vicinity of Logan’s Crossroads. The nearest 
Confederate forces are only 10 miles distant at Mills Springs on the Cumberland 
River, so he anticipates an attack. 

General Charles F. Smith boards a gunboat and begins to probe in the direction 
of Confederate-held Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. 

Naval: The USS Connecticut seizes the British blockade-runner Emma off the Flor¬ 
ida coast. 

Federal gunboats USS Conestoga and Lexington conduct a preliminary recon¬ 
naissance of the Tennessee River past Confederate-held Fort Henry. The detailed 
knowledge they acquire helps formulate plans for its swift capture. 

January 18 

Politics: Former president John Tyler dies in Richmond, Virginia, at the age of 62. 
West: 4,000 Union troops under General George H. Thomas, having enticed Con¬ 
federate troops north of the Cumberland River to attack, encamp at Mill Springs, 
Kentucky. Strong reconnaissance parties sent toward the river return with positive 
information that General George B. Crittenden’s Confederates are advancing and 
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that they intend to strike the Union camp at dawn. With trademark thoroughness, 
Thomas methodically and unhurriedly prepares to receive the enemy while order¬ 
ing two nearby brigades in support. 

Naval: The USS Kearsarge sails to Cadiz, Spain, in order to halt the depredations 
of the CSS Sumter. 

The CSS Sumter under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes and burns the Union 
barks Neapolitan and Investigator in the Strait of Gibraltar. 

Union vessels USS Midnight and Rachel Seaman bombard Confederate posi¬ 
tions at Velasco, Texas. 

January 19 

West: At daybreak, a force of 4,000 Confederates under Generals Felix K. Zollicof- 
fer and William H. Carroll marches 10 miles to attack the Union encampment at 
Logan’s Cross Roads, Kentucky. Despite heavy rain and mud, the Southerners slam 
into Northern pickets at daybreak, driving them back to the main defense line, 
commanded by General Mahlon D. Manson. General George H. Thomas then ral¬ 
lies his men and withstands several assaults until the 10th Indiana, tired and out of 
ammunition, bolts for the rear. Thomas counters by feeding the 4th Kentucky under 
Colonel Speed S. Fry into line, which drives the Confederates back into a ravine. 
The two forces then trade shots for several tense minutes as they sort themselves 
out. The Confederates emerge and charge one more time while Thomas, expecting 
this move, stations the newly arrived brigade of General Samuel R Carter obliquely, 
whose troops rake the Southerners with a deadly enfdade fire. At this confused 
juncture, Zollicoffer mistakenly gallops into Fry’s position in the fog and is shot 
dead in the saddle. The Confederates waver until Crittenden arrives in person to 
lead another brigade forward. This charge is also fought to a standstill and, judging 
the moment right, Thomas orders the 12th Kentucky and 9th Ohio to turn both 
Confederate flanks. Crittenden’s men break under this latest onslaught and flee back 
to their Beech Grove encampment. 

The ensuing Union pursuit proves somewhat slow owing to the poor state of the 
roads, so Thomas only arrives outside Crittenden’s camp at Mills Springs that eve¬ 
ning. He determines to attack in force on the morrow, but Crittenden evacuates his 
Confederates by boat across the swollen Cumberland River and withdraws rapidly 
back to Nashville. Thomas subsequently captures their supply train, 12 cannon, and 
1,000 horses. Confederate losses are 125 killed, 309 wounded, and 99 missing to 40 
Union dead, 207 wounded, and 15 missing. Mills Springs is the first in a series of 
disasters, which negates the Southern defensive line in Kentucky. More significantly, 
the victory revives Union sentiments throughout the region and delivers to Union 
forces control of the Cumberland Gap—an important invasion route into eastern 
Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Itasca captures the Confederate schooner Lizzie Weston off the 
Florida coast. 

January 20 

Naval: At the behest of Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, the Union Gulf Block¬ 
ading Squadron is reorganized into two distinct formations: The Eastern Gulf 
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Blockading Squadron and the Western Blockading Squadron, with the latter com¬ 
manded by Commodore David G. Farragut. His fleet consists of 17 steam warships 
and 19 mortar boats under his foster brother, Commander David D. Porter. At this 
time Farragut announces word of his impending campaign against New Orleans, 
Louisiana, to the crews. 

Union boarding parties from the USS R. R. Cuyler, in concert with the Huntsville 
and Potomac, capture the Confederate schooner /. W. Wilder off Mobile, Alabama. 

January 21 

West: Union forces under General John A. McClernand advance on the Confeder¬ 
ate stronghold at Columbus, Kentucky, but they do not engage. 

Naval: The USS Ethan Allen captures the Confederate schooner Olive Branch off 
Cedar Keys along the Florida coast. 

January 22 

South: General Henry A. Wise becomes commander of Confederate forces in the 
vicinity of Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, then under an impending Union assault 
from the sea. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat USS Lexington trades fire with Confederate batteries 
at Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. General Charles F. Smith is onboard as an 
observer. 

January 23 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson leads his Stonewall Brigade out from Romney, 
western Virginia, and back down to Winchester. The town, however, remains gar¬ 
risoned by troops under the uncooperative general William W. Loring. Worse, 
Loring feels that Jackson deliberately has left his troops in an exposed position 
only 20 miles from Union lines, so he and other officers violate the chain of com¬ 
mand by petitioning friends in the Confederate Congress for redress and a change 
in orders. 

At St. Louis, Missouri, General Henry W. Halleck strengthens existing martial 
law provisions, making it illegal for individuals to conduct subversive activities. This 
includes the failure of pro-Southern inhabitants to pay assessments to support pro- 
Union fugitives; their property is now subject to seizure. 

Naval: Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough reports slow but steady progress 
working his warships and heavily laden transports over the bar at Pamlico Sound, 
North Carolina. 

The Federal schooner USS Samuel Rotan seizes the Confederate steamer Cal¬ 
houn in East Bay Mississippi River. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote, citing chronic manpower shortages, pleads with 
Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles to broach the subject with the War Department 
and arrange a draff of army troops to fill out his gunboat squadron. 

January 24 

West: The small Gonfederate command of General Humphrey Marshall is ordered 
withdrawn from Martindale, Kentucky and back into Virginia via Pound Gap. 
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Naval: The USS Mercedita forces the Confederate schooner Julia aground at the 
mouth of the Mississippi River. 

January 25 

Naval: The USS Arthur captures the Confederate schooner /. /. McNeil off Pass 
Cavallo, Texas. 

January 26 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard transfers from the Eastern Theater to the 
West and becomes subordinate to General Albert S. Johnston. Command in Virginia 
remains with General Joseph E. Johnston, still smarting from his contretemps with 
President Jefferson Davis. 

Naval: A second stone fleet is sunk to obstruct Maffitt’s Channel, Charleston 
Harbor. 

Captain Charles H. Davis leads USS Ottawa and Seneca on a reconnaissance of 
Wassaw Sound, Georgia, in the vicinity of strategic Port Pulaski. He is accompanied 
by 2,400 men under General Horatio G. Wright. 

January 27 

Diplomacy: Emperor Napoleon 111 declares that the American conflict infringes on 
trade relations with France, but he will observe a policy of strict neutrality. 
Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, exasperated by a lack of initiative by Union 
commanders, composes General War Order No. 1. This mandates a general offensive 
against the Confederacy from various points along the line. February 22—George 
Washington’s birthday—is selected as the deadline to commence combined opera¬ 
tions by both army and navy forces. 

January 28 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan leads Confederate cavalry in an action against 
Union forces near Greensburg and Lebanon, Kentucky. 

Naval: Off Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough 
informs the secretary of the navy that getting army transports over the bar has 
delayed operations, but he puts the time to good use by aggressively reconnoitering 
Confederate positions on Roanoke Island. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate blockade-runner Major Barbour off 
Isle Derniere, Louisiana. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote advises senior general Henry W. Halleck to com¬ 
mence operations against Forts Henry and Donelson before the water levels on the 
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers begin to recede. 

January 29 

West: Union forces began an intensive manhunt around Blue Springs, Missouri, 
looking for noted guerrilla William C. Quantrill. 

Naval: The USS storeship Supply seizes the Confederate schooner Stephen Hart off 
Sarasota, Florida. 

January 30 

Diplomacy: Recently released Confederate envoys James M. Mason and John Slidell 
arrive at Southampton, England, and are cordially received. 
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West: General Henry W. Halleck, at St. Louis, Missouri, finally authorizes com¬ 
bined operations against Confederate positions at Forts Henry and Donelson, Ten¬ 
nessee. Because recent rains have reduced existing roads to quagmires, he orders all 
troop movements conducted by gunboat. General Ulysses S. Grant wastes no time 
putting his command in motion. 

Naval: John Ericsson’s revolutionary ironclad USS Monitor, derided by onlookers 
as “a cheesebox on a raft,” is launched at Greenpoint, Long Island, amid thunderous 
applause. Trial and acceptance runs begin immediately. 

The USS Kingfisher captures the Confederate blockade-runner Teresita in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The Federal gunboat USS Conestoga conducts a final reconnaissance of the Ten¬ 
nessee River in preparation for movement against Confederate-held Fort Henry. 

January 31 

Diplomacy: Queen Victoria of Great Britain further dashes Southern hopes by 
reiterating her government’s stance of observing strict neutrality in matters of war. 
Nonetheless, the British advise Confederate agents of European displeasure over 
having Southern ports blocked by obstacles. 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln issues Special War Order No. 1, which man¬ 
dates an advance on Manassas Junction, Virginia, by the Army of the Potomac no 
later than February 22,1862. General George B. McClellan, however, simply ignores 
the directive and continues honing his recruits to a fine edge. 

Congress passes the Railways and Telegraph Act, empowering the president 
to commandeer any rail facility deemed essential for the conduct of the war 
effort. 

Radical Republicans demand that General George B. McClellan attack Southern 
positions immediately along with actively freeing slaves and enlisting them in the 
military. The general, however, steadfastly declines to turn a war to save the Union 
into a social crusade to free African Americans held in bondage. 

West: Confederate secretary of war Judah P. Benjamin, at the behest of friends in 
the Confederate Congress, orders General Thomas J. Jackson to relocate Confeder¬ 
ate troops from the town of Romney, western Virginia, and back to Winchester. 
An angry Jackson, aware that General William W. Loring has violated the chain of 
command behind his back, complies with the order—then resigns from the army 
Fortunately for the Confederacy President Jefferson Davis refuses to accept, and, 
assisted by Virginia governor John Lechter, he persuades Jackson to remain with 
the army 

February 1 

Southwest: Confederate forces under General Henry H. Sibley advance from El 
Paso, Texas, into the New Mexico Territory, intent on conquering the entire region 
for the South. 

Naval: The USS Portsmouth captures the Confederate steamer Labuan near the 
mouth of the Rio Grande. 

The USS Montgomery seizes the Confederate schooner Isabel in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
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February 2 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant departs Cairo, Illinois, on his campaign against the 
Confederate-held Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. He embarks 17,000 troops, 
transporting them on Commodore Andrew H. Foote’s gunboats. Grant intends 
to land on Panther Creek west of the fort, march inland, and quickly seal off the 
garrison’s avenue of escape. 

Naval: The USS Hartford, flagship of Commodore David G. Farragut, departs 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, en route to Ship Island, Mississippi, there to take charge 
of the Western Gulf Blockading Squadron prior to an amphibious descent on New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote orders Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps to take the tim- 
berclad gunboats USS Conestoga, Lexington, and Tyler on an independent foray 
down the Tennessee River and destroy the railroad bridge at Danville, Tennessee. 
Phelps is then at liberty to venture downstream as far as the water depth allows 
him. 

Februaty 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and General George B. McClellan continue 
at loggerheads over an exact timetable for resuming offensive operations in Vir¬ 
ginia. They also differ on strategy, the president leaning toward a direct, overland 
campaign and the general wishing to sidestep Confederate defenses by landing on 
the enemy coast. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant continues his Fort Henry offensive by dispatching 
Federal gunboats up the Tennessee River while army transports continue departing 
from Cairo, Illinois. 

Naval: The Federal government resolves to treat Confederate privateersmen as pris¬ 
oners of war rather than to prosecute them as pirates. This eliminates any chance 
that Union naval personnel might be hanged in retaliation. 

The CSS Nashville weighs anchor at Southampton, England, and sails off while 
the USS Tuscarora is detained in port for 24 hours, pursuant to international law. As 
a precaution, the British government assigns HMS Shannon to observe the Union 
gunboat closely until the deadline passes. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote diverts Federal gunboats USS Essex and St. Louis 
from Paducah, Kentucky, to assist troop landings 65 miles downstream at Pine Bluff. 
He then leads a riverine spearhead of four gunboats and several rams on an action 
that precipitates the Confederacy’s ultimate downfall. 

February 4 

Politics: Members of the Confederate Congress at Richmond, Virginia, debate 
virtues and vices of utilizing free African Americans for service in the Confederate 
army. Such a commonsense remedy to address endemic manpower shortages is 
never seriously entertained, however. 

West: General Lloyd Tilghman, commanding at Fort Henry, Tennessee, learns of 
the large Union expedition that is bearing down on him and telegraphs General 
Leonidas Polk for immediate reinforcements. 
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Naval: The gunboat squadron of Commodore Andrew H. Foote, consisting of 
the USS Essex, Carondelet, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Conestoga, Tyler, and Lexington, 
assume bombardment positions on the Tennessee River and begin to sound out 
the defenses of Confederate-held Fort FFenry. One Southerner is killed and three 
wounded during this preliminary exchange. Several moored mines, or torpedoes, 
have also been worked free by the fast currents and are examined closely by naval 
personnel. 

February 5 

Diplomacy: The British government lifts all restrictions against transporting guns, 
ammunition, and other military stores to Confederate ports. 

North: The poem “Battle FFymn of the Republic” by Julia Ward FFowe appears 
in an issue of Atlantic Monthly. It is musically arranged to the popular tune “John 
Brown’s Body.” 

West: General Charles F. Smith lands Union troops and seizes the unfinished works 
of Fort FFeiman on the Tennessee River, directly opposite Fort FFenry, Tennessee. 
General Lloyd Tilghman considers his position hopeless and prepares to evacuate 
the bulk of his garrison to Fort Donelson. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State apprehends the British blockade-runner Mars off 
Fernandina, Florida. 

February 6 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant commences his strategic flanking movement with a 
concerted drive against Confederate-held Fort FFenry on the Tennessee River. This is 
a wretchedly situated, low-lying earthwork near the riverbank, susceptible to flood¬ 
ing when the Tennessee runs high. Grant disembarks 17,000 troops under Generals 
John A. McClernand and Charles F. Smith two miles below the fort, but they bog 
down in swampy terrain and advance slowly Meanwhile, Confederate general Lloyd 
Tilghman hurriedly evacuates his 3,400-man garrison to Fort Donelson, 10 miles 
distant on the Cumberland River before all escape is cut off Little combat ensues, 
but a Union cavalry detachment pursues the fleeing Confederates, seizing six can¬ 
non and 38 stragglers. 

Naval: The USS Sciota captures the Confederate sloop Margaret off Isle au Breton, 
Louisiana. 

The powerful ironclad CSS Louisiana is launched at Jefferson City, Louisiana. 
Commodore Andrew H. Foote leads a flotilla of four ironclads and three wooden 
gunboats against Confederate Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, and they open fire 
at a range of 1,700 yards. General Lloyd Tilghman remains behind with 100 artil¬ 
lerists and 17 cannon to mount an “honorable” defense while his garrison escapes 
overland. Foote, closing to 600 yards, maintains a tremendous cannonade that dis¬ 
ables Tilghman’s artillery pieces in a two-hour action. Southerner gunners nonethe¬ 
less fight well against great odds, striking their antagonists 59 times and scoring a 
direct hit on the USS Essex, which bursts its boilers and scalds several sailors. Several 
naval officers then row through the sallyport and onto the flooded parade ground to 
accept Tilgham’s surrender at 2:00 p.m. Thus the first Union riverine offensive suc¬ 
ceeds almost effortlessly Union losses are 11 killed, 31 injured, and five missing to 
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Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote’s gunboats attacking Fort Henry, February 6, 1862 (Library of Congress) 


five Confederates dead, six wounded, five missing, and 70 captured. To underscore 
his strategic mobility, Foote hurriedly deploys several gunboats downstream, which 
destroy railroad bridges over the Tennessee River as far south as Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama. More important, a major invasion route into the center of the South has 
been pried open. Grant now begins to formulate an attack on Fort Donelson, 10 
miles away along the Cumberland River. 

Naval: The fall of Fort Donelson signals Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps to begin his 
sojourn down the Tennessee River with the gunboats USS Conestoga, Lexington, and 
Tyler. It is a clear demonstration of the Union’s ability to project military strength 
down the western waterways. 

Februaty 7 

West: Federal troops reoccupy Romney, western Virginia, as Confederates under 
General William W. Loring are withdrawn back to Winchester. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, having secured Fort Henry, maps out his strategy for 
attacking Fort Donelson, Tennessee, on the Gumberland River. Unlike Fort Henry, 
this is a spacious, well-sited position encompassing 100 acres within its outworks, 
being both amply garrisoned and well armed with heavy cannon. On a lesser note. 
General John A. McGlernand informs Commodore Andrew H. Foote of his decision 
to rename Fort Henry Fort Foote in his honor. 
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At Bowling Green, Kentucky, Confederate general Albert S. Johnston confers 
with William J. Hardee and Pierre G. T. Beauregard as to his rapidly deteriorating 
position. Reacting to Fort Henry’s fall, he orders troops under General Gideon Pil¬ 
low at Clarksville, Tennessee, and those of General John B. Floyd at Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, to march rapidly to the defense of Fort Donelson. Their mission is to stave 
off Union forces long enough to allow the main portion of the army to withdraw 
safely to Nashville. Entrusting the inexperienced Floyd and Pillow to undertake such 
a vital mission bears serious consequences for the Confederacy. 

Naval: A large naval expedition under Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough leaves 
its anchorage at Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, steams into Croatan Sound, and 
attacks Roanoke Island. The flotilla encounters little resistance and brushes aside 
Captain William F. Lynch’s seven-gunboat flotilla with accurate naval gunfire. The 
defenders gradually flee upstream, burning the CSS Curlew to prevent its capture. 
Then 10,000 troops under General Ambrose E. Burnside splash ashore at Ashby 
Point and encamp for the evening. General Henry M. Wise, the regional com¬ 
mander, is absent due to illness, so Confederate leadership devolves upon Colonel 
Henry M. Shaw. Shaw possesses only 2,500 men and a few ill-served cannon. Inex¬ 
plicably, strategic Roanoke remains undermanned and poorly situated to receive an 
attack long anticipated. 

The USS Bohio captures the Confederate schooner Eugenie in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Federal gunboat USS Conestoga under Lieutenant S. L. Phelps surprises 
Confederate shipping on the Tennessee River, forcing the Confederates to burn 
the steamers Samuel Orr, Appleton Belle, and Lynn Boyd. While stopping at Perry’s 
Landing the crewmen are surprised but pleased to be lauded and assisted by local 
pro-Unionists. 

February 8 

Politics: The administration of President Jefferson Davis in Richmond, Virginia, 
reels from the news of the loss of Fort Henry and Roanoke Island, and a sense of 
mounting gloom pervades the Confederacy. 

South: The three brigades of Generals Jesse Reno, John G. Parke, and John G. Fos¬ 
ter, totaling 10,000 men, advance on Confederate defensive works on the northern 
end of Roanoke Island, North Carolina. This consists of three small forts and three 
cannon, manned by 2,500 troops under Colonel Henry M. Shaw. As one Union 
brigade engages the Southerners frontally. General Ambrose E. Burnside directs 
the other two into adjoining swamps on a three-hour flanking march. The 9th 
New York Zouaves then charges the main Confederate work as the rest of the force 
simultaneously turns both flanks. Southern defenses crumble under the onslaught 
and surrender. Union casualties total 37 killed, 214 wounded, and 13 missing to a 
Confederate tally of 23 killed, and 2,500 captured. This constitutes the first major 
Union land victory, and it greatly boosts Northern morale. Moreover, possession of 
Roanoke Island grants Burnside a platform on Albemarle Sound from which he can 
suppress blockade-runners and launch expeditions toward the interior. Its fall also 
compromises communications with Norfolk, Virginia, and proves a major factor in 
its abandonment. 
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In light of the Roanoke disaster, the Confederate Congress tasks an investigative 
committee to explore General Henry A. Wise’s behavior and allegations of incom¬ 
petence against General Benjamin Huger, overall theater commander, and Secretary 
of War Judah R Benjamin. 

WEST: The recent fall of Fort Henry, Tennessee, prompts General Albert S. Johnston 
to order Confederate forces under General William J. Hardee to abandon the south 
bank of the Cumberland River for Nashville. 

Naval: Federal gunboats depart Roanoke Island, North Carolina, and begin to sail 
up the Pasquotank River toward Elizabeth City. 

The Federal gunboat USS Conestoga attacks and captures the Confederate 
steamers Sallie Wood and CSS Muscle on the Mississippi River near Chickasaw, Ala¬ 
bama. Three other vessels are likewise destroyed to prevent capture, bringing recent 
naval losses for the Confederacy to nine. Dropping anchor at Florence, Alabama, 
Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps respects the wishes of local citizens not to destroy their 
railroad bridge, and instead his bluejackets simply tap into the local telegraph office 
and eavesdrop on Confederate communications. 

February 9 

West: General Gideon J. Pillow supplants Generals Bushrod J. Johnson and Simon 
B. Buckner as commander of Confederate-held Fort Donelson, Tennessee. 

Naval: The Federal gunboats USS Tyler, Conestoga, and Lexington seize the Confed¬ 
erate steamer Eastport on the Tennessee River and also attack a deserted Confeder¬ 
ate army camp, which they burn. 

February 10 

West: Union general Samuel R. Curtis, commanding the 12,000-man Army of the 
Southwest, departs Rolla, Missouri, and marches against the 8,000 Missouri Home 
Guard under General Sterling Price. He intends to drive them deep into Arkansas 
to preclude any possible interference with the main Union thrust then unfolding 
down the Mississippi River. 

Naval: A Federal naval flotilla headed by Gommander Stephen G. Rowan of the 
USS Delaware sails up the Pasquotank River and attacks Confederate gunboats and 
batteries off Elizabeth City, North Carolina. The Southerners are drubbed in a very 
sharp action and hurriedly scuttle the CSS Seabird, Black Warrior, Fanny, and For¬ 
rest. Artillery positions at Cobb’s Point also are destroyed by Union naval gunfire. 

Captain Pranklin Buchanan complains that he still lacks the necessary trained 
crew members to man his nearly completed steam ram CSS Virginia at Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote feverishly repairs his gunboats at Cairo, Illinois, 
after requests by General Henry W. Halleck for their immediate deployment on the 
Cumberland River against Fort Donelson. 

The three-gunboat expedition of Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps concludes its foray 
down the Tennessee River by arriving back at Fort Donelson, Tennessee. They arrive 
with three captured Confederate steamers of which one, the Eastport, is armed and 
impressed into Union service. Phelps’s raid constitutes one of the most successful 
endeavors of riverine warfare in the western theater. 
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February 11 

Politics: The U.S. Military Rail Roads are established by Secretary of War Edwin 
M. Stanton. These are adopted to insure the safe and efficient coordination of mili¬ 
tary transport along thousands of miles of rail line nationwide. Consequently, rail- 
borne Union logistics achieve a degree of effectiveness unmatched by its Southern 
counterpart. 

West: Union forces under Generals John A. McClernand and Charles F. Smith 
begin to march 15,000 men from Fort Henry to Fort Donelson on the Cumber¬ 
land River, Tennessee, although impeded by heavy rains. The latter fort’s garrison, 
meanwhile, has been strengthened by the arrival of Confederates under General 
Gideon Pillow. 

February 12 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside pushes Federal forces inland and seizes 
Edenton, North Carolina, as he expands his occupation perimeter beyond Roanoke 
Island and vicinity. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant directs 15,000 Union troops 10 miles overland 
to invest Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, Tennessee, now defended by 
21,000 Confederates under General John B. Floyd, who is newly arrived. The 
Federal troops of Generals John A. McClernand and Charles F. Smith conduct 
the actual siege operations in concert with naval support from the gunboat USS 
Carondelet. 

February 13 

West: Southern forces under General William J. Hardee evacuate Bowling Green, 
Kentucky just ahead of advancing Union forces. 

Outside Fort Donelson, Tennessee, General John A. McClernand disobeys 
instructions not to precipitate a general action by deeply probing the Confederate 
defenses. He then attempts storming a battery at the enemy’s center, being heavily 
repulsed. 

The Union Army of the Southwest under General Samuel F. Curtis advances 
and occupies Springfield, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Pembina, while sounding the Savannah River, Georgia, observes 
numerous Confederate torpedoes at low tide. The majority subsequently are sunk 
or exploded by rifle fire. 

February 14 

Politics: President Abraham Fincoln invokes a general amnesty and pardons all 
political prisoners who consent to a loyalty oath. 

West: Bowling Green, Kentucky is occupied by Union troops under General 
Ormsby M. Mitchel. 

Generals John B. Floyd and Gideon Pillow, despite rebuffing a Union gunboat 
squadron, conclude that their position at Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River 
is hopeless. They begin to plan a sortie for the next day intending to break through 
Union lines and march to safety 

Naval: The experimental ironclad USS Galena is launched at Mystic, Connecticut. 
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Armed boats from the USS Restless capture and burn the Confederate sloop 
Edisto and the schooners Wandoo, Elizabeth, and Theodore Stoney near Bull’s Bay, 
North Carolina. 

At 3:00 P.M., Union commodore Andrew H. Foote’s gunboat squadron begins a 
concerted bombardment against Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, at one 
point closing to within 400 yards. However, heavy Confederate guns are situated on 
a 150-foot high bluff, and they subject Foote’s vessels to severe plunging fire. The 
one-sided exchange continues for 90 minutes, and three of four ironclads present are 
badly damaged and drift helplessly downstream. Foote himself is severely wounded 
by a splinter and orders his battered armada withdrawn. Losses to naval personnel 
are 11 killed and 43 wounded. The USS St. Louis receives no less than 59 hits and 
loses its steering, as does the Louisville. Little damage has been inflicted upon the 
Confederates, but the attack unnerves generals John B. Floyd and Gideon PiUow. 

February 15 

South: William W. Loring gains appointment as major general, C.S.A. 

WEST: Confederate defenders under Generals John B. Floyd and Gideon Pillow 
suddenly sortie from Fort Donelson, Tennessee, at 6:00 a.m. The attack succeeds 
completely and penetrates the division of General John A. McClernand. General 
Ulysses S. Grant, meanwhile, who is on the river flotilla conferring with Commo¬ 
dore Andrew H. Foote, hastily repairs back to the lines to direct a counterattack. 
He is assisted inadvertently by the Confederates, who, despite having opened an 
escape route, begin to bicker among themselves about what to do next. As they 
dither. Grant directs General Charles F. Smith’s troops to assail the Confederate 
right, which he suspects has been weakened, and they gain the outer ramparts of 
Fort Donelson. Additional forces under General Lew Wallace also charge and con¬ 
tain the Confederate thrust, driving them back inside their post. 

That night. Grant obtains additional reinforcements, which bring his total man¬ 
power up to 27,000. After heated consultations, the Gonfederate leaders prepare to 
surrender; however, neither Floyd nor Pillow wish to be taken prisoner, and that 
night they ferry themselves across the Cumberland along with 5,000 troops. Some 
cavalry under Colonel Nathan B. Forrest also determine to escape and wade into the 
flooded landscape at night to safety. 

General Albert S. Johnston arrives in Nashville, Tennessee, to coordinate rapidly 
crumbling Confederate defenses. As a precaution. Governor Isham Harris removes 
all state papers and flees south. 

General John M. Schofield assumes command of the District of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Southwest: A Confederate column of 3,000 men under General Henry H. Sibley, 
marching from Mesilla, advances on Union-held Fort Craig, New Mexico Terri¬ 
tory. This post is presently garrisoned by 1,000 regulars under Colonel Edward R. 
S. Canby. 

Naval: Commodore Josiah Tattnall leads Confederate gunboats on an attack against 
Union batteries stationed at Venus Point on the Savannah River, but they are gradu¬ 
ally beaten back. 
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February 16 

West: The Confederate bastion of Fort Donelson, Tennessee, surrenders to General 
Ulysses S. Grant. Previously, Confederate generals John B. Floyd and Gideon Pil¬ 
low abandoned their command and ignominiously fled, leaving Generals Simon B. 
Buckner and Bushrod R. Johnson to their fate. When Buckner, an old acquaintance 
of Grant’s, requests terms, the latter brusquely responds: “No terms except uncon¬ 
ditional and immediate surrender can be accepted. I propose to move immedi¬ 
ately upon your works.” Fie then takes 15,000 Confederates prisoner, along with 
20,000 stands of arms, 48 field pieces, 57 heavy cannon, and considerable supplies. 
The Southerners also sustain 1,500 combat-related casualties. Union losses are 500 
killed, 2,108 wounded, and 221 captive or missing (2,832). For winning the first 
significant western land action, the victorious Grant is lionized in the Northern 
press and hailed as “Unconditional Surrender Grant.” He also gains promotion to 
major general. 

The loss of Fort Donelson renders the Confederate defensive cordon across Ken¬ 
tucky and Tennessee untenable, prompting General Albert S. Johnston to withdraw 
his Army of Central Kentucky back toward Murfreesboro. An invasion route to the 
Deep South is now flung wide open. 

Southwest: The Confederate column of General Henry H. Sibley arrives outside 
Fort Craig, New Mexico Territory. Sibley, however, deems the post too strong to 
attack and decides to bypass it, possibly luring the garrison out to do battle on the 
nearby floodplains. 

Naval: Accurate shelling by the Union gunboat USS St. Louis destroys the Tennessee 
Ironworks near Dover on the Cumberland River. 

February 17 

Politics: The fifth session of the Confederate Provisional Congress adjourns at 
Richmond, Virginia. 

North: Ulysses S. Grant gains promotion to major general of volunteers, U.S. 
Army. 

West: Two Confederate regiments advancing to reinforce Fort Donelson fall captive 
to Union forces. 

Naval: The formidable Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia is commissioned—with 
Captain Franklin Buchanan, equally redoubtable, at the helm. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote proceeds with several gunboats and mortar boats 
down the Cumberland River toward Confederate-held Clarksville, Tennessee. 

February 18 

Politics: The first-ever elected Confederate Congress convenes at Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Naval: The USS Ethan Allen captures the Confederate schooner Spitfire and the 
sloops Atlanta and Caroline in Clearwater harbor, Florida. 

February 19 

Politics: The Confederate Congress in Richmond, Virginia, orders the release of 
2,000 Federal prisoners. 
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West: Union troops commanded by General Charles F. Smith seize and occupy 
Clarksville, Tennessee, and Fort Defiance. 

Southwest: General Henry H. Sibley orders his Confederate column of 2,600 men 
across the Rio Grande toward Valverde Ford, five miles north of Union-held Fort 
Craig, New Mexico Territory, to threaten its line of communications. As anticipated. 
Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, rather than remain in his works, sorties the 2,800 man 
garrison—mostly untrained New Mexico Volunteers—and marches to prevent the 
Southerners from crossing the river. 

Naval: The USS Monitor begins sea trials in New York harbor, where some propul¬ 
sion deficiencies are noted. 

The USS Delaware and Commodore Perry conduct an armed reconnaissance 
down the Chowan River, North Carolina. At length they encounter Confederate 
forces near the town of Win ton, and they withdraw. 

The USS Brooklyn and South Carolina capture the Confederate steamer Magno¬ 
lia in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote helps capture Fort Defiance and Clarksville, Ten¬ 
nessee, which Confederate forces hastily evacuate on his approach. The commodore 
then urges General William F. Smith to advance quickly on Nashville while the 
Cumberland River still runs high. 

February 20 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln’s 12-year-old son William Wallace (“Willie”) 
Lincoln dies at the White House from typhoid fever. 

In light of the twin disasters at Forts Henry and Donelson, the Confederate 
government authorizes an evacuation of troops from Columhus, Kentucky. 

Tennessee governor Isham Harris relocates the Confederate state capital to 
Memphis as Nashville is threatened by advancing Union forces. 

South: General John E. Wool, commanding Union forces at Lortress Monroe, Vir¬ 
ginia, receives disturbing intelligence that the ironclad CSS Virginia is deploying 
against them soon. 

West: General Albert S. Johnston reassembles his scattered Confederate forces at 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

Naval: The new federal ironclad USS Monitor is ordered south to Hampton Roads, 
Virginia, to reinforce the blockade effort there. 

Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough comments on the strength of Confederate 
river obstacles at New Bern, North Carolina, to Assistant Navy Secretary Gustavus 
Fox. 

Union troops, supported by the USS Delaware and Commodore Perry, disem¬ 
bark and capture the town of Winton, North Carolina, on the Chowan River. 

Commodore David G. Farragut arrives at Ship Island, Mississippi, and prepares 
to launch what Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles has deemed “the most impor¬ 
tant operation of the war”—the expedition against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Landing parties from the USS New London seize 12 sloops on Cat Island, Mis¬ 
sissippi, suspected of serving as pilot vessels for blockade-runners. 

The USS Portsmouth captures the Confederate sloop Pioneer off Boca Chica, Texas. 
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February 21 

Politics: Colonel Charles P. Stone is removed from command and arrested by the 
Committee on the Conduct of the War. He is blamed with betraying troops defeated 
at Ball’s Bluff the previous October and remains imprisoned for 189 days without 
trial. Stone is eventually pardoned and released, but his fate is held as an example to 
others who could be scrutinized by the committee. 

North: Nathaniel Gordon, a convicted slave trader, is hanged in New York City, 
which is the first such punishment rendered for this outlawed practice. 

South: Command of the Department of Florida passes to General Lewis G. Arnold. 
Southwest: Union troops under Colonel Edwin R. S. Canby engage General Henry 
H. Sibley’s marauding Confederates at Valverde, New Mexico Territory, roughly five 
miles north of strategic Fort Craig. Because Sibley is sidelined with illness, actual 
combat operations devolve on Colonel Thomas Green. The initial Union assault 
pushes the Texan vanguard back from the fords and into a ravine, pinning them 
there. The hard-pressed Green, seeing that the key to Canby’s position is a battery 
of six cannon under Captain Alexander McRae, temporarily abandons his left wing, 
masses the bulk of his forces on the right, and then charges the guns. These fall after 
a difficult struggle, and the captured ordnance is then turned on its previous owners. 
Canby consequently orders his troops to disengage and march back to Fort Craig. 
Federal losses are given as 68 killed, 160 wounded, and 35 missing, compared to 36 
slain Southerners, 150 wounded, and one missing. Sibley’s troops prevail in com¬ 
bat, but lacking heavy artillery and possessing but three days’ supplies, they elect to 
bypass Fort Craig altogether and continue marching toward Albuquerque. The fort 
and its garrison remain a menace to Confederate lines of communication. 

February 22 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis is inaugurated as the first elected chief executive 
of the Confederate States of America. His ensuing address places the blame for the 
present hostilities squarely on the North, and he states that he considers the North’s 
stance against states rights to violate principles of the American Revolution. Alex¬ 
ander H. Stevens continues as vice president. From this point on. Southerners view 
their constitution and administration as permanent, not provisional. 

South: The 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry under Colonel Max Friedman executes an 
expedition to Vienna and Flint Hill, Virginia. 

West: The Army of Ohio under General Don C. BueU marches south from Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, toward Nashville, Tennessee. 

Naval: Union naval vessels begin to penetrate the Savannah River to isolate Fort 
Pulaski, Georgia. 

Commodore David G. Farragut orders the coast survey to study all Mississippi 
River passes to establish the safest passage. 

February 23 

Politics: US. senator Andrew Johnson of Tennessee is nominated to serve as military 
governor of the pro-Union, eastern portion of his state by President Abraham Lincoln. 
South: General Benjamin F. Butler is tapped to serve as commander of the newly 
constituted Department of the Gulf. 
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West: General Albert S. Johnston takes charge of the Confederate Central Army in 
Tennessee, gathering its strength at Murfreesboro. 

Confederate forces under General Nathan B. Forrest evacuate NashviUe, Tennes¬ 
see, now threatened by advancing Union troops under General Don C. Buell. 

General John Pope gains appointment as commander of the Army of Missis¬ 
sippi at Commerce, Missouri. 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, is occupied by Federal troops under General Samuel R. 
Curtis. 

Naval: The USS Harriet Lane captures the Confederate schooner Joanna Ward off 
the Florida coast. 

Commodore Andrew FI. Foote, accompanied by General George W. Cullum, 
army chief of staff, takes his entire flotilla of four ironclads, three “woodenclads,” 
and three transport vessels down the Mississippi River to observe formidable Con¬ 
federate positions at Columbus, Kentucky. Concurrently, the USS Tyler is dispatched 
to scout the Tennessee River as far south as Eastport, Mississippi. 

February 24 

West: The much-ravaged town of Harper’s Ferry, strategically located at the con¬ 
fluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers, is reoccupied by Union troops of 
General Nathaniel P. Bank’s division. 

The Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell arrives on the north bank of 
the Cumberland River, opposite Nashville. 

Naval: Captain Franklin Buchanan, CSS Virginia, is ordered by Confederate sec¬ 
retary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory to sortie his James River squadron against 
Union naval forces off nearby Hampton Roads as soon as practicable. 

Februaty 25 

Politics: The Legal Tender Act is approved by President Abraham Lincoln. This is the 
nation’s first government-sponsored paper money system. The new currency, known 
popularly as greenbacks, is intended only as a wartime expedient to allow the Treasury 
Department to pay bills. Ultimately, S400 million are in circulation by war’s end. 

The War Department is authorized to commandeer all telegraph lines and ser¬ 
vices to facilitate military communications. 

West: Union general William Nelson, assisted by the gunboat USS Cairo, blood- 
lessly occupies Nashville, Tennessee. This is the first Southern state capital and sig¬ 
nificant industrial center captured by the North. It thereupon serves as a base of 
operations for the Army of the Ohio. Nashville’s fate also signals that Kentucky and 
western Tennessee are irretrievably lost to the South. Meanwhile, Confederate forces 
continue their precipitous withdrawal from the line of the Cumberland River. 

General Edmund Kirby-Smith is ordered to take command of Southern forces 
in East Tennessee. 

Naval: The new Union ironclad USS Monitor is commissioned at Long Island, New 
York, with Lieutenant John L. Worden commanding. It features a revolutionary 
design that incorporates a single, rotating turret housing two 11-inch Dalhgren 
smoothbore cannon. Largely submerged underwater, the ship incorporates a forced- 
draft ventilation system for its crew. 



1862 


Chronology 115 


The USS R. B. Forbes grounds in a gale off Nag’s Head, North Carolina, and is 
burned to prevent capture. 

The USS Mohican and Bienville capture the British blockade-runner Arrow near 
Fernandina, Florida. 

The USS Kingfisher seizes the Confederate blockade-runner Lion after a three- 
day chase in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The USS Cairo, escorting seven steam transports, assists in the capture of Nash¬ 
ville, Tennessee. 

February 26 

South: Ambrose P. HiU is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The CSS Nashville captures and burns the Union schooner Robert Gilfillan 
at sea. 

The USS Bienville captures the Confederate schooner Alert off St. Johns, 
Florida. 

February 27 

Politics: Like his northern counterpart. President Jefferson Davis finds it neces¬ 
sary to suspend writs of habeas corpus as a wartime expedient. He then declares 
martial law in Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia, then threatened by Union 
forces. 

Naval: The much-anticipated departure of USS Monitor is delayed by ammunition 
shortages and intractable steering failures. 

Lack of gunpowder delays the sailing of the Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia 
at Norfolk, Virginia. 

February 28 

Politics: An anxious president Jefferson Davis advises General Joseph E. Johnston, 
commanding Confederate forces in Virginia, to formulate contingency plans for 
evacuating men and materiel to safety if necessary. 

South: Union forces are unable to initiate action at Harper’s Ferry, western Vir¬ 
ginia, because boats provided them for a pontoon bridge prove too large for the 
canal locks. 

General Samuel Jones becomes commander of the Department of Alabama and 
West Florida following General Braxton Bragg’s departure. 

West: Federal troops occupy Gharleston in western Virginia. 

General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi advances from Commerce, Mis¬ 
souri, down the western shore of the Mississippi River toward the Confederate 
enclave of New Madrid. This strongly fortified post houses 7,500 men under Gen¬ 
eral John P. McCown, with 19 heavy guns and a flotilla of gunboats under Captain 
George N. Hollins. 

Southwest: Advancing Gonfederate forces capture the town of Tucson in the west¬ 
ern New Mexico Territory The region then elects a delegation to attend Congress 
in Richmond. 

Naval: CSS Nashville skirts Union blockaders and runs safely into Beaufort, North 
Carolina. 
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March 1 

North: David Hunter and Irvin McDowell are promoted to major general, U.S. 
Army. 

South: Martial law is declared in Richmond, Virginia, by Confederate authorities 
under General John H. Winder. 

West: General Henry W. Halleck, commanding the Department of the West, 
orders General Ulysses S. Grant to cross the Tennessee River and move against 
Eastport, Mississippi. 

Confederate general Pierre G. T. Beauregard begins to distribute troops on a line 
stretching from Columbus, Kentucky, past Island No. 10 on the Mississippi River 
and Fort Pillow, Tennessee, as far south as Corinth, Mississippi. General Albert S. 
Johnston also starts to move his command from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, toward 
an eventual union with Beauregard at Corinth, Mississippi. 

Southwest: Federal forces abandon Albuquerque, New Mexico, to advancing Con¬ 
federates under General Henry H. Sibley. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon captures the British blockade-runner British Queen 
off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

Federal gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington engage a Confederate battery guard¬ 
ing Pittsburgh Landing, Tennessee. However, when sailors and army sharpshooters 
land to scout the position, several casualties are incurred. Henceforth, Commodore 
Andrew H. Foote forbids naval personnel from disembarking to fight ashore. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote requests the Navy Department for $20,000 to 
repair and arm the captured Confederate steamer Eastport, which he describes as a 
fine vessel more than 100 feet long. 

March 2 

West: Confederate forces under General Leonidas Polk finally abandon their strong 
point at Columbus, Kentucky, and retreat south. Its garrison and armament of 140 
cannon are subsequently relocated across the Mississippi River to New Madrid, 
Missouri, and Island No. 10 under General John P. McCown. The Confederate Ken¬ 
tucky line, previously stretching as far east as Cumberland Gap, has now completely 
vanished. 

General Earl Van Dorn arrives at the Boston Mountains, Arkansas, to take com¬ 
mand of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi District. There, he unites his forces with 
those of General Sterling Price and Ben McCulloch into the new Army of the West 
and countermands their withdrawal from Missouri. Disregarding poor logistical 
arrangements and freezing weather. Van Dorn orders his men north to confront 
pursuing Union forces. 

March 3 

South: John Bell Hood is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

General Robert E. Lee is recalled from Charleston, South Carolina to Richmond, 
Virginia, to act as a military adviser for President Jefferson Davis. 

WEST: Martinsburg, western Virginia, is occupied by Federal troops. 

General Henry W. Halleck accuses General Ulysses S. Grant of sloppy adminis¬ 
tration, and he orders him detained at Fort Henry, Tennessee, until further notice. 
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General John Pope directs 18,000 men of the Union Army of the Mississippi 
into siege operations against New Madrid, Missouri, on the Mississippi River. 
Southwest: Advancing Confederates under General Henry H. Sibley capture 
Cubero, New Mexico Territory. 

Naval: A naval expedition under Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont attacks and cap¬ 
tures Cumberland Island and Sound, Georgia, along with Fernandina and Amelia 
Island, Florida. Fort Clinch, seized by a crew from the USS Ottawa, is the first Fed¬ 
eral fortification retaken in the war. The North thus gains another valuable lodg¬ 
ment on the southern Atlantic seaboard while the entire coast of Georgia falls under 
Union control. 

March 4 

Politics: The U.S. Senate confirms Tennessee senator Andrew Johnson as military 
governor of Tennessee with a rank of brigadier general. 

South: Patrick R. Cleburne is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

General John C. Pemberton succeeds Robert E. Lee as commander of the 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and East Florida. 

West: General Charles F. Smith is appointed to lead Union advances down the Ten¬ 
nessee River in light of General Ulysses S. Grant’s disciplinary difficulties. 

General Earl Van Dorn marches 16,000 men from the Boston Mountains 
toward Missouri. He remains intent on engaging the Union Army of the Southwest 
under General Samuel R. Curtis somewhere in the extreme northeastern corner 
of Arkansas. 

Southwest: Santa Ee, New Mexico Territory, is occupied by Confederates under 
General Henry H. Sibley 

Naval: The USS Santiago de Cuba seizes the Confederate sloop O. K. off Cedar 
Keys, Florida. 

Federal gunboats USS Cincinnati and Louisville reconnoiter recently abandoned 
Confederate works at Columbus, Kentucky, previously hailed as “the Gibraltar of 
the West.” Union troops arrive shortly after by river transport. 

March 5 

West: As Federal troops under General Nathaniel P. Banks advance from Harper’s 
Ferry, western Virginia, and into the Shenandoah Valley, skirmishing erupts at Bun¬ 
ker Hill and Pohick Church. 

Union forces under General Charles F. Smith position themselves at Savannah, 
Tennessee, several miles northeast of Corinth, Mississippi. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard arrives at Jackson, Tennessee, taking charge 
of the newly established Confederate Army of the Mississippi. General Albert S. 
Johnston likewise continues massing troops at Corinth, Mississippi, determined to 
contest any probable Union thrusts down the Tennessee River. 

March 6 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln urges Congress to offer monetary compensa¬ 
tion to any state that willingly abolishes slavery The measure is rejected soundly by 
state legislatures. 
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The Confederate Congress authorizes military authorities to destroy any cot¬ 
ton, tobacco, or other stores deemed of use to the enemy if they cannot be safely 
relocated. 

South: Sterling Price is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

After interminable delays. General George B. McGlellan orders the Army of the 
Potomac southward against Manassas, Virginia. Concurrently, Confederate forces 
under General Joseph E. Johnston make preparations to fall back on Fredericksburg. 

Union forces reoccupy Leesburg, Virginia. 

West: A force of 10,500 Union troops under General Samuel R. Curtis entrenches 
itself along Sugar Creek near Pea Ridge and Elkhorn Tavern, Arkansas, in antic¬ 
ipation of a major Confederate assault. After General Earl Van Dorn tests the 
Union position and finds it too strong to be attacked frontally, he prepares for a 
prolonged night march around Curtis to cut him off from Missouri—then attack 
from behind. The Confederate Army of the West has also been recently rein¬ 
forced by three Cherokee regiments under General Albert Pike and Colonel Stand 
Watie. 

Naval: USS Water Witch, captures the Confederate schooner William Mallory near 
St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida. 

The USS Monitor under Lieutenant John L. Worden departs New York while 
under tow by tug Seth Law and heads for Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

The USS Pursuit seizes the Confederate schooner Anna Belle off Apalachicola, 
Florida. 

March 7 

South: Pressured by the ponderous Army of the Potomac, General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston withdraws Confederate forces from Evansport, Dumfries, Manassas, and Occo- 
quan and heads south toward Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

A Union landing party commanded by General Thomas W. Sherman captures 
Fort Glinch on Fernandina Island, Florida. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel Ashby Turner skirmish with Union forces 
near Winchester, western Virginia. 

Confederate forces under General Earl Van Dorn conduct a complicated night 
march around the Army of the Southwest near Pea Ridge, northwestern Arkan¬ 
sas. The main strike force under General Sterling Price positions itself behind and 
opposite the Union left wing, but fatigued Texans of General Ben McCulloch’s divi¬ 
sion deploying against Curtis’s right cannot close the gap. Thus two wings of the 
Confederate army remain widely separated and unable to act in concert. Van Dorn 
himself is ill and directs operations from an ambulance in the rear of his line. Gen¬ 
eral Samuel R. Curtis, quickly perceiving the danger posed to his command, simply 
orders his entire line to “about face.” The new threat is immediately countered and 
negates whatever advantage Van Dorn’s wearying march sought to achieve. The 
action commences across the line when Price’s Missourians launch two desperate 
charges that are beaten back. McCulloch’s column, however, stumbles badly when 
both he and his second in command. General James M. McIntosh, are killed. A third 
charge by Price manages to drive back Curtis’s right, but prompt Union counterat- 
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tacks regain lost ground. A similar effort is made against Pike’s Cherokee on the left 
with good results. A fourth attack at sunset pushes the Union line back 800 yards 
but still fails to break it. Fighting then subsides with nightfall. 

March 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln issues General War Order No. 2, which reor¬ 
ganizes the Army of the Potomac into four corps. It also stipulates that at least one 
corps be left behind for the defense of Washington, D.C. General Irvin McDowell’s 
command draws the assignment. 

Unionist William G. Brownlow is released from confinement and allowed to 
cross over to Union lines in eastern Tennessee. 

South: Union forces advance and occupy Leesburg, Virginia. 

WEST: Resurgent Confederate forces under General John B. Floyd reoccupy Chat¬ 
tanooga and Knoxville, Tennessee, forcing Unionists in the region to flee. 

Confederate cavalryman Colonel John H. Morgan raids the suburbs of Nash¬ 
ville, Tennessee. 

Fighting resumes at Pea Ridge, Arkansas, when Confederate artillery bom¬ 
bard the position of General Samuel R. Curtis, who constricts and consolidates 
his line. However, when Van Dorn’s guns are silenced for want of ammunition, 
Curtis deduces that Van Dorn’s entire force must likewise be low, and he orders 
General Franz Sigel to attack across the front. A surging blue tide sweeps across 
the battlefield of Confederates as Van Dorn, his army shattered, orders a complete 
withdrawal. Union losses amount to 20 killed, 980 wounded, and 201 missing, while 
the Southerners sustain roughly 2,000 casualties, including 300 captured. Pea Ridge 
is the first major Union victory in the Far West and thwarts Confederate hopes of 
invading Missouri for the next two years. 

Naval: The ironclad ram CSS Virginia under Captain Franklin Buchanan sorties 
from Norfolk, Virginia, and engages wooden ships of the Union blockading squad¬ 
ron off Newport News. Buchanan first maneuvers and slams into the sloop USS 
Cumberland, breaking off its metallic ram and sinking that hapless vessel. The Vir¬ 
ginia then receives heavy fire from the frigate Congress, whose cannon balls simply 
rebound off heavy iron plate. Buchanan next riddles his opponent at close range, 
driving it ashore and reducing Congress to a burning hulk. A third vessel, Minnesota, 
grounds itself in anticipation of being attacked. Buchanan, who is wounded by 
gunfire from the shoreline, relinquishes command to Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger 
Jones, who breaks off the action. Union casualties are two vessels sunk and roughly 
300 sailors killed and wounded. Moreover, the death kneU of wooden warships has 
sounded. 

The USS Monitor under Lieutenant John L. Worden, having survived a perilous 
transit from New York, arrives off Hampton Roads, Virginia, in the evening. 

The USS Bohio captures the Confederate schooner Henry Travers off Southwest 
Pass, Mississippi River. 

March 9 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General George B. McClellan fails to estab¬ 
lish contact with enemy forces and returns to Alexandria, Virginia. Meanwhile, the 
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Turret of the USS Monitor. Photo taken after the battle with the CSS Virginia. Note dents in the turret next to the 
gun ports. (Naval Historical Foundation) 


Confederate army under General Joseph E. Johnston retreats farther south and 
positions itself behind the Rappahannock River. 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith arrives at Knoxville to command Confederate 
forces in East Tennessee. 

Naval: At about 9:00 a.m., Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger Jones takes the undam¬ 
aged ironclad CSS Virginia out of Norfolk, intending to finish off the grounded 
USS Minnesota. As he approaches his quarry, he is startled to see the low-lying and 
strange-looking Monitor sail directly into his path. During the next four hours, 
the two iron giants duel to the death before thousands of spectators onshore. Both 
vessels, heavily armed and armored, fire repeatedly at close range yet fail to inflict 
serious damage. Jones next tries ramming the Monitor, but Lieutenant John L. Wor¬ 
den simply dodges his lumbering adversary while firing away. At length, a lucky 
Confederate shot strikes Worden’s pilothouse, wounding his eye with a splinter. His 
successor. Lieutenant S. Dana Greene, draws off to assess matters and reload, while 
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Virginia inadvertently grounds in shallow water. Once Jones frees himself, he makes 
a final lunge at the Minnesota and then, mindful of lowering tides, steams back to 
Norfolk. This dramatic but inconclusive confrontation heralds the dawn of iron 
warships in naval warfare. 

Landing parties from USS Anacostia and Yankee occupy and raze abandoned 
Confederate batteries at Cockpit Point and Evansport, Virginia. 

The USS Mohican and Pocahontas seize St. Simon’s and Jekyl islands at New 
Brunswick, Georgia. 

The USS Pinola captures the Confederate schooner Cora in the Gulf of Mexico 
and deposits it at Ship Island, Mississippi. 

March 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln pays a bedside visit to Lieutenant John L. 
Worden, seriously wounded in the fight between the USS Monitor and the CSS 
Virginia. 

South: John P. McCown is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The Union tug USS Whitehall is accidentally lost to fire off Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia. 

Commodore David G. Farragut methodically begins to work his deep-draft war¬ 
ships over the bar and into the Mississippi River below New Orleans, Louisiana. 

March 11 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, disillusioned by General George B. McClellan’s 
lack of aggressiveness, issues War Order No. 3. This removes the slow-to-act leader as 
general in chief, although he is retained as command of the Army of the Potomac. 
Henceforth, all generals are to report directly to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. 

President Jefferson Davis refuses to accept the reports of General John B. Floyd 
and Gideon Pillow on the fall of Fort Donelson, and he unceremoniously relieves 
both of command. 

North: The Department of Western Virginia is absorbed by the Mountain Depart¬ 
ment and is granted to General John C. Fremont. 

General Henry W. Halleck is appointed commander of all Union forces in the 
West through an amalgamation of the Departments of Kansas, the Missouri, and 
the Ohio into the new Department of the Mississippi. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson departs Winchester, western Virginia, at the head 
of 4,600 men, and he marches up the valley toward Mount Jackson. He is shadowed 
cautiously by 18,000 Federals under General Nathaniel P. Banks. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Wabash captures and occupies St. Augustine, 
Florida. 

Confederate authorities at Pensacola, Florida, fearing a Union naval thrust 
against them, burn two gunboats to prevent their capture. 

March 12 

South: Federal troops under General Ambrose E. Burnside board army transports 
at Roanoke Island, North Carolina, for an expedition against New Bern on the 
Neuse River. 
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West: Union forces advance and reoccupy Winchester in western Virginia as Con¬ 
federates under General Thomas J. Jackson withdraw farther up the Shenandoah 
Valley. 

General John Pope receives and deploys heavy siege artillery to facilitate his siege 
of New Madrid, Missouri, on the Mississippi River. 

Naval: The USS Gem of the Sea captures the British blockade-runner Pair Play off 
Georgetown, South Carolina. 

A landing party from the USS Ottawa seizes and occupies Jacksonville, Florida. 
Federal gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington cruise down the Tennessee River and 
trade shots with a Confederate battery at Chickasaw, Alabama. 

March 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves of plans for operations along the 
Virginia coast by forces under General George B. McClellan. He urges the general “at 
all events, move such remainder of the army at once in pursuit of the enemy.” 

New army regulations forbid army officers from returning fugitive African- 
American slaves back to their owners. Failure to comply is punishable by court- 
martial. 

South: General George B. McClellan convenes a war conference at Fairfax Court 
House, Virginia, and finalizes his strategy against Richmond. Rather than campaign 
overland from Urbana on the Rappahannock River, he elects to ship the entire 
Army of the Potomac up the York and James rivers to outflank strong Confeder¬ 
ate defenses. To that end, his force is reorganized into five corps under generals 
Irvin McDowell (I Corps), Edwin V. Sumner (11 Corps), Samuel P. Heintzelman (111 
Corps), Erasmus D. Keyes (IV Corps), and Nathaniel P. Banks (V Corps). 

General Ambrose E. Burnside lands three brigades of 12,000 Union soldiers at 
Slocum’s Creek on the Neuse River, North Carolina, supported by 13 gunboats. His 
objective is New Bern, that state’s second-largest city and an important railhead. 
After learning of his approach. Confederate general Lawrence O. Branch constricts 
his 4,000-man garrison within defensive works six miles south of New Bern and 
awaits their approach. 

West: A heavy bombardment from General John Pope’s siege guns at Point Pleas¬ 
ant, Missouri, induces Confederate forces under General John P. McCown to evacu¬ 
ate their base at New Madrid for Island No. 10, abandoning mounds of valuable 
supplies in the process. 

General William T. Sherman begins to probe from the Union lodgment at Pitts¬ 
burg Landing on the Tennessee River and into the surrounding Mississippi coun¬ 
tryside. 

Naval: A naval expedition lands 12,000 Federal troops under General Ambrose E. 
Burnside on the Neuse River, North Carolina. 

Commander David D. Porter assembles his mortar-ship flotilla at Ship Island, 
Mississippi, to assist in the upcoming New Orleans campaign. 

Captain George N. Hollins reassembles his Confederate gunboat squadron at 
Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River following the fall of New Madrid, Missouri. 
His squadron then consists of CSS Livingston, Polk, and Pontchartrain. 
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March 14 

South: 12,000 Federal troops under General Ambrose E. Burnside land and 
advance through rain and mud toward New Bern, North Carolina, the former 
colonial capital. Confederate defenders under General Lawrence O. Branch resist 
doughtily for several hours until a militia unit in his center suddenly cracks. The 
gap is exploited by the brigades of generals Jesse Reno and John G. Foster, and 
Branch retreats toward Kinston. The 26th and 33rd North Carolina under Colonels 
Zebulon B. Vance and Robert F. Hoke, respectively, are trapped behind enemy lines, 
yet both energetically grope for a ford across the Trent River and escape certain 
capture. New Bern is subsequently occupied by Burnside’s victorious forces that 
afternoon. Union losses are 92 killed, 391 wounded, and one missing for a Con¬ 
federate total of 64 dead, 101 injured, and 413 captured. The loss in materiel to 
the Confederates is significant, and the Union gains another base for projecting its 
strength inland. Burnside gains promotion to major general for the effort, while 
Confederate general Richard C. Gatlin is sacked for failing to prepare New Bern’s 
defenses in advance. 

General George Stoneman conducts a Federal reconnaissance toward Cedar 
Run, Virginia. 

General James H. Trapier assumes command of the Confederate Department 
of Middle and East Florida. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans takes charge of the Union Mountain 
Department. 

Commanding General William W. Halleck orders the Army of the Ohio under 
General Don C. Buell to proceed south from Nashville toward Savannah, Georgia. 

Confederates under General Edmund Kirby-Smith skirmish with Union forces 
at Big Creek Gap and Jacksonboro, Tennessee. 

General John Pope overruns the Confederate enclave at New Madrid, Missouri, 
as defenders under General John P. McCown flee to Island No. 10 in the nearby 
Mississippi River. 

Naval: Naval landing parties at New Bern, North Carolina, under Commander Ste¬ 
phen C. Rowan capture two Confederate steamers, sizable cotton supplies, and a 
howitzer battery. 

The division of General Stephen Hurlbut joins General William T. Sherman’s 
force that is already deploying at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote departs Cairo, Illinois, with seven gunboats for 
an attack on Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. 

March 15 

South: The Department of the South under General David Hunter absorbs the 
Department of Florida. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant is exonerated of misconduct by General Henry W. 
Halleck and resumes command of Union forces in Tennessee. 

Naval: Commodore Andrew H. Foote’s flotilla of six gunboats and 121 mortar 
boats unleashes a preliminary bombardment of Confederate defenses on Island No. 
10 in the Mississippi River. 
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March 16 

West: General James Garfield and 600 Union volunteers attack and destroy a Confed¬ 
erate encampment under General Humphrey Marshall at Pound Gap, Tennessee. 

Colonel John H. Morgan leads Confederate raiders in and around Gallatin, 
Tennessee. 

Federal troops under General John Pope, in concert with Commodore Andrew 
H. Foote’s gunboat flotilla, initiate combined operations against Confederate posi¬ 
tions on Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. This post, well manned and heavily 
armed, presents a formidable obstacle to all river navigation. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Yankee and Anacostia duel with Confederate batteries 
at Aquia Creek, Virginia. 

The USS Owasco captures Confederate schooners Eugenia and President in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

March 17 

South: The Army of the Potomac—105,000 strong—begins to embark at Alexan¬ 
dria, Virginia, for an amphibious transit to Fortress Monroe on the York and James 
rivers. Through this maneuver. General George B. McClellan aspires to outflank 
Confederate defenses guarding Richmond. 

Naval: The CSS Nashville slips past blockading vessels USS Cambridge and Gemsbok 
off Beaufort, North Carolina. The Navy Department was quite embarrassed by its 
failure to stop the raider, and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox described the affair 
as “a Bull Run for the Navy.” 

Commodore Andrew H. Foote engages Confederate batteries on Island No. 10 
with his gunboat flotilla. Some damage is inflicted ashore, but both USS Benton and 
Cincinnati receive damage when a gun burst on St. Louis kills and wounds several 
sailors. 

March 18 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis appoints Confederate secretary of war Judah P. 
Benjamin his new secretary of state to replace Robert M. T. Hunter, who was elected 
to the Confederate Senate. 

North: Ambrose E. Burnside is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

WEST: The advance guard of Confederate forces under General Albert S. Johnston 
trudge into Corinth, Mississippi, from Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

Naval: The British blockade-runner Emily St. Pierre falls captive to the Union block¬ 
ading squadron off Charleston, South Carolina. However, once at sea, the prize crew 
is overpowered, and the vessel sails on to Liverpool, England. 

March 19 

South: General Joseph R. Anderson assumes command of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of North Carolina. 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson successfully skirmish with 
the Union troops of General James Shield at Strasburg, western Virginia. 

Colonel Powell Clayton leads the 5th Kansas Cavalry on a mounted expedition 
to Carthage, Missouri. 
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Southwest: Union forces skirmish with Indians at Bishop’s Creek, Owen’s River 
valley, California. 

Naval: The gunboat squadron under Commodore Andrew H. Foote continues flail¬ 
ing away at Confederate defenses on Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River, meeting 
heavy resistance. 

March 20 

North: General Nathaniel R Banks and his V Corps are ordered out of the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley to the defense of Washington, D.C. 

South: Federal forces under General Oliver O. Howard conduct a reconnaissance 
of Manassas Junction, Virginia. 

General Ambrose E. Burnside leads a strong Union force overland against Wash¬ 
ington, North Carolina, from New Bern. 

General Benjamin F. Butler accedes to command of the Department of the Gulf 
at Ship Island, Mississippi, prior to operations against New Orleans, Louisiana. 
WEST: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson depart Strasburg, Virginia, 
and advance toward Mount Jackson. 

March 21 

North: SamueJ R. Curtis, William S. Rosecrans, and Lew Wallace gain appointment 
as major generals, U.S. Army. 

South: Union troops under General Ambrose E. Burnside advance and seize Wash¬ 
ington, North Carolina. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel Turner Ashby alert General Thomas J. 
Jackson that GeneraJ Nathaniel P. Banks is withdrawing two divisions from Win¬ 
chester in the Shenandoah Valley. Jackson, fearing that these reinforcements are 
destined to assist the Army of the Potomac’s drive on Richmond, determines to Jure 
them back. He immediately puts two brigades in motion toward Kernstown. 

Confederates under General Edmund Kirby-Smith skirmish with Union forces 
at Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. 

March 22 

North: Don C. Buell, John Pope, and Eranz SigeJ are appointed major generals, 
U.S. Army. 

The Middle Department, headquartered at Baltimore, is constituted under Gen¬ 
eral John A. Dix. 

South: GeneraJ MansfieJd Lovell, commanding the Confederate garrison at New 
Orleans, reports that he has six steamers for the defense of the city but that the 
inhabitants are dismayed once the bulk of Confederate naval assets deploy upriver. 
West: Preliminary skirmishing erupts at Kernstown, western Virginia, between 
Confederate cavalry under Colonel Turner Ashby and Union forces under General 
James ShieJd. Ashby then mistakenly reports to General Thomas J. Jackson that 
Union strength is about 4,000 men, the same as his own. In fact. Shield possesses 
twice as many men, with most of them hidden in nearby copses. 

The 2nd Kansas Cavalry under Colonel Robert B. Mitchell skirmishes with the 
Confederate guerrillas of William C. Quantrill outside Independence, Missouri. 
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Naval: The future CSS Florida, presently disguised as the British steamer Oreto, 
departs Liverpool for Nassau. There, the vessel is to be renamed and outfitted with 
four seven-inch guns. This was the first English vessel built expressly for the Confed¬ 
erate navy and clandestinely secured through the efforts of agent James D. Bulloch. 

A naval landing party from USS Penguin and Henry Andrew engages Confeder¬ 
ate forces while reconnoitering ashore at Mosquito Inlet, Florida, suffering three 
killed. 

March 23 

Politics: George W. Randolph is appointed Confederate secretary of war. 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside orders Union forces under General John G. 
Parke against Confederate-held Fort Macon (Beaufort), North Carolina. Defend¬ 
ers in the old stone fort, garrisoned by 400 men under Colonel Moses J. White, are 
summoned to surrender, but White refuses. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson concludes an impressive two-day march by cover¬ 
ing 41 miles in two days. He then initiates his diversionary Shenandoah Valley strat¬ 
egy by attacking 9,000 Union troops under General James Shields at Kernstown, 
Virginia, south of Winchester. His force of 4,500 in three brigades advances confi¬ 
dently and flanks the Union left, driving them back. However, Union commander 
General Nathan Kimball continuously feeds more men into the fray and fights the 
Southerners to a draw. A crisis erupts when the Stonewall brigade of General Rich¬ 
ard B. Garnett runs out of ammunition and departs without orders, creating a gap 
in Jackson’s line. As increasing numbers of Federal troops surge forward, Jackson’s 
entire line falls back in semiconfusion, losing 80 killed, 355 wounded, and 263 cap¬ 
tured (718) men, along with a number of cannon and wagons. Union losses totaled 
118 dead, 450 injured, and 22 captives (590). 

Kernstown, while a Confederate tactical defeat, harbors immense strategic 
implications for both contenders. Union authorities are convinced that Jackson 
would not have attacked down the Shenandoah until he had been massively rein¬ 
forced, and now Washington, D.C., is perceived as in danger. Accordingly, President 
Abraham Lincoln orders the I Corps of General Irvin McDowell to be detained 
indefinitely at the capital, thereby depriving the Army of the Potomac of its services 
during the upcoming Peninsula Campaign. The two divisions of General Nathan¬ 
iel P. Banks are likewise frozen at Harper’s Ferry and are rendered unavailable as 
reinforcements. The defeat at Kernstown also heralds the start of Jackson’s dazzJing 
Shenandoah Valley campaign, one of the Civil War’s legendary endeavors. 

Union soldiers commence digging a 12-mile-long, 50-foot wide canal on the 
Mississippi River to allow Union gunboats to bypass Confederate defensive works 
at Island No. 10. 

March 24 

South: General John B. Magruder, commanding Gonfederate forces in Virginia’s 
Yorktown Peninsula region, advises superiors in Richmond that Union soldiers are 
arriving at nearby Fortress Monroe. 

General Theophilus H. Holmes becomes commander of the Department of 
North Carolina. 
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West: The continuing unpopularity of emancipation is underscored when radi¬ 
cal abolitionist Wendell Phillips is pelted with eggs and stones in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

General Albert S. Johnston completes his concentration of Confederate forces 
at Corinth, Mississippi, while Union troops under General Ulysses S. Grant consoli¬ 
date their position at Pittsburg Landing, 20 miles distant. 

March 25 

West: General Henry W. Halleck, commanding at St. Louis, expresses alarm to 
Commodore Andrew H. Foote on the receipt of intelligence that the Confederates 
are constructing a huge ironclad (CSS Arkansas) downstream capable of destroying 
his smaller Union gunboats. 

Southwest: Major John M. Chivington of the 1st Colorado Volunteers is ordered 
to attack a Confederate force lodged near Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory. He arrives 
at the far end of La Glorietta Pass that evening, captures several sentinels, and pre¬ 
pares to storm the enemy camp at dawn. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory orders Commodore 
Josiah Tattnall to replace the wounded Captain Franklin Buchanan at Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

CSS Oregon and Pamlico engage the USS New London off Pass Christian, Missis¬ 
sippi, but subsequently withdraw when their rifled ordnance jams and no damage 
is inflicted. Meanwhile, an armada of transport vessels arrives off Ship Island, Mis¬ 
sissippi, bearing the army of General Benjamin F. Butler. 

The USS Cayuga captures the Confederate schooner Jessie L. Cox at sea. 
Landing parties from the Federal gunboat USS Cairo occupy recently aban¬ 
doned Fort Zollicoffer below Nashville, seizing guns and other equipment. 

March 26 

South: Daniel H. Hill is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

General John H. Winder is tapped to serve as commander of the Confederate 
Department of Henrico, which includes Petersburg, Virginia. 

Southwest: A skirmish between Union and Confederate cavalry near Denver City, 
Colorado Territory, results in 50 Southern prisoners. 

In an early morning raid. Colonel John M. Chivington, 1st Colorado Infantry, 
advances through Glorieta Pass, New Mexico Territory, and attacks Confederate 
forces under Major Charles L. Pryon that are encamped at Johnson’s Ranch. Fed¬ 
eral troops capture the 30-man advance guard and then storm the enemy camp. 
The surprised Confederates respond with artillery fire that stabilizes their line, but 
Chivington redeploys to catch the Texans in a crossfire, and the Texans retire in con¬ 
fusion. A last-minute charge by Union cavalry against the Confederate rear guard 
nets several prisoners; Chivington then orders his men back to Kozlowski’s Ranch to 
regroup. Union losses are 19 dead, 5 wounded, and 3 missing while the Southerners 
report 16 killed, 30 injured, and 79 missing. The shaken Pyron immediately sends 
for reinforcements. 

Naval: Armed boats dispatched by the USS Delaware capture Confederate schoo¬ 
ners Albemarle and Lion in Pantego Creek, North Carolina. 
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March 27 

South: Colonel Jonathan W. Geary and the 28th Pennsylvania conduct a reconnais¬ 
sance of the region between Middleburg and White Plains, Virginia. 

General Joseph E. Johnston is ordered to reinforce the Confederate Army of the 
Peninsula at Yorktown, Virginia, under General John B. Magruder. 

WEST: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton tells engineer Charles Ellet to commence 
construction of numerous steam rams at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Cincin¬ 
nati, Ohio, capable of thwarting the new Confederate ironclad being assembled at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Southwest: Colonel William R. Scurry’s 4th Texas arrives at Johnson’s Ranch, New 
Mexico Territory, to reinforce a detachment under Major Charles L. Pyron. The Con¬ 
federates then brace themselves for an anticipated Union attack, and when it fails to 
materialize, Pyron resumes the offensive by marching through Glorieta Pass. 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Restless captures the Confederate schooner 
Julia Warden and burns the sloop Mary Louisa and the schooner George Washington 
off the South Carolina coast. 

Commodore Samuel E Du Pont informs the Navy Department that Confeder¬ 
ate batteries have withdrawn from Skiddaway and Greene Island off the Georgia 
coast, granting his fleet control of Wassaw and Ossabaw sounds, along with the 
mouths of the Vernon and Wilmington rivers. The approaches to Savannah, Geor¬ 
gia, are now open. 

March 28 

South: General Oliver O. Howard’s Union troops occupy Shipping Point, Virginia, 
to sever the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 

WEST: Union general Washington Morgan and his 7th Division are ordered to 
secure the Cumberland Gap in Tennessee, a strategic mountain pass connecting 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and western Virginia. 

Southwest: A Union detachment at Johnson’s Ranch near Glorietta Ranch, New 
Mexico Territory, is reinforced by a detachment under Colonel John P. Slough. 
Slough decides to attack the Confederates at nearby Apache Canyon and orders 
Major John Chivington, 1st Colorado Volunteers, and 450 men to march circu¬ 
itously west around and to their right and rear. As this movement unfolds, a Con¬ 
federate column under Colonel William R. Scurry simultaneously advances through 
Glorieta Pass and attacks Slough at Pigeon’s Ranch. They drive the defenders hard 
but are gradually stopped by superior artillery and nightfall. 

Meanwhile, Chivington marches around Apache Canyon and happens upon 
the lightly guarded Confederate baggage train at Johnson’s Ranch. He immediately 
attacks, burning 90 supply wagons and killing 800 draft animals. Chivington then 
retraces his steps and rejoins Slough’s main force at Koslowski’s Ranch. The engage¬ 
ments at Glorieta Pass prove disastrous to Confederate fortunes in the Southwest. 
The loss of their entire commissary marked the end of General Henry H. Sibley’s 
offensive, and he has little recourse but to withdraw back to Texas. Scurry reports 
his losses as 36 dead, 60 injured, and 25 missing out of 1,100, while Slough sustains 
31 killed, 50 wounded, and 30 missing out of 1,345 engaged. 
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Naval: Armed boats under Lieutenant Thomas F. Stevens venture up St. John’s River, 
Florida, and capture and raise the racing yacht America, which had been scuttled by 
Confederate sympathizers. The vessel subsequently is taken into U.S. naval service. 

Commander Henry H. Bell takes the USS Kennebec on a close reconnaissance of 
Confederate river defenses below Forts Jackson and St. Philip, below New Orleans, 
Louisiana. This information allows Commodore David G. Farragut to formulate a 
precise plan of operations to bypass the forts. 

March 29 

South: Advanced elements of General John G. Parke’s brigade land on Bogue 
Banks, Beaufort, North Carolina, and begin to surround nearby Fort Morgan. 
West: Command of the Mountain Department switches from General William S. 
Rosecrans to General John C. Fremont. 

General Albert S. Johnston assembles his Army of the Mississippi at Corinth, 
Mississippi, by amalgamating the Armies of Kentucky and Mississippi into a single 
structure with General Pierre G. T. Beauregard as second in command together with 
commanders Leonidas Polk (I Corps), Braxton Bragg (II Corps), William J. Hardee 
(III Corps), and George B. Crittenden (Reserve). 

Naval: An armed boat from USS Restless captures the Confederate schooner Lydia 
and Mary in the Santee River, South Carolina. 

The USS R. R. Cuyler captures the Confederate schooner Grace E. Baker off the 
Cuban coast. 

March 30 

West: Federal troops occupy Union City, Tennessee. 

March 31 

North: The division of Union general Louis Blenker is ordered up from General 
George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac by President Abraham Lincoln for the 
defense of Washington, D.C. 

South: General David Hunter assumes command of the newly enlarged Depart¬ 
ment of the South (South Carolina, Georgia, Florida), with headquarters at Hilton 
Head, South Carolina. 

West: Federal forces under General Lew Wallace skirmish with Confederates along 
the Purdy Road, Adamsville, Tennessee. 

Federal troops occupy Union City, Tennessee. 

Confederate general William W. Mackall arrives to replace General John P. 
McCown as commander of New Madrid Bend and Island No. 10 in the Mississippi 
River. McCown is relieved over his premature abandonment of New Madrid, Mis¬ 
souri, on March 13. 

April 1 

South: Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, is transferred from Alexandria to For¬ 
tress Monroe, Virginia. 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson withdraw up the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley, screened by cavalry under Colonel Ashby Turner. 
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General Nathaniel P. Banks directs an advance of Federal troops from Strasburg, 
Virginia, to Woodstock and Edenburg. 

General Benjamin Cheatham leads a Confederate reconnaissance of Federal 
positions at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, and reports that General Ulysses S. Grant 
apparently has divided his force. 

Naval: CSS Gaines recaptures the former Confederate schooner Isabelle off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

A combined expedition escorted by Federal gunboat USS St. Louis captures Fort 
No. 1 on the Tennessee shore, above Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. The guns 
are spiked, and the expedition withdraws unmolested. 

April 2 

North: Confederate spy Rose Greenhow is expelled from Washington, D.C., by 
Federal authorities. 

South: General George B. McClellan and his staff arrive at Fortress Monroe, Vir¬ 
ginia, preparatory to advancing on Confederate defenses at nearby Yorktown. 
West: Skirmishing continues between opposing vedettes outside Pittsburg Land¬ 
ing, Tennessee, as General Pierre G. T. Beauregard conceives an overly complex 
order of battle. Fie places all three Confederate corps in three successive waves of 
attack, a tactic exacerbating mass confusion in the swirl of battle. The necessity of 
attacking gains additional currency once it is learned that the Army of the Ohio 
under General Don C. Buell departed Nashville and is only a few days away from 
joining General Ulysses S. Grant. General Albert S. Johnston determines to embark 
on a violent preemptive strike that, if successful, will prevent Federal forces from 
combining in overwhelming strength. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon, Fernandina, and Cambridge capture and burn the 
Confederate schooner Kate off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

April 3 

Politics: The U.S. Senate abolishes slavery in the District of Columbia on a 29 to 
14 vote. 

Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, encouraged by the course of events thus far, 
mistakenly orders all U.S. recruiting offices closed. 

North: President Abraham Lincoln is angered that General George B. McClellan 
disobeys orders and assigns less than 20,000 men to the defense of Washington, 
D.C. He therefore insists that one full army corps be retained at the capital. Lincoln 
also orders offensive operations against Richmond, Virginia, to commence as soon 
as possible. 

South: General George B. McClellan makes final preparations to direct his massive 
Army of the Potomac into combat. A talented disciplinarian and organizer, he com¬ 
mands a well-appointed force of 112,000 men. 

West: Massed Confederate forces under General Albert S. Johnston decamp 
from Corinth, Mississippi, and grope toward Union positions at Pittsburg Land¬ 
ing, Tennessee. Their advance is dogged by driving rain and poor marching dis¬ 
cipline, which many senior commanders fear will alert the defenders to their 
approach. 
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Naval: The USS Susquehanna captures the British blockade-runner Coquette off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont orders the USS Mohican to reconnoiter up 
the Wilmington River and establish the best avenues of approach to Fort Pulaski, 
Georgia. 

Armed boats dispatched from the USS Isaac Smith seize the British blockade- 
runner British Empire in Matanzas Inlet, Florida. 

Armed boats from the USS Mercedita and Sagamore capture Apalachicola, Flor¬ 
ida, seizing schooners New Island, Floyd, and Rose, along with the sloop Octavia. 

April 4 

North: The new Departments of the Rappahannock and Shenandoah are consti¬ 
tuted under Generals Irvin McDowell (1 Corps) and Nathaniel P. Banks (V Corps), 
respectively. 

South: With his army of 112,000 men assembled on the Yorktown Peninsula, Gen¬ 
eral George B. McClellan begins his long-awaited drive on Richmond, Virginia. His 
first objective is to capture Yorktown and establish a base between the James and 
York rivers. In contrast to the slap-dash Union forces of the previous year, the Army 
of the Potomac is well trained and led, weU equipped, and eager to prove its mettle 
in combat. 

WEST: Confederate forces under General Albert S. Johnston continue advancing 
on Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, impeded by heavy rains, yet Union forces remain 
blissfully ignorant of their approach. 

Naval: The USS Pursuit captures the Confederate sloop Lafayette in St. Joseph’s 
Bay, Florida. 

A Union squadron consisting of USS /. P. Jackson, New London, and Hatteras 
lands 1,200 sailors and marines at Pass Christian, Mississippi. Confederate ves¬ 
sels CSS Carondelet, Pamlico, and Oregon briefly oppose their passage and then 
withdraw. 

The USS /. P. Jackson captures the Confederate steamer P. C. Wallis off New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

Under the cover of darkness and rain, the USS Carondelet under Commander 
Henry Walke dashes past Confederate batteries on Island No. 10 in the Mississippi 
River. As a precaution, the vessel is outfitted with cordwood piled around its boil¬ 
ers, thickened deck planking, and an anchor chain placed as additional armor. The 
Southerners are now cut off from reinforcements downstream, and Union troops 
under General John Pope can safeJy cross the Mississippi River to the Tennessee 
shore. 

April 5 

Politics: GeneraJ Andrew Johnson, military governor of his home state of Ten¬ 
nessee, suspends several city officials in Nashville for refusing to take an oath of 
allegiance. 

South: The Army of the Potomac begins its Peninsula campaign with an advance 
on Yorktown, Virginia, then energetically defended by 15,000 Confederates under 
General John B. Magruder. Magruder cannot possibly match his adversary in 
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strength, so he conducts elaborate ruses such as erecting false “Quaker guns” along 
his line and continually marches troops to give an impression of greater numbers. 
General George B. McClellan is completely duped by the deception, and rather than 
aggressively probe Confederate defenses along the Yorktown-Warwick River line, he 
commences siege operations. His overly cautious demeanor keeps the Army of the 
Potomac fixed in place for a month. 

Union forces take and occupy Edisto Island, South Carolina. 

WEST: Massed Confederates under General Albert S. Johnston prepare to strike at 
Union positions along Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. Despite entreaties by General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard and others to relent, Johnston determines to hit the invad¬ 
ers hard on the morrow. “1 would fight them if they were a million,” he reputedly 
declares. Curiously, the army of General Ulysses S. Grant bivouacks quiescently in 
camp, unaware of the swift fate rapidly descending on it. 

Naval: Commodore David G. Farragut takes the USS Iroquois on a close reconnais¬ 
sance of Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River. Farragut personally 
views the fortifications from a mast despite heavy enemy fire. 

An armed boat launched from USS Montgomery captures and sinks the Confed¬ 
erate schooner Columbia near San Luis Pass, Texas. 

April 6 

South: Braxton Bragg is promoted to full general, C.S.A. 

As General George B. McClellan dithers before Yorktown, Virginia, General 
Joseph E. Johnston accelerates a transfer of troops there from the Rappahannock 
River. 

West: A Federal expedition advances from Greeneville, Tennessee, into the Laurel 
Valley, North Carolina. 

On this momentous day, the Battle of Shiloh erupts at dawn as 44,000 Con¬ 
federates under General Albert S. Johnston surprise 39,000 Federal troops under 
General Ulysses S. Grant in camp. Grant is then at his headquarters in Savannah, 
seven miles distant, and actual leadership devolves on General William T. Sherman. 
Despite continuing signs of an enemy presence to his front, Sherman takes no pre¬ 
cautions. Consequently, the massed Southerners spill out of the adjoining woods 
at 5:30 a.m., and Union forces suffer complete tactical surprise. The three divisions 
of Generals Sherman, John A. McClernand, and Benjamin Prentiss attempt to form 
defensive lines but are repeatedly swept back by a surging gray tide. But Prentiss is 
luckier; he rallies 3,000 troops along a sunken road surrounded by densely wooded 
thickets situated directly in the enemy’s path. Johnston’s men sweep across various 
parts of the field and ultimately lap around both of Grant’s flanks, but his drive in 
the center falters in the face of stout resistance from Prentiss’s small band. They 
fight so fiercely that the Southerners dub this portion of the battlefield the “Hor¬ 
nets’ Nest.” General Braxton Bragg, wishing to maintain pressure on Prentiss to 
keep his forces pinned in position, forsakes maneuvering and launches no less than 
12 frontal assaults—all of which are blasted back with heavy losses. General John¬ 
ston himself is hit while directing combat from his saddle, and he bleeds to death 
at about 2:30 p.m. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard then assumes tactical control 
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The 9th Illinois Infantry at the battle in Shiloh, Tennessee, where their 90-minute stand helped prepare the way 
for a great Union counterattack the next day (National Guard Heritage) 


of the battle and orders up 62 cannon to bombard the Federals into submission. A 
tremendous pounding ensues, and Prentiss finally surrenders 2,000 battered sur¬ 
vivors at 5:30 p.m. Beauregard is finally free to lead victorious Confederates against 
the final Union line. 

Meanwhile, Grant returns to camp shortly after the fighting commences and 
begins to reorganize a coherent defense. The gallant stand of the Hornets’ Nest 
grants him precious little time to sort out his shaken units, bring up new troops, 
and reestablish a defensive perimeter. He also orders the division of General Lew 
Wallace, stationed at Crump’s Landing seven miles away, to march immediately 
toward Pittsburg Landing. As it turns out, that general botches his line of march and 
fails to arrive in a timely manner. Meanwhile, as the exhausted Confederates, low 
on ammunition and disorganized by intense combat push forward, they begin to 
lose impetus. Grant then strings his survivors out along a ridge crest fronting Pitts¬ 
burg Landing, deploys his reserve artillery, and receives timely assistance from two 
navy gunboats on the Tennessee River. Beauregard briefly tests Grant’s new line and 
judges it too compact and well defended to hit frontally with his exhausted soldiers. 
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He suspends the attack and determines to renew it in the morning. Unknown to the 
Confederates, Union positions are strengthened materially by the tardy arrival of 
Wallace’s division that evening, along with elements of General Don C. Buell’s Army 
of the Ohio. Grant, manifestly strengthened by this infusion of fresh troops and now 
enjoying numerical superiority, determines to strike first the following day. 

Naval: The USS Pursuit captures the Confederate steamer Florida at North Bay, 
Florida. 

The USS Carondelet drops farther down the Mississippi River on a reconnais¬ 
sance foray from New Madrid, Missouri, to Tiptonville, where armed parties dis¬ 
embark and spike a Confederate shore battery. 

Throughout the engagement at Shiloh, heavy and accurate fire from Federal 
gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington assists last-ditch Union defenses. 

April 7 

Politics: The U.S. government concludes a new agreement with Great Britain for 
more aggressive suppression of the slave trade. 

South: Colonel Thomas J. Lucas leads the 16th Indiana on a reconnaissance over 
the Rappahannock River into Virginia. 

Unions forces embark for an amphibious descent on Elizabeth City, North 
Carolina. 

West: General John Pope lands four regiments across the Mississippi River to Tip¬ 
tonville, Tennessee, severing the supply lines of Confederate-held Island No. 10. The 
garrison is now completely isolated. 

General Ormsby M. Mitchel recruits noted Union spy James J. Andrews for 
a clandestine raid behind Confederate lines to sabotage railroad links between 
Atlanta, Georgia, and Chattanooga, Tennessee. Andrews then solicits 22 volunteers 
from General Joshua W. Sill’s Ohio brigade and gradually slips them in by small 
teams to Marietta, Georgia. 

The struggle at Shiloh resumes at 7:30 a.m. as Union forces under Gen¬ 
eral Ulysses S. Grant, newly reinforced, mount a spirited counterattack to regain 
ground lost in the previous day’s fighting. The Confederates under General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard resist gamely but slowly yield to superior numbers. The blue tide 
advances inexorably across the field, and by 2:30, the Southerners are in full retreat 
back to Corinth, 23 miles away. Both sides then begin the grim business of tallying 
the results of their work. 

Casualties at Shiloh shock both North and South alike due to their sheer 
enormity. Grant, with 65,000 men engaged, loses 1,754 killed, 8,408 wounded, 
and 2,885 missing (13,047) while the 44,400 Confederates present sustain 1,728 
dead, 8,012 injured, and 959 missing (10,694). The grim reality of the Civil War 
and the carnage it ultimately entails finally emerge in bold relief. Worse, the 
Confederates staked everything on an all-out assault that failed. Once defeated, 
their position in the West erodes even further, and only the solitary bastion at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, stands between the South and gradual dismemberment. 
Nor did the victorious Grant escape recriminations for such slaughter; even 
though Sherman technically commanded at the onset and is culpable of being 
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surprised in camp, Grant’s reputation as “the Butcher” begins to be heard in 
some quarters. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Sumter is laid up at Gibraltar and abandoned 
by Captain Raphael Semmes after experiencing boiler difficulties. In the course of 
its brief career, it seized no less than 18 Northern vessels. 

The Federal ironclads USS Pensacola and Mississippi traverse the bar at the Passes 
and enter the Mississippi River, prior to moving against New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The Federal gunboat USS Pittsburgh sails past Island No. 10 on the Mississippi 
River and joins the Carondelet in covering General John Pope’s army, then ferrying 
to the Tennessee side. The gunboat squadron under Commodore Andrew H. Foote 
also captures heavy ordnance and several Confederate steamers moored there. He 
consequently receives a vote of thanks from Congress. 

April 8 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis proclaims martial law in East Tennessee to sup¬ 
press activities of pro-Union inhabitants. 

South: General Joseph Finegan assumes control of the Confederate Department of 
Middle and Eastern Florida. 

West: General William W. Mackall surrenders the Confederate garrison of 4,500 
men on Island No. 10 to General John Pope. Union forces sustain seven killed, 
14 wounded, and seven missing, principally among naval personnel. They also 
capture 109 heavy cannon, four steamers, and vast quantities of military supplies 
while extending Union control of the Mississippi River as far south as Fort Pillow, 
Tennessee. Considering the difficult terrain and currents encountered, Pope per¬ 
formed well. Moreover, his victory constitutes another serious breech of Confeder¬ 
ate defenses. President Abraham Lincoln consequently assigns him to command the 
newly organized Army of Virginia back east. 

Federal troops under General Ulysses S. Grant advance from Pittsburg Landing, 
Tennessee, in pursuit of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s withdrawing Confeder¬ 
ates. General William T. Sherman pursues them briefly but is capably contained by 
General Nathan B. Forrest’s rear guard. 

Southwest: Pursuing Union forces under Colonel Edward R. S. Canby harry Gen¬ 
eral Henry H. Sibley’s Confederates as they retreat from Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Territory. 

Naval: Commodore David G. Farragut runs the last of his West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron vessels over the Southwest Pass bar and into the Mississippi River. He then 
assembles 24 warships, mounting 200 large-caliber guns and 19 mortar schooners 
under Commander David D. Porter, at Head of Passes. But before steaming toward 
New Orleans, Louisiana, Farragut must first encounter and bypass Forts Jackson 
and St. Philip, 80 miles from the city. 

April 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, flummoxed by General George B. McClellan’s 
lack of aggressiveness, confers with his cabinet over what to do. The chief executive 
then suggests several lines of attack for the Army of the Potomac to consider and 
entreats McClellan to attack immediately, insisting, “But you must act.” 
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The Confederate Congress approves a conscription measure over the protest of 
many politicians who consider the practice a violation of their liberties. 

West: Command of the Confederate Missouri State Guard passes to General Mosby 
M. Parsons. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory, convinced that the 
biggest threat to New Orleans, Louisiana, is the Mississippi River squadron of Com¬ 
modore Andrew H. Foote, refuses to allow the Confederate squadron at Fort Pillow, 
Tennessee, to shift theaters. 

Union forces evacuate Jacksonville, Florida, under the cover of USS Ottawa, 
Pembina, and Ellen. 

April 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs a joint congressional resolution stipu¬ 
lating gradual emancipation of African-American slaves. It is aimed primarily at the 
border states and offers “pecuniary aid” in exchange for voluntary compliance. 
South: General Joseph E. Johnston takes command of Confederate forces in the 
Peninsula District of Virginia, and reinforcements gradually bring Southern man¬ 
power up to 34,000. Johnston nonetheless remains pessimistic about resisting the 
Army of the Potomac, thrice his size, for long. 

After weeks of methodical preparation. Union artillery commanded by Captain 
Quincy A. GUmore commence shelling Fort Pulaski on Cockspur Island in Savan¬ 
nah harbor. This strategic post, boasting masonry walls seven and a half feet thick, 
is occupied by Colonel Charles FI. Olmstead, 48 cannon, and a garrison of 385 
Confederates. Gilmore, meanwhile, directs the placement of 11 batteries on Tybee 
Island, containing 36 heavy guns and mortars that ring the fort at a distance between 
1,650 and 3,400 yards. Union general Thomas W. Sherman implores Olmstead to 
surrender, but he haughtily replies: “I am here to defend this fort, not to surrender 
it.” Gilmore then gives the order to fire at 8:15 a.m., and his highly accurate, rifled 
Parrott cannons loose penetrating shells that systematically decimate Fort Pulas¬ 
ki’s defenses. By nightfall several large breeches are observed in Olmstead’s walls, 
through which Union shells begin to strike his reinforced gunpowder magazine. 
West: General John M. Schofield assumes command of Union forces in Missouri 
while General Samuel R. Curtis heads the new District of Kansas. 

Naval: The USS Whitehead captures the Confederate schooners Comet and /. /. 
Crittenden and the sloop America in Newbegun Creek, North Carolina. 

A detachment from USS Wabash manned Battery Sigel during the capture of 
Fort Pulaski, Georgia. They are cordially invited to come ashore and participate by 
General David Hunter, overall army commander. 

The USS Keystone State runs the British blockade-runner Liverpool aground at 
North Inlet, South Carolina, where it was burned by its crew. 

Gunboat USS Kanawha seizes blockade-runners Southern Independence, Victo¬ 
ria, Charlotte, and Cuba off Mobile, Alabama. 

April 11 

Politics: Following the Senate’s cue, the U.S. House of Representatives votes 93-39 
to abolish slavery gradually in the District of Columbia. 
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South: Fort Pulaski, Georgia, surrenders to Union captain Quincy A. Gilmore follow¬ 
ing a heavy bombardment by 5,275 shells from nearby Tybee Island. Union losses are 
one killed while the Confederates sustain one dead, 13 wounded, and 360 captured. 
This battle marks the first tactical employment of long-range, rifled cannon with 
impressive results against masonry defenses. Moreover, the Union victory here jeop¬ 
ardizes the city of Savannah, Georgia, eliminating it as a blockade-running port. 
West: General Henry W. Halleck supersedes General Ulysses S. Grant at Pittsburg 
Landing, Tennessee, although he still commands the District of West Tennessee. 
Leadership of the Army of the Tennessee temporarily reverts to General George H. 
Thomas. 

Union forces under General Ormsby M. Mitchel sever the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad by occupying Huntsville, Alabama. They defeat the Confeder¬ 
ates of General Edmund Kirby-Smith en route, taking several hundred prisoners 
in the process. 

Naval: The Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia under Commodore losiah Tattnall 
suddenly reappears off Hampton Roads, Virginia. Escorting vessels CSS Jamestown 
and Raleigh under Captain fohn R. Tucker capture three Union transports but fail 
to bring on a second duel with the USS Monitor offshore. 

April 12 

South: General loseph E. Johnston’s command authority is enlarged to include the 
Departments of Norfolk and the Peninsula, Virginia. 

General John B. Magruder’s Confederate army at Yorktown, Virginia, is aug¬ 
mented by additional divisions under General James Longstreet, Daniel H. Hill, 
and Gustavus W. Smith. These are arrayed against the full might of the Army of 
the Potomac, then consisting of the II Corps of General Edwin V. Sumner, the III 
Corps of General Samuel Heintzelman, and the IV Corps under General Erasmus 
Keyes. General William B. Franklin’s division, detached from I Corps, also hovers 
in reserve. 

West: Cavalry dispatched by General Benjamin F. Kelley snares numerous Confed¬ 
erate operatives in Valley River and Boothville in western Virginia. 

Major James J. Andrews and 22 Union volunteers steal the Confederate loco¬ 
motive General and three freight cars at Big Shanty, Georgia, and then head north 
toward Chattanooga, Tennessee. Their mission is to destroy railroad bridges leading 
into the city, but the plan is thwarted by rainy weather. Worse, Confederate soldiers 
hotly pursue in another engine, and the chase continues for 90 miles. When the 
General finally runs out of steam and is abandoned, Andrews and his men flee to the 
woods where the majority are captured. Andrews and seven volunteers, seized out 
of uniform, are executed as spies on June 7, 1862, but eight men eventually escape 
captivity while the rest are exchanged. The raiders become the U.S. Army’s first 
recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor in March 1863. This affair enters 
popular folklore as the “Great Locomotive Chase.” 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles implores President Abraham Lincoln 
to forbid the export of anthracite coal abroad and thus keep it out of Confederate 
hands. Since this fuel burns cleanly, it allows blockade-runners to approach ports 
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without detection, whereas steam engines powered by regular coal belch forth black 
clouds more easily perceived at sea. 

April 13 

South: General David Hunter, commanding the vicinity of Fort Pulaski, Georgia, 
declares his region free of slavery and unilaterally begins to free all African Ameri¬ 
cans within his jurisdiction. 

West: Federal troops under General OrmsbyM. Mitchel occupy Decatur, Alabama, 
on the Tennessee River. 

Southwest: Union troops under Colonel Edward R. S. Canby skirmish with 
retreating Confederates at Peralta, New Mexico Territory. 

General James H. Carleton leads a column of troops from California into west¬ 
ern Arizona and ultimately drives remaining Confederate forces out of New Mexico 
Territory. 

Naval: USS Beauregard shells the Confederate garrison at Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, 
Florida, after it refuses his surrender summons. 

A coastal survey party under Ferdinand H. Gerdes begins to map the Mississippi 
River approaches below Forts Jackson and St. Philip. 

Federal gunboats USS Tyler and Lexington convey Union troops from Shiloh, 
Tennessee, to Chickasaw, Alabama, and destroy a bridge operated by the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad. 

April 14 

South: John C. Breckinridge and Thomas C. Hindman are appointed major gener¬ 
als, C.S.A. 

A high-level war meeting convenes in Richmond, Virginia, whereby General 
Joseph E. Johnston, badly outnumbered by the 112,000 strong Army of the Potomac, 
pleads with superiors to abandon the Yorktown-Warwick River line before General 
George B. McClellan attacks in overwhelming strength. However, President Jeffer¬ 
son Davis and his chief military adviser. General Robert E. Lee, demur, observing 
that withdrawing necessitates the abandonment of Norfolk and its valuable naval 
facilities. 

WEST: In Missouri, Union forces tangle with Confederate irregulars under William 
C. Quantrill. 

Naval: The Potomac Flotilla sails down the Rappahannock River, Virginia, shelling 
Confederate positions and capturing three vessels. 

Federal mortar boats under Commodore Andrew H. Foote commence bom¬ 
barding Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on the Mississippi River. This fortification is located 
60 miles south of Island No. 10 and guards the northern approaches to Memphis. 
Intermittent bombardment continues for the next seven weeks. 

April 15 

South: At a special war council held in Richmond, Virginia, President Jefferson Davis 
breaks the strategic impasse by ordering General Joseph E. Johnston to move his 
army to Yorktown on the Virginia Peninsula and reinforce General John B. Magruder. 
A somewhat disgruntled Johnston returns to his command and prepares to march. 
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A detachment of the 1st Maine Cavalry under Captain Robert F. Dyer is repulsed 
at Bealeton, Virginia. 

West: Confederate troops commanded by General Earl Van Dorn are ordered to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Southwest: Pursuing Union forces under Colonel Edward R. S. Canby continue 
skirmishing with General Henry H. Sibley’s Confederates at Peralta, 20 miles south 
of Albuquerque, New Mexico Territory. The Southerners are bested in a series of 
running battles as they retire toward Fort Bliss. 

Naval: The USS Chenango, anchored at New York, experiences a boiler explosion 
that kills 25 sailors. 

The USS Keystone State captures the Confederate blockade-runner Success off 
Georgetown, South Carolina. 

April 16 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs a bill outlawing slavery in the District 
of Columbia on a compensated basis—$300 per slave. However, slaves escaping 
from masters loyal to the Union still remain subject to return under the existing 
Fugitive Slave Law. 

With Union forces only 10 miles from his capital and a stream of bad news from 
the West, President Jefferson Davis authorizes conscription to maintain Confederate 
military manpower levels. Consequently, all white males aged 18 to 35 become eligi¬ 
ble for three years of service. This is the first conscription legislation in U.S. history. 
South: Union General William F. Smith tests Confederate defenses on the Virginia 
Peninsula by probing Dam No. 1 along the Warwick River line. He then attacks at 
Burnt Chimneys with the 3rd, 4th, and 6th Vermont regiments and is repelled with 
165 casualties. This small reverse convinces General George B. McClellan of the 
necessity to erect siege works to flush the defenders from their lines. 

An advance to Whitemarsh Island, Georgia, by Union general Quincy A. Gilm¬ 
ore results in heavy skirmishing. 

West: Union forces attack and occupy Tuscumbia, Alabama. 

Naval: Gommodore David G. Farragut begins to mass 17 warships of his West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, including the gunboat squadron of Commodore David D. 
Porter, below Forts Jackson and St. Philip, Louisiana. These aged structures, one on 
each side of the Mississippi River, are situated 12 miles above Head of Passes, mount 
90 cannon, and are further abetted by a “Mosquito Squadron” of small warships 
under Captain George N. Hollis. Unfortunately for the defenders, the waterway runs 
extremely high, which floods Confederate defensive positions and lifts Unions vessel 
above numerous obstacles placed in their path to block them. 

April 17 

South: General Irvin McDowell and his Federal troops skirmish near Falmouth, 
Virginia, and occupy neighboring Fredericksburg. 

New Confederate reinforcements bring the strength of General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston’s force along the Yorktown-Warwick River line up to 53,000. He nonetheless 
remains badly outnumbered by the nearby Army of the Potomac, which fields 
roughly twice as many troops. 



140 Civil War Almanac 


1862 


West: Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks occupy Mount Jackson in 
western Virginia, following a skirmish at Rude’s HrlL Confederate forces under Gen¬ 
eral Thomas J. Jackson continue withdrawing before them. 

The 36th Ohio under Major Ehenezer B. Andrews tangles with Confederate 
irregulars between Summerville and Addison, western Virginia. 

Quick action by General Edmund Kirby-Smith’s Confederates snares 475 Union 
stragglers at Woodson’s Gap, Tennessee. 

Naval: Commodore David G. Earragut’s fleet of 17 warships begins to wend its way 
up the Mississippi River toward New Orleans, Louisiana. He is also accompanied by 
a flotilla of 20 mortar boats under Commander David D. Porter. 

April 18 

North: In an attempt to promote younger, more vigorous leadership. Congress 
suspends seniority within the ranks of the Army Medical Bureau. 

South: General Joseph Finegan takes charge of the Confederate Department of 
Middle and East Florida. 

General Irvin McDowell marches south and occupies the towns of Falmouth 
and Yorktown, Virginia. 

WEST: General Robert E. Lee orders General Edward Johnson and his Army of the 
Northwest to coordinate his movements in the Shenandoah Valley. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Crusader attack Edisto Island, South 
Carolina. 

Commodore David G. Farragut dispatches Commander David D. Porter with 
20 mortar boats to bombard Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River. 
Porter, convinced he can neutralize these positions with firepower alone, pelts them 
with 200-pound mortar shells for the next five days. Farragut’s movement positions 
him only 70 miles below the strategic port of New Orleans, Louisiana, and Confed¬ 
erates pin their hopes on the two old forts and an array of sunken hulks and river 
chains to prevent further Union progress upstream. 

April 19 

South: The forces of Generals Ambrose E. Burnside and Benjamin Huger tangle at 
South Mills, Camden County, South Carolina. 

West: Sparta in western Virginia is occupied by Federal troops under General 
Nathaniel P. Banks. Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson, meanwhile, 
strike their encampment at Rude Hill and head farther south. 

Naval: The USS Huron captures the Confederate schooner Glide off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

Artillery fire from Fort Jackson, Louisiana, sinks the Federal mortar boat USS 
Maria J. Carlton. 

Under the cover of darkness, the USS Itasca and Pinola advance below Forts 
Jackson and St. Philip to cut the chain and remove obstructions placed on the Mis¬ 
sissippi River. They are assisted greatly by the absence of fire rafts that would have 
illuminated them as targets—a major Confederate oversight. The river gradually is 
rendered navigable for Commodore David G. Farragut’s fleet. 
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April 20 

South: General Irvin McDowell confers with President Abraham Lincoln at Aquia 
Creek, Virginia, and subsequently accompanies him to Washington, D.C. 

West: General Edward Johnson’s Confederate army of the Northwest retreats east¬ 
ward from Shenandoah Mountain, western Virginia, pressured by a larger Union 
forces under General John C. Fremont. 

Naval: The Potomac Flotilla captures nine Confederate vessels at the mouth of the 
Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

April 21 

Politics: To offset the manpower advantages of the North, the Confederate gov¬ 
ernment authorizes creation of guerrilla formations by passing the Partisan Ranger 
Act and then adjourns its first session. 

Members of the Brownlow family and several other Union sympathizers are 
evicted from Confederate-held East Tennessee. 

West: Union forces under General John Pope, having secured Island No. 10, cross 
back over the Mississippi to assist ongoing efforts in Tennessee. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat USS Tyler seizes the Confederate steamer Alfred Robb 
on the Tennessee River. 

April 22 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton appoints engineer and inventor Her¬ 
man Haupt to serve as chief of construction and transportation for U.S. military 
railroads. The appointment proves fortuitous, and Haupt discharges his duties with 
efficiency and dispatch. 

South: Advancing Union forces occupy Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

General William B. Franklin’s division arrives at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, to 
reinforce the Army of the Potomac. 

West: General Nathaniel P. Banks occupies Luray in western Virginia. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Arthur capture three Confederate vessels at 
Aransas Pass, Texas, and then just as quickly yield them to attacking enemy troops. 

April 23 

Naval: The USS Lockwood, Whitehead, and Putnam sink a schooner at the mouth 
of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal near Elizabeth City, North Carolina, closing 
another useful waterway to the South. 

Commodore David G. Farragut, impatient for success and concluding that the 
bombardment of Forts Jackson and St. Philip is having no effect, decides to run his 
entire fleet past the fortifications at night. 

April 24 

Naval: The CSS Nashville, crammed with 60,000 stands of arms and 40 tons of 
gunpowder, successfully runs the Union blockade and slips into Wilmington, North 
Carolina. 

At 2:00 A.M. in the predawn darkness. Commodore David G. Farragut runs 
his fleet of 17 vessels past Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River, in 
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Flag Officer Farragut’s squadron passes the forts on the Mississippi, April 24, 1 862, and the U.S. frigate 
Mississippi destroys the rebel ram Manassas. Lithograph by Currier & Ives (Library of Congress) 


three divisions. Confederate defenders under General Johnson K. Duncan unleash a 
heavy cannonade, but they inflict very little loss. Farragut’s flagship, USS Hartford, is 
briefly endangered by a fire raff while the USS Varuna is rammed and sinks. But in 
the ensuing scrape. Commander John K. Mitchell’s Southern squadron, including 
CSS Warrior, Stonewall Jackson, General Lovell, and Breckinridge, along with steam¬ 
ers Star, Belle Algerine, and gunboat General Quitman, all succumb to concentrated 
Union fire. The armored ram CSS Manassas is also run ashore and destroyed. With 
this single, decisive stroke, the fate of New Orleans, Louisiana, is decided. Farragut 
then sails directly down to the helpless city, intent on bombarding it into submis¬ 
sion. Union losses tally 39 killed and 146 wounded while the Confederates sustain 
nine dead and 33 injured. 

April 25 

North: George F4. Thomas is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: Federal forces under General John G. Parke commence the bombardment 
of Fort Macon on Bogue Banks Island off Beaufort, North Carolina. The Confeder¬ 
ate garrison only could sputter in reply with a few old cannon while sustaining 25 
casualties. At length, Colonel Moses J. White surrenders, and 300 Southerners pass 
into captivity. The main Union force under General Ambrose E. Burnside is now at 
liberty to conduct deep forays into the surrounding countryside. 
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General David Hunter proclaims martial law in his Department of the South 
(South Carolina, Georgia, Florida). 

Confederate general Mansfield Lovell and his 4,000 soldiers quickly slip out of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and escape inland before Union occupation forces arrive. 
WEST: Charles F. Smith, a talented Union general, dies of a septic leg infection at 
Savannah, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Maratanza bombards Gloucester and Yorktown, Virginia, to assist 
the Army of the Potomac. 

The squadron of Commander Samuel Lockwood, consisting of USS Daylight, 
State of Georgia, Chippewa, and Gemsbok, bombards Fort Macon, North Caro¬ 
lina, into submission. Confederate blockade-runners Alliance and Gondar are also 
captured. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate blockade-runner Ella War- 
ley off Port Royal, South Carolina. 

The Union flotilla under Commodore David G. Farragut captures the city of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, following a brief duel with Confederate gunners at Eng¬ 
lish Turn. The Mississippi River is running high and enables the fleet to point its 
guns over the levee. Union landing parties are met nonetheless by angry, hostile 
demonstrations at the water’s edge while hundreds of valuable cotton bales are 
burned to prevent capture. But the Confederacy loses its largest and wealthiest 
seaport while the North acquires a splendid base for operations directly into the 
Southern heartland. 

Naval: The uncompleted CSS Mississippi, one of the largest and most powerful 
ironclads afloat, is destroyed by Confederate authorities at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
to prevent its capture. 

The USS Katahdin captures the Confederate schooner John Gilpin below New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

April 26 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln pays a courtesy call on the French warship 
Gassendi, anchored at the Washington Navy Yard. 

North: Alfred H. Terry is appointed a brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: Fort Macon, North Carolina, is occupied by Union forces under General 
John G. Parke. 

West: Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks advance into New Market, 
western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Onward destroys the Confederate schooner Chase off Raccoon Key 
South Carolina. 

The USS Flambeau captures the Confederate blockade-runner Active off Stono 
Inlet, South Carolina. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate schooner Mersey off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Uncas captures the Confederate schooner Belle off Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
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April 27 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston orders General Benjamin Huger to evacuate 
Norfolk, Virginia, and salvage as much equipment as possible from the Gosport 
Navy Yard. 

Naval: The USS Mercedita captures the Confederate steamer Bermuda northeast 
of Abaco. 

The USS Wamsutta and Potomska trade fire with dismounted Confederate cav¬ 
alry at Wookville Island, Riceboro River, Georgia. 

U.S. naval forces accept the surrender of Fort Livingston on Bastian Bay, Loui¬ 
siana, and crew members from the USS Kittatinny hoist the Stars and Stripes flag 
over its ramparts. Nearby Forts Quitman, Pike, and Wood also capitulate that 
afternoon. 

April 28 

North: James H. Carleton is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: General John H. Forney assumes command of the Confederate Department 
of Alabama and West Florida. 

West: General John Pope directs a skirmish against Confederates at Monterey, 
Tennessee. 

Naval: Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River mutiny 
against the commanding general, John K. Duncan and surrender 900 prisoners to 
Union forces under Commander David D. Porter. The unfinished ironclad CSS 
Louisiana, the Defiance, and the McRae are also burned to prevent capture. 

The British steamer Oreto arrives at Nassau, Bahamas, where Confederate sailors 
wait to man it. It eventually emerges as the CSS Florida. 

April 29 

South: A skittish general Joseph E. Johnston, cognizant of the vast array of Union 
siege artillery being mounted against his army along the Yorktown-Warwick River 
line, informs superiors that he is withdrawing inland as soon as it becomes practi¬ 
cal. Johnston reasons that it is better to sacrifice Norfolk than his entire army and 
suggests a new concentration closer to Richmond. 

Timothy Webster, a talented spy working for Allan Pinkerton’s Federal Secret 
Service, is hanged by Confederate authorities at Richmond, Virginia. 

The 29th Massachusetts skirmishes at Batchelder’s Creek, North Carolina. 

City officials formally surrender New Orleans, Louisiana, to Federal authorities. 
Raising of the U.S. flag over the Customs House arouses much indignation from 
the inhabitants. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson departs Staunton, western Virginia, by dispatch¬ 
ing cavalry under Colonel Turner Ashby toward Harrisonburg while he leads the 
main force toward Port Republic. 

Union forces occupy Purdy, Tennessee. 

General Henry W. Halleck prepares to move from Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, 
against Confederate forces under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard at Corinth, Mis¬ 
sissippi. Halleck commands in excess of 100,000 troops. 
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Naval: Landing parties from the gunboat USS E. B. Hale destroy a Confederate 
battery on the Dawho River, South Carolina. On the return route, their vessel is 
ambushed downstream by troops under General Nathan G. Evans, but Lieutenant 
Alexander C. Rhind, who previously orders his crew and passengers to lay on the 
deck, sustains no losses and returns to Edisto Island unharmed. 

The USS Kanawha captures the British blockade-runner Annie in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

April 30 

West: Gonfederate forces under General Thomas J. Jackson march from Elk Run, 
western Virginia, toward Staunton in a driving rain. There, he intends to confront 
the 20,000-man army under General John C. Eremont, then advancing from the 
west. For the next four days, Jackson hounds his command as they cover 92 miles 
on foot and then ride another 25 miles by rail. This proves one of the most impres¬ 
sive forced marches of the entire war and garners to troops involved the sobriquet 
of Jackson’s “Foot Cavalry.” 

General Henry W. Halleck finalizes a reorganization of his Armies of the Missis¬ 
sippi to include General Ulysses S. Grant as second in command, George H. Thomas 
and the Army of the Tennessee (right wing), John Pope and the Army of the Mis¬ 
sissippi (left wing), John A. McClernand (reserve wing), and Don C. BueU and the 
Army of the Ohio. This aggregate of 120,000 troops is the largest military force 
ever assembled in North America to date. Halleck then orders a concerted, cau¬ 
tious advance on the strategic railroad junction at Gorinth, Mississippi, presently 
defended by 53,000 Confederates under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. 

Naval: The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Gonfederate schooner Maria off 
Port Royal, South Carolina. 

May 1 

North: WiUiam T. Sherman is appointed major general, U.S. Army. 

WEST: General Richard S. Ewell takes his 8,500-man division to Swift Run Gap, 
western Virginia, where he relieves forces under General Thomas J. Jackson. 
South: General George B. McClellan begins to deploy heavy siege ordnance to 
facilitate the fall of Yorktown, Virginia. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, is occupied formally by 15,000 Federal troops under 
General Benjamin F. Butler, who ushers in a period of controversial and acrimoni¬ 
ous administration. 

West: Union troops under General Jacob D. Cox skirmish with Confederates in the 
Stone River valley in western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Marblehead bombards Confederate positions at Yorktown, 
Virginia. 

The USS Jamestown captures the British blockade-runner Intended off the North 
Carolina coast. 

The USS Huron captures the Confederate schooner Albert oii Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

The USS Onward forces the crew of the Confederate schooner Sarah to scuttle 
their own vessel. 



146 Civil War Almanac 


1862 


The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate schooner Magnolia near Berwick 
Bay, Louisiana. 

May 2 

North: John Gibbon is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: Edward Stanly becomes Federal military governor of North Carolina. 

The Army of the Potomac, stalled before illusionary defenses along the York- 
town-Warwick River line in Virginia’s Yorktown Peninsula, readies a huge battery 
of more than 100 heavy guns and mortars. General George B. McClellan prepares to 
blast the Confederates out of their entrenchments rather than risk heavy casualties 
from a frontal assault. 

West: General James G. Blunt takes charge of the newly reconstituted Department 
of Kansas. 

Naval: The USS Restless captures the British blockade-runner Flash off the South 
Carolina coast. 

May 3 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston begins to withdraw 55,000 Confederate troops 
from Yorktown, Virginia, before heavy Union siege ordnance starts to shoot. At 
midnight. Southern artillery erupts along the line to distract Union attention from 
the operation. General George B. McClellan, observing Confederate works the fol¬ 
lowing day, is surprised but relieved that Johnston’s army has vanished. The Army 
of the Potomac now begins to move up the Yorkstown Peninsula as the retreating 
Southerners funnel through Williamsburg toward Richmond. 

West: Skirmishing occurs between General JTenry W. Halleck and General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard at Farmington, Mississippi, as Union forces begin their belated 
advance on Corinth. 

Naval: The USS R. R. Cuyler captured the Confederate schooner Jane off Tampa 
Bay, Florida. 

May 4 

South: After a month-long siege. Union forces finally occupy the Confederate 
Yorktown-Warwick River line of Virginia’s Yorktown Peninsula. General George B. 
McClellan methodically begins to pursue the enemy by advancing upon the old 
colonial capital of Williamsburg in overwhelming strength. The movement of both 
sides is hampered by continual downpours, which turn the roads to mud. 

Skirmishing erupts between cavalry forces of Generals George B. Stoneman 
and J. E. B. Stuart near Williamsburg, Virginia. Fighting there induces a rear guard 
to form under General James Longstreet, who occupies a prepositioned line of 
redoubts centering on a bastion dubbed Fort Magruder. The Confederates enjoy the 
better of the day’s fighting once General Lafayette McLaws charges and overturns 
Union cavalry and artillery commanded by General Philip St. George Cooke. 
West: Skirmishing continues between General Henry W. Halleck and Pierre G. T. 
Beauregard at Farmington Heights, Mississippi. 

Southwest: Confederate forces evacuate Tucson, New Mexico Territory, ahead 
of the “California column” of General James H. Carleton. Meanwhile, the main 
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Southern force under General Henry H. Sibley straggles into El Paso, Texas, after an 
arduous, failed endeavor. 

Naval: The USS Corwin captures the Confederate schooner Director in the York 
River, Virginia. 

Crew members of the USS Wachusetts hoist the U.S. flag over Gloucester Point, 
Virginia, while two Confederate schooners are captured. 

The USS Calhoun captures the Confederate schooner Charles Henry of St. 
Joseph, Louisiana, and also raises the American flag over nearby Fort Pike. 

The USS Somerset captures the Confederate steamer Circassian at sea. 

May 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton 
board the steamer Miami and sail to Hampton Roads, Virginia, to prod General 
George B. McClellan into greater action. 

Congress authorizes creation of the Department of Agriculture. 

South: A Union force of 41,000 men commanded by General Edwin V. Sumner 
confronts a determined Confederate rear guard numbering 32,000 at Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Sumner initially brings up two divisions under Generals Joseph Hooker 
and William F. Smith, who deploy to attack the defenders head on. However, Confed¬ 
erate forces under General James Longstreet are positioned ably at Fort Magruder in 
the center of the line and repulse Hooker’s onslaught with heavy casualties. At this 
juncture, the commanding general, Joseph E. Johnston, gallops up with reinforce¬ 
ments, although he allows Longstreet to continue fighting. Longstreet, sensing con¬ 
fusion in Union ranks, suddenly launches a sharp counterattack against their left, 
pushing Hooker’s men back in confusion and capturing several cannon. For several 
desperate minutes, it appears that his division might be destroyed piecemeal, save 
for the appearance of reinforcements under General Philip Kearny, who promptly 
drives the disorganized Southerners back inside their works. 

On the Confederate left, events shape up more favorably for the North. General 
Smith detaches General William S. Hancock’s brigade on a two-hour, circuitous 
march around Longstreet’s flank, and by dint of adroit maneuvering, he suddenly 
appears behind the Confederate line at about 3:00 p.m. Hancock then pours in a 
heavy artillery fire on the defenders until two Confederate brigades under General 
Jubal A. Early and Daniel H. Hill are ordered up to outflank him. Unfortunately, 
both commanders are disoriented by the intervening march and deploy directly in 
front of Hancock’s well-positioned troops. The aggressive Early and Hill nonethe¬ 
less launch disjointed frontal assaults against the Union line, which are blasted back 
with heavy losses. But despite this tactical success, Sumner fails to follow it up with 
a decisive attack of his own, and an impasse settles across the battlefield. Fighting 
stops by nightfall, the Confederates withdraw unmolested, Johnston resumes his 
retrograde movement back toward Richmond. 

Williamsburg, the first encounter of the Peninsula campaign, is both indecisive 
and characterized by heavy casualties: the Union suffers 456 killed, 1,410 wounded, 
and 373 missing (2,239) while the Confederacy lose 133 dead and 1,570 injured 
(1,703). Thanks to Sumner’s mishandling of events. Union forces waged a contest 
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that they should have won easily, whereas the Confederates again manage to avoid 
decisive defeat. 

WEST: General Thomas J. Jackson’s Confederates occupy Staunton in western Vir¬ 
ginia, where he unites with General Edward Johnson’s Army of the Northwest. Both 
men then advance with 10,000 men against nearby Union forces under General 
Robert H. Milroy. 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Corwin captures the Confederate sloop Water 
Witch near Gloucester, Virginia. 

The USS Calhoun captures the Confederate schooner Rover on Lake Pontchar- 
train, Louisiana. 

May 6 

South: Williamsburg, Virginia, is occupied by the Army of the Potomac under 
General George B. McClellan. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson bests Union troops under General Nathaniel P. 
Banks in a heavy skirmish at Harrisonburg, western Virginia, and then marches his 
Confederates on a 35-mile trek through the mountains toward McDowell. Banks, 
meanwhile, withdraws in confusion to New Market. 

Naval: The USS Ottawa seizes the Confederate schooner General C. C. Pinckney oH 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Calhoun captures the Confederate steamer Whiteman on Lake Pon- 
tchartrain, Louisiana. 

May 7 

South: Union and Confederate forces under Generals William B. Franklin and 
Gustavus W. Smith clash at Eltham’s Landing, Virginia, to contest the road from 
Yorktown to Richmond. Franklin lands part of his division on the south bank of the 
York River to harass the Confederate left flank as it withdraws from Williamsburg. 
Smith, tasked with guarding the passage of the entire Confederate baggage train, is 
cognizant of the danger posed by Franklin’s presence and orders General William 
C. Whiting’s division to dislodge him. The Confederates, particularly General John 

B. Hood’s Texas brigade, press the Union pickets hard, pushing them through the 
woods and under the cover of gunboats in the river. At that point Whiting relents 
and withdraws, and Franklin’s men do not follow. The Confederate wagon train 
thereby retires intact. Southern losses amount to 48, whereas the Union sustains 
186, including 46 captured. 

The 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry under Major Robert Morris conducts a recon¬ 
naissance toward Mulberry Point on the James River, Virginia. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson nudges his footsore host from Staunton to the 
outskirts of McDowell, western Virginia, tangling with the pickets of General Rob¬ 
ert H. Milroy’s brigade en route. As the 10,000 Confederates deploy to engage the 
next morning, Milroy receives timely reinforcements in the form of General Robert 

C. Schenk’s brigade, which brings Union numbers up to 6,000. 

General Braxton Bragg gains command of the Confederate Army of Mississippi. 
Naval: President Abraham Lincoln visits and examines the USS Monitor off For¬ 
tress Monroe, Virginia. 
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USS Wachusetts, Chocura, and Sebago ascend the York River and assist the land¬ 
ing of army troops at West Point, Virginia. 

The USS Currituck captures the Confederate vessels American Coaster and 
Planter in the Pamunkey River, Virginia. 

May 8 

South: Union forces begin to occupy Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

WEST: 10,000 Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson move forward 
to engage 6,000 Federal troops under Generals Robert H. Milroy and Robert G. 
Schenk at McDowell, western Virginia. Union troops initially are posted near the 
town, dominated by nearby Setlinger’s Hill. When Milroy perceives Jackson’s troop 
advancing toward that strategic point, he considers retreating until Schenk con¬ 
vinces him to attack and cover their withdrawal. Gommencing at 4:30 p.m.. Union 
troops charge up the heavily wooded hill, firing into an open copse into which 
Southerners deployed and inflicting heavy casualties. But Confederates under Gen¬ 
eral Edward Johnson’s Army of the Northwest grimly repulse every attack and hold 
their ground as Jackson labors to bring up additional troops. After a surprisingly 
stiff fight of four hours, Milroy finally issues orders to retreat. This is successfully 
accomplished without Southern interference. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel Turner Ashby mount a pursuit, but the 
bulk of Union forces escape intact. McDowell is an inauspicious debut for Jack¬ 
son’s celebrated Valley Campaign, for his losses are twice that of his opponents— 
116 killed and 300 wounded, and 4 missing to 34 Union dead, 220 injured, and 
5 missing. Southerners were further deprived of the services of General Johnson, 
an excellent commander, who is seriously injured and requires a lengthy convales¬ 
cence. Gonsequently, his Army of the Northwest is absorbed into Jackson’s Army 
of the Valley. 

General William W. Loring is assigned to command the Army of Southwest 
Virginia. 

Union forces under General Henry W. Halleck pause within a few miles of their 
objective at Gorinth, Mississippi, as his “offensive” assumes more the nature of a 
siege. 

Naval: The USS Monitor, Dacotah, Naugatuck, Seminole, and Susquehanna bom¬ 
bard Confederate batteries at Sewell’s Point, Virginia, under the direction of Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln, who also orders the monitor Galena up the James River to 
support General George B. McClellan. 

A landing party from the USS Iroquois captures the city of Baton Rouge, Loui¬ 
siana, and also seizes the local arsenal. 

Three rams of the Confederate River Defense Fleet briefly sortie on the Missis¬ 
sippi River from Fort Pillow, Tennessee, but they quickly withdraw after confronting 
larger Union gunboats. 

May 9 

South: President Abraham Lincoln diplomatically admonishes General George B. 
McClellan for not moving more vigorously on the Confederate capital at Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. 
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Confederate forces begin to evacuate the port of Norfolk, Virginia, where great 
quantities of valuable supplies are abandoned. 

General David Hunter declares all African-American slaves in the Department 
of the South (Florida, Georgia, South Carolina) emancipated. Furthermore, all will¬ 
ing slaves are to be armed and incorporated into the military. 

Retreating Confederate forces burn and evacuate the navy yard at Pensacola, 
Florida, destroying the unfinished ironclad CSS Pulton in the process. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson pursues Federal forces fleeing toward Franklin, 
western Virginia. 

Skirmishing continues between the forces of General Henry W. Halleck and 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard near Corinth, Mississippi, as Union forces continue inching 
toward their objective. 

Naval: Commodore Andrew H. Foote, wounded at the capture of Fort Donelson, is 
relieved by Captain Charles H. Davis above Fort Pillow, Tennessee. 

May 10 

South: The Gosport Navy Yard at Norfolk, Virginia, is occupied by Union forces 
under General John E. Wool, whose movements are partially directed from offshore 
by President Abraham Lincoln. The mighty ram CSS Virginia now is deprived of a 
berth as it draws too much water to be sequestered up the James River. 

Confederate forces, informed of the fall of New Orleans, promptly evacuate 
Pensacola, Florida. Union forces under General Lewis G. Arnold then reclaim the 
base and the navy yard, which functions as a supply depot for various blockading 
squadrons. 

West: Union force prevail in a skirmish with Confederates at Bloomfield, Missouri, 
and capture their supplies. 

The impasse continues outside Corinth, Mississippi, as Union forces slowly 
advance. 

Naval: The ironclad USS New Ironsides is launched at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The USS Unadilla captures the Confederate schooner Mary Theresa off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

The scratch-built Confederate River Defense Lleet of eight converted steam 
rams under Captain James E. Montgomery bravely sorties at Plum Run Bend on 
the Mississippi River, just north of Port Pillow, Tennessee. He is seriously out¬ 
gunned, and his vessels are lightly armed and protected by cotton bales, but their 
relatively high speed gives them tactical advantages in cramped waters. He then 
engages seven U.S. ironclads under Commodore Charles H. Davis in one of few 
squadron actions of the Civil War. Montgomery appears suddenly off Craigshead 
Point, and he directly attacks the gunboat USS Cincinnati and Gunboat No. 16. 
The Cincinnati is rammed several times by CSS General Bragg, General Sterling 
Price, and General Sumter, yet fights valiantly and inflicts considerable damage 
before sinking in shallow water. Montgomery’s ships then move up to meet Davis’s 
ironclads as they move downstream to engage. The Mound City is rammed by the 
General Van Dorn, losing its bow, and grounds itself to avoid sinking. But once the 
heavy ironclad Carondelet moves into firing range, it punishes the Confederates 
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with rifled cannon fire. General Sumter, Colonel Levell, and General Van Dorn all 
sustain serious damage before Montgomery signals them to withdraw back to Fort 
Pillow. The Cincinnati and Mound City are raised subsequently and repaired but, 
in view of this rough experience, Davis appeals to the Navy Department for several 
of the speedy, new Ellet rams. 

May 11 

West: Colonel lohn H. Morgan’s Confederate cavalry seize a train of the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad at Cave City, Kentucky. 

Naval: Because the CSS Virginia draws too much water to operate up the James 
River, Commodore Josiah TattnaU scuttles it off Craney Island, Virginia, to prevent 
capture. The Northern Blockading Fleet under Commodore Louis M. Goldsbor- 
ough now enjoys unfettered passage upriver as far as Drewry’s Bluff He makes 
immediate preparations to dispatch an expedition in the direction of Richmond, 
Virginia. 

The USS Bainbridge captures the Confederate schooner Newcastle in the 
Atlantic. 

The USS Kittatinny captures the British blockade-runner Julia off the Southwest 
Pass, Mississippi River. 

The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate steamer Governor A. Mouton at Ber¬ 
wick Bay, Louisiana. 

May 12 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln declares the captured ports of Beaufort, 
North Carolina, Port Royal, South Carolina, and New Orleans, Louisiana, open to 
trade. He hopes that the resumption of commercial activities will encourage and 
strengthen political bonds to the North. 

Pro-Union sympathizers hold a convention in Nashville, Tennessee, under the 
watchful eye of Union forces. 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General George B. McClellan advances 
to White House, Virginia, coming within 22 miles of the Confederate capital at 
Richmond. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson’s pursuit of Union forces fleeing from McDowell, 
western Virginia, falters due to rain and mud. He thereupon stops at Franklin and 
turns east to confront advancing columns under General Nathaniel P. Banks. 

Troops under General Henry W. Halleck seize Natchez, Mississippi, but their 
advance on Gorinth sputters into a continuing series of skirmishes at Farmington. 
Naval: The USS Maratanza and other gunboats sail up the Pamunkey River in sup¬ 
port of the Army of the Potomac. 

Crew members of the former CSS Virginia are collected under Lieutenant 
Catesby Ap Roger Jones at Drewry’s Bluff on the James River, where they man an 
artillery battery. This is a formidable position, rising 100 feet above the river and 
only seven miles downriver from Richmond, Virginia. At length, they are joined by 
General George W. C. Lee, engineering officer and eldest son of General Robert E. 
Lee, who supervises the construction of redoubts and also directs the placement of 
numerous hulks in the river to block any Union passage. 
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May 13 

South: The seemingly inexorable approach of the Army of the Potomac toward 
Richmond places the Confederate capital in a panic. President Jefferson Davis sends 
his wife Varina out of the city for safety. 

Martial law is declared in Charleston, South Carolina. 

WEST: Union troops under General John C. Fremont occupy Franklin, western 
Virginia, as Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson withdraw through the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

RogersvUle, Alabama, is captured by Federal troops under General Ormsby M. 
Mitchel. 

Naval: ITarbor pilot Robert Smalls and eight fellow African-American consorts 
abscond with the Confederate steamer Planter and sail it from Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, before surrendering to the USS Onward offshore. 

The USS Bohio captures the Confederate schooner Deer Island in the Mississippi 
Sound. 

The USS Calhoun captures the Confederate gunboat Corypheus at Bayou Bon- 
fouca, Louisiana. 

The USS Iroquois and Oneida under Commander David G. Farragut capture 
and occupy Natchez, Mississippi, as Union forces gradually move toward the citadel 
ofVicksburg. 

May 14 

South: After skirmishing at Gaines’s Cross Roads, Union forces halt at the White 
House on the Pamunkey River, only 20 miles from Richmond, Virginia. General 
George B. McClellan, though enjoying numerical superiority over his adversaries, 
awaits additional reinforcements from General Irwin McDowell. 

Naval: The USS Calhoun captures the Confederate schooner Venice on Lake Pont- 
chartrain, Louisiana. 

May 15 

South: As General George B. McClellan closes in on Richmond, Virginia, Confed¬ 
erate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston retire along the Chickahominy River 
to within three miles of the capital. 

The 15th Massachusetts under Colonel Thomas J. C. Armory scouts and skir¬ 
mishes at Trenton Bridge and Pollocksville, North Carolina. 

Rude behavior by New Orleans ladies toward Union occupiers angers General 
Benjamin F. Butler and prompts him to issue his infamous General Order No. 28, 
the so-caUed Woman Order. This stipulates that any woman disposed to act disre¬ 
spectfully toward Union soldiers will be arrested and treated as a prostitute. The 
act triggers waves of outrage and indignation across the South—and Butler is ulti¬ 
mately threatened with hanging if apprehended. For this reason, he gains the infa¬ 
mous moniker of “Beast Butler.” 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson’s Confederates depart McDowell, western Vir¬ 
ginia, and return to the Shenandoah Valley. 

General Henry Heth, following the defeat of a Confederate detachment under 
General Humphrey Marshall, falls back on Jackson’s River Depot in western Virginia. 
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General John C. Fremont conducts small actions at Princeton and Ravenswood, 
western Virginia. 

Naval: The armed vessel designated “290”—destined to become the infamous CSS 
Alabama —is launched at Liverpool, England. 

Commodore John Rodgers leads the ironclads USS Monitor, Galena, and Nau¬ 
gatuck up the James River, accompanied by three wooden warships. En route, they 
encounter formidable Confederate defensives along Drewry’s Bluff, seven miles 
from Richmond, Virginia, and give battle. Southern artillery, manned mostly by 
naval personnel under Commander Ebenezer Eerrand and enjoying a clear advan¬ 
tage of position, unleash a devastating plunging fire. The Union vessels scarcely can 
elevate their guns high enough to fire back in return. During a four-hour engage¬ 
ment, Galena is struck 40 times and is seriously damaged, losing 13 killed and 11 
wounded. The Naugatuck also suffers when its 100-pound Parrott gun explodes 
while firing. Wooden gunboats Aroostoock and Port Royal wisely shy away from the 
proceedings and hover out of range. Seriously outgunned and unable to circumvent 
obstacles in his path, Rodgers disengages and limps back to Norfolk—Richmond 
is saved. For heroism under fire. Corporal John B. Mackie also becomes the first 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps eligible for the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

The USS Sea Foam under Matthew Vassar captures the Confederate sloops Sarah 
and New Eagle off Ship Island, Mississippi. 

May 16 

North: The venerable John E. Wool is promoted to major general. 

South: General George B. McClellan establishes his headquarters at the stately 
mansion at the White House, Virginia, on the Pamunkey River. The property was 
formerly owned by General Robert E. Lee. 

Union and Confederate forces clash briefly near Princeton, Virginia. 

General Benjamin E. Butler continues tightening the screws at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, by closing down the newspapers Bee and Delta. 

West: Eederal troops capture the Confederate steamer Daniel E. Miller at Horners- 
ville, Missouri. 

Naval: Union naval forces under Commander Samuel P. Lee ascend the Mississippi 
River, pausing only to bombard Grand Gulf, Mississippi, en route. 

May 17 

South: General Irvin McDowell’s I Corps, stationed at Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
finally is ordered south against the Confederate capital at Richmond, in concert 
with the Army of the Potomac. 

West: Union troops under General Jacob D. Cox commence to move across the Flat 
Top Mountains of western Virginia, with a view toward severing the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad. To prevent this, General Humphrey Marshall assembles two 
brigades under himself and General Henry Heth, with which he prepares to assault 
Cox’s headquarters at Princeton. Marshall plans to attack from the east on the fol¬ 
lowing day while Heth is ordered to strike from the south. But Marshall arrives at 
Princeton that night and, detecting weak Union defenses, attacks and easily captures 
the town with support. He then learns from captured papers that additional Union 
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forces were en route and falls back. Heth never rendezvoused as ordered, but Cox, 
fearing himself outnumbered, withdraws from Princeton completely. Thus the Vir¬ 
ginia and Tennessee Railroad is spared while Humphrey’s aggressive move captures 
29 Union prisoners. 

General Henry W. Halleck continues his snail-like approach to Corinth, Missis¬ 
sippi, stopping today to skirmish with Confederates at Russell’s House. 

Naval: The USS Sebago and Currituck escort the troop transport Seth Low several 
miles down the Pamunkey River, Virginia, forcing Confederates to burn or scuttle 
17 vessels to prevent capture. However, the river at this point becomes so narrow 
that the gunboats are obliged to run backward for several miles before turning their 
bows around. 

The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate sloop Poody off Vermillion Bay, 
Louisiana. 

May 18 

South: General William B. Franklin takes charge of the VI Corps, Army of the 
Potomac, while General Fitz lohn Porter assumes command of the V Corps. 

West: Advancing Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson skirmish with 
General Nathaniel P. Banks at Woodstock, western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Hunchback and Shawsheen capture the Confederate schooner 
Smoot at Potecasi Creek, North Carolina. 

Commander Stephen P. Lee demands the surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
but Confederate general Martin L. Smith defiantly refuses. More than a year will 
lapse before the “Gibraltar of the West” succumbs to Union forces. 

May 19 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln countermands General David Hunter’s 
unauthorized emancipation order as it affects the Department of the South (South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida). 

South: The 4th Georgia attacks a Union landing party along the banks of the James 
River at City Point, Virginia. 

WEST: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson begin to march up the 
Shenandoah Valley toward New Market. 

Union forces under General Isaac F. Quinby sail down the Mississippi River to 
attack Fort Pillow near Memphis, Tennessee. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Unadilla, Pembina, and Ottawa ascend the Stono 
River, South Carolina, and commence bombarding Confederate positions on Cole 
Island. 

The USS Whitehead captures the Confederate schooner Eugenia in Bennet’s 
Creek, North Carolina. 

May 20 

Politics: Congress passes the Homestead Act, which insures settlers 160 acres 
of land if they remain sedentary for five years and work their plots. Southerners 
heretofore opposed the measure fearing it would attract overwhelming numbers of 
antislavery homesteaders to the territories. Three million acres are ultimately dis- 
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tributed among 25,000 citizens by war’s end, which in turn facilitates the oncoming 
tide of western settlement. 

South: Having advanced briefly. General George B. McClellan halts only eight miles 
from the Gonfederate capital at Richmond, Virginia. He then divides the Army of 
the Potomac along both banks of the Chickahominy River while awaiting General 
Irvin McDowell’s I Corps to arrive from Washington, D.C. 

General Erasmus D. Keyes leads the IV Corps in operations at Bottom’s Bridge 
on the Chickahominy River, Virginia. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson’s rapidly moving command swells to 17,000 
men with the addition of General Richard S. Ewell’s contingent in the Luray Valley, 
western Virginia. He determines to apply maximum pressure in the Shenandoah 
Valley to prevent General Nathaniel P. Banks from reinforcing General George B. 
McClellan’s Army of the Potomac. 

Southwest: Union forces reoccupy Tucson in the New Mexico Territory. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Hunchback and Whitehead capture the Confederate 
schooner Winter Shrub in Keel’s Creek, North Carolina. 

The federal gunboat USS Oneida arrives off Vicksburg, Mississippi, and shells 
the town. 

May 21 

South: Stalled eight miles from the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, 
and ignoring his clear numerical superiority over the Confederates, General George 
B. McClellan calls for reinforcements. Meanwhile, the I Corps of General Irvin 
McDowell continues marching overland toward Richmond, Virginia. 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson move northward in the Luray 
Valley via passes in the Massanutten Mountains and approach the isolated Union 
outpost at Fort Royal. His movements are masked effectively by cavalry under Colo¬ 
nel Turner Ashby, which completely confounds Union general Nathaniel P. Banks. 
Naval: Armed boats from the USS Hunchback capture the Confederate schooner 
Winter Shrub at Keel’s Creek, North Carolina. 

May 22 

South: The 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry (Rush’s Lancers) conduct reconnaissance 
operations around the New Castle and Hanovertown ferries, Virginia. 

West: Confederate forces under General Thomas J. Jackson depart Luray Gap and 
advance on Front Royal, western Virginia. He intends to surprise and overwhelm 
the small Union garrison there. 

General Henry W. Halleck continues his leisurely advance toward Corinth, Mis¬ 
sissippi, with reconnaissance probes of nearby luka and Burnsville. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon captures the Confederate steamer Constitution at 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Whitehead captures the Confederate sloop Ella D off Keel’s Creek, 
North Carolina. 

May 23 

South: Ashby Turner is promoted to brigadier general, C.S.A. 
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President Abraham Lincoln arrives at Fredericksburg, Virginia, and confers with 
General Irvin McDowell, whose 20,000 troops suddenly are diverted away from 
Richmond and into the Shenandoah Valley. 

West: A force of 17,000 Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson suddenly 
appears before a rather surprised Union outpost at Front Royal, Virginia. It is 
garrisoned by 1,000 men of the 1st Maryland under Colonel John R. Kenly, who 
remains ignorant of enemy strength and intentions. As the Confederates race down 
the road to engage the defenders. General Richard Taylor is hailed by notorious spy 
Belle Boyd, who relays useful intelligence as to Union dispositions about the town. 
Thus informed, Jackson pushes forward men of his own 1st Maryland, C.S.A., to 
clear Front Royal and prevent Federal troops from burning two valuable bridges. As 
Southerners pour into town and vengeful Marylanders from both sides clash, Kenly 
tries to effect an orderly withdrawal, but his command disintegrates around him. 
A quick pursuit by the 6th Virginia Cavalry nets Kenly and most of his command 
outside Cedarville, three miles distant. Union losses in this unequal struggle amount 
to 904, mostly captured, while Confederate losses are about 50. Both Jackson and 
the main Union army under General Nathaniel P. Banks continue racing north to 
Winchester. 

Federal troops under General Jacob D. Cox defeat Confederate forces of General 
Henry Heth at Lewisburg, western Virginia. 

May 24 

Politics: The defeat at Front Royal stings Union authorities into action, and Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln directs General John C. Fremont to advance into the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley and confront Confederate forces there. General George B. McClellan is 
also advised that promised reinforcements are not forthcoming at this time. 
South: Colonel Richard Rush takes his 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry on a scouting 
mission toward Hanover Court House, Virginia. 

West: Pursuing Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson maneuver to inter¬ 
cept Federal forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks at Newtown, western Virginia, 
but they are slowed by the delaying actions of General John P. Hatch’s Union cavalry. 
Finally brushing aside his opponents, Jackson roughly handles Bank’s rearguard and 
wagon train, taking prisoners and several vehicles. He then trundles up his limp¬ 
ing legions and marches them on this latest rapid excursion toward Winchester. 
Jackson’s alarming success prompts President Abraham Lincoln to order General 
Irwin McDowell to halt at Fredericksburg, Virginia, whereupon he is redirected into 
the Shenandoah Valley. Lincoln hopes that rapid action wiU cut off all Confederate 
escape routes. 

Naval: The USS Bienville seizes the British blockade-runner Stettin off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Amanda and Bainbridge capture the Confederate steamer Swan off the 
Tortugas, Florida. 

May 25 

North: President Abraham Lincoln, chafing over the stalled Union offensive, again 
urges General George B. McClellan to resume advancing. “I think the time is near 
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when you must either attack Richmond or give up the job and come to the defense 
of Washington,” he blithely declares. 

South: The 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry under Lieutenant Frank C. Davis advances 
toward the James River from Bottom’s Bridge, Virginia. 

The Army of the Potomac, slowly advancing on Richmond, Virginia, is divided 
by the Chickahominy River, with three Union Corps on its north bank and two 
below. Confederate commander Joseph E. Johnston, desperate to prevent General 
George B. McClellan from uniting with the 30,000 men of I Corps under General 
Irvin McDowell near Fredericksburg, starts to plan to attack Union forces along 
the river’s north bank. By throwing his whole weight against the separated corps of 
Generals Edwin V. Sumner, William B. Eranklin, and Fitz John Porter, he hopes to 
defeat the Federals in detail before marching north to deal with McDowell. 

West: Elaving prevailed over Union forces below Winchester, General Thomas J. 
Jackson hurriedly marches his weary forces toward another engagement. He even 
disregards his own religious predilection for observing the Sabbath to hurry the 
men forward. Jackson then perceives the 7,000 men of General Nathaniel P. Banks 
deployed along a low range of hills just south of the city, with Colonel Dudley 
Donnelly’s 1st Brigade covering the left flank and Colonel George H. Gordon’s 3rd 
brigade arrayed on the right. Jackson seeks to overpower his adversary quickly and 
sends three brigades of Generals Charles S. Winder, William B. Taliaferro, and John 
A. Campbell against Banks’s center on Bower’s Hill. When these veterans recoil 
from concentrated infantry and artillery fire. General Richard S. Ewell’s division 
likewise is advanced against the Union right while General Richard Taylor’s Louisi¬ 
ana brigade simultaneously hits their left. Taylor leads his men on a wild charge that 
scatters his opponents, and the entire Union line buckles and breaks. Union troops 
then stampede through the town and do not rally until they cross the Potomac River 
into Maryland, 35 miles distant—completely out of the Shenandoah Valley. Jackson, 
lacking sufficient cavalry to pursue, turns south. 

Banks’s tactical ineptitude costs him 62 killed, 329 wounded, and 1,714 missing 
(2,019) while the Confederates barely sustain 400 casualties. During the past three 
days, Jackson captures 3,030 prisoners, 9,000 firearms, and such a trove of quarter¬ 
master stores that Confederates refer to their vanquished adversary as “Commissary 
Banks.” Moreover, Jackson is now poised threateningly only 50 miles from Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., a fact mandating General James Shield’s recall back to Shenandoah. Ulti¬ 
mately, 40,000 Union troops are withheld from service in the Peninsula campaign 
because of Jackson’s success in the Shenandoah Valley. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard decides to abandon Corinth, Mississippi, to 
superior Union numbers and to preserve his army of 50,000 men. He then concocts 
a number of clever stratagems to convince General Henry W. Halleck that the Con¬ 
federates actually are being reinforced and that they intend to fight. 

Naval: Federal and Confederate gunboats exchange fire near the James and Dixon 
Island, Charleston Harbor. 

Colonel Charles Ellet assembles seven steam-powered rams of the Army Missis¬ 
sippi Ram Fleet outside Fort Pillow, Tennessee. There they join the flotilla of Union 
gunboats under Commodore Charles H. Davis, already deployed. 
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May 26 

South: Ambrose P. Hill is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

West: Defeated Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks filter across the 
Potomac River into Williamsport, Maryland. General Thomas J. Jackson’s Con¬ 
federates, meanwhile, occupy Winchester, Virginia, as additional Federal columns 
under General John C. Fremont and Irvin McDowell maneuver to cut his retreat. 
Southwest: The Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department is expanded to include 
Arkansas, the Indian Territory, Missouri, West Louisiana, and Texas. 

Naval: The USS Huron captures the British blockade-runner Cambria off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

The USS Brooklyn, assisted by gunboats Kineo and Katahdin, bombards Grand 
Gulf, Mississippi. 

The USS Pursuit captures the Confederate schooner Andromeda off the Cuban 
coast. 

Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown is ordered to command the armored ram CSS Arkan¬ 
sas at Yazoo City, Mississippi, and oversee its completion. 

May 27 

South: With the Army of the Potomac poised only eight miles from Richmond, 
General George B. McClellan evinces concern for his right flank, situated north 
of the Chickahominy River. His attention specifically is drawn to Hanover Court 
House, a village on the Virginia Central Railroad just south of the Pamunkey River, 
where Confederates allegedly are concentrating in strength. To clear them out, he 
assigns the V Corps under General Fitz John Porter, who braves a heavy downpour 
and muddy roads to reach his objective at noon. The 25th New York, his most 
advanced unit, makes contact with 4,000 men of a North Carolina brigade com¬ 
manded by Lawrence O. Branch, whose 28th North Carolina resists stoutly. Por¬ 
ter feeds additional men into the line and then mistakenly directs them north in 
search of the main Confederate body. Sensing an advantage. Branch orders an all- 
out assault on the Federals to his immediate front, never cognizant of how badly 
outnumbered he is. The Confederates consequently butt up against General John 
H. Martindale’s brigade of Maine and New York troops, assisted by Massachusetts 
artillery. Branch’s men press the Yankees hard and are on the verge of breaking them 
when Porter, hearing the fighting in his rear, hurriedly returns to the scene. The 
North Carolinians yield ground slowly after Branch orders a retreat and fighting 
sputters out once darkness falls. Union forces then tear up the railroad tracks, burn 
some bridges, and retrace their steps. Although the fight at Hanover Court House is 
technically an inconclusive skirmish, it occasions heavy casualties. Porter sustains 62 
killed, 223 wounded, and 70 missing to a Confederate tally of 73 dead, 192 injured, 
and 730 captured. 

West: As Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks continue crossing the 
Potomac River to safety. General Thomas J. Jackson’s Confederates engage their rear 
guard at Loudoun Heights, western Virginia, threatening Harper’s Ferry. 

Naval: The USS Bienville captures the British blockade-runner Patras off Bull’s 
Island, South Carolina. 
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The USS Santiago de Cuba seizes the Confederate schooner Lucy C. Holmes off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

May 28 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis expresses disappointment that General Joseph 
E. Johnston has not commenced an offensive against the much-larger Army of the 
Potomac. Nonetheless, he insists: “We are steadily developing for a great battle, and 
under God’s favor I trust for a decisive victory.” 

West: Skirmishing continues between General Henry W. Halleck and Pierre G. T. 
Beauregard outside Corinth, Mississippi. 

The Confederate Department of West Louisiana is designated under General 
Paul O. Hebert. 

Naval: Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox begins to push legislators to 
abolish the Navy’s rum ration. 

The USS State of Georgia and Victoria capture the Gonfederate steamer Nassau 
off Fort CasweU, North Carolina. 

May 29 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart arrive at Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia, with news that the much-feared approach of General Irvin McDowell’s I Corps 
from the vicinity of Fredericksburg will not materialize. Apparently, the success of 
General Thomas J. Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley has panicked the Northern¬ 
ers, who then order McDowell to redeploy there. This development prompts Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston, commanding Confederate forces in Virginia, to cancel his 
impending lunge at three Union corps on the north bank of the Chickahominy River 
in favor of attacking the remaining two Union corps on the south bank of the river. 

Union forces skirmish outside South Anna River, Virginia, and also capture the 
town of Ashland. 

West: Roughly 50,000 Federal troops under Generals Irvin McDowell, John G. Fre¬ 
mont, and Nathaniel P. Banks begin to concentrate in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, 
western Virginia, to cut off and possibly capture the Gonfederates of General Thomas 
J. Jackson. All are encouraged by an anxious president Abraham Lincoln, who urges, 
“Put in all the speed you can.” But the wily Jackson begins another one of his rapid 
disengagements from Front Royal and rapidly transits south to Winchester. 

Superior Union numbers prompt General Pierre G. T. Beauregard finally to 
abandon Gorinth, Mississippi, and he withdraws 50,000 men toward Tupelo. To 
cover the move, Beauregard orders troops and trains to make as much noise as pos¬ 
sible to give the impression that reinforcements actually are arriving. 

Naval: The USS Keystone captures the British blockade-runner Elizabeth off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Bienville seizes blockade-runners Providence, Rebecca, and La Criolla 
off Charleston, South Carolina. 

May 30 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, anxious for good news from either Rich¬ 
mond or the Shenandoah Valley, urges all his field commanders to fight. 
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South: General Joseph E. Johnston makes a close reconnaissance of Union forces 
looming within 10 miles of Richmond, Virginia, and he observes that they are physi¬ 
cally divided by the rain-swollen Chickahominy River. He decides to concentrate 
51,000 men against the combined 34,000 men of III and IV Corps of General Samuel 
R Heintzelman and Erasmus D. Keyes, now unsupported on the south bank. John¬ 
ston then promulgates a tactically sound if somewhat overcomplicated plan with 
attacks delivered down three main roads, which is designed to catch the Federals 
from three different directions. The main strike forces are commanded by Generals 
James Longstreet, Daniel H. HiU, and Benjamin Huger. However, Johnston’s plan is 
compromised by an overreliance on oral commands, instead of written orders, that 
further complicates matters for his inexperienced troops. 

WEST: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson withdraw from Winchester, 
western Virginia, to avoid being engulfed by three converging Union columns. Gen¬ 
eral Ashby Turner and some Confederate cavalry remain behind as a rear guard. 
However, when a division under Colonel Nathan Kimball approach the town. 
Turner panics and abandons his command. A quick charge by the 1st Rhode Island 
Cavalry recaptures Front Royal, along with 156 Confederate prisoners. The town 
subsequently is secured by Federal troops under General James Shield. 

Union forces under General Henry W. Halleck secure 2,000 Confederate prison¬ 
ers at Corinth, Mississippi, following the withdrawal of General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard. Previously, Beauregard ordered his troops to cook three days of rations to 
give the impression that he was preparing to fight. He also had troops cheer arriving 
trains during evacuation measures to give the appearance that he was receiving 
reinforcements. Halleck thus secured a vital transportation link and severed the 
vital Memphis and Charleston and Mobile and Ohio railroads, but he nonetheless 
is criticized for a dilatory pace while campaigning. It has taken him 30 days to cover 
the 22-mile distance from Pittsburg Landing. 

May 31 

North: Edward R. S. Canby is promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: As Federal forces under General George B. McClellan continue their gla¬ 
cial advance on Richmond, Virginia, topography requires him to split his forces on 
both banks of the rain-swollen Chickahominy River. The raging water then washes 
away all available bridges, and Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston seeks to avail 
himself of an opportunity to destroy the isolated II and IV Corps, under Gener¬ 
als Samuel P. Heintzelman and Erasmus D. Keyes, respectively, on the south bank. 
But the impending Confederate assault, through well planned, remains hobbled 
from the onset by poor staff work and overreliance on verbal orders. Consequently, 
wholesale confusion ensues as the troops of General James Longstreet inadvertently 
assume a line of advance previously assigned to Generals Benjamin Huger and D. 
H. Hill. Hours are lost as the intermingling commands extricate themselves from a 
tangle of regiments, brigades, and divisions. It is not until 1:00 p.m. that Hill’s divi¬ 
sion finally positions itself to strike Union forces in the vicinity of Seven Pines. 

The Confederate attack kicks off amid stiff resistance and heavy casualties. By 
dint of hard fighting. Hill manages to evict General Silas Casey’s Federals from 



1862 


Chronology 161 


their position and storms several batteries, but Union forces promptly re-form and 
establish new lines to the rear. Excited Confederate units continue arriving on the 
battlefield in slovenly order and deliver their assaults piecemeal, so General Keyes 
stems their advance with reinforcements of his own and counterattacks. These are 
repulsed after more severe fighting and Longstreet orders an advance across the line 
to clinch the victory. The hard-charging Southerners drive their opponents from the 
field, but Union resistance proves insurmountable, and their line re-forms anew and 
holds. Fighting finally peters out along the line at about 6:00 p.m., and both sides 
withdraw to lick their wounds and assess damage. 

Johnston’s secondary attack at Fair Oaks fared little better. Here, Union troops 
under the redoubtable general Phil Kearny fiercely resist General W. H. C. Whit¬ 
ing’s advance and expertly repulse him. Meanwhile, troops from General Edwin V. 
Sumner’s II Corps manage to throw a bridge across the Chickahominy and begin to 
funnel into the fracas. These forces have been personally ordered here by General 
George B. McGlellan, who is sick and takes no further part in the fighting. As Whit¬ 
ing’s attack falters again. General Johnston rides up to supervise matters person¬ 
ally, when a musket ball suddenly thuds into his shoulder. Confederate command 
devolves to a dithering General Gustavus W. Smith, who withdraws his remaining 
troops from the field. That evening. Smith reconsiders and issues orders to resume 
fighting on the following day. 

West: Adroit maneuvering by General Thomas J. Jackson extricates his army from 
closing pincers formed by Generals Irwin McDowell and John C. Fremont, and he 
retires in driving rain from Winchester, western Virginia, to Strasburg. 

General Thomas C. Hindman assumes control of the Confederate Trans-Mis¬ 
sissippi Department. 

Naval: The USS Philadelphia captures the Confederate schooner W. F. Harris in 
Core Sound, North Carolina. 

The USS Keystone State captures the British blockade-runner Cora off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

June 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln telegrams and implores General George B. 
McGlellan to “Hold all your ground, or yield any inch by inch and in good order.” 
North: Joseph Hooker is appointed major general, US. Army 

The Department of Virginia is enlarged with General John E. Wool assigned to 
the Middle Department and General John A. Dix to head Fortress Monroe, Virginia; 
all are now under the overall command of General George B. McGlellan. 

South: Confederate forces at Seven Pines, Virginia, resume their offensive against 
the Army of the Potomac. General Gustavus W. Smith orders General D. H. Hill to 
attack, assisted by additional soldiers under General James Longstreet, but once 
again Southern plans miscarry. The Confederates deliver their charges fiercely but in 
piecemeal fashion, which enables Union troops to repulse them. At length. General 
Robert E. Lee arrives from Richmond to succeed Smith, and he orders the battle 
stopped at 1 p.m. Both sides sustain severe casualties: The Southerners, who did 
most of the attacking, lose 980 killed, 4,749 wounded, and 405 missing (6,134) to a 
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Union tally of 790 dead, 3,594 injured, and 647 missing (5,031). The erstwhile cau¬ 
tious McClellan, who retains the battlefield, could claim a tactical victory, but there 
follows one portentous, unforeseen consequence: When the skittish General Smith 
asks to be relieved. President Jefferson Davis assigns Robert E. Lee to succeed him. 
A corner has been turned in the course of military events of the Civil War—and a 
dazzling new chapter is about to unfold. 

WEST: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson and Federals under General 
Irvin McDowell skirmish at Mount Carmel, western Virginia. 

June 2 

West: Union cavalry under General George Bayard brush aside Confederates under 
General Turner Ashby near Woodstock, western Virginia, as the Federal pursuit of 
General Thomas J. Jackson intensifies. 

Union forces under General John Pope cautiously begin to follow General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard’s retreating Confederates at Rienzi, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Unadilla, Pembina, E. B. Hale, Ellen, and Henry Andrew provide 
supporting gunfire as troops land on James Island, South Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Kingfisher are attacked in the AuciUa River, Florida, 
suffering two killed and nine wounded. 

An armed boat from the USS New London captures the Confederate yachts 
Comet and Algerine off Near Basin, Louisiana. 

June 3 

South: Colonel George F. Shepley, 12th Maine, becomes military governor of 
Louisiana. 

WEST: Fort Pillow, Tennessee, below Island No. 10 on the Mississippi River, is aban¬ 
doned by Confederate forces following the fall of Corinth, Mississippi. 

Naval: USS Gem of the Sea captures the blockade-runner Mary Stewart off the 
mouth of the South Santee River, South Carolina. 

The USS Montgomery captures the British schooner Will-o’-the-Wisp off the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, Texas. 

Prolonged bombardment by Federal gunboats on the Mississippi River con¬ 
vinces Confederate defenders to abandon Fort Pillow, Tennessee. The nearby city 
of Memphis likewise is all but undefended, save for a weak Confederate naval 
squadron. 

June 4 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson’s Confederates pause briefly to skirmish at Big 
Bend, western Virginia, as he withdraws southward down the Shenandoah Valley. 

General Ormsby M. Mitchel skirmishes outside Huntsville, Alabama, where he 
begins to threaten Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Southern farmers along the Yazoo River begin to burn vast crops of cotton to 
prevent their capture by advancing Union forces. 

Naval: Fort Pillow on the Mississippi River is abandoned by Confederate 
forces and the gunboat flotilla under Commodore Charles H. Davis completely 
bypasses it. 
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June 5 

Politics: In another deft blow against slavery, the United States formally recog¬ 
nizes the largely black nations of Liberia and Haiti, and President Abraham Lincoln 
appoints diplomatic representatives. 

South: The Union drive on Richmond, Virginia, is stalled by inclement weather 
while Confederates under the heretofore little-known General Robert E. Lee begin 
to gird for a decisive counterstrike. 

The 24th Massachusetts under Colonel Francis A. Osborn fights a pitched battle 
at Tranter’s Creek, North Carolina. 

Naval: Confederates destroy the steamer Havana at Deadman’s Bay, Florida, to pre¬ 
vent its capture by USS Ezilda. 

Having ignored Fort Pillow, Tennessee, four Union gunboats and five rams 
under Commodore Charles H. Davis and Colonel Charles Filet steam down the 
Mississippi River to capture Memphis, Tennessee. 

A tug escorting the USS Benton captures the Confederate steamer Sovereign off 
Island No. 37 in the Mississippi River. 

June 6 

West: Confederate cavalry leader General Ashby Turner is mortally wounded in a 
rearguard action near Harrisonburg, western Virginia. Meanwhile, the main column 
under General Thomas J. Jackson rapidly retrogrades toward Port Republic, cover¬ 
ing over 100 miles in five days. 

Naval: At 4:20 a.m.. Union gunboats under Commodore Charles H. Davis weigh 
anchor off Island No. 45, two miles north of Memphis, Tennessee, and head for 
the city. He commands the ironclads USS Benton, Louisville, Carondelet, Cairo, and 
St. Louis, along with the small but very potent fleet of army rams under Colonel 
Charles Filet. Suddenly, Confederates under Captain James E. Montgomery sortie 
a small squadron of steam rams. General Beauregard, General Bragg, General Price, 
General Van Dorn, General Thompson, Colonel Lovell, Sumter, and Little Rebel. At 
5:40 A.M., contact is established between the opposing armadas, and cannonading 
commences below the city as thousands throng the riverbanks to observe. Davis 
feigns a retreat while Montgomery pursues until he is surprised amidships by EUet’s 
rams sailing downstream, four abreast. A confused and violent melee erupts as the 
majority of Confederate vessels systematically are rammed, disabled by superior 
Union gunfire, and sunk. Only Van Dorn escapes the wreckage and slips down¬ 
stream to safety On the Union side. Queen of the West is rammed and grounds itself 
to prevent sinking. Confederate losses in this lopsided encounter are nearly 100 
killed and wounded with another 100 captured. The only Union casualty. Colonel 
Filet, is wounded superficially by a gunshot through the kneecap and dies two weeks 
later from infection. 

Davis, having dispensed with his adversary, wastes no time claiming Memphis 
as his prize. Two officers row ashore to the city fathers and demand an immediate 
surrender, which is received at 10:00 a.m. Handfuls of Confederate troops under 
General Jeff Thompson slip out of the city beforehand and escape. But all of western 
Tennessee is now firmly in Union hands and Memphis—the Confederacy’s fifth 
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Lithograph by Middleton, Strobridge & Co. In the foreground are various Confederate ships shown sinking, 
burning, and being rammed, with Federal warships in the background. The city of Memphis is in the right 
distance, with a wharf boat by the shore. (Naval Historical Foundation ) 


largest city—functions as a vital staging area for subsequent operations against 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

The USS Pembina captures the Confederate schooner Rowena in the Stono 
River, South Carolina. 

June 7 

South: Federal cavalry patrols reach the outskirts of Richmond, Virginia. 

General Benjamin F. Butler orders Louisianan William B. Mumford hanged for 
removing and destroying the U.S. flag atop the New Orleans Mint. 

West: Federal troops under General Ormsby M. Mitchel attack Confederate positions 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and are repulsed by General Edmund Kirby Smith. 

The important rail center at Jackson, Tennessee, falls to Union forces. 

Naval: The USS Anacostia captures the Confederate sloop Monitor in the Pianka- 
tank River, Virginia. 

The USS Wissahickon and Itasca begin prolonged exchanges of fire with Con¬ 
federate artillery stationed at Grand Gulf, Mississippi. 

June 8 

South: Unionists are defeated in a heavy skirmish on St. John’s Island, South Garo- 
lina, and subsequently withdraw back to Legareville. 

West: The main portion of the Army of the Valley under General Thomas J. Jackson 
reposes at Port Republic, western Virginia, prior to advancing against the Union 
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forces of General James Shields. Early this morning, a surprise raid by Union cav¬ 
alry nearly overruns Jackson’s headquarters in town, capturing three staff officers. 
But quick action by nearby Confederates repulses the Federals, costing them four 
cannon. 

Seven miles away. General Richard S. Ewell’s force of 5,000 men assumes defen¬ 
sive positions at Cross Keys, western Virginia, anticipating a major thrust by Federal 
troops under General John C. Fremont. He deploys his three brigades along the 
crest on the south bank of Mill Creek with artillery concentrated toward his center. 
At length, Fremont approaches Ewell’s position from Port Republic with 12,000 
men and begins a desultory series of artillery exchanges and half-hearted recon¬ 
naissance probes at about 10:00 a.m. Fighting commences in earnest when Union 
troops under General Julius Stahel haphazardly deploy against Ewell’s right and run 
headlong into General Issac R. Trimble’s eager Confederates. The 15th Alabama, in 
particular, allows the Federals to approach their position in a cornfield when they 
suddenly rise up and unleash several crushing volleys at point-blank range. Trimble 
then chases the chastised Yankees down the Keezletown Road even as Union rein¬ 
forcements under General Henry Bohlen’s brigade arrive to assist. 

In the center of Ewell’s line. General Robert H. Milroy advances to contact before 
deciding his position is too strong to carry frontally However, the Confederate right 
experiences increasing pressure from General Robert C. Schenck’s brigade, and 
Ewell dispatches General Richard Taylor’s troops to buttress that flank. But before 
more serious fighting develops, Fremont suddenly orders his units disengaged, and 
he falls back down the Keezletown Road. The Confederates follow cautiously and 
by nightfall occupy the former Union position. Trimble subsequently begs Ewell 
to pursue vigorously but that general, acting under Jackson’s strict instructions, 
maintains his defensive posture. The affair at Cross Keyes is but a skirmish, yet it 
constitutes another timid performance by Fremont. Confederate losses are recorded 
as 288 while the Union suffers 684 casualties, nearly half among the serried ranks 
of the 8th New York. Eater that evening, Ewell prepares to march and join Jackson 
at Port Republic on the following day 

General Irvin McDowell’s I Corps again is ordered to depart the Shenandoah 
Valley and march south to assist the attack on Richmond, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Penobscot burns the Confederate schooner Sereta off Shallotte 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

June 9 

South: General John E. Wool assumes command of the Middle Military Depart¬ 
ment, Virginia. 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson cross a narrow wagon bridge 
over the North River to attack General Erastus B. Tyler’s brigade at Port Republic. 
Tyler arrays his 3,000 men in a line anchored by a seven-gun battery occupying a 
charcoal plant, which stands on a hilltop. As the Stonewall brigade under General 
Charles S. Winder files onto the field at about 7:00 a.m., it receives heavy fire from 
Tyler’s entire force and sustains heavy losses. Nonetheless, he advances to within 
200 yards of the Union line and bravely maintains an unequal contest for an hour. 
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Meanwhile, Jackson orders the Louisiana brigade of General Richard Taylor against 
the Union left to storm their commanding battery on the hill. Braving heavy fire, 
Taylor accomplishes just that, although he loses the captured guns twice before 
prevailing on an excruciating third try. As this drama unfolds, the Stonewall brigade 
recoils in disorder until bolstered by General Richard S. Ewell’s division. By 11:00 
A.M., Tyler, now badly outnumbered, orders a withdrawal, which degenerates into 
a rout. The Union army of General Gharles G. Fremont also makes a late appear¬ 
ance across the river but is unable to intervene because Ewell burned all the bridges 
behind him. Fremont’s troops could only shell the field from afar, which does little 
to assist Tyler’s shattered command. Union losses amount to 1,108, including 558 
prisoners, while the Southerners incur roughly 800 casualties. 

Port Republic, although it reflects somewhat badly on Jackson’s combat leader¬ 
ship, is the sixth and final encounter of his remarkable Valley campaign. Since the 
previous March, Jackson’s infamous “Foot Cavalry,” whose strength peaked at 17,000 
men, have slogged 676 miles, won four pitched battles and several skirmishes, and 
defied aU attempts by 60,000 Federals to snare him. Campaign losses also favor the 
South, amounting to 3,100 Confederates and more than 5,000 Union troops. But 
most important, Jackson’s endeavors repeatedly siphon off manpower assets that 
are badly needed before Richmond. With Fremont and Shields safely disposed of, 
Jackson is now at liberty to depart the Shenandoah Valley and reinforce General 
Robert E. Lee on the Peninsula. “God has been our shield,” he modestly concludes, 
“and to His name be all the glory.” 

The division of Union general James Shields is ordered from the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley to rejoin the I Corps of General Irvin McDowell near Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Naval: The USS Commodore Perry, Shawsheen, and Ceres land and disembark 
troops at Hamilton, North Carolina, capturing the Confederate steamer Wilson in 
the process. 

June 10 

West: The glacial-acting General Henry W. Halleck authorizes General Ulysses S. 
Grant, John Pope, and Don C. Buell to resume heading their respective corps. Grant, 
as the senior leader, rebounds as theater commander and the tempo of events rap¬ 
idly escalates. 

Naval: The Federal gunboats USS Iroquois and Katahdin join Wissahickon and Itasca 
in a concerted bombardment of Grand Gulf, Mississippi. 

The Federal gunboat USS Mound City is damaged by Confederate artillery fire 
eight miles below Saint Charles on the White River, Arkansas. 

June 11 

Diplomatic: British prime minister Lord Palmerston protests the behavior of Gen¬ 
eral William F. Butler toward civilians at New Orleans to U.S. minister Charles F. 
Adams. 

South: General David Hunter, commanding the Department of the South, tempo¬ 
rarily leaves and orders his successor. General Henry W. Benham, to refrain from 
initiating major engagements. 
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West: General John C. Fremont is ordered to withdraw his army from Port Repub¬ 
lic and back to Mount Jackson in western Virginia. 

Southwest: Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill unsuccessfully 
attack a Federal mail escort at Pink Hill, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Susquehanna captures the Confederate blockade-runner Princeton 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The USS Bainhridge captures the Confederate schooner Biagorry in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

June 12 

South: The Army of the Potomac is strengthened by the arrival of a division com¬ 
manded by General George A. McCall. 

At 2:00 A.M., General J. E. B. Stuart bursts into his headquarters and declares: “Gen¬ 
tlemen, in ten minutes every man must be in the saddle.” His 1,200 Virginian troop¬ 
ers then commence a dramatic and celebrated ride from Richmond, Virginia, and 
around the Army of the Potomac. Stuart is tasked with verifying rumors that parts 
of General George B. McClellan’s right flank are “up in the air” to facilitate a new 
Confederate offensive envisioned by General Robert E. Lee. 

To further confuse Northern military intelligence. General Robert E. Lee dis¬ 
patches sizable reinforcements to the Shenandoah region to give the impression of 
a major offensive developing there. 

June 13 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry reach a threshold after passing through Old 
Church, Virginia, on the right flank of General George B. McClellan’s army. En 
route, he tangles briefly with a detachment of the 5th U.S. Cavalry, which results in 
the death of Captain William Latane, 9th Virginia Cavalry—his sole fatality, who is 
subsequently enshrined as a Southern martyr. No Confederate unit had ever pen¬ 
etrated Union lines this far, but rather than retrace his steps, Stuart boldly plunges 
ahead and begins his circuitous ride to fame. 

June 14 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry destroy the bridge over the Chickahominy 
River at Forge Site to prevent a Union pursuit, and they gallop around the Army 
of the Potomac’s left flank. Ironically, Stuart is chased by Federal cavalry under his 
father-in-law and fellow Virginian, Colonel Philip St. George Cooke. 

Naval: The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner Monte¬ 
bello in the Jordan River, Mississippi. 

The tug USS Spitfire captures the Confederate steamer Clara Dolsen in the White 
River, Arkansas. 

June 15 

Politics: With amazing perspicacity. President Abraham Lincoln informs a worried 
general John C. Fremont that Confederate reinforcements headed for the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley are probably a ruse to mask General Thomas J. Jackson’s movement 
toward Richmond, Virginia. 
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South: General Robert E. Lee formally orders General Thomas J. Jackson, then in 
the Shenandoah Valley, to join the Army of Northern Virginia on the Peninsula. Lee 
seeks to annihilate General George B. McGlellan’s army before it can be reinforced 
by General Irvin McDowell’s I Gorps. 

General J. E. B. Stuart gallops into Richmond, Virginia, ahead of his troop¬ 
ers with important military intelligence about the Army of the Potomac, which he 
recently circumnavigated. His 100-mile jaunt captures 165 prisoners, 260 mules 
and horses, and renders him the darling of the Southern press. More significant, he 
brings General Robert E. Lee accurate information about the disposition of Union 
General Eitz John Porter’s V Corps, presently unsupported on the north bank of the 
Chickahominy River. Stuart discerns that Porter’s right flank lies unprotected by 
natural obstacles and is, hence, “in the air.” Lee, eager to break the military impasse 
near Richmond, begins to concoct a plan for Porter’s demise. 

Eederals under General Daniel Sickles advance on Seven Pines, Virginia, skir¬ 
mishing en route. 

West: Union troops under General William T. Sherman skirmish heavily at Tal¬ 
lahatchie Bridge, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Corwin captures the Confederate schooner Starlight on the Poto- 
potank River, Virginia. 

The USS Tahoma and Somerset shell a Confederate lighthouse at St. Mary’s 
River, Elorida, and subsequently land parties ashore, which capture and burn a bat¬ 
tery and a barracks. 

June 16 

South: The remainder of General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry completes its 
spectacular jaunt around the Union army and canters back to Richmond, Virginia. 

At 2:00 A.M., General Henry W. Benham rouses the divisions of General Horatio 
G. Wright and Isaac I. Stevens from their encampment on James Island, a swampy 
neck southwest of Charleston, South Carolina. He then orders them to attack Con¬ 
federate fortifications at nearby Secessionville. This is despite standing orders from 
his commanding officer. General David Hunter, not to initiate major engagements 
during his absence. The local Confederate commander, Colonel Thomas G. Lamar 
of the 1st South Carolina Artillery, is alert to Benham’s intentions and prepares a 
two-mile long position, heavily defended by cannon, to receive the enemy. Possess¬ 
ing but 500 men, Lamar also requests reinforcements from his district commander. 
General Nathan G. Evans. Lederal forces advance stealthily through the darkness, 
manage to capture an entire Confederate picket, and then confront swampy terrain 
that funnels their attack directly toward the Confederate works. At 4:00 a.m., Ben¬ 
ham orders the first wave of his 6,000 men forward, and they are bloodily repulsed 
by Lamar’s six-inch Columbiad cannon. Two more waves also advance and bravely 
struggle up the parapet, but the defenders, reinforced now to a strength of 1,500 
men, easily shoot down their opponents. At length, Benham ceases the slaughter at 
9:30 A.M. and marches back to camp. 

The Battle of Secessionville was a minor disaster for the Union and a setback 
in its campaign to seize Charleston, South Carolina. Benham’s recklessness cost his 
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army 107 killed, 487 wounded, and 80 captured to a Confederate tally of 52 dead, 
144 injured, and 8 missing. Evans is so pleased with Lamar’s performance that his 
fortifications are officially renamed Fort Lamar in his honor. Benham, however, is 
subsequently relieved from command and discharged from uniform the following 
August. 

Naval: The USS Somerset captures the Confederate schooner Curlew off Cedar 
Keys, Florida. 

Confederates sink the steamers Eliza G. and Mary Patterson in the White River, 
Arkansas, to impede the passage of Union vessels. 

June 17 

North: General John C. Fremont resigns his commission rather than be subordi¬ 
nated to General John Pope in the new Army of Virginia. He is replaced by General 
Franz Sigel. 

West: Confederate forces under General Thomas J. Jackson hurriedly march toward 
Richmond, Virginia, to join the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert 
E. Lee. 

General Braxton Bragg, a close friend and confidant of President Jefferson Davis, 
succeeds the General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, who is ailing, as commander of the 
Confederate Western Department. The aggressive Bragg is a capable strategist and 
an accomplished logistician, but his garrulous disposition and indecisive nature 
alienate all but the most faithful subordinates. Many ranking Confederates openly 
loath serving under him. 

Naval: Union forces, assisted by the Federal gunboat USS New London, attack Con¬ 
federate troops at Pass Manchac, Louisiana. 

Captain Charles H. Davis is promoted to commodore and commander of U.S. 
Navy forces along the Mississippi River. 

At the behest of General Henry W. HaUeck, a naval squadron consisting of the 
USS Mound City, St. Louis, Lexington, and Conestoga, engages Confederate batteries 
at St. Charles, Arkansas. Mound City sustains heavy damage when exploding boilers 
kill or wound 10 sailors, but troops land ashore and successfully carry the position. 
Victory here closes off the White River to Confederate traffic. 

June 18 

South: Union general Samuel D. Sturgis receives command of the Reserve Army 
Corps in Virginia. 

WEST: Federal forces under General George W. Morgan advance and occupy the 
Cumberland Gap, where mountain trails connecting Tennessee, Kentucky, and Vir¬ 
ginia strategically converge. This movement also stirs up long-suppressed Union 
sentiments throughout the region. 

Recent adverse developments prompt the garrison of Vicksburg, Mississippi, to 
commence building an extensive network of defensive works. 

Southwest: General Paul O. Hebert takes charge of the Confederate District of 
Texas. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut begins to assemble his squadron and mortar 
boat fleet prior to sailing past the guns of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. 
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June 19 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation outlawing slavery in the 
territories. 

South: The 20th Indiana under Colonel William L. Brown skirmishes along Charles 
City Road outside Richmond, Virginia, before withdrawing. 

At James Island, South Carolina, General Henry W. Benham is arrested for his 
role in the aborted attack upon Secessionville, and the Judge Advocate General’s 
Office, after weighing the evidence against him, strongly recommends that his brig¬ 
adier’s commission be revoked. 

Naval: Commander Matthew R Maury reports to Confederate secretary of the 
navy Stephen R. Mallory of mining operations on the James River. He also men¬ 
tions the use of galvanic batteries and the existence of the CSS Teaser, the first naval 
vessel outfitted as a minelayer. It also carries the first Confederate reconnaissance 
balloon. 

The USS Florida captures the sloop Ventura off Grant’s Pass, Mobile Bay, 
Alabama. 

June 20 

West: General Braxton Bragg arrives at Tupelo, Mississippi, and assumes command 
of the Confederate Western Department from General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. 

A detachment of 3,000 Union troops under General William Thomas boards 
Admiral David G. Farragut’s fleet and heads up the Mississippi River from Baton 
Rouge. He is ordered to establish a base camp opposite Vicksburg, Mississippi, where 
a canal can be cut to permit river traffic to bypass the city’s formidable armament. 
Thomas’s movement induces General Earl Van Dorn, commanding the Department 
of Southern Mississippi, to accelerate fortifying the city. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State captures the British blockade-runner Sarah off 
Gharleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Madgie captures the Confederate schooner Southern Belle near Darien, 
South Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Albatross capture the Confederate steam tug Treaty 
and schooner Louisa off Georgetown, South Carolina. 

The USS Beauregard seizes the British blockade-runner Lucy at Deadman’s 
Point, Florida. 

June 21 

South: Union and Confederate forces skirmish heavily along the Chickahominy 
River near Richmond, Virginia. Expectations for decisive military action mount, 
but the nerve-wracking impasse continues. 

West: General Jeff Thompson’s Gonfederate guerrilla evade a Union attack at Cold- 
water Station, Mississippi. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Crusader and Planter drive up the Wadmelaw 
River, South Carolina, capture Simmons Bluff, and destroy a Confederate encamp¬ 
ment there. 

The USS Bohio captures the Confederate sloop L. Rebecca in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
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June 22 

South: The Sisters of Charity dispatch 30 members to serve as nurses in the Army 
of the Potomac at Fortress Monroe, Virginia. 

Union general Erasmus D. Keyes leads a large reconnaissance party in the vicin¬ 
ity of White Oak Swamp, 16 miles south of Richmond, Virginia. 

June 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, disillusioned by General George B. McGlel- 
lan s fabled cautiousness, ventures to West Point, New York, and confers with former 
general in chief Winfield Scott over strategy. 

South: General Robert E. Lee assembles his commanders at the Dabb’s House near 
Richmond, Virginia, and outlines his offensive against the Army of the Potomac’s 
right wing under General Eitz John Porter. He plans to concentrate no less than 
55,000 men against Porter’s 30,000-strong V Gorps by throwing the combined weight 
of Generals Thomas J. Jackson, James Longstreet, Daniel H. Hill, and Ambrose P. 
Hill at it in a single, coordinated strike. The lynchpin of Confederate hopes falls on 
Jackson’s Army of the Valley, which is expected to force march to the battlefield and 
take Porter from behind once he is pinned down frontally by the others. Concur¬ 
rently, Generals Benjamin Huger and John B. Magruder will fix McClellan’s army 
before Richmond with 25,000 men until Lee’s return. Jackson, who had arrived only 
recently at Richmond alone from the Shenandoah Valley, immediately rejoins his 
command to accelerate its passage. 

West: Union general Benjamin AJvord takes charge of the District of Oregon. 

June 24 

South: Skirmishing erupts as the Army of the Potomac resumes its belated advance 
by pressing down on Mechanicsville, Virginia. Confederate forces evacuate White 
House Landing on their approach. 

West: General Earl Van Dorn continues fortifying Vicksburg, Mississippi, as 3,000 
federal troops begin encamping nearby across the river. 

June 25 

South: The Army of the Potomac edges to within six miles of the Confederate 
capital at Richmond, Virginia, the closest Union forces will approach in three years. 
General George B. McClellan, desiring to place heavy cannon on the outskirts of 
the city and bombard it, orders Oak Grove, a section of swampy, wooded terrain 
to his front, wrested from the enemy. General Samuel P. Heintzelman’s III Corps 
then advances to dislodge the defenders under General Benjamin Huger and heavy 
fighting erupts along the front. General Joseph Hooker’s division also plunges into 
the woods at 8:30 a.m., soon supported by the forces led by General Phil Kearny 
But the Confederates of General Ambrose R. Wright resist stoutly, slowing Hooker’s 
advance and enabling the brigade of General Robert Ransom to arrive and assist. 
The exposed Union brigade under General Daniel E. Sickles suddenly breaks and 
runs for cover, and McClellan next orders all his troops back to their original start¬ 
ing positions. After sorting themselves out and bringing up additional artillery, the 
f ederals advance back upon Oak Grove, methodically raking the Southerners with 
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heavy canister fire. Wright and Ransom both yield ground before darkness enve¬ 
lopes the battlefield and fighting stops. The Union acquires Oak Grove at a cost of 
68 killed, 503 wounded, and 55 missing (626), while the Confederates lose 66 dead, 
362 injured, and 12 missing (441)—a trifling toll in light of what follows. McClellan 
congratulates himself on advancing his front another 600 yards toward Richmond, 
then waxes worried over intelligence that General Thomas J. Jackson s Army of the 
VaUey is approaching. The Army of the Potomac thus concludes its only offensive 
action of the Peninsula campaign; no one could anticipate that the strategic initia¬ 
tive is passing suddenly into Southern hands. 

West: The new Army of Virginia is constituted under General John Pope in western 
Virginia, an amalgam of forces commanded by Generals Irvin McDowell, John C. 
Fremont, and Nathaniel P. Banks. 

To counter the growth of pro-Southern civic organizations, the Union League is 
organized at Pekin, Illinois, to bolster Northern morale and assist the war effort. 

General Thomas Williams division arrives opposite Vicksburg, Mississippi, and 
establishes a base camp near Swampy Toe. 

June 26 

South: Throughout the morning, three Confederate divisions under General James 
Longstreet, Daniel H. HiU, and Ambrose P. Hill concentrate 47,000 men in the vicin¬ 
ity of Mechanicsville, Virginia. Opposing them are the 30,000-man V Corps of 
General Fitz John Porter, strongly entrenched behind Beaver Dam Creek. However, 
Confederate success hinges completely on the arrival of General Thomas J. Jackson’s 
corps in the rear of Union defenses. The Southerners wait patiently for Jackson, 
whose very arrival constitutes the signal to attack, but he fads to materialize or even 
establish contact with other commands. His uncharacteristic dilatoriness proves too 
much for the aggressive A. P. HiU, who orders a frontal assault against Porter at 3:00 
p.M. Well-positioned Union forces experience little difficulty blasting back the enthu¬ 
siastic Confederates, who launch several brave but piecemeal assaults. Three brigades 
are then committed against the Union right, which likewise are slaughtered by the 
concentrated artdlery and musketry fire of General John F. Reynold’s command. 

Meanwhile, Jackson’s exhausted men finally trudge into Pole Green—three 
miles from the scene of fighting—where he expects to confer with other com¬ 
manders. But finding the place deserted with no orders awaiting him, the exhausted 
general orders his fatigued troops into bivouacs. Back at Mechanicsville, President 
Jefferson Davis also makes an unexpected appearance at Lee’s headquarters, just as 
brigade-sized attacks by Generals Dorsey Pender and Roswell Ripley are launched. 
Both men are rebuffed with heavy losses and, with the onset of twilight, the fight¬ 
ing tapers off and stops. Lee’s battle plan misfires spectacularly with a loss of 1,484 
Confederates to 361 Federals. Union forces waged a set piece defense against steep 
odds and prevailed in this, the first of the Seven Day’s Battles—but victory held 
unintended consequences. Lee’s sudden pugnaciousness completely unnerves Gen¬ 
eral George B. McClellan, who suddenly orders the victorious Porter to abandon 
his otherwise strong position. The V Corps is now to concentrate four miles east 
at Gaines’ Mill. 
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In a major move, General George B. McClellan also decides to shift his base of 
operations from the Pamunkey River to Harrison’s Landing on the James River, and 
he implores Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough to send the bulk of his provision 
transports there. This is the first move in what many participants on either side 
begin to ridicule as “the Great Skedaddle.” 

West: The new Federal Army of Virginia under General John Pope assumes respon¬ 
sibility for the former Mountain Department, along with those of the Rappahan¬ 
nock and Shenandoah. General Nathaniel P. Banks commands the II Corps while 
Irvin McDowell is reassigned the III Corps. General Franz Sigel ultimately is tapped 
to succeed John C. Fremont as chief of I Corps. 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Mount Vernon attacks and burns the Confeder¬ 
ate blockade-runner Emily off Wilmington, North Carolina, despite heavy fire from 
nearby Fort Caswell. 

The USS Kensington, accompanied by mortar boats Horace Beals and Sarah 
Bruen, attack and level a Confederate battery at Cole’s Creek on the Mississippi 
River, prior to moving on Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

June 27 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln formally accepts the resignation of the con¬ 
troversial explorer, soldier, and politician John C. Fremont. 

South: The Union V Corps under General Fitz John Porter retires four miles south¬ 
east from Mechanicsville, Virginia, and establishes a new defensive perimeter along 
a swampy plateau near Gaines’ Mill. His 30,000 men deploy in a semicircular line, 
with General George Sykes’s division of U.S. Army regulars holding the right and 
General George W. Morrell’s division on the left and with ample artillery covering 
his center. The position is buttressed further by the presence of Boatswain Swamp 
to the front, itself a nearly impassable obstacle. 

The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee sharply pursues the 
Federals and determines to deliver a crushing blow with 56,000 men. To that end, Lee 
commits the entire division of General Ambrose P. Hill against Porter’s center at 2:30 
P.M., which is staggered by a maelstrom of artillery and musketry fire. A New York 
brigade under Colonel Gouverneur K. Warren also distinguishes itself by slamming 
into the flank of General Maxcy Gregg’s South Carolina brigade and driving them 
off As this transpires. General James Longstreet’s division arrives on the battlefield, 
but he delays attacking pending the arrival of General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps. 
Jackson, who missed the previous day’s fighting at Mechanicsville, performs equally 
poorly this day and fails to position his men before 3:00 p.m. Meanwhile, Lee resumes 
attacking Porter’s line by forwarding divisions under Generals Daniel H. Hill and 
Richard S. Ewell up against Porter’s left while General George E. Pickett’s brigade 
performs a diversionary thrust on the right. Both attacks, bravely delivered, again are 
repulsed bloodily by the withering fire of Sykes’s regulars and supporting cannon. 

Lee’s own sloppy staff work means that he cannot assemble the bulk of his army 
on the field prior to 7:00 p.m. Undeterred by losses, he determines to make a final 
charge on the tiring Pederals, spearheaded by 4,000 fresh troops. Foremost among 
these is the Texas brigade under General John B. Hood, which takes frightful losses yet 
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crashes through Porter’s defenses, netting 14 cannon. This signals the retreat of Union 
forces, which are covered by a suicidal charge of the U.S. 5th and 2nd Cavalry. As the 
victorious but weary Confederates surmount the plateau. Porter withdraws in good 
order toward Chickahominy Creek and closer to General George B. McClellan’s main 
force. Gaines’ Mill proves to be the most sanguine of the Seven Days’ battles, with 
Gonfederate losses of 1,483 dead, 6,401 wounded, and 108 missing (7,993) versus a 
Union tally of 894 killed, 3,114 wounded, and 2,829 captured (6,837). The combined 
might of the Army of Virginia had failed again to destroy an isolated Union corps, 
but Lee’s aggressiveness convinces McGlellan to abandon Richmond altogether and 
retreat toward the James River. The much-vaunted Union offensive unravels. 

West: Federal troops across from Vicksburg, Mississippi, begin digging a canal to 
alter a bend in the Mississippi River. 

General Braxton Bragg directs 3,000 men of General John P. McCown’s division 
to transit by rail from Tupelo, Mississippi, to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and there 
they join the army of General Edmund Kirby-Smith. The movement takes six days 
and proceeds smoothly, which convinces Bragg that larger transfers of men and 
supplies could be shuttled to that theater before Union forces can respond. 

Naval: The USS Bienville captures the Confederate schooner Morning Star off 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Cambridge destroys the blockade-runner Modern Greece off Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina. 

The USS Bohio captures the Confederate sloop Wave near Mobile, Alabama. 

Admiral David G. Farragut formulates plans to run his squadron past the guns 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi. That accomplished, he will unite with the gunboat flotilla 
under Admiral Charles H. Davis on the Mississippi River. 

June 28 

South: General George B. McClellan withdraws from Richmond and bitterly con¬ 
cludes that he is losing the campaign due to a lack of promised reinforcements. 
Meanwhile, the Confederates hastily regroup and reorganize to maintain their stra¬ 
tegic initiative. General Robert E. Lee, having analyzed McClellan’s temperament, 
now orders his army on an intricate march down four different roads in an attempt 
to surround and possibly cripple his opponent. ITe also directs the 11,000-man force 
under General John B. Magruder to harass the withdrawal of Union forces until the 
main Confederate body is brought up. 

Confederate forces under Colonel George T. Anderson attack a small Union 
detachment at Garnett’s and Golding’s farms, Virginia, but they are repulsed in 
heavy fighting. That night, another force under General (and former Confederate 
secretary of state) Robert Toombs also probes the Union line only to suffer another 
defeat. Casualties are recorded as 461 Confederates and 361 Federals. 

Federal forces evacuate James Island, South Carolina, temporarily suspending 
their campaign to capture the city of Charleston. 

West: Colonel Philip Sheridan takes a brigade of Union cavalry to Boonesboro, 20 
miles south of Corinth, Mississippi, and establishes a fortified outpost. Fie is scout¬ 
ing for possible offensive activity by Confederates under General Braxton Bragg. 
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General Earl Van Dorn arrives back at Vicksburg, Mississippi, and resumes con¬ 
trol of the city’s defenses. 

Naval: Navy vessels sortie from their anchorage at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and 
sail to Harrison’s Landing to secure communications for the Army of the Potomac 
as it retires from Richmond. 

The USS Braziliera captures the Confederate schooner Chance off Wassaw 
Sound, Georgia. 

At 2:00 A.M., Admiral David G. Farragut and Commander David D. Porter slip 
their respective commands past Confederate batteries at Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
suffering 15 killed and 30 wounded—a trivial toll considering the heavy ordnance 
poured on them. The mightiest Confederate bastion in the West is about to be 
challenged. 

June 29 

South: The Confederate Department of Alabama and West Florida is disbanded. 

General John B. Magruder, advancing east from Williamsburg, Virginia, with 
11,000 men, cautiously probes the region for Union forces. He is ordered by General 
Robert E. Lee to pursue retreating Federal forces aggressively and possibly to destroy 
their rear guard. Previously, Magruder made arrangements with Generals Thomas 
J. Jackson and Benjamin Huger to provide cover and support for both of his flanks, 
but neither force materializes—Jackson is delayed constructing a bridge over Chicka- 
hominy Creek while Huger’s troops take the wrong road and become lost. Contact 
with Union troops finally is established at Allen’s Farm at about 9:00 a.m., although 
Magruder suddenly finds himself confronting the entire 11 Corps of 26,000 men under 
General Edwin V. Sumner, backed by 40 cannon. He nonetheless attacks and enjoys 
reasonable success until Federal defenses stiffen. Magruder then suspends the battle at 
11:00 A.M. and assumes defensive positions. The equally timorous Sumner then with¬ 
draws to new positions at Savage’s Station and assumes defensive lines of his own. 

Magruder, still unsupported by either Jackson or Huger, cautiously resumes 
his advance at about 4:00 p.m. and, within the hour, tangles with Sumner’s pickets. 
But Sumner, despite the preponderance of his force, declines to attack and simply 
lobs shells at Confederate positions for several hours. Confederate General Richard 
Griffith, reconnoitering Union lines closely, is killed in consequence. Stiff fighting 
then ensues between the divisions of General Lafayette McLaws and John Sedgewick 
until an unexpected thunderstorm erupts at about 9:00 p.m., and combat ceases. 
Thus far, Magruder’s “pursuit” availed him little beyond 626 casualties. Sumner’s 
mishandling of affairs cost him 919 men, and he abandons 2,500 sick and injured 
soldiers before leaving. A major Confederate advance has been stalled. Overnight, 
the 11 Corps withdraws to new positions at White Oak Swamp and Glendale. 
West: General Franz Sigel formally assumes command of the Army of Virginia’s 1 
Corps. 

Naval: The USS Marblehead and Chocura, anchored in the Pamunkey River, Vir¬ 
ginia, provide cover fire for the Army of the Potomac as it withdraws from the 
vicinity of White House. Transports and armed escorts also sortie up the James and 
Chickahominy rivers in support of General George B. McClellan. 
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The USS Susquehanna and Kanawha capture the British blockade-runner Ann 
off Mobile, Alabama. 

The Federal gunboat USS Lexington takes fire from Confederate forces on the 
White River, Arkansas, near St. Charles. 

June 30 

South: General Robert E. Lee, intent on destroying at least a portion of General 
George B. McGlellan’s Army of the Potomac, issues another set of complicated attack 
plans to catch the fleeing Federals in a pincer at Glendale, near the junctions of the 
Charles City Road, Long Bridge Road, and Quaker Road. Orders then are sent out to 
the divisions of John B. Magruder, Benjamin Huger, Thomas J. Jackson, James Long- 
street, and Ambrose P. Hill to converge on Union forces from front, flank, and rear, 
crushing them. But, once again, Lee is stymied by inept staff work, and his strategy 
quickly goes awry. Magruder, for his part, becomes lost and spends the entire day 
marching to and fro behind Confederate lines without seeing action. Huger likewise 
is unable to surmount obstacles placed in his path along the Charles City Road, and 
he fails to advance in time. The usually astute Jackson then turns in one of the most 
lethargic performances of his career by simply remaining north of White Oak Swamp 
and swapping cannonballs with General William B. Franklin’s VI Corps. By 4:00 p.m. 
that afternoon, an exasperated Lee could count only 19,000 men of Longstreet’s and 
Hill’s divisions on the field, and these are seriously depleted by previous fighting. 

At length, Longstreet and Hill charge the center of the Union line, posted behind 
White Oak Swamp Creek, and crash into the division of General George A. McCall, 
capturing him. But before they can exploit their advantage and seize a vital cross¬ 
roads, fresh forces under Generals Joseph Hooker, Phil Kearney, and John Sedgewick 
rush up to engage them. Savage hand-to-hand fighting finally evicts the Gonfeder- 
ates and fighting concludes with nightfall. The Union line of retreat is saved. Lee’s 
losses at White Oak are 638 dead, 2,814 wounded, and 221 missing (3,673) while 
McClellan sustains 297 killed, 1,696 wounded, and 1,804 missing (3,797). Despite 
a fine performance by his troops, the Union leader continues shifting his base of 
operations toward Harrison’s Landing on the James River and assumes new defen¬ 
sive positions along Malvern Hill, two miles distant. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina is detached from the South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron to join the Wyandotte off Mosquito Inlet, New Smyrna, Florida, recently 
used by blockade-runners from Nassau. 

The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate brig Model in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The Federal gunboat USS Lexington trades fire with Gonfederate batteries on 
the White River, Arkansas. 

July 1 

Politics: To meet mounting wartime expenditures. President Lincoln raises the 
federal income tax to 3 percent on incomes of more than $600 per annum. (The 
first income tax passed in 1861 was never enacted). The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
is also founded to collect the levies. Gongress then passes the Pacific Railway Act, 
authorizing construction of the first transcontinental railroad. 
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South: Unable to destroy the Army of the Potomac at White Oak Swamp the pre¬ 
vious day, General Robert E. Lee is convinced that, nevertheless. General George 
B. McClellan’s force is demoralized by the sledgehammer blows he has dealt them. 
Now, with Union forces poised to reach Harrison’s Landing on the James River 
safely, he hopes to deliver one last and possibly crushing blow against them at Mal¬ 
vern HiU, a 150-foot high-rise flanked by swamps and other obstacles. That position 
is defended ably by the V Corps of General Fitz John Porter, who arrays his troops 
in a defensive semicircle along its crest. Porter’s secure flanks also promise to fun¬ 
nel any Confederate assault directly up the center of his waiting line, crowned by 
100 pieces of field artillery. The approach is covered further by a thick belt of skir¬ 
mishers from Colonel Hiram Berdan’s elite regiment of green-clad sharpshooters. 
Finally, even if endangered. Porter could call on any one of four Union additional 
corps deployed to his rear for assistance. 

Confederate general Daniel H. HiU, on surveying the obvious strength of Porter’s 
position, advises Lee to relent, but the general remains determined to attack. Orders 
then go out for the divisions of General Thomas J. Jackson to deploy against the Union 
left, that of John B. Magruder to hit their center and of Benjamin Huger’s to assail 
their right. General James Longstreet, meanwhile, strongly suggests that Confeder¬ 
ate artillery be massed along either flank and pointed at the center to catch Union 
gunners in a crossfire. However, as happened repeatedly all week, Lee’s sound plan 
is vexed and undone due to staff errors and misunderstandings. Magruder becomes 
lost again, countermarching fruitlessly for several hours, and he arrives to find that 
his position has been taken up by Huger. The Confederate attack, when it developed 
at 1:00 P.M., is also delivered piecemeal and subject to defeat in detail. The heavy 
Southern columns present exceUent targets to Porter’s well-driUed gunners, who rip 
their formation apart with a deluge of shot, canister, and grape. For several hours, the 
valiant gray coats fling themselves at the Union position, only to be blasted downhiU 
in tangled heaps. The one-sided slaughter continues until darkness finally closes the 
contest. Lee’s final lunge at McClellan proves catastrophic: His troops sustain losses 
totaling 869 killed, 4,241 wounded, and 540 missing (5,650) while Union casualties 
amount to 314 dead, 1,875 wounded, and 818 missing (3,007). A stunned general 
Daniel H. Hill characterizes Malvern Hill not as war; rather, he says, “it was murder.” 
Porter and other Union generals implore McClellan to counterattack immediately 
and to resume the drive on Richmond, but he characteristically refuses. The Army 
of the Potomac then withdraws a final five miles overnight and reestablishes itself at 
Harrison’s Landing, safely under the guns of the Union navy. 

The Seven Days’ campaign reaches its bloody conclusion with Union forces 
pushed far from the Southern capital. The Confederacy is preserved for another 
three and a half years at a cost of 3,286 killed, 15,909 wounded, and 946 missing 
(20,141). The Army of the Potomac, which handles itself well under excruciating 
circumstances—not the least of which is McClellan’s timorous leadership—loses 
1,734 dead, 8,062 injured, and 6,063 missing (15,849). Most important of all, the 
campaign defines General Robert E. Lee as an assertive, imaginative, and offen¬ 
sive-minded battle captain, much given to bold and calculated risks. Warfare in the 
eastern theater now largely revolves around his actions. 
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West: Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan engage a larger force of 
4,700 Confederates under General James R. Chalmers at Booneville, Mississippi, 20 
miles south of Corinth. Chalmers presses hard against Sheridan’s pickets, carrying 
the latest Colt revolving rifles, and they make little headway. But Sheridan, while 
badly outnumbered, orders his 2nd Michigan and 2nd Iowa Cavalry to slip around 
Chalmer’s line and attack his rear. When this move finally transpires at about 3:30 
P.M., the Confederates are unnerved completely and withdraw in good order, hotly 
pursued by Federal troopers. Only 728 Union troops are engaged in this fine defen¬ 
sive action, and they lose one killed, 24 wounded, and 16 missing. Sheridan report¬ 
edly counts 65 Confederate dead on the field. Moreover, his aggressive handling 
of troops catches the attention of General Henry W. Halleck, who arranges for a 
promotion to brigadier general 10 weeks hence. 

Naval: Commodore John Rodgers directs naval cannon fire from the gunboats 
Galena, Aroostook, and Jacob Bell against General Robert E. Lee’s right flank at Mal¬ 
vern HiU, Virginia, facilitating the final Union withdrawal. 

The USS DeSoto captures the British schooner William off Sabine Pass, Texas. 
The Western Flotilla under Commodore Charles H. Davis unites with the naval 
expedition of Admiral David G. Farragut above Vicksburg, Mississippi. Freshwater 
and saltwater squadrons thereby are joined for the first time after remarkable efforts 
by both. 

July 2 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes the “Ironclad test oath” to 
extract loyalty from all federal employees, and the oath eventually is extended to 
include federal contractors, attorneys, jurors, and passport applicants. Further¬ 
more, citizens in Federal-occupied regions of the South likewise are required to 
pledge their allegiance. Lincoln also signs the Land Grant College Act (or Mor¬ 
rill Act), which transfers public lands to educational institutions throughout the 
North. 

South: General George B. McClellan concludes his overall withdrawal to Harrison’s 
Landing, Virginia, derided by many as the “Great Skedaddle.” 

WEST: The Confederate districts of the Mississippi and of the Gulf are constituted 
under Generals Earl Van Dorn and John H. Forney, respectively. 

Naval: The USS Western World captures the British blockade-runner Volante in 
Winyah Bay, South Carolina. 

July 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and General George B. McClellan both 
endure a firestorm of criticism and recrimination over the recent Peninsula cam¬ 
paign’s failure. 

WEST: General Sterling Price becomes commander of the Confederate Army of the 
West. 

Naval: The USS Quaker City captures the British blockade-runner Lilia off Hole- 
in-the-Wall, Virginia. 

The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate schooner Sarah off Sabine Pass, 
Texas. 



1862 


Chronology 179 


July 4 

Politics: General George B. McClellan again advises President Abraham Lincoln 
that the objective of military operations should be the preservation of the Union, 
not the elimination of slavery. 

North: Philip Kearny, Fitz John Porter, and John Sedgwick are each appointed 
major general, U.S. Army 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan depart Knoxville, Ten¬ 
nessee, with 867 troopers, starting the first of three celebrated raids. Morgan’s objec¬ 
tive is the town of Gallatin, Tennessee, where he intends to cut the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad, then supplying the army of General Don C. Buell. 

Southwest: Pro-union German settlers under Fritz Teneger rally at Bear Creek, 
Texas, and organize three armed companies for their own protection. 

Naval: The USS Maratanza attacks and captures CSS Teaser at ITaxah’s on the 
James River, Virginia, as it lays torpedoes. The vessel was also preparing to conduct 
balloon reconnaissance operations with a device stitched together from old silk 
frocks. 

The USS Rhode Island captures the British blockade-runner R. O. Bryan off the 
Texas coast. 

July 5 

West: General WiUiam J. Hardee temporarily takes charge of the Army of the Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

Naval: The U.S. Navy Department is reorganized by Act of Congress into eight divi¬ 
sions: Yards and Docks, Equipment and Recruiting, Navigation, Ordnance, Con¬ 
struction and Repair, Steam Engineering, Provisions and Clothing, and Medicine 
and Surgery 

The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate sloop Elizabeth off the Louisiana 
coast. 

July 6 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside sails from the Department of North Carolina 
with reinforcements slated for the Army of the Potomac, Virginia. His successor is 
General John G. Foster. 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest begins to assemble cavalry in Mississippi for an 
extended raid through Tennessee. 

Naval: Commodore John Wilkes assumes command of the James River FlotiJJa, 
presentJy a division within the North AtJantic BJockading Squadron under Com¬ 
modore Louis M. Goldsborough. 

July 7 

South: President Abraham Lincoln visits General George B. McClellan at Harrison’s 
Landing, Virginia, to discuss recent events. The general blames his recent setback on 
a lack of promised reinforcements, and he also urges the president to adopt more 
conservative approaches to both strategy—and politics. 

West: Union forces under Generals Samuel R. Curtis and Frederick Steele defeat a 
body of Confederates at Cache, Arkansas. 
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Naval: The James River Flotilla under Commodore John Rodgers actively escorts 
and convoys army transports supporting the Army of the Potomac, Virginia. 

The USS Tahoma captures the Confederate schooner Uncle Mose off Yucatan 
Bank, Mexico. 

The USS Quaker City and Huntsville seize the British schooner Adela off the 
Bahama Islands. 

July 8 

WEST: Federal troops attack a camp occupied by Confederate guerrilla William C. 
Quantrill at Pleasant Hill, Missouri. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln arrives onboard the USS Areil at Harrison’s 
Landing, Virginia. 

Armed boats from the USS Flag and Restless capture the blockade-runner Emilie 
in Bulls Bay, South Carolina. 

July 9 

West: Tompkinsville, Kentucky, is captured by Confederate cavalry under Colonel 
John H. Morgan, along with 400 Union prisoners. 

Naval: An expedition consisting of Federal gunboats USS Commodore Perry, Shaw- 
sheen, and Ceres steams up the Roanoke River, North Carolina, and captures the 
town of Hamilton, along with the Confederate steamer Wilson. 

The USS Arthur captures the Confederate schooner Reindeer off Aransas Pass, 
Texas. 

July 10 

WEST: The newly designated Army of Virginia under General John Pope positions 
itself in the Shenandoah Valley and reminds inhabitants of their obligation to assist 
Union efforts. He also promises harsh justice for any treasonable or harmful activi¬ 
ties against military personnel. 

Confederate raider Colonel John H. Morgan captures a Union depot at Glasgow, 
Kentucky, and issues a dispatch urging inhabitants to “rise and arm, and drive the 
Hessian invaders from their soil.” 

Union forces apprehend 90 Confederate guerrillas as they drill between Gallatin 
and Hartsville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Arthur apprehends the Confederate sloop Belle Italia at Aransas 
Pass, Texas, while the sloop Monte Christo is burned to prevent capture. 

July 11 

Political: Congress authorizes compensation for the families of Union sailors 
killed in the action against the CSS Virginia at Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

North: General Henry W. Halleck gains appointment as general in chief of Union 
forces. 

WEST: Colonel John H. Morgan’s occupation of Lebanon, Kentucky, alarms the 
countryside as far as Cincinnati, Ohio, Evansville, Indiana, and neighboring Lex¬ 
ington and Louisville. 
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July 12 

North: The Congressional Medal of Honor, established in 1861 to honor naval 
personnel, is expanded to include soldiers. 

WEST: Union forces under General Samuel R. Curtis arrive at Helena, Arkansas, 
from Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Mercedita captures Confederate blockade-runners Victoria and Ida 
off Hole-in-the-Wall, Abaco, Bahamas. 

Faced with falling water levels on the Yazoo River, the large Confederate ironclad 
CSS Arkansas, under Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown, sorties into the Mississippi River 
and steams south toward Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

July 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln seeks congressional action to compensate 
states that are willing to abolish slavery voluntarily. He also informs Secretary 
of State William H. Seward and Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles of his 
intention to read an initial “emancipation proclamation” to the full cabinet on 
July 22. 

South: Having skirmished with Confederates forces. Union troops burn a bridge 
along the Rapidan River, Virginia. 

West: Colonel Nathan B. Forrest and 1,000 Confederate cavalry capture Mur¬ 
freesboro, Tennessee, by defeating a Union garrison of 1,200 men. He does so by 
overrunning the camps of the 9th Michigan and 7th Pennsylvania Cavalry before 
bluffing the still intact 3rd Minnesota to surrender. “I did not come here to make 
a half job of it,” he declares to subordinates after being warned about approaching 
reinforcements, “I intend to have them all.” Union casualties are 29 killed and 120 
wounded while Forrest suffers 25 killed and about 50 wounded. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan raid the vicinity of Har- 
rodsburg, Kentucky. 

All remaining Missouri State Guard troops east of the Mississippi River are 
ordered home to become part of the army under General Thomas C. Hindman. 

July 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves legislation for a Federal pension sys¬ 
tem to assist all widows and children of Union soldiers killed in the war. Meanwhile, 
20 representatives from border states announce their opposition to the president’s 
compensated emancipation plan. 

South: Richard H. Anderson is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

West: General John Pope rallies soldiers of his Army of Virginia in declaring that 
“The strongest position a soldier should desire to occupy is one from which he can 
most easily advance against the enemy.” He then positions his men between Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., and Confederate forces to draw their attention from General George 
B. McClellan. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan skirmish with Union forces 
at Mackville, Kentucky. 
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July 15 

Southwest: Apaches under Mangas Coloradas and Cochise engage California 
troops at the Battle of Apache Pass, New Mexico Territory. 

Naval: Union vessels USS Carondelet, Tyler, and Queen of the West under Cap¬ 
tain Charles H. Davis attack the newly huilt Confederate ironclad CSS Arkansas 
under Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown once it emerges from the Yazoo River onto the 
Mississippi. After a heavy exchange of fire, which badly damages Carondelet and 
Tyler, Arkansas dashes through 16 Union vessels comprising Commodore David 
G. Farragut’s blockading fleet and steams unscathed on to Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
Brown then anchors safely under the city’s big guns, but Farragut, angered over 
being surprised, directs his fleet past Vicksburg in broad daylight and attacks the 
Confederate intruder. Both sides sustain damage, but the Arkansas remains afloat 
and a menace to Union shipping throughout the region. In light of falling water 
levels on the Mississippi, Farragut continues to New Orleans to recoup his losses. 
Moreover, Davis’s mishandling of the Arkansas sortie leads to his eventual replace¬ 
ment by David D. Porter. 

July 16 

Diplomacy: Confederate agent John Slidell requests the French government under 
Emperor Napoleon III to grant diplomatic recognition. 

Politics: The western gunboat fleet, constructed and managed by the War Depart¬ 
ment, is formally transferred by Congress to the Navy Department. 

North: Alfred Pleasonton is appointed brigadier general of cavalry. 

WEST: General Ulysses S. Grant has his District of West Tennessee enlarged to 
include the District of the Mississippi and the two armies they contain. 
Southwest: General Theophilus H. Holmes becomes commander of the Confeder¬ 
ate Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Naval: David G. Farragut is formally promoted to rear admiral by Congress, the 
first officer in United States naval history to hold that rank. President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln also signs legislation conferring similar promotions on all sitting flag officers. 
The USS Huntsville captures the British schooner Agnes off Abaco, Bahamas. 

July 17 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves the Second Confiscation Act, which 
mandates freedom for any African-American slaves reaching Union lines. Those 
wishing to emigrate from the United States will also receive assistance. Various kinds 
of property useful to the Confederate war effort also are subject to seizure. However, 
escaped slaves in loyal, border states remain subject to return under the Fugitive 
Slave Law. 

The second session of the 37th Congress adjourns. 

South: General John Pope’s Federal troops capture Gordonsville, Virginia, then 
functioning as a Confederate supply base. 

General Daniel H. Hill transfers to the Department of North Carolina. 

WEST: Following General Henry S. Halleck’s departure for Washington, D.C., Gen¬ 
eral Ulysses S. Grant formally resumes his role as commander of troops in the west¬ 
ern theater. 



1862 


Chronology 183 


Naval: An armed party of sailors and marines from USS Potomac, New London, 
and Grey Cloud ascends the Pascagoula River, Mississippi, on an expedition, but it 
is turned back by Confederate cavalry. 

July 18 

West: A small party of Confederate raiders under Captain Adam R. Johnson 
cross the Ohio River and briefly seize the town of Newburg, Indiana. He then 
employs two fake cannon constructed from stove pipes across the river to bluff 
local Indiana Home Guards into compliance lest he “shell” the town. After 
absconding with guns stored in the Federal arsenal there, the raiders slip quickly 
back across the river, chased and shelled by a Union gunboat. Hereafter, Johnson 
is convivially nicknamed “Stovepipe.” Two Union soldiers are wounded in the 
raid, which prompts Governor Oliver P. Morton to wire the War Department for 
reinforcements. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan attack and capture the 
town of Cynthiana, Kentucky, leaving 17 Union and 24 Confederate soldiers dead. 
He also seizes 400 prisoners. 

The Confederate Department No. 2 is enlarged to include Mississippi, East 
Louisiana, and West Florida. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles directs naval flag officers to select three 
enlisted boys annually to become candidates at the U.S. Naval Academy. 

July 19 

Politics: Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, composes a letter to 
President Abraham Lincoln and calls on him to free the slaves as a means of weak¬ 
ening the Confederacy. 

John S. Phelps of Missouri is named military governor of Arkansas. 

Naval: The U.S. Congress approves a pension bill guaranteeing a lifetime subsidy 
to all naval personnel injured in the line of duty. 

A Confederate court of inquiry acquits Commodore Josiah Tattnall for his 
destruction of the CSS Virginia on May 11,1862. 

July 20 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan s raiders are surprised by Union cavalry at Owens- 
ville, Kentucky, and are dispersed. 

July 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln discusses with the cabinet the possible 
employment of African-American soldiers. No action is taken. 

South: Nathan B. Forrest is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: Union forces occupy Luray in western Virginia. 

The Confederate Army of Mississippi under General Braxton Bragg advances 
toward Chattanooga, Tennessee, while command of the District of Tennessee reverts 
to General Sterling Price. 

Naval: The USS Huntsville captures the Gonfederate steamer Reliance in the Bahama 
Channel. 
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Federal steamers Clara Dolsen and Rob Roy, along with the tug Restless, embark 
troops at Cairo, Illinois, and transport them to nearby Evansville prior to recaptur¬ 
ing Henderson, Kentucky, from Confederate irregulars. 

The transport USS Sallie Woods is destroyed by Confederate artillery at Argyle 
Landing on the Mississippi River. 

July 22 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln unveils a draft of his Emancipation Proc¬ 
lamation to his cabinet, stipulating a grant of freedom to all African Americans 
held in bondage throughout the Confederacy. However, he heeds Secretary of State 
William H. Seward’s advice to postpone the document’s unveiling until after a sig¬ 
nificant military victory by the North. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton also 
announces that the army can appropriate personal property for military purposes 
and also employ any freed African Americans as paid laborers. 

Eederal and Confederate officials reach agreement on a cartel for exchanging 
prisoners of war. It functions effectively until the fall of 1863 when Union com¬ 
plaints over the treatment of black soldiers force its cancellation. 

West: Generals John A. Dix and Ambrose E. Burnside assume command of the VII 
and IX Corps, respectively, in the Department of Virginia. 

Confederate raiders under Colonel John H. Morgan return to Livingston, Ten¬ 
nessee, after a spectacular raid through Kentucky. The Federals also learn that a 
Confederate operative working for Morgan had tapped into their telegraph lines 
and intercepted army dispatches for the past 12 days. 

Naval: The USS Essex under Captain William B. Porter, accompanied by the ram 
Queen of the West, resumes attacking the Confederate ironclad CSS Arkansas off 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Both Union vessels are driven off without seriously damag¬ 
ing their opponent, which defiantly steams past Vicksburg’s batteries, challenging its 
opponents to fight. Queen of the West nonetheless strikes the ironclad with a heavy 
broadside and damages its engines before the action concludes. 

July 23 

North: General Henry W. Halleck, newly arrived as general in chief in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., discusses the possibility of joint operations between Generals George B. 
McGlellan and John Pope. 

South: Union cavalry under Colonel Hugh J. Kirkpatrick, advancing from Ered- 
ericksburg, Virginia, raid Confederate supplies gathered at Carmel Church until 
driven back by General J. E. B. Stuart. 

WEST: General John Pope tightens restriction on the inhabitants of the Shenandoah 
region by insisting that all military-age males take an oath of allegiance or face 
deportation to the South. Violators, if caught, would be summarily executed and 
their property would be confiscated. 

General Braxton Bragg skillfully transfers by rail 31,000 Confederate troops 
from Tupelo, Mississippi, to Chattanooga, Tennessee—a distance of 776 miles—in 
the largest Confederate railroad movement of the war. By invading Kentucky, both 
Bragg and General Edmund Kirby-Smith intend to take the Union Army of the 
Ohio from behind. However, in his place Bragg leaves behind two independent 
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commands: Generals Sterling Price at Tupelo and Earl Van Dorn at Vicksburg, each 
with 16,000 men apiece. A clear line of authority between the two headstrong lead¬ 
ers is never clearly established, again with detrimental effects for the South. 

July 24 

Politics: Martin Van Buren, the eighth president of the United States, dies in Kin- 
derhook. New York, aged 80 years. 

South: Fitzhugh Lee is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Union forces attack and rout a Confederate detachment at Benton’s Ferry, 
Louisiana. 

Federal troops under General John Gibbon commence the reconnoitering of 
Orange Court FFouse, Virginia, from Fredericksburg. 

General John G. Foster initiates a Union overland campaign against Trenton, 
North Carolina, from New Bern. 

Naval: Falling water levels on the Mississippi River and rising sickness induce 
Admiral David G. Farragut to remove his squadron from below Vicksburg, Mis¬ 
sissippi, to New Orleans, Louisiana, following a two-month hiatus. FFis experience 
outside Vicksburg has convinced him that naval forces alone can never take the city. 
That will require the services of a large, well-equipped army. 

The gunboat flotilla of Admiral Charles H. Davis on the Mississippi River 
steams off toward FFelena, Arkansas, from which a steady flow of men and sup¬ 
plies from Texas and Arkansas originates. Both Davis and General Samuel R. Cur¬ 
tis plan sweeping raids along the Arkansas shore and interdict enemy lines of 
communication. 

The USS Octorara captures the British blockade-runner Tubal Cain off Savan¬ 
nah, Georgia. 

The USS Quaker City captures the blockade-runner Orion off Key West, 
Florida. 

July 25 

South: J. E. B. Stuart is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler penetrate 70 miles 
behind Union lines from Holly Springs, Mississippi, and attacks bridges and com¬ 
munications. 

Naval: The Confederate steamer Cuba skirts the Union blockade and enters Mobile, 
Alabama. 

July 26 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s men compel a Federal retreat from Spangler’s Mill 
at Jonesboro, Alabama. 

Naval: Confederates burn the Union schooner Louisia Reed in the James River. 

The Southern steamer Romain successfully runs the Union blockade off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

July 27 

North: John Buford is appointed brigadier general of cavalry, U.S. Army 
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Naval: The USS Yankee and Satellite capture the Confederate schooner /. W. Sturges 
in Chippoak Creek, Virginia. 

July 28 

Politics: Confederate governors of Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana appeal 
to President Jefferson Davis for men, supplies, money, and a senior commanding 
general to bolster their military defenses. 

South: Richard Taylor is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

Captain Charles D. Sanford conducts the 12th Massachusetts Cavalry on a 
reconnaissance expedition from Bachelder’s Creek, North Carolina, down the Neuse 
River Road. 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan’s raiders arrive at Livingston, Tennessee. 

Confederate forces are ejected from Bollinger’s Mills, Missouri, by Federal 
troops. 

Naval: The USS Hatteras captures the Confederate brig Josephine off Ship Shoal, 
Louisiana. 

July 29 

South: General John Pope departs Washington, D.C., to join the Army of Virginia 
in the field. 

WEST: Federal authorities arrest Confederate spy Bell Boyd at Warrenton, Virginia, 
and she is sent to the Old Capital Prison in Washington, D.C. 

Advance elements of the Confederate Army of Mississippi arrive at Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, constituting a strategic transfer of resources from the Deep South back 
to its center. General Braxton Bragg skillfully cobbles together a force of 30,000 men 
there for an offensive into Kentucky. 

Confederate cavalry rout General John Logan’s troopers at FFatchie Bottom, 
Tennessee. 

Union forces rout Confederate defenders at Moore’s Mills, Missouri, inflicting 
62 killed and 100 wounded for a Northern loss of 16 dead and 30 injured. 

Naval: Ship “290,” christened Enrica, departs Liverpool, England, ostensibly for sea 
trials. It actually is headed for Nassau for service with the Confederate navy as the 
infamous commerce raider CSS Alabama. 

The USS Mount Vernon and Mystic capture the British blockade-runner Napier 
near Wilmington, North Carolina. 

July 30 

South: General George B. McClellan, commanding the Army of the Potomac, Virginia, 
receives orders to transfer all sick and wounded soldiers from Harrison’s Landing. This 
is a preliminary step for relocating his entire command back to Washington, D.C. 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, General Benjamin Butler further roils public sen¬ 
timents by confiscating a load of church bells cast in Boston; he orders them 
auctioned. 

Southwest: Major Alfred Hobby arrives at Corpus Christi, Texas, with 300 men 
of the 8th Texas. His purpose is to guard the town against attacks mounted by the 
offshore Union squadron under Captain John W. Kittredge. 



1862 


Chronology 187 


July 31 

Diplomacy: U.S. minister Charles F. Adams badgers Foreign Secretary Lord Rus¬ 
sell not to allow the newly launched Enrica (the future CSS Alabama) to leave port. 
The British government dithers for five days before Lord Russell issues the requested 
orders, but Confederate agents slip aboard and it sails away under the pretense of con¬ 
ducting sea trials. Ultimately, this vessel accounts for the destruction of 60 Union mer¬ 
chant ships and becomes a major source of friction between the two governments. 
Politics: President Jefferson Davis directs that any Union officer captured from 
General John Pope’s Army of Virginia is to be treated as a felon. This is in retaliation 
for the order that hostile Southern citizens should be shot for treason under Pope’s 
draconian administration of the Shenandoah Valley. 

West: General Braxton Bragg and Genevoe Edmund Kirby-Smith confer at Chat¬ 
tanooga, Tennessee, and hammer out a strategy for the upcoming campaign in 
Kentucky. The former, while senior, fails to exert his authority over Kirby-Smith, 
who insists on a virtually independent command. The Confederate offensive thus 
is compromised from the onset and promises to be poorly coordinated. 

Naval: The USS Cimarron engages a Confederate battery at Coggin’s Point, Vir¬ 
ginia, after it sinks two army transports. 

The USS Magnolia captures the Confederate steamer Memphis off Cape Romain, 
South Carolina. 

August 1 

North: George Crook is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army 
South: Federal and Confederate artillery duels at Harrison’s Landing, Virginia. 
West: A heavy skirmish erupts at Newark, Missouri, with Confederates losing 100 
killed and wounded while capturing 70 Union troops. 

Southwest: Fritz Teneger convinces 65 pro-Union German settlers at Turtle Creek, 
Texas, to cross the Rio Grande into Mexico, sail to New Orleans, and join the Union 
army there. When Confederate authorities learn of the plan they dispatch 94 men 
to intercept them. 

Naval: The USS Thomas Freeborn captures the Confederate schooner Mail in the 
Coan River, Virginia. 

The USS Penobscot captures the Confederate sloop Lizzie off New Inlet, North 
Carolina. 

August 2 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward orders American minister to Brit¬ 
ain Charles F. Adams to officially ignore any British overtures for mediation. 
South: Malvern HUl, Virginia, is reoccupied by Union troops under General George 
B. McClellan. 

Union forces under General John Pope storm into Orange Court House, Vir¬ 
ginia, killing 11 Confederates and taking 52 prisoners for a loss of five wounded. 
Naval: English authorities prepare to release CSS Florida for sea duty after it had 
been seized at Nassau. August 3 

South: General Henry W. Halleck orders the Army of the Potomac to begin shifting 
from Harrison’s Landing on the Yorktown Peninsula to Aquia Landing near Fred- 
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ericksburg, Virginia, to protect the national capital better. The transfer occasions 
much umbrage from General George B. McGlellan, who seeks a renewed offensive 
against Richmond. 

WEST: General Jeff Thompson’s Confederates are defeated near Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Santiago de Cuba seizes the blockade-runner Columbia north of 
Abaco, Bahamas, along with its cargo of several thousand British-made Enfield 
rifles, 12 cannon, and tons of munitions. 

The Confederate ironclad CSS Arkansas, despite persistent engine problems, 
is ordered out of its berth at Vicksburg, Mississippi, and steams downstream to 
assist an attack on Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens, fearing 
the worse for his temperamental warship, complies only reluctantly. 

August 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln issues a call for 300,000 drafted militia to 
serve nine months; this levy was never enacted. But despite persistent manpower 
shortages, he declines the services of two African-Americans regiments from Indi¬ 
ana, suggesting instead that they be employed as laborers. 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart commence an expedition 
from Hanover Court House to Lredericksburg, Virginia. 

General Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX Corps arrives at Aquia Creek, near Lreder¬ 
icksburg, Virginia, to assist the Army of Virginia under General John Pope. 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, General Benjamin L. Butler assesses “secessionists” 
$341,000 to assist the city’s poor. 

Naval: The USS Huron captures the Confederate schooner Aquilla near Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Unadilla captures the British steamer Lodona as it ran the blockade at 
Hell Gate, Georgia. 

August 5 

South: General John Gibbon leads a Pederal expedition from Lredericksburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, to Lrederick’s Hall Station, skirmishing en route. 

General John C. Breckinridge is ordered by General Earl Van Dorn to attack 
the Union enclave at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, with a force of 2,600 Confederates, 
accompanied by the ironclad CSS Arkansas. An important part of his mission is 
to secure Port Hudson on the Mississippi River halfway between Vicksburg and 
Baton Rouge and to fortify it as a choke point. The Union garrison of 2,500 men 
under General Thomas Williams deploys to receive him, and a sharp action erupts 
in very dense fog at about 4:30 a.m. Confusion reigns on both sides but a party 
of Southerners under General Charles Clark gradually flanks the Union left and 
pushes the defenders back into the city. Williams is killed while rallying his disor¬ 
ganized troops, but the Confederate advance is thwarted by accurate gunfire from 
Union gunboats anchored offshore. Lighting finally subsides at about 10:00 a.m. 
when Breckinridge, realizing that the Arkansas is not coming, orders his men back. 
The Confederates then return to Vicksburg, Mississippi, pausing only to fortify Port 
Hudson en route. Union losses are 84 dead and 299 wounded to a Southern tally 
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of 84 dead and 372 injured. General Clark, severely wounded, is abandoned on the 
battlefield and captured. 

Naval: Union forces commence an expedition up the White River, Arkansas, accom¬ 
panied by the gunboats Benton, latan, Louisville, and Mound City. 

The large Confederate ironclad CSS Arkansas under Lieutenant Henry K. Ste¬ 
vens continues down the Mississippi River to assist the expedition against Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Stevens’s mission is to neutralize Union gunboats offshore; how¬ 
ever, his ship experiences a broken propellor shaft en route to the city, and he is 
unable to support military efforts ashore. Confederate troops driving against Union 
positions thus are deprived of badly needed naval support and largely are repulsed 
by Federal gunboats enfilading their right flank. 

August 6 

North: WiUiam S. Rosecrans is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: Heavy skirmishing is reported at Malvern Hill and Thornburg, Virginia, 
and Federal forces withdraw. 

West: A large skirmish takes place between Federals under General John D. Cox and 
Confederates under General William W. Loring at Packs Ferry, western Virginia. 

Union general Robert L. McCook is murdered by Confederate guerrillas while 
riding in an ambulance near Decherd, Tennessee. 

A starving band of Mdewkanton Santee (Sioux) tribe members arrive at the 
Lower Agency, where chief Little Crow (Taoyateduta) pleads with Agent Andrew J. 
Myrick for promised foodstuffs. However, war activities delay the arrival of treaty 
payments from Washington, D.C., and local authorities refuse to lend Little Crow 
the credit necessary to feed his people. Despite desperate entreaties for help, Myrick 
rebuffs the Native Americans, declaring: “So far as I am concerned, if they are hun¬ 
gry, let them eat grass.” The chiefs angrily depart the agency, incensed at official 
indifference. 

Naval: A Federal naval flotilla under Commander David D. Porter of the USS Essex 
attacks and damages the ironclad CSS Arkansas, mechanically unsound and suf¬ 
fering from engine trouble, near Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Once the Arkansas is 
grounded, Stevens orders it set afire and scuttled. The Confederacy never again 
deploys such a large warship on the Mississippi. 

August 7 

South: A force of 24,000 Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson decamps 
Gordonsville, Virginia, and marches north to Orange Court House. However, 
because General Ambrose P. Hill completely misinterprets Jackson’s orders and fails 
to leave camp, the usually hard-marching Southerners cover only eight miles. The 
incident remains a sore point between the two leaders for the rest of their lives. 
Southwest: Union troops under General Edward R. S. Canby defeat Confederate 
stragglers near Fort Fillmore, New Mexico Territory 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, and Sec¬ 
retary of State William H. Seward are guests of Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren at the 
Washington Navy Yard, were they witness the test firing of an experimental repeat¬ 
ing cannon christened “Rafael.” 
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The CSS Florida sails from Nassau to commence a celebrated raiding career 
under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt. 

August 8 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin Stanton suspends writs of habeas corpus through¬ 
out the country to facilitate cases against treason and draft evasion. 

North: Federal authorities release and parole Confederate spy Belle Boyd from Old 
Capitol Prison, Washington, D.C., citing lack of evidence to detain her further. 
South: General John Pope orders General Nathaniel P. Banks’s division of 9,000 
men to proceed south on the Gulpeper Road. 

General Thomas J. Jackson departs from Orange Court House, Virginia, crosses 
the Rapidan River with 24,000 men, and advances to evict 9,000 Union troops under 
General Nathaniel P. Banks from Culpeper County. 

West: The Army of Mississippi of 30,000 men under General Braxton Bragg departs 
Ghattanooga, Tennessee, and invades Kentucky. 

Union and Confederate forces clash heavily at Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, 
with losses of three Union dead and 15 wounded to 125 Southern casualties. 

A spate of attacks on trains by Confederate guerrillas near Huntsville, Alabama, 
forces Union authorities to arrest secessionist clergy members and place them as 
passengers on the trains. 

August 9 

West: Aware that Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson are converging 
on his position near Gedar Mountain, nine miles south of Culpeper, Virginia, 
General Nathaniel P. Banks deploys his 9,000 men at its base with cavalry cover¬ 
ing open farmland along Cedar Run while his artillery unlimbers atop nearby 
hills. The overconfident Jackson then approaches from the south with General 
Richard S. Ewell’s division on his right and General Henry S. Winder to his left. 
His third division under General Ambrose P. Hill is strung out several miles to the 
rear, en route. After preliminary artillery duels and a hasty, improper reconnais¬ 
sance, Jackson orders his two divisions forward around 4:30 p.m. The men march 
sloppily across the field with a considerable gap between them. Jackson, how¬ 
ever, is unaware that Banks has stationed two brigades under Generals Samuel W. 
Crawford and George Gordon in the woods to the left of Winder. These suddenly 
emerge and hit the Confederates hard, routing Winder’s command, including the 
famous Stonewall Brigade. As General Jubal A. Early advances on the Union cen¬ 
ter, he also sustains serious losses from Federal artillery and halts to dress ranks. 
Banks then commits all his reserves to the onslaught, which outflank Jackson 
and threaten to roll up his line. Confusion increases once the capable Winder is 
killed by artillery fire, and his command scatters. Jackson grows so perturbed by 
these unexpected reverses that he draws his sword—allegedly for the only time in 
the war—grasps a flag, and commences rallying his men. For a few moments it 
appears that Banks had achieved a startling upset over the previously unstoppable 
Confederates. 

Events began to turn in Jackson’s favor at about 5:30 p.m., once the first elements 
of Hill’s division came trudging up the road. These forces plug gaps in the sagging 
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Confederate line and begin to drive the tiring and outnumbered Federals back. 
After a failed charge by the 1st Pennsylvania Cavalry, which loses 95 men out of 164, 
Banks withdraws his men, and the Confederates retain possession of the field. Jack¬ 
son’s losses are 223 killed, 1,060 wounded, and 31 missing (1,334) to a Union tally of 
314 killed, 1,445 wounded, and 622 captured (2,353)—a toll that leads participants 
to dub the encounter “Slaughter Mountain.” His victory is tempered by the loss of 
the capable and talented Winder. Nonetheless, Cedar Mountain forces General Pope 
to postpone a general advance south, thereby granting General Robert E. Lee addi¬ 
tional time to dispatch General James Longstreet north to reinforce Jackson. 

August 10 

South: Having elected not to renew the struggle at Cedar Mountain, Virginia, Gen¬ 
erals Nathaniel P. Banks and Thomas J. Jackson arrange a truce to collect and bury 
their dead. 

Southwest: Texas troops under Lieutenant G. D. Macrae attack a sleeping camp 
of 65 pro-Union German settlers along the Nueces River, Texas, killing 19, wound¬ 
ing nine, and capturing the rest. The nine injured are subsequently removed from 
camp and executed. Confederate losses are two killed and 18 wounded. The affair 
permanently dampens outward German disaffection in Texas. 

Naval: The USS Resolute seizes the Confederate schooner S. S. Jones off the Virginia 
coast. 

Union forces capture the Confederate steamer General Lee outside of Fort 
Pulaski, Georgia. 

Admiral David G. Farragut, in response to guerrilla attacks from the shore on 
his vessels, partially destroys the town of Donaldsonville, Louisiana, warning inhab¬ 
itants that the rest will be destroyed if the sniping persists. 

August 11 

South: Gonfederate forces under General Thomas J. Jackson withdraw south of the 
Rapidan River and back to Gordonsville, Virginia. 

West: Confederate raiders under WiJJiam C. QuantriJl capture and briefly hold 
Independence, Missouri. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, headquartered at Corinth, Mississippi, declares that all 
fugitive African American slaves will be employed in his department as laborers. 

August 12 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan stealthily seizes Gallatin, Tennessee, along with 124 
Union soldiers under Colonel William P. Boone, without firing a shot. His troopers 
then destroy tunnels belonging to the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, cutting 
the supply lines of General Don C. Buell and halting his advance on Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, for three months. 

A Union expedition leaves Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to secure Independence, 
Missouri, from Confederate irregulars. 

Naval: The USS Arthur captures the Confederate armed schooner Breaker off Aran¬ 
sas Pass, Texas, while the schooners Elma and Hannah are burned to prevent being 
captured. 
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August 13 

South: General Robert E. Lee begins to advance his Army of Northern Virginia 
from the Peninsula to Gordonsville, Virginia. He begins by dispatching 30,000 
troops under General James Longstreet by rail, where they are scheduled to link up 
with the corps of General Thomas J. Jackson. 

Southwest: Captain John W. Kittredge, commanding U.S. Navy vessels off Cor¬ 
pus Christi, Texas, lands under a flag of truce and urges Confederate authorities to 
evacuate civilians in light of his impending attack. 

WEST: Confederates wage an unsuccessful fight at Yellow Creek, Missouri, losing 60 
captives to Union forces. 

Naval: A collision between Union steamers George Peabody and West Point on the 
Potomac River, Virginia, results in 83 deaths, mostly convalescents. 

The USS Kensington captures the Confederate schooner Troy off Sabine Pass, 
Texas. 

August 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln confers with a delegation of free African 
Americans at the White House and suggests Central America as a possible venue for 
colonization. The suggestion is badly received by many black leaders, particularly 
Frederick Douglass, who accuses the president of “contempt for Negroes.” 

South: The III and V Corps are taken by transports from Harrison’s Landing, Vir¬ 
ginia, and deposited at Aquia Creek near Fredericksburg. 

Colonel Charles A. Heckman leads the 9th New Jersey on a reconnaissance from 
Newport, North Carolina, toward Swansborough. 

Naval: The USS Pocahontas and steam tug Treaty exchange fire with Confederate 
forces on the Black River near Georgetown, South Carolina. This interference allows 
the steamer Nina to escape capture. 

August 15 

South: General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia reposes at Gordonsville, 
Virginia, 54,000 strong. From there, he deduces that a lightning strike by Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry on bridges over the Rappahannock would isolate Union general John 
Pope’s Army of Virginia on the south bank and was liable to be defeated in detail. 
He plans to order the march immediately but is dissuaded by General Fitzhugh Lee, 
who feels that his cavalry horses are worn and require rest. 

Naval: Commander John Rodgers of the USS Galena, in concert with Port Royal 
and Satellite, covers the Army of the Potomac as it embarks at Harrison’s Landing, 
Virginia, and is transported over the Chickahominy River. 

The USS Arthur captures the Confederate steamer A. B. after it grounds at the 
entrance of the Nueces River, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

August 16 

South: The Army of the Potomac is relocated completely from Harrison’s Land¬ 
ing to Aquia Creek (Alexandria), Virginia, to protect Washington, D.C., better. This 
withdrawal concludes the so-called Peninsula campaign. 
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The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee continues advanc¬ 
ing toward Gordonsville, Virginia, in anticipation of engaging General John Pope’s 
Army of Virginia. 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith departs Knoxville, Tennessee, with 10,000 
men and plunges through the Cumberland Gap and into Kentucky. This act initi¬ 
ates a major Southern offensive to reclaim that state for the Confederacy. 

Naval: A naval expedition consisting of the USS Mound City, Benton, and General 
Bragg, assisted by rams Monarch, Samson, Lioness, and Switzerland, convey army 
troops under Colonel Charles R. Woods up the Mississippi River as far as the Yazoo 
River. They repeatedly land parties along the shore to capture batteries and disperse 
troop encampments. 

August 17 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart assumes command of all Confederate cavalry in the 
Army of Northern Virginia. 

West: Half-starved Sioux tribe members stage an uprising in southwest Minnesota 
by killing five settlers on their farm in Acton Township. Chief Little Crow, when 
informed of the action, realizes that war with the whites is inevitable and takes to 
the warpath. The result is a savage, six-week uprising claiming approximately 600 
lives. 

Naval: An armed party from the USS Ellis destroys a Confederate battery and a 
nearby saltworks at Swansboro, North Carolina. 

The USS Sachem, Reindeer, Bella Italia, and Corypheus shell Confederate 
positions at Corpus Christi, Texas. However, steady fire from Confederate shore 
emplacements commanded by Major Alfred Hobby keep the Union vessels at a 
distance. After an ineffectual four-hour exchange. Captain John W. Kittredge calls 
off his attack and prepares to renew the struggle on the morrow. 

Off Nassau, Bahamas, Lieutenant John N. Mafhtt assumes formal command of 
the newly armed and commissioned Confederate raider CSS Florida. However, his 
initial cruise is beset by an outbreak of yellow fever among the crew. 

August 18 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, addressing the newly convened second session 
of the Confederate Congress, excoriates the behavior of Union general Benjamin E 
Butler at New Orleans. 

South: The Union Army of Virginia under General John Pope withdraws behind 
the Rappahannock River in the face of advancing Confederate forces. He there 
awaits reinforcements from General George B. McClellan’s 100,000-strong Army 
of the Potomac. 

West: General Kirby-Smith and 10,000 Confederates occupy the town of Barbours- 
ville, Kentucky. Prom there, impending supply shortages induce him to commence 
moving against Lexington. 

Confederate forces recapture the town of Clarksville, Tennessee, without a shot 
being fired. The garrison commander. Col. R. Mason of the 71st Ohio, subsequently 
is dismissed from the service for cowardice. 
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Rampaging Sioux warriors attack the Upper and Lower Indian agencies, Minne¬ 
sota, killing 20 people, including Agent Andrew J. Myrick, whose mouth is symboli¬ 
cally stuffed with the very grass he told the tribes to eat. A detachment of 46 soldiers 
under Captain John Marsh, 5th Minnesota, advances to rescue the workers and is 
ambushed at Redwood Ferry and nearly annihilated with the loss of 24 soldiers. 
Naval: A landing party of 30 sailors and a howitzer disembark from USS Bella Italia 
near Corpus Christi, Texas. A party of 25 men from the 8th Texas engages them on 
the beach for several tense minutes, at which point Captain John W. Kittredge sus¬ 
pends his attack and returns to the ships offshore. Confederate losses are one dead 
and a handful wounded. 

August 19 

North: James B. McPherson is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

South: General John Pope continues relocating 51,000 Union troops from the Rap- 
idan River to behind the Rappahannock River, Virginia, while awaiting additional 
forces under General George B. McClellan. 

West: The Union Department of the Ohio is reconstituted (Illinois, Indiana, Michi¬ 
gan, Ohio, Wisconsin, and eastern Kentucky) under General Horatio G. Wright. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan begin to probe and raid 
along the Louisiana and Nashville Railroad. 

Federal troops commence a four-month expedition against the Snake Indians 
of Idaho. 

Naval: The USS St. Louis runs the Confederate steamer Swallow aground below 
Memphis, Tennessee, and then burns it. 

August 20 

South: Skirmishes erupt between Federal troops under General John Pope and 
advancing Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson at Raccoon Ford, Ste- 
vensburg. Brandy Station, and Kelly’s Ford, Virginia. Meanwhile, after continuing 
delays. General Robert E. Lee abandons his plan to strike at bridges over the Rap¬ 
pahannock River to isolate the Army of Virginia under General John Pope. 

The Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department absorbs the Districts of Arkan¬ 
sas, Louisiana, and Texas, with General Richard Taylor commanding the District of 
West Louisiana. 

WEST: A mob of Mdewkanton Santee (Sioux) warriors hastily attacks the outskirts 
of New Ulm, Minnesota, and are repulsed by armed settlers and militia. 
Southwest: General Hamilton P. Bee arrives at Corpus Christi, Texas, to help orga¬ 
nize Confederate defenses there. 

August 21 

Politics: The Federal government begins to issue postage stamps to raise money. 

Confederate military authorities issue orders to execute any Northern officers 
found commanding African-American troops. Generals David Hunter and John W. 
Phelps, in particular, are to be treated as felons if captured for their role in freeing 
and arming slaves for service in the Union army. Ironically, Phelps resigns his com¬ 
mission this same day because the government has disavowed his efforts. 
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South: Confederate forces attempting to cross the Rappahannock River are rebuffed 
strongly by Union troops, suffering 700 casualties and 2,000 prisoners. 

West: General Braxton Bragg positions his Confederates above Chattanooga, Ten¬ 
nessee, while the city of Gallatin surrenders. 

A large gathering of Mdewkanton band Santee (Sioux) warriors under Chief 
Little Crow attacks Fort Ridgely, Minnesota, and is repulsed by 180 soldiers and 
three cannon commanded by Lieutenant Timothy Sheehan. The garrison loses six 
killed and 20 wounded while Santee losses are considerably heavier. The Indians 
draw off but continue the siege while awaiting reinforcements. 

Naval: The USS Bienville captures the British blockade-runner Eliza in the Atlantic. 

Union forces evacuate Baton Rouge, Louisiana, covered by the USS Essex and 
Gunboat No. 7. 

August 22 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart crosses the Rappahannock River with 1,500 troopers 
and two cannon, intending to sever the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, a major 
Union supply artery. They soon occupy the town of Warrenton, Virginia, without 
any sign of the enemy and subsequently advance on Catlett’s Station under a driv¬ 
ing rainstorm. 

General Benjamin F. Butler issues orders to recruit African-American slaves into 
the Union army at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

West: Gonfederate cavalry under General Albert G. Jenkins begin an extended raid 
into western Virginia and Ohio. 

Chief Little Crow of the Mdewkanton band of Santee (Sioux) is joined by 400 
warriors from the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands, for a total of nearly 800. These 
forces then make another aborted attack on the 180-man garrison at Fort Ridgley, 
Minnesota, and are repulsed with 100 casualties. Federal troops sustain three killed 
and 13 wounded. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles instructs Admiral Louis M. Golds- 
borough to cooperate closely with the army during its evacuation from Fortress 
Monroe, Virginia. 

The USS Keystone State captures the British schooner Fanny off St. Simon’s 
Sound, Georgia. 

August 23 

South: Northern and Southern artillery duel along the Rappahannock River for 
five hours. 

General J. E. B. Stuart is informed by a captured African American that Catlett’s 
Station, Virginia, is the headquarters of General John Pope. Stuart then attacks with 
1,500 troopers under the cover of a rainstorm. They seize 300 prisoners and Pope’s 
personal baggage and uniform, along with his military correspondence. Once in 
receipt of the latter. General Robert E. Lee is apprised of Union intentions to unite 
Pope’s 51,000-man Army of Virginia with the 100,000-strong Army of the Potomac 
under General George B. McClellan. Lee, realizing he never could counter such a 
force successfully, begins to formulate plans to disperse Pope before the two forces 
can merge. 
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West: General Horatio G. Wright formally accepts command of the Department 
of the Ohio. 

As a Confederate column under General Edmund Kirby-Smith marches on 
Lexington, Kentucky, the cavalry of his van under Colonel John S. Scott drive off a 
Union detachment from Big Hill, south of Richmond, where other Federal forces 
have begun to mass. 

The town of New Ulm, Minnesota, is attacked again by 400 rampaging 
Mdewkanton Santee (Sioux) warriors under Chief Little Crow. The town, stoutly 
defended by civilians under Judge Charles Flandreu, nearly is consumed by fire, but 
the Sioux are repulsed and withdraw. The whites lose 36 dead and 23 wounded; 
Native American losses are unknown but presumed equally heavy. 

Naval: The USS Bienville captures the British blockade-runner Louisa near Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

The USS Adirondack grounds on a reef off Man of War Cay, Little Bahamas, and 
is abandoned. 

The USS James S. Chambers captures the Confederate schooner Corelia off the 
Cuban coast. 

The USS Essex shells Bayou Sara, Louisiana, after guerrillas fire on a landing 
party. 

August 24 

South: In a stunningly bold maneuver. General Robert E. Lee divides the Army of 
Northern Virginia by detaching 25,000 men of General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps 
on a rapid march to destroy the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, thereby cutting 
Union general John Pope’s supply line. Through this expedient, Lee hopes to draw 
Union forces up from central Virginia where he can deal with them in the open. 
Meanwhile, the 30,000 Confederates under General James Longstreet are to remain 
stationary until Jackson’s men are in place. 

West: General John P. McCown temporarily assumes command of the Department 
of East Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Henry Andrew is wrecked in a gale near Cape Henry, Virginia. 

The USS Isaac N. Seymour sinks in the Neuse River, North Carolina. 

The USS Stars and Stripes captures British blockade-runner Mary Elizabeth off 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS yacht Corypheus captures the Confederate schooner Water Witch off 
Aransas Bay, Texas. 

Having received its armament, CSS Alabama is commissioned into the Confed¬ 
erate navy off Terceira, Azores, with celebrated raider Raphael Semmes as captain. 

August 25 

Politics: To placate Radical Republicans and alleviate manpower shortages, Sec¬ 
retary of War Edwin M. Stanton authorizes the recruitment of as many as 5,000 
African-American soldiers. Orders are then dispatched to General Rufus Saxton, 
military governor of the South Carolina Sea Islands, to raise five regiments of black 
troops for military service. 
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South: General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps detaches from the Army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia and advances to the Rappahannock River. He then commences a wide flanking 
movement around General John Pope’s right flank to cut his line of communica¬ 
tions. Jackson’s command consists of three crack divisions under Generals Rich¬ 
ard S. Ewell, Ambrose P. Hill, and William Taliaferro. By dint of hard slogging, the 
Southerners cover 56 miles in only two days—one of the most impressive perfor¬ 
mances of the entire war—and arrive behind the Union Army of Virginia. Through 
this expedient, Jackson aJso interposes himself between Pope and the Union capital 
at Washington, D.G. 

West: The settlement of New Ulm, Minnesota, is evacuated in the face of possible 
renewed Sioux attacks. Nearly 1,000 survivors pack up their belongings and flee 30 
miles east to Mankato. 

August 26 

South: In a surprise move. Confederate forces led by General Isaac Trimble storm 
into Manassas Junction, Virginia, capturing General John Pope’s main supply base. 
The nominally malnourished Confederates of General Thomas J. Jackson, famously 
looking more like scarecrows than soldiers, gleefully gorge themselves on the cor¬ 
nucopia within their grasp. At the cost of 12 casualties, the Southerners also net 300 
prisoners, eight cannon, and 175 horses. 

West: General James H. CarJeton, takes command of the Department of New 
Mexico. 

Naval: Captain Franklin Buchanan is promoted to rear admiral for his conduct in 
the engagement involving the CSS Virginia on March 8,1862. He remains the only 
Southerner so honored. 

A joint expedition under General Samuel R. Curtis and Commodore Charles H. 
Davis captures the Confederate steamer Fair Play on the Yazoo River in Arkansas. 
More than 1,200 imported English Enfield rifles are seized. 

August 27 

South: Union and Confederate forces begin to grope around the old battlefield of 
Manassas, Virginia, in anticipation of a major clash. General John Pope, stung by the 
capture of his supply base at Manassas Junction, rapidly marches from behind the 
Rappahannock River in search of Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson. 
Jackson, meanwhile, ambushes a New Jersey brigade under General George W. Tay¬ 
lor, killing the general, inflicting 135 casualties, and taking 300 prisoners. He then 
digs in along the Warrenton Turnpike and awaits the balance of the army under 
General James Longstreet. 

The Union division of General Joseph Hooker wins a skirmish at Kettle Run, 
Virginia, against General Richard S. Ewell, driving him from the field. Hooker’s suc¬ 
cess induces General Thomas J. Jackson to abandon Manassas, and he falls back on 
Groveton on the Warrenton Turnpike. 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest is repulsed by the Union garrison at Round 
Mountain, Tennessee. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler fords the Tennessee River at 
Chattanooga, ahead of General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Mississippi. 
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A relief column commanded of 1,400 soldiers under Colonel Henry H. Sibley 
arrives at Fort Sibley, Minnesota, from distant Fort Snelling. Meanwhile, a detach¬ 
ment of troops under Major Joseph R. Brown is ambushed by the Santee (Sioux) at 
Birch Coulee, losing 16 killed and 44 wounded. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina destroys the Confederate schooner Ratn'ot off Mos¬ 
quito Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate blockade-runner Lavinia 
off Abaco, Bahamas. 

August 28 

North: Confederate spy Belle Boyd is released from Old Capital Prison in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., for lack of evidence and sent South with a warning not to return. 
South: Generals Robert E. Lee and James Longstreet force a passage through Thor¬ 
oughfare Gap, Virginia, to engage the main Union army. In the process, they engage 
and brush aside a Union division under General James B. Ricketts and cavalry forces 
under General John Buford. 

Two Confederate divisions of General Thomas J. Jackson surprise and engage 
a force of 2,800 Union troops under General Rufus King at Groveton, Virginia. 
However, as the heady Southerners advance anticipating an easy victory, they run 
headlong into the western brigade of General John Gibbon near Brawner’s Farm. 
An intense firefight ensues at 100 yards between Gibbon’s black-hatted troops and 
the famous Stonewall Brigade under General William B. Taliaferro—with both 
sides oblivious to the carnage marking their respective lines. At length, Jackson tries 
clinching the victory by outflanking Gibbon, but he is thwarted by a valiant stand by 
the 19th Indiana under Colonel Solomon Meredith behind a stone wall. After two 
hours of fierce fighting, both sides withdraw exhausted. Jackson loses not only 1,200 
men out of 4,500 present but also the service of Generals Taliaferro and Richard S. 
Ewell, both seriously injured. General King, who was sidelined for most of the battle 
by an epileptic seizure, sustains 1,100 casualties out of 2,800 engaged. And for their 
splendid performance in this, their first engagement. Gibbon’s troops gained the 
famous moniker of “Iron Brigade.” 

By deliberately precipitating a fight at Groveton, Jackson sought to lure the 
Army of Virginia under General John Pope to his vicinity, where it could be attacked 
and destroyed in detail by the combined Confederate force. Pope, as anticipated, 
took the bait, marched north, and began to concentrate his forces near Jackson’s 
position. 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s Confederate Army of Mississippi, soon to be redes¬ 
ignated the Army of Tennessee, proceeds north from Chattanooga into Kentucky, 
several days behind a second column under General Edmund Kirby-Smith. 

Naval: The Eederal gunboat USS Pittsburgh, accompanied by the steamers latan 
and White Cloud, leads an expedition from Helena, Arkansas, to Eunice. 

August 29 

South: General Thomas J. Jackson begins to assume strong defensive positions 
behind an unfinished railroad near Groveton, Virginia, as Union forces under 
General John Pope mass 65,000 men for an attack. The Second Battle of Manas- 



1862 


Chronology 199 


sas begins as blue-coated columns under General Franz Sigel and General Joseph 
Hooker assail Jackson’s line, safely ensconced behind an unfinished railroad, from 
which he easily repels their advance. The problem is that Pope, while enjoying local 
superiority in numbers, squanders his advantage through piecemeal attacks. Next 
came the brigades of General Philip Kearny and John F. Reynolds. These forces 
charge Jackson’s left flank and drive General Ambrose P. Hill’s defenders hard along 
Stony Ridge, but they are finally repulsed by timely reinforcements under General 
Jubal A. Early. On Pope’s left flank, the V Corps of General Fitz John Porter deploys 
and prepares to engage when it detects the approach of General James Longstreet 
and 30,000 Confederates. This brings available Southern strength up to 55,000 men. 
Porter immediately notifies Pope of the danger to his army, but he ignores it and 
remains fixated on Jackson’s unbroken line to his front. He also orders Porter to 
attack Jackson immediately, but Porter demurs and prepares to receive Longstreet. 
This insubordination ultimately costs Porter his military career, but it probably 
spared the Army of Virginia from annihilation. 

After a hard day of fighting and heavy losses. Pope compounds his difficulties 
this evening as he perceives Jackson withdrawing slightly to readjust and shorten 
his line. He mistakenly misinterprets this as a Confederate retreat and, instead of 
making arrangements to counter Longstreet’s corps on his left, begins to deploy 



The Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas August 29, 1862 (Library of Congress) 
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his men for a pursuit. Longstreet, meanwhile, has been ordered by General Robert 
E. Lee to attack Union forces directly to his front, but he dallies, not knowing the 
enemy’s strength. Thus, the first day of strife at Second Manassas ends with sizable 
portions of both contesting armies unwilling or unable to engage. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard relieves General John G. Pemberton as com¬ 
mander of the Department of South Carolina and Georgia. 

WEST: The advance guard of General Edmund Kirby-Smith’s Confederate column 
skirmishes with Union forces under General Mahlon D. Manson at Rogersville, 
outside Richmond, Kentucky. Both sides then summon reinforcements in expecta¬ 
tion of a full-scale battle. 

West: General Frederick Steele assumes command of the Union Army of the South¬ 
west in Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Pittsburgh, escorting the steamers White Cloud and latan, bom¬ 
bards Confederate emplacements at Carson’s Landing on the Mississippi River. 

Commodore John Wilkes is transferred from the James River Flotilla to the 
command of the Potomac Flotilla. 

August 30 

South: General Gustavus W. Smith assumes command of Richmond, Virginia, 
defenses. 

The Second Battle of Manassas rages on as Union troops who were ordered 
by General John Pope to pursue supposedly defeated Confederate forces instead 
find them deployed in strong defensive positions. Nonetheless, Pope directs General 
Fitz John Porter to attack the Confederate right, and waves of blue-coated infantry 
surge forward. Porter makes three concerted charges on General Thomas J. Jackson’s 
men; the first two are repulsed with heavy losses, while the third, delivered directly 
into Confederate lines, bends yet fails to break them. But Jackson endures several 
heart-stopping moments as his ammunition begins to give out, and several units 
have no recourse but to pick up rocks and hurl them at the enemy. Federal troops 
under Generals Franz Sigel and Joseph Hooker likewise press back Jackson’s left 
wing severely before grinding to a halt. Suddenly, a roll of cannon fire rakes Porter’s 
left flank as General James Longstreefs massed artillery opens fire. This is followed 
up by a massed charge, spearheaded by General John B. Hood’s Texas brigade, which 
simply rolls up the Union left. Jackson, seeing his blue-clad opponents suddenly 
waver, orders his own men to charge the enemy in front, and Pope’s entire army 
dissolves. Desperate fighting ensues as a handful of intact Union brigades labor to 
stem the Confederate tide, first along Chinn Ridge and then Henry House Hill, and 
their sacrifice enables the Army of Virginia to escape to Centreville. A tough division 
of U.S. Army regulars under General George Sykes distinguishes itself by trading 
lives and space for time. A heavy downpour also dampens the ensuing Confederate 
pursuit. Pope’s army, roughly handled, thus escapes to fight another day. General 
Robert E. Lee, by dint of an exceptionally bold tactical gambit, flawlessly executed, 
scores another impressive victory for the Southern cause. 

Losses at Second Manassas are severe with Pope reporting 1,724 killed, 8,372 
wounded, and 5,958 missing (16,054) while Lee counts 1,481 dead, 7,627 injured. 
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and 89 missing (9,197). Moreover, with Pope in headlong retreat and the strategic 
initiative firmly in his grasp, Lee remains positioned to take the war northward into 
Maryland. That night, he orders Jackson’s perpetually exhausted corps on another 
forced march to Chantilly in a final attempt to cut Pope’s withdrawal toward Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

West: General Mahlon D. Manson, bolstered by the arrival of troops under Gen¬ 
eral Gharles Cruft, pours 6,500 Union troops—mostly new recruits—into defensive 
positions six miles below Richmond, Kentucky. His pickets then detect the approach 
of a Confederate division under General Patrick R. Gleburne, and fighting erupts 
along the line. When Cleburne sustains a severe mouth injury, he is succeeded by 
Colonel Preston Smith. The veteran Confederates easily dislodge Manson from his 
post, and he falls back forming a new line two miles below Richmond at Rogers- 
ville. Fighting resumes, and Smith, now reinforced by General James Churchill’s 
division to a strength of 6,850 men, rebuffs a Union counterattack. The discour¬ 
aged Federals fall back in confusion through the streets of Richmond. There, they 
are rallied forcefully by newly arrived General William “Bull” Nelson, who stands 
six-foot, six-inches and weighs 300 pounds. But the Gonfederates easily disperse 
this third line, and the Northerners quit the field completely. Kirby-Smith losses 
are 98 killed, 492 wounded, and 10 missing while Union losses tally 206 killed, 
844 wounded, and 4,303 captured. General Nelson is among the wounded, while 
Manson is captured along with his artillery and wagon train. Worse, as surviving 
Union troops stampede for Louisville, Kirby-Smith’s invasion route is clear as far 
as the Ohio River. 

Southwest: The Union Department of Arizona is created from the New Mexico 
Territory. 

Naval: The large new ironclad monitor USS Passaic is launched at Greenpoint, 
New York. 

The USS R. R. Cuyler captures the Gonfederate schooner Anne Sophie east of 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

August 31 

South: The Union Army of Virginia under General John Pope consolidates and 
regroups at Centreville, Virginia, while General Robert E. Lee dispatches Confeder¬ 
ates under General Thomas J. Jackson on a forced march around Pope’s left flank to 
possibly cut his retreat to Washington, D.C. This move presages what Lee anticipates 
will be a decisive blow to destroy the Federal force altogether. After a difficult slog 
through mud and rain, Jackson arrives at Chantilly and awaits promised reinforce¬ 
ments under General James Longstreet. 

Federal troops evacuate Fredericksburg, Virginia, abandoning great quantities 
of military stores. 

A stiff action ensues at Weldon, Virginia, where 100 Confederates are left dead 
on the ground in exchange for five Union soldiers killed. 

West: Confederates capture Weston in western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner Lily off 
the Louisiana coast. 
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Confederate forces capture the Union transport W. B. Terry after it grounds at 
Duck River Shoals on the Tennessee River. 

September 1 

South: Confederates forces under General Thomas 1. lackson, deployed around 
Ox Hill and Chantilly, Virginia, are accosted suddenly by Union forces from Gen¬ 
eral Joseph Hooker’s division. Jackson initially intended to engage the marauders 
beforehand but is dissuaded from doing so by General J. E. B. Stuart, who finds their 
position too strong to assail. Fighting commences at about 4:00 p.m. when Union 
troops under General Isaac 1. Stevens, IX Gorps, advance down Warrenton Pike and 
charge. This clash coincides with a tremendous downpour that does little to temper 
the ferocity of the combatants. Stevens’s attack forces a Louisiana brigade to recoil 
when he is killed suddenly and his line falters. A determined advance by the Stone¬ 
wall brigade under General William E. Starke likewise is repelled. Union troops are 
then bolstered by the appearance of General Philip Kearny’s brigade, which plunges 
into the Confederates and plugs a gap in the Union line. Unfortunately, Kearny, while 
conducting a personal reconnaissance ahead of his troops, stumbles into Confeder¬ 
ate lines and is shot dead. By 6:30 p.m., fighting dies down, and both sides withdraw. 
Losses in this brief but deadly conflict are estimated at 500 Confederates and 700 
Federals; the Union army is weakened further by the loss of two effective leaders. 
After Chantilly, the curtain lowers on the spectacular Second Manassas campaign. 

General Ormsby M. Mitchel assumes control of the Department of South 
Garolina. 

West: The approach of Confederate forces under General Edmund Kirby-Smith 
into Kentucky causes consternation in the capital at Lexington, and the legislature 
votes to adjourn and relocate to Louisville. 

General John P. McCown is appointed commander of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of East Tennessee. 

Naval: Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough is relieved as commander of the North 
Atlantic Blockading squadron and replaced by Samuel P. Lee. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Mafhtt puts into 
Havana, Cuba, beset by an outbreak of yellow fever. 

September 2 

North: President Abraham Lincoln, ignoring the advice of his cabinet, restores 
General George B. McClellan as head of the Army of the Potomac, a decision imme¬ 
diately hailed by soldiers in the ranks. The bumbling and recently disgraced general 
John Pope, meanwhile, continues on without an official command. 

WEST: Union forces abandon Winchester, in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. 

Confederate cavalry under General Albert G. Jenkins captures the Union gar¬ 
rison at Spencer Court House, western Virginia. 

Lexington, Kentucky, is occupied by Confederates under General Edmund 
Kirby-Smith. 

Martial law is declared in Cincinnati, Ohio, for fear of a Confederate attack from 
neighboring Richmond, Kentucky. 
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A detachment of soldiers is attacked in camp at Birch Coulee, Minnesota, by a 
band of Santee (Sioux) warriors under Big Eagle (Wambdi Tanka). They manage to 
keep the attackers at bay for the next 31 hours. 

Naval: The USS Restless captures the Confederate sloop John Thompson off the 
South Carolina coast. 

September 3 

Politics: Kentuckian Joseph Holt is appointed judge advocate general of the United 
States. 

North: General John Pope remonstrates to General in Chief Henry W. Halleck that 
his recent debacle is due to General Fitz John Porter’s refusal to obey orders and 
George B. McGlellan’s failure to provide timely support. 

South: General Robert E. Lee, unable to find appreciable openings in Washington, 
D.C.’s defenses, declines to attack and instead advances toward Leesburg, Virginia, 
and the Potomac River. 

WEST: Generals Alpheus S. Williams and Jesse L. Reno take command of the II 
Corps and III Corps, respectively, in the Army of Virginia. 

Confederate forces reoccupy Winchester, Virginia, while skirmishing erupts at 
Harper’s Ferry, Falls Church, and Bunker Hill. 

General Edmund Kirby-Smith’s Confederates occupy the provisional Confeder¬ 
ate state capital at Frankfort, Kentucky, amid cheering supporters. 

Naval: The USS Essex under Commander William D. Porter bombards the city of 
Natchez, Mississippi, and it surrenders. 

September 4 

Politics: The Naval Investigating Committee of the Confederate Congress reports 
favorably on the activities of Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory, despite the 
loss of New Orleans and other naval setbacks. 

North: The 40,000 men of the Army of Northern Virginia cross the Potomac River 
at White’s Ford, Virginia, and into Maryland. 

Union troops begin to evacuate Frederick, Maryland. 

South: Federal forces, ambushed by Texas Rangers at Boutte Station, Louisiana, 
vigorously pursue their assailants into nearby swamps, capturing several. 

West: General Albert G. Jenkins takes Confederate cavalry briefly across the Ohio 
River for a raid in the Point Pleasant region of western Virginia and then returns. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John H. Morgan unite with the army of 
General Edmund Kirby-Smith at Lexington, Kentucky. 

Naval: The USS Shepherd Knapp captures the Confederate bark Fannie Laurie near 
the South Edisto River, South Carolina. 

The CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt plunges past the USS Oneida, 
Winona, and Rachel Seaman and enters into Mobile Bay, Alabama. His success 
results in an official rebuke for local commanders and calls for better management 
of the blockade effort. 

The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner Theresa in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 
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September 5 

North: General John Pope is formally relieved of command and is recalled back to 
Washington, D.C., for reassignment. General in Chief Henry W. Halleck orders that 
his Army of Virginia is to be consolidated within the Army of the Potomac under 
General George B. McGlellan. 

South: General John M. Brannan temporarily takes command of the Department 
of South Garolina. 

WEST: Gonfederates under General William W boring commence campaigning in 
the Kanawha Valley, western Virginia. 

Union troops advance from Fort Donelson, Tennessee, toward Confederate- 
held Clarksville. 

General Don C. Buell withdraws the Army of the Ohio from northern Alabama 
and back toward Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

General Benjamin H. Grierson leads a mounted reconnaissance to Holly Springs, 
Mississippi, skirmishing en route. 

The Union Department of the Northwest is created out of Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Minnesota, and the Nebraska and Dakota territories. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union whaler Ocmulgee near the Azores. 

September 6 

North: General John Pope receives the military equivalent of political exile by 
assuming command of the Department of the Northwest (Wisconsin, Iowa, Min¬ 
nesota, and the Nebraska and Dakota territories). There he is concerned primarily 
with curbing a deadly Sioux uprising under Little Crow. 

Confederate troops under General Thomas J. Jackson occupy Frederick, 
Maryland, expecting to be greeted as liberators, yet they are coolly received by 
the inhabitants. 

South: Federal forces abandon the depot at Aquila Creek, Virginia, leaving tons of 
valuable supplies. 

Naval: The USS Louisiana assists repelling a Confederate attack on Washington, 
North Carolina, while an accidental explosion destroys the US. Army gunboat 
Picket. 

September 7 

North: The Union capital at Washington, D.C., panics as Confederate forces under 
General Robert E. Lee occupy Frederick, Maryland—within striking distance. 
General George B. McClellan, hastily reappointed commander of the Army of the 
Potomac, advances north from the capital to engage them. 

General Joseph Hooker relieves Irvin McDowell as commander of III Gorps, 
Army of Virginia. 

WEST: Glarksville, Tennessee, is occupied by Union forces, as is Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Meanwhile, as Gonfederate general Braxton Bragg marches the Army of 
Mississippi into Kentucky, he bypasses Union troops under General Don C. Buell 
at Murfreesboro and Nashville, Tennessee. 
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Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union schooner Starlight off the Azores. 

The USS Essex under Commodore David D. Porter receives 14 hits as it cruises 
past Confederate batteries at Port Hudson, Louisiana, on the lower Mississippi 
River. 

September 8 

North: The defenses of Washington, D.C., are entrusted to General Nathaniel P. 
Banks. Meanwhile, General Robert E. Lee issues a proclamation to the inhabitants of 
Maryland, reassuring them that “We know no enemies among you, and will protect 
all, of every opinion.” Attitudes toward the Confederates remain nonetheless tepid. 
WEST: A mounted expedition rides from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in pursuit of 
William C. QuantriU’s Confederate guerrillas. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Kingfisher destroy saltworks along St. Joseph’s Bay, 
Florida. 

Commodore John Wilkes assembles the West India Squadron (a mobile or “fly¬ 
ing squadron”) consisting of USS Wachusett, Dacotah, Cimarron, Sonoma, Tioga, 
Octorara, and Santiago de Cuba. He is tasked with halting the depredations by the 
Confederate raiders CSS Alabama and Florida. 

The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union whaling vessel Ocean Rover off the Azores. 

September 9 

North: As the Army of Northern Virginia filters through Frederick, Maryland, 
General Robert E. Lee grows concerned that a sizable Union garrison at Harper’s 
Ferry, below him, could threaten his rear. Therefore, he composes Special Order 
No. 191, which audaciously dispatches the corps of General Thomas J. Jackson back 
into the Shenandoah ValJey to capture that strategic position, whiJe the divisions 
of Generals Lafayette McLaws and John G. Walker take different routes to the same 
objective. Lee then instructs General James Longstreet’s corps to advance toward 
Hagerstown, Maryland, daringly—and dangerously—splitting his army in two. 
South: General Samuel P. Heintzelman takes charge of the Washington, D.C., 
defenses south of the Potomac. 

Fighting erupts at Williamsburg, Virginia, where Union forces prevail after a 
heavy skirmish. 

Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union whaling vessels Alert and Weather Gauge off the Azores. 

September 10 

North: The Confederate corps of General Thomas J. Jackson and the divisions of 
General Lafayette McLaws and John G. Walker march from their cantonments near 
Frederick, Maryland, and commence a converging movement on Harper’s Ferry in 
western Virginia. Meanwhile, General James Longstreet is aJso sent in the direction 
of Hagerstown, Jeaving the Army of Northern Virginia badly scattered and subject 
to defeat in detail. Timing is thus essential as the larger Army of the Potomac under 
General George B. McClellan is feared to be bearing down on General Robert E. 
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Lee. Lee, while advancing with Longstreet, deploys the division of General Daniel 
H. Hill to guard the passages around South Mountain as a precaution. Meanwhile 
McClellan, on learning that Lee has abandoned Frederick, moves up cautiously to 
occupy that position. 

West: The inhabitants of Cincinnati, Ohio, brace themselves for a possible Con¬ 
federate raid across the Ohio River from approaching Confederates under General 
Edmund Kirby-Smith. 

September 11 

North: Governor Andrew G. Curtin of Pennsylvania, alarmed by the Confederate 
incursion into neighboring Maryland, calls for 50,000 militia to defend the state. 

Hagerstown, Maryland, is occupied by General Robert E. Lee’s Confederate 
forces while the Army of the Potomac under General George B. McClellan inches 
up to former Southern positions at Frederick. 

WEST: Confederates under General Edmund Kirby-Smith capture Maysville, Ken¬ 
tucky, within range of Cincinnati, Ohio. His approach results in thousands of 
marksmen and squirrel hunters from the Ohio Valley volunteering their services 
as home guards. 

Naval: The USS Patroon and Uncas trade shots with Confederate artillery at St. 
John’s Bluff, Elorida, and withdraw after receiving damage. 

Armed parties from USS Sagamore land at St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida, to destroy 
Confederate saltworks. 

September 12 

North: As a precaution, the Pennsylvania state archives and treasury relocate from 
Harrisburg and Philadelphia to New York. 

The former Union Army of Virginia is disbanded and absorbed into the Army of 
the Potomac with its I, II, and III Corps redesignated as I, XI, and XII Corps. 

Confederate troops abandon Frederick, Maryland, in the face of pursuing 
Union forces. This afternoon, General George B. McClellan arrives with 75,000 
men from the Army of the Potomac, who begin to scour the countryside for elusive 
Southerners. 

West: General Thomas J. Jackson shepherds his corps into the Shenandoah Valley 
toward Harper’s Ferry, western Virginia. A detachment of 2,000 Union troops under 
General Julius White abandons Martinsdale on their approach and flees to join the 
main garrison at the ferry. 

The town of Glasgow, Kentucky, falls to Confederates under General Edmund 
Kirby-Smith. 

September 13 

North: Private Barton W. Mitchell of the 27th Indiana accidentally finds a copy 
of General Robert E. Lee’s Special Order No. 191 wrapped around a cigar. When 
Mitchell brings his trophy to the attention of Colonel Robert H. Chilton, Chilton 
immediately dispatches, through channels, the information to commanding General 
George B. McClellan. McClellan, in turn, suddenly realizes that the Confederates are 
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badly dispersed and subject to defeat by division. Inexplicably, he waits almost 16 
hours before putting troops in motion while his golden opportunity ebbs. 

General John Sedgwick assumes command of XII Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

West: Harper’s Ferry in western Virginia is enveloped by a three-pronged Confed¬ 
erate movement. General Lafayette McLaws’s division occupies neighboring Mary¬ 
land Heights across the river after a six-hour battle with Union defenders, while 
General John G. Walker’s division positions itself on nearby Loudoun Heights. 
Subsequently, three more divisions under General Thomas J. Jackson align them¬ 
selves along School House Ridge to cut off the town. The 12,000-man Union gar¬ 
rison under Colonel Dixon S. Miles thus is trapped speedily by 23,000 Confederates 
enjoying superiority in both numbers and position. However, Jackson labors under 
a strict timetable to seize the town within two days—or abandon it and rejoin the 
badly dispersed main army. 

Union forces evacuate Charleston in western Virginia under pressure from Con¬ 
federates under General William W. Loring. 

General Kirby-Smith’s Confederates occupy Frankfort, Kentucky a two-day 
march from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Union garrison at Munfordville, Kentucky, is surrounded by a brigade of 
Mississippi troops under General James R. Chalmers. He summons Union com¬ 
mander Colonel John T. Wilder to surrender. Wilder refuses. 

Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes and burns the 
Union whaler Altamaha off the Azores. 

September 14 

North: General George B. McClellan sorties the entire Army of the Potomac, 
intending to catch dispersed Confederates under General Robert E. Lee before they 
can regroup. He orders the IX Corps under General Jesse L. Reno and the I Corps 
of General Joseph Hooker to march their respective ways through Fox and Turner’s 
Gap at South Mountain by 9:00 a.m. The pass is held by 3,000 men under Gen¬ 
eral Daniel H. Hill, who, though completely surprised by the attack, resists tena¬ 
ciously in rough terrain. Hill nonetheless takes a terrific pounding with General 
Samuel Garland killed and his brigade of North Carolinians largely captured. But 
at 4:00 p.m., General James Longstreet arrives with reinforcements and feeds bri¬ 
gades under Robert Rodes and John B. Hood back into the fray The Union attack, 
now abetted by Hooker’s corps and additional troops under General Ambrose E. 
Burnside, finally clears South Mountain by 10. p.m., with 28,500 Federals pressing 
on 17,850 Confederates. But because of their slow movements. Northerners lose 
a golden opportunity to catch the Southerners who besiege Harper’s Eerry from 
behind and destroy them. Nonetheless, Lee is fortunate to draw off the bulk of his 
army intact. Losses in this severe action amount to 443 Union dead—including 
General Reno—1,807 wounded, and 75 missing (2,325) to a Confederate tally of 
325 killed, 1,560 wounded, and 800 missing (2,685). 

Cognizant of General Robert E. Lee’s dispersed Army of Northern Virginia, Gen¬ 
eral George B. McClellan dispatches the VI Corps under General William B. Frank- 
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lin to advance with all haste through Crampton’s Gap, Maryland. Once through, he 
is at liberty to trap the vastly outnumbered division of General Layfayette McLaws 
near Harper’s Ferry and destroy it. Franklin proceeds as ordered and, on approach¬ 
ing Crampton’s Gap, encounters advanced elements of a small Confederate holding 
force under Colonel William A. Parham—an understrength infantry and cavalry 
brigade totaling 1,000 men. For most of the day, Franklin’s two divisions of 12,800 
men under General Henry Slocum and William F. Smith methodically batter their 
way up the slopes of Crampton’s Gap, systematically flushing Parham from the 
densely wooded terrain. The Confederates receive reinforcements in the form of a 
brigade under General Howell Cobb, but these too are dispersed. By 6:00 p.m., the 
exhausted, outnumbered Southerners begin to stream down the mountainside in 
confusion and are rallied in Pleasant Valley only by General McLaws himself. Union 
casualties tally 533, the Confederates about 800. 

Franklin is well positioned to pitch full-force into McLaws division at Harper’s 
Ferry, trapping it against the Potomac River. However, he vastly overestimates the 
size of Confederate forces opposing him and, as darkness approaches, encamps for 
the evening instead. Franklin’s dilatoriness holds fatal consequences for the Union 
garrison at Harper’s Ferry. 

General facob D. Cox assumes control of IX Corps, Army of the Potomac. 
WEST: Confederate artillery ranges across Union positions at Harper’s Ferry, west¬ 
ern Virginia, to bombard the garrison of Colonel Dixon S. Miles into submission. 
The shelling is intense and intimidating, but it injures very few soldiers. Worse, in 
light of Union advances after the Battle of South Mountain, fackson must seize the 
town no later than the morrow, lest General Robert E. Lee be forced to cancel his 
invasion of Maryland. That night, he slips around General Ambrose P. Hill’s divi¬ 
sion of 3,000 men on the Union left on Bolivar’s Heights, prior to launching a gen¬ 
eral assault. Meanwhile, 1,400 Union cavalry under Colonel Benjamin F. “Grimes” 
Davis, an enterprising Mississippian in Federal employ, find an unguarded road, 
and he gallops the 8th New York and 12th Illinois cavalries to safety. Adding insult 
to injury, Davis also seizes a Confederate supply train of 97 wagons en route to 
Maryland. 

The Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell approaches Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, to stave off a Confederate advance against his rear. 

As the main Confederate force under General Braxton Bragg approaches Mun- 
fordville, Kentucky, Mississippi troops under General James R. Chalmers launch an 
attack. The Union commander. Colonel John T. Wilder, reinforced overnight to a 
strength of 4,000 men, rebuffs the assault on his two blockhouses. Southern losses 
are 35 killed and 253 wounded to a Federal tally of 15 dead and 57 injured. Chalm¬ 
ers then again demands Wilder’s surrender. He again refuses. 

General Sterling Price occupies luka, Mississippi, with 15,000 soldiers prior to 
joining General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee. This places him only 20 miles south¬ 
east of the main Union staging area at Corinth, and General Ulysses S. Grant sees 
an opportunity to trap and destroy the exposed Confederates. He therefore orders 
columns under General Williams S. Rosecrans and Edward O. C. Ord to approach 
luka from two directions to catch the Confederates in a pincer movement. 
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Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union whaler Benjamin Tucker off the Azores. 

September 15 

North: General Robert E. Lee instructs his Army of Northern Virginia, presently 
strung out along the hills of Sharpsburg, Maryland, to begin to consolidate and to 
thwart an attack by superior Union forces. He also orders General Thomas J. Jack- 
son to depart the Shenandoah Valley and rejoin him with all possible haste. 

General Joseph Mansfield is appointed commander of the XII Corps, Army of 
the Potomac. 

West: After a prolonged bombardment in which Colonel Dixon A. Miles is mortally 
wounded. General Julius White surrenders the Union garrison at Harper’s Ferry, 
western Virginia, to General Thomas J. Jackson. This proves another stunning set¬ 
back for the Union. For a loss of 39 dead and 247 injured, the Southerners kill 44, 
wound 173, and take 12,520 prisoners, a like number of small arms, 73 cannon, 
tons of valuable equipment, and innumerable livestock. This is the largest Union 
capitulation of the Civil War, and it represents the largest number of Americans 
captured in a single action until Bataan in 1942. Jackson quickly rounds up his 
prisoners and proceeds with celerity to Antietam Creek, Maryland, where a major 
engagement seems in the offing. Lethargic Union leadership proves General Robert 
E. Lee’s greatest ally in the race to concentrate his army. 

General Braxton Bragg envelopes the town of Mundfordville, Kentucky, and 
besieges the Union garrison there under Colonel John T. Wilder. Intent on settling 
the matter by a coup de main, Bragg sends one corps under General Leonidas Polk 
to the north side while another under General William J. Hardee deploys on the 
south side. Curiously, Bragg is dissuaded from attacking by General Simon B. Buck¬ 
ner, who owns a house in Munfordville and fears for the lives of former neighbors. 

Confederates under General Edmund Kirby-Smith advance briefly on Cov¬ 
ington, Kentucky—directly opposite Cincinnati, Ohio—and then falls back to 
Lexington. 

General Sterling Price’s Southerners occupy the town of luka, Mississippi, 
apparently unaware of Union forces bearing down on them. 

Naval: The USS Thomas Freeborn burns the Confederate schooner Arctic in the 
Great Wicomico River, Maryland. 

September 16 

Politics: The Confederate Congress issues a vote of thanks to Commander Ebene- 
zer Farrand, senior naval officer commanding at Drewry’s Bluff on May 15,1862. 
North: General Robert E. Lee, buoyed by the recent seizure of Harper’s Ferry, 
determines not to leave Maryland without a fight and positions his army along a 
series of low hills at Sharpsburg (Antietam). He initially musters only 18,000 troops, 
but glacial movements by the Army of the Potomac allows two divisions of Gen¬ 
eral Thomas J. Jackson’s corps to arrive and deploy on the Confederate left flank. 
Jackson’s final division under General Ambrose P. Hill is still at Harper’s Ferry, 17 
miles distant, processing paroles and gathering captured supplies. Hill is ordered 
to march immediately once he completes his work there. Toward evening. General 
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George B. McClellan and the main Union army arrive and make a leisurely deploy¬ 
ment with 75,000 men—nearly twice the Confederates’s strength. 

WEST: General John Pope, newly appointed commander of the Department of the 
Northwest, arrives at St. Paul, Minnesota, to direct military operations against the 
Santee (Sioux). 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union whaler Courser off the Azores. 

September 17 

North: The Battle of Antietam commences at 5:30 a.m. when 12,000 soldiers of 
General Joseph Hooker’s I Corps advance against the Confederate left under Gen¬ 
eral Thomas J. Jackson. In stiff fighting Hooker sweeps away the first rows of defend¬ 
ers past the North Wood and onto a nearby Cornfield. Suddenly, General John B. 
Hood’s Texas Brigade bursts on the scene, crashes into Hooker’s Federals, and hurJs 
them back. Action recommences when the XII Corps under General Joseph Man¬ 
sfield approaches to the left of Hooker, seizes the East Woods, and begins to press 
Jackson back from Dunker Church. Severe fighting ensues and, once Mansfield is 
killed in action, the Confederates again drive the Northerners back. Fighting then 
flares anew when General John Sedgwick’s division of General Edwin V. Sumner’s 
Corps charges back into the West Woods and is riddled from three sides by Jackson’s 
remaining troops. Sedgwick hastily falls back as two fresh Confederate divisions are 
shunted over from the right flank by General Robert E. Lee. Jackson is then ordered 
to counterattack across the line and he does so, being heavily repulsed in turn. The 
frightful carnage attests to little gain by either army, but Jackson stilJ stands his 
ground. Momentum consequently shifts to the Confederate center where an equally 
brutal contest is shaping up. 

General Daniel H. Hill, without additional support, commands 5,000 men 
deployed along the length of a sunken road. At midday, he is hit by two remaining 
divisions of Sumner’s V Corps, and a tremendous firefight erupts along the line. 
Both sides endure grievous casualties but Hill clings tenaciously to his embattle- 
ments. The Southern position then is suddenly compromised when an officer mis¬ 
takenly takes his regiment out of line and Union reinforcements pour through. 
Hill then withdraws through a deadly enfilade fire that drops men in clumps and 
bequeaths to his position the unsavory nickname of “Bloody Lane.” The Confeder¬ 
ate center is now laid bare after tremendous sacrifice, and all General George B. 
McClellan needs to do is to order the 25,000 man V Corps under General Fitz John 
Porter out of reserves and forward. This he fails to do, again squandering an excel¬ 
lent chance to destroy the Army of Northern Virginia. 

As fighting dies down across Lee’s center, the locus of combat shifts again to 
the Confederate right. Here the IX Corps under General Ambrose E. Burnside 
makes several ineffectual attempts to cross a stone bridge over Antietam Creek, 
which finally succeeds at 3:00 p.m. Burnside then brings up four fresh divisions 
against the Confederates, whose right flank has been picked clean by earlier fight¬ 
ing, and he is opposed by only 500 Georgia infantry under Colonel Robert Toombs. 
Another moment of decision has arrived, and swift marching would have destroyed 
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Battle of Antietam/Sharpsburg September 1 7, 1862 (Library of Congress) 


the Confederates, but Burnside advances slowly. Just as he begins to position units 
to attack, his own left is assailed suddenly by General Ambrose P. Hill’s “Light Divi¬ 
sion,” which has been marched rapidly from Harper’s Ferry since noon. Furious 
fighting drives the Federals back to their starting point at about 4:00 p.m., which 
saves the Confederate army When McClellan declines to resume the contest, the 
fighting ends at about 5:00 p.m. 

Antietam is technically a drawn battle, but it exacts a horrific toll for both con¬ 
testants. McClellan, with 75,000 present (although 25,000 were not engaged) suffers 
2,108 killed, 9,549 wounded, and 753 missing (12,410). Lee, who can ill-afford such 
attrition, loses almost as many: 1,512 killed, 7,816 wounded, and 1,844 missing 
(11,172). The combined total of 3,500 dead and 17,000 wounded renders this the 
single bloodiest day in American military history, a toll unexceeded by any battle in 
any conflict, including World War 11. The battle also underscores McClellan’s inade¬ 
quacy as a combat commander for he continually frittered away his numerical supe¬ 
riority in uncoordinated, piecemeal attacks. Lee, meanwhile, is fortunate enough 
to survive intact and has little recourse but to conclude his Maryland campaign on 
a very bloody note and retreat back into Virginia. His failure also grants President 
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Abraham Lincoln the military pretext he is seeking to announce his Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

Generals George G. Meade and Alpheus S. Williams become commanders of the 
I Gorps and XII Corps, Army of the Potomac, respectively. 

South: General Ormsby M. Mitchel becomes commander of the Department of the 
South (South Carolina, Georgia, Florida), 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s 30,000 Confederates capture 4,000 Federal troops 
under Colonel John T. Wilder at Munfordsville, Kentucky, but only after a unique 
play of chivalry unfolds. Wilder, an amateur soldier, is perplexed at what to do next 
and arrives unannounced at General Simon B. Buckner’s headquarters under a flag 
of truce. He is seeking Buckner’s personal advice as a gentleman. Buckner willingly 
obliges his adversary by leading him around Confederate lines to highlight their 
stark superiority in numbers. Only then does Wilder agree to lay down his arms, 
and his entire command is paroled and released. Bragg’s success subsequently forces 
Union general George W. Morgan back through the Cumberland Gap, exposing 
newly emergent Unionists in eastern Tennessee to retaliation. 

Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union whaler Virginia off the Azores. 

The USS William G. Anderson seizes the Confederate schooner Reindeer in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

September 18 

North: General Robert E. Lee disengages and begins to ferry the Army of Northern 
Virginia across the Potomac at Blackford’s Ford, Maryland, and back into Virginia. 
He departs, leaving thousands of casualties in his wake. Superior Union forces under 
General George B. McClellan, however, fail to interfere or even actively to pursue. 
South: General Earl Van Dorn, commanding the Confederate garrison at Vicks¬ 
burg, Mississippi, orders General Sterling Price and his 15,000 men to rendezvous 
with him at Pocahontas, Tennessee, and to assist the campaign of General Braxton 
Bragg. He remains unaware that two Union columns are closing on Price’s base at 
luka, to prevent him from doing exactly that. 

Southwest: General James H. Carleton succeeds General Edward R. S. Canby to 
command the Department of New Mexico. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union whaler Elisha Dunbar off the Azores. 

September 19 

North: Pursuing Union forces skirmish with withdrawing Confederates at Boteler’s 
Ford on the Potomac River near Shepherdstown Ford, Maryland. General Robert 
E. Lee previously had posted chief of artillery General William N. Pendleton at the 
ford with 45 cannon, a small detachment of infantry, and orders to hold off pursu¬ 
ers until the next day. Around noon. General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps appears 
on the other bank and begins to slip infantry brigades of General Charles Griffin 
and Colonel James Barnes across the river. As heavy fighting breaks across the line, 
Pendleton loses his nerve, gallops back to Lee’s headquarters, and announces that all 
his artillery has been captured. Counteracting this loss. General Thomas J. Jackson 
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is instructed to push General Ambrose P. Hill’s division toward the ford and block 
any possible Union pursuit. 

The Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia is estab¬ 
lished with General Gustavus W. Smith as commander. 

West: The 30,000-man Army of Tennessee of General Braxton Bragg occupies 
Glasgow, Kentucky, 30 miles east of Bowling Green. 

Union columns of 9,000 men each under Generals William S. Rosecrans and 
Edward O. C. Ord march west and south of luka, Mississippi, attempting to crush 
15,000 Confederates under General Sterling Price between them. However, Price’s 
cavalry alert him of their approach, and he prepares to attack Rosecrans before both 
columns unite. General Henry Little’s division then spearheads the assault, crum¬ 
pling the Union left and seizing nine cannon of the 11th Ohio Battery. Fortunately 
for Rosecrans, he is able to rush up reinforcements and form a new line 600 yards 
to the rear, which the Confederates assail but, after the death of General Little, fail 
to break. As night falls. Price abandons his attack and withdraws. Casualties include 
86 Southerners killed, 408 wounded, and 200 captured to Union losses of 141 men 
dead, 613 injured, and 36 missing. 

In a curious turn of events, Ord’s force, which could have tipped the balance 
decisively, never budges. He is ordered to move as soon as he hears the sound of 
gunfire, but owing to a phenomenon called acoustic shadow, he never hears a shot. 
Moreover, Ord assumes that smoke rising on the skyline is that of luka being burned 
to prevent capture. Rosecrans thus is forced to bear the brunt of battle unsupported, 
which allows Price to escape. This embarrassment also generates considerable fric¬ 
tion among Rosecrans, Ord, and Ulysses S. Grant. Nevertheless, the discouraged 
Price withdraws southward, now unable to support the army of General Braxton 
Bragg in Tennessee. He thereupon elects to link up with Confederate forces under 
General Earl Van Dorn in Mississippi, who is himself planning an eventual attack 
on Corinth. 

The Department of the Missouri is reconstituted while that of Kansas is 
disbanded. 

Naval: The Federal ram USS Queen of the West trades shots with Confederate bat¬ 
teries and infantry near Bolivar, Mississippi. 

September 20 

South: A Confederate division under General Ambrose. P. Hill advances against 
two Union brigades crossing Boteler’s Ford into Virginia. As he deploys to attack, 
several of his brigades come under severe fire from 70 Union cannon posted across 
the river. The Confederates nonetheless charge and drive the Federals back across 
the stream in a stiff fight. The 118th Pennsylvania is particularly hard hit, being 
forced over a high bluff and into the Potomac River while Confederates man the 
high bank, shooting at them as they swim. As events turn out. General William N. 
Pendleton’s alarm is completely unfounded: the Southerners lose only four can¬ 
non. Thereafter Pendleton is restricted to administrative functions. Casualties in 
this sharp action total 261 Confederates and 363 Federals. With his rear now secure. 
General Robert E. Lee next orders the main army back upon Opequon Creek. 
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West: General Braxton Bragg takes his army of 30,000 men out of Munfordville, 
Kentucky, and proceeds northeast to Bardsville. There, he hopes to engage the loom¬ 
ing Army of the Ohio under General Don C. BueU. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont warns Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus 
V. Fox of the perils of attacking so heavily a fortified port as Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina. “It is a cul de sac,” he declares, “and resembles a porcupine’s hide turned outside 
in than anything else, with no outlet—you go into the bag—no running forts as at 
New Orleans.” Fiis admonitions go unheeded by the Navy Department. 

The USS Albatross captures the Confederate schooner Two Sisters near the Rio 
Grande, Texas. 

September 21 

South: Union forces crossing the Potomac River into Virginia skirmish heavily with 
Confederates at Shepherdstown before disengaging. 

West: General Braxton Bragg advances Confederate forces toward Bardstown, Ken¬ 
tucky, for the purpose of uniting with General Edmund Kirby-Smith. Meanwhile, 
Union forces under General Don C. Buell occupy Louisville ahead of the Southern¬ 
ers. Other Federal troops recapture Mumsfordville. 

Naval: The USS Albatross captures the Confederate schooner Two Sisters off the Rio 
Grande River, Texas. 

September 22 

Politics: The Emancipation Proclamation is unveiled by President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln, which promises freedom for all African Americans currently held in seces¬ 
sionist states. However, he carefully skirts the issue as it pertains to slaveholding 
border states. Public reaction in the North decidedly is mixed and ranges from 
wild enthusiasm in New England to angry protests elsewhere. But his stance lessens 
chances that Erance or Britain will intervene on the Confederacy’s behalf to preserve 
the institution of slavery, long banned in Europe. 

WEST: Union forces reoccupy Harper’s Ferry in western Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Wyandank captures the Confederate schooner Southerner on the 
Goan River, Virginia. 

September 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation first appears in 
the Northern press; reaction is mixed and ranges from antipathy to admiration. 
West: The Department of the Tennessee arises with General George H. Thomas as 
commander. 

After Confederate guerrillas attack the steamer Eugene on the Mississippi River 
near Randolph, Tennessee, Union troops land and raze the town in retaliation. 

Little Crow’s band of 800 Mdewkanton Santee (Sioux) warriors flee up the 
Minnesota Valley, pursed by 1,600 volunteer and troops under Colonel Henry H. 
Sibley. Sibley then encamps for the evening at Lone Tree Lake (reported as Wood 
Lake), and Little Wolf suddenly turns on his pursuers and prepares to attack at 
dawn. Eortunately for Sibley, when several of his men attempt to desert, they run 
headlong into the Indian ambush, and the entire camp is alerted. The ensuing San- 
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tee assault is heavily repelled by artillery, and Chief Mankato, along with 30 of his 
warriors, is killed. The Americans sustain seven dead and 30 wounded. Sibley then 
presses ahead, and the bulk of the Santee nation surrenders en masse. The Union 
troops rescue 269 white hostages while taking 2,000 Native Americans prisoners. 
Several captives will hang for their role in the uprising, but the bulk of the tribe’s 
members are slated for eventual settlement along the Niobrara River, Nebraska 
Territory. 

Naval: The USS Alabama captures the British blockade-runner Nelly near Ossabaw 
Sound, Georgia. 

September 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes suspension of all writs of habeas 
corpus as enunciated by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. Furthermore, military 
trials are now required for all persons suspected of dodging the draft or encourag¬ 
ing disloyal practices. 

A three-day conference of Union governors convenes in Altoona, Pennsylvania, 
at the behest of Governor Andrew G. Curtin. They gather to pledge continuing sup¬ 
port for the president and to discuss new ideas on how to best prosecute the war. 

The Confederate Congress adopts the seal of the Confederacy 
South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard replaces General John C. Pemberton as 
commander of the Confederate Department of South Carolina and Georgia. 
West: General Samuel R. Curtis takes charge of the Department of Missouri. 

September 25 

West: The Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell reaches Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, and prepares for a possible confrontation with Confederate forces under 
General Braxton Bragg. 

Naval: The USS Florida captures the British schooner Agnes as it tries running the 
blockade at St. Andrew’s Sound, Georgia. 

The USS Kensington and Rachel Seaman, assisted by mortar schooner Henry 
James, shell Confederate batteries along Sabine Pass, Texas. The city then surrenders 
to landing parties who go ashore, march inland, and burn a bridge. 

September 26 

Naval: Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont proposes employing floating, coal-carrying 
hulks, attended by coaling schooners, that can directly transfer fuel to ships still on 
station. This visionary suggestion anticipates the 20th-century practice of employ¬ 
ing fleet oilers to fuel warships at sea. 

The USS State of Georgia and Mystic sink an unnamed blockade-runner off New 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

September 27 

Politics: The Second Confederate Conscription Act is enacted, mandating that 
all men between 35 and 45 years of age are subject to conscription. It does make 
allowances for religious conscientious objectors, provided that they pay a $500 
exemption tax. 
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South: The first regiment of former African-American slaves, the Chasseurs 
d’Afrique, musters into Union service at New Orleans, Louisiana, at the behest of 
General Benjamin F. Butler. 

Naval: The USS Kittatinny captures the Confederate schooner Emma off the Texas 
coast. 

September 28 

West: The armies of General Sterling Price and Earl Van Dorn unite at Ripley, Ten¬ 
nessee, prior to offensive operations against the vital railroad junction at Corinth, 
Mississippi. Van Dorn, who enjoys seniority over Price, enjoys grudging overall 
command. 

Naval: The USS State of Georgia and Mystic capture the British blockade-runner 
Sunbeam off New Inlet, North Carolina. 

September 29 

South: General John E Reynolds becomes commander of the I Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

West: Union general Jefferson C. Davis has a heated contretemps with his supe¬ 
rior, General William “Bull” Nelson, and fatally shoots him at a hotel in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

The combined armies of Generals Earl Van Dorn and Sterling Price, numbering 
22,000 men, depart Ripley, Mississippi, and begin to maneuver toward the impor¬ 
tant railroad junction at Corinth. 

September 30 

West: The Army of Mississippi under General Braxton Bragg begins to concentrate 
at Bardstown, Kentucky, 30 miles southeast of General Don C. Buell’s main Union 
force at Louisville. 

A strong detachment of 4,500 Union and territorial troops under General 
Colonel Edward Salomon skirmishes with a small Confederate detachment at 
Newtonia, Missouri; the skirmish rapidly escalates into a battle as reinforce¬ 
ments arrive from both sides. Newly arrived Southerners under Colonel Doug¬ 
las H. Cooper are handled roughly by Salomon’s men, firing from enfilade, and 
they are rescued only by the timely appearance of Colonel Joseph O. Shelby’s 
5th Missouri Cavalry and several battalions of mounted Cherokee, Chickasaw, 
and Choctaw. This new infusion of numbers gives Cooper 6,000 men, and he 
presses the Federals hard on both flanks. Salomon consequently orders his men 
to retreat toward Sarcoxie, which is accomplished under close pursuit. Cooper 
reports his losses at 12 killed, 63 wounded, and three missing; Union casualties 
number about 400. 

October 1 

West: President Abraham Lincoln confers with General George B. McClellan at 
Harper’s Perry, western Virginia, over impending strategy. 

The 50,000-man Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell departs Louis¬ 
ville, Kentucky, in four columns; three of these will concentrate at Perryville while a 
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fourth is assigned to demonstrate toward Confederate-held Frankfort. Their move¬ 
ments are complicated by incessant heat and growing lack of water. 

General John C. Pemberton arrives at Vicksburg, Mississippi, supplanting Earl 
Van Dorn as commander of the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 
Naval: All army vessels of the Western Gunboat Fleet are formally transferred from 
the War Department to the Navy Department. Command of the newly designated 
Mississippi Squadron now devolves on Captain David D. Porter, who replaces the 
less aggressive, scientifically oriented Charles H. Davis. 

October 2 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln sets up his tent right next to General George B. 
McClellan’s headquarters in an attempt to spur the reluctant dragon into action. 
West: The Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell slowly begins to press on 
Bardstown, Kentucky, prior to a further advance toward Frankfort, the provisional 
Confederate capital. His movement is detected by scouts commanded by General 
Patrick R. Gleburne, who then alert Confederate headquarters. 

A force of 22,000 Confederates under Generals Earl Van Dorn and Sterling Price 
enter Chewalla, Tennessee, 10 miles northwest of their intended target, Corinth, 
Mississippi. By this subterfuge, Van Dorn hopes to dupe the Union commander, 
General William S. Rosecrans, into thinking that his forces actually are marching 
north into Tennessee to assist General Braxton Bragg. 

October 3 

South: A combined expedition under General John M. Brannon captures a Con¬ 
federate battery at St. John’s Bluff and then occupies Jacksonville, Florida. 

West: Confederate forces numbering 22,000 troops under General Earl van Dorn 
and Sterling Price attack 23,000 Union troops commanded by General William S. 
Rosecrans at Corinth, Mississippi. Van Dorn arrays his three divisions under Gener¬ 
als Mansfield Lovell, Dabney Maury, and Louis Hebert in an arc along the northern 
fringes of the town. Rosecrans, meanwhile, deploys his men in several, mutually 
supporting lines of defense with all intervals between covered by carefully sited 
cannon. These fortifications lie 400 yards distant from the main defensive lines 
constructed in town. The impetuous Van Dorn encounters the first line of Union 
earthworks at about 9:30 a.m., after which the Confederates, with great gallantry 
and heavy losses, grind the defenders back toward their second line. This action, 
however, has the effect of further concentrating and compacting the Union line, and 
resistance stiffens while heat, fatigue, and a lack of water weaken the Southerners. 
By nightfall. Van Dorn redeploys his command in a semicircle around Rosecrans’s 
fieldworks and five lunettes (fixed batteries). Ignoring heavy casualties, he intends 
to attack on the morrow and clinch the victory before Union reinforcements arrive 
from outlying areas. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Perry, Hunchback, and Whitehead trade shots with 
Confederate forces along the Blackwater River, Virginia, for six hours. However, 
they are thwarted in their attempt to reach Franklin by obstacles thrown into 
the river. 
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The USS Westfield, Harriet Lane, Owasco, and Clifton, accompanied by the mor¬ 
tar schooner Henry James, pound Confederate positions at Galveston, Texas. Land¬ 
ing parties subsequently arrive ashore and capture the city. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union ship Brilliant on the high seas. 

October 4 

Politics: In the Confederate-held capital of Frankfort, Kentucky, Governor Rich¬ 
ard Hawes is sworn into office with General Braxton Bragg in attendance. However, 
the attendant festivities are cancelled when word of 20,000 approaching Union 
troops arrives. 

North: President Abraham Lincoln returns from the headquarters of General 
George B. McClellan after a day of visiting the campsite and hospitals. 

West: At 4:00 a.m.. Confederate forces under General Earl Van Dorn resume 
attacking General William S. Rosecrans’s defensive works at Corinth, Mississippi. 
General Louis Hebert previously reported himself ill and is replaced by General 
Martin E. Green, a switch entailing some command confusion. Worse still for the 
Confederates, General Mansfield Lovell, fearful of wasting his men in headlong 
attacks against an entrenched foe, remains deliberately unengaged. By dint of hard 
fighting and heavy sacrifice, part of Green’s force storms and seizes the Robinson 
lunette, Rosecrans’s main battery, while his remaining brigades force their way 
into the town. In both instances, they encounter intractable resistance and soon 
are evicted in vicious hand-to-hand fighting. Van Dorn finally concedes defeat at 
about 1:00 p.m. and orders a withdrawal back to Ripley. Rosecrans, astutely plan¬ 
ning and conducting an able defense in depth, finally prevails in one of the war’s 
most hard-fought encounters. Federal losses are put at 355 killed, 1,841 wounded, 
and 324 missing (2,520) while Van Dorn sustains 473 dead, 1,997 injured, and 
1,763 captured or missing (4,233) —losses the Confederacy could ill afford in this 
theater. Generals Lovell and Hebert are also relieved of command, pending a mili¬ 
tary tribunal. Control of western Tennessee and northern Mississippi begins to 
pass irrevocably into Union hands, and the locus of war in the West gradually shifts 
to Vicksburg. 

Confederate Indians under Colonel Douglas H. Cooper retreat from Newto- 
nia, Missouri, and back onto the Indian Territory in the face of Union advances 
directed by General John M. Schofield. Cooper’s cavalry, under Colonel Joseph O. 
Shelby, withdraws separately to the Boston Mountains in southwestern Arkansas 
and regroups. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Thomas Freeborn occupy Dumfries, Virginia, 
to destroy the telegraph office and its numerous wires. 

Armed boats from USS Somerset and Tahoma destroy Confederate saltworks at 
Depot Key, Florida. 

October 5 

Diplomacy: British prime minister Lord Palmerston and Foreign Secretary Lord 
Russell had been leaning in favor of recognizing the Confederacy, a fact made eas¬ 
ier by the embarrassing Union defeats of the spring and summer. Their plans are 
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derailed on receiving word of Antietam and the Emancipation Proclamation as 
much of British public opinion finds the preservation of slavery unpalatable. 
West: Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg withdraw from Bard- 
stown, Kentucky, cautiously pursued by the Army of the Ohio under General Don 
C. Buell. 

General Earl Van Dorn’s Confederates retreat from Corinth, Mississippi, to 
Holly Springs. They are intercepted by Union troops under General Edward O. C. 
Ord along the Hatchie River, Tennessee. An intense but indecisive clash erupts, and 
the Southerners continue retrograding, covered by cavalry under General Joseph 
Wheeler. This movement signifies the end of the hard-fought, but badly waged 
Corinth campaign. 

October 6 

North: President Abraham Lincoln, frustrated at the dithering of General George 
C. McClellan, orders General Henry W. Halleck to prod the general to advance into 
Virginia to engage the enemy. “The President directs that you cross the Potomac and 
give battle to the enemy or drive him south,” Halleck’s telegram reads, “Your army 
must move now while the roads are good.” McClellan, as usual, largely ignores the 
directive. 

General Jacob D. Cox is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: General Joseph Einegan becomes commander of Confederate forces in East 
Florida; those in West Florida are assigned to General John H. Forney. 

WEST: The Army of the Ohio under General Don C. Buell occupies Bardstown, 
Kentucky, as Confederates under General Braxton Bragg continue withdrawing 
toward Harrodsburg. Skirmishing intensifies as the two forces close. 

Naval: The USS Rachel Seaman captures the British blockade-runner Dart off 
Sabine Pass, Texas. 

October 7 

North: General George B. McClellan, who is himself opposed to the Emancipation 
Proclamation, issues a general order reminding many disgruntled officers of their 
legal subordination to civilian authority. 

General Darius N. Couch replaces General Edwin V. Sumter aa commander of 
II Gorps, Army of the Potomac. 

West: The III Corps of General Charles C. Gilbert, Army of the Ohio, trudges down 
the Springfield Road near the vicinity of Perryville, Kentucky, suffering greatly from 
intense heat. He then dispatches General Philip Sheridan’s brigade to seize nearby 
watering holes from enemy skirmishers commanded by General William J. Hardee 
lurking to his front. Gilbert’s arrival induces General Braxton Bragg to begin to 
mass the 16,000 men of his Army of Mississippi for an attack. However, due to poor 
cavalry reconnaissance, Bragg remains unaware that two more Union corps under 
General Don C. Buell also arrive later in the day, granting him a total of 25,000 men. 
An additional 32,000 Federal troops are also within marching distance. 

General Gordon Granger assumes command of the Union Army of Kentucky. 
Union general Eugene A. Carr becomes commander of the Army of the 
Southwest. 
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Naval: The army transport Darlington attacks and captures the Confederate steamer 
Governor Milton in St. John’s River, Florida. 

Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and 
burns the Union bark Wave Crest and the brig Dunkirk off Nova Scotia. 

October 8 

North: James N. McPherson is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

General Orlando B. Wilcox succeeds General Jacob D. Cox as head of IX Corps, 
Army of the Potomac. 

West: General Franz Sigel leads a reconnaissance from Fairfax Court House to 
Aldie, Virginia, skirmishing en route. 

General Don C. Buell arranges his 25,000 men for battle near PerryviUe, Ken¬ 
tucky. Today, he deploys the I Corps of General Alexander McCook on his left, the 
III Corps of General Charles Gilbert in his center, and the II Gorps under General 
Thomas Crittenden on his right. Previously, Confederates under General Leonidas 
Polk had advanced to attack the Union force, then reported as a single corps, but 
Polk assumes defensive positions after perceiving their superior numbers. At 10:00 
A.M., General Braxton Bragg arrives at the front and orders the Confederates for¬ 
ward against the Union left, regardless. General William J. Hardee is also directed 
to position his troops along the center to keep Union forces at bay. Bragg’s attack 
kicks off at about 2:00 p.m. when Polk’s command, infiltrating through a ravine 
that remained propitiously undefended, suddenly turns McCook’s left flank and 
violently drives him back. The Federals stumble away in confusion for nearly a mile 
before new lines can be stabilized. Buell, meanwhile, remains in his tent at some 
distance to the rear, unaware of the fighting owing to “acoustic shadow.” This phe¬ 
nomenon prevents the noise of battle from being heard at headquarters, although 
the general is eventually alerted by messengers. Buell then spurs his horse onward, 
arriving on the field at about 4:00 p.m. 

In the re-formed center, Gilbert’s III Corps handily repulses a Confederate 
attack by Colonel Samuel Powell’s brigade as troops under General Phil Sheridan 
begin to press through their lines. Sheridan, however, lends no assistance to the 
hard-pressed McGook on his left, having been ordered by Buell to ignore that 
sector. Fighting rages on until darkness when Bragg, though he wins a tactical 
victory of sorts, finally perceives that he is badly outnumbered. That evening he 
issues orders to fall back on Harrodsburg, capably screened by horsemen under 
Colonel Joseph Wheeler. The Battle of PerryviUe proves a costly encounter for 
both sides: Buell records his losses as 845 killed, 2,851 wounded, and 515 missing 
(4,211) while Bragg sustains 510 killed, 2,635 wounded, and 251 missing (3,405). 
Buell’s casualties, although slightly heavier, also constitute a smaller percentage 
of his overall force, whereas the Confederates suffer a staggering loss rate of 
20 percent. Moreover, PerryviUe signals the end of Bragg’s promising Kentucky 
campaign; hereafter, the state is secured and brought more firmly into the Union 
fold. 

Naval: Confederates burn the steamer Blanche off Havana, Cuba, to prevent its 
capture by the USS Montgomery. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and then releases the Union packet Tonawanda on bond off Nova Scotia. 

October 9 

South: James Longstreet and Edmund Kirby-Smith are promoted to lieutenant 
general, C.S.A. 

October 10 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis encourages the Confederate Congress to draft 
4,500 African Americans for the purpose of constructing fortifications in and 
around Richmond, Virginia. 

North: 1,800 Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart clatter out of Dark- 
esville, Virginia, and ford the Potomac River near Black Creek, Maryland. Their 
orders are to destroy the Cumberland Valley Railroad bridge near Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, a major supply artery for the Army of the Potomac. This is the genesis 
of Stuart’s second celebrated foray around General George B. McClellan’s army. 
South: William J. Hardee, Thomas J. Jackson, John C. Pemberton, and Leonidas 
Polk gain appointment as lieutenant generals, C.S.A. 

John B. Hood and George E. Pickett are appointed major generals, C.S.A. 
Southwest: General John B. Magruder is assigned command of the Department 
of Texas. 

October 11 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis modifies the draft law to exempt aU persons own¬ 
ing 20 or more slaves. This rule serves to heighten a pervasive sense of class conflict, and 
many politicians accuse Davis of waging “a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight.” 
North: Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, is captured briefly and held by Confederate 
general J. E. B. Stuart, who destroys several locomotives, paroles 300 Union prison¬ 
ers, and makes off with 500 horses. However, his main objective, the iron railroad 
bridge in town, could not be wrecked in time. Stuart then cuts east to Cashtown, south 
to Emmitsburg, Maryland, and finally fords the Potomac at White’s Ferry His latest 
venture covers 180 miles in two days without serious Union opposition, and he also 
seizes 1,200 horses. 

West: Union forces reoccupy Harrodsburg, Kentucky, in the wake of retreating 
Confederates under General Braxton Bragg. 

Naval: The USS Monticello captures the British schooner Revere off Frying Pan 
Shoals, North Carolina. 

The USS Maratanza is damaged by Confederate artillery fire off Cape Fear, 
North Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union vessel Manchester. Reading captured New York newspapers, he 
also learns of the dispositions of several U.S. Navy warships looking for him. 

October 12 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart recross the Potomac 
near Poolesville, Virginia, completing another famous sojourn from the saddle. 
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The military results of the raid prove insignificant, but they completely discourage 
General George B. McGlellan, rendering him even more cautious than usual. 
WEST: General Earl Van Dorn is appointed formally commander of all Confederate 
forces in Mississippi. 

Federal troops gather at Ozark, Missouri, to begin a campaign headed for Yell- 
vUle, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Restless captures the Confederate schooner Elmira Cornelius off 
the South Carolina coast. 

Confederate commander and noted oceanographer Matthew F. Maury skillfully 
pilots the Herald past the Union blockade off Charleston, South Carolina, and then 
sails for Britain to purchase warships for the South. 

October 13 

Politics: The second session, first Confederate Congress, adjourns in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

North: President Abraham Fincoln again urges General George B. McClellan to 
resume offensive operations. “Are you not being overcautious when you assume that 
you cannot do what the enemy is constantly doing?” the president inquires point¬ 
edly. McClellan nonetheless refuses to budge and spends several days reorganizing 
the Army of the Potomac. 

West: General Jacob D. Cox accepts command of the Federal District of Western 
Virginia. 

Defeated Confederates under General Braxton Bragg and Edmund Kirby-Smith 
filter through the Cumberland Gap and back into Tennessee. The much-heralded 
Kentucky offensive fails, representing the high point of Confederate fortunes in the 
center region. 

Naval: The USS America seizes the Confederate schooner David Crockett as it runs 
the blockade off Charleston, South Carolina. 

October 14 

Politics: Elections held in Pennsylvania, Iowa, Ohio, and Indiana result in Demo¬ 
cratic Party gains. The new members largely oppose emancipation and favor peace¬ 
ful accommodation with the Confederacy. 

WEST: General John C. Pemberton assumes command of the Department of Mis¬ 
sissippi and East Louisiana at Vicksburg from General Earl Van Dorn. 

Naval: The USS Memphis captures the British blockade-runner Ouachita off Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

October 15 

North: Troops from the Army of the Potomac advance from Sharpsburg, Mary¬ 
land, to Smithfield in western Virginia, while also conducting reconnaissance opera¬ 
tions in and around Harper’s Ferry. 

WEST: General John H. Morgan proposes to General Edmund Kirby-Smith another 
protracted raid on Union lines of communication throughout central Kentucky. 
Permission is granted. 
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Naval: Landing parties from the USS Fort Henry, while scouting up the Apalachicola 
River, Florida, encounter and capture the Confederate sloop G. L. Brockenborough. 

Armed boats from the USS Rachel Seaman and Kensington bombard and destroy 
a railroad bridge at Taylor’s Bayou, Texas, to prevent the transit of heavy cannon 
through Sabine Pass. They then burn schooners Stonewall and Lone Star, along with 
a Confederate barracks. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union bark Lamplighter off Nova Scotia. 

October 16 

North: Several Pennsylvania counties experience violent resistance to a Federal 
militia draft. 

General George B. McClellan finally is prodded into launching two probing 
actions from Sharpsburg, Maryland, and Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. 

West: General John Echols supplants General William W. Loring as commander of 
the Confederate Department of Western Virginia. 

Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg continue their leisurely with¬ 
drawal through the Cumberland Gap bottleneck without interference from Union 
forces under General Don C. Buell. 

The Department of the Tennessee is resurrected with General Ulysses S. Grant 
as commander. He begins to marshal men and resources for an immediate cam¬ 
paign against Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

October 17 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan takes 1,800 cavalry and departs from the Confeder¬ 
ate camp, 25 miles southeast of Richmond, Kentucky, on his second major raid of the 
war. He rides toward the lightly guarded town of Lexington, intending to storm it. 

October 18 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan and 1,800 raiders suddenly attack and evict the 
Union garrison from Lexington, Kentucky, seizing both the town and 125 prisoners. 
During the next 12 days, Morgan cuts a circuitous swath across Kentucky, damaging 
railroad tracks and bridges. 

October 19 

West: General Braxton Bragg continues leading elements of his defeated Army of Ten¬ 
nessee south through the Cumberland Gap, Kentucky. General Don C. BueU is subject 
to increasing criticism for allowing Confederate forces to withdraw unmolested. 

October 20 

North: General Henry W. Slocum is appointed commander of XII Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. 

West: Union forces collecting on the Gallatin Pike near Nashville, Tennesee, repulse 
a cavalry attack by General Nathan B. Forrest. 

Gonfederate marauders operating near Bardstown, Kentucky, capture a train of 
81 Union wagons. 
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President Abraham Lincoln instructs former-politician-turned general John A. 
McClernand to command the newly formed Army of the Mississippi and with it 
to mount an expedition with troops from Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa against Vicks¬ 
burg, Mississippi. This action complicates, and infringes on, efforts already under¬ 
way by General Ulysses S. Grant. 

October 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln urges elections in Tennessee for new state 
and congressional officials. 

President Jefferson Davis advises General Theophdus H. Holmes of Confederate 
plans for an offensive to clear Tennessee and Arkansas of Federal forces. 

Naval: The USS Louisville and the troop transport Meteor capture Bledsoe’s Land¬ 
ing and Hamblin’s Landing, Arkansas, burning both towns in retaliation for guer¬ 
rilla attacks on vessels. 

October 22 

West: General Braxton Bragg leisurely evacuates the last of his Confederate forces 
through the Cumberland Gap, two weeks after his defeat at Perryville and unim¬ 
peded by Union troops under General Don C. BueU. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler capture London, Kentucky. 
Union forces prevail in a heavy engagement at Maysville, Arkansas, capturing 
Confederate artillery and horses. 

Naval: The USS Penobscot seizes the British brig Robert Bruce off Cape Fear, North 
Carolina. 

The USS Ellis destroys the blockade-runner Adelaide off New Topsail Inlet, 
North Carolina. 

Battery crews from the USS Wabash man three 12-pounder boat howitzers 
and assist Union troops in a battle at Pocotaglico (Yemassee), South Carolina. The 
Northerners nonetheless are repulsed and withdraw. 

October 23 

Naval: The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and burns the 
Union bark Lafayette near Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

October 24 

West: General Don C. Buell is sacked as commander of the Army of the Ohio for 
failing to aggressively pursue and destroy General Braxton Bragg’s defeated army, 
now safely reposing at Knoxville and Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Command of the Department of the Cumberland passes to General William S. 
Rosecrans. 

A Federal expedition out of Independence, Missouri, skirmishes heavily with 
Confederate irregulars near Greenton, Chapel Hill, and HopeweU. 

Naval: The Confederate raider SS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and burns the Federal whaler Lafayette off Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

An armed party of mounted sailors from the USS Baron de Kalb skirmishes with 
Confederates scouts at Hopefield, Arkansas, and captures them after a running fight 
of nine miles. 
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October 25 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln again urges General George B. McClellan 
to commit the Army of the Potomac to offensive operations in Virginia. When the 
general informs the president of his fatigued horses, an angry chief executive cables 
back, “Will you pardon me for asking what the horses of your army have done since 
the battle of Antietam that fatigue anything?” 

South: Union forces under General Benjamin F. Butler attack and seize Donaldson- 
ville, Louisiana, from Confederates under General Godfrey Weitzel. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant receives control of the newly constituted XIII Corps 
within the Department of the Tennessee. 

October 26 

North: General Samuel P. Heintzelman succeeds Nathaniel P. Banks as commander 
of the Washington, D.C., defenses. 

South: After continual prodding. General George B. McClellan finally crosses the 
Potomac River back into Virginia, but he moves so slowly that General Robert E. 
Lee’s Confederates easily interpose themselves between the invaders and Richmond. 
Nevertheless, President Abraham Lincoln “rejoiced” at the news. 

West: The Union Army of the Mississippi under General John A. McClernand is 
disbanded and reassigned, largely through the machinations of General Ulysses S. 
Grant. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union schooner Crenshaw off ITalifax, Nova Scotia. 

October 27 

West: General William S. Rosecrans receives command of the XIV Corps in 
Tennessee. 

Union forces prevail in a heavy skirmish at Labadieville, Louisiana, losing 18 killed 
and 74 wounded to a Southern tally of she killed, 15 wounded, and 208 captured. 
Naval: Boats from the USS Flag capture the British steamer Anglia in Bulls Bay, 
South Carolina. 

October 28 

South: General George B. McClellan continues advancing—albeit it at a snail’s 
pace—against Confederate forces at Warrenton, Virginia. General Robert E. Lee 
counters by falling back to prevent being encircled. 

West: Confederate general John C. Breckinridge becomes commander of the Army 
of Middle Tennessee. 

Roughly 1,000 Federals under General Samuel R. Curtis of the Army of the 
Frontier prepare to engage three times their number at Fayetteville, Arkansas, as the 
latter continues retreating through the Boston Mountains. 

Naval: A quick raid by Confederates under Lieutenant John T. Wood, C.S.N., cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union ship Alleghanian off the mouth of the Rappahannock 
River, Chesapeake Bay. 

The USS Montgomery captures the Confederate steamer Caroline off Pensacola, 
Florida. 
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The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runner Trier at Indian River 
Inlet, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union bark Lauraetta off Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

October 29 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, ignoring the dilatory pace of General George 
B. McClelland’s movement in Virginia, nonetheless is relieved to see the army in 
motion. “When you get entirely across the river let me know,” he pens, “What do 
you know of the enemy.” 

The steady stream of bad news from the West convinces President Jefferson 
Davis that the Confederacy lacks the resources to defend everything. “Our only 
alternatives are to abandon important points,” he cautions, “or to use our limited 
resources as effectively as circumstances will permit.” 

WEST: Pursuing Federal troops recapture 200 head of cattle from Confederate cav¬ 
alry under General J. E. B. Stuart at Petersburg, western Virginia. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Ellis destroy Gonfederate saltworks at New 
Topsail Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Dan bombards Sabine Pass, Texas. Landing parties subsequently cap¬ 
ture and burn a mill and several buildings. 

The CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes the old vessel Baron 
de Castine, which he converts into a cartel vessel, deposits 45 prisoners, and releases 
on a ransom bond. 

October 30 

Diplomacy: Emperor Napoleon III suggests that France, Russia, and Great Britain 
conduct a joint mediation effort to end the American war. Failing that, he recom¬ 
mends recognition of the Gonfederacy. 

North: Gommand of III Corps, Army of the Potomac, passes from General Samuel 
P. Heintzelman to General George Stoneman. 

South: Joseph Wheeler is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

General John M. Brannan resumes command of the Union Department of the 
South following the death of Ormsby M. Mitchel from illness at Beaufort, South 
Carolina. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans formally supplants General Don C. Buell as 
head of the Department of the Cumberland. 

Naval: The U.S. Navy Department announces a $500,000 reward for the capture of 
the Confederate raider “290” (CSS Alabama). A dozen warships, better employed 
elsewhere, are necessarily sent off in pursuit. 

The USS Daylight captures the Confederate schooner Racer near New Topsail 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Connecticut captures the British schooner Hermosa at the mouth of 
the Sabine River, Texas. 

October 31 

West: Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant begin to mass 30,000 troops at 
Grand Junction, Tennessee, in preparation for an advance on Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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Naval: To compensate for its lack of warships, the Confederate Congress autho¬ 
rizes a Torpedo Bureau under General Gabriel J. Rains and an embryonic Naval 
Submarine Battery Service headed by Lieutenant Hunter Davidson. The numerous 
devices they test and deploy prove a menace to Union vessels at sea, in harbors, and 
especially on rivers—ultimately sinking 40 ships. 

The USS Reliance captures the Confederate sloop Rointeroff Alexandria, Virginia. 
Landing parties from the USS Mahaska destroy a Confederate artillery emplace¬ 
ment on Wormley’s Creek and West Point, Virginia. 

The USS Commodore Perry, Hetzel, Hunchback, Valley City, and the gunboat 
Vidette shell a Confederate camp at Plymouth, North Carolina. 

The USS Restless captures the Confederate sloop Susan McPherson off the South 
Carolina coast. 

November 1 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler, commanding the garrison of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, imposes new restrictions on movements in and out of the city. He also 
emancipates all the African-American slaves from nonloyal owners. 

West: General Braxton Bragg assumes control over all Confederate forces in the 
Department of East Tennessee. To that end, the Army of Mississippi and the Army 
of Kentucky are merged into a new entity, the Army of Tennessee. 

Colonel John H. Morgan concludes his second successful raid through Kentucky 
by arriving at Springfield, Tennessee. 

General Ulysses S. Grant prepares his 30,000 troops at Grand Junction, Tennes¬ 
see, and orders three columns to advance down the Mississippi Central Railroad 
toward the important rail junction at Holly Springs. 

Federal forces commence sweeps against Confederate guerrillas under William 
C. Quantrill in Boone and Jackson counties, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Thomas Freeborn captures three Confederate vessels on the Potomac 
River near Maryland Point. 

The USS Louisville captures the Confederate steamer Evansville near Island No. 
36 on the Mississippi River. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union whaler Levi Starbuck off Bermuda. 

November 3 

South: General James Longstreet’s corps deploys along Gulpeper Court House, 
Virginia, and assumes blocking positions in front of the Army of the Potomac under 
General George B. McClellan. 

Union landings on the coasts of Georgia and Florida involve the 1st South Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers under Colonel Thomas W. Higginson, the first African-American 
unit committed to combat operations. 

West: Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill attack and capture a 
Union wagon train at HarrisonviUe, Missouri. 

Naval: Commander Henry K. Thatcher contacts Assistant Naval Secretary Gustavus 
V. Fox and implores that more warships be deployed to the Mediterranean station 
to prelude any chance of Confederate commerce raiding there. 
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The USS Penobscot runs the British blockade-runner Pathfinder aground at 
Shallotte Inlet, North Carolina. 

Federal gunboats USS Kinsman, Estella, St. Mary, Calhoun, and Diana attack 
the CSS Cotton and Confederate shore batteries at Berwick Bay, Louisiana, and are 
repulsed. 

November 4 

Politics: Northern Democrats win significant elections in New York, New Jersey, 
Illinois, and Wisconsin, but Republican victories in California and Michigan offset 
these losses, and the party maintains control of the U.S. House of Representatives. 
North: Richard J. Gatling receives a government patient for his revolutionary, 
rapid-fire Gatling gun, a precursor to modern machine guns. Functional models are 
developed by the end of the war but rarely are committed to combat operations. 
WEST: Union troops under General Ulysses S. Grant occupy La Grange, Tennessee, 
prior to a coordinated descent on Vicksburg with forces already collected at Grand 
Junction. 

Naval: The USS Jacob Bell captures and burns the Confederate schooner Robert 
Wilbur on Nomini Creek, a tributary of the Potomac River. 

The USS Coeur de Lion, Teaser, and S. H. Poole evacuate Union sympathizers off 
Gwynn’s Island, Virginia. 

The USS Daylight and Mount Vernon run the British blockade-runner Sophia 
aground at Masonboro Inlet, North Garolina. 

A large naval expedition consisting of the USS Hetzel, Commodore Perry, Hunch¬ 
back, Valley City, and Seymour, accompanied by the army gunboat Vidette, advance 
on Hamilton, North Garolina, but they withdraw once troops under General John 
G. Foster fail to rendezvous as planned. 

The USS Hale captures the Confederate pilot boat Wave off Nassau Sound, 
Florida. 

November 5 

North: President Abraham Lincoln, exasperated by General George B. McClellan’s 
dilatoriness, finally orders him replaced by General Ambrose E. Burnside as com¬ 
mander of the Army of the Potomac. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest skirmishes with Gen¬ 
eral James S. Negley’s Union troops at Nashville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Louisiana captures the Confederate schooner Alice L. Webb off Rose 
Bay, North Carolina. 

November 6 

South: Generals James Longstreet and Thomas J. Jackson receive command of the 
1st and 2nd Army Gorps in the Army of Northern Virginia, respectively. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant orders an extended reconnaissance of the region 
from La Grange, Tennessee, into neighboring Mississippi. 

Federal forces out of Fort Scott, Kansas, skirmish with Confederate guerrillas 
under William C. QuantriU. 

Naval: The USS Teaser captures the Confederate sloop Grapeshot in Chesapeake Bay. 
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November 7 

North: General George B. McClellan formally steps down as commander of the 
Army of the Potomac. While never popular with politicians, “Little Mac” remains 
adored by his men. 

West: Generals Leonidas Polk and William J. Hardee receive command of the 1st 
and 2nd Corps, Army of the Mississippi, respectively. 

The Union Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans begins 
to march from Kentucky to Nashville, Tennessee. 

Naval: Armed parties from the USS Potomska and the army transport Darling¬ 
ton disembark on the Sapelo River, Georgia, and destroy Gonfederate saltworks at 
Fairhope. 

The USS Kinsman and the steamer Seger burn the Confederate steamers Osprey 
and J. P. Smith at Bayou Cheval, Louisiana. 

On the urging of Admiral David D. Porter, President Abraham Lincoln autho¬ 
rizes the army’s EUet Rams on the Mississippi River to be transferred to the Missis¬ 
sippi Squadron over War Department objections. 

November 8 

South: General William C. Whiting assumes command of Confederate defenses on 
Cape Fear River, North Carolina. 

After a stormy and controversial tenure commanding the Department of the 
Gulf at New Orleans, General Benjamin F. Butler is replaced by General Nathaniel 
P. Banks. To preempt any celebrations by the populace, Butler peremptorily closes 
all breweries and distilleries within his jurisdiction. 

West: Confederate colonel John D. Imboden’s partisan rangers capture St. George 
in western Virginia. 

General Ulysses S. Grant continues massing several thousand Union troops near 
La Grange, Tennessee, prior to leading them across the state line into Mississippi 
and, ultimately, to the Gonfederate citadel of Vicksburg. He plans his axis of attack 
down the Mississippi Central Railroad leading directly into the city 
Naval: The USS Resolute captures the Confederate sloop Capitola off Glymount, 
Maryland. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union vessel T. B. Wales near Bermuda. 

November 9 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside assumes command of the Army of the 
Potomac, a position he never really sought and initially tried to refuse. Acting on 
his instructions. Union cavalry under Colonel Ulric Dahlgren dash spectacularly 
through Confederate positions at Fredericksburg, Virginia, taking 54 prisoners for a 
loss of one killed. This affair proves that the town’s defenses are weak, and Burnside 
begins to draw up plans for an offensive there. 

West: Partisan rangers under Colonel John D. Imboden skirmish with Federal 
troops under General Benjamin F. Kelley on the South Fork of the Potomac. 
Naval: A combined Army-Navy landing party from the USS Louisiana captures 
Greenville, North Carolina. 
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November 10 

North: General Joseph Hooker replaces Fitz John Porter as V Corps commander 
in the Army of the Potomac. Porter is slated to undergo court-martial proceedings 
for his role at Second Manassas. 

South: General George B. McClellan, highly respected and beloved by the men 
he commanded, bids a final farewell to his Army of the Potomac at Warrenton, 
Virginia. 

WEST: The Confederate Department of Western Virginia passes to General John S. 
Williams. 

November 11 

Naval: The USS Kensington captures the Confederate schooner Course off the coast 
of Florida. 

November 12 

Naval: The USS Kensington captures the British blockade-runner Maria off the 
coast of Florida. 

November 13 

West: The important rail junction at Holly Springs, Mississippi, is occupied by 
Union forces as part of a larger campaign directed at Vicksburg by General Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

General Braxton Bragg leads the Confederate Army of Tennessee from Chat¬ 
tanooga, Tennessee, toward Murfreesboro. There, he intends to unite with forces 
under General John C. Breckinridge. 

November 14 

North: Newly installed General Ambrose E. Burnside, commanding the Army 
of the Potomac, effects a major reorganization of his charge by placing Generals 
Joseph Hooker, Edwin V. Sumner, and William B. Franklin as commanders of the 
Right, Center, and Left Grand Divisions, respectively. Their respective commands 
then are organized as “grand divisions” of two corps each. He also prepares for an 
immediate advance toward Fredericksburg, Virginia, prior to an eventual move on 
Richmond. 

WEST: The Confederate Army of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg begins to 
concentrate around Tullahoma, Tennessee. 

November 15 

Politics: George W. Randolph resigns suddenly as Confederate secretary of war. 
North: General Ambrose E. Burnside initiates an advance on Ealmouth, Virginia, 
by first launching a feint toward Warrenton. An excellent organizer, Burnside’s 
troops cover 40 miles in two days of hard slogging and arrive opposite the town of 
Fredericksburg on the Rappahannock River. His alacrity also leaves the Confeder¬ 
ates perplexed as to his locale and intentions. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln and several cabinet members narrowly escape 
injury when an experimental Hyde rocket accidentally explodes during a demon¬ 
stration at the Washington Navy Yard. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes steams 
into Martinique harbor, followed closely by the USS San Jacinto, which establishes 
a loose blockade. 

November 16 

North: Generals Daniel Butterfield and William F. Smith assume command of the 
V Corps and VI Corps, respectively. 

Naval: The USS T. A. Ward captures the Confederate sloop G. W. Greene along St. 
Jerome’s Creek, Maryland. 

November 17 

Politics: General Gustavus W. Smith is appointed acting Confederate secretary of 
war at the behest of President Jefferson Davis. 

South: The Union Right Grand Division under General Edwin V. Sumner deploys 
at Falmouth, Virginia, just across from Fredericksburg on the Rappahannock River. 
This move concludes an impressive 40-mile march by the usually plodding Army of 
the Potomac, one orchestrated by the new commander. General Ambrose E. Burn¬ 
side. This maneuver proves so stealthy that Confederate general Robert E. Lee tem¬ 
porarily loses contact with his adversary’s whereabouts. Moreover, Fredericksburg 
at this time is only lightly defended, but despite Sumner’s urging, Burnside declines 
to send troops across the Rappahannock and occupy it. Worse, pontoon bridges and 
other equipment that Burnside requested have failed to materialize due to bureau¬ 
cratic snares, and, by waiting for them to arrive, he gradually loses his advantage 
of surprise. 

Naval: The USS Cambridge runs the British blockade-runner /. W. Pindar aground 
at Masonboro Inlet, North Carolina, burning it. 

The USS Kanawha and Kennebec chase an unnamed Confederate blockade-run¬ 
ner ashore near Mobile, Alabama. 

November 18 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose E. Burnside continues 
occupying Falmouth, Virginia, behind the Rappahannock River and directly oppo¬ 
site the heights of Fredericksburg. However, Burnside takes no offensive actions 
during the next three weeks, allowing Gonfederates under General James Longstreet 
to arrive and greatly strengthen their defensive arrangements. 

Naval: The USS Monticello runs the British blockade-runners Ariel and Ann Maria 
aground near Shallotte Inlet, North Garolina, burning them. 

November 19 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside arrives to take charge of the Army of the 
Potomac at Falmouth, Virginia. The Army of Northern Virginia, meanwhile, begins 
to adjust defensive arrangements near Fredericksburg by posting General James 
Longstreet’s corps at Gulpeper while Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. 
Stuart occupy Warrenton Junction. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant continues probing Gonfederate lines from Grand 
Junction, Tennessee, toward Ripley, Mississippi, prior to advancing on Vicksburg. 
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Naval: USS Wissahickon and Dawn, while blockading the CSS Nashville in Ossabaw 
Sound, Georgia, trade fire with Fort McAUister on the Ogeechee River. Wissahickon 
sustains serious damage and draws off. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes departs 
Martinique under the cover of a storm, eluding the blockading USS San Jacinto. 

November 20 

South: General Robert E. Lee arrives at Fredericksburg to direct the Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia personally as a buildup of troops continues on both sides. 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s Confederate Army of Tennessee is reconstituted 
with three corps commanded by Generals Edmund Kirby-Smith, Leonidas Polk, 
and William J. Hardee. 

Naval: The USS Seneca captures the Confederate schooner Annie Dees off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

The USS Montgomery captures the Confederate sloop William E. Chester in Pen¬ 
sacola Bay, Florida. 

November 21 

Politics: James A. Seddon succeeds George W. Randolph as Confederate secretary 
of war. 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside demands that the mayor of Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, surrender. When he refuses, Burnside strongly advises him to evacuate 
women and children from the town. 

WEST: General Braxton Bragg dispatches Confederate cavalry under General Nathan 
B. Forrest to disrupt Union lines of communication in western Tennessee. 

November 22 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton releases the majority of political pris¬ 
oners in army custody. 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside reverses himself and assures the mayor of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, that he will not fire into the town. In exchange, he expects 
no hostile action on behalf of its inhabitants. 

Naval: Joint army-navy Janding parties from the USS Mahaska capture Matthews 
Court House, Virginia, destroying numerous saltworks in the area. They also seize 
three schooners, several small boats, and ample provisions. 

November 23 

Naval: An armed party from the USS Ellis under Lieutenant William B. Cushing 
seizes two schooners off Jacksonville, North Carolina, before they ground and are 
burned by crews. Cushing later escapes in one of the captured vessels. 

November 24 

West: Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson march from Winchester, 
western Virginia, toward the main army at Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

President Jefferson Davis elevates General Joseph E. Johnston to commander 
of Confederate troops in the west, succeeding Generals John G. Pemberton and 
Braxton Bragg. His miJitary authority embraces the regions of western North 
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Carolina, Tennessee, northern Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and eastern Loui¬ 
siana. Johnston is tasked specifically with guiding Pemberton in the defense of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Union troops scour Jasper and Barton counties, Missouri, in search of Confed¬ 
erate bushwhackers under William C. Quantrill. 

Naval: The USS Reliance captures the Confederate longboat New Moon on the 
Potomac River near Alexandria, Virginia. 

Landing parties from the USS Monticello capture and destroy Confederate salt¬ 
works at Little River Inlet, North Carolina. 

November 25 

West: General Samuel Jones succeeds General John S. Williams as commander of 
the Confederate Western Department of Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Kittatinny captures the British blockade-runner Matilda at sea. 

November 26 

North: President Abraham Lincoln confers with General Ambrose E. Burnside at 
Aquia Creek, Virginia, over his prospective assault on Fredericksburg. The general 
wishes for a direct attack while the president argues for a multipronged approach. 
At length, the president’s suggestion is rejected. 

West: The retiring Confederate Army of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg 
occupies the settlement at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Having abandoned Kentucky 
to its fate, the general grimly determines to maintain a Confederate presence in 
central Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon captures the Confederate blockade-runner Levi 
Rowe off New Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Kittatinny seizes the Confederate schooner Diana in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

November 28 

South: Federal forces rout Southern counterparts in a heavy skirmish at Frankfort, 
Virginia, seizing 100 prisoners. 

West: In a preemptive strike. Union general James G. Blunt and 5,000 men attack 
2,000 Confederate cavalry under General John S. Marmaduke at Cane Hill, Arkan¬ 
sas. In a nine-hour running battle, the Southerners are driven into the Boston 
Mountains. Fortunately, they are covered by a skillful rearguard action by General 
Joseph O. Shelby’s troopers and escape intact with 45 casualties to a Union tally 
of 41. Blunt declines to pursue for fear of being surrounded, but his presence, 100 
miles from the nearest Union reinforcements, induces Confederate general Thomas 
C. Hindman to march overland and attack his isolated column. 

November 29 

North: Winfield S. Hancock, George G. Meade, John F. Reynolds, John M. Scho¬ 
field, and Daniel E. Sickles are appointed major generals, U.S. Army. 

Southwest: General John B. Magruder arrives to take charge of the District of Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona. He makes the recapture of the port city of Galveston an 
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immediate priority and begins to marshal the men and ships necessary for a surprise 
attack. 

Naval: In an attempt to better facilitate distribution of coal among blockading 
vessels, Captain H. A. Adams gains appointment as coordinator of coal supply at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Fuel consumption in the South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron alone is running at 950 tons a week. 

General John B. Magruder orders the Confederate steamers Bayou City and 
Neptune outfitted with bales of cotton “armor” and transformed into “cottonclads.” 
They will figure prominently in the upcoming attack on Galveston, Texas. 

November 30 

South: After incessant delays, pontoons and other bridging equipment requested 
by General Ambrose E. Burnside finally arrive at Falmouth, Virginia. The Army of 
the Potomac is now able to cross the Rappahannock River to Fredericksburg, but 
during this interval. General Robert E. Lee rushes 35,000 men under General James 
Longstreet to the heights on the city. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama successfully eludes the pursuing 
warship USS Vanderbilt and captures the Union bark Parker Cook off the Leeward 
islands, Atlantic Ocean. 

December 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln proffers a plan for compensated emancipa¬ 
tion to the 37th Congress, but it elicits little enthusiasm. “In giving freedom to the 
slave, we assure freedom to the free,” he insists. Lincoln also promises to help colo¬ 
nize those wishing to depart. 

The third session, 37th Congress convenes. 

South: General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps occupies defensive positions on the right 
flank of General Robert E. Lee’s army at Fredericksburg. 

WEST: General Ulysses S. Grant dispatches the XIII Cavalry Corps, a cavalry force of 
four regiments under Colonel Theophilus L. Dickie, to pursue Confederates fleeing 
southward from his base at Oxford, Mississippi, across the Tallahatchie River. 
Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles makes his second annual report to Pres¬ 
ident Abraham Lincoln. He announces that 427 ships are in commission, mount¬ 
ing an aggregate of 1,577 guns, while personnel have risen to 28,000 crew, with an 
additional 12,000 mechanics and laborers. 

The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runner By George off Indian 
River, Llorida. 

The USS Tioga captures the Gonfederate schooner Nonsuch off the Bahama 
Banks. 

December 2 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Sachem chase the Confederate steamer Queen of 
the Bay until it grounds on Padre Island, Texas. Ensign Alfred H. Reynolds is seri¬ 
ously wounded, however, and is forced to abandon his boats on Mustang Island. 
The sailors end up retreating 30 miles overland before rejoining their vessel at 
Aransas Bay. 
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December 3 

West: The Union XIII Cavalry Corps under Colonel Theophilus L. Dickie skir¬ 
mishes heavily with Confederate forces dug in along the Yocknapatalfa River, Mis¬ 
sissippi. Dickie then tries skirting the resistance by extending his pursuit in the 
direction of Coffeeville. 

Union troops under General Alvin R Hovey occupy Grenada, Mississippi, after 
fleeing Confederates destroy 15 locomotives and 100 railroad cars to prevent their 
capture. 

General Thomas C. Hindman marches his Confederate Army of the Trans- 
Mississippi, 11,000 strong, out from Van Buren, Arkansas, in bitter winter weather. 
His goal is to strike and destroy the isolated and outnumbered Union division of 
General James G. Blunt at Cane Hill. However, once Blunt is alerted to Hindman’s 
approach, he appeals to General Francis J. Herron’s division at Springfield, Missouri, 
100 miles distant, for help. 

Naval: The USS Cambridge captures the Confederate schooners /. C. Roker and 
Emma Tuttle off the North Carolina coast. 

The USS Daylight apprehends the British blockade-runner Brilliant off Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina. 

December 4 

South: Union and Confederate outposts skirmish along the Rappahannock River. 
West: Union forces capture Winchester, western Virginia, along with 145 Southern 
prisoners. 

General Joseph E. Johnston arrives to coordinate the military operations of 
General John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg, Mississippi, and General Braxton Bragg at 
Nashville, Tennessee. This additional level of control further complicates an already 
Byzantine command structure. 

Naval: The USS Anacostia, Coeur de Lion, Cuttituck, and Jacob Bell trade fire with 
Confederate batteries at Port Royal, Virginia, before withdrawing. 

December 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln pardons the bulk of 303 Sioux tribesmen 
slated for execution for their role in a bloody uprising. The final number of con¬ 
demned and hanged is 39. 

West: The Union XIII Cavalry Corps, scouting in the vicinity of Coffeeville, Mis¬ 
sissippi, engages superior Confederate forces under Generals Mansfield Lovell and 
Lloyd Tilghman. Harsh fighting ensues as the troopers are forced back by numbers, 
yet they skillfully withdraw with alternating defensive lines. Colonel Theophilus L. 
Dickey then breaks off the battle and rides back to Union lines, concluding his five- 
day pursuit of General Earl Van Dorn. For his effort, Dickey seizes 750 captives, 200 
horses, and four wagons at a cost of 10 killed, 63 wounded, and 43 captured. Lovell 
reports his casualties as seven killed and 43 wounded. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Mahaska and General Putnam capture the schoo¬ 
ners Seven Brothers and Galena and destroy an additional schooner and two sloops 
in the Severn River, Maryland. 
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The USS Baron de Kalb captures the Confederate steamer Lottie near Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
the Federal schooner Union off Haiti, releasing it on a bond. 

December 6 

West: General Joseph Wheeler attacks and captures part of a Federal wagon train 
at Mill Creek, Tennessee. 

In one of the most amazing forced marches of the entire Civil War, two Union 
divisions from the Army of the Frontier under General Francis J. Herron slog from 
Springfield, Missouri, and speedily arrive at Fayetteville, Arkansas, to assist General 
James G. Blunt’s force at Cane Hill. Herron, braving rough terrain and bitter cold, 
covers the distance in only three days—a remarkable accomplishment that literally 
preserves the Union war effort in Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Diana seizes the Confederate steamers Southern Methodist and 
Naniope on the Mississippi River near Vicksburg. 

December 7 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, anxious for the fate of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
contacts General John C. Pemberton and inquires: “Are you in communication with 
General J. E. Johnston? Hope you will be reinforced in time.” 

West: A force of 2,400 Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan sur¬ 
prises and captures Hartsville, Tennessee, along with 1,800 Union captives under 
Colonel Absalom B. Moore. Morgan’s losses in this hotly waged affair total 21 dead 
and 104 wounded, but he inflicts 58 killed and 204 wounded on the defenders. 

Troops in the Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana are 
organized into two army groups under Generals Sterling Price and Earl Van Dorn. 

General Thomas C. Hindman commences the Battle of Prairie Grove by dis¬ 
patching a small Confederate cavalry force under Colonel J. C. Monroe to distract 
and occupy the attention of General James G. Blunt at Cane Hill. Meanwhile, 
Hindman advances on the footsore and recently arrived host of General Fran¬ 
cis J. Herron at Prairie Grove, eight miles from Fayetteville. He possesses 11,000 
men and badly outnumbers his opponent, but after achieving strategic surprise, 
he inexplicably assumes defensive positions. Fighting commences at 9:30 a.m. 
when the aggressive Herron attacks what he perceives to be a small Confederate 
force, unaware that Hindman’s entire army is present. He is repelled badly in a 
series of charges while subsequent Confederate advances are likewise defeated by 
superior Union artillery. Neither side can end the impasse, although Hindman’s 
fortunes dim considerably when Blunt, surmising that Monroe’s cavalry is a feint, 
hurriedly marches to Prairie Grove with his fresh troops. Additional attacks and 
counterattacks ensue with little gain to either side until nightfall finally ends the 
contest. 

Prairie Grove is a hard-fought and bloody draw, considering the numbers 
engaged. Union forces totaling 8,000 men sustain 175 dead, 813 wounded, and 
263 captured (1,251) while 10,000 Confederates present suffer 164 killed, 817 
wounded, and 336 missing (1,317). Moreover, Hindman, his army rapidly dis- 
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integrating through desertion, evacuates the field that night and heads back to 
Van Buren. His defeat signals the continuing Union domination of Missouri and 
northern Arkansas. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures the steamer Ariel off Cuba, taking 700 captives, including 150 U.S. Marines 
under Commander Louis C. Sartori. 

December 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln recommends Captain John L. Worden for 
a vote of thanks from the U.S. Congress for his role in commanding the USS 
Monitor. 

Naval: The USS Daylight captures the Confederate sloop Coquette off New Topsail 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

December 9 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler attack a Union wagon 
train at La Vergne, Tennessee. 

December 10 

Politics: The U.S. House of Representatives approves a bill creating the new state 
of West Virginia on a vote of 96-55. 

South: A Confederate attack on Plymouth, North Carolina, partially burns the 
town and damages Union shipping offshore. 

Naval: The USS Currituck trades fire with a Confederate battery at Brandywine 
Hill, Virginia. 

The ironclad USS Southfield takes artillery fire while supporting Federal troops 
off Plymouth, North Carolina. 

The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runner Alicia in the Indian 
River, Florida. 

December 11 

South: John H. Morgan is promoted to brigadier general, C.S.A. 

The Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose E. Burnside begins to bridge 
its way across the Rappahannock River, opposite Fredericksburg, Virginia. However, 
as the fog lifts, Burnside’s engineers receive heavy and effective sniper fire from 
General William Barksdale’s Mississippi brigade. Burnside then orders his artillery 
to bombard Fredericksburg in retaliation, which inflicts considerable damage but 
fails to dislodge the snipers. At length, several boatloads of volunteers row them¬ 
selves across the river under fire and finally flush the Southerners from the town. 
The Army of the Potomac begins to ferry troops en masse at night, but Barksdale’s 
tenacity brings General Robert E. Lee another 24 hours to strengthen and perfect 
his defensive works on the heights overlooking the city. 

West: Confederate general Nathan B. Eorrest rides with 2,500 troopers out of 
Columbia, Tennessee, intending to harass Union lines of communication. His goal 
is to wreck portions of the Mississippi Central Railroad and the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad. Eorrest’s first objective, however, is the town of Lexington. 
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December 12 

South: Vengeful troops of the Union Army of the Potomac are preoccupied in a 
looting binge at Fredericksburg, Virginia. Meanwhile, General Robert E. Lee, real¬ 
izing that the enemy has crossed in strength for a major effort, hastily summons the 
corps of General Thomas J. Jackson from positions downstream, and he gradually 
occupies the right flank of Lee’s line. By nightfall. General Ambrose E. Burnside 
masses 112,000 troops (16 divisions) below the Confederate positions and plans 
for an assault at dawn. 

Naval: The USS Delaware, Shawsheen, Lockwood, and Seymour sail up the Neuse 
River, North Carolina, to support an army expedition against nearby Goldsboro. 
Low-water levels ultimately thwart their mission. 

The Lederal ironclad USS Cairo under Commander Thomas O. Selfridge strikes 
a Confederate “torpedo” (mine) on the Yazoo River, Mississippi, and sinks. This is 
the first of 40 Union vessels ultimately lost to submerged Southern ordnance. 
WEST: General John C. Pemberton appoints the recently disgraced general Earl Van 
Dorn to assume command of a three-brigade division of Confederate cavalry. His 
command includes mounted units from Texas, Tennessee, Missouri, and Missis¬ 
sippi, totaling 3,500 troopers. 

December 13 

South: Patrick R. Cleburne is prompted to major general, C.S.A. 

The Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia, commences at 10:00 a.m. as a dense fog 
suddenly lifts and reveals to Southerners the awe-inspiring sight of serried ranks 
of blue-coated infantry advancing below them. The first thrust is hurled against 
General Robert E. Lee’s lines on the Confederate right when General William 
B. Franklin commits divisions under Generals George G. Meade and John Gib¬ 
bon to strike General Thomas J. Jackson. Advancing through heavy fire, Meade 
and Gibbon find a convenient gap midway through Jackson’s erstwhile strong 
position and pour through. The Federals then surprise a brigade under General 
Maxcy Gregg, killing him and routing his South Carolinians, but Franklin fails 
to follow up this surprising breakthrough with reinforcements. Consequently, 
Jackson’s riposte proves sharp and effective: He dispatches the divisions of Jubal 
A. Early and Daniel H. Hill to slash at both Union flanks, and the Federals flee 
down the hill with heavy losses. The only real chance for a Northern victory that 
day is squandered. 

As Burnside’s main attack develops, it is directed against Lee’s left flank, along 
a steep hill called Marye’s Heights. This is defended by General James Longstreet, 
who prides himself on his defensive expertise, and it ostensibly proves the strongest 
part of the Confederate line. Longstreet carefully arrays his men behind strong 
stone walls fronting the open fields that Union forces have to pass. Moreover, any 
advance also takes them into the teeth of interlocking fields of fire from Colonel 
Edward P. Alexander’s artillery. The drama unfolds as the grand division of General 
Edwin V. Sumner and part of General Joseph Hooker’s command, 60,000 strong, 
charge bravely uphill—with predictable slaughter. On and on they come in 16 
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waves, only to be blasted back with heavy losses. Despite Herculean courage and 
terrible sacrifice, no Federal soldier gets closer than 20 yards to Longstreet’s line 
before succumbing to concentrated rifle and cannon fire. The one-sided slaughter 
continues well into the evening before Burnside finally calls off the attack. Unde¬ 
terred by staggering losses, he intends to renew the struggle on the following day, 
but senior subordinates convince him to relent. 

In a long string of Union defeats this year, Fredericksburg is the worst. Burn¬ 
side’s losses amount to 1,284 killed, 9,600 wounded, and 1,769 missing (12,653). 
The well-protected Confederates predictably sustain half as much carnage, 608 
dead, 4,116 injured, and 653 missing (5,377). In reviewing mountains of bodies 
literally piled before Marye’s Heights, Lee aptly remarks, “It is well that war is so 
terrible. We should grow too fond of it.” Meanwhile President Abraham Lincoln, 
on hearing of Union losses, sullenly declares, “If there is a worse place than Hell 
1 am in it.” Northern morale and support for the war plunges to its lowest ebb. 
West: President Jefferson Davis arrives at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to review Con¬ 
federate forces under General Braxton Bragg. 

Confederate raiders under General Nathan B. Forrest pause at the Tennessee 
River near Clifton, Tennessee, to construct flatboats. 

Federal troops defeat Confederate forces in a large skirmish at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama. 
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December 14 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose E. Burnside begins with¬ 
drawing back across the Rappahannock River as Confederate forces under General 
Robert E. Lee continue strengthening their defensive works. Lee summarily ignores 
General Thomas J. Jackson s urgings to counterattack decisively and possibly destroy 
the Union force. 

General John G. foster Jeads Union troops on a successful sortie from New 
Bern, North Carolina, that captures nearby Kinston. 

The Confederate Department of the Gulf is assigned to General Simon B. 
Buckner. 

WEST: General Ulysses S. Grant orders a Union cavalry force from Spring Dale, Mis¬ 
sissippi, under Colonel Theophilus L. Dickie to cut the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Texas Rangers launch a surprise raid against Union pickets at Elelena, Arkansas, 
capturing 23 soldiers. 

December 15 

South: The Army of the Potomac completes its withdrawal across the Rappah¬ 
annock River, covered by darkness and heavy rainfall. Prior to retreating. General 
Ambrose E. Burnside sends a flag to General Robert E. Lee requesting a temporary 
truce to retrieve the Union dead—and those still alive after two days of exposure to 
the cold. Lee magnanimously grants his request. 

West: General Nathan B. Eorrest and his 2,500 troopers cross the Tennessee River at 
Clifton, Tennessee, sinking their flatboats in shallow water to retrieve them later. 
Naval: Assistant Naval Secretary Gustavus V. fox broaches a possible attack against 
Wilmington, North Carolina, to Admiral Stephen P. Lee. “Though the popular 
clamor centers upon Charleston,” he notes, “I consider Wilmington a more impor¬ 
tant point in a military and political point of view.” 

December 16 

South: The Army of the Potomac reoccupies Falmouth, Virginia, where General 
Ambrose E. Burnside issues a directive accepting full responsibility for the disaster 
at Fredericksburg. 

General Benjamin F. Butler bids farewell to his command at New Orleans, Loui¬ 
siana, and is formally succeeded by General Nathaniel P. Banks, who brings addi¬ 
tional reinforcements for extended operations upriver. 

WEST: A Union force of 700 men and two cannon under Colonel Robert G. Inger- 
soll, 11th Illinois Cavalry, is dispatched from Jackson, Tennessee. They trot 28 miles 
east to the town of Lexington with orders to obstruct and delay an impending Con¬ 
federate raid under General Nathan B. Forrest. Unfortunately, only about 200 of 
Ingersoll’s men are veterans, and the balance are hastily trained recruits. 

December 17 

Politics: Radical Republican senators precipitate a cabinet crisis for President 
Abraham Lincoln by demanding the resignation of Secretary of State William H. 
Seward and replacing him with the present treasury secretary, Salmon P. Chase. 
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Highly insulted, Seward tenders his resignation to the president, who summarily 
refuses to accept it. 

South: Advancing Union forces reoccupy Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest and 2,500 raiders make preparations to storm 
Lexington, Tennessee. The garrison commander. Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, gives 
orders to destroy all crossings approaching the town, but his men somehow over¬ 
look a bridge on the Lower Road. 

General Ulysses S. Grant issues General Order No. 11, expelling Jews from 
his theater of operations. “The Jews, as a class violating every regulation of trade 
established by the Treasury Department, and also department orders,” it reads, “are 
hereby expelled from the department within twenty-four hours from the receipt of 
this order.” Grant is pressured to rescind the directive in a few weeks. 

A division of 3,500 Confederate cavalry under General Earl Van Dorn clatters 
out of Grenada, Mississippi, intent on raiding the main Federal supply depot at 
Holly Springs. To confuse Union military intelligence, he takes an indirect route and 
initially rides north toward Tennessee as far as Ripley before suddenly cutting west, 
splitting up his columns, and hitting his objective from three different directions. 

December 18 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest and 2,500 Confederates attack a Union cavalry 
detachment under Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll defending Lexington, Tennessee. The 
fighting actually begins at dawn when Union troopers raid a Confederate encamp¬ 
ment, which is beaten off Forrest then draws up his men in an elaborate feint, as 
if they intend to strike the Union left flank. Instead, the Confederates clatter across 
an unburned bridge on the Lower Road, enabling them to flank a portion of the 
defenders under Colonel Isaac R. Hawkins. Ingersoll tries desperately to realign his 
men and repels three headlong charges by Southern veterans, but eventually he is 
overrun and surrenders. Forrest sustains 35 casualties to a Federal total of 17 killed 
and injured, with an additional 170 captured. 

Federal army units are reorganized in the Army of the Tennessee under General 
Ulysses S. Grant: General John A. McClernand, XIII Corps; William T. Sherman, XV 
Corps; Stephen A. Hurlbut, XVI Corps; and James B. McPherson, XVII Corps. 
Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut strongly suggests reoccupying Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, to General Nathaniel P. Banks, who is newly arrived, as a preliminary for 
the eventual campaign against Port Hudson on the Mississippi River. 

December 19 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest skirmish heavily with 
Union forces at Spring Creek and Jackson, Tennessee. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, alerted to the presence of a large Confederate raiding 
column in the vicinity of his main supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, warns 
garrison commander Colonel Robert C. Murphy to prepare his defenses. 

December 20 

West: The XIII Corps, consisting of 32,000 Union troops in four divisions under 
General William T. Sherman, embarks aboard transports at Memphis, Tennessee, 
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and sails down the Mississippi River. Sherman intends to flank Confederate defenses 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, in concert with demonstrations farther inland by General 
Ulysses S. Grant. These maneuvers are calculated to pin Confederate reinforcements 
at Grenada and prevent them from reaching the city. 

A lightning Confederate raid by General Nathan B. Forrest on Humbolt, Ten¬ 
nessee, results in 50 Union casualties. 

In a spectacularly devastating move. Confederate cavalry under General Earl 
Van Dorn capture a primary Union stockpile at Holly Springs, Mississippi, worth 
$1.5 million, along with 1,500 prisoners. He does so by utilizing superb marching 
discipline en route, which keeps Union forces—and his own men—unsure as to his 
ultimate objective. Van Dorn is further abetted by garrison commander Colonel 
Robert C. Murphy who, while forewarned, takes no precautions to increase patrol¬ 
ling or prepare adequate defenses. Consequently, the Confederates swoop into town 
at dawn unopposed, except by a detachment of the 2nd Illinois Cavalry, which is 
quickly subdued. Van Dorn then orders the bulk of supplies burned, tracks torn up, 
and telegraph wires cut. This activity takes the raiders 10 hours to accomplish—a 
good indication of the mountain of stores captured. His mission complete. Van 
Dorn rides north to elude any Union pursuers. Holly Springs is one of the most 
devastating cavalry raids in U.S. military history and harbors dire consequences for 
General Ulysses S. Grant’s upcoming Vicksburg campaign. 

Naval: Commander David D. Porter and the USS Black Hawk join forces with the 
army under General William T. Sherman at Helena, Arkansas, in preparation for 
joint operations against Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

December 21 

West: General John H. Morgan departs Alexandria, Tennessee, with 3,100 Confed¬ 
erate cavalry, on his third Kentucky raid. His mission is to sever the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad, thereby cutting General William S. Rosecrans’s principal supply 
route back to Louisville. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest capture Union City, 
Tennessee. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, having lost his main supply base at Holly Springs, Mis¬ 
sissippi, to rampaging Confederate cavalry under General Earl Van Dorn, evacuates 
Oxford and marches back to Memphis, Tennessee. This withdrawal terminates his 
first attempt to attack the Confederate citadel at Vicksburg. Defeated but unde¬ 
terred, Grant intends to dispense with his dependency on railroads for supplies the 
next time, but because Confederate raiders have also cut available telegraph lines. 
Grant loses contact with General William T. Sherman, then poised to attack Vicks¬ 
burg, Mississippi. He cannot inform him of his withdrawal. 

December 22 

North: President Abraham Lincoln salutes the courage of the Army of the Potomac, 
downplays its recent defeat at Fredericksburg, and confers with General Ambrose 
E. Burnside. 

South: General Robert C. Schenck replaces General John E. Wool as commander 
of the Middle Military Department, Virginia. 
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West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan ford the Cumberland 
River and gallop into Kentucky on another extended raid. 

Naval: The USS Huntsville captures the Confederate schooner Courier off Tortugas, 
Florida. 

December 23 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis excoriates Union general Benjamin F. Butler 
for his treatment of civilians in New Orleans, Louisiana, and promises to hang him 
if captured. 

South: General Simon B. Buckner becomes commander of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of the Gulf. 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith resumes command of the Department of East 
Tennessee. 

Texas Rangers stage a successful raid on Union pickets on St. Francis Road, 
FFelena, Arkansas, capturing 18 soldiers. 

December 24 

South: The Union XVIII Corps is constituted as the Department of North Carolina 
under General John G. Foster. 

Naval: The USS Charlotte captures the Gonfederate steamer Bloomer in Choc- 
tawhatchee River, Florida. 

The army garrison at Columbus, Kentucky, is strengthened against possible 
Confederate attack by the arrival of the gunboat USS New Era. 

December 25 

North: President and Mrs. Lincoln spend Christmas Day visiting Union wounded 
in various hospitals. 

West: Confederate raiders under Colonel John H. Morgan fight Union troops at 
Bear Wallow, Kentucky, as the town of Glasgow is also captured. 

December 26 

North: General John Sedgwick succeeds Darius N. Couch as commander of II 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart takes 1,800 Confederate cavalry on his latest raid 
behind Union lines by fording the Rappahannock River at Brandy Station, Virginia. 
This time, he is ordered to capture supply bases along Telegraph Road. 

West: Union cavalry under General Samuel P. Carter depart Manchester, Kentucky, 
on an extended raid against Confederate railroad lines in the upper Tennessee Valley. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John FF. Morgan capture Nolin, Kentucky, 
to disrupt Union communications. 

The 43,000-man Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans 
begins to advance from Nashville, Tennessee, toward General Braxton Bragg’s Con¬ 
federates at Murfreesboro. However, his advance is dogged by cold, wet weather 
along with effective mounted resistance by Confederate cavalry under General 
Joseph Wheeler. 

The XIII Corps under General William T. Sherman disembarks 32,000 men 
at Johnson’s Plantation, at the mouth of the Yazoo River. This places his Union 
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forces on the northern outskirts of Confederate defenses at Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
roughly six miles from the city itself. However, the defenders, numbering only 6,000 
men, are being reinforced by troops from nearby Grenada to a strength of nearly 
14,000. Furthermore, Sherman’s approach is beset by intractable swampland that 
funnels any contemplated attack on Chickasaw Bluffs toward its center. 

Federal authorities at Mankato, Minnesota, simultaneously hang 38 Santee 
(Sioux) warriors for their complicity in a bloody insurrection. This killing remains 
the largest mass execution in American history. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat flotilla under Commodore David D. Porter, having 
escorted General William T. Sherman’s expedition up the Yazoo River, begins to 
shell Confederate positions on nearby Haynes’s Bluff to cover the landing. 

December 27 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart, intent on attacking a Union supply depot at Dum¬ 
fries, Virginia, is thwarted after learning that the garrison is as large as his 1,800-man 
mounted column. Another force under Colonel Wade Hampton successfully scat¬ 
ters the 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry at Occoquan Creek, taking 19 captives. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan capture 600 Union pris¬ 
oners in a surprise attack on Elizabethtown, Kentucky. He then begins to uproot 
tracks and trestles belonging to the Louisville and Nashville Railroad. 

General Williams S. Rosecrans skirmishes with Confederate forces as he advances 
down Murfreesboro Pike, Tennessee. 

Advancing Union forces under General William T. Sherman encounter increas¬ 
ing Confederate resistance north of Vicksburg, Mississippi, including the destruc¬ 
tion of the Vicksburg and Shreveport Railroad. Worse, as they press southward, 
they traverse nearly impassable terrain, bayous, and swampland before reaching 
their objective at Chickasaw Bluffs. Once deployed, they advance under the cover 
of bombardment provided by gunboats under Commodore David D. Porter. Sher¬ 
man gradually discovers only four practical approaches to the bluffs, all swept by 
well-sited Confederate batteries. 

Naval: The USS Roebuck seizes the British schooner Kate at the mouth of the St. 
Mark’s River, Florida. 

The USS Magnolia captures the British schooner Carmita off the Marquesas 
Keys, Florida. 

The USS Cincinnati, Baron de Kalb, Louisville, Lexington, Marmora, and the 
ram Queen of the West duel with a large Confederate battery on Drumgould’s Bluff 
above the Yazoo River. 

December 28 

Politics: In an attempt to diffuse rising class tensions, the Confederate Congress 
strikes a clause in its Conscription Act that allows draftees to hire substitutes to take 
their place. 

South: A column of Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart successfully 
tangles with Federal cavalry near Selectman’s Fort on Occoquan Creek, taking 100 
prisoners. His subsequent pursuit captures an amply stocked Union camp. He then 
gallops on to Burke’s Station, only 12 miles from Washington, D.C., and telegraphs 
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a humorous message to Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs about the 
poor quality of Union mules. The Confederates then spur their mounts across the 
Rappahannock River to safety. 

West: Confederate raiders under Colonel John H. Morgan destroy the bridge at 
Muldraugh’s Hill, Kentucky. 

General Earl Van Dorn, commanding 3,500 Confederate cavalry, slips through 
Union lines, crosses the Tallahatchie River, and arrives safely back at Grenada, Mis¬ 
sissippi. His spectacularly successful raid covers 500 miles in two weeks and com¬ 
pletely cripples the developing Union attack against Vicksburg. Union cavalry under 
Colonel Benjamin Grierson ride hard to intercept the fleeing raiders, but to no 
avail. 

Outside Chickasaw Bluffs, Mississippi, General Frederick Steele’s 4th Division 
makes a preliminary probe of Confederate defenses near Blake’s Levee, but he is 
halted by heavy artillery fire and defensive works erected in his path. Every indica¬ 
tion of impenetrable defenses manifests before him, but General William T. Sher¬ 
man is determined to attack in force. Thanks to telegraph wires that have been 
cut, he also remains uninformed about General Ulysses S. Grant’s disaster at Holly 
Springs and that the Gonfederates have reinforced Ghickasaw Bluffs to a strength 
of 14,000 men. 

New Madrid, Missouri, is evacuated by Federal troops. 

Union forces under General James G. Blunt successfully engage Gonfeder- 
ate forces under General Thomas C. Hindman at Dripping Springs (Van Buren), 
Arkansas, taking 100 captives, 40 wagons, and numerous supplies. Five Confederate 
steamers are also sunk or burned to prevent capture. Hindman promptly falls back 
on Little Rock with his remaining 4,000 men. 

Naval: The USS Anacostia captures the Confederate schooner Exchange in the Rap¬ 
pahannock River, Virginia. 

The USS Sagamore captured the British blockade-runner Elizabeth off the coast 
of Florida. 

December 29 

West: General John H. Morgan and his Confederate cavalry seize Boston, 
Kentucky 

Union cavalry under General Samuel Carter secure numerous Confederate pris¬ 
oners as he raids along the Blountsville Road, Tennessee. 

Skirmishing continues at Lizzard, Tennessee, as General William S. Rosecrans 
continues advancing on Gonfederate-held Murfreesboro. 

The 32,000 Union troops of XIII Gorps under General William T. Sherman 
attack prepared Gonfederate positions along Chickasaw Bluffs, six miles north of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Opposing them are 14,000 defenders in carefuUy prepared 
defenses under General Stephen D. Lee. Sherman’s plan requires a direct assault 
on the Confederate center in overwhelming force, assisted by supporting fire from 
Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats. Accordingly, the 3rd Division and 4th Division 
under Generals Frederick Steel and George W. Morgan skirt the swampland to their 
front and advance directly on Walnut Hills. Once at the base of the bluffs, they brave 
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a maelstrom of Confederate artillery and rifle fire delivered from the heights and 
are driven back bloodily. Further attacks throughout the day achieve little beyond 
depleting Union ranks, and Sherman finally suspends the action at nightfall. Union 
losses in this lopsided affair amount to 208 killed, 1,005 wounded, and 563 missing 
(1,776). Confederates casualties are 63 dead, 134 wounded, and 10 missing (207). 
Defeat here ends the first Union campaign to capture Vicksburg; six months will 
elapse before efforts can resume. 

Naval: The USS Magnolia captures the British blockade-runner Flying Fish off Tor- 
tugas, Florida. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboat squadron renders close artillery support to 
the army of General William T. Sherman at Chickasaw Bluffs, Mississippi, and then 
covers their withdrawal. 

December 30 

West: Colonel John H. Morgan skirmishes with Union forces outside of New 
Haven, Kentucky. 

Union troops under General Samuel P. Carter continue raiding Confederate 
positions in Tennessee, destroying several railroad bridges and capturing the towns 
of Union and Carter’s Depot. 

Confederate raiders under General Nathan B. Forrest encamp at Parker’s Cross 
Roads (Red Mound), Tennessee, prior to refloating their sunken flatboats at Clif¬ 
ton and crossing the Tennessee River to safety. However, when his scout detects an 
approaching Union force, he decides to fight rather than run. As a precaution, he 
dispatches a scouting force under his brother William to watch the Confederate rear 
from the direction of Clarksville. 

General William S. Rosecrans and 43,000 men of his Army of the Cumberland 
trudge into Murfreesboro, Tennessee, from Nashville, having taken three days to 
cover 30 miles in bad weather. He then establishes his line running roughly north to 
south behind Stone’s River, across which sit 37,000 men of the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg. In a curious turn of events, both leaders are 
intending to attack the following day by hitting their opponent’s right flank. How¬ 
ever, Rosecrans inadvertently assists Bragg by ordering his left flank under General 
Alexander McCook to extend his line with false campfires to give an impression of 
greater strength. The ploy backfires when Bragg laboriously deploys and strengthens 
troops around McCook’s real flank so that, when the attack kicks off at dawn, the 
Confederates enjoy better numbers than they otherwise might have possessed. But 
a curious play of chivalry also unfolds the evening before battle as military bands 
in the opposing camps serenade each with competing tunes—then strike up the 
sentimental “Home Sweet Home.” 

December 31 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves an act establishing West Virginia 
as the 35th state. 

South: A cavalry column under General J. E. B. Stuart concludes its latest foray behind 
Union lines by riding into Gulpeper Court House, Virginia. He has seized 200 captives 
and 20 wagons at a cost of a single trooper dead, 13 injured, and 13 missing. 
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West: General John H. Morgan’s command skirmishes with Union forces at New 
Market, Kentucky. 

At 6:00 A.M., the Confederate army of General Braxton Bragg launches an all- 
out assault against the Union Army of the Cumberland along Stone’s River near 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. This move, spearheaded by the corps of General William 
J. Hardee, catches Union forces off their guard and destroys the division of General 
Richard W. Johnson. Fleeing Federals withdraw nearly three miles before General 
Alexander McCook organizes new defensive lines on the right flank. Meanwhile, 
the corps of General Leonidas Polk assails the Union center, butting up against the 
well-handled brigades of Generals Philip H. Sheridan and Jefferson C. Davis. Once 
Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler spill over from the Union right 
and onto the Nashville Pike to their rear, however, Sheridan and Davis likewise 
retreat. General William S. Rosecrans, meanwhile, watching his army disintegrate 
around him, energetically visits threatened parts of his line, brings up new units, 
and consolidates his defenses. He has to maintain control of the Nashville Pike, 
which is his principal line of communication back to Nashville. 

Fortunately for Rosecrans, Bragg remains far behind at headquarters, relying 
solely on reports to stay abreast of battlefield developments. For this reason, a fresh 
division of four brigades under General John C. Breckinridge remains uncommit¬ 
ted, when they might have proved decisive. Polk’s assault then bogs down after he 
encounters, without reinforcements, a heavily wooded section called the Round 
Forest. This defensive point, known popularly as “Hell’s Half Acre,” witnesses some 
of the battle’s most desperate fighting. But despite costly charges bravely delivered, 
Polk’s graycoats fail to pry the defenders out. By this time, Rosecrans’s entire line 
resembles the letter “V,” with both flanks drawn sharply back from the center, capa¬ 
bly defended by General George H. Thomas’s division. Sheridan’s troops, running 
low on ammunition, gradually fall back again just as Confederate attacks along the 
line peter out at 3:00 p.m. By the slimmest of margins, the Army of the Cumber¬ 
land survives what comes perilously close to an embarrassing rout. Rosecrans also 
stubbornly refuses to retreat, despite the pleas of subordinates. Bragg, meanwhile, 
is convinced that he has won the contest and telegraphs word of his “victory” to 
the capital at Richmond. Moreover, he fully expects the Federals to abandon their 
positions before daylight. 

General Nathan B. Forrest and 2,100 Confederate cavalry engage the 2nd Union 
brigade under Colonel Cyrus L. Dunham at Parker’s Cross Roads, Tennessee. In 
preliminary fighting, Forrest manages to surround Dunham and hem him in on 
three sides. He then demands his surrender, as many Union soldiers are already fly¬ 
ing white flags and coming forward in small groups. Dunham, however, refuses and 
Forrest prepares to decide the issue by a coup de main. 

However, Confederate plans are suddenly overturned when Colonel John W. 
Fuller’s 3rd Cavalry Brigade suddenly appears from the direction of Clarksville and 
attacks the Confederates from behind. Apparently, Forrest’s brother William, tasked 
with patrolling the Confederate rear, took the wrong road and failed to detect their 
advance. Panic ensues as the Confederate troopers hastily abandon their captured 
wagons and cannon. Only quick thinking on Forresfs part saves his command: He 
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speedily orders his remaining men to charge against both Dunham and FuUer. In 
the ensuing confusion, the Confederates ride through Union lines and find a narrow 
avenue of escape. Forrest’s losses amount to 60 killed and wounded, along with 300 
captured. Union casualties are given as 27 killed, 140 wounded, and a like number 
of prisoners. Parker’s Cross Roads proves a rare setback for Forrest, and his sheer 
survival adds further luster to his mounting reputation. Furthermore, Confeder¬ 
ate raiding further cripples the Union campaign against Vicksburg, Mississippi, for 
several months. 

Confederate forces under General John S. Marmaduke advance from Lewisburg, 
Arkansas, into Missouri. 

Naval: The famous ironclad USS Monitor, en route from Fiampton Roads, Virginia, 
to Beaufort, North Carolina, sinks in a gale off Cape Hatteras while under tow. Six¬ 
teen crewmen perish, and 47 are rescued by the USS Rhode Island. 

1863 

January 1 

Politics: “I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said des¬ 
ignated states, and parts of states, are, and henceforward shall be free,” Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln declares. His Emancipation Proclamation becomes law, 
although it only affects African Americans in the Confederacy. Slaves in Union- 
held areas and the strategic border states of Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri are 
exempt and remain in bondage for the time being. However, all blacks liberated 
by force remain eligible to be armed and trained for military service. As antici¬ 
pated, Lincoln’s ploy garners plaudits from France and Britain, further diminish¬ 
ing European sympathy for the South and, with it, the likelihood of intervention 
on its behalf 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside tenders his resignation to President Abraham 
Lincoln, who declines to accept. The general also expresses anxiety that none of his 
divisional commanders demonstrate faith in his capacity as either a strategist or a 
leader. 

West: Combat at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, is suspended as both sides redress ranks 
and tend to their wounded. At daybreak. General Braxton Bragg is flummoxed to 
find that the Union Army of the Cumberland is standing its ground defiantly before 
him. In fact. General William S. Rosecrans, while abandoning the Round Forest 
salient that had anchored his line the day before, simply withdraws a short distance 
and establishes new lines farther back along Stone’s River. Moreover, tonight he 
orders Colonel William Beatty’s troops to cross the river to occupy the high ground 
immediately facing General John C. Breckinridge’s division on the Confederate 
right. Both sides then begin to gird themselves for a resumption of combat on the 
following day. 

Union forces skirmish with Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. For¬ 
rest at Clifton, Tennessee. 

General William T. Sherman commences to pull Federal troops out of the Yazoo 
region north of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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An attack by Texas Rangers against Union outposts in Helena, Arkansas, nets 
30 prisoners. 

Southwest: A surprise Confederate attack is mounted by General John B. Magruder 
on Galveston, Texas. In the predawn darkness, he quickly moves 1,500 men and 
several cannon onto Galveston Island and attacks a Union garrison consisting of 
250 men of Colonel Isaac Burrell’s 42nd Massachusetts. However, the Southerners 
are quickly detected and blasted back by accurate naval gunfire from the squadron 
offshore. By daylight, Magruder judges his attack a failure and withdraws while an 
intense naval battle unfolds in the harbor. The Confederates finally prevail, and the 
Union garrison surrenders. Once Galveston is secure, it remains in Southern hands 
for the rest of the war, serving as a major port. 

Naval: The USS Currituck captures the Confederate sloop Palter off the Potomac 
River. 

A sortie by Confederate “cottonclads” CSS Bayou City and Neptune under Major 
Leon Smith, C.S.A., pitches into a Union blockade force under Commander William 
B. Renshaw off Galveston, Texas. To facilitate the attack, the Confederate vessels 
carry 300 volunteer sharpshooters into battle. Renshaw’s squadron, consisting of 
the USS Harriet Lane, Owasco, Corypheus, Sachem, Clifton, and Westfield, is caught 
flatfooted and scatters in the face of what they perceive to be heavily armed Confed¬ 
erate ironclads. Ships on both sides are rammed in the ensuing melee, and the West- 
field, Renshaw’s flagship, runs hard aground. The cutter Harrier Lane is also taken 
in a fierce hand-to-hand battle in which its captain dies, although the Southern 
steamer Bayou City sustains heavy damages and the Neptune sinks. Renshaw, seeing 
the battle lost, orders his squadron into open water, but rather than see the Westfield 
captured, he remains behind to set off charges to destroy it. He and 12 other sailors 
die when the explosives detonate prematurely. All told, the Confederate victory at 
Galveston is an impressive, hard-fought affair. Magruder’s forces lose 26 killed and 
117 wounded while Union losses are 21 dead, 36 injured, and 250 captured. 

January 2 

North: General James S. Wadsworth assumes temporary command of the I Corps, 
Army of the Potomac. 

West: In a manner reminiscent of General J. E. B. Stuart, 1,100 Confederate cav¬ 
alry under General Joseph Wheeler ride twice around the Army of the Cumber¬ 
land at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, destroying 1,000 wagons and taking hundreds 
of prisoners. 

General Braxton Bragg, surveying the new line held by General William S. 
Rosecrans at Stone’s River (Murfreesboro), elects to renew the struggle. However, 
he possesses relatively few intact formations with which to wage it. The largest 
is General John C. Breckinridge’s Kentuckian division, and Bragg commits them 
against the Union left wing partially anchored on Stone’s River. Breckinridge, per¬ 
ceiving the strength of the enemy position, protests the command but orders his 
men to a frontal assault at 3:00 p.m. The initial Southern charge sweeps two Union 
brigades from the ridge, forcing them to re-form at the water’s edge. The 4,500 
Kentuckians then fall on the survivors with a yell, forcing them back across Stone’s 
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River. But Rosecrans, observing his left in danger of crumbling, directs Captain 
John Mendenhall, chief of artillery, to mass 57 cannon on the river’s west bank. 
This position is significantly higher than the east bank and clearly sweeps the open 
ground before them. 

At about 4:45 p.m. Breckinridge moves forward and charges directly into the 
teeth of concentrated artillery fire from across the river. His men are repulsed 
bloodily with 1,700 casualties and withdraw under cover. Suddenly, the Kentuck¬ 
ians are decisively assailed in the flank by fresh Union troops under General James S. 
Negley and driven back. Breckinridge’s defeat signals the end of the battle, and many 
senior Confederates, including General Leonidas K. Polk, implore Bragg to retreat. 
He does so only reluctantly and that night puts his army in motion for ShelbyviUe 
and Tullahoma, 30 miles distant. Rosecrans, meanwhile, tends to his own shattered 
army and does not attempt a pursuit. 

In proportion to actual numbers engaged, the clash outside Murfreesboro is 
among the war’s bloodiest. There are few laurels to either side. Rosecrans held 
the field and claims a narrow tactical victory but at the cost of 1,730 dead, 7,802 
wounded, and 3,717 missing (13,249) among 41,400 present. Gonfederate losses 
are slightly lower with 1,294 killed, 7,945 injured, and 1,027 missing (10,266) out 
of 34,739. But the already outnumbered Army of Tennessee can scarcely afford such 
attrition, and Bragg’s leadership suffers from a rising tide of criticism. The door to 
Middle Tennessee is being forced open, but six months lapses before the Army of 
the Cumberland is rebuilt and resumes offensive operations. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest recross the Tennessee 
River at Clifton, Tennessee. 

General John H. Morgan’s Confederate raiders ford the Cumberland River back 
into Tennessee. His latest effort culminates in 1,800 prisoners and $2 million in 
wrecked equipment and railroad tracks. Morgan sustains only 2 killed, 24 wounded, 
and 64 missing, and he is thanked by the Confederate Congress for his actions. 

General John A. McClernand accepts command of the 32,000-strong Army of 
the Mississippi at Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana. His independent command includes 
General George W. Morgan’s 1 Corps and General WiUiam T. Sherman’s 11 Corps. 
New Madrid, Missouri, is reoccupied by Federal troops. 

Union forces skirmish with Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke at 
White Spring, Arkansas. 

January 3 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s rear guard tangles with Union forces at Burnsville, 
Tennessee, as the Confederates continue falling back toward ShelbyviUe and Tul¬ 
lahoma. Two Union brigades push forward in pursuit, although General William S. 
Rosecrans does not press vigorously. 

Naval: The USS Currituck captures the Confederate sloop Potter between the 
Potomac and Rappahannock rivers. 

January 4 

North: General John F. Reynolds is reinstated as commander of 1 Corps, Army of 
the Potomac. 
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General in Chief Henry W. Halleck orders General Ulysses S. Grant to rescind his 
controversial General Order No. 11, which expels all Jews from his department. 
West: Ignoring prior authorization, General John A. McClernand moves 32,000 
Federal troops of his Army of the Mississippi from Millilcen’s Bend, Louisiana, on 
an expedition into Arkansas. He embarks the corps of Generals George W. Morgan 
and William T. Sherman onto transports and sails up the Arkansas River, intending 
to capture the large Confederate outpost at Arkansas Post 50 miles upstream. This 
impressive, well-armed fortification, constructed on a high bluff overlooking the 
waterway, poses a menace to Union river traffic in that region. 

Naval: The USS Quaker City seizes the Confederate sloop Mercury near Charleston, 
South Carolina. Confederate diplomatic dispatches are seized, containing reports 
on ironclads under construction in Britain for the Confederate navy. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s squadron, consisting of the gunboats USS Baron de 
Kalb, Louisville, Cincinnati, Signal, Marmora, Lexington, New Era, Rattler, Glide, and 
Black Hawk, escorts army troops up the White River, Arkansas, to seize Fort Hind¬ 
man in conjunction with General John A. McClernand. 

January 5 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside, still tussling with subordinates over his pro¬ 
posed thrust across the Rappahannock, again tenders his resignation to President 
Abraham Lincoln “to relieve you from all embarrassment in my case.” It is again 
declined. 

West: Federal forces under General William S. Rosecrans occupy the city of Mur¬ 
freesboro, Tennessee, as the Army of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg con¬ 
tinues withdrawing southward. 

General William T. Sherman accepts command of II Corps, Army of the Missis¬ 
sippi, while en route on the expedition against Fort Hindman, Arkansas. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Sagamore capture the British blockade-runner 
Avenger in Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

January 6 

West: Confederate forces under General John S. Marmaduke attack Beaver Station, 
Missouri, and burn Fort Lawrence. 

Naval: The USS Mahaska and Commodore Morris escort a joint expedition up the 
Pamunkey River, Virginia, as far as White House and West Point, destroying small 
craft and stores en route. 

The USS Pocahontas captures the Confederate blockade-runner Antona off Cape 
San Bias, Florida. 

January 7 

Politics: The Democratic-controlled Illinois state legislature roundly condemns 
President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and excoriates the chief 
executive for turning the war into a crusade for liberating African-American slaves. 
North: General Henry W. HaUeck accepts General Ambrose E. Burnside’s proposed 
attack plan across the Rappahannock River, even though it is to be executed in the 
deep of winter. 
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West: Ozark, Missouri, is occupied by Confederate forces under Generals Sterling 
Price and John S. Marmaduke. 

Naval: General Erasmus D. Keyes and Commander Foxhall A. Parker lead a joint 
army-navy expedition from Yorktown, Virginia, up the Pamunkey River to West 
Point and White House. 

January 8 

Politics: John P. Usher is appointed secretary of the interior. 

West: General Joseph Wheeler leads Confederate cavalry on an extended raid into 
Tennessee, hitting the settlements of Mill Creek, Harpeth Shoals, and Ashland. 

Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke launch an unsuccessful attack 
on Springfield, Missouri. 

A Union ambush at Berryville, Arkansas, kills 10 Confederate bushwhackers. 
Naval: The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runner Julia off Jupiter 
Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Tahoma seizes the Confederate vessel Silas Henry after running it 
aground at Tampa Bay, Florida. 

January 9 

South: Confederate troops under General Roger A. Pryor are defeated by General 
Michael Corcoran outside Suffolk, Virginia. 

WEST: General William S. Rosecrans reorganizes his Army of the Cumberland into 
the XIV Corps under General George H. Thomas, the XX Corps under General 
Alexander M. McCook, and the XXI Corps under General Thomas L. Crittenden. 

General John S. Marmaduke captures the Union garrison at Hartville, 
Missouri. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Ethan Allen land and destroy a Confederate salt¬ 
works near St. Joseph, Florida. 

The transport Sparking Sea strikes a reef near Key West, Florida, and sinks; its 
crew is rescued by the gunboat USS Sagamore. 

January 10 

North: In a celebrated court-martial. General Fitz John Porter is cashiered and 
dropped from the army rolls for disobeying orders at the Battle of Second Manassas. 
Not only does this deprive the Union army of a highly capable leader, but also the 
verdict remains in contention for many years until it is finally overturned in 1879. 

General Franz Sigel is appointed commander of the Grand Reserve Division, 
Army of the Potomac. 

General Thomas W. Sherman is appointed commander of the New Orleans, 
Louisiana, garrison. 

A combined expedition of 32,000 men under General John A. McClernand and 
Admiral David D. Porter continues sailing 50 miles up the Arkansas River to break 
up a Confederate concentration at Fort Arkansas (Arkansas Post). This formida¬ 
ble position is garrisoned by 5,000 men under General Thomas J. Churchill. Once 
landed. Union troops under Generals George W. Morgan and William T. Sherman 
are to envelop and isolate the post while heavy naval guns silence its batteries. 
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Naval: The USS Octorara seizes the British blockade-runner Rising Dawn in the 
North West Providence Channel, Bahamas. 

Admiral David G. Farragut orders Commander Henry H. Bell to reconstitute 
the blockade of Galveston, Texas, as soon as practicable. Bell’s USS Brooklyn conse¬ 
quently bombards Confederate defenses of that town. 

The gunboat squadron of Admiral David D. Porter, consisting of USS Baron de 
Kalb, Louisville, Cincinnati, Lexington, Rattler, and Black Hawk, engages in a heavy 
exchange of fire with the 11-gun battery at Fort Hindman on the Arkansas River. 
After covering the landing of troops, the vessels shell Confederate positions but fail 
to run past the fort. 

January 11 

West: General James B. McPherson takes control of the XVII Corps in Tennessee. 

A force of 32,000 Union troops under John A. McClernand and AdmiraJ David 
D. Porter attacks Hindman (Arkansas Post) under General Thomas J. Churchill. The 
assault occurs in conjunction with a nearby squadron of Federal gunboats on the 
White River, whose accurate fire silences the Confederate batteries. However, the 
ground assault, when it develops at 3:00 p.m., is repelled roundly with losses. Churchill 
nonetheless realizes the hopelessness of his position and surrenders later that day. 
McClernand captures 4,791 Southerners, who also lose 28 dead and 81 wounded, 
along with 17 cannon, thousands of weapons, and tons of ammunition. Union losses 
are recorded as 134 dead, 898 wounded, and 29 missing. This victory not only restores 
Union control of the Arkansas River but also bolsters Northern morale. 

Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke Jose 150 men while skirmish¬ 
ing with Union forces under Colonel Lewis Merrill at Wood’s Fork, Missouri. Fed¬ 
eral casualties tally 35. 

Naval: The USS Matthew Vassar captures the Confederate schooner Florida off 
Little River Inlet, Florida. 

The paddle steamer USS Hatteras, cruising 30 miles off Galveston, Texas, is 
approached at night by a mysterious vessel. This turns out to be the Confederate 
raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes, which sinks the Hatteras in a 
fierce engagement of only 13 minutes. Semmes rescues the entire crew, after which 
Union ships redouble their efforts to track and corner this elusive foe. 

Confederate guerrillas capture the Federal gunboat USS Grampus No. 2 on the 
Mississippi River north of Memphis, Tennessee. 

Federal gunboats under Admiral David D. Porter effectively shell the Confeder¬ 
ate works of Fort Hindman, Arkansas (Arkansas Post), on the Arkansas River. Naval 
fire proves entirely effective in reducing both guns and fortifications, and Porter 
notes: “No fort ever received a worse battering, and the highest compliment I can 
pay to those engaged is to repeat what the rebels said: ‘You can’t expect men to stand 
up against the fire of those gunboats.’” His gunboats also managed to corner and 
sink the ram CSS Pontchartrain near Little Rock. 

January 12 

Politics: The third session of the 1st Confederate Congress convenes at Richmond, 
Virginia, where President Jefferson Davis addresses the legislators, stating that he 
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still hopes eventual European recognition. Davis also vehemently castigates the 
Union’s recent Emancipation Proclamation. 

North: The venerable general John E. Wool is appointed commander of the 
Department of the East. 

WEST: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler destroys the huge Union 
supply depot at Ashland, Tennessee, effectively immobilizing the Army of the Cum¬ 
berland for nearly six months. 

Naval: The USS Currituck destroys a Confederate saltworks at Dividing Creek, 
Virginia. 

January 13 

South: In South Carolina, Union colonel Thomas W. Higginson begins to recruit 
former African-American slaves for his 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry. 
West: federal troops under General John A. McClernand capture St. Charles and 
other settlements along the White River, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Currituck captures the Confederate schooner Hampton in Dividing 
Creek, Virginia. 

The steamer USS Hastings is captured on the Cumberland River by cavalry 
under General Joseph Wheeler. Wheeler also seizes three steamboats full of wounded 
troops; these he places on one vessel and allows them to move on. The remaining 
boats are burned. 

A combined army-navy expedition is mounted along the Mississippi River 
from USS General against Confederate guerrillas known to be operating from 
Mound City, Arkansas. Several buildings consequently are burned. 

January 14 

South: federal forces under General Godfrey Weitzel wage a successful battle 
against Confederates at Bayou Teche, Louisiana. 

Southwest: General Edmund Kirby-Smith is appointed commander of the Con¬ 
federate Army of the Southwest. 

Naval: The USS Columbia grounds on the coast of North Carolina and two days 
later is burned by its crew to prevent capture. 

federal gunboats USS Kinsman, Estrella, Calhoun, and Diana attack and sink the 
Confederate gunboat CSS Cotton at Bayou Teche, Louisiana. 

A joint expedition under Commander John G. Walker and General Willis A. 
Gorham steams up the White River, Arkansas, to St. Charles. There, troops from 
two transports seize the town while the USS Baron de Kalb continues upstream in 
search of CSS Blue Wing. 

January 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln takes a break from his usual routine and 
visits the Washington Navy Yard to confer with Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren and to 
observe new weapons testing. 

WEST: Union troops burn the town of Mound City, Arkansas, in retaliation for sup¬ 
porting guerrilla activities. 

Naval: The USS Octorara captures the British sloop Brave in the North West Provi¬ 
dence Channel, Bahamas. 
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January 16 

South: General John Sedgwick assumes command of the IX Corps, Army of the 
Potomac, in Virginia. 

Naval: Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt skillfully 
evades Union blockaders under the cover of darkness and slips out of Mobile Bay, 
Alabama. This celebrated raider eventually seizes 15 Union vessels. 

The USS Baron de Kalb captures Devall’s Bluff, Arkansas, while pursuing CSS 
Blue Wing up the White River. 

January 17 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation allowing for the immediate 
payment of military personnel. He also asks Congress for currency reforms to halt 
mounting inflation throughout the North. 

South: Jubal A. Early gains appointment as a major general, C.S.A. 

Frederick A. Hoke is promoted to brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant, resenting General John A. McClernand’s disregard 
for proper channels in mounting his recent expedition against Fort Hindman, Arkan¬ 
sas, summarily orders him to rejoin his main force at Millrken’s Bend, Louisiana. 
Naval: The USS Baron de Kalb, Forest Rose, and Romeo ply the White River and 
arrive off Des Arc, Arkansas, where Confederate supplies are seized. 

January 18 

South: Acting on the orders of General Henry Heth, the 64th North Carolina under 
Colonel James A. Keith sweeps through Shelton Laurel, western North Carolina, in 
search of Northern sympathizers operating there. At length, he nets 15 male cap¬ 
tives, most of whom are not associated with bushwhacking operations, and marches 
them off to a mountain gorge. Ignoring pleas for mercy, they are lined up, shot, 
and buried in shallow graves. Word of the massacre outrages Confederate secre¬ 
tary of War James A. Seddon and North Carolina Governor Zebulon B. Vance, who 
demand an immediate inquiry. Confederate army officials drag their feet over the 
ensuing months, and none of the perpetrators are ever punished. 

Naval: The USS Zouave captures the Confederate sloop /. C. McCabe on the James 
River, Virginia. 

The USS Wachusett, under Captain Charles Wilkes, and the Sonoma capture the 
Confederate steamer Virginia off Mugeres Island, Mexico. 

Admiral David D. Porter, concluding operations on the White River, Arkan¬ 
sas, renews his efforts against the Confederate citadel at Vicksburg, Mississippi, by 
ordering all available gunboats to Milliken’s Bend on the Yazoo River. 

January 19 

South: In an attempt to redeem his reputation. General Ambrose E. Burnside 
orders two grand divisions under General Joseph Hooker and General William B. 
Franklin across the Rappahannock River at Bank’s Ford, Virginia. This move places 
the Army of the Potomac within 10 miles of Fredericksburg and behind Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The winter weather has been excellent of late, but 
this quickly and dramatically changes. 
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General Carl Schurz assumes command of the XI Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt cap¬ 
tures the Union brig Estelle at sea. 

January 20 

South: Joseph Wheeler is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

The Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose E. Burnside begins its infa¬ 
mous “mud March.” The general intends to bolster his flagging reputation by a 
surprise march around the Army of Northern Virginia’s left flank and a rapid cross¬ 
ing of the Rappahannock to force it into battle in the open. But no sooner does his 
turning maneuver commence than inclement weather sets in, and troops, supplies, 
and the all-important pontoon bridges bog down on roads, churned to knee-deep 
mud. 

General David Hunter resumes his post as commander of the Department of 
the South. 

WEST: Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke seize Patterson, Missouri. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt enters 
Havana, Cuba. 

January 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln endorses revocation of the infamous “Jew 
Order” of General Ulysses S. Grant because it “proscribed an entire religious class, 
some of whom are fighting in our ranks.” 

President Jefferson Davis dispatches General Joseph E. Johnston to Manches¬ 
ter, Tennessee, to confer with General Braxton Bragg over his unexplained aban¬ 
donment of Murfreesboro. He does so amid a demonstrated lack of confidence in 
Bragg’s ability to lead from senior subordinates. 

North: President Abraham Lincoln approves the court-martial verdict against Gen¬ 
eral Fitz John Porter, and he is formally cashiered and dismissed from the military. 
South: The march of the Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose E. Burnside 
is stymied by heavy rain and inclement weather conditions during its attempted 
flank march to the Rappahannock River, Virginia. His columns are bedeviled by 
roads choked with mud that exhaust soldiers and beasts alike. The Confederates 
have since become aware of Burnside’s move and harass the struggling Federals with 
jocular offers of assistance. 

Naval: The USS Daylight destroys an unnamed blockade-runner off New Topsail 
Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Ottawa captures the Confederate schooner Etiwan off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Chocura seizes the British blockade-runner Pride off Cape Romain, 
South Carolina. 

A sudden sortie by Confederate cottonclads CSS Josiah Bell and Uncle Ben under 
Major Oscar M. Watkins, C.S.A., captures the steamers USS Morning Light and 
Velocity off Sabine Pass, Texas. This temporarily interrupts the Union blockade. 
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January 22 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside’s offensive across the Rappahannock River 
into Virginia stumbles and ends because of heavy rain and mud-choked roads. The 
suffering troops, stiffened by rations of liquor, begin to brawl among themselves as 
morale continues to sink. After heated consultations with subordinates, Burnside 
concludes that his master stroke has failed and orders the men back into camp at 
Falmouth, Virginia. They thus endure another round of exhaustive marching in 
mud so thick that entire wagon trains sink to their axles. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant takes charge of Union forces in Arkansas while 
General John A. McClernand is punitively reduced to commander of the XIII Corps, 
Army of the Tennessee. Grant then begins construction of an ambitious canal at 
Swampy Toe Peninsula, opposite Vicksburg, Mississippi, to allow Union shipping 
to circumvent its defenses on the Mississippi River. 

General Joseph Wheeler assumes command of all Confederate cavalry in Middle 
Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Morris captures the Confederate vessels John C. Cal¬ 
houn, Harriet, and Music in Chuckatuck Creek, Virginia. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt seizes and 
burns the Union brigs Windward and Corris Ann off Cuba. 

January 23 

North: A demoralized—and rather soggy—^Army of the Potomac settles into win¬ 
ter quarters at Falmouth, Virginia, directly across from Fredericksburg. General 
Ambrose E. Burnside, agitated by the performance of several subordinates, issues 
General Order No. 8, which peremptorily strips Generals Joseph Hooker, Edwin 
V. Sumner, and William B. Franklin of their commands. The general then rides to 
Washington, D.C., to confer with President Abraham Lincoln and to defend his 
decision. 

Naval: The USS Cambridge captures the Confederate schooner Time off Cape Fear, 
North Carolina. 

January 24 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter arrives back at the Yazoo River and prepares to 
ascend that body as a way of outflanking the defenses of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
from the north. 

January 25 

Politics: Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew authorizes recruitment of the 
54th Massachusetts Infantry, which is composed entirely of African Americans and 
led by white officers. 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside is removed as commander of the Army of 
the Potomac and replaced by General Joseph “Fighting Joe” Hooker, a boisterous 
individual and one of Burnside’s loudest critics. Generals William B. Franklin and 
Edwin V. Sumner, however, remain relieved of duties pending a court of inquiry. 
South: The Virginia Partisan Rangers under Lieutenant John S. Mosby skirmish 
with Federal troops at Fairfax Court House, Virginia. 
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West: Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke end their raid into Missouri 
by arriving back at Batesville, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Currituck captures the Confederate sloop Queen of the Fleet in 
Tapp’s Creek, Virginia. 

January 26 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln orders a major shakeup in the Army of the 
Potomac leadership with General Darius N. Couch assuming command of the 
Right Grand Division, General George G. Meade taking charge of the Central 
Grand Division, and General Oliver O. Howard leading the Left Grand Division. 
General Charles Griffin is also appointed to take temporary command of the V 
Corps. The president also congratulates General Joseph Hooker as commander 
of the Army of the Potomac, despite rumors that he feels a military dictatorship 
is necessary to win the war. “Only those generals who gain successes can set up 
dictators,” Lincoln notes. “What 1 ask of you is military success, and I will risk the 
dictatorship.” 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union ship Golden Rule off Haiti. 

January 27 

Politics: Philadelphia newspaperman A. D. Boileau is arrested for allegedly pub¬ 
lishing an anti-Union editorial in his Journal. 

West: In response to Shoshone attacks on settlers and miners in the Great Basin 
region, Golonel Patrick E. Connor of the 1st California Cavalry leads 300 soldiers 
on an expedition against the encampment of Chief Bear Hunter on the Bear River, 
Idaho Territory. The site is well chosen by the Native Americans, who have mustered 
300 warriors—it is located along the sides of a deep ravine. For this reason, Connor 
orchestrates a two-pronged assault that flanks the camp and allows soldiers to fire 
down from the heights. After a raging conflict of several hours. Bear Hunter and 224 
warriors are cut down, and the soldiers take an additional 164 women and children 
prisoners. Federal losses are 21 dead and 46 wounded. The humbled Shoshone sign 
a treaty forfeiting their claims to the Great Basin region; Gonnor gains promotion 
to brigadier general. 

Naval: The USS Hope seizes the British blockade-runner Emma Tuttle off Gharles- 
ton. South Carolina. 

The ironclad USS Montauk under Captain John L. Worden spearheads a Federal 
assault on Fort McAllister on the Ogeechee River, Georgia. This is a test run for 
the new vessels in preparation for an assault on the more formidable defenses of 
Charleston, South Carolina. Accompanied by USS Seneca, Wissahickon, Dawn, and 
mortar boat C. P. Williams, Worden engages Confederate batteries for four hours. 
Fighting proves inconclusive, and the squadron is withdrawn. The Montauk receives 
14 hits, none of them serious. But Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont, who orders the 
attack, is disappointed by the results, especially the slow firing rate and inaccurate 
aim of his vessels. “If one ironclad cannot take eight guns,” he ponders, “how are five 
to take 147 guns in Charleston Harbor.” 
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The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union brig Chastelaine in the Caribbean. 

January 28 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis warns General Theophilus Holmes of the dan¬ 
gers confronting his Trans-Mississippi Department. “The loss of either of the two 
positions—Vicksburg or Port Hudson—would destroy communication with the 
Trans-Mississippi Department,” he writes, “and inflict upon the Confederacy an 
injury which I am sure you have not failed to appreciate.” 

South: John D. Imboden is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

Naval: The USS Sagamore sinks the British blockade-runner Elizabeth off Jupiter 
Inlet, Florida. 

January 29 

Politics: The Confederate Congress authorizes a loan of $15 million from French 
financiers. 

A pensive president Jefferson Davis inquires of General John C. Pemberton at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, “Has anything or can anything be done to obstruct the navi¬ 
gation from Yazoo Pass down?” 

West: Colonel James H. Wilson, an engineer, is ordered to depart Helena, Arkansas, 
with specialists and equipment for an expedition down Yazoo Pass. This turns out 
to be a major drive to flank the Confederate defenses of Vicksburg from behind, 
although the region is known to be a tangled, swampy morass. 

Naval: The USS Unadilla seizes the British blockade-runner Princess Royal near 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Brooklyn, assisted by Federal gunboats Scotia, Owasco, and Katahdin, 
bombards Confederate positions at Galveston, Texas. Its captain notes with some 
trepidation that enemy shot sails easily over his squadron, at a range of two and a 
half miles. 

The Federal gunboat USS Lexington is attacked by Gonfederate artillery while 
steaming down the Gumberland River between Cairo, Illinois, and Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee, but accurate counterfire quiddy disperses the antagonists. 

January 30 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant, officially placed in charge of western operations at 
Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, begins to formulate a new strategic campaign against 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: A joint expedition sailing with the USS Commodore Perry lands armed par¬ 
ties near Hertford, North Garolina. Two bridges are destroyed and several small 
vessels sunk. 

The Federal gunboat USS Isaac Smith is caught in a heavy crossfire while steam¬ 
ing up the Stono River, South Garolina, runs aground, and is captured. 

Admiral David D. Porter instructs the USS Linden to cooperate with army 
forces under General Ulysses S. Grant while his men dig a canal to circumvent 
Confederate defenses at Vicksburg, Mississippi. He also orders the squadron to 
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sweep the Yazoo River for supplies of cotton to deprive the Confederacy of this 
valuable commodity. Captured bales are also to be employed as additional armor 
for his ships. 

January 31 

West: Union and Confederate forces skirmish heavily in the wake of General Brax¬ 
ton Bragg’s withdrawal from Murfreesboro, Tennessee. A heavy engagement at 
Dover results in 300 Southern captives for a Federal loss of five. 

Naval: Obscured by a thick haze, Confederate steam rams CSS Palmetto State and 
Chicora under Commanders Duncan N. Ingraham and John R. Tucker sortie against 
the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron of Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. The converted merchantman Mercedita, rammed and riddled 
by cannon fire, surrenders; the USS Keystone State sustains heavy damage and is 
rescued by the Memphis. Union losses are 24 killed and 24 wounded, most by scald¬ 
ing. The Confederate vessels then withdraw back to Charleston, having dented the 
Union blockade but accomplishing little else. 

The Confederate raider CSS Retribution seizes the Union schooner Hanover in 
the West Indies. 

Februaty 1 

Politics: By this period in the war, inflation erodes the Confederate dollar such 
that it yields the purchasing power of only 20 cents. 

South: General George Sykes temporarily takes command of the V Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. 

WEST: Advancing Union forces capture the town of Franklin, Tennessee. 

Naval: The ironclad USS Montauk under Captain John L. Worden, assisted by Sen¬ 
eca, Wissahickon, Dawn, and the mortar boat C. P. Williams, again attack Fort McAl¬ 
lister on the Ogeechee River, Georgia. This time, the vessels initiate action at much 
closer range and manage to inflict heavy damage. Montauk sustains 48 hits in the 
four-hour exchange, none of them serious. 

The USS Passaic under Captain Percival Drayton, accompanied by the Marble¬ 
head, conducts a detailed reconnaissance up the Wilmington River, Georgia. 

The USS Tahoma and Hendrick Hudson capture the British blockade-runner 
Margaret off St. Petersburg, Florida. 

The USS Two Sisters seizes the Confederate sloop Richards off Boca Grande, 
Mexico. 

February 2 

North: The Department of Washington, D.G., is constituted while its attendant 
garrison is designated XXII Corps. 

West: Colonel James H. Wilson cuts into the Mississippi River levee, spilling water 
into the Yazoo Pass region and raising its level to support gunboats. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon drives the Confederate schooner Industry aground 
at New Topsail Inlet, North Carolina. The vessel is subsequently burned. 

The Federal ram USS Queen of the West under Colonel Charles R. Ellet runs 
past the batteries of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and is struck 12 times without sus- 
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Line engraving depicting the February 2, 1 863, attack by U.S. ram Queen of the West on the Confederate steamer 
City of Vicksburg off Vicksburg, Mississippi, published in Harper’s Weekly, 1863 (Naval Historical Foundation) 


taining serious damage. It then attacks the Confederate vessel City of Vicksburg 
before proceeding farther up the Red River to destroy supply caches deposited 
there. 

February 3 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward receives an offer made through 
the French embassy to mediate the war. 

Politics: The U.S. Congress votes Captain John L. Worden its thanks for service 
rendered as captain of the USS Monitor. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest unsuccessfully attacks 
Union forces under Colonel Abner C. Harding, garrisoning Fort Donelson, Tennes¬ 
see. Harding reports a loss of 12 dead and 30 injured; the Southerners lose over 100 
killed, 400 wounded, and 300 prisoners. 

General Joseph Wheeler’s Confederate raiding column is repulsed at the Cum¬ 
berland Iron works, Tennessee. 

The levee at Yazoo Pass, Mississippi, is opened to allow access to Vicksburg from 
behind. A combined expedition consisting of 5,000 troops under General Leonard 
F. Ross then departs upstream. 
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Naval: The USS Midnight seizes the British blockade-runner Defy off the Georgia 
coast. 

The USS Sonoma captures the British blockade-runner Springbo off the Bahamas. 
The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union schooner Palmetto off Puerto Rico. 

The USS Lexington, Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, Robb, and Silver Lake provide 
supporting fire to army troops at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, repelling a Confederate 
attack by General Nathan B. Forrest. 

A combined expedition under General Leonard F. Ross proceeds down the 
Yazoo River, accompanied by the gunboats USS Baron de Kalb and Chillicothe. 

February 4 

South: General John Sedgwick succeeds William F. Smith as commander of VI 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

WEST: Confederate troops under General John S. Marmaduke are driven from 
BatesviUe, Arkansas, by pursuing Union forces. 

Naval: The USS New Era captures the Confederate steamer W. A. Knapp near Island 
No. 10 in the Mississippi River. 

February 5 

Politics: Queen Victoria outlines to Parliament her government’s reasons for 
refusing to pursue mediation efforts between the North and the South, namely, 
because there are few reasonable expectations for success. 

North: General Joseph Flooker reorganizes the Army of the Potomac and dispenses 
with his predecessor’s “grand divisions” scheme. A new nine corps structure is imple¬ 
mented under Generals John F. Reynolds (1), Darius N. Couch (II), Daniel E. Sickles 
(III), George G. Meade (V), John Sedgwick (VI), William F. Smith (IX), Franz Sigel 
(XI), Henry W. Slocum (XII), and George Stoneman (U.S. Cavalry Corps). 

February 6 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward unilaterally rejects a French offer 
to mediate hostilities. 

South: The Union IX Corps under General William F. Smith relocates to Newport 
News, Virginia, to increase pressure on Richmond from the east. 

February 7 

North: Command of the Department of Washington, D.C., is delegated to General 
Samuel P. Heintzelman. 

Naval: The new Confederate ironclads CSS Tuscaloosa and Huntsville are launched 
at Selma, Alabama, and then taken to Mobile to be outfitted. 

The gunboat USS Glide is destroyed by fire at Cairo, Illinois. 

The USS Forest Rose is damaged by low hanging trees while traversing Yazoo 
Pass, Mississippi. 

February 8 

Politics: Allegedly disloyal statements lead the Chicago Times to be suspended 
temporarily from publication. 
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Naval: At the behest of General John G. Foster, the Federal gunboat Commodore 
McDonough traverses the Stono River, South Carolina, looking for newly erected 
Confederate batteries. None are noted. 

February 9 

Southwest: The Confederate Army of the Southwest under General Edmund 
Kirby-Smith extends its authority to the entire Trans-Mississippi Department. 
Naval: The USS Coeur de Lion captures the Confederate schooner Emily Murray 
near Machadoc Creek, Virginia. 

February 10 

Naval: The Federal ram USS Queen of the West steams farther down the Red River, 
Louisiana. 

The Federal ram USS Dick Pulton sustains damage from Confederate forces at 
Cyrus Bend, Arkansas. 

February 11 

Diplomacy: In London, Confederate agent James M. Mason addresses the lord 
mayor’s banquet and promotes the desirability of recognition for the Confederacy. 

February 12 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt 
seizes and burns the Union clipper ship Jacob Bell, along with cargo estimated at 
$2 million. 

The USS Conestoga captures the Confederate steamers Rose Hambleton and 
Evansville on the White River, Arkansas. 

The USS Queen of the West steams up the Red and Atchafalaya rivers, Louisiana, 
destroying a Confederate wagon train. 

February 13 

Naval: The USS New Era captures the Confederate steamers White Cloud and 
Rowena near Island No. 10 on the Mississippi River. 

The ironclad USS Indianola runs past Confederate batteries at Vicksburg, Mis¬ 
sissippi, intending to join the Queen of the West at the mouth of the Red River as a 
blockading force. 

A combined, light-draft expedition into Yazoo Pass, consisting of USS Rattler, 
Romeo, Forest, Rose, Chillicothe, Baron de Kalb, and Matamora, arrives off Flelena, 
Arkansas. 

February 14 

Naval: The USS Tioga captures the British blockade-runner Avon off the Bahamas. 

The USS Forest Rose captures the Confederate steamer Chippewa Valley at Island 
No. 63 on the Mississippi River. 

The U.S. ram Queen of the West under Colonel Charles R. Filet moves 15 miles 
up the Black River and captures the steamer CSS New Era No. 5. While returning 
back downstream, his vessel is bracketed by Confederate artillery, run aground, and 
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captured intact. The Union crew, however, escapes by transferring to its prize and 
sailing off. 

February 15 

West: Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan are repulsed by Union 
troops near Cainsville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Sonoma captures the Confederate brig Atlantic at sea. 

February 16 

Politics: The U.S. Congress authorizes the Conscription Act, making all men aged 
between 20 and 45 liable for military service to address the inadequacies of volun¬ 
tary enlistment. However, substitutes can still be hired for $300. 

West: General Stephen A. Hurlbut gains control of the XVI Gorps, Army of the 
Mississippi. 

February 17 

Politics: The order suspending publication of the Chicago Times is rescinded by 
General Ulysses S. Grant. 

West: Federal troops burn the town of Hopefield, Arkansas, in retaliation for Con¬ 
federate attacks on shipping. 

Naval: Confederate forces seize the Federal tug USS Hercules opposite Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

The Federal ironclad USS Indianola arrives at the mouth of the Red River, hav¬ 
ing successfully run the Confederate gauntlet at Vicksburg, Mississippi. It stations 
itself there to maintain the Union blockade. 

February 18 

Politics: Union troops break up a convention by Democrats in Frankfort, Ken¬ 
tucky, which they construe as pro-Confederate. 

South: General James Longstreet is ordered to transfer two divisions of his corps 
from the Army of Northern Virginia near Fredericksburg to bolster the defenses of 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Victoria captures the Confederate brig Minna off Shallotte Inlet, 
North Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Somerset capture the blockade-runner Hortense 
at sea. 

February 19 

Politics: Federal troops convalescing in a hospital at Keokuk, Iowa, angered by 
antiwar sentiments expressed in the local newspaper Constitution, hobble over and 
ransack the news offices. 

South: President Jefferson Davis contacts General Joseph E. Johnston, noting anx¬ 
iously how little confidence General Braxton Bragg solicits from his senior subordi¬ 
nates. “It is scarcely possible in that state of the case for him to possess the requisite 
confidence of the troops,” Davis notes. However, the president is not disposed 
toward removing his old friend and confidant from command. 
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West: Skirmishing between Federals and Confederates under General Nathan B. 
Forrest at Yazoo Pass north of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Retribution captures the Federal brig Emily in 
the Caribbean. 

February 20 

West: Union troops under Colonel Alfred H. Terry skirmish with Santee (Sioux) 
outcasts in the Dakota Territory. 

Naval: The USS Crusader captures the Confederate schooner General Taylor in 
Mobjack Bay, Virginia. 

February 21 

Naval: The USS Thomas Freeborn and Dragon trade fire with Confederate batteries 
below Fort Lowry, Virginia. 

The USS Dacotah and Monticello exchange salvos with Confederate batteries at 
Fort Caswell, North Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Federal ship Golden Eagle and bark Olive Jane. 

February 22 

West: Union cavalry surprise General Earl Van Dorn’s supply column at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, taking supplies and prisoners. 

February 23 

Politics: Pennsylvanian Simon Cameron, former secretary of war, resigns his post 
as minister to Russia. 

Naval: The USS Dacotah and Monticello engage Confederate batteries at Fort Cas¬ 
well, North Carolina. 

The USS Potomska captures the British blockade-runner Belle off Sapelo Sound, 
Georgia. Armed boats from USS Gaswell and Arago capture the Confederate block¬ 
ade-runner Glide off Little Tybee Island, Georgia. 

The USS Kinsman hits a snag and sinks in Berwick Bay, Louisiana, losing six 
crew members. 

February 24 

West: After three weeks of intense work. Union troops finally clear the Yazoo Pass 
of overhanging vegetation. General Leonard F. Ross reassembles an armada of trans¬ 
ports and ironclads to venture downstream. 

Southwest: The Arizona Territory is carved out of the New Mexico Territory by 
an act of Congress. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Mahaska capture and sink the Confederate sloop 
Mary Jane and barge Ben Bolt in the York River, Virginia. 

The USS State of Georgia captures the blockade-runner Annie off Cape Romain, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Tahoma captures the Confederate schooner Stonewall off Key West, 
Florida. 
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A Confederate naval deserter informs Union blockaders of submarines and 
other “infernal machines” being assembled and tested at Mobile, Alabama. 

The Confederate vessels CSS William H. Webb and Beatty, assisted by the newly 
acquired Queen of the West, repeatedly ram the ironclad USS Indianola of Commander 
George Brown below Warrenton, Mississippi. Outnumbered and outmaneuvered by 
speedier craft, Indianola sustains serious damage and partially sinks, so Brown surren¬ 
ders. The Confederates, cognizant of their valuable prize, undertake immediate steps 
to raise and salvage it. This loss convinces Admiral David D. Porter to abandon efforts 
to blockade the Red River with single vessels detached from the main fleet. 

Febmaty 25 

Politics: The U.S. Congress approves a national banking system drawn up by Sec¬ 
retary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, whereby participating institutions reserve 
up to one-third of their capital in U.S. Securities. These, in turn, serve as a basis for 
issuing national bank notes (currency) to the public to facilitate long-term financ¬ 
ing of the war effort. This system lasts with little modification until establishment 
of the Federal Reserve in 1913. 

South: Confederate cavalry under General Fitzhugh Lee surprise a Union cavalry 
outpost at Hartwood Church, Virginia, taking 150 prisoners. 

General Daniel IT. Hill receives command of Gonfederate forces in North 
Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Conemaugh runs the British blockade-runner Queen of the Waves 
aground at the mouth of the North Santee River, South Carolina. 

The USS Vanderbilt captures the British merchant vessel Peterhojf off St. Thomas 
in the Caribbean, sparking a British diplomatic protest over the disposition of mail 
found on the vessel. Eventually, President Abraham Lincoln orders the craft and all 
confiscated mail returned to their owners. 

A force of light-draft Federal gunboats enters the Yazoo Pass after army troops 
clear away trees and other obstructions from the riverbanks. 

Confederates scuttle the newly acquired USS Indianola to prevent its recapture 
at the hands of a fast-approaching, formidable Union “warship”; actually, this is an 
old coal barge disguised as an ironclad with dummy stacks, guns, and superstruc¬ 
ture, being floated downstream for that purpose by Admiral David D. Porter. 

February 26 

South: General James Longstreet becomes commander of Confederate forces in 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. At this time, his 1 Corps consists 
of divisions under Generals John B. Hood and George E. Pickett. 

Confederate rangers under Captain John S. Mosby rout a Union detachment 
near Germantown, Virginia. 

WEST: Confederate irregulars burn a Union train near Woodburn, Tennessee. 

General Sterling Price is transferred formally back to the Confederate Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

Southwest: On further reflection, the National Council of Cherokee Indians 
abolishes slavery, renounces its prior alliance with the Confederacy, and rejoins the 
Union. 
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February 27 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
the Union ship Washington in the mid-Atlantic and then releases it on bond. 

February 28 

Naval: The USS Wynandank captures the Confederate schooners Vista and A. W. 
Thompson off Piney Point, Virginia. 

The ironclad USS Montauk under Captain John L. Worden, accompanied by Sen¬ 
eca, Wissahocken, and Dawn, sails up the Ogeechee River and sinks the blockade-run¬ 
ner CSS Rattlesnake (nee Nashville) near Fort McAllister, Georgia. However, Montauk 
strikes a torpedo and temporarily grounds itself on a mudbank to affect repairs. 

The USS New Era seizes the Confederate steamer Curlew off Island No. 10 in 
the Mississippi River. 

The Yazoo River expedition glides onto the Coldwater River several days ahead 
of army transports. They are joined by the rams USS Pulton and Lioness and the 
gunboat Petrel. 

March 1 

West: Confederate raiders under General Nathan B. Forrest skirmish with Union 
forces at Bradyville, Tennessee. 

Union forces capture and occupy Bloomfield, Missouri. 

March 2 

North: The U.S. Congress authorizes four major generals and nine brigadier gen¬ 
erals for the U.S. Army, with an additional 40 major generals and 200 brigadier 
generals for the volunteers. Conversely, 33 ranking officers are dismissed from the 
service on a variety of charges. 

Southwest: Federal troops depart New Orleans on an expedition to the mouth of 
the Rio Grande. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Federal ship John A. Parks. 

March 3 

Diplomacy: The U.S. Congress passes a resolution condemning all offers of media¬ 
tion as “foreign intervention.” 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs the Enrollment or Federal Draft Act, 
whereby all able-bodied males between 20 and 46 years of age are eligible for mili¬ 
tary service. This is the first such legislation enacted by the Federal government. 

The U.S. Congress approves a loan of $300 million for the year 1863. It also 
formally and finally suspends writs of habeas corpus as a wartime expedient. 

Jay Cooke is named Federal agent tasked with promoting the sale of war bonds. 
The U.S. Congress establishes the National Academy of Sciences. 

The 37th U.S. Congress adjourns. 

West: The Idaho Territory is formed by act of Congress, sliced from parts of the 
adjoining Washington and Dakota territories, and incorporates parts of present-day 
Montana and Wyoming. 
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Naval: An armed boat from the USS Matthew Vassar proceeds up the Little River 
Inlet, North Carolina, and burns a large vessel there, but on the return trip, the crew 
is captured by Confederates. 

The ironclads USS Passaic, Nahant, and Patapsco, accompanied by gunboats 
Seneca, Dawn, and Wissahocken and three mortar boats, engage the batteries of 
Fort McAllister, Georgia, for six hours. Little damage is inflicted, but the attack gives 
Union boat crews practical training for their upcoming moves against Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

March 4 

West: Confederates under General Earl Van Dorn successfully surround and skir¬ 
mish with Federal troops at Franklin, Tennessee. Union cavalry manage to ride to 
safety, but the infantry component of the expedition is forced to surrender. 

Naval: The USS James S. Chambers captures the Spanish blockade-runner Relam- 
pago at sea and the Confederate schooner Ida after it runs ashore at Sanibel Island, 
Florida. 

March 5 

Politics: In Columbus, Ohio, rampaging Union troops gut the editorial offices of 
the newspaper Crisis for allegedly printing pro-Southern editorials. 

West: General Earl Van Dorn advances with 6,000 Gonfederates against a Union 
position at Thompson’s Station, Tennessee. The defenders consist of 2,857 Federal 
soldiers and cavalry supported by six cannon under Colonel John Coburn. Rather 
than retreat, Coburn elects to attack the enemy camp and is assailed in turn by 
cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest. When these are driven off, the remaining 
Union infantry stubbornly defend two hills and beat back numerous Confederate 
charges. At length, a final attempt is mounted by Forrest that finally breaks Union 
resistance and Coburn surrenders. The Confederates sustain 357 casualties while 
capturing 1,221 Federals. Bad blood subsequently ensues when Van Dorn accuses 
Forrest of hoarding captured Union supplies for his own use, a charge Forrest vehe¬ 
mently denies. These two headstrong cavaliers nearly come to dueling before calmer 
heads prevail. 

Naval: The USS Lockwood safely returns from an armed expedition up the Pungo 
River to destroy a bridge and break up enemy supply dumps. 

The USS Aroostook chases the Confederate blockade-runner Josephine aground 
near Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, destroying it by gunfire. 

March 6 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union ship Star of Peace at sea. 

March 7 

Politics: Federal troops in Baltimore, Maryland, confiscate all song sheets that are 
deemed “secession music.” 

South: A Federal expedition from New Bern, North Carolina, to Mattamuskeet 
ends in controversy when Colonel Charles C. Dodge, commanding, accuses the 
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103rd Pennsylvania Volunteers of unauthorized burning, plundering, and disre¬ 
spectful conduct toward local women. 

West: Federal forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks advance from New Orleans 
toward Port Hudson, Louisiana, to campaign in concert with General Ulysses S. 
Grant at Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

General Edmund Kirby-Smith arrives to assume command of all Confederate 
forces in the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel P. Lee of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, having 
detached many officers and sailors as prize crews, requests reinforcements to make 
up manpower deficiencies. 

March 8 

South: A sudden raid by Captain John S. Mosby and his Confederate rangers captures 
General Edwin H. Stoughton in his headquarters at Fairfax County Court House, 
Virginia, along with 32 prisoners and 58 horses. The general was sleeping in bed at the 
time and rudely was awakened by a slap on his backside—delivered by Mosby himself 
This was one of the most daring—if embarrassing—acts of the entire war. 

General Daniel H. Hill’s troops skirmish heavily with Union defenders outside 
Fort Anderson near New Bern, North Carolina. 

West: Progress on the Yazoo River expedition, slow to begin with, is hindered fur¬ 
ther by trees felled along the way by retreating Confederates, as well as by the usual 
overhanging vegetation on the riverbanks. Two additional days are required to clear 
away aU obstacles before additional progress can be made downstream. 

Naval: The USS Sagamore captures the Confederate sloop Enterprise near Mosquito 
Inlet, Florida. 

March 9 

Naval: The USS Quaker City captures the British blockade-runner Douro near 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Bienville captures the Confederate schooner Lightning off Port Royal, 
South Carolina. 

The 22-boat combined expedition to the Yazoo River under General Leonard 
F. Ross finally clears the Talluhatchie River and reaches the confluence of the 
Yalobusha and Tazoo rivers. There, they encounter a small Confederate fortifi¬ 
cation christened Fort Pemberton near Greenwood, Mississippi, and prepare to 
bombard it. 

March 10 

Politics: In the Prize Cases, the Supreme Court approves the legality of the Union 
naval blockade on a 5-4 vote. They do so by declaring the right of a sovereign state 
to conduct a blockade while simultaneously denying that the Confederate States 
of America actually exists. The Court also rules that while only Congress has the 
power to declare war, Lincoln, as commander in chief, has the authority to suppress 
a rebellion. 

President Abraham Lincoln signs a general amnesty for all soldiers, presently 
absent without leave, to rejoin their units by April 1,1863. 
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President Jefferson C. Davis ventures to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where he confers 
with General John C. Pemberton about affairs in the West. 

South: Federal forces, including a large number of African-American soldiers, seize 
and occupy Jacksonville, Florida. 

Naval: The USS Gem of the Sea sinks the Confederate sloop Petee off Indian River 
Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Norwich and Uncas ships troops up the St. John’s River, Florida, where 
armed parties land and recapture Jacksonville. 

The USS Chillicothe destroys a bridge spanning the Tallahatchie River above 
Fort Pemberton, Mississippi. The Confederate steamer Thirty-fifth Parallel is also 
sunk to prevent capture. 

March 11 

Naval: A Federal gunhoat expedition moving up the Tallahatchie River engages 
Confederate batteries under General William W. Loring at Fort Pemberton, Green¬ 
wood, Mississippi. In the course of battle, the ironclad USS Chillicothe receives 
repeated hits and withdraws in damaged condition. 

March 12 

Naval: The USS Kittatinny captures the Confederate vessel D. Sargent in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Admiral David G. Farragut arrives at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, with his flagship 
USS Hartford and prepares to advance past Confederate defenses at Port Hudson 
on the Mississippi River. 

March 13 

South: A horrific explosion rocks the Confederate Ordnance Laboratory on 
Brown’s Island, Richmond, Virginia, killing 70 workers, principally women. This 
accident highlights how far men have been supplanted as industrial workers due to 
wartime conditions in the South. 

Confederate forces under General Daniel H. Hill launch a night attack against 
Fort Anderson on the Neuse River, North Carolina, which is repulsed by naval 
gunfire. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Hunchback, Hetzel, Ceres, and Shawsheen render 
invaluable support fire during a surprise Confederate attack on Fort Anderson, 
North Carolina. 

The USS Huntsville captures the British blockade-runner Surprise near Char¬ 
lotte Harbor, Florida. 

The USS Octorara captures the British blockade-runner Florence Nightingale in 
North East Providence Channel, Bahamas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship Aldebaran at sea. 

The ironclad USS Chillicothe, accompanied by gunboats Baron de Kalb and Mat- 
amora, again engage Confederate batteries at Fort Pemberton at Greenwood, Mis¬ 
sissippi. In two hours, the Chillicothe receives an additional 38 hits, and the flotilla 
withdraws back up the Tallahatchie River. 
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March 14 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks advances his Army of the Gulf on Port Hudson, 
Louisiana, with 30,000 men. He establishes several artillery batteries to assist the 
passage of Admiral David G. Farragut’s fleet and then returns to Baton Rouge when 
the attempt fails. It is now painfully apparent to Union authorities that Port Hud¬ 
son, a position second only in strength to Vicksburg, Mississippi, must be reduced 
by assault in the near future. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut’s squadron of seven ships runs past Confederate 
batteries at Port Hudson, Louisiana, at 11:00 p.m. The admiral’s flagship USS Hart¬ 
ford, lashed together alongside the Albatross, weathers a storm of shot and shells and 
makes the passage intact. The remaining vessels are supported by mortar fire from 
army units, but resistance proves fierce and they are driven back downstream. The 
Mississippi grounds, catches afire, and drifts helplessly until exploding with a loss 
of 64 lives. Moreover, Farragut is cut off from his surviving warships, Monongahela 
and Richmond, for several weeks. 

Admiral David D. Porter pushes the gunboats USS Louisville, Cincinnati, Caron- 
delet, Pittsburgh, and Mound City, four mortar boats, and four tugs up the Yazoo 
River to secure Steele’s Bayou near Vicksburg, Mississippi. Over the next weeks, 
they pass successively upstream hoping to turn the city’s defenses from the rear, but 
progress is slow due to the overgrown riverbanks. 

March 15 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures the Union ship Punjab off the Brazilian coast and releases it on bond. 

Armed boats from the USS Cyane seize the schooner and suspected Confederate 
blockade-runner /. M. Chapman in San Francisco Bay, California. Various military 
stores found in its cargo holds demonstrate its belligerent intent. 

March 16 

North: Philip H. Sheridan is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

West: Cavalry under Generals Earl Van Dorn and Joseph Wheeler are designated 
Confederate army corps within the Army of Tennessee. 

General William T. Sherman arrives at Hill’s Plantation, Mississippi, with the 
2nd Division, XV Corps, to support a riverine advance to Steele’s Bayou by Admiral 
David D. Porter. 

Naval: The USS Octorara captures the Confederate sloop Rosalie and schooner Five 
Brothers off the east coast of Florida. 

Federal gunboats of the Yazoo River expedition again engage Fort Pemberton, 
Greenwood, Mississippi, whereupon the ironclad USS Chillicothe receives eight 
more hits, suffers 22 casualties, and drifts helplessly. The attack finally is halted by 
General Leonard F. Ross, and he makes ready to withdraw downstream in defeat. 
Failure here terminates General Ulysses S. Grant’s attempts to circumvent the Con¬ 
federate defenses of Vicksburg, Mississippi, through the backdoor. 

Admiral David D. Porter confers with General Ulysses S. Grant at Hill’s Planta¬ 
tion at the head of Black Bayou, Mississippi, and then leads five of his ironclads up 
Deer Creek in an attempt to reach Steele’s Bayou from the northeast. 
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March 17 

South: General Ambrose E. Burnside is reassigned to command of the IX Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, although he subsequently shares this position with General 
John G. Parke. 

A force of 2,100 Union cavalry and six guns under General William W. Averell 
advances from Morrisville, Virginia, and heads for the Rappahannock River intend¬ 
ing to surprise Confederate cavalry stationed at Culpeper Court. While crossing at 
Kelley’s Ford, Union troops are delayed by Confederate sentinels who alert General 
Fitzhugh Lee to their presence. The Confederates quickly take to their saddles and 
advance to meet the intruders with 800 men. Averell then lines up his five regiments 
abreast behind a stone wall, lets the Confederates gallop to within close range, and 
mows them down with intense artillery and carbine fire. Lee withdraws to a second 
position farther back and regroups as Union troopers advance in turn. A series of 
charges and countercharges ensue throughout the afternoon with little advantage 
to either side before Averell ends the contest at 5:30 p.m. and withdraws across the 
river in good order. As a parting jest, he leaves Lee, a former West Point roommate, 
a sack of coffee and a note inquiring if he enjoyed his visit. Union losses total 58 
while the Confederates report 133 killed and wounded. Foremost among the fallen 
is the youthful Southern artillerist Major John Pelham, who is mortally struck by 
an artillery fragment. Kelley’s Ford also puts Southern horsemen on notice of the 
proficiency their Union opposites have acquired with greater experience. 

Captain John S. Mosby surprises and captures a 25-man picket at Herndon 
Station, Virginia. 

Naval: The Yazoo River expedition, stymied by Fort Pemberton near Greenwood, 
Mississippi, steams back down the Tallahatchie River. 

March 18 

Politics: The Democratic-controlled state legislature of New Jersey passes a num¬ 
ber of peace resolutions condemning all aspects of the war effort and demanding 
a negotiated ending. This prompts a sharp response from state regiments in the 
field, who pass resolutions of their own condemning the legislature’s activities as 
“wicked” and “cowardly.” 

WEST: General TheophUus H. Holmes is appointed commander of the Confederate 
District of Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Wissahickon destroys the Confederate steamer Georgiana as it 
attempts to run the blockade off Charleston, South Carolina. 

March 19 

South: General William F. Smith transfers two divisions from his IX Corps at New¬ 
port News, Virginia, to the Department of the Ohio. 

Naval: The USS Octorara captures the British blockade-runner John Williams off 
the Bahamas. 

Admiral David G. Farragut continues northward by running his steam sloop 
USS Hartford and the ironclad Albatross past Confederate guns at Grand Gulf, south 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi. Despite heavy fire, he sustains only eight casualties and 
safely anchors the following day off Warrenton. 



1863 


Chronology 273 


The Steele’s Bayou expedition of Admiral David D. Porter continues up Deer 
Creek, Mississippi, and begins to encounter Confederate snipers from the shoreline. 
Porter disembarks 300 sailors to clear the banks of infantry and remove obstacles 
placed in the river by fleeing Southerners. 

March 20 

South: General Daniel H. Hill rings the Union garrison at Washington, North 
Carolina, with several batteries and deploys several brigades to obstruct possible 
reinforcements from New Bern. Washington itself is invested by a brigade under 
General Richard B. Garnett. The garrison commander. General John G. Foster, 
endures several days of bombardment before Federal gunboats in the nearby Pam¬ 
lico River arrive to assist. 

Naval: The USS Ethan Allen seizes the British blockade-runner Gypsy near St. 
Joseph’s Bay, Florida. 

The Steele’s Bayou expedition of Admiral David D. Porter no sooner steams 
past Rolling Fork on Deer Creek, Mississippi, than Confederate forces begin to fell 
trees and other obstacles behind the fleet to trap it there. Three Southern regiments 
are then dispatched from Haynes’s Bluff to attack and possibly capture the entire 
squadron. 

March 21 

North: General Edwin V. Sumner dies of natural causes in Syracuse, New York. 
West: General William T. Sherman’s expedition to Steele’s Bayou gropes along 
the tree-choked river banks, much harassed by snipers and man-made obstacles. 
Progress is steady but slow, but he increases the tempo to rescue Admiral David 
D. Porter’s squadron, trapped by obstacles at Deer Creek. Protracted skirmishing 
erupts along the banks as Sherman tries to obstruct a force of 3,000 Confederates 
from attacking the gunboats in narrow waters. 

The Yazoo River expedition of General Leonard F. Ross, now reinforced by 
troops under General Isaac F. Quinby on Moon Lake, turns around and steams 
back toward Fort Greenwood, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Victoria and William Bacon seize the British blockade-runner Nico¬ 
lai I off Cape Fear, North Carolina. 

March 22 

West: Confederate forces under General John Pegram embark on an extended raid 
into Kentucky. 

Mount Sterling, Kentucky, is captured by Confederate troopers belonging to 
General John H. Morgan’s command. 

Naval: The USS Tioga captures British blockade-runners Granite City and Brothers 
off Abaco, Bahamas. 

Admiral David D. Porter concedes that efforts to seize Steele’s Bayou from the 
Yazoo River have failed, and he commences sailing back to Hill’s Plantation, Missis¬ 
sippi, with General William T. Sherman’s infantry onboard. Natural obstacles in the 
river and along the shoreline, complicated by trees felled by fleeing Confederates, 
thwart another attempt to outflank Vicksburg via inland waterways. 
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March 23 

South: Virginia Partisan Rangers under Captain John S. Mosby defeat a Federal 
detachment at Little River Turnpike, Virginia, but then they are surprised and 
almost captured in turn by Union cavalry. 

Naval: The USS Arizona captures the Confederate sloop Aurelia near Mosquito 
Inlet, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Morning Star and the whaler Kingfisher off the Brazilian 
coast. 

Admiral David G. Farragut orders the USS Hartford and Albatross to bombard 
Confederate works off Warrenton, Mississippi. 

March 24 

West: Confederate forces under General John Pegram skirmish with Union forces 
at Danville, Kentucky. 

Union cavalry under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson fight a skirmish with pur¬ 
suing Confederates near La Grange, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon captures the British blockade-runner Mary Jane off 
New Inlet, North Carolina. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s ironclad squadron safely reaches Black Bayou, Mis¬ 
sissippi, after almost being trapped on Deer Creek by Confederate infantry. His 
expedition sustains one engineer killed and four sailors wounded for the effort. 

March 25 

North: General Ambrose E. Burnside transfers as commanding officer of the 
Department of the Ohio, succeeding General Horatio G. Wright, who reports back 
to the Army of the Potomac to command a division. 

WEST: General Nathan B. Forrest and his Confederate cavalry column attack Union 
troops garrisoning in Brentwood, Tennessee. These consist of 520 men of the 22nd 
Wisconsin under Colonel Edward Bloodgood, with an additional 230 men of the 
19th Michigan in a small stockade south of town. Forrest, who had cut all Union 
telegraph lines beforehand, approaches with two brigades and surrounds both 
detachments. Some skirmishing ensues, but both Union detachments surrender. 
But as the Confederate marauders withdraw along the Little Harpeth River, they are 
set on by a third party of Union cavalry under General Green G. Smith, who recap¬ 
tures some wagons and supplies. Forrest, nevertheless, concludes another successful 
raid and escapes with 700 prisoners to Columbia, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS State of Georgia and Mount Vernon capture the Confederate schoo¬ 
ner Rising Dawn off New Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Fort Henry captures the Confederate schooner Ranger at Cedar Keys, 
Florida. 

The USS Kanawha captures the Confederate schooner Clara off Mobile, Alabama. 
The USS Wachusett takes the British blockade-runner Dolphin off St. Thomas 
in the Caribbean. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes burns the 
Union ships Charles Hill and Nora off the Brazilian coast. 
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Confederate batteries at Vicksburg, Mississippi, engage rams USS Lancaster and 
Switzerland as they attempt to run past their position. The former, struck 30 times, 
sinks while the latter is so heavily damaged that a planned assault against Warrenton 
is postponed. 

March 26 

Politics: Voters in the new state of West Virginia approve the gradual emancipa¬ 
tion of all slaves. 

The Confederate Congress in Richmond, Virginia, approves the Impressment 
Act, authorizing government agents to seize slaves and foodstuffs to supply the Con¬ 
federate military. Waste and abuse in its enforcement lead several state governments 
to condemn the practice. 

March 27 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln entertains numerous American Indian lead¬ 
ers at the White House and implores them to take up agriculture. “I can see no way 
in which your race is to become as numerous and prosperous as the white race,” he 
lectured, “except by living as they do, by the cultivation of the earth.” 

Naval: The USS Pawnee provides close support fire during an army expedition 
against Cole’s Island, South Carolina. 

The USS Kendrick Hudson captures the British schooner Pacifique off St. Mark’s 
Florida. 

The USS Hartford under Admiral David G. Farragut bombards Confederate 
defenses at Warrenton, Mississippi, below Vicksburg. 

March 28 

West: Confederates under General John Pegram skirmish with Union forces at 
Danville and Hickman’s Bridge, Kentucky 

Naval: The USS Stettin captures the British steamer Aries off Bull’s Bay, South 
Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt cap¬ 
tures the Union bark Lapwing and impresses it as a tender under the new name 
Oreto. 

The Federal gunboat USS Diana under Captain Thomas L. Peterson sails up 
the Atchafalaya River, Louisiana, toward Pattersonville, with several companies 
from the 160th New York and 12th Connecticut onboard. En route, Peterson is 
ambushed by 500 Confederates on the riverbank, supported by cavalry and artil¬ 
lery Accurate cannon fire rakes the Diana, killing Peterson and driving the infan¬ 
try from its decks. After a running battle of three hours, Diana loses its steering 
mechanism, grounds, and finally surrenders with a loss of 33 Federals killed and 
120 captured. This vessel, which previously had been seized by Union forces at 
New Orleans in April 1862, reenters Confederate service under General Richard 
Taylor at Bayou Teche. 

March 29 

South: General Carl Schurz is appointed to command the XI Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 
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Southern forces fail to secure Fort Magruder at Williamsburg, Virginia, with a 
surprise attack. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant dispatches General John A. McClernand with troops 
to Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, on the west bank of the Mississippi River, with orders 
to march south to New Carthage. Grant now begins the process of divesting himself 
from supply bases at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS South Carolina seizes the Confederate schooner Nellie at Port 
Royal, South Carolina. 

Personnel from the USS Norwich evacuate Jacksonville, Florida, after razing 
most of the town. 

The USS Albatross joins Admiral David G. Farragut’s Hartford in a sustained 
bombardment of Confederate batteries at Warrenton, Mississippi. 

March 30 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln announces that April 30,1863, will be desig¬ 
nated a national day of fasting and prayer. 

South: Confederate forces under General Daniel H. Hill enact a siege of Union 
forces at Washington, North Carolina, the course of which is interrupted by Federal 
gunboats offshore. 

Naval: The USS Monticello captures the British blockade-runner Sue near the Little 
River, North Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union bark M. J. Colcord at sea. 

March 31 

North: Oliver O. Howard is appointed major general, U.S. Army. 

South: Captain John S. Mosby and his Virginia Partisan Rangers engage and defeat 
a Union cavaJry detachment at Drainesville, Virginia, inflicting 60 casualties and 
prisoners. 

Naval: The USS Memphis captures the British schooner Antelope off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Two Sisters captures the Confederate schooner Agnes off the Tortugas, 
Florida. 

Admiral David G. Farragut sails USS Hartford, Albatross, and the recently 
repaired ram Switzerland past Confederate batteries at Grand Gulf, Mississippi. 
They continue to the Red River and establish a blockade there. 

April 1 

South: Captain John S. Mosby’s 65 men are surprised in camp by 200 Union cav¬ 
alry at Broad Run, Virginia, but they repulse their antagonists with 107 casualties. 
West: General Francis J. Herron succeeds General John M. Schofield as commander 
of the Army of the Frontier in Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Morris proceeds up the Ware River, Virginia, where 
it seizes Patterson Smith’s Plantation and burns 22,000 bushels of grain. A body of 
Confederate cavalry attempting to interfere is driven off. 

The USS Tuscumbia under Admiral David D. Porter hosts General Ulysses S. 
Grant and William T. Sherman on a grand reconnaissance of the Yazoo River as far 



1863 


Chronology 277 


as Haynes’s Bluff. The sheer nature of the terrain and other obstacles convince Grant 
to abandon any advance on Vicksburg, Mississippi, from this direction. The general 
now turns his attention to operations below the city. 

April 2 

Politics: Richmond, Virginia, is the scene of an infamous “Bread Riot.” This 
morning, a small crowd of women and boys announce that they are going to 
proceed from Capital Square to obtain bread. Numerous onlookers gradually join 
the procession, which swells to more than 1,000 and grows increasingly unruly. 
Full-scale rioting and looting then erupts with many businesses being ransacked. 
President Jefferson Davis, upon hearing of the outbreak, bravely races over, throws 
himself in the midst of the angry throng, and demands that they disperse or be 
fired on by the militia. His warning chills the participants, and they gradually 
disperse. 

South: General Oliver O. Howard replaces General Carl Schurz as commander of 
the XI Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant meets with Admiral David D. Porter to promulgate a 
final plan of operations against Vicksburg, Mississippi. They decide that while forces 
under General William T. Sherman mount a large-scale diversion along Haynes’s 
Bluff to the north, the main force under Grant will march south down the west 
bank of the Mississippi River. Porter likewise will sail south past the city to reunite 
with Grant at Hard Times, 30 miles south of Vicksburg. There the entire army will 
embark and be carried across to the Confederate shore. 

Naval: Naval gunboats in the Pamlico River, North Carolina, race to the rescue of 
besieged Union forces at Washington under General John G. Foster. Heavy naval 
gunfire silences several Confederate guns on the shoreline, painfully demonstrating 
that Union lines of communication to the garrison remain functional. 

Armed boats from the USS Port Henry begin a week-long reconnaissance of 
Bayport, Florida. 

April 3 

Naval: The USS New London and Cayuga capture the British blockade-runner Tam¬ 
pico off Sabine Pass, Texas. 

A Federal expedition consisting of the gunboats USS Lexington, Brilliant, Robb, 
Silver Lake, and Springfield bombard and destroy the town of Palmyra, Tennessee, 
in retaliation for recent Confederate attacks on Union shipping. 

April 4 

Diplomacy: American minister Charles F. Adams loudly protests the impending 
departure of the vessel Alexandra, destined for eventual service in the Confederate 
navy. 

South: Union forces attack a Confederate battery at Rodman’s Point, Washington, 
North Carolina, but are repulsed. 

West: The Yazoo River expedition of Generals Leonard F. Ross and Isaac F. Quinby 
fails again to bombard Fort Pemberton, Greenwood, Mississippi, into submission, 
and steams back to the Mississippi River in defeat. 
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Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and eventually burns the Union ship Louisa Hatch off the Brazilian coast. 

April 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln meets with General Joseph Hooker at Fred¬ 
ericksburg, Virginia, to discuss strategy. At this time, both leaders concur that the 
object of future military operations should center upon the destruction of General 
Robert E. Lee’s army, with Richmond, Virginia, a secondary concern. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont marshals his ironclads and steams from North 
Edisto, South Carolina, intending to attack the harbor defenses of Charleston. 

April 6 

Diplomacy: The British government seizes the newly completed warship Alexandra 
to placate the U.S. government. However, the vessel eventually will be released to the 
Confederacy by the courts. 

Naval: With the Stono bar safely buoyed. Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont leads his 
squadron of nine heavily armed ironclads into the outer fringes of Charleston Har¬ 
bor, South Carolina, and anchors there for the night. 

The USS Huntsville captures the Confederate sloop Minnie off Charlotte Har¬ 
bor, Florida. 

April 7 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler hit the Louisville and 
Nashville and Nashville and Chattanooga railroads at Antioch Station, Tennessee. 
Naval: Adverse tides keep Admiral Samuel F. Du Font’s ironclad squadron from 
deploying within range of Fort Moultrie and Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South 
Carolina, until nearly 3:00 p.m. He then finds the channels to the city not only lined 
with submerged obstacles but also filled with floating range markers to assist gun¬ 
nery from the forts. Moreover, as the battle intensifies, Du Font’s slow-firing moni¬ 
tors are able to loose only 139 rounds while 77 well-handled Confederate cannon fire 
off 2,200 shells. The USS Weehawken is hardest hit, striking a mine and sustaining 
53 hits in only 40 minutes before withdrawing. The remaining eight ironclads in the 
squadron likewise are battered by heavy and accurate shore fire. Keokuk alone suffers 
90 hits, many near or below the waterline, which render it nearly uncontrollable. 

Du Pont, who had anticipated the worst, finally suspends the action at nightfall 
and withdraws, thankful that it was “a failure instead of a disaster.” The admiral 
seeks to renew the contest on the morrow but is dissuaded by his captains, who 
regard the attempt as suicidal. The rebuff off Charleston represents the U.S. Navy’s 
biggest defeat in the Civil War and painfully underscores Du Font’s oft-expressed 
belief that the city simply is too strong to be taken by sea power alone. 

The USS Barataria runs aground on Lake Maurepas, Louisiana, and is burned 
to prevent capture. 

April 8 

South: President Abraham Lincoln and General Joseph Hooker review the 
Army of the Potomac at Falmouth, Virginia, across the Rappahannock River 
from Fredericksburg. 
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Naval: The badly damaged ironclad USS Keokuk sinks outside of Charleston, South 
Carolina. However, its signal books eventually are recovered by the Confederates, 
who can now discern the squadron’s communications. 

The USS Gem of the Sea captures the British blockade-runner Maggie Fulton 
near the Indian River Inlet, Florida. 

This night, Edward C. Gabaudan, secretary to Admiral David G. Farragut, joins 
his superior by sailing downstream past Vicksburg, Mississippi, in a small boat cov¬ 
ered with branches. Its somewhat large size attracts Confederate sentinels, who, 
upon rowing closer, simply pronounce his vessel “a log” and return to shore. 

April 9 

Naval: Off the French coast, the former merchant vessel Japan secretly is com¬ 
missioned into the Confederate navy as the commerce raider CSS Georgia under 
Commander William L. Maury. This vessel ultimately seizes nine Union ships on a 
cruise to the Cape of Good Hope, but its questionable sailing abilities result in an 
early decommissioning. 

April 10 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis exhorts his countrymen to forego the planting 
of cotton and tobacco in favor of foodstuffs that are desperately needed by Con¬ 
federate forces. “Let fields be devoted exclusively to the production of corn, oats, 
beans, peas, potatoes, and other food for man and beasts,” he lectured, “and let aU 
your efforts be directed to the prompt supply of these articles in the districts where 
our armies are operating.” 

South: Confederate general Alfred Moulton arrives at Bisland, Louisiana, on the 
Teche River. There, he constructs Fort Bisland to obstruct the Union advance under 
General Nathaniel P. Banks. Moulton is joined there eventually by General Richard 
Taylor, bringing Confederate strength up to 4,000 men and two steamers. 

West: General Earl Van Dorn attacks Union troops at Franklin, Tennessee, but he is 
repulsed by cavalry under General Gordon Granger, losing nearly 300 men. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Kingfisher surprises and captures Confederate 
pickets on Edisto Island, South Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS New London, while reconnoitering at Sabine City, 
Texas, accost a small Confederate sloop and seize Captain Charles Fowler of the 
CSS Josiah Bell. 

Landing parties from the USS Conestoga scour the banks of Beulah Bend, Mis¬ 
sissippi, destroying several guerrilla posts. 

April 11 

South: General James Longstreet leads 20,000 veteran soldiers on a loose “siege” of 
Suffolk, Virginia, south of the James River. There, he confronts 25,000 Federals of 
the IX Corps under General John J. Peck behind a series of elaborate fortifications. 

General Henry A. Wise’s Confederates again fail to surprise the Union garrison 
at Fort Magruder, Williamsburg, Virginia. 

West: Colonel Abel D. Streight leads 1,700 Union cavalry on a raid into Georgia 
from Nashville, Tennessee. However, his force consists entirely of infantrymen who 
have been mounted on mules to negotiate the rough terrain anticipated in northern 
Alabama. 
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Naval: The USS Flag and Huron run the Confederate blockade-runner Stonewall 
Jackson aground near Charleston, South Carolina, destroying it with gunfire. 

Admiral Samuel P. Lee of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron dispatches 
several gunboats under Lieutenant William B. Cushman to assist in the defense of 
Suffolk, Virginia. 

April 12 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln is informed by General Joseph Hooker that 
he wishes to swing around General Robert E. Lee’s left flank and threaten Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. The president reminds his general that the destruction of Lee’s 
army remains paramount. 

South: The XIX Gorps of General Nathaniel P. Banks, numbering 16,000 men in 
three divisions, moves up the Teche River toward Irish Bend on Bayou Teche, Loui¬ 
siana, hoping to engage 4,000 Gonfederates under General Richard Taylor. Banks 
marches two divisions overland while ordering 4,500 men of General Cuvier Gro¬ 
ver’s division to land north of the fort to cut their retreat. As Grovier comes ashore, 
his troops engage Fort Bisland in a three-hour artillery duel that ends with nightfall. 
Taylor then prepares to have General Henry H. Sibley’s Texas Brigade attack Banks’s 
left flank on the morrow to drive him back. 

Naval: The Federal gunboats USS Stepping Stones, Commodore Barney, Commodore 
Morris, and Crusader take up stations along the Nansemond River, Virginia, to pre¬ 
vent Confederate troops from crossing. 

A Confederate boat crew captures the Union steamer Fox at Pass I’Outre, Missis¬ 
sippi, and two days later, it runs the blockade outside Mobile, Alabama. 

April 13 

South: At Irish Bend, Louisiana, Confederate forces gird to deliver an early morn¬ 
ing strike against superior forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks. Unfortunately, 
General Henry H. Sibley, the officer entrusted with that operation, is either inebri¬ 
ated or too ill to comply. The opportunity passes quickly, and the Federals, greatly 
outnumbering the defenders, push their earthworks to within 400 yards of Fort 
Bisland. General Richard Taylor, rather than be crushed between Banks and the 
Union division of General Cuvier Grover once it begins to press down from the 
north, resolves to abandon his position. His men skillfully skirt Union soldiers along 
the river and deploy to attack at dawn and to allow the garrison at Fort Bisland to 
escape. 

West: General Ambrose E. Burnside, commanding the Department of the Ohio, 
suppresses Copperhead (Peace Democrat) activities with a general order institut¬ 
ing military tribunals—and the firing squad—for treasonable activities. Further¬ 
more, any individuals displaying wanton sympathy for the South can expect prompt 
deportation to Confederate lines. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln instructs Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont to main¬ 
tain his position with Charleston Harbor and keep the Confederates apprehensive 
over another attack. 

The USS Annie captures the Confederate schooner Mattie off the Florida 
coast. 
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The USS Rachel Seaman captures the Confederate schooner Maria Alfred off the 
Mermentau River, Louisiana. 

April 14 

South: Confederates under General Richard Taylor abandon Fort Bisland, Loui¬ 
siana, in the face of strong Union forces. En route, his men attack and surprise 
Federal troops under General Cuvier Grover while the main force under General 
Nathaniel R Banks, farther south, cautiously occupies the fort. Grover remains in 
camp and fails to pursue, so Taylor’s small command escapes intact. Union casual¬ 
ties amount to about 600 men. Confederate losses are not known but are presumed 
lighter. However, Taylor is forced to scuttle the recently recaptured CSS Diana. 
Naval: Accurate gunfire from Federal gunboats USS Mount Washington, Steeping 
Stones, and Commodore Barney thwarts Confederate efforts to surround the Union 
garrison at Suffolk, Virginia. 

The USS Huntsville seizes the British blockade-runner Ascension off the Florida 
Gulf coast. 

The USS Sonoma captures the Confederate schooner Clyde in the Gulf of Mexico. 
A task force consisting of USS Estrella, Arizona, and Calhoun attacks and sinks 
the Confederate ram CSS Queen of the West in Grand Lake, Louisiana. 

April 15 

South: Union general John G. Foster sails down the Pamlico River from Washing¬ 
ton, North Carolina, past Confederate shore batteries, and into New Bern for rein¬ 
forcements. General Daniel H. Hill then abandons his siege and withdraws inland. 

Advancing Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks occupy Franklin, 
Louisiana. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant assembles 45,000 troops at Milliken’s Bend, Missis¬ 
sippi, 10 miles north of the Confederate bastion of Vicksburg. He next orders the 
corps of General James B. McPherson south down the left bank of the Mississippi 
River to New Carthage, to join the troops of General John A. McClernand already 
there. Meanwhile, General William T. Sherman’s command begins to demonstrate 
before Chickasaw Bluffs as a feint. 

A Federal expedition under General Grenville M. Dodge advances from Corinth, 
Mississippi, into Courtland, Alabama. 

Naval: Union gunboats under Lieutenant William B. Cushing silence several Con¬ 
federate batteries while operating on the Nansemond River near Suffolk, Virginia. 

The USS Monticello captures the Confederate schooner Odd Fellow off Little 
River, North Carolina. 

The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner Royal Yacht 
on the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the whalers Kate Cory and Lafayette off Fernando de Noronha, Brazil. 

April 16 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis signs legislation permitting minors under 18 to 
hold military commissions. 
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South: Federal forces advance from Washington, North Carolina, and briefly tangle 
with the Confederate rear guard under General Daniel H. Hill at nearby Kinston. 
West: A gala ball held at Vicksburg, Mississippi, to celebrate the city’s perceived 
impregnability is interrupted suddenly by defiantly heavy gunfire as the Union fleet 
once again sallies past on the Mississippi River. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat USS Mount Washington is severely damaged by masked 
Confederate batteries while steaming along the Nansemond River, Virginia. 

The USS Hendrick Hudson captures the British blockade-runner Teresa off the 
Florida coast. 

The USS Vanderbilt seizes the British blockade-runner Gertrude off the 
Bahamas. 

Admiral David D. Porter, from his flagship USS Benton, successfully passes 12 
vessels southward past Confederate batteries on the Vicksburg bluffs, Mississippi. 
The action lasts two and a half hours, and despite a withering cannonade. Porter 
succeeds completely. Most of his vessels are struck, but only the transport Henry 
Clay sinks, and the gunboat Forest Queen is disabled. The squadron then berths off 
New Carthage, Mississippi, and prepares to transport the army of General Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

April 17 

West: Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson embarks on an ambitious, 16-day diversion¬ 
ary cavalry raid from La Grange, Tennessee, down through Mississippi and on to 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He is ordered to tear up tracks and telegraph wires and 
take prisoners, thereby deflecting attention away from General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
impending move toward Vicksburg, Mississippi. To complete this 600-mile sojourn, 
Grierson commands 1,700 troopers of the 6th and 7th Illinois Cavalry, the 2nd 
Iowa, and a battery of horse artillery. 

Confederate cavalry under General John S. Marmaduke departs Arkansas and 
commences a second raid into Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Wanderer captures the Confederate schooner Annie B. near 
Egmont, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship Commonwealth off the Brazilian coast. 

April 18 

Politics: The Confederate Congress authorizes a volunteer navy to encourage the 
outfitting of warships at private expense. 

South: The Federal gunboat USS Stepping Stones under Lieutenant William B. 
Cushing, carrying 270 soldiers of the 8th Connecticut and 89th New York, suddenly 
appears before Confederate-held Fort Huger on the Nansemond River, Virginia. 
Before the garrison can react, the Federals push into the fort, seizing 137 prisoners 
and five cannon. Cushing then escapes unmolested while blame for the defeat is 
heaped upon the 55th North Carolina, entrusted with defending that post. Duels of 
honor are subsequently waged between several officers of General Evander M. Law’s 
staff as to where blame lays. 
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West: Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson’s Union cavalry column skirmishes on its line 
of march with Confederates at New Albany, Mississippi. 

A force of 3,000 Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke is repulsed at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, by a 2,000-man Union garrison. 

Naval: The USS Stettin captures the Confederate steamer St. John off Cape Romain, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Gem of the Sea sinks the British blockade-runner Inez at Indian River 
Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Susquehanna captures the Confederate schooner Alabama off the 
Florida Gulf coast. 

Armed boats from the USS New London and Cayuga are attacked and driven 
back to sea by Confederate forces at Sabine City, Texas. 

April 19 

South: President Abraham Lincoln, accompanied by General in Chief FFenry W. 
FFalleck and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, visit Aquia Creek, Virginia, to 
ascertain military matters. 

Naval: The USS Housatonic captures the Confederate sloop Neptune near Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

The USS Powhatan seizes the Confederate schooner Major E. Willis off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

April 20 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln declares that the new state of West Virginia be 
established from the westernmost counties of Virginia as of June 20,1863. 

South: Opelousas and Washington, Louisiana, are occupied by Federal forces under 
General Nathaniel P. Banks. 

WEST: General John D. Fmboden departs Shenandoah Mountain, Virginia, with 
3,365 men on a raid against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

Gonfederate cavalry under General John S. Marmaduke skirmishes with Union 
troops at Patterson, Missouri. 

Naval: A joint expedition captures a Confederate fortification at Hill’s Point on the 
Nansemond River, Virginia, along with five cannon and 160 prisoners. 

The USS Lodona captures the British blockade-runner Minnie off Bulls Bay, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Octorara seizes the British blockade-runner W. Y. Letch off the Florida 
coast. 

Landing parties from the USS Port Royal seize a large cache of cotton at Apala¬ 
chicola, Florida. 

The USS Estrella, Clifton, Arizona, and Calhoun bombard and capture Fort Bur¬ 
ton, Butte a la Rose, Louisiana. 

The Confederate raider CSS Oreto under Lieutenant Samuel W. Averett captures 
the Union ship Kate Dyer at sea, releasing it on bond. 

The USS Sterling Price and Tuscumbia reconnoiter down the Mississippi River 
to Grand Gulf, soon to be the object of a Union assault. 
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April 21 

West: General William E. Jones leads a large Confederate foray against the Balti¬ 
more and Ohio Railroad in West Virginia. He intends to rendezvous with General 
John D. Imboden near Oakton and Grafton. 

Union cavalry under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson skirmishes with Confederates 
at Palo Alto, Mississippi. Grierson, hotly pursued by Southern cavalry, cleverly splits 
his column in two by sending Colonel Edward Hatch of the 2nd Iowa Cavalry off to 
threaten the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, after which he is to beat a hasty retreat back 
to La Grange, Tennessee. The Confederates, as anticipated, mistakenly chase Hatch, 
leaving Grierson free to gallop through the heart of Mississippi virtually unopposed. 
Naval: The USS Octorara captures the British blockade-runner Handy off the east 
coast of Elorida. 

The USS Rachel Seaman captures the Confederate schooner Nymph off Pass 
Cavallo, Texas. 

The USS Lafayette, under Admiral David D. Porter’s direction, bombards a Con¬ 
federate battery under construction at Grand Gulf, Mississippi. 

A convoy of army transports passes the batteries at Vicksburg, Mississippi, at 
night and under heavy fire. Of six vessels, the steamer Tigress sinks while Empire 
City and Moderator are badly damaged. The remainder join the main army under 
General Ulysses S. Grant at New Carthage, Mississippi, granting him the amphibi¬ 
ous lift necessary to ferry across the Mississippi River en masse. 

April 22 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, ever alarmed for the security of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, suggests to General John C. Pemberton that he disrupt Federal activities 
on the Mississippi River by launching fire rafts. 

West: Union forces under General Grenville M. Dodge battle with Confederate 
forces at Rock Cut, Alabama. 

General John S. Marmaduke skirmishes with Union defenders at Fredericktown, 
Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon captures the Confederate schooner St. George off 
New Inlet, North Carolina. 

April 23 

Naval: Confederate steamers Merrimac, Charleston, and Margaret and Jessie dart 
past the Union blockade and enter Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Pembina captures the Confederate sloop Elias Beckwith off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The USS Tioga captures the British blockade-runner Justina at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union bark Henrietta at sea. 

April 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes General Order No. 100, the 
so-called Liber Code, an early attempt to codify and standardize laws pertaining 
to war. 
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To combat spiraling inflation, the Confederate Congress levies a 10 percent “tax 
kind” on all produce harvested throughout the South. This move is resented greatly 
by the agrarian sector, which is already subject to requisition by the Confederate 
commissary and quartermaster offices. 

South: Union forces under General Grenville M. Dodge capture Tuscumbia, 
Alabama. 

West: The Army of the Tennessee under General Ulysses S. Grant reaches Hard 
Times Plantation, Louisiana, on the left bank of the Mississippi River. There, he 
immediately prepares to ferry directly across to Bruinsville, Mississippi, and imple¬ 
ment his strategy of encircling Vicksburg from below. 

Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson’s Union cavalry storms into Newton Station, 
Mississippi, seizing a newly arrived ammunition train and tearing up miles of valu¬ 
able track belonging to the Southern Mississippi Railroad. This places Union raiders 
only 100 miles east of the Gonfederate bastion of Vicksburg, and General John C. 
Pemberton orders several infantry and artillery regiments from Jackson to intercept 
them. 

Confederate cavalry under General John S. Marmaduke battle with Union forces 
at Mill Creek Bridge, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Western World and Samuel Rotan seize the Confederate schooners 
Martha Ann and A. Carson off Horn Harbor, Virginia. 

The USS De Soto, obviously having a good day, captures the Confederate schoo¬ 
ners General Prim and Rapid, along with sloops Jane Adelie and Bright in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

The USS Pembina seizes the Confederate schooner Joe Planner at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
the Union whaler Nye off the Brazilian coast. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and sinks the Union ship Oneida at sea. 

Admiral David D. Porter stations gunboats on the Mississippi River off 
the mouth of the Big Black River to isolate Confederate batteries at Grand Gulf, 
Mississippi. 

April 25 

West: General Dabney H. Maury assumes command of the Gonfederate Depart¬ 
ment of East Tennessee. 

Southwest: Pro-Gonfederate Gherokees under Colonel Stand Watie skirmish with 
Union troops at Webber’s Falls, Indian Territory. 

Apache Indians attack Federal troops near Fort Bowie, Arizona Territory, and 
then withdraw. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury 
captures and sinks the Union ship Dictator off the Cape Verde Islands. 

April 26 

South: A suddenly sortie by Union troops under General Michael Corcoran sur¬ 
prises outposts belonging to General George E. Pickett outside of Suffolk, Virginia, 
but they are driven back to their lines. 



286 Civil War Almanac 


1863 


West: Confederate cavalry under General John D. Imboden ride from Beverly, West 
Virginia, toward Buchannon, but newly arrived Union reinforcements in that area 
force them back to Beverly. 

A column of mule-mounted Union infantry under Colonel Abel Streight rides 
south from Tuscumbia, Alabama, to Rome, Georgia, to wreck the Western and 
Atlantic Railroad. 

Union forces under General John McNeil repel an attack by General John S. 
Marmaduke’s Confederates at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, inflicting 40 dead and 200 
wounded for a loss of six killed and six wounded. 

Naval: The USS Sagamore captures the Confederate schooner New Year off Tortu- 
gas, Florida. 

The USS De Soto captures the British blockade-runner Clarita in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union ship Dorcas Prince east of Natal, Brazil. 

April 27 

South: At Falmouth, Virginia, the 134,000-strong Army of the Potomac is put in 
motion under General Joseph Flooker. Flooker takes 75,000 men down the banks of 
the Rappahannock River, intending to deploy them in the region known as the Wil¬ 
derness, 10 miles behind Confederate lines. Meanwhile, an additional 40,000 troops 
under General John Sedgwick remain behind at Fredericksburg, Virginia, threaten¬ 
ing the main Confederate force under General Robert E. Lee. No previous Union 
commander has enjoyed such a numerical preponderance over Southern forces. 
West: General Simon B. Buckner replaces General Dabney H. Maury as commander 
of the Department of East Tennessee. Maury consequently transfers south to head 
the District of the Gulf in Louisiana. 

Union forces surprise the Texas Legion of General Earl Van Dorn at Carter 
Creek Pike, Tennessee. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Monticello and Matthew Vassar attack and sink 
the British blockade-runner Golden Liner in Murrell’s Inlet, South Carolina. 

The USS Preble is accidently destroyed by fire while at anchor off Pensacola, 
Florida. 

April 28 

South: General Joseph Hooker orders his Army of the Potomac across the Rappa¬ 
hannock River and into positions around Chancellorsville, Virginia, while General 
John Sedgwick remains with 40,000 men at Fredericksburg; hoping to distract and 
contain the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee. 

West: Confederate general John S. Bowen, observing the large Union flotilla sail¬ 
ing toward Grand Gulf, Mississippi, hastily wires General John C. Pemberton at 
Vicksburg to dispatch all available reinforcements to his position. The brigades of 
Generals Edward D. Tracy and William E. Baldwin are put in motion that evening, 
racing south. 

Naval: The tug Lily is rammed accidently by USS Choctaw on the Yazoo River, Mis¬ 
sissippi, and sinks. 
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April 29 

South: General John Stoneman’s Union cavalry division crosses the Rappahannock 
River into Virginia and commences a major raid. He then dispatches General Wil¬ 
liam W. Averell’s brigade toward GordonsviUe to tear up the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad while he accompanies the main body under General John Buford against 
the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad. Unfortunately, not only does 
this endeavor prove ineffectual, but it also strips the Army of the Potomac of its 
cavalry and thus its ability to scout and reconnoiter in dense terrain. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General William E. Jones capture the Union depot 
at Buchannon, Virginia, taking 500 prisoners and 1,500 horses and burning several 
bridges. 

Naval: The USS Juanita captures the Confederate schooner Harvest aX sea north of 
the Bahamas. 

A joint expedition consisting of the USS Tyler, Choctaw, Baron de Kalb, Signal, 
Romeo, Linden, Petrel, Black Hawk, three mortar boats, and 10 transports, wend 
their way up the Yazoo River in an elaborate feint toward Haynes’s Bluff, Missis¬ 
sippi. This evolves to prevent Confederate reinforcements from shifting southward 
to Grand Gulf 

Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboat squadron bombards Confederate batteries 
on the Mississippi River at Grand Gulf, Mississippi. After five hours of continu¬ 
ous combat. Southern cannon are silenced while the USS Benton, Tuscumbia, and 
Pittsburgh receive damage. That same evening. Porter’s transports skirt the remain¬ 
ing batteries without incident as Federal forces bypass Grand Gulf altogether. Total 
Union losses are 18 killed and 57 wounded; the Confederates sustain three dead 
and 19 injured. 

April 30 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General Joseph Hooker marches 30 miles 
down the banks of the Rappahannock River and crosses 10 miles behind General 
Robert E. Lee’s position at Fredericksburg, Virginia. Considering the size and com¬ 
plexity of his operation. Hooker executes it brilliantly and catches the Confederates 
off guard. But Lee reacts with typical boldness by once again dividing his army in 
the face of the enemy: Leaving 10,000 men under General Jubal A. Early to watch 
the Federals near Fredericksburg, he hastily marches with 50,000 men toward the 
crossroads at Chancellorsville. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant ferries the XIII Corps of General James A. McCIer- 
nand and the XVII Corps of General James B. McPherson—23,000 men—across 
the Mississippi River at Bruinsburg, Mississippi. This critical maneuver establishes 
a Union bridgehead on the east bank of the river only 35 miles below the Confeder¬ 
ate bastion of Vicksburg. “AH the campaigns, labors, hardships, and exposures, from 
the month of December previous to this time, that had been made and endured, 
were for the accomplishment of this one object,” Grant later reflects. Moreover, 
with Confederate attention fixed on General William T. Sherman’s feint at Haynes’s 
Bluff to the north and Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson’s raid to the south, it is an 
opportune time to advance inland almost unopposed. By nightfall. Federal troops 
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have pushed several miles inland to confront General John S. Bowen’s division at 
Port Gibson. 

Naval: The gunboat squadron and transports of Admiral David D. Porter cover 
and ferry the army of General Ulysses S. Grant across the Mississippi River at Bru- 
insburg, 10 miles below Grand Gulf, Mississippi. With a single, masterful stroke. 
Confederate defenses are neutralized, and Union forces are now able to approach 
the citadel of Vicksburg from the rear. 

May 1 

Politics: The third session, first Confederate Congress, adjourns. Previously, they 
authorized military tribunals to execute any white Union officers caught command¬ 
ing African-American soldiers. Black soldiers seized in uniform, if not killed out¬ 
right, are likewise to be sold into slavery. 

Peace Democrat Clement L. Vallandigham gives a speech at Mount Vernon, 
Ohio, in which he denounces “this wicked, cruel, and unnecessary war.” Such senti¬ 
ments mark him for eventual arrest. 

South: Advanced elements of the Army of Northern Virginia under General 
Thomas J. Jackson arrive near Chancellorsville, Virginia, and tangle with Union 
pickets nearby. However, their aggressive demeanor apparently unnerves General 
Joseph Hooker, who inexplicably orders his Army of the Potomac off clear ter¬ 
rain and into the woody morass known as the Wilderness. By this single expedient, 
he forfeits the strategic initiative to General Robert E. Lee, as well as neutralizes 
his advantages in artillery. Meanwhile, Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. 
Stuart skillfully discern that the Union right flank is “in the air” and subject to be 
turned. Lee, sizing up his adversary’s intentions, defies all tenets of military wisdom 
by dividing his forces a second time. He orders Jackson to take 30,000 men—the 
bulk of his army—on a circuitous, 14-mile end run around Hooker’s right, there to 
deliver a crushing flank attack. Lee himself will hold Hooker’s attention by aggres¬ 
sively posturing his remaining 20,000 men as skirmishers. Considering the sheer 
odds—Hooker fields 75,000 men—this is a dire expedient at best. Lee, however, is 
gambling on the Union leader’s timidity. 

General John Stoneman and his Union cavalry column skirmishes with Confed¬ 
erates at Rapidan Station, Virginia. 

West: Advancing inland from Bruinsburg, Mississippi, General Ulysses S. 
Grant masses 23,000 men and attacks 8,000 Confederates under General John 
S. Bowen at Port Gibson. Grant arrays his two brigades to cover the Bruinsburg 
and Rodney roads, which run parallel atop a high ridge and are flanked by 
impassable ravines. The XIll Corps of General John A. McClernand, muster¬ 
ing 18,000 men, is assigned most of the fighting. The terrain, unfortunately, 
strongly favors the defense and Union troops wage a hard fight to evict General 
Martin E. Green’s brigade from Rodney Road. At length, numbers prevail and 
Southerners gradually relinquish the field. Meanwhile, fighting along Bruins¬ 
burg Road proves equally fierce and occasions the death of Brigadier General 
Edward D. Tracy, but again the Confederates yield. Southern hopes are revived 
suddenly when Bowen receives last-minute reinforcements from Vicksburg and 
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promptly counterattacks along Rodney Road. The Federals are unable to con¬ 
tain the surge until Grant personally brings up additional troops that finally 
turn the tide of battle. Having lost his strong defensive position, Bowen retreats 
rapidly beyond Bayou Pierre, burning the bridge behind him. The Union lodge¬ 
ment is now secure. 

Port Gibson was a protracted contest, lasting from 6:00 a.m. to nearly sunset. 
Union losses are 131 dead, 719 wounded, and 25 missing to a Confederate tally of 
68 killed, 380 wounded, and 384 missing. The Southerners perform extremely well, 
considering the odds, and tied up two entire Union divisions for a day. Neverthe¬ 
less, Grant consolidates his beachhead as his offensive gathers momentum. The race 
to Vicksburg now begins in earnest. To facilitate his advance. Grant takes the bold 
expedient of cutting his own supply lines by carrying all essential impedimenta on 
his soldiers’s backs and foraging off the land. Unconstrained by lines of communi¬ 
cation, he now enjoys complete freedom of maneuver. 

Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke end their latest raid into 
Missouri by fighting a final skirmish at Chalk Bluff along the St. Francis River, 
Arkansas. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Western World and Crusader burn two Confeder¬ 
ate schooners at Milford Haven, Virginia. 

The USS Kanawha captures the Confederate schooner Dart at sea. 

Union gunboats exchange fire with Confederate batteries along Haynes’s Bluff, 
Mississippi. The USS Choctaw receives 53 hits, but none of the vessels are seriously 
impaired. 

May 2 

South: Proceeding all night with celerity and great marching discipline, 30,000 
Confederates under General Thomas J. Jackson steal their way around the Army of 
the Potomac’s right flank at Chancellorsville, Virginia. En route, he is observed by 
General Daniel E. Sickles, who sends troops off in pursuit. Jackson’s move is also 
perceived by General Oliver O. Howard, commanding the largely German-speaking 
XI Corps, but he takes no precautions to guard his exposed flank. Jackson, mean¬ 
while, competently arranges his troops into a two-mile long line across Howard’s 
right, and at 6:00 p.m. he slashes into the Federals with a vengeance. The Germans, 
struck while preparing dinner, crumble under the Confederate onslaught, fleeing 
two miles. By then Federal resistance stiffens once they bump up against Hooker’s 
center, and fighting bogs down in thick woods and fading light. Jackson, ignoring 
the mounting confusion around him, then rides forth on a personal reconnaissance 
mission and he is accidently shot by men of the 18th North Carolina. Nonetheless, 
Hooker is completely unnerved by this unexpected onslaught, and he retreats back 
farther into the woods, abandoning the strategic knoll called Hazel Grove without 
a fight. Confederate general Ambrose P. Hill assumes temporary control of II Corps 
after Jackson is hit, but he himself is subsequently wounded. Command then reverts 
to General J. E. B. Stuart. 

Confederate forces under General James Longstreet abandon their siege of Suf¬ 
folk, Virginia, and withdraw back to rejoin the Army of Northern Virginia. 
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West: Federal forces under General Ulysses S. Grant bridge Bayou Pierre outside 
Port Gibson, Mississippi, and fan out into the countryside. He next seeks to seize 
the town of Edwards Station, 16 miles east of Vicksburg, to cut the Vicksburg and 
Jackson Railroad and isolate the garrison. 

Union cavalry raiders under Golonel Benjamin H. Grierson fight their final skir¬ 
mish with Gonfederate forces at Robert’s Ford on the Comite River, Louisiana, before 
clattering into Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Grierson concludes his spectacular raid with 
a loss of three dead, seven injured, nine missing, and five ill soldiers left behind for 
treatment. Confederates losses are estimated at 100 dead, 500 captured, 3,000 weap¬ 
ons taken, and more than 50 miles of railroad and telegraph lines destroyed. In light 
of his success, essential for masking General Ulysses S. Grant’s movement across the 
Mississippi River, Grierson receives promotion to brigadier general. 

Naval: The USS Sacramento captures the British blockade-runner Wanderer at 
Murrell’s Inlet, North Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Roebuck attack and seize the British blockade-run¬ 
ner Emma Amelia near St. Joseph’s Bay, Florida. 

The USS Perry captures the Confederate schooner Alma at sea. 

The Federal gunboats USS Cricket, Conestoga, Rattler, and General Bragg 
commence escorting steamers to dissuade guerrilla attacks around Greenville, 
Mississippi. 

May 3 

South: At first light, the struggle renews around Chancellorsville, Virginia. General 
J. E. B. Stuart mounts 50 cannon atop Hazel Grove and bombards the Union forces 
of General Joseph Hooker. Hooker, though still outnumbering the Southerners by 
nearly two to one, will not relinquish his defensive posture, and terrible, confused 
fighting erupts in the thickly wooded Wilderness. Gradually, both Union flanks are 
perilously bent back. Then Hooker, suddenly stunned by a falling column, orders 
his army to retreat gradually toward the Rappahannock River—a move protested 
by many subordinates. 

General Robert E. Lee arrives to take command, and he is greeted by deliri¬ 
ous cheering from his troops. However, he has yet to make preparations to attack 
Hooker when intelligence is received that General John Sedgwick is advancing from 
Fredericksburg behind him. Convinced that Hooker is spent and lacks offensive 
spirit to attack, Lee unhesitatingly divides his force the third time in as many days, 
leaving 20,000 men to contain Hooker while he marches General Richard H. Ander¬ 
son’s division to meet the Union threat. 

Combat at Chancellorsville occasions very heavy losses on both sides: Hooker 
suffers 1,606 dead, 9,762 injured, and 5,919 captured or missing (17,287) while Lee 
sustains 1,649 killed, 9,106 wounded, and 1,708 missing (12,463). In addition, Lee and 
the South are deprived of “Stonewall” Jackson, who dies shortly afterward. This loss 
irreparably shatters the most outstanding tactical duo of the Civil War, and the Army 
of Northern Virginia, while still formidable, is never quite as devastatingly effective. 

General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps, numbering 19,000 men, is ordered by Gen¬ 
eral Joseph Hooker to storm the heights of Fredericksburg, Virginia, and then attack 
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the Army of Northern Virginia from the west. Twice Union forces charge General 
Juhal A. Early’s division along Marye’s Heights and are as often repelled. On his third 
try, Sedgwick orders the men forward with unloaded muskets to settle the issue with 
cold steel alone. The change in tactics works stunningly, and Early is ejected from 
his field-works. Union losses are roughly 1,100 to 475 Southerners. 

As Early’s Confederates withdraw to the southwest, the VI Corps proceeds 
west toward Chancellorsville until it encounters General Cadmus M. Wilcox’s 
brigade on a high ridge, on which sits Salem Church. Fighting develops fur¬ 
ther once additional Confederates under General Lafayette McLaws arrive to 
strengthen Wilcox. Sedgwick’s men charge several times, but the Southerners, 
enjoying an advantage in elevation, invariably blast them back. Combat ceases 
once darkness settles. Sedgwick incurs 1,523 casualties while the Confederates 
sustain only 674. 

Captain John S. Mosby surprises and defeats Union cavalry at Warrenton Junc¬ 
tion, Virginia, and is then surprised by the 1st West Virginia Cavalry. 

Union forces under General John J. Peck heavily probe Confederate lines outside 
of Suffolk, Virginia, eagerly ascertaining that their main body under General James 
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Longstreet has retired. Longstreet, meanwhile, leads the hulk of his command over 
the Blackwater River to safety. Casualties from operations around Suffolk amount 
to roughly 900 Confederates and 260 Federals. 

WEST: Colonel Abel D. Streight surrenders 1,500 men of his “Mule Brigade” to Gen¬ 
eral Nathan B. Forrest at Cedar Bluff, Alabama. Forrest, possessing only 600 men, 
surrounds his opponent and, by constantly parading them and a single battery of 
guns, bluffs Streight into believing he is actually outnumbered. 

Confederate positions along Grand Gulf, Mississippi, are hastily abandoned as 
General Ulysses S. Grant pushes Union troops inland. 

Naval: Confederate troops drive off armed boats from the USS William G. Andrews 
at St. Joseph’s Island, Texas. 

The Confederate CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures and 
burns the Union bark Sea Lark off Brazil, carrying a cargo estimated at $500,000. 

The gunboat squadron of Admiral David D. Porter moves to engage Confeder¬ 
ate batteries at Grand Gulf, Mississippi, and finds that the defenders have evacuated 
the post beforehand. “The Navy holds the door to Vicksburg,” he writes General 
Ulysses S. Grant. Immediately afterward. Porter rendezvouses with Admiral David 
G. Farragut off the mouth of the Red River, Louisiana. 

May 4 

South: The Battle of Salem Church, Virginia, continues as General John Sedgwick 
renews his attack on Confederate positions. ITowever, General Robert E. Lee, con¬ 
vinced that the main Union army at Chancellorsville is inert, boldly divides his 
army by dispatching General Robert Anderson’s division to assist the defenders. 
Additional reinforcements under General Jubal A. Early also arrive and begin to 
press Sedgwick’s men from three sides. Outnumbered and nearly outflanked, the 
Federals skillfully withdraw toward the Rappahannock River and entrench. After 
several Southern attacks are repulsed, Lee calls off the action and determines to 
destroy Sedgwick’s force the following day. Union casualties for the day total 4,700; 
Confederate losses are unknown but probably as severe. 

Naval: The USS Chocura and Maratanza capture the Confederate sloop Express off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Kennebec seizes the Confederate schooner Juniper at sea. 

Admiral David D. Porter leads an expedition up the Red River consisting of 
USS Benton, Lafayette, Pittsburgh, Sterling Price, the ram Switzerland, and the tug 
Ivy. Meanwhile, Admiral David G. Farragut departs and sails downstream to New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

The USS Albatross and several gunboats steam up the Red River to engage Fort 
De Russy at Alexandria, Louisiana. 

May 5 

Politics: Having denounced the war as “wicked and cruel,” Ohio senator Clement 
L. Vallandigham, a Northern Democrat and an outspoken Southern sympathizer, 
or “Copperhead,” is arrested at his home by Union soldiers. As he is removed to the 
headquarters of General Ambrose E. Burnside at Cincinnati, Ohio, riots ensue and 
culminate in the burning of several pro-administration newspapers. 
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South: Over the protest of subordinates, General Joseph Hooker leads his recently 
humbled Army of the Potomac back over the Rappahannock River. 

The Union VI Corps under General John Sedgwick, having been repulsed from 
Salem Church, Virginia, crosses the Rappahannock River at Bank’s Ford to safety. 
This is the final action of the Chancellorsville campaign, and it occasions Union 
losses of 900 men to a Confederate tally of 1,200. 

Naval: The USS Tahoma captures the Confederate schooner Crazy off Charlotte 
Harbor, Florida. 

Federal gunboats under Admiral David D. Porter approach Fort De Russy on 
the Red River, Louisiana, finding it abandoned. 

May 6 

South: A recovering General Ambrose P. Hill succeeds General Thomas J. Jackson, 
who is mortally wounded, as commander of II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. 
West: A skirmish at Sherwood, Missouri, results in the death of 30 white and black 
Union soldiers. Vengeful Federals return the following day and burn the town. 
Naval: The USS Dragon captures the Confederate schooner Samuel First off 
Potomac Creek, Virginia. 

The USS R. R. Cuyler captures the Confederate steamer Eugenie at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
the Union brig Clarence off the Brazilian coast. The vessel is then impressed into 
Confederate service under Lieutenant Charles W. Read and commences raiding 
operations in the mid-Atlantic. 

May 7 

Politics: A pensive president Jefferson Davis wires General John C. Pemberton at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, that he is “anxiously expecting further information of your 
active operations.... You may expect whatever it is in my power to do for your aid.” 
South: A Union cavalry column under General John Stoneman crosses Racoon 
Ford, Virginia, ending a less than spectacular “raid.” 

West: As General William T. Sherman begins to march his XV Corps overland from 
Milliken’s Bend, Mississippi, the Army of the Tennessee under General Ulysses S. 
Grant begins a concerted drive on the state capital of Jackson. 

Confederate general Earl Van Dorn is murdered in his tent at Spring Hill, Ten¬ 
nessee, by the angry husband of an alleged suitor. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter steps ashore and accepts the surrender of Alexan¬ 
dria, Louisiana. 

May 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln declares that all foreigners wishing to become 
citizens remain eligible for the draft. 

South: General George Stoneman concludes his lackluster cavalry raid through 
northern Virginia by rejoining the Army of the Potomac, having lost only 17 killed 
and 75 wounded. Compared to Confederate efforts elsewhere, this effort fails to 
exert any impact on events at Chancellorsville and leads to Stoneman’s transfer as 
cavalry corps commander. 
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West: General William T. Sherman s XV Corps joins General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
main army in Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Primrose captures the Confederate schooner Sarah Lavinia off Cor- 
rotoman Creek, Virginia. 

The USS Canandaigua captures the Confederate blockade-runner Cherokee near 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Flag seizes the Confederate schooner Amelia off Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

The USS Richmond, accompanied by several mortar boats, bombards Confeder¬ 
ate fortifications at Port Hudson, Louisiana. 

May 9 

Politics: To oversee the new national bank. Congress appoints Hugh McCulloch 
to serve as comptroller of currency. 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston is ordered to Mississippi to assume command 
of Confederate defenses there. 

General Thomas W. Sherman’s Federal soldiers proceed along the Amite River, 
Louisiana, capturing supplies and numerous prisoners. 

West: Union oil facilities at Oiltown, West Virginia, are destroyed in a Confederate 
raid conducted by General William E. “Grumble” Jones. 

Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant continue advancing on Utica, Mis¬ 
sissippi, skirmishing en route. 

Naval: The USS Aroostook captures the Confederate schooner Sea Lion at sea. 

May 10 

South: General Thomas J. Jackson, known famously as “Stonewall” and admired 
by soldiers on both sides, dies of pneumonia at Guiney’s Station, Virginia. His pass¬ 
ing proves an irreparable loss to General Robert E. Lee and the Confederate war 
effort. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Owasco and Katahdin capture and sink the Confed¬ 
erate blockade-runner Hanover off Galveston, Texas. 

The USS Mound City shells and destroys a Confederate battery at Warrenton, 
Mississippi. 

May 11 

Politics: Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, after disputing an appoint¬ 
ment, angrily offers to resign from President Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet, but the 
president declines to accept. 

West: General John C. Pemberton learns that Union forces under General Ulysses S. 
Grant are approaching Edwards Station rapidly, 16 mdes east of Vicksburg, Missis¬ 
sippi, apparendy to sever the Jackson and Vicksburg Railroad into the city. He therefore 
instructs the 4,000 men of General John Gregg’s brigade to depart the capital of Jackson 
and contest the town of Raymond to slow their advance. Gregg arrives and accordingly 
sets up roadblocks, assumes defensive positions, and awaits Grant’s approach. 

Union cavalry under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson cut the New Orleans and 
Jackson Railroad at Crystal Springs, Mississippi. 
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Confederate cavalry under General lohn S. Marmaduke skirmish with Union 
troops at Mount Vernon and Taylor’s Creek, Arkansas. 

May 12 

West: At 9:00 a.m., General John A. Logan’s 3rd Division of General James B. 
McPherson’s XVII Corps advances on Raymond, Mississippi, encountering strong 
resistance from General John Gregg’s Confederates. An intense firefight erupts at 
close range owing to the densely forested terrain, and neither side wields effective 
control over their units. The ground, together with intense smoke and dust, also 
keeps Gregg from perceiving how badly outnumbered he is. Nonetheless, he leads 
a charge that nearly routs the 23rd Indiana and 20th Ohio regiments until Logan 
personally rallies them and halts the Gonfederate onslaught. Additional Union 
forces arrive, and the long blue line surges back across the field, sweeping the rebels 
before them. McPherson then commits his entire corps, 12,000 strong, and cracks 
the Southern right wing. Gregg, finally realizing his predicament, orders a general 
disengagement and retreats in good order toward Jackson. McPherson spends the 
evening quietly bivouacked on the battlefield. 

Raymond is a sharp little action lasting several hours and costs the Union 72 
dead, 252 wounded, and 190 missing while the Confederates sustain 66 killed, 339 
injured, and 37 missing. More significantly, the stoutness of Confederate defenses 
convinces General Ulysses S. Grant to alter his approach toward Vicksburg: Rather 
than be caught between the two fires of General John C. Pemberton in the west and 
General Joseph E. Johnston to the east, he seeks to overwhelm disparate Confederate 
forces piecemeal before they can unite. 

Naval: The USS Conemaugh and Monticello shell and sink five Confederate schoo¬ 
ners in Murrell’s Inlet, South Carolina. 

Federal gunboats ferry Union cavalry across the Tennessee River for an impend¬ 
ing assault on Linden, Tennessee. 

May 13 

South: Governor Zebulon B. Vance of North Carolina complains about the high 
levels of Confederate deserters to President Jefferson Davis. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant resumes his advance toward Jackson, Mississippi, 
with the XV Corps of William T. Sherman and the Xlll Corps of James B. McPher¬ 
son moving rapidly up the Mississippi Springs Road while the XVll Corps of Gen¬ 
eral John A. McGlernand moves north in the direction of Clinton. 

General Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Jackson, Mississippi, to find a small gar¬ 
rison of 6,000 men under General John Gregg and woefully predicts “I am too late.” 
Lie realizes that two full Union corps presently are marching up the road toward the 
city, so Johnston gives the order to evacuate troops and other supplies immediately. 
He also instructs General John C. Pemberton to take 22,000 men from the Vicks¬ 
burg garrison, march east, and catch the Federals between them. Meanwhile, Gregg 
makes preparations to cover Johnston’s impending withdrawal. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Kingfisher rz\A Edisto, South Garolina, destroy¬ 
ing 800 bushels of cotton collected there. 
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The USS Daffodil seizes the British blockade-runner Wonder off Port Royal, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Huntsville captures the Confederate schooner A. /. Hodge off the east 
coast of Florida. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate schooner Sea Bird near Pensacola 
Bay, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship Crown Point off the Brazilian coast. 

Admiral David D. Porter, having deployed his gunboat fleet along the Red River, 
Louisiana, returns to Grand Gulf, Mississippi. 

May 14 

South: General Robert E. Lee attends a high-level strategy conference in Richmond, 
Virginia, where he advocates a risky but potentially rewarding scheme to invade 
Pennsylvania and defeat Northern forces on their own soil. Such a ploy would fur¬ 
ther discredit the Republican Party and possibly secure European intervention on 
the Confederacy’s behalf 

General Nathaniel P. Banks begins to advance 30,000 federal troops from Baton 
Rouge toward the Confederate bastion at Port Hudson, Louisiana. After Vicksburg, 
this is the only remaining Southern strong point on the Mississippi River; it is 
defended by 5,000 men under General Franklin Gardner. 

West: At about 9:00 a.m., the advance guard of General James B. McPherson’s Xlll 
Corps makes contact with Confederate outposts before Jackson, Mississippi. How¬ 
ever, Union movements from the west are suddenly hampered by heavy downpours, 
and McPherson is content simply to fire his artillery and skirmish. Meanwhile, the 
XV Corps of General William T. Sherman plunges ahead from the south, which 
forces Gonfederate general John Gregg to spread his 6,000 men in a thin line to 
contain both forces. Once the rain stops, McPherson, perceiving the fragility of 
Confederate defenses, suddenly orders a bayonet charge that quickly overruns 
Gregg’s earthworks. Sherman also sends his men forward, and they seize several 
poorly guarded cannon. Gregg’s remaining troops nevertheless fight doggedly until 
he receives word from General Joseph E. Johnston that army trains have evacuated 
the city. Gregg then expertly disengages and escapes north from the city. 

Union losses at Jackson were 42 killed, 251 wounded, and seven missing whereas 
Confederates casualties are estimated at 200. General Ulysses S. Grant now obtains 
a strategic railroad junction east of Vicksburg, Mississippi, completing his strangle¬ 
hold of the city. He next prepares to deal with Confederate forces under General 
John G. Pemberton approaching from the west. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Currituck seize the Gonfederate schooner Ladies’ 
Delight off Urbana, Virginia. 

The USS Fort Henry captures the Confederate sloop Isabella on Waccasassa Bay, 
Florida. 

May 15 

Politics: Angry Federal troops storm the offices of the newspaper Jeffersonian at 
Richmond, Indiana, and ransack it on account of purported anti-Union sentiments. 
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West: General John C. Pemberton, ordered by General Joseph E. Johnston to march 
east from Edward’s Station, Mississippi, with 22,000 men and trap General Ulysses 
S. Grant’s Union army between them, disobeys orders. Instead, he marches south 
from Edwards Station toward Grand Gulf to cut the Union supply line—unaware 
that Grant has already done so and is living off the land. 

Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill skirmish with Union troops 
at Pleasant Hill, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Canandaigua captures the Confederate sloop Secesh off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Kanawha seizes the British blockade-runner Comet near Port Morgan, 
Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

Commodore James Palmer receives command of naval forces assisting in the 
reduction of Port Hudson, Louisiana. 

May 16 

West: General John C. Pemberton deploys his 22,000 men along a commanding ele¬ 
vation known locally as Champion’s HUl, Mississippi, roughly halfway between Jack- 
son and Vicksburg. He places General William W. Loring’s division on his left with 
John S. Bowen holding the center and Carter L. Stevenson on the right. The three- 
mile field is dominated by thick woods and undulating fields favoring the defense, 
although less so at Steven’s end. Pemberton also receives new orders from General 
Joseph E. Johnston that direct him to combine forces immediately outside Jackson, 
but it is too late. On comes the 32,000-strong Union army of General Ulysses S. 
Grant, who deploys the XIII Corps of General James B. McPherson on his right and 
the XVII Corps under General John A. McClernand on the left. General William T. 
Sherman’s XV Corps is left as a garrison at Jackson to protect the Union rear. 

fighting commences at 10:00 a.m. as McPherson hits Stevenson’s division on 
the left and a tremendous struggle ensues at close quarters. A Confederate coun¬ 
terattack almost pushes Union forces back into Grant’s headquarters, but they are 
enfiladed by concentrated artillery fire and driven off in disorder. Champion’s HiU 
changes hands no less than three times before Pemberton, running short of men, 
orders Loring to shift unengaged portions of his division to support the center and 
left. When the temperamental Loring refuses to comply the unaided Confederates 
begin to collapse. By 5:30 p.m., Pemberton’s army is in full flight across Baker’s Creek, 
burning the bridge behind him. Loring’s division is cut off from the main body so he 
retreats to the northeast and eventually joins Johnston’s forces east of Jackson. 

Champion’s Hill is the hardest-fought and most decisive engagement of the 
Vicksburg campaign. Through rapidity of movement. Grant prevents two disparate 
Confederate forces from uniting against him and defeats each piecemeal. Union 
losses are 410 dead, 1,844 wounded, and 187 missing (1,838) to a Confederate tally 
of 381 killed, 1,018 wounded, and 2,441 missing or captured (3,840). The Northern¬ 
ers also capture no less than 27 cannon. Grant finally is poised to move on Vicks¬ 
burg itself 

Naval: The USS Courier captures the Confederate vessels Angelina and Emeline off 
the South Carolina coast. 
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The USS Powhatan captures the Confederate sloop C. Routereau off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Two Sisters captures the Confederate schooner Oliver S. Breese off the 
Anclote Keys. Florida. 

May 17 

South: A sudden Confederate cavalry raid against Union forces on the west bank of 
the Mississippi River secures numerous prisoners and cattle destined for the army 
of General Nathaniel R Banks. 

West: General John C. Pemberton, routed at Champion Hill the day before, pre¬ 
pares to defend a bridgehead along the west bank of the Big Black River 12 miles 
east of strategic Vicksburg, Mississippi. He places 5,000 men and 18 cannon under 
General John S. Bowen behind a hastily erected loop of entrenchments and cot¬ 
ton bales, with both flanks anchored on the Big Black. Better defensive positions 
are available in hills to the west, but Pemberton chose his position to reestablish 
contact with General William W. Boring’s division, which had become separated 
from the main body. Unknown to Pemberton, Boring presently is marching off in 
the opposite direction to join General Joseph E. Johnston at Jackson. 

At 5:00 A.M., the first elements of General John A. McClernand’s XVII Corps 
encounter Bowen’s pickets, and both sides gird for combat. General Eugene 
A. Carr sends the fresh brigade of General Michael Bawler forward to probe 
Confederate defenses, and he uncovers a small gap on their left. Bawler quickly 
orders the 21st and 23rd Indiana into the breech, with the 11th Wisconsin and 
22nd Iowa in support. These units completely surprise and overpower South¬ 
erners in their sector and began to roll up their line. Bowen desperately tries 
shoring up his flagging formation, but additional Union units crash through 
his center and the entire perimeter collapses. By 10:00 a.m.. Confederate forces 
are streaming back across the Big Black. Pemberton manages to fire the bridges 
over the river, but the Southerners do not stop running until they reach the 
outskirts of Vicksburg. 

Big Black River is another debacle for the Confederates, who lose 1,751 killed, 
wounded, and missing, along with 18 artillery pieces. Union casualties amount to 
279. In two weeks of dazzling campaigning, the road to Vicksburg is completely 
open to General Ulysses S. Grant. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota captures the Confederate schooner Almira Ann on the 
Chickahominy River, Virginia. 

The USS Courier seizes the Confederate schooner Maria Bishop off Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

The USS Kanawha captures the Confederate schooner Hunter at sea. 

The Confederate blockade-runner Cuba burns itself rather than be captured in 
the Gulf of Mexico by the USS De Soto. 

May 18 

Diplomacy: In yet another blow to Confederate aspirations, Foreign Secretary Bord 
Russell declares to the House of Bords that Great Britain harbors no intention of 
intervening in the American conflict. 
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West: General William T. Sherman leads a diversionary force up the Yazoo 
River, intending to storm Snyder’s Bluff and Haynes’s Bluff north of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. 

Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant cross the Big Black River and take 
up storming positions outside the Confederate bastion of Vicksburg. The Confeder¬ 
ate position appears outwardly hopeless, but General John C. Pemberton declares 
his intention to fight to the last. That same day. General Joseph E. Johnston wires 
the general and warns him against becoming trapped in the city. But for Pemberton, 
Vicksburg, and the Confederacy, it is all too late. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS R. R. Cuyler capture and sink the Confederate 
schooner Isabel near Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

The USS Octorara seizes the British blockade-runner Eagle off the Bahamas. 
The USS Kanawha captures the Confederate schooner Ripple at sea. 

The USS Shepherd Knapp hits a reef near Cap Haitien, Haiti, and is scuttled. 
Commander John Grimes leads Federal gunboats USS Baron de Kalb, Choctaw, 
Linden, Romeo, Petrel, and Forest Rose up the Yazoo River in concert with Gen¬ 
eral William T. Sherman. The vessels subsequently shell the defenses of Vicksburg 
itself 

The gunboat USS Linden, accompanied by five army transports, attacks and 
destroys a Confederate battery on Island No. 82 in the Mississippi River. 

May 19 

Politics: To end divisive sentiments arising from the arrest and detainment of 
Congressman Clement L. Vallandigham (D-Ohio), who advocates peace, Secre¬ 
tary of War Edwin M. Stanton orders him released and deported to Confederate 
lines. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant, eager to attack Confederate defenses at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, before they are consolidated, orders General William T. Sherman’s XV 
Corps to attack the north fringes of the city Despite commendable bravery and 
desperate fighting, the blue-clad infantry are flung back with heavy losses at the 
Stockade Redan. Other attacks around the city’s perimeter by Generals John B. 
McPherson and John B. McClernand suffer similar defeat. Grant then suspends the 
action before trying again. Meanwhile, growing numbers of army and navy siege 
guns begin to play havoc on the city’s inhabitants with a continuous bombardment 
that plays out for seven weeks. 

Naval: The USS Sopronia captures the Confederate schooner Mignnonette off Piney 
Point, Virginia. 

The USS Huntsville captures the Spanish blockade-runner Union off St. Peters¬ 
burg, Florida. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate schooner Mississippian in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

May 20 

South: Union forces under General John G. Foster pursue retreating Confederates 
beyond Kinston, North Carolina, as Southern troops withdraw to support other 
threatened areas. 
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Naval: Armed boats from the USS Louisiana capture the Confederate schooner R. 
T. Renshaw at Tar River, North Carolina. 

The USS Amanda is driven ashore on the Florida coast during a storm and is 
wrecked. 

May 21 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston orders General Franklin Gardner to abandon 
Port Hudson, Louisiana, and come to the aid of Vicksburg, Mississippi. Gardner, 
however, disobeys and remains strongly ensconced behind four and a half miles 
of earthworks and natural fortifications on a sharp bend along the Mississippi 
River. The following day, he is surrounded by 30,000 Federal troops under General 
Nathaniel P. Banks. 

West: Gonfederate forces hastily abandon Yazoo City, Mississippi, in the face of an 
approaching Union flotilla, destroying a number of tooling shops and boat under 
construction. 

Naval: The USS Currituck, Anacostia, and Satellite capture the Confederate schoo¬ 
ner Emily off the mouth of the Rappahannock River. 

The USS Union seizes the British blockade-runner Linnet off Charlotte Harbor, 
Florida. 

Federal gunboats USS Baron de Kalb, Choctaw, Forest Rose, Linden, and Petrel, 
all directed by Commander John Grimes, steam up the Yazoo River from Haynes’s 
Bluff, Mississippi, to Yazoo City. There they shell a Confederate navy yard and 
destroy three warships under construction—including one described as “a monster, 
310 feet long and 70 beam ... she would have given us much trouble.” 

May 22 

Politics: The U.S. War Department establishes the Bureau of Colored Troops to bet¬ 
ter coordinate the recruitment of African Americans from all regions of the nation. 

President Jefferson Davis implores General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee to come 
to the assistance of Vicksburg, Mississippi, if possible. 

South: General Winfield S. Hancock assumes command of the II Corps, Army of 
the Potomac. 

General Alfred Pleasonton is appointed commander of the Cavalry Corps, Army 
of the Potomac, replacing General George Stoneman. 

WEST: General Ulysses S. Grant again launches a frontal assault on the defenses of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, hitting a three-mile stretch of entrenched positions following 
a continuous and heavy bombardment. This time, both General William T. Sher¬ 
man’s XV Gorps and James B. McPherson’s XVII Corps are to attack simultaneously 
in an attempt to overpower the defenders. However, infantry movements are negated 
by deep, narrow ravines fronting the six strong points selected, which are also backed 
by a line of high breastworks. Hard fighting and heavy sacrifice avail little to the 
attackers, and Grant calls the action off. Of the 45,000 Union troops committed, they 
suffer 502 killed, 2,550 wounded, and 147 missing (3,199). Confederate casualties 
amount to fewer than 500. Grant then resigns himself to the formal siege operations 
he sought to avoid. Food shortages, intense summer heat, and unparalleled suffering 
by civilians are nonetheless taking their toll on the defenders. 
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Naval: The army steamer Allison sinks the Confederate schooner Sea Bird near New 
Bern, North Carolina. 

Armed boats from USS Fort Henry capture the Confederate sloop Isabella in 
Waccasassa Bay, Florida. 

The USS Benton, Mound City, Carondelet, and Tuscumbia resume their bom¬ 
bardment of Vicksburg, Mississippi. All are hit by return fire but are not seriously 
damaged. 

May 23 

Politics: Secretary of War John A. Seddon strongly suggests to President Jeffer¬ 
son Davis that Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi Department mount 
an offensive operation of some kind to relieve the pressure on Vicksburg, Mis¬ 
sissippi. Specifically, he cites the recapture of Helena, Arkansas, as a possible 
objective, for it partially serves as a supply base for the army of General Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

South: Richard S. Ewell is promoted to lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

West: The Army of the Gulf under General Nathaniel P. Banks continues encircling 
Port Hudson, Louisiana, prior to making a general assault. Banks brings 30,000 men 
to bear against a Confederate garrison of 7,000 under General Franklin Gardner, a 
former New Jersey resident married into a prominent Southern family. 

May 24 

South: Ambrose P. Hill is appointed lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

Henry Heth is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

West: General John A. Schofield replaces General Samuel R. Curtis as commander 
of the Department of the Missouri. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Port Royal capture the Confederate sloop Fash¬ 
ion, burn a repair dock at Devils’s Elbow, Florida, and then move on to capture the 
Confederate sloop Fashion near Apalachicola. 

Federal gunboats of the Yazoo River expedition begin to move up the adjoining 
Sunflower River to destroy stocks of grain gathered along its banks. 

May 25 

Politics: Peace Democrat Clement L. Vallandigham is released from prison prior 
to his deportation across Confederate lines at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

West: An attempt by Federal forces to mine their way through Confederate defenses 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, fails when a tunnel, crammed with 2,200 pounds of gun¬ 
powder is detonated, only to reveal additional enemy lines beyond. 

Naval: Union forces skirmishing near Port Hudson, Louisiana, seize the Confeder¬ 
ate steamers Starlight and Red Chief on the Mississippi River. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Gildersleeve off Bahia, Brazil. 

May 26 

Politics: Peace Democrat Clement L. Vallandigham is finally banished to the Con¬ 
federacy for the duration of the war and is handed over at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
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South: General Nathaniel P. Banks assembles a council of war and decides to attack 
the formidable defenses of Port Hudson, Louisiana, directly. Banks settles on a heavy 
naval bombardment followed by a mass infantry assault at select points of the Con¬ 
federate line. He originally intends to hit the Confederates simultaneously at several 
points, but coordinating the actions of subordinates proves nearly impossible over 
the rough terrain encountered. 

Naval: The USS Ceres, Shawsheen, and Brinker steam up the Neuse River in support 
of army operations against Wilkinson’s Point, North Carolina. 

May 27 

South: At 6:00 a.m.. General Nathaniel P. Banks launches his long-anticipated 
attack on Confederate defenses at Port Hudson, Louisiana. The combined assaults 
on the northern breastworks by General Christopher Auger and Godfrey Wetzel 
become separated inadvertently in bad terrain and are driven off piecemeal. Once 
the Confederates repel their blue-clad assailants here, Gardner immediately shifts 
his garrison to cover other threatened portions of the line. Fighting rages for six 
straight hours, and Union forces gain a foothold on the embankment but are inev¬ 
itably driven off A subsequent advance by General Thomas W. Sherman also is 
repulsed, and Banks finally suspends the effort. Union losses are 293 dead, 1,545 
wounded, and 157 missing (1,995) while the Confederates record 235 casualties. 

The first attack on Port Hudson also occasions the first large-scale employment 
of African-American troops in battle. Mustering on the combat line are the 1st and 
3rd Regiments of Louisiana Native Guards, with the former a French-speaking bat¬ 
talion raised among the Creole elite of New Orleans. The unit is distinguished further 
in its being commanded by black officers, while the newly recruited 3rd Regiment 
consists of former slaves led by whites. Their iU-fated charge against the 39th Missis¬ 
sippi at the northernmost fringes of the Confederate line is badly repulsed, but the 
Native Guards perform extremely well throughout their baptism of fire. 

West: General William T. Sherman attacks Fort Hill on the Mississippi River and 
is repulsed. 

Naval: The USS Coeur de Lion sinks the Confederate schooners Gazelle and Flight 
in the Yeocomico River, Virginia. 

The CSS Chattahoochee is sunk accidently by a boiler explosion in the Chat¬ 
tahoochee River, Georgia, killing 18 sailors. 

The USS Brooklyn captures the Confederate schooner Blazer at Pass Cavallo, 
Texas. 

Admiral David G. Farragut’s squadron, consisting of the USS Hartford, Rich¬ 
mond, Genesee, Essex, and Monongahela, remains actively engaged in the reduction 
of Port Hudson, Louisiana. 

The Federal gunboat USS Cincinnati under Lieutenant George M. Bache is sunk 
by cannon fire at Fort Hill, near Vicksburg, Mississippi, suffering 25 killed and 15 
missing. The vessel nonetheless goes down with it colors flying defiantly from the 
mast, eliciting praise from General William T. Sherman. 

May 28 

North: The 54th Massachusetts Infantry, composed entirely of African Americans, 
parades through Boston under Colonel Robert G. Shaw, a wealthy Brahmin and 
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devoted abolitionist. The unit then ships out to Hilton Head, South Carolina, for 
service in the siege of Charleston. 

WEST: General George L. Hartsuff rises to command XXIll Corps, Army of the 
Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Brooklyn captures the Confederate sloop Kate off Point Isabel, 
Texas. 

May 29 

West: General Ambrose E. Burnside protests the release of Copperhead Clement L. 
Vallandigham from imprisonment and tenders his resignation to President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, who refuses it. 

Naval: The USS Cimarron captures the Confederate blockade-runner Evening Star 
near Wassaw Sound, Georgia. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Jabez Snow in the South Atlantic. 

May 30 

South: General Robert E. Lee reorganizes his Army of Northern Virginia into four 
corps: General James Longstreet (I), General Richard S. Ewell (II), General Ambrose 
P. Hill (III), and General J. E. B. Stuart (Cavalry Corps). 

Virginia Partisan Rangers under Captain John S. Mosby attack and burn a rail¬ 
road train near Bealton, Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Forest Rose and Linden capture and sink the Confederate vessels 
Dew Drop and Emma Bett on the Quiver River, Mississippi. 

A Union boat expedition captures the Confederate schooner Star and the sloop 
Victoria at Brazos Santiago, Texas. 

The USS Rhode Island runs the Confederate steamer Margaret and Jessie ashore 
at Eleuthera Island, Bahamas. 

May 31 

Politics: In a high-level strategy session at Richmond, Virginia, President Jeffer¬ 
son Davis openly expresses to General Robert E. Lee his dissatisfaction over Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston’s failure to handle affairs outside Vicksburg, Mississippi, in a 
timely way. “Genl. Johnson did not, as you thought advisable, attack Grant promptly,” 
he declares, “and I fear the result is that which you anticipated if time was given.” 
Naval: The USS Pawnee and E. B. Hale cover Federal troops embarkations on James 
Island, South Carolina. 

In his latest display of interservice cooperation. Admiral David D. Porter offers 
General William T. Sherman two large naval guns for service ashore at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, manned by naval personnel. 

The USS Carondelet and Forest Queen assist Union troops to evacuate Perkins 
Landing on the Mississippi River, Louisiana, while keeping Confederate troops at 
bay with heavy support fire. 

June 1 

West: General Ambrose E. Burnside closes offices belonging to the Chicago Times 
over seemingly disloyal pronouncements, creating an uproar and another political 
headache for President Abraham Lincoln. 
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June 2 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis orders Peace Democrat Clement L. Val- 
landigliam transported to Wilmington, North Carolina, for detention there as an 
enemy alien. 

Naval: The USS Anacostia and Primrose capture the Confederate sloop Flying Cloud 
at Tapp’s Creek, Virginia. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union bark Amazonian in the South Atlantic after an eight-hour 
chase. 

June 3 

North: Benjamin H. Grierson is promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Army. 
South: General Robert E. Lee begins his second invasion of the North by mov¬ 
ing 75,000 men of the Army of Virginia from Fredericksburg, Virginia, toward the 
Shenandoah Valley. General Ambrose P. Hill’s corps is detained temporarily near 
Fredericksburg until needed. 

Union general Quincy A. Gilmore assumes temporary command of the Depart¬ 
ment of the South in South Carolina. 

The African-American 54th Massachusetts Infantry under Colonel Robert G. 
Shaw disembarks at Port Royal, South Carolina. This is the first black unit raised in 
the North to be committed to combat operations. 

West: Elements of the Union IX Corps under General John G. Parke begin to rein¬ 
force GeneraJ Ulysses S. Grant outside Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Stars and Stripes captures the Confederate sloop Florida at St. 
Mark’s Bay, Florida. 

The Federal ram USS Switzerland reconnoiters up the Atchafalaya River, Louisi¬ 
ana, as far as Simmesport, where it encounters heavy resistance and withdraws. 

June 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln orders Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton to 
revoke General Ambrose E. Burnside’s suspension of the Chicago Times. 

WEST: Skirmishing erupts between Confederates under General Braxton Bragg and 
General William S. Rosecrans’s Union troops at Snow Hill, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Commodore McDonough, Island City, and Cossack support Federal 
troop landings at Bluffton, South Carolina. 

A naval force consisting of USS Switzerland, Lafayette, and Pittsburgh bombards 
Confederate positions at Simmesport, Louisiana, driving the defenders off 

June 5 

South: Fighting erupts at Franklin’s Crossing on the Rappahannock River as troops 
of General Ambrose P. Hill’s command skirmish with the Union VI Corps under 
General John Sedgwick. Sedgwick has orders to test Confederate defenses across 
the river to determine whether they are stiJl there in strength; if not, it is assumed 
that the Army of Northern Virginia under GeneraJ Robert E. Lee has headed north 
to invade MaryJand. Accordingly, Sedgwick’s 26th New Jersey and 5th Vermont 
masses at Franldin’s Crossing and wade across. They encounter severe sniper fire 
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from Confederate sharpshooters along the riverbank and are driven back. Sedgwick 
then arrives to oversee personally the deployment of pontoon bridges across the 
Rappahannock, which are laid under fire. Additional Union troops then dash across, 
overrunning the Confederate rifle pits and taking 35 captives. Federal losses are she 
killed and 35 injured. The stiff resistance encountered convinces Sedgwick that the 
Southerners are still present in force, and he reports his findings to General Joseph 
Hooker. Hooker, unconvinced, next orders several cavalry forays into the country¬ 
side for further reconnaissance. Hill, meanwhile, lingers at Franklin’s Crossing for 
another day before heading off to join Lee in Maryland. 

WEST: General John G. Park arrives from North Carolina to assume command of 
the IX Corps near Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: A combined expedition consisting of the USS Commodore Morris and Com¬ 
modore Jones, the army gunboat Smith Briggs, and the transport Winnissimet ascend 
the Mattapony River, Virginia, to attack Confederate ordnance works at Walkerton. 
Confederate general Henry A. Wise characterizes the ensuing affair as “a daring and 
destructive raid.” 

The USS Wissahickon sinks an unidentified Confederate steamer off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Talisman in the mid-Atlantic. 

June 6 

South: At Brandy Station, Virginia, General J. E. B. Stuart holds a grand review of 
8,000 Confederate cavalry for a large assembly of political dignitaries and spectators 
gathered on railroad cars. 

West: General Richard Taylor is ordered by Edmund Kirby-Smith to attack Union 
positions along Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, and relieve pressure on Vicksburg, Mis¬ 
sissippi, across the river. Taylor musters 4,500 men for the effort, with the brigade of 
General Henry E. McCulloch advancing directly on the town while two others cover 
the northern and southern flanks. En route, the Confederate advance is detected 
by elements of the 10th Illinois Cavalry, who alert the commander at Milliken’s 
Bend, Colonel Hermann Lieb. Union forces hastily make preparations to receive 
their visitors. 

Naval: The USS Tahoma captures the grounded Confederate schooner Statesman 
near Gadsen’s Point, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship Southern Cross at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Clarence under Lieutenant Charles Read, formerly 
a prize of CSS Florida, captures the Union bark Whistling Wind off Cape Romain, 
South Carolina. 

The Federal gunboat USS Tyler seizes the Confederate steamer Lady Walton off 
the mouth of the White River, Arkansas. 

June 7 

South: Union forces burn Brierfield, President Jefferson Davis’s plantation, as they 
advance below Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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At 5:30 A.M., 1,500 Confederate soldiers under General Henry E. McCulloch attack 
1,061 Federals at Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, and push them back onto the river 
bank. Federal troops under Colonel Hermann Lieb then make a determined stand, 
aided by the 9th and 13th Louisiana, and 1st Mississippi, three regiments of newly 
recruited African Americans, who fight courageously. At length, the gunboats 
USS Choctaw and Lexington appear on the Mississippi River at about 7:00 a.m. 
and pound the attackers with heavy and accurate cannon fire. After three hours of 
intense fighting the Confederates withdraw. The African Americans, who suffer dis¬ 
proportionately high casualties, subsequently murder several Confederate prisoners 
after learning that they previously had killed black captives in their custody. Union 
losses in this affair tally 101 dead, 285 injured, and 266 missing while the Confeder¬ 
ates sustain 44 killed, 131 wounded, and 10 missing. 

Southwest: French forces occupy Mexico City at the behest of Emperor Napo¬ 
leon 111 . 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Clarence under Lieutenant Charles Read cap¬ 
tures the Union schooner Alfred H. Partridge at sea, releasing it on a bond. 

Good shooting by the Federal gunboat USS Lexington and ironclad Choctaw enfi¬ 
lades and helps defeat a strong Confederate thrust at Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana. 

June 8 

South: The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee arrives at Cul¬ 
peper Court House, Virginia, where General J. E. B. Stuart stages another elaborate 
cavalry review. Stuart, a jaunty, supremely confident gamecock, delights in display¬ 
ing his finely honed troopers, but nonetheless he is slated to receive some rather 
unexpected—and very unwelcome—visitors. 

At Falmouth, Virginia, General Alfred Pleasonton musters his Union cavalry 
corps, two infantry brigades, and six light batteries ( 11,000 men in all) for a recon¬ 
naissance in force across the Rappahannock River. His mission is to locate the main 
body of Confederates and ascertain if they are moving north on an offensive into 
Union territory. 

Naval: Armed Confederate boats board and capture the Union steam tug Boston at 
Pass a I’Outre on the Mississippi River. The rebels then go on to take and burn the 
Union barks Lenox and Texana before boldly sailing the Boston past the blockading 
squadron and into Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia seizes the Union ship George Griswold, 
releasing it on bond. 

June 9 

South: At 4:00 a.m.. General John Buford’s cavalry brigade splashes across the Rap¬ 
pahannock River at Beverly while, four miles downstream, a similar force under 
General David M. Gregg crosses at Kelly’s Ford. General Alfred Pleasonton has 
thrown two columns against the known headquarters of General J. E. B. Stuart in 
an attempt to catch the wily trooper in a coordinated pincer attack. Buford, covered 
by a morning fog, pitches into the pickets of General William E. Jones’s Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry, rolls them back from the river, and seizes 150 prisoners. He then gallops 
ahead to Brandy Station, Virginia, in search of Stuart’s main body. 
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Several of Jones’s troopers frantically gallop back into Stuart’s headquarters, 
informing him of Buford’s approach. The general, with 9,500 veteran troopers scat¬ 
tered over a wide area, immediately dispatches riders out to reassemble the com¬ 
mand at Brandy Station while he organizes defenses along Fleetwood Hill. Buford, 
meanwhile, wastes no time in driving Confederate cavalry back until they are rein¬ 
forced by General Wade Hampton’s brigade. A violent charge by the 12th Virginia 
Cavalry brings the Union advance to a halt, and combat degenerates into a series of 
spectacular charges and countercharges. Fleetwood Hill changes hands several times 
in a flurry of flashing sabers as both sides feed addition squadrons and artillery into 
the swirling fray, and a stalemate ensues. 

At this juncture, Gregg’s division surprises Stuart by making a sudden appear¬ 
ance south of the Confederate camp at about noon. Previously, Gregg weakened 
his force by detaching a column under Colonel Alfred N. Duffie on a circuitous 
march around the Southern position, but he remains nowhere in sight. The Union 
advance hesitates after encountering a single Confederate cannon, while Jackson 
brings up the remnants of Jones’s brigade to confront this latest threat. Just then, 
Hampton’s division finally drives Buford’s tiring troopers off Fleetwood Hill while 
Duffie attacks Confederate outposts at Stevensburg, five miles away. Charges and 
countercharges continue at Brandy Station amid great displays of bravery from both 
sides untU Pleasonton, perceiving dust clouds on the horizon, assumes that columns 
of Confederate infantry are approaching. He then signals his men to fall back, and 
the fighting dies down across the line. Union forces then draw off in good order and 
recross the Rappahannock. 

Brandy Station is the largest mounted engagement of the war and a tactical 
victory for the Confederates, who held the field and inflict 936 Union casualties for 
the loss of 523. However, the 10-hour struggle underscores the excellent progress 
Union cavalry have achieved under capable leadership. Henceforth, they remain 
capable adversaries until the end of the war. Pleasonton also proves to General 
Joseph Hooker that the Army of Northern Virginia indeed is advancing northward. 
But most significant of all, Stuart, whose quick actions twice retrieve the day from 
brushes with disaster, is criticized sharply for allowing himself to be surprised. 
Thereafter, this dashing but sensitive leader seeks out some kind of spectacular 
accomplishment, worthy of praise, to retrieve his sullied reputation. The upcoming 
invasion of Pennsylvania promises him such an opportunity, although with fatal 
consequences for the South. 

A total of 20 Federals are killed and another 14 wounded after a powder maga¬ 
zine accidentally explodes at Alexandria, Virginia. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Clarence under Lieutenant Charles Read cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union brig Mary Alvina at sea. 

A naval battery is landed under Commander Edward Terry to assist in the reduc¬ 
tion of Port Hudson, Louisiana. 

Union mortar boats resume their protracted bombardment of Vicksburg, Mis¬ 
sissippi, attempting to cut off resupply efforts and undermine civilian morale. On 
average, they hurl 175 heavy explosive shells into the city every day while citizens 
cower in nearby caves. 
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June 10 

North: General Thomas H. Brooks assumes control of the Department of the 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania. 

General Darius N. Couch becomes head of the Department of the Susquehanna, 
Pennsylvania. 

South: The fateful Gettysburg campaign begins as the Confederate 11 Corps under 
General Richard S. EweU departs Culpeper, Virginia, and tramps northward toward 
Maryland. 

Partisans under Captain lohn S. Mosby surprise Union troops in camp at Seneca 
Mills, Maryland, and retire quickly across the Potomac River to Virginia. 

West: The Confederate Army of Tennessee experiences something of a religious 
revival as General Braxton Bragg is confirmed in the Episcopalian Church. 

Naval: Confederate prisoners overpower the Union steamer Maple Leaf and con¬ 
duct themselves to Cape Henry, Virginia. 

Admiral Samuel E. Du Pont, cognizant of the danger posed to his wooden ves¬ 
sels by the new Confederate ram CSS Atlanta, orders the ironclads USS Weehawken 
and Nahant to proceed immediately from Port Royal, South Carolina, to Wassaw 
Sound, Georgia. 

June 11 

Politics: In an act of defiance by Peace Democrats in Ohio, they nominate Clem¬ 
ent L. Vallandigham as their gubernatorial candidate, despite the fact that the Con¬ 
federate government shipped him off to Canada. 

South: The African-American 54th Massachusetts Infantry participates in the 
burning of Darien, Georgia. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest skirmish with Union 
troops at Triune, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Florida captures the Confederate steamer Calypso trying to run the 
blockade off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Memphis, Stettin, and Ottawa run the Confederate steamer Havelock 
aground on FoUy Island in Charleston Harbor and then destroy it with gunfire. 

June 12 

North: In light of approaching Confederate forces, Pennsylvania governor Andrew 
Curtin calls out the state militia. 

South: The Confederate II Corps under General Richard S. Ewell crosses the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and descends into the Shenandoah VaUey, Virginia. 

Federal forces advance out of Suffolk, Virginia, and engage Confederate forces 
under General Daniel H. Hill at Blackwater. 

General Quincy A. Gilmore formally replaces General David Hunter as com¬ 
mander of the Department of the South in South Carolina. 

West: General Richard S. Ewell, advancing along the Blue Ridge Mountains of west¬ 
ern Virginia, detaches General Richard E. Rodes’s division and a cavalry brigade of 
General Albert G. Jenkins toward the town of Berryville. Once there, they are to 
drive out the 1,800-man Union garrison of Colonel Andrew T. McReynolds before 
marching on to Martinsburg. While en route, however, McReynolds is alerted to 
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the Confederate approach, and he cleverly marches his unit out of town and off to 
Summit Point, where it will double back to the main garrison at Winchester. The 
garrison commander in that town. General Robert H. Milroy, had grown aware of 
enemy activity below him, but owing to cut telegraph wires, he never receives an 
order to fall back on Harper’s Ferry. 

Naval: The CSS Clarence under Lieutenant Charles Read captures the Union bark 
Tacony off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, then transfers his crew and continues 
raiding in the new vessel. Two prizes, the schooner Schindler and the brig Arabella, 
are also caught and burned along with Clarence. 

June 13 

South: To counter recent Confederate moves, the Union Army of the Potomac 
under General Joseph Hooker repositions itself from behind the Rappahannock 
River to Centreville, Virginia. 

Following a severe bombardment. General Nathaniel P. Banks summons Gen¬ 
eral Franklin Gardner to surrender Port Hudson, Louisiana, but he steadfastly 
declines. 

West: A brigade of Confederate cavalry under General Albert G. Jenkins fails to 
catch the retreating garrison of Colonel Andrew T. McReynolds at Berryville, Vir¬ 
ginia, and after much riding can only engage his rear guard at Opequon Creek. The 
hard-marching McReynolds then joins General Robert H. Milroy’s main force at 
Winchester that evening and prepares for defensive action there. Jenkins, mean¬ 
while, continues to Martinsdale with the division of General Robert E. Rodes close 
behind in support. 

General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps, meanwhile, occupies Berryville, Virginia, 
while planning an immediate strike against Winchester to drive out or possibly 
capture the Union garrison. To that end, he dispatches two divisions under General 
Jubal A. Early and Edward Johnson to encircle the town from three directions. The 
defenders are unaware of these preparations. 

Naval: The USS Sunflower captures the Confederate schooner Pushmahata off the 
Tortugas, Florida. 

The USS Juniata captures the Confederate schooner Fashion off the Cuban 
coast. 

Federal gunboats resume their prolonged bombardment of Port Hudson, Loui¬ 
siana, softening up that position for another Union assault on the following day. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union bark Good Hope at sea. 

June 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln anxiously goads General Joseph Hooker into 
some kind of action to oppose this latest Confederate incursion. “If the head of 
Lee’s army is at Martinsburg and the tail of it on the Plank road between Freder¬ 
icksburg and Chancellorsville, the animal must be very slim somewhere. Could 
you not break him?” 

North: Hugh J. Kilpatrick is promoted to brigadier general of cavalry U.S. 
Army. 
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South: At 4:00 a.m., General Nathaniel P. Banks hurls another assault against Con¬ 
federate defenses at Port Hudson, Louisiana. This time, an entire infantry division 
under General Halbert E. Payne charges against the strong point at Priest Cap and, 
despite brave efforts, recoils with heavy loss. Several hours of savage fighting ensue 
before Banks suspends the action and draws off with 203 killed, 1,401 wounded, 
and 188 missing (1,805). The well-protected Confederates lose 22 killed and 25 
wounded. The Union siege then resumes, and because the fort’s supply line remains 
cut, time is on Banks’s side. 

WEST: A Confederate cavalry brigade under General Albert G. Jenkins hastens on the 
town of Martinsburg, western Virginia, garrisoned by Colonel Benjamin F. Smith 
1,500 Federal troops. Despite the odds. Smith aggressively deploys his artillery and 
skirmishers, halting Jenkins squarely in his tracks. As Confederates dither. Union 
troops strip the town of everything useful, place all materials on waiting trains, and 
cart them away. It is not until 5:00 p.m. that infantry under General Robert E. Rodes 
arrives and finally attacks the town, sweeping away a handful of remaining defend¬ 
ers and seizing 200 captives. But for the second time in two days, an outnumbered 
Union garrison eludes superior Confederate forces. 

The Confederate II Corps of General Richard S. Ewell engages a Federal force 
under General Robert H. Milroy at Winchester, western Virginia. Milroy initially 
believes that Confederates to his front are simply a large raiding party, but by the 
time he realizes that the entire Army of Northern Virginia is bearing down on 
him, it is too late. He now has few options beyond sequestering his command in 
numerous forts as the divisions of Generals Jubal A. Early and Edward Johnson 
surround the town. At 6:00 p.m., 22 Confederate cannon open up on the Union 
works while the Louisiana brigade overruns the Star Fort, one of Milroy’s key 
positions. The general then hastily convenes a war council that elects to spike its 
artillery, burn its baggage trains, and evacuate Winchester in the early morning. 
General Richard S. Ewell, who next appears with the remainder of the II Corps, 
anticipates such a withdrawal, so after nightfall, he instructs Johnson to reposi¬ 
tion men along the Martinburg Turnpike at Stevenson’s Depot and cut Milroy’s 
retreat. 

General Theophilus H. Holmes, commanding the Confederate District of 
Arkansas, receives orders from the Confederate War Department to mount an 
offensive against Helena, Arkansas. This move is perceived as the best possible way 
of relieving Union pressure on Vicksburg, Mississippi. But nearly three weeks elapse 
before the lethargic Holmes can scrape together sufficient manpower and supplies 
to comply. 

Federal soldiers torch the town of Eunice, Arkansas, following attacks on the 
USS Marmora. 

Naval: The USS Lackawanna captures the Confederate steamer Neptune at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship Red Gauntlet in the West Indies. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury cap¬ 
tures the Union bark /. W. Seaver, releasing it on a bond. 
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June 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln calls for 100,000 militia to muster in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Maryland, Ohio, and western Virginia to thwart recent Confederate advances 
northward. 

North: The approach of the Army of Northern Virginia on Pennsylvanian soil 
causes outbreaks of excitement and panic at Baltimore, Maryland. 

West: Confederates under General Edward Johnson prepare to ambush the retir¬ 
ing forces of General Robert H. Milroy at Stevenson’s Depot, four miles north 
of Winchester, Virginia. Milroy’s garrison quietly departs at 1:00 a.m., taking the 
Martinburg Turnpike running north and then east—the most obvious route out 
of town. His 6,000 men continue groping along in the dark until 3:30 a.m. when 
they encounter General Edward Johnson’s division in blocking positions. Desperate 
fighting erupts as Milroy attempts to outflank the Confederates, but only he and 
roughly 2,700 men cut their way to freedom. Among the huge haul subsequently 
captured by the Confederates are 2,500 prisoners, 300 wagons, 300 horses, and 23 
cannon. Union combat losses add an additional 905 dead and 348 wounded to the 
tally while Ewell sustains 47 killed, 219 wounded, and three missing. This impressive 
victory removes Eederal forces from the Shenandoah Valley, thereby clearing the 
way for General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. 

General Stephen A. Hurlbut orders 1,600 Union cavalry from his XVI Corps 
on a major sweep through northwestern Mississippi to gather supplies and disrupt 
the enemy. 

Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston frantically wires General John C. Pem¬ 
berton at Vicksburg, Mississippi, that his position is hopeless and that he must 
abandon the city immediately to save his army However, Pemberton never receives 
the message owing to cut telegraph wires, and he remains trapped within his works 
by Federal forces under General Ulysses S. Grant. 

Naval: The formidable new Confederate steam ram CSS Atlanta under Commander 
William Webb sails into the Wassaw Sound, Georgia, intending to engage Union 
blockaders. That evening, he positions his vessel to surprise the monitors at dawn. 

The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles Read captures 
and burns the Union brig Umpire off the Virginian coast. 

The USS Lackawanna captures the Confederate steamer Planter in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The USS Juliet captures the Confederate steamer Fred Nolte on the White River, 
Arkansas. 

The USS Marmora and Prairie Bird land parties ashore that burn buildings and 
railroad equipment at Gaines Landing and Eunice, Arkansas. 

The USS General Sterling Price and Mound City begin a three-day reconnais¬ 
sance of the Mississippi River below Vicksburg, Mississippi, during the course of 
which 70 small Confederate boats are destroyed. 

June 16 

North: General Robert E. Lee begins to ford the Potomac River at Point of Rocks, 
Maryland, and commences his second invasion of the North. Panic grows through¬ 
out Washington, D.C., from fear of a outright Confederate attack. 
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The new Confederate offensive leads to a furious spate of telegrams between 
General in Chief Henry W. Halleck and General Joseph Hooker as to General Robert 
E. Lee’s intentions. Hooker wants to rush his troops north and confront Lee above 
Washington, D.C., while Halleck insists that he foUow the Confederates and relieve 
the garrison at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, en route. 

South: Responding to the Southern invasion of Maryland, General Joseph Hooker 
begins to position the Army of the Potomac at Fairfax Court House, Virginia, to 
pursue. 

Naval: The USS Circassian captures the Confederate sloop John Wesley off St. 
Mark’s, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
and burns the Union ship B. F. Hoxie in the West Indies. 

The USS New Era sinks nine boats gathered by Confederates on an island north 
of Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River for an impending attack there. 

June 17 

South: As the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee advances 
north into Maryland, General J. E. B. Stuart is ordered to screen his right flank 
from prying Federal eyes. His Union opposite. General Alfred Pleasonton, is both 
determined to uncover Confederate intentions and come to grips with his grey- 
coated adversaries. Stuart previously had dispatched Colonel Thomas Munford, 5th 
Virginia Cavalry, to scout the vicinity of Aldie, Virginia, where he brushes against 
Union troopers under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick. An intense, four-hour fight for 
possession of the town ensues, with Kilpatrick getting the worst of it, but he is 
reinforced continually by General David M. Gregg. Simultaneously, another engage¬ 
ment erupts several miles away at Middleburg, when the 1st Rhode Island Cavalry 
of Colonel Alfred Duffie fights bravely but is overpowered by Stuart’s main body. 
The Union troopers gradually surrender, but Duffie manages to escape with 35 men 
stiU in the saddle. Fighting then dies down for the evening; Union losses for the day 
total about 300 to a Confederate tally of 100. 

Naval: The ironclads USS Weehawken under Captain John Rodgers, assisted by 
the Nahant, engage Commander William A. Webb and the formidable steam ram 
CSS Atlanta as it challenges the Union blockade in Wassaw Sound, Georgia. Atlanta 
grounds in the channel during its approach and subsequently is worked free, but its 
rudder is damaged and the ship steers erratically. Weehawken and Nahant then slip 
quickly into point-blank range and pound their armored adversary to good effect, 
dismounting two of Atlanta’s guns and injuring crew members. When the lumber¬ 
ing giant grounds again, Webb finally surrenders along with 145 prisoners. This 
constitutes a major loss to the ever-shrinking Confederate navy. 

Armed boats from the USS Itasca capture the Confederate blockade-runner 
Miriam off Brazos Santiago, Texas. 

June 18 

South: General Alfred Pleasonton, angered about losses to his cavalry command at 
Aldie and Middleburg, Virginia, on the previous day, makes arrangements to storm 
the latter town. The 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry under Colonel J. Irwin Gregg accom- 
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plishes that feat after hard fighting but then receives orders to ride quickly back to 
Aldie, and Middletown is abandoned and reoccupied by Southerners. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant summarily relieves General John A. McClernand 
from command of the XIII for continued insubordination and replaces him with 
General Edward O. C. Ord. The final straw comes when McClernand issues unau¬ 
thorized laudatory statements to his men for their role in the failed assault on Vicks¬ 
burg, in which he also denigrates the performance of other units. 

Naval: The USS Tahoma captures the British blockade-runner Harriet off the 
Anclote Keys, Florida, and subsequently forces the British vessel Mary James ashore 
at Clearwater. 

The USS James C. Chambers captures the Confederate schooner Rebekah near 
Tampa Bay, Florida. 

The USS Winona breaks up a concentration of Confederate cavalry outside 
Plaquemine, Fouisiana, thereby defeating a Confederate attempt to seize nearby 
DonaldsonviUe and cut off Union forces that are besieging Port Hudson. 

June 19 

North: The Confederate II Corps under General Richard S. Ewell continue crossing 
the Potomac River into Maryland and approaches southern Pennsylvania as Gener¬ 
als Ambrose P. HiU and James Fongstreet prepare to follow en masse. 

South: In continuing actions to penetrate the Confederate cavalry screen. Colonel 
J. Irwin Gregg’s 16th Pennsylvania retakes the town of Middleburg, Virginia, after 
hard fighting and 100 casualties. 

Naval: The USS Para captures the Confederate schooner Emma off Mosquito Inlet, 
Florida. 

A naval battery planted ashore engages and repulses Confederates forces near 
Cerro Gordo, Tennessee. 

June 20 

Politics: Financier Jay Cooke oversees creation of the first national bank in Phila¬ 
delphia and helps spearhead the drive for Union war bonds. 

North: The city of Baltimore, Maryland, erects breastworks to preclude any Con¬ 
federate raids there. 

Skirmishing erupts between contending forces at Upperville and Haymarket, 
Maryland. 

South: Union cavalry under General Alfred Pleasonton increases pressure on the 
mounted screen of General J. E. B. Stuart, now left unsupported east of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Accordingly, General David M. Gregg’s division is ordered to 
attack General Wade Hampton’s force at Goose Creek, Virginia, while another 
force under General John Buford threatens to flank the Confederates. Stuart, 
seeking to preserve his command, withdraws in good order to Upperville for the 
night. 

West: West Virginia joins the Union as the 35th state and a stalwart Northern ally. 
Moreover, its constitution mandates the gradual elimination of slavery. 

Naval: The USS Primrose captures the Confederate sloop Richard Vaux at Blake- 
stone Island in the Potomac River. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union bark Conrad at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles Read seizes the 
Union vessel Isaac Webb and releases it on a bond. 

June 21 

South: Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick skirmish with screening 
elements of the Army of Northern Virginia at UpperviUe, Virginia. The Confederate 
troopers of General J. E. B. Stuart, though pressured, withdraw in good order and 
form new defensive positions along Ashby’s Gap. In light of four days of intense 
fighting. General Alfred Pleasonton informs General Joseph Hooker that the Con¬ 
federates are definitely on the move, apparently into the Shenandoah Valley. 
Naval: The USS Florida captures the Confederate schooner Hattie off Frying Pan 
Shoals, North Carolina. 

The USS Owasco and Cayuga capture the Confederate sloop Active at Sabine 
Pass, Texas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles Read captures 
and burns the Union ship Byzantium off the New England coast. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the British blockade-runner Victory off Pal¬ 
metto Point, Eleuthera Island, Bahamas. 

June 22 

North: Alfred Pleasonton is appointed major general, of cavalry U.S. Army. 
South: General J. E. B. Stuart receives discretionary and somewhat vague instruc¬ 
tions from General Robert E. Lee ordering him alternately to raid Union supply lines 
and to guard the army’s right flank as it advances northward into Pennsylvania. 
WEST: General William S. Rosecrans prepares to launch his strategic flanking move¬ 
ment from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, toward Tullahoma to force General Braxton 
Bragg’s Army of Tennessee behind the Tennessee River. He undertakes the offensive 
to preclude the chance of any Southern reinforcements reaching the besieged city 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Shawsheen captures the Confederate schooner Henry Clay in Spring 
Creek, Bay River, North Carolina. 

The USS Itasca captures the British blockade-runner Sea Drift off Matagorda 
Island, Texas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles Read seizes five 
fishing schooners off the New England coast, burning four and releasing 75 prison¬ 
ers of the fifth. 

June 23 

North: The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee nears Cham- 
bersburg, Pennsylvania, with several disparate Northern columns groping along in 
pursuit. 

South: General John A. Dix, commanding the Department of Virginia, spurs Union 
troops forward in an expedition from Yorktown, Virginia, to South Anna Bridge. 
Confederate forces capture 1,000 Union troops at Brashear City, Louisiana. 
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West: The Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans ends six 
months of inactivity at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, by advancing several columns 
toward TuUhoma. By moving east around General Braxton Bragg’s flank, Rosecrans 
aspires to maneuver the enemy out of strong defensive positions and also prevent 
them from shipping reinforcements to aid in the defense of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Union troops burn the town of Sibley, Missouri, after being fired on by Gon- 
federate bushwhackers. 

Naval: Gommander Pierce Grosby leads a naval expedition consisting of the Federal 
gunboats USS Commodore Barney, Commodore Morris, Western World, and Morse in 
a combined operation up the Pamunkey River, Virginia. They venture goes unmo¬ 
lested as far upriver as White House. 

The USS Flambeau seizes the British blockade-runner Bettie Cratzer at Murrell’s 
Inlet, South Carolina. 

The USS Pursuit captures the Confederate sloop Kate at Indian River, Florida. 
The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles Read captures 
fishing schooners Ada and Wanderer. 

June 24 

North: The I and III Corps of Generals James Longstreet and Ambrose P. Hill, 
respectively, reach the Potomac River and cross into Maryland en route to Pennsyl¬ 
vania. Skirmishing erupts in the vicinity of Antietam. 

West: The Union Department of West Virginia is set up under the aegis of General 
Benjamin F. Kelley. 

Elements of the Army of the Gumberland and the Army of Tennessee skirmish 
at Big Spring Branch, Tennessee. The flanking movement initiated by General Wil¬ 
liam S. Rosecrans remains beset by inclement weather and heavy downpours, which 
hamper marching. 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren is relieved of duties at the Washington Navy 
Yard and is ordered to succeed Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont as new commander of 
the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

The Confederate raider CSS Tacony under Lieutenant Charles W. Read captures 
the Union ship Shatemuc in New England waters and releases it on bond. At this 
juncture. Read decides to burn the Tacony and transfers his crew to a new capture, 
the schooner Archer. 

The USS Sumpter collides with the steamer General Meigs in a dense fog off 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, and sinks. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate steamer Britannia off Pal¬ 
metto Point, Eleuthera Island, Bahamas. 

June 25 

North: Having briefly crossed the Potomac River into Maryland, Confederate cav¬ 
alry under General J. E. B. Stuart capture 125 Union wagons and 400 prisoners at 
Rockville. Then, while approaching the town of Haymarket, Stuart bumps against 
troops of the II Gorps under General Winfield S. Hancock. Stiff resistance induces 
him to continue circling farther east around the Union flank—and farther away 
from the Army of Northern Virginia. 
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South: General Joseph Hooker dispatches three corps under General John F. Reyn¬ 
olds to intercept the Army of Northern Virginia as it moves north, but the Federals 
depart too late and can only follow. 

General J. E. B. Stuart leads three cavalry brigades north from Salem Depot, 
Virginia, to join the main Gonfederate army north of the Potomac River. However, 
Stuart’s interpretation of his otherwise discretionary orders ultimately takes him 
away from the main theater of operations. Furthermore, they hinder Gonfederate 
intelligence-gathering abilities at a time when the whereabouts of pursuing Union 
forces are unknown. 

West: Union forces besieging Vicksburg, Mississippi, explode 2,200 pounds of gun¬ 
powder that had been tunneled under the 3rd Louisiana redoubt. Two regiments 
then try to rush a gap in Confederate defenses but are stopped by additional forti¬ 
fications farther back. 

Naval: The USS Crusader lands armed parties, which burn several houses along 
Pepper Creek, Point Comfort, Virginia, in retaliation for being fired on. 

The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runner Frolic near Crystal 
River, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury cap¬ 
tures the Union ship Constitution at sea. 

June 26 

North: General Jubal A. Early’s division of Confederates presses on through Get¬ 
tysburg, Pennsylvania, toward York. 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart continue detouring 23 
miles around Union forces, heading toward Fairfax Court House, Virginia. 

West: Large-scale fighting erupts between General William S. Rosecrans and General 
Braxton Bragg at ShelbyviUe, Tennessee. The Eederals sustain 45 dead, 463 injured, and 
13 missing while the Confederate tally amounts to 1,634, including many captured. 
Naval: Admiral Andrew H. Foote dies in New York City of wounds received at the 
siege of Fort Donelson in February 1862. 

The Confederate schooner CSS Archer under Lieutenant Charles W. Read boldly 
attacks and sinks the U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing at Portland, Maine, but 
subsequently surrenders to the USS Forest City after expending its last ammunition. 
This concludes the naval career of Read who, in the span of only 19 days, captures 
22 vessels, despite the 47 Union ships looking for him. 

A gunboat squadron consisting of the USS Commodore Barney, Commodore 
Morris, Western World, and Morse covers the landing of army troops at White House 
on the Pamunkey River, Virginia. 

Admiral David G. Farragut’s vessels, including USS Richmond, Genesee, and 
Essex commence a heavy bombardment of Confederate positions at Port Hudson, 
Louisiana. 

The American ship Pembroke, while navigating the Shimonoseki Straits of 
southern Japan, is fired on by coastal fortifications commanded by the local daimyo. 
No casualties or damage result, but the incident is reported to U.S. Navy authorities 
in Yokohama. 
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June 27 

North: President Abraham Lincoln appoints General George G. Meade to replace 
General Joseph Hooker as commander of the Army of the Potomac. 

General Robert E. Lee begins to consolidate the Army of Northern Virginia 
around Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, with a view toward threatening the state 
capital of Harrisburg. The towns of Carlisle and York are occupied temporarily by 
Southern forces. 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart clash with Union forces 
at Fairfax Court House, Virginia, taking some prisoners. He approaches the town 
eager to secure supplies abandoned by General Joseph Hooker but is surprised and 
nearly captured in a sudden charge by 86 troopers of the 11th New York Cavalry. 
Fortunately, Stuart and his suite are quickly rescued by the 1st North Carolina Cav¬ 
alry under Colonel Laurence S. Baker, who abruptly pushes the attackers back. The 
Confederate horsemen then easily occupy Fairfax Court House, dining on captured 
food, and helping themselves to ample supplies of boots and gloves. Stuart is appar¬ 
ently so pleased with himself that he intends to continue raiding the Union rear— 
instead of rejoining the Army of Northern Virginia as planned. His force crosses the 
Potomac River into Maryland that evening. 

Confederate forces under General Thomas H. Taylor attack Donaldsonville, 
Louisiana, but they are repelled. 

West: As Union forces under General William S. Rosecrans occupy Manchester, 
Tennessee, General Braxton Bragg decides to withdraw southward to stronger posi¬ 
tions at Chattanooga. 

Naval: The USS Tioga captures the British blockade-runner Julia near the Bahamas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
the Union whaler V H. Hill near Bermuda and releases it on a bond. 

June 28 

North: Confederate cavalry under General Albert G. Jenkins gallops to within four 
miles of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, alarming the population. 

General Robert E. Lee is startled to learn that Union forces are gathering at 
Frederick, Maryland, threatening his rear. Their exact intentions remain hazy as 
all of Lee’s cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart have departed on a raid deep into 
Union territory. The Confederates remain virtually blind for several days; therefore, 
Lee, as a precaution, orders his dispersed command to concentrate in the vicinity of 
Gettysburg, an important road junction in Pennsylvania. 

The division of General Jubal A. Early enters York, Pennsylvania, demanding 
shoes, clothing, rations, and $100,000. He has to be content with some minor sup¬ 
plies and $28,000. 

WEST: A column of Union infantry from the Army of the Cumberland captures 
Decherd, Tennessee, immediately following its evacuation by General Braxton 
Bragg’s Confederates. 

General John C. Pemberton, defending the vital Confederate bastion at Vicks¬ 
burg, Mississippi, is petitioned by his soldiers to surrender rather than see the entire 
force starve to death. After a seven-week siege, the final curtain is about to fall. 
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General Benjamin M. Prentiss, commanding the Union garrison at Helena, 
Arkansas, is apprised of an impending attack by Confederate forces under General 
Theophilus H. Holmes. He immediately strengthens his position and solicits gun¬ 
boat support from the navy. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel P. Lee detaches vessels from the North Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron to assist in the defense of Baltimore and Annapolis, Maryland. 

Armed boats from the USS Fort Henry capture the Confederate schooner Anna 
Maria in the Steinhatchee River, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury takes 
the Union ship City of Bath off the Brazilian coast. 

June 29 

North: George A. Custer is promoted to brevet brigadier general, of cavalry U.S. 
Army. 

The Army of the Potomac under General George G. Meade marches northward 
through Maryland to engage a marauding Confederate army. 

General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry, scouting for the Army of Northern Virginia, 
pause long enough at Halt’s Woods, Maryland, to wreck tracks belonging to the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Then they gallop off to Westminster, brushing aside 
some Union skirmishers. 

Naval: The USS Susquehanna and Kanawha capture the British blockade-runner 
Ann near Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

June 30 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln ignores continuing pressure to reappoint 
General George B. McClellan as head of the Army of the Potomac. 

North: General John F. Reynolds is ordered by General George M. Meade to 
occupy the road junction at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Several Confederate col¬ 
umns are presently converging on that very point. The town is then occupied by 
a cavalry division under General John Buford, who, recognizing the value of the 
intersection, prepares his command to defend it. He briefly tangles with a Confed¬ 
erate brigade that withdraws in the waning daylight. Those soldiers form part of 
General Henry Heth’s division, sent to Gettysburg to collect shoes, but when Heth 
reports the presence of Union forces to III Gorps commander General Ambrose 
P. Hill, Hill blithely dismisses the notion, insisting that the Federals were still in 
Maryland. 

Marauding Gonfederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart skirmish with 
Union troops under General Elon Farnsworth at Hanover, Pennsylvania. A battle 
then unfolds as Union reinforcements arrive under Generals Hugh J. Kilpatrick 
and George Guster while the Gonfederates are assisted by General Fitzhugh Lee. 
During intense fighting in the streets of the town, Stuart exposes himself recklessly 
and a countercharge by Kilpatrick nearly captures him. Stuart’s gray-clad troopers 
momentarily fall back to the edge of town to regroup, at which point Guster sends 
dismounted troopers to attack Confederate artillery on Stuart’s right and force 
them back. These troops then are driven off in turn, but Stuart is convinced that his 
force is imperiled so he breaks off contact by nightfall. Union losses are 19 dead, 73 
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injured, and 123 missing to a Confederate tally of nine killed, 50 wounded, and 58 
missing. The fight at Hanover, while inconclusive, holds dire implications for the 
rapidly unfolding events at Gettysburg, 10 miles west. Rather than join the Army of 
Northern Virginia concentrating there, Stuart takes an even wider detour around 
pursuing Union forces and rests for the evening at Dover, Pennsylvania. 

West: General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, outflanked by approaching 
Union forces, abandons Tullahoma, Tennessee, and begins to withdraw across the 
Tennessee River toward Chattanooga. 

Naval: The USS Ossipee captures the Confederate schooner Helena off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

July 1 

Politics: The Missouri State Convention votes to end slavery on July 4,1870. 
North: On this fateful morning, the Confederate division of General Henry 
Heth forages in the vicinity of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, when they unexpectedly 
encounter dismounted Union cavalry under General John Buford. A sharp battle 
quickly develops as the Southerners impulsively charge and are repulsed by rapidly 
firing Spencer carbines. General William D. Pender’s division then arrives to assist 
Heth just as the Union I Corps under General John F. Reynolds begins to deploy 
around Gettysburg. Reynolds is killed early on, and his celebrated Iron Brigade suf¬ 
fers severely as terrific fighting erupts along McPherson’s Ridge. Gradually, Federal 
troops yield to the mounting Confederate onslaught and are driven back into the 
town. Combat intensifies further as Generals Oliver O. Howard and Abner Double¬ 
day arrive with the XI and III Gorps, respectively, as does the entire Confederate II 
Corps of General Richard S. Ewell. Quick maneuvering allows the rebels to roll up 
Howard’s line, and soon union troops are also streaming through Gettysburg in 
confusion. 

Disaster is averted when General Winfield S. Hancock comes galloping up at 
the head of his II Corps and occupies high ground immediately below Gettysburg 
along Cemetery Hill. He then rallies the shaken survivors of I and XI Corps, further 
strengthening the Union line. At this juncture, General Robert E. Lee rides up to 
supervise affairs and orders Ewell’s corps to attack Union positions “if possible.” 
Ewell, however, is concerned about the exhausted condition of his men and the 
strength of the craggy hills before him, so no attack ever develops. The absence 
of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at the head of the II Corps is never more keenly 
felt. Ewell’s well-intentioned delay grants Union forces a badly needed respite and 
allows the bulk of the Army of the Potomac to occupy excellent defensive terrain 
around Gettysburg that evening. General George G. Meade arrives on the battle¬ 
field at midnight and, after reviewing his positions, determines to defend them on 
the morrow. Casualties for the day amount to 9,000 Federals and 6,800 Confeder¬ 
ates. The Southerners obtain a fine tactical victory but inadvertently fumble their 
chances for a strategic one. 

A Confederate staff rider finally locates the elusive cavalry of General J. E. B. 
Stuart and orders him to join General Robert E. Lee at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
with all haste. 
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South: Elements of the IV and VII Corps, Army of the Potomac, under Generals 
George W. Getty and Erasmus D. Keyes, respectively, press ahead from White House, 
Virginia, in the direction of South Anna River and Bottom’s Bridge. 

General Daniel H. HUl gains temporary command of the Department of Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia, to help thwart recent Union advances. 

WEST: General William S. Rosecrans climaxes his successful Tullahoma Campaign 
by bloodlessly occupying Chattanooga, Tennessee. This is one of the outstanding 
contests of maneuvering during the war, and he performs brilliantly. 

General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding 32,000 men at Jackson, Mississippi, 
begins to push forward to assist the Confederate defenders of Vicksburg. En route, 
he finds his path blocked by the XV Corps of General William T. Sherman, strongly 
deployed behind the Big Black River. 

July 2 

Politics: Confederate vice president Alexander H. Stephens writes to President 
Abraham Lincoln about prisoner exchanges and potential discussions to end the 
war. Lincoln declares that he is not interested. 

North: At Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 75,000 Confederates confront 85,000 Eeder- 
als whose defensive line resembles a fish hook with its right anchored on Culp’s 
Hill to the north and then running the length of Cemetery Ridge to a large hill 
called Little Round Top on its extreme left. General George G. Meade, an engineer 
by training, skillfully crams nearly the entire Army of the Potomac on the rugged, 
low-lying hills and carefully places his men and batteries to make the rough terrain 
work against the Confederates. The scenario is crystal clear to General James Long- 
street, who remonstrates against attacking further and urges General Robert E. Lee 
to withdraw. Lee, however, determines to defeat the enemy where he finds them. 
Over Longstreet’s continuing objections, he orders strong advances on both Union 
flanks. On the right, Ewell makes several futile and costly attempts to storm Culp’s 
Hill, ably defended by General George S. Greene’s New Yorkers, and finally earns a 
minor foothold on Cemetery Hill. This lodgment subsequently is lost to a sudden 
charge by the Union XII Corps at dawn the following day. 

The bulk of fighting occurs at the Union left where Longstreet orchestrates a 
major drive of several divisions. The massed Confederates then suddenly encounter 
the Union 111 Corps of General Dan E. Sickles, who, against orders, pushes his com¬ 
mand a mile ahead of the main defensive line while seeking better positions. The 
result creates an exposed salient that Generals John B. Hood and Lafayette McLaws 
charge and force themselves through, routing Sickles in the process and carrying 
the Peach Orchard, the Wheatfield, and Devil’s Den after strenuous combat. At one 
point, the Southern advance actually carries them through the Union center, but a 
sharp countercharge by General Winfield S. Hancock seals the gap and pushes the 
Confederates back downhill. The crisis of the day develops on the extreme Union 
left at Little Round Top, which has been left ungarrisoned and on which the Con¬ 
federates rapidly march. Southern artillery posted here could perilously command 
the entire Union left center but, at the last possible moment. General Gouverneur 
K. Warren rushes men and guns up on top of the hill to prevent a possible disaster. 
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The First Minnesota Infantry fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg, where it incurred the highest casualty rate of 
any unit in the Civil War (The National Guard Heritage) 


A tremendous firefight then unfolds between Colonel Joshua Chamberlain s 20th 
Maine and an Alabama brigade sent to dislodge them. Chamberlain, his ammunition 
spent and with men falling fast around him, orders a last-ditch bayonet charge down 
the slopes of Little Round Top that routs the Confederates and saves Meade’s left 
flank. Both sides subsequently draw off in the waning daylight to assess their losses 
and gird for another day of sacrifice. Meade, during a late night strategy session, then 
correctly predicts that Lee, foiled on either flank, will direct the bulk of his efforts at 
the Union center. This proves the most fortuitous intuition of the war—and, over¬ 
night, Meade rushes men and artillery to the threatened sector in advance. 

Late in the afternoon. General J. E. B. Stuart stumbles into the headquarters of 
General Robert E. Lee at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. An exasperated Lee, who entered 
the fight without accurate information for lack of proper reconnaissance, curtly 
declares, “Well, General Stuart, you are here at last.” 

West: Gonfederate cavalry under Colonel William L. Jackson and Union troopers 
led by General William W. Averill spar at Beverly, West Virginia. 
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General John H. Morgan leads 2,500 Confederate cavalry across the Cumber¬ 
land River at Burkesville, Tennessee, on an extended foray through Kentucky, Indi¬ 
ana, and Ohio. 

Naval: The USS Samuel Rotan seizes the Confederate schooner Champion off the 
Piantatank River, Virginia. 

The USS Cayuga captures the Confederate sloop Blue Bell in the Mermentau 
River, Louisiana. 

The USS Covington captures the Confederate steamer Eureka near Commerce, 
Mississippi. 

The USS Juanita captures the British blockade-runner Don Jose at sea. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Anna P. Schmidt in the South Atlantic. 

July 3 

North: Throughout the morning. General Robert E. Lee masses additional infantry 
and artillery along Missionary Ridge, intending to crush the Union center. Again he 
does so over the protests of General James Longstreet, who favors a wide turning 
movement around the Union left. But Lee prevails, and at 1:00 p.m., the 140 cannon 
of General Alexander E. Porter commence to bombard the Union line. The Eeder- 
als fight back with 100 cannon of their own, initiating the largest artillery duel in 
American history. Most of the Southern ordnance fired overshoots the Union line, 
inflicting only minor damage, and after an hour, the Union cannon cease shooting 
to conserve ammunition. At 3:00 p.m., 15,000 Confederates from the divisions of 
Generals George E. Pickett, Johnston Pettigrew, and Isaac Trimble advance from the 
nearby wood lines in paradelike fashion. They traverse what amounts to an absolute 
killing ground, for the Union batteries are sited carefully to achieve mutual and 
interlocking fields of fire. Losing heavily at every step, the Southerners nonethe¬ 
less close the distance and are greeted with concentrated rifle fire. Only a handful 
of surviving Confederates penetrate Meade’s line and are quickly swallowed up or 
thrown back by Union reserves. Eventually, thousands of wounded and stunned 
survivors—about half the number committed—stream back across the field toward 
Seminary Ridge in abject defeat. Lee, surveying the carnage, is heard to murmur, 
“It’s all my fault, my fault.” 

One act remained to play out. Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart, 
conspicuously absent in the first two days of fighting, are now ordered to seek out 
and assail the Union rear. En route, Stuart encounters Union cavalry under General 
David M. Gregg, who fights the Southerners to a standstill in one of the biggest 
cavalry encounters of the war. The overworked brigade of General George A. Custer 
particularly distinguishes itself in repeated, headlong charges, after which Stuart 
draws back, his mission unfulfilled. 

The debacle at Gettysburg represents the high tide of Confederate fortunes. Lee’s 
ill-advised switch from a strategic to tactical offensive fails and proves prohibitively 
costly. Three days of ferocious combat against an enemy enjoying terrain advantages 
deprives the Army of Northern Virginia of 2,592 killed, 12,709 wounded, and 5,150 
missing (20,451)—the actual loss may have been upward of 28,000—a horrific toll 
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of irreplaceable, trained manpower. The Army of the Potomac opposing him, while 
victorious, is also savaged, sustaining 3,155 dead, 14,529 injured, and 5,365 miss¬ 
ing (23,049). Magnifying the Union victory is the fact that the North can far more 
easily make up such losses. So with Gettysburg, along with events farther west at 
Vicksburg, a turning point is reached in the course of military events and fortunes. 
From this date forward, it is no longer a matter of if the Confederacy will lose its 
bid for independence but rather when. 

South: Union forces abandon Suffolk, Virginia, and withdraw back to Norfolk. 
West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan skirmish with Union 
troops at Columbia, Kentucky, and sustain considerable loss. 

The Army of the Cumberland crosses the Elk River, Tennessee, at which point 
General William S. Rosecrans halts his pursuit of General Braxton Bragg. The Tul- 
lahoma campaign to maneuver his adversary out of strong defensive positions suc¬ 
ceeds brilliantly, costing Union forces 560 casualties to a Confederate tally of 1,634, 
11 cannon, and several tons of supplies captured. 

General John C. Pemberton and General Ulysses S. Grant arrange an armistice 
and confer about surrender terms at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Grant bluntly informs 
his opposite: “You will be allowed to march out, the officers taking with them their 
side arms and clothing, and the field, staff, and cavalry officers one horse each. The 
rank and file will be allowed all their clothing but no other property.” 

General Theophilus H. Holmes, leading the Gonfederate District of Arkansas, 
assembles an army of 7,600 infantry and cavalry to attack Union positions at Hel¬ 
ena, Arkansas. His opponent. General Benjamin M. Prentiss, is amply forewarned, 
diligent, and well prepared for battle. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Fort Henry capture the Confederate sloop Emma 
off Sea Horse Key, Florida. 

The onset of surrender negotiations at Vicksburg, Mississippi, signals an end to 
the ongoing bombardment there. Naval personnel fire 16,000 rounds from a variety 
of ships, gunboats, and mortar boats, in addition to 13 heavy naval guns hauled and 
handled ashore. 

July 4 

Politics: Confederate vice president Alexander H. Stephens rides the CSS Torpedo 
down the James River under a flag of truce and steams to Hampton Roads, Vir¬ 
ginia. There he hopes to meets with Union officials in an attempt to spur dialogue 
between the two governments, but Federal authorities turn him back. 

North: Despite pleas and entreaties from President Abraham Lincoln, General 
George G. Meade declines to pursue or hound the fleeing Confederates. In light 
of the horrific casualties recently sustained by his Army of the Potomac, its many 
officer losses and depleted units, his reluctance is understandable. 

The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee withdraws in good 
order from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and marches for Williamsport, Maryland, to 
recross the Potomac River back to Virginia. Progress is slow owing to incessant rain 
and a wagon train of wounded stretching 17 miles, but the Eederals decline to push 
the Southerners hard. 
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West: General John H. Morgan’s Confederate cavalry are rebuffed at Green River 
Bridge, Kentucky. 

Vicksburg surrenders to General Ulysses S. Grant after a brutal, seven-week 
siege. Union losses for the entire campaign amount to roughly 800 killed, 3,900 
injured, and 200 missing out of 77,000 committed. The Confederates suffer 900 
dead, 2,500 wounded, 200 missing, and 29,491 captured. Surrender at Vicksburg 
also facilitated the capture of Port Hudson, downstream, four days later. The Con¬ 
federacy now is cut completely in twain along the Mississippi River, with virtually 
no ability left to transfer desperately needed food, manpower, or munitions to either 
side. Thanks to Grant’s offensive brilliance, tactical savvy, and ruthlessness to suc¬ 
ceed, another tipping point has been reached in military affairs—henceforth, there 
is no turning back. “Grant is my man,” an ebullient president Abraham Lincoln 
beams, “and 1 am his the rest of the war.” 

Union forces defending Helena, Arkansas, under General Benjamin M. Prentiss 
withstand a determined Confederate attack from Generals Theophilus H. Holmes 
and Sterling Price. At about 5:00 a.m.. Price launches an early morning assault 
that manages to overrun Union Battery C, but that post then is bombarded thor¬ 
oughly by surrounding batteries and the gunboat USS Tyler on the Mississippi 
River. Unable to make further headway and unwilling to withstand the a withering 
cannonade. Price concedes defeat and withdraws at about 11:00 a.m. Southern 
losses in this badly bungled venture are 380 killed, 1,100 wounded, and another 
1,100 taken captive from 7,600 present. The 4,100 Federals lose only 239 killed, 
wounded, or missing. 

Chief Little Crow, who initiated the Santee (Sioux) uprising in Minnesota 
almost a year earlier, is shot dead by farmers while picking berries. 

Naval: Following Vicksburg’s capitulation. Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboat 
squadron hoists anchor and sails south to facilitate Port Hudson’s reduction. 

The Federal gunboat USS Tyler intervenes decisively in the defense of Helena, 
Arkansas, against large Confederate forces, and heavy fire prompts them to retreat. 

July 5 

North: The retreating Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee skir¬ 
mishes with pursuing Union forces at Cunningham’s Cross Roads, Pennsylvania. 
South: General Henry W. Wessels leads a Union expedition from Plymouth, North 
Carolina, toward Confederate troop concentrations at nearby Williamston. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan skirmish with Union 
troops at Bardstown and Lebanon, Kentucky, taking 400 prisoners. Among the Con¬ 
federates slain is Morgan’s younger brother Thomas. 

General William T. Sherman marches from Vicksburg, Mississippi, with 40,000 
men in three corps (11 divisions) under Generals Frederick Steele, Edward O. C. 
Ord, and John G. Parke to recapture Jackson. His first mission is to drive Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston’s army from behind the Big Black River. The contending 
forces skirmish along Birdsong Ferry before Union troops construct several bridges 
and begin to ford. Johnston then retires in good order back to Jackson as Sherman 
methodically pushes his army forward in pursuit. 
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July 6 

North: The battered Confederate Army of Northern Virginia tramps through Hag¬ 
erstown, Maryland, unhurried and in excellent marching order. The column then 
halts at Williamsport to construct pontoon bridges, but the rain-swollen Potomac 
River remains unfordable for several days. In a desperate and heroic rearguard 
action. General John D. Imboden thwarts a surprise attack on the Confederate 
wagon train by General Hugh J. Kilpatrick and John Buford. Imboden skillfully 
resists until reinforcements under General J. E. B. Stuart arrive and force the Union 
troopers off 

West: The Knights of the Golden Circle, a violent Copperhead group, seize guns 
and ammunition from a Federal arsenal at Huntington, Indiana. 

General William T. Sherman continues pursuing Confederate forces under Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston to the vicinity of Jackson, Mississippi. 

Naval: Admiral John A. Dahlgren relieves Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont of com¬ 
mand of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron off Port Royal, South Carolina. 
Du Pont’s removal is as much about mounting friction with Secretary of the Navy 
Gideon Welles as it is about his failure before Charleston. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate blockade-runner Lady Maria off 
Clearwater, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ship Express off the Brazilian coast. 

July 7 

Politics: President Abraham Fincoln, buoyed by the news of Vicksburg’s sur¬ 
render, writes, “if General Meade can complete his work, so gloriously prosecuted 
thus far, by the literal or substantial destruction of Fee’s army, the rebellion will 
be over.” 

North: The Army of the Potomac under General George G. Meade reoccupies 
Maryland Heights, Maryland, while President Abraham Fincoln frets over the lack 
of a more vigorous pursuit. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan skirmish with Union 
troops at ShepherdsviUe, Kentucky. 

General Joseph E. Johnston deploys 26,000 in earthworks in and around Jack- 
son, Mississippi, awaiting an onslaught by superior Union forces under General 
William T. Sherman. He possesses the divisions of General William W. boring, John 
C. Breckinridge, Samuel G. French, and William H. T. Walker, along with a cavalry 
division under William H. Jackson. 

Southwest: Colonel Kit Carson recruits Ute and Zuni Indians in his continuing 
campaign against the Navajo. 

Naval: Confederate raiders under Colonel John H. Morgan seize the steamers John 
T. McCombs and Alice Dean at Brandenburg, Kentucky 

The USS Monongahela and New London trade shots with Confederates batteries 
near DonaldsonviUe, Fouisiana. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Fieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
the Union ship Sunrise, releasing it on a bond. 
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July 8 

North: General Andrew A. Humphreys is designated chief of staff, Army of the 
Potomac. 

South: Generals Nathaniel P. Banks and Franklin Gardner negotiate for the sur¬ 
render of Port Hudson, Louisiana. Gardner, while low on food, initially balks at 
capitulation until hearing of Vicksburg’s demise. 

West: General John H. Morgan crosses the Ohio River at Cumming’s Ferry, Ken¬ 
tucky, and begins to raid Indiana and southern Ohio. There is some apprehension 
that Morgan’s presence might rekindle pro-Confederate Copperhead activities in 
that region. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Restless and Rosalie seize the Confederate schoo¬ 
ner Ann in Horse Creek, Florida. 

A Federal gunboat squadron sails 500 miles up the Ohio River to help thwart 
a Confederate cavalry raid mounted by Colonel John H. Morgan. En route, they 
recapture the steamers John T. McCombs and Alice Dean. 

July 9 

South: An accidental ordnance explosion at Fort Lyon, Virginia, kills 20 Union 
soldiers and wounds 14 more. 

General Quincy A. Gillmore orders the landing of troops on James Island, west 
of Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, as a diversion prior to launch¬ 
ing an all-out assault on Battery Wagner. The operation concludes without serious 
resistance. 

After a heroic, 47-day siege. Confederate general Franklin Gardner surrenders 
Port Hudson, Louisiana, to the Army of the Gulf under General Nathaniel P. Banks. 
The Southerners lose roughly 146 killed, 447 wounded and 6,400 captured while 
Union losses top 708 dead, 3,336 injured, and 319 missing. Another 4,000 to 5,000 
men are incapacitated by disease or heat stroke. But victory here removes the last 
Confederate obstruction on the Mississippi River, which can now be navigated 
freely as far north as St. Louis, Missouri. 

West: General John H. Morgan’s Confederate raiders skirmish with Union troops 
at Corydon, Indiana. 

General William T. Sherman and three corps continue advancing on Jackson, 
Mississippi, skirmishing while approaching the town of Clinton. General Joseph 
E. Johnston, commanding the Confederate Department of the West, hastily makes 
preparations to resist his onslaught. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Tahoma seize a large flatboat loaded with sup¬ 
plies near Manatee River, Florida. 

July 10 

North: Quincy A. Gillmore is promoted to major general, U.S. Army, replacing 
General David Hunter as commander of the Department of the South. He inherits 
a force of 11,000 soldiers, 350 cannon, and 400 engineers, along with orders to cap¬ 
ture Charleston, South Carolina. This he prepares to do in earnest. 

General Robert E. Lee begins to concentrate his forces around Williamsport, 
Maryland, while Union forces skirmish with his rear guard. 
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South: The siege of Charleston, South Carolina, begins as General Quincy A. 
Gillmore lands 3,700 Federal troops of General George C. Strong’s brigade on 
Morris Island, overpowering Confederate forces stationed there. Gillmore next 
begins to prepare to carry Battery Wagner, a strategic point garrisoned by General 
William B. Taliaferro. This officer commands 900 men and several cannon in a 
stout, low-lying sand-and-palmetto fortification whose strength belies its nonde¬ 
script appearance. Many Northerners also regard Charleston as the “cradle of the 
Confederacy,” and its capture remains a political imperative. Initial operations 
here cost Union forces 15 dead and 91 injured; Confederate losses are 294 killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

As a diversion for the impending assault against Battery Wagner, Gilmore 
dispatches Colonel Thomas W. Higginson on an expedition to burn a bridge on 
the South Edisto River below Morris Island. This consists of 250 men of his own 
1st South Carolina Colored Infantry and the 1st Connecticut Battery, carried by 
a steamer, a tug, and a transport. Things quickly go awry when progress up the 
Edisto halts at the confluence of the Ron Ron River, where sharp timber spikes 
were thrown across the river’s neck. While negotiating these obstacles, the tug 
Governor Milton and the transport Enoch Dean ground while being shelled by 
Confederate land batteries along Willstown Bluff After several failed attempts 
to attack the bridge, Higgson orders the grounded ships burned, and he steams 
back to base. 

West: Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan skirmish with Union 
troops at Salem, Indiana. 

A quick raid on Union City, Tennessee, by Confederate troops under Colonel J. 
B. Biffle nets 100 Federal prisoners. 

Union forces under General William T. Sherman begin to invest the state capital 
of Jackson, Mississippi, intending to drive off Confederates under General Joseph 
E. Johnston. 

Naval: The USS Shenandoah and Ethan Allen sortie from Boston Navy Yard, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, to scour the seas for the Confederate raider CSS Elorida. 

Admiral John A. Dahlgren initiates a second naval siege of Charleston, South 
Carolina, by bombarding Confederate positions on Morris Island. The ironclads 
USS Nahant, Weehawken, Catskill, and Montauk subsequently are damaged by Con¬ 
federate artillery fire, none seriously. This attack also signals another prolonged 
period of shelling at Charleston. 

The USS New London, steaming from Donaldsonville, Louisiana, to New 
Orleans, is attacked en route by Confederate artillery and damaged. 

July 11 

Diplomacy: American minister to Britain Charles F. Adams strongly denounces 
the British practice of building ironclads and outfitting blockade-runners for the 
Confederacy. He makes clear to Foreign Secretary Earl John Russell that Northern 
patience is running out over such transgressions. 

North: The implementation of the draft law stirs resentment among New York’s 
lower classes, which are mostly Irish and highly resentful toward African Americans. 
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South: General Daniel H. Hill is appointed lieutenant general, C.S.A., over the 
objections of President Jefferson Davis, who resents Hill’s criticism of his good 
friend and confidant General Braxton Bragg. 

A Union assault on Battery Wagner, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, is 
launched by General Quincy A. Gillmore. The force consists of several companies 
of the 7th Connecticut, backed up by additional men from the 9th Maine and 76th 
Pennsylvania. However, Gillmore seriously underestimates Southern defenses and 
is unaware that the garrison had been enlarged to 1,200 men recently. Owing to 
the island’s peculiar geography, aU attacks funneling along a narrow strip of beach 
are amply covered by the fort’s heavy cannon. The ensuing assault is easily beaten 
back with a Union loss of 49 killed, 123 wounded, and 167 missing while the Con¬ 
federates sustain only six dead and six wounded. The besiegers then bring up an 
assortment of 40-rifled cannon and mortars and maintain a relentless barrage until 
another attack can be mounted. 

Naval: The USS Yankee captures the Confederate schooner Cassandra at Jones Point 
on the Rappahannock River. 

July 12 

North: The Army of the Potomac under General George G. Meade advances to 
Williamsport, Maryland, to confront the Army of Northern Virginia under General 
Robert E. Lee. Once Meade beholds the array of Confederate earthworks stretching 
for several miles, however, he relents from attacking and builds fortifications of his 
own. 

West: General John H. Morgan’s raiding party reaches Vernon, Indiana. 

Troops under Generals William T. Sherman and Joseph E. Johnston spar in the 
vicinity of Clinton, Mississippi. Union forces unleash a lengthy bombardment of 
Confederate fortifications, and suddenly a brigade under Colonel Isaac Pugh attacks 
Confederate redoubts defended by General John C. Breckinridge. Pugh does so 
unsupported and without authorization, losing 500 out of 800 men. Consequently, 
General Jacob G. Lauman, Pugh’s divisional commander, is relieved of command. 
Naval: The USS Penobscot forces the Confederate blockade-runner Kate ashore at 
Smith’s Island, North Carolina, but fails to destroy it. 

July 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln admonishes General John M. Schofield, com¬ 
manding in Missouri, over his arrest of William McKee, editor of the St. Louis Mis¬ 
souri Democrat, for alleged antiwar activity. 

North: Violent antidraft riots erupt in New York shortly after the first names are 
drawn for induction. At length, a seething mob of 50,000 Irish emigres attacks the 
draft office, burning it to the ground. During the next four days, violence escalates 
until Federal troops are brought in to restore order. More than 1,000 people, prin¬ 
cipally African Americans targeted by the Irish, are killed or injured. 

At Williamsport, Maryland, General Robert E. Lee orders pontoon bridges 
thrown immediately across the Potomac River, as waters levels begin to subside. 
That same day. General George G. Meade orders a cavalry reconnaissance of Gon- 
federate positions at Williamsport for the following morning. 
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South: The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee begins to 
cross the Potomac River back into Virginia, ending his celebrated and costly second 
invasion of the North. 

Major fighting erupts along Bayou La Lourche, Louisiana, as the Union brigades 
of Colonel Nathan A. M. Dudley and Joseph S. Morgan advance down both banks to 
dislodge a Confederate force under General Joseph Green. Green, however, decides 
to strike first and, with only 700 troops at his disposal, strikes Dudley on both flanks 
simultaneously. The Federal force quickly folds and falls back in confusion. On the 
east bank, Morgan’s brigade advances to engage with a smaller party of 400 Confed¬ 
erates, but their commander inexplicably panics and withdraws. The emboldened 
Southerners then charge, routing their opponents. The disgraced Morgan retreats 
all the way back to Donaldsonville, Louisiana, where he is accused of inebriation 
and is discharged. 

West: General John H. Morgan takes his Confederate cavalry into Ohio, and mar¬ 
tial law is declared in Cincinnati. 

Yazoo City and Natchez, Mississippi, fall to Union forces under General Lrancis 
J. Herron. 

Naval: Commodore Hiram Paulding positions gunboats around New York City to 
help restore order during the draft riots there. 

The USS Katahdin captures the British blockade-runner Excelsior at San Luis 
Pass, Texas. 

The USS Forest Rose and Petrel capture the Confederate steamer Elmira on the 
Tensas River, Louisiana. 

The USS Rattler and Manitou capture the Confederate steamer Louisville in the 
Little Red River, Louisiana. 

A river squadron consisting of the USS Baron de Kalb, Kenwood, Signal, New 
National, and Black Hawk convoys 5,000 Union troops up the Yazoo River to attack 
Yazoo City, Mississippi. The town falls, and 17 Confederate vessels are scuttled, but 
the Baron de Kalb hits a mine and sinks. 

Commander David S. McDougal of the USS Wyoming, apprised of the unpro¬ 
voked attack on the American vessel Pembroke in the Shimonoseki Straits, Japan, 
weighs anchor at Yokohama and prepares to deal directly with the offenders. 

July 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, disillusioned by General George G. Meade’s 
lax pursuit of retreating Confederates, indelicately informs him, “Your golden 
opportunity is gone and 1 am distressed immeasurably because of it.” 

North: The Army of Northern Virginia steadily evacuates Willamsport, Maryland, 
after throwing pontoon bridges across the Potomac River and marching back into 
Virginia. The main force arrives in safety, leaving behind two divisions under Gen¬ 
eral Henry Heth as a rear guard. However, at 7:00 a.m.. General George A. Custer’s 
cavalry brigade sweeps into nearby Palling Waters, rounding up several stragglers. 
General John Buford’s division is also en route, but General Hugh J. Kilpatrick 
arrives first and orders two companies of the 6th Michigan Cavalry to charge two 
entire Confederate brigades. They sacrifice themselves heroically, and in the ensuing 
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melee manage to mortally wound the capable Confederate general James J. Petti¬ 
grew, a popular and effective officer. Custer then throws the balance of his regiment 
forward as skirmishers, just as Buford’s division deploys behind the Southerners. 
In brief fighting, the Federals capture 719 prisoners, three battle flags, and two can¬ 
non, but Confederate losses would have been far greater had Kilpatrick restrained 
himself until all his cavalry was up in force. This action concludes General Robert 
E. Lee’s second invasion of the north. 

South: Union forces capture Fort Powhatan on the James River, Virginia, which 
opens that waterway to naval forces as far as Drewry’s Bluff. 

WEST: General John H. Morgan’s Confederate raiders skirmish with Union troops 
at Camp Dennison, outside Cincinnati, Ohio. 

General Joseph E. Johnston, entrenched at Jackson, Mississippi, Jearns of a 
large Federal ammunition supply wagon headed from Vicksburg to reinforce the 
army of General William T. Sherman before him. He thereupon dispatches his 
entire cavalry force under General William H. Jackson to intercept these supplies 
and preclude Sherman’s anticipated bombardment. After the effort fails, Johnston 
feels he has little recourse but to abandon the town in the face of overwhelming 
numbers. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat squadron under Admiral Samuel P. Lee consisting of 
USS Sagamon, Lehigh, Mahaska, Morse, Commodore Barry, Commodore Jones, Sho- 
kokon, and Seymour capture Fort Powhatan on the James River, Virginia. 

The USS R. R. Cuyler captures the Confederate steamer Kate Dale off the Tor- 
tugas, Florida. 

The USS Jasmine seizes the Confederate sloop Relampago off the Florida Keys. 

July 1 5 

Politics: Stricken by news of Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Port Hudson, a somber 
president Jefferson Davis intones, “The clouds are truly dark over us.” 

West: Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan, stymied by stiffening 
Federal resistance, swing west of Cincinnati, preparing to recross the Ohio River. 
Union forces on both land and water are in hot pursuit and are closing the gap. 
Southwest: After the Arkansas River becomes fordable. Union general James G. 
BJunt assembles 3,000 men (mostly Indians and African Americans) and two bat¬ 
teries for a preemptive strike against 6,000 Confederates gathering at Elk Creek, 
Indian Territory. He intends to disperse General Douglas H. Cooper’s command 
before he is reinforced by 3,000 additional Confederates under General William 
L. Cabell. Should such a preponderance of numbers concentrate, they will force 
Eederal troops to surrender Eort Gibson, Indiana Territory, thereby ceding control 
of the region to the South. 

Naval: The USS Yankee captures the Confederate schooner Nanjemoy in the Coan 
River, Virginia. 

Armed boats from the USS Stars and Stripes and Somerset destroy Confederate 
saltworks at Marsh’s Island, Florida. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate steamer Lizzie off the Flor¬ 
ida coast. 



1863 


Chronology 331 


July 16 

South: Union troops under General Alfred H. Terry repel a determined Confeder¬ 
ate attack on James Island, South Carolina, despite heavy shelling from Grimball’s 
Landing on the nearby Stono River. 

West: General Joseph E. Johnston begins a nighttime evacuation of Jackson, Missis¬ 
sippi, rather than face envelopment by General William T. Sherman. He accordingly 
falls back across the Pearl River in the darkness and withdraws to Morton, 30 miles 
farther east. Confederate casualties in the “siege” of Jackson total about 600 while 
Sherman’s losses are 1,122. 

Naval: The steamer Imperial docks at New Orleans, Louisiana, from St. Louis, Mis¬ 
souri. It is the first vessel to travel the Mississippi River in uninterrupted fashion for 
more than two years. 

The USS Pawnee and Marblehead are hit repeatedly during a Confederate assault 
on Union positions on James Island, South Carolina. They nonetheless respond 
with heavy supporting fire, and the attackers are driven off with loss. 

Armed boats from the USS Port Royal seize a cotton shipment ready for depar¬ 
ture through the blockade at Apalachicola, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury cap¬ 
tures the Union ship Prince of Wales and releases it on a bond. 

The USS Wyoming under Commander David S. McDougal is fired on by sev¬ 
eral Japanese shore batteries while passing Shimonoseki Straits, Japan. A flotilla of 
small junks and steamers then sorties to engage him. Wyoming counters by firing 
heavy guns at close range, completely gutting the Japanese vessels and silencing the 
batteries. American losses are four dead and seven wounded. The attack had been 
mounted by the daimyo of Chosu, who determines to embarrass the Tokugawa 
shogunate and possibly hasten its downfall. 

Confederate naval agent James D. Bulloch contracts with the French firm of 
Lucien Arman to construct an ironclad warship that eventually emerges as CSS 
Stonewall. 

July 17 

South: Federal siege guns continue flailing away at Battery Wagner, Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, in preparation for a second assault. The 1,300 Confederate 
defenders remain safely ensconced in their bombproofs and, despite a deluge of ord¬ 
nance pouring down on them, suffer only eight killed and 20 wounded in two days. 
West: Jackson, Mississippi, falls a second time to Union forces under General William 
T. Sherman. He orders the division of General Frank R Blair to protect the civilian pop¬ 
ulation from looting, but the town is sacked nonetheless by vengeful Northerners. 
Southwest: A force of 3,000 Union troops under General James G. Blunt attack Gen¬ 
eral Douglas H. Cooper’s 6,000 Confederate Choctaw, Cherokee, and Texans at Honey 
Springs, Indian Territory. Cooper enjoys larger numbers, but Blunt possesses more 
cannon and higher-quality ammunition. Following a protracted artillery duel. Blunt 
sends his 1st Kansas Colored Infantry and 2nd Indian Home Guard forward against 
the Confederate center. They are received hotly by the dismounted 20th and 29th Texas 
Cavalry, whose heavy fire routs the Federal Indians. This induces the Texans to charge 
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home against the 1st Colored, which bravely holds its ground and allows the scream¬ 
ing rebels to approach closely before devastating them with point-blank volleys. The 
Texans suddenly turn and run, taking a large part of Cooper’s center with them. 

Aggressive by nature. Blunt advances and outflanks Douglas twice before his 
Indians mount a whooping counterattack that fails, but that buys them sufficient 
time to cross the Elk River to safety. Union forces then charge into the Confederate 
encampment at Elk Creek, burning tons of valuable supplies and safely withdrawing 
before General William L. Cabell’s division arrives. Blunt’s prompt action saves the 
Indian Territory for the Union. Honey Springs is also the largest encounter waged 
in the Indian territory; Union losses are recorded as 13 dead and 47 captured to a 
Confederate loss estimated at 134 killed and wounded, with 47 missing. Curiously, 
this was the first time that Native Americans found themselves pitted against Afri¬ 
can Americans, who greatly distinguished themselves in combat. 

Naval: The Federal ram USS Monarch assists Union troops in recapturing Hick¬ 
man, Kentucky, from Confederate cavalry. 

July 18 

South: A second Federal assault on Battery Wagner, Charleston Harbor, South Car¬ 
olina, devolves on two brigades of 6,000 men under Colonel H. S. Putnam and Gen¬ 
eral Thomas G. Stevenson. The attack, which kicks off at 7:45 p.m., is courageously 
spearheaded by Colonel Robert G. Shaw’s African-American 54th Massachusetts, 
which, ignoring heavy fire and losses, clambers up the Confederate parapet and 
plants its flag. Consequently, Sergeant William H. Carney becomes the first Afri¬ 
can-American soldier to win the Medal of Honor in this conflict. Other Union col¬ 
umns also score minor lodgments elsewhere, but the roused Confederates quickly 
contain or eject all of them. Extremely heavy losses ensue, including five out of six 
regimental commanders, and General Quincy A. Gillmore calls off the attempt. 
Union casualties total 246 dead, 880 wounded, and 389 missing (1,515), including 
the heroic Colonel Shaw. Moreover, the exemplary conduct of his 54th Massachu¬ 
setts Infantry affords dramatic proof that African Americans will and can fight well 
if only given the chance. The Confederates, meanwhile, suffer only 36 killed, 133 
wounded, and five missing. This latest repulse induces Gilmore to initiate formal 
siege operations. 

General Edward E. Potter leads a Federal expedition from New Bern, North 
Carolina, against nearby Rocky Mount. 

General John G. Foster takes command of the Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

West: A skirmish at Pomeroy, Ohio, indicates that Federal troops are closing their 
noose around Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan. 

Naval: Gunfire from the USS Jacob Bell, Resolute, and Racer drive off Confederate 
infantry attempting to capture the Federal vessel George Peabody, which had run 
aground at Matthias Point, Virginia. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren’s ironclad squadron, consisting of the USS Mon- 
tauk. New Ironsides, Catskill, Nantucket, Weehawken, and Patapsco, lends heavy sup¬ 
porting fire during the failed assault on Battery Wagner. Firing begins at 12:00 p.m., 
and the vessels close to within 300 yards of Confederate works, but the moment 
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The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment fighting on Morris Island, where their heroic actions in 
battle helped dispel skepticism in those who believed that blacks could not be good soldiers (The National 
Guard Heritage) 


his vessels cease fire to allow for the Union infantry assault, the defenders suddenly 
reemerge and repulse them. 

The USS De Soto, Ossipee, and Kennebec apture the Confederate steamers James 
Battle and William Bagley in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Armed boats from the USS Vincennes and Clifton capture the Confederate barge 
H. McGuin on Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 

July 19 

North: New York merchants organize relief for African-American victims of the 
recent draft riots. 

West: The Army of the Potomac crosses over the Potomac River into Harper’s Ferry 
and down the Shenandoah Valley. 

Federal troops under Generals Edward H. Hobson and James M. Shackleford 
heavily defeat General John H. Morgan’s Confederate raiders at Buffington Island 
on the Ohio River; 800 captives are taken. 
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Confederate general Daniel H. Hill replaces General William J. Hardee as com¬ 
mander of the II Corps, Army of Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Canandaigua drives the Confederate steamer Raccoon aground in 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

After traversing 500 miles in the past 10 days. Federal gunboats USS Moose, 
Reindeer, Victory, Springfield, Naumkeag, Allegheny, Belle, Fairplay, and Silver Lake 
outflank Buffington Island in the Ohio River, thereby cutting the retreat of Con¬ 
federate raiders under Colonel John H. Morgan. Pursuing Union forces take 3,000 
prisoners, along with all of Morgan’s artillery. 

July 20 

South: General George W. Getty assumes command of VII Gorps in the Union 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

West: The straggling survivors of General John H. Morgan’s raid skirmish with 
Union troops near Hockingport and Coal Hill, Ohio, before riding north from the 
Ohio River. 

Naval: The USS Shawsheen captures the Confederate schooners Sally, Helen Jane, 
Elizabeth, Dolphin, and James Brice off Cedar Island, Neuse River, North Carolina. 

July 21 

West: General John D. Imboden is appointed commander of the Confederate Val¬ 
ley District, Virginia. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Owasco and Cayuga capture and sink the Con¬ 
federate schooner Revenge off Sabine Pass, Texas. 

The transport USS Sallie Ward runs aground at Island No. 82 on the Mississippi 
River and is subsequently destroyed by Confederate artillery fire. 

July 22 

Naval: The New York Chamber of Commerce releases figures stating Union losses 
to Confederate raiders at 150 vessels worth $12 million. This is stark testimony to 
the effectiveness of the oceanic raiders CSS Alabama, Florida, and Georgia and their 
wily commanders. 

The U.S. Navy lands and crews a four-gun battery ashore at Morris Island, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, to assist bombarding nearby Fort Sumter. 

July 23 

West: Federal forces occupy Manassas Gap, western Virginia, but prove unable to 
intercept the Army of Northern Virginia and prevent it from moving down the 
Luray VaUey into the Shenandoah region. An advance on Wapping Heights by Gen¬ 
eral William H. French’s III Corps, Army of the Potomac, is rebuffed by Confeder¬ 
ates under General Richard S. Ewell. 

July 24 

South: Federal troops under General Quincy A. Gilmore continue consolidating their 
hold on Morris Island and Battery Wagner, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

In response to perceived French hostility toward the United States, evinced by 
the occupation of Mexico City, General Nathaniel P. Banks is ordered to prepare 
troops at New Orleans, Louisiana, for an expedition to the Texas coast. 
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Naval: The USS Iroquois captures the Confederate blockade-runner Merrimac off 
the North Carolina coast. 

The USS Arago seizes the Confederate steamer Emma near Wilmington, North 
Carolina. 

Federal warships USS New Ironsides, Weehawken, Patapsco, Montauk, Catskill, 
Nantucket, Paul Jones, Ottawa, Seneca, and Dai Citing under Admiral John A. B. Dahl- 
gren bombard Battery Wagner in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, to support 
army operations. 

July 25 

South: Union forces scouting the region around Goose Creek, Virginia, are twice 
ambushed and badly mauled by Virginia Partisan Rangers under Major John S. 
Mosby and withdraw. 

A Federal expedition from Portsmouth, Virginia, against Jackson, North Caro¬ 
lina, ends with the death of Confederate general Matt Whitaker. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel John S. Scott embark on a three-week 
raid into eastern Kentucky with a pitched battle at Williamsburg. 

The Confederate Department of East Tennessee is absorbed into the Depart¬ 
ment of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg. 

A Federal expedition out of Natchez, Mississippi, burns cotton mills and other 
buildings at nearby Kingston, Liberty, and Woodville. 

After wreaking havoc with Confederate rail lines. General William T. Sherman 
withdraws from Jackson, Mississippi, and marches back to Vicksburg. 

July 26 

Politics: Kentucky US. senator John J. Crittenden, author of the Crittenden Com¬ 
promise of 1860, dies in Frankfort, Kentucky. 

WEST: After a continuous running fight of several days. General John H. Morgan 
and his remaining 364 troopers surrender at Salineville, Ohio. He is slated for con¬ 
finement at the Ohio State Penitentiary in Golumbus. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John S. Scott skirmish with Federal troops 
at Rogersville, Kentucky. 

Southwest: Former Texas governor Sam Houston, who refused to take an oath of 
allegiance to the Confederacy, dies on his ranch at the age of 70. 

July 27 

Naval: The USS Clifton, supported by the Estrella, Hollyhock, and Sachem, trade 
shots with Confederate artillery along the Atchafalaya River, Louisiana. 

The Confederate raider CSS Elorida under Lieutenant John N. Mafhtt sails from 
Bermuda with a full complement of coal and ammunition and makes for Brest, 
France, to effect a major overhaul. 

July 28 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, taking stock over recent Confederate misfor¬ 
tunes, writes that, “If a victim would secure the success of our cause, I would freely 
offer myself.” 
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South: At Aldie, Virginia, Major John S. Mosby and his partisan rangers seize sev¬ 
eral Union wagons but subsequently lose them to a sharp counterattack. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Beauregard and Oleander raid New Smyrna, Florida, 
backed by the guns of Sagamore and Para. Several schooners and a large supply of 
cotton, ready for export, were all put to the torch. 

July 29 

Diplomacy: Queen Victoria informs Parliament that she sees “No reason to depart 
from the strict neutrality which Her Majesty has observed from the beginning of 
the contest.” This is the latest blow to Confederate hopes for European military 
intervention. 

South: General Innis N. Palmer takes charge of the XVIII Corps in the Union 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Niphon captures the British blockade-runner Banshee at New Inlet, 
North Carolina. 

The USS Shawsheen seizes the Confederate schooner Telegraph in Rose Bay, 
North Carolina. 

The USS Rosalie captures the British blockade-runner Georgie on the Caloosa- 
hatchie River, Florida. 

Admiral David G. Farragut is relieved of blockading duty along the Texas coast 
by Admiral Charles H. Bell and sets sail for New York in USS Hartford. 

July 30 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln threatens to execute captured Confederate 
officers and to subject Southern soldiers to hard labor if captured Union officers 
are harmed in any manner for leading African-American troops or if former slaves 
are returned to bondage. 

July 31 

West: General John A. Logan and 1,700 Union cavalrymen skirmish with Confed¬ 
erates at St. Catharine’s Creek, Mississippi. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tuscaloosa under Lieutenant John Low captures 
the Union ship Santee at sea, releasing it on a bond. 

August 1 

Politics: To ameliorate mounting desertion problems, President Jefferson Davis 
offers an amnesty to all ranks who are present without leave, warning that they have 
no choice but “victory, or subjugation, slavery, and utter ruin of yourselves, your 
families, and your country.” 

The Union IV and VII Corps are broken up and absorbed by other commands. 
South: Vengeful Union troops vigorously corner the partisan rangers of Major 
John S. Mosby, taking several prisoners at Warrenton Junction, Virginia. 

WEST: Noted Confederate spy Belle Boyd is again arrested at Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, and sent to Washington, D.C., for imprisonment. 

A gathering of an estimated 3,000 to 12,000 Democrats at Matton, Illinois, 
assembles to hear Peace Democrat John R. Eden denounce the administration of 
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President Abraham Lincoln. Coles County remains a hotbed of antiwar agitation 
for the rest of the war. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John S. Scott skirmish with Union troops at 
Smith’s Shoals on the Cumberland River, just prior to crossing back to Tennessee. 

A Union cavalry division under General John W. Davidson begins a concerted 
drive against Confederates at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Yankee captures the sloop Clara Ann off the Coan River, Virginia. 

Federal gunboats attack the Confederate steamer Chesterfield in Charleston 
Harbor, which thoroughly alarms the defenders. 

Admiral David D. Porter formally succeeds Admiral David G. Farragut as com¬ 
mander of all naval forces and operations along the Mississippi River. 

August 2 

South: General Quincy A. Gillmore, commanding Federals forces outside Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, orders the construction of a siege battery built upon the 
swampy ground of Morris Island in the harbor. This is the future site for on 8-inch 
rifle Parrot cannon firing 200-pound projectiles, which is quickly dubbed “Swamp 
Angel” by the troops. 

August 3 

Politics: To discourage continuing violence. New York governor Horatio Seymour 
asks President Abraham Lincoln to suspend conscription in his state. The president 
declines. 

South: Wade Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee are appointed major general, C.S.A. 
WEST: The Union IX Corps is transferred from Vicksburg, Mississippi, back to 
Kentucky. 

Naval: A naval reconnaissance consisting of the USS Sangamon, Cohasset, and 
Commodore Barney steams up the James River, Virginia, in a naval squadron com¬ 
manded by Captain Guert Gansevoort. 

August 4 

South: General John Buford and the 1st Cavalry Division, I Corps, fight with Con¬ 
federate troops at Brandy Station, Virginia. 

Naval: Armed Confederate boat crews from the CSS Chicora and Palmetto State 
capture a Union picket at Vincent’s Creek, Morris, Island, Charleston. 

August 5 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell begin a protracted raid 
from Winchester, Virginia, toward Franklin, West Virginia. He leads a force of 2,000 
men, including four mounted regiments and two batteries, with orders to destroy 
Confederate saltpeter and gunpowder works there. 

General Frederick Steele assumes command of Federal forces at Helena, 
Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Barney is damaged heavily by a Confederate electric 
mine off Dutch Gap, on the James River, Virginia. The vessel would have been com¬ 
pletely destroyed save for the device’s premature detonation. 
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The U.S. Marine detachment under Major Jacob Zeilin, augmented to 500 men, 
lands on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
the Union bark Sea Bride off Cape of Good Hope, South Africa; the prize is then 
sold to an English merchant. 

August 6 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis assures a jittery governor Milledge L. Bonham 
of South Carolina of his continuing support for the defense of Charleston, “which 
we pray will never be polluted by the footsteps of a lustful, relentless, inhuman 
foe.” 

South: Major John S. Mosby and his partisan rangers seize Union sutler’s wagons 
near Fairfax Court House, Virginia. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat expedition up the James River, Virginia, consisting 
of USS Sagamon, Cohasset, and Commodore Barney are fired on by Confederate 
artillery. The latter vessel is struck 30 times, including one shot through the boilers, 
which disables it. 

An armed launch from CSS Juno captures a Federal launch from USS Wabash 
in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

The USS Fort Henry captures the Confederate sloop Southern Star off St. Mar¬ 
tin’s Reef, Florida. 

The USS Antonia captures the British blockade-runner Betsey off Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

The USS Paw Paw hits a snag on the Mississippi River and sinks near Hardin’s 
Point, Arkansas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Fieutenant John N. Maffitt captures 
the Union vessel Francis B. Cutting and releases it on bond. 

August 7 

West: The Union XIII Corps under General Cadwallader C. Washburn is trans¬ 
ferred from the Department of the Tennessee to the Department of the Gulf 
Naval: Naval gunfire from the USS Mound City breaks up a Gonfederate mounted 
attack near Fake Providence, Fouisiana. 

August 8 

South: General Robert E. Fee tenders his resignation to President Jefferson Davis 
because of Lee’s recent failure at Gettysburg, but the offer is declined. 

Naval: The USS Sagamore captures the British blockade-runners Clara Louise, South¬ 
ern Rights, and Shot, along with the Confederate schooner Ann off the Florida coast. 

August 10 

Politics: At a meeting with President Abraham Lincoln, abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass stridently protests the inequality of pay between white and black soldiers, 
despite assurances from recruiters that they would be paid the same. 

South: Once the XIII Corps arrives at Carrollton, Louisiana, General Edward O. C. 
Ord is appointed the new commander. 



1863 


Chronology 339 


West: General Frederick Steele leads Federal forces toward Little Rock, Arkansas, 
from Helena. 

Southwest: Confederate regiments at Galveston, Texas, mutiny over a lack of 
rations and furloughs, but order is gradually restored. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut receives a tumultuous hero’s welcome as the USS 
Hartford arrives at New York City. 

The USS Princess Royal captures the Confederate vessel Atlantic off the Rio 
Grande, Texas. However, the vessel is recaptured by its crew and sails into Havana, 
Cuba. 

The USS Cayuga seizes the Confederate schooner /. T. Davis off the Rio Grande, 
Texas. 

August 11 

South: A quick raid by Virginia Partisan Rangers under Major John S. Mosby nets 
19 Union wagons at Annandale, Virginia. 

Confederate cannon at Battery Wagner, Fort Sumter, and James Island unleash 
a sudden bombardment of Union positions on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, forcing fatigue parties to scurry for cover. 

August 12 

North: President Abraham Lincoln declines to reappoint General John A. McCler- 
nand to a new command, effectively ending his military career. 

South: Federal artillerists initiate counterbattery fire with heavy Parrott rifles 
against Battery Wagner and Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The 
brick walls of the latter post suffer considerable damage, and within hours, most of 
its guns are dismounted. 

Naval: The USS Princess Royal captures the British blockade-runner Plying Scud 
off Brazos, Texas. 

Admiral Charles H. Bell of the Pacific Squadron orders the USS Narragansett to 
patrol the waters between San Francisco and Acapulco, Mexico, to protect American 
mail steamers better. 

The experimental submarine CSS Hunley heads for Charleston, South Carolina, 
to bolster the defenses of that beleaguered city against a Union flotilla offshore. A nov¬ 
elty, the submarine consists of an iron steam boiler that has been waterproofed and 
fitted with tapered bow and stern sections. The Hunley is 40 feet long and only 3.5 feet 
in diameter, being propelled by five men operating a crankshaft-driven propeller. 

August 13 

Naval: A Federal squadron consisting of the USS Lexington, Cricket, and Marmora 
steams up the White River, Arkansas, lands at Des Arc, and destroys a telegraph 
office and some wires. The next day, the Confederate steamers Kaskakia and Thomas 
Sugg are also captured en route back to the Red River. 

August 14 

North: General George G. Meade takes leave of the Army of the Potomac to visit 
Washington, D.C., to discuss forthcoming strategy with President Abraham Lincoln 
and his cabinet. 
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South: Command of the Union XI Corps reverts to General John J. Peck. 

West: A building housing the captured sisters of known Confederate guerrillas 
collapses in Kansas City, Missouri, killing five. This act enrages scattered bands of 
irregulars, who coalesce and begin to plot grim retaliation. 

Naval: The USS Bermuda captures the British blockade-runners Carmita and Artist 
off the Texas coast. 

August 15 

South: A Union sweep of the region between Centreville and Aldie, Virginia, fails 
to snare Confederate raider Major John S. Mosby but acquires several prisoners 
belonging to his command. 

Naval: The Confederate submarine CSS Hunley arrives at Charleston, South Car¬ 
olina, from Mobile, Alabama, on two covered railroad cars. General Pierre G. T. 
Beauregard, commanding the city’s defenses, is eager to impress the experimental 
device into active service. 

August 16 

South: General Gouverneur K. Warren assumes command of the II Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. 

WEST: After considerable prodding from the government. General William S. Rose- 
crans pushes his Army of the Cumberland out of Tullahoma and south toward 
Chattanooga. He brings with him the XXI Corps of General Thomas L. Critten¬ 
den, General George H. Thomas’s XIV Corps, and General Alexander M. McCook’s 
XX Corps. Due to mountainous terrain before him, Rosecrans plans to spread the 
three columns widely to cover aU three passes, a risky ploy that endangers his com¬ 
mand with defeat in detail. Nonetheless, additional forces under General Ambrose 
E. Burnside also depart Camp Nelson, Lexington, Kentucky, and advance into East 
Tennessee. By dint of effective maneuvering, Rosecrans intends to catch General 
Braxton Bragg’s Confederates between himself and Burnside’s force. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee narrowly escapes serious damage when an electric torpedo 
(mine) explodes under its stern at Stono Inlet, South Carolina. In response. Admiral 
John A. B. Dalhgren orders large nets stretched across the inlet to prevent additional 
mines from transiting to the fleet. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate steamer Alice Vivian in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The USS Gertrude seizes the Confederate steamer Warrior at sea. 

The USS Rhode Island captures the British blockade-runner Cronstadt off Man 
of War Bay, Abaco, Bahamas. 

August 17 

South: General Quincy A. Gilmore orders 11 heavy gun on Morris Island, Charles¬ 
ton Harbor, South Carolina, to commence the first saturation bombardment of Eort 
Sumter. They fire 938 shots on the first day alone, shattering its remaining brick 
structures. 

Naval: The USS Satellite captures the Confederate schooner Three Brothers in the 
Great Wicomico River, Maryland. 
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The USS Crocus runs aground at night on Bodlies Island, North Carolina, and 
subsequently is abandoned. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren’s squadron takes up bombardment positions in 
a joint attack on Confederate defenses in Charleston, South Carolina. Present are 
the ironclads USS Weehawken, Catskill, Nahant, Montauk, Passaic, Patapsco, and 
New Ironside, assisted by the gunboats Canandaigua, Mahaska, Cimarron, Ottawa, 
Wissahocken, Dai Ching, Seneca, and Lodona. During the next five days, the fleet 
concentrates its fire on various defensive positions, including Fort Sumter, whose 
counterfire kills Captain J. W. Rodgers of the Catskill. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate steamer Nita in Apalachicola Bay, 
Florida. 

August 18 

North: Intrigued by new weapons. President Abraham Lincoln test-fires the new, 
rapid-fire Spencer carbine at Treasury Park, Washington, D.C. This weapon gives 
Federal units a decided edge in firepower over Confederate units that are still armed 
with muzzle-loading rifles. 

South: The Union bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina, shows no letup, but the garrison still clings tenaciously behind its masonry 
ruins. 

Southwest: Federal troops under Colonel Kit Carson skirmish with Pueblo Indi¬ 
ans at Pueblo, Colorado. 

Naval: The USS Niphon chases the Confederate steamer Hebe aground off Fort 
Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, destroying it by gunfire. 

The CSS Oconee flounders in heavy seas off St. Catherine’s Sound, Georgia. 

August 19 

North: The military draft resumes in New York without further violence. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell destroy Confederate saltpe¬ 
ter works at Franklin, West Virginia. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Norwich and Hale raid Jacksonville, Florida, 
and destroy a Confederate signal station. 

The USS Restless captures the Confederate schooner Ernti off the Florida Keys. 

August 20 

South: General William B. Franklin takes charge of the Union XXIX Corps in 
Louisiana. 

West: Federal forces directed by General Ambrose E. Burnside reach the Tennessee 
River in East Tennessee. 

Three hundred Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill begin their 
raid into Kansas. 

Southwest: Colonel Kit Carson commences his “scorched earth” policy against the 
Navajo Indians in the New Mexico Territory, assisted by Ute, Zuni, and Mescalero 
Apache tribe members. All captives taken then are transferred to a reservation at 
Bosque Redondo for resettlement. 
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August 21 

South: The Union bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina, intensifies further as General Quincy A. Gillmore readies “Swamp Angel,” a 
huge Parrott gun lobbing 200-pound incendiary projectiles. Digging an emplace¬ 
ment for this heavy piece and dragging it into position over the swampy ground of 
Morris Island has taken three weeks. Fully functional, it prepares to fire incendiary 
rounds at the Charleston waterfront, 7,900 yards distant. 

West: General Robert B. Potter assumes command of the Union IX Corps in 
Kentucky. 

General John G. Fosters returns to Tennessee to resume command of the Union 
XVIII Corps. 

William C. Quantrill and 450 Confederate and Missouri irregulars storm into 
Lawrence, Kansas, a noted abolitionist center and hotbed for Union jayhawker 
activity. During the next four hours, they systematically round up and execute 180 
men and boys and then burn 185 buildings before departing. It is the single largest 
atrocity of the Civil War, condemned by North and South alike. 

Naval: The CSS Torch, a Confederate torpedo boat, attacks and fails to destroy the 
Federal ironclad USS New Ironsides in the channel off Morris Island, Charleston, 
South Carolina. Having approached to within 40 yards of its target at night. Pilot 
James Carlin cuts his engines and drifts toward his quarry, but prevailing cur¬ 
rents pitch his vehicle alongside the larger navy vessel instead of into it. Carlin’s 
engines then stall for several tense moments as New Ironsides labors to depress its 
cannon low enough to sink the intruder. When the Torch’s engine suddenly start, 
Carlin withdraws his ship back into the harbor, straddled by parting shots from 
his intended victim. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Commander John N. Maffitt cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union ship Anglo Saxon off Brest, France. 

August 22 

South: Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, endures six days of heavy 
pounding from Union batteries on nearby Morris Island and sustains heavy dam¬ 
age, yet remains defiant. Meanwhile, the large Union cannon dubbed “Swamp 
Angel” is disabled while firing its 36th round and abandoned. Beforehand, it lobbed 
incendiary shells toward the city’s waterfront, igniting several fires and panicking 
the populace. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell skirmishes with Colonel 
William Jackson’s Confederates at Huntervsille, Virginia, driving them toward 
Warm Springs. 

General William S. Rosecrans dispatches Union forces from Tracy City, Tennes¬ 
see, to the Tennessee River. 

Naval: Armed boats from USS Shohokon capture and sink the Confederate schoo¬ 
ner Alexander Cooper at New Topsail Inlet, North Carolina. The men then destroy 
a nearby saltworks. 

The USS Cayuga captures the Confederate schooner Wave off Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 
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Following the latest round of intense bombardment, Admiral John A. B. Dahl- 
gren moves his ironclad fleet, consisting of USS Montauk, Weehawken, Nahant, 
Passaic, and Patapsco, in closer to engage Confederate defenses at Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. However, when Passaic accidentally grounds 
near the fort, his attack is delayed in having to get the vessel refloated, and at day¬ 
light, the squadron hauls off, having accomplished little. 

August 23 

South: Union gunners, having fired 5,009 rounds into Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, reduce that post to rubble. But the garrison, with only one 
cannon still mounted, refuses to yield. 

Naval: A Confederate expedition under Lieutenant John T. Wood takes four boats 
filled with 60 sailors and 30 sharpshooters and seizes the Union steamers USS Reli¬ 
ance and Satellite off Windmill Point on the Rappahannock River, Virginia. The 
captured vessels subsequently are scuttled a few days later for want of fuel and spare 
parts. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren leads the ironclads USS New Ironsides, Weehawken, 
Montauk, Passaic, and Patapsco back into Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, for 
another round of bombardment. Fort Sumter initially is targeted; then they shift 
their aim to Fort Moultrie before a thick fog descends and obstructs the gunners of 
both sides. At daybreak, Dahlgren signals for the squadron to haul off, and fighting 
ceases. 

August 24 

South: Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick skirmish with Confederates 
near George Court House, Virginia. 

Major John S. Mosby begins a protracted raid against Union forces around 
Warrenton Junction and Alexandria, Virginia. 

August 25 

South: Union infantry attacks on Confederate rifle pits outside Battery Wagner, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, are beaten back. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averill destroy additional Con¬ 
federate saltpeter works along Jackson’s River, West Virginia. Moving west toward 
White Sulphur Springs, his command engages a strong force of Confederates before 
settling in for the evening. 

General Thomas Ewing, commanding the Union Border District, issues his con¬ 
troversial General Order No. 11. This edict forces all the inhabitants of Bates, Cass, 
Jackson, and parts of Vernon counties, Missouri, long suspected of collaborating 
with Confederate guerrillas, to abandon their homes. The houses then are peremp¬ 
torily burned in retaliation for the Lawrence massacre. An estimated 20,000 people 
are displaced, causing enmity and hardship lasting several years beyond the war. 
Ewing, against his better judgment, drew up the orders on the insistence of General 
James Lane, a noted Union frontier jayhawker and a popular politician. Lane sub¬ 
sequently threatened to ruin’s Ewing’s military reputation if he fails to enforce all 
the measure’s harshest provisions. 
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Naval: The newly acquired CSS Satellite under Lieutenant John T. Wood attacks and 
captures the Union schooners Golden Rod, Coquette, and Two Brothers at the mouth 
of the Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner Mack Canfield 
off the Rio Grande, Texas. 

August 26 

Politics: In a letter to Unionists in Springfield, Illinois, President Abraham Lincoln 
writes, “1 do not believe any compromise, embracing the maintenance of the Union 
is now possible.... Peace does not appear so distant as it did.” 

South: Confederate general John B. Floyd dies of natural causes near Abingdon, 
Virginia. 

Federal troops finally storm the rifle pits fronting Battery Wagner on Morris 
Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell skirmish heavily with 
Confederate forces at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. His 2,000 troopers 
dash headlong into an equal number of Confederates under Colonel George 
S. Patton, sent there to stop the Union marauders. Averell dismounts, attacks 
repeatedly across densely wooded terrain, and is defeated. He then remounts 
and retires in the direction of Callaghan’s Station. Union losses are 26 dead, 125 
injured, and 67 captured while Patton records 20 killed, 129 wounded, and 13 
missing. 

Southwest: Union troops under General James G. Blunt defeat Colonel Stand 
Watie’s Confederate Cherokee in a skirmish at Perryville, Indian Territory. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Beauregard seize the Confederate schooner 
Phoebe near Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

August 27 

North: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart skirmish with Union 
forces at Edward’s Ferry, Maryland. 

WEST: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell trot into Beverly, West Vir¬ 
ginia, ending his recent raid. 

Naval: The USS Sun^ower captures the Confederate schooner General Worth in the 
Straits of Florida. 

The USS Preble is accidentally destroyed by fire at Pensacola, Florida. 

The USS William G. Anderson captures the Confederate schooner America off 
the Texas coast. 

The Confederate raiders CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes and 
CSS Tuscaloosa under Lieutenant John Low briefly rendezvous in the Bay of Angra 
Pequena off the West African coast. Semmes then orders the Tuscaloosa to cruise off 
the Brazilian coast. 

August 29 

West: As Union forces under General William S. Rosecrans flank the city of Chat¬ 
tanooga, Tennessee, Confederates under General Braxton Bragg must soon either 
fight or fall back. 
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Naval: The experimental submarine CSS Hunley, under Lieutenant John A. Payne, 
tragically sinks on a trial run in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, killing six crew 
members. The vessel apparently founders in the wake of the steamer Etiwan while 
its hatches were opened for better ventilation. 

The Federal gunboat USS Estrella is detached from the West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron and ordered up the Mississippi River to assist the ironclad Essex in anti¬ 
guerrilla patrols. 

August 30 

South: Union batteries on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, con¬ 
tinue their bombardment of Fort Sumter. 

Naval: The Confederate steamer CSS Sumter is fired on and sunk by shore batter¬ 
ies on Sullivan’s Island, Charleston, South Carolina, after mistaking it for a passing 
Union vessel. 

The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury cap¬ 
tures the Union ship John Watts in the mid-Atlantic, releasing it on bond. 

A detachment of U.S. Marines assigned to the Mississippi River Squadron cap¬ 
tures 35 prisoners, including three Confederate paymasters at Bolivar, Mississippi. 
They were transporting $2.2 million of Confederate currency at the time. 

August 31 

South: General Robert C. Schenck assumes command of the Union VIII Corps 
along with the Middle Department, Virginia. 

General Alpheus S. Williams gains command of the Union Xll Corps, Army of 
the Potomac. 

Naval: The USS Gem of the Sea captures the Confederate sloop Richard at Peach 
Creek, Florida. 

September 1 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis assures Tennessee governor Isham G. Harris 
that troops and arms are being dispatched to General Braxton Bragg’s forces in 
Tennessee. 

South: Both Fort Sumter and Battery Wagner on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, remain under continual bombardment from Union cannon, which 
lob another 627 rounds against their already battered position. Both garrisons, how¬ 
ever, continue to resist. 

West: After preliminary maneuvering, the Union Army of the Cumberland under 
General William S. Rosecrans finally crosses the Tennessee River and heads for 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Fort Smith, Arkansas, is evacuated by Confederates under General William L. 
Cabell and subsequently falls to advancing Union forces commanded by General 
Frederick Steele. 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren leads his ironclad force in a five-hour night 
action against Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The vessels steam 
to within 500 yards of their target before opening fire, and they receive 70 hits from 
shore batteries before action is suspended at daybreak. 
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September 2 

Politics: To curtail mounting manpower shortages, the Alabama state legislature 
considers the use of slaves in the army. 

South: Union forces establish trench works within 80 yards of Battery Wagner, 
Morris Island, South Carolina, forcing Confederate authorities to prepare an evacu¬ 
ation effort. 

WEST: The Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans begins to 
cross the Tennessee River in pursuit of retreating Confederates. 

Union forces under General Ambrose E. Burnside occupy Knoxville, Tennessee, 
severing the sole remaining direct railhead between eastern and western portions of 
the Confederacy. Henceforth, the Confederates must employ a tenuous, roundabout 
route stretching from Virginia to Georgia and thence to Tennessee. 

Naval: An armed expedition from the USS Star of the Sea reconnoiters Peace Creek, 
Florida, destroying several buildings and small craft. 

September 4 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart try unsuccessfully to snare 
Union general Joseph J. Bartlett at New Baltimore, Virginia. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant is badly injured in a fall from his horse at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

The Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans continues 
crossing the Tennessee River at Bridgeport, Alabama, below Confederate positions 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Confederate guerrillas raid the town of Quincy, Missouri, taking four prisoners 
from the 18th Iowa and subsequently executing them. 

Federal forces ambush Confederate bushwhackers at Big Creek, Missouri, killing 
six guerrillas. 

Naval: Admiral John H. Bell of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron begins to 
assemble ships for a joint amphibious expedition from New Orleans to Sabine Pass, 
Texas. This is undertaken to dissuade French occupation forces in Mexico from 
crossing the Rio Grande into Texas. 

September 5 

Diplomacy: After being warned by American ambassador Charles F. Adams, 
British foreign secretary Lord Russell confiscates the two “Laird Rams” before 
they can be delivered to Confederate agents in Britain. Adams previously advised 
the British that “it would be superfluous for me to point out to your Lordship 
that this is war.” Government seizure of these dangerous vessels ends a prolonged 
diplomatic sore point between London and Washington. 

Politics: A pensive president Jefferson Davis contacts GeneraJ Braxton Bragg over 
seemingJy flagging Confederate fortunes in Tennessee, asking: “What is your pro¬ 
posed plan of operation? Can you ascertain intention of enemy?” 

South: Union forces tenaciously and methodically push their earthworks to within 
a few yards of Battery Wagner on Morris Island, South Carolina. Expectations for a 
final and presumably victorious Federal assault are rife. 
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West: General William S. Rosecrans, convinced that Confederates under General 
Braxton Bragg are fleeing Chattanooga, Tennessee, into Georgia, daringly divides 
his army into three parts to cover three, widely spaced mountain passes south of 
the city. 

September 6 

South: Battery Wagner and Battery Gregg, on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, are evacuated secretly by General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. Barges 
manned by the crews of CSS Chicora and Palmetto State row to Gumming Point at 
night and lift the survivors off, although marauding Federal gunboats snare several 
prisoners by daylight. This final act concludes 60 days of nearly continuous bom¬ 
bardment by Union land and naval forces—one-third of the 900 defenders have 
been either killed or wounded. Casualties during the final phase of operations cost 
the Union 71 dead, 278 wounded, and nine missing while Taliaferro loses 38 dead 
and 150 wounded. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Argosy secures Confederate ammunition 
stores at Bruinsburg, Mississippi. 

September 7 

South: Union forces advance on Batteries Wagner and Gregg, Morris Island, South 
Carolina, finding them desolate and abandoned. Meanwhile Confederate forces 
under General William B. Taliaferro attack Union pickets on Battery Island, South 
Carolina, destroying the bridge and landing to nearby Horse Island. 

West: Union forces reoccupy Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. 

Southwest: A combined army-navy expedition under General William B. Franklin 
arrives off the bar at Sabine Pass, Texas. 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren demands the surrender of Fort Sumter in 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, and when the defenders refuse, he conducts 
a reconnaissance in force with the ironclads USS Weehawken and New Ironsides. 
En route, Weehawken grounds in the channel, and New Ironsides interposes itself 
between Fort Moultrie and the stricken ship, receiving intense fire and 50 hits. The 
vessels then retire offshore by daylight to make repairs. 

Federal gunboats USS Clifton, Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City arrive off 
Sabine Pass, Texas, to support a combined expedition under General William B. 
Franklin. 

September 8 

South: General Quincy A. Gillmore, encouraged by his final conquest of Battery 
Wagner, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, prepares for an amphibious expedition 
against nearby Fort Sumter in conjunction with naval forces under Admiral John 
A. B. Dahlgren. 

West: After initial hesitation. General Braxton Bragg abandons Chattanooga, Ten¬ 
nessee, and withdraws 65,000 men toward Lafayette, Georgia. 

Southwest: A small Confederate battery of 42 men under 20-year-old Lieuten¬ 
ant Richard W. Dowling, 1st Texas Heavy Artillery engages a 4,000-man amphibi¬ 
ous expedition under Union general William B. Franklin. Franklin’s goal is to seize 
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Hand-tinted copy of a line engraving by Smyth, depicting USS New Ironsides and two monitors in action at 
Charleston, South Carolina, ca. 1863 (Naval Historical Foundation) 


the mouth of the Sabine River on the Texas-Louisiana border. Federal gunboats 
USS Clifton, Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City, along with several army transports, 
work themselves across the bar as Confederate gunners hunker down behind their 
defenses at Fort Griffin. Dowling allowed the vessels to approach to within close 
range before unleashing a destructive cannonade at 4:00 p.m. Previously, he care¬ 
fully pre-positioned white poles in the river as range markers, and his six outdated, 
smoothbore cannon are handled with aplomb. Consequently, the Sachem is disabled 
by a direct shot through its boilers while the Clifton grounds directly beneath the 
Confederate guns and takes a pounding. Both gunboats promptly surrender, after 
which the expedition withdraws back over the bar and sets sail for New Orleans. 
Considering the sheer disparity of forces, this is a humiliating defeat for the North, 
which loses 19 dead, nine wounded, 37 missing, and 315 captured. Dowling suf¬ 
fers no casualties, and President Jefferson Davis hails his stand as “one of the most 
brilliant and heroic achievements in the history of warfare.” Defeat here prompts 
General Nathaniel P. Banks to shift his attention to the Rio Grande region. 

Naval: The small Confederate cottonclad CSS Uncle Ben assists in the repulse of 
Union forces at Sabine Pass, Texas. 

September 9 

Diplomacy: The British government formally initiates steps to prevent the two 
“Laird Rams” from entering into Confederate service. 

South: General James Longstreet’s I Corps of 15,000 men begins to embark on 
trains in Virginia for a nine-day trek to Lafayette, Georgia, to reinforce the Army 
of Tennessee. 

West: Union forces under General Ambrose E. Burnside recapture the Cumberland 
Gap in eastern Tennessee. 
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The strategic city of Chattanooga, Tennessee, surrenders to the Army of the 
Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans without a shot being fired. Gen¬ 
eral Braxton Bragg then falls back 28 miles to Lafayette, Georgia, where he is to 
receive promised reinforcements. 

The Union division of General James S. Negley (XIV Corps) arrives alone and 
unsupported at McLemore’s Cove, Georgia, and General Braxton Bragg orders an 
assault by Generals Patrick R. Cleburne and Thomas C. Hindman to destroy it. 
However, Hindman, fretful over being attacked himself, refuses to budge, and Neg¬ 
ley escapes intact the next day. 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren launches a nighttime assault on Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, by 413 sailors and U.S. Marines under Com¬ 
mander Thomas H. Stevens. But the Southerners, having earlier recovered the code 
book from the sunken USS Keokuk, are able to decipher Union signals and antici¬ 
pate the attack. Consequently, the Federals are rebuffed with 100 prisoners. A simi¬ 
lar expedition planned by General Quincy A. Gillmore is also summarily cancelled. 
More significantly, Dahlgren requests additional monitor craft from Secretary of 
the Navy Gideon Welles; when he refused, the navy stopped its bombardment cam¬ 
paign, and operations against Charleston settle into a blockade. 

September 10 

South: Vindictive Georgia troops sack offices of the North Carolina Standard in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, for printing editorials favoring a negotiated settlement 
with the Union. 

West: This day finds the Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rose¬ 
crans widely dispersed over a broad area with General Alexander M. Cook (XXI 
Corps) at Alpine, Georgia, General George H. Thomas (XIV Corps) at McLemore’s 
Cove, and General Thomas L. Crittenden at Chattanooga. He is unaware that Gen¬ 
eral Braxton Bragg actually is regrouping and receiving reinforcements in northern 
Georgia. 

Confederate forces under General Sterling Price evacuate Little Rock, Arkan¬ 
sas, for nearby Rockport, whereupon General Frederick Steele’s Federals move in 
and establish a pro-Union administration. This is another grievous blow to a Con¬ 
federacy already reeling from the loss of Vicksburg, and it seriously imperils the 
Trans-Mississippi Department under General Edmund Kirby-Smith. Confederate 
governor Harris Flanigan is forced to relocate to Washington, Arkansas, where he 
remains for the next two years. 

Naval: The USS Hastings lends fire support to General Frederick Steele’s troops at 
DevaU’s Bluff on the White River, Arkansas. 

September 11 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes General Andrew Johnson, military 
governor of Tennessee, to form a civilian government. He also declines to accept 
General Ambrose E. Burnside’s latest attempt to resign. 

Naval: The USS Seminole captures the British blockade-runner William Peel off the 
Rio Grande, Texas. 
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September 12 

West: Union and Confederate forces skirmish heavily below Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Eugenie captures the Confederate steamer Alabama off the Chan- 
deleur Islands, Louisiana. 

The Confederate steamer Fox is scuttled by its own crew to prevent being cap¬ 
tured by the USS Genesee at Pascagoula, Mississippi. 

September 13 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General George G. Meade occupies Cul¬ 
peper Court House shortly after it is evacuated by Confederates under General 
Robert E. Lee. Lee, weakened by the detachment of General James Longstreet’s corps 
to Georgia, falls back across the Rapidan River. 

General Henry W. Slocum is restored as commander of the XII Gorps, Army of 
the Potomac. 

WEST: The War Department instructs General Ulysses S. Grant to transfer all avail¬ 
able forces from Corinth, Mississippi, to Tuscumbia, Alabama, in support of Gen¬ 
eral William S. Rosecrans at Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

General Braxton Bragg orders General Leonidas K. Polk to attack and overwhelm 
the isolated Union XXI Gorps of General Thomas L. Crittenden at Lee and Gordon’s 
Mill, northern Georgia. But Polk dithers, demands reinforcements, and fails to move 
in a timely fashion. Hence, another part of the widely scattered Army of the Cumber¬ 
land escapes annihilation. General WiUiam S. Rosecrans finally recognizes the danger 
his army faces and orders all three corps to begin to concentrate at Lee and Gordon’s 
Mills along Chickamauga Creek. For the intervening week, both armies race north 
toward Chattanooga. 

Naval: The USS Cimarron captures the British blockade-runner /wpiter near Was- 
saw Sound, Georgia. 

The USS De Soto captures the steamer Montgomery in the Gulf of Mexico. 

A rather unsporting raid by Confederate cavalry nets 20 crew members of the 
USS Rattler as they attend church services at Rodney, Mississippi. 

September 14 

South: Union forces under General George M. Meade cross the Rapidan River, Vir¬ 
ginia, seeking to engage an elusive Army of Northern Virginia. Skirmishing erupts 
along the line at Somerville, Racoon, and Robertson’s Fords. 

September 15 

South: An accidental magazine explosion at Battery Cheves, James Island, South 
Carolina, kills six Confederate soldiers. 

General Edward O. C. Ord arrives to take command of the Union XIII Corps, 
Louisiana. 

West: Skirmishing erupts at Catlett’s Gap, Georgia, as the armies of Generals Wil¬ 
liam S. Rosecrans and Braxton Bragg begin to concentrate for a final confrontation. 

September 16 

West: The Army of the Cumberland under General William S. Rosecrans continues 
concentrating along Chickamauga Creek, 12 miles below Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
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Naval: The USS Coeur de Lion captures the Confederate schooner Robert Knowles 
in the Potomac River. 

The USS San Jacinto captures the Confederate steamer Lizzie Davis off the Flor¬ 
ida west coast. 

September 17 

West: Union and Confederate forces skirmish at Owen’s Ford, West Chickamauga 
Creek, whereby General Braxton Bragg misses yet another opportunity to attack the 
separated corps of General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Gumberland. Both 
sides continue concentrating forces in anticipation of a major clash. 

Naval: The USS Adolph LLugel impounds the sloop Music for blockade violations 
off Alexandria, Virginia. 

September 18 

West: The Army of the Gumberland and the Army of Tennessee confront each 
other across West Chickamauga Creek, Georgia. For once, the Confederates out¬ 
number Federal forces, having massed 68,000 men to a Union tally of 58,000. 
General Braxton Bragg seeks to interpose his troops between General William S. 
Rosecrans and his main supply base at Chattanooga, Tennessee, but increasing skir¬ 
mishes with Union cavalry along Reed’s and Alexander’s bridges delay movement a 
full day. Meanwhile, Rosecrans grows concerned that he is about to be outflanked 
and hastily summons General George H. Thomas’s XIV Corps on a lengthy night¬ 
time march—inadvertently across Bragg’s line of march. 

September 19 

West: The Battle of Chickamauga begins once advance elements of General George 
FI. Thomas’s XIV Corps encounter Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. 
Forrest on the Union left. As fighting escalates, both Generals Braxton Bragg and 
William S. Rosecrans cancel their respective plans for the day and continually feed 
additional units into the rapidly expanding fray Various Union formations remain 
somewhat disjointed, and a frontal assault by Bragg’s entire army might have rolled 
them up in detail, but that leader remains fixated by the piecemeal struggle to his 
immediate front. At length, large attacks launched by General Leonidas K. Polk are 
repulsed with loss. Then General Patrick R. Cleburne also charges Union positions 
before nightfall and is likewise rebuffed. The day’s combat occasioned serious losses 
to both sides and little else. This evening, following the arrival of General James 
Longstreet’s I Gorps, Bragg appoints him to command his left wing while General 
Leonidas K. Polk directs the right. 

Naval: A small group of Confederate sailors under Acting Masters John Y. Beall and 
Edward McGuire attack and capture the Union schooner Alliance in Chesapeake 
Bay, intending to stalk and seize other prizes by stealth. 

September 20 

South: John B. Hood is appointed a lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

Union cavalry under Generals John Buford and Hugh J. Kilpatrick attack 
Confederate supply lines near Gordonsville, Virginia, capturing both wagons and 
cattle. 
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Major John S. Mosby skirmishes with Union forces at Upperville, Virginia. 
West: General Braxton Bragg intends to renew combat at Chickamauga at dawn, 
but confusion and delays down his chain of command preclude any Confederate 
advance before 9:00 a.m. The pattern of fighting remains similar to the previous 
day, with General Leonidas K. Polk committing piecemeal attacks on an entrenched, 
unyielding Union line. The knotty, heavily forested nature of the terrain greatly 
complicates the movement and deployment of troops en masse, so a “soldier’s 
battle” unfolds between small, determined bands of men. At 9:00 a.m., a forceful 
Southern charge at the Union center nearly reaches the Lafayette Road, but it is 
repelled by Federals holding either flank. Another bloody stalemate seems in the 
offing until fate intervenes. 

At about 10:30 a.m.. General William S. Rosecrans is mistakenly informed that 
a gap has developed in the center of his line—in fact there was none—so he orders 
General Thomas J. Wood’s division to plug it. No sooner does Wood remove his 
troops than General James Longstreet’s veterans come pouring through, six bri¬ 
gades deep. The unexpected onslaught completely sweeps away the Union center 
and right, carrying Rosecrans and several ranking leaders along in a tumultuous 
retreat. 

All that remains to stave off disaster is the XIV Corps of General George H. 
Thomas, which assumes strong defensive positions along Snodgrass Hill. Longstreet 
and other Confederate leaders repeatedly assail Thomas’s position but are invariably 
beaten back with losses. Union prospects improve significantly when General Gor¬ 
don Granger disobeys Rosecrans and rushes his Reserve Corps forward to support 
Thomas. Granger himself is in the very thick of intense fighting, holding aloft the flag 
of the 115th Illinois throughout the contest. Clinging to Snodgrass Hill with heroic 
determination, the beleaguered yet imperturbably calm Thomas gains the moniker 
“Rock of Chickamauga” by preserving the Army of the Cumberland from otherwise 
certain destruction. Fighting ceases along the line by nightfall, and Thomas skillfully 
extricates his command through McFarland’s Gap in good order. To accomplish this. 
Granger orders his 21st and 89th Ohio and 22nd Michigan, whose ammunition is 
exhausted, to hold the ridge above the pass with bayonets alone. Only after the last 
of Thomas’s column passes through do they finally surrender. 

Chickamauga is the bloodiest battle waged in the western theater, with both 
sides suffering loss rates approaching 28 percent. For the Union, this entails 1,656 
dead, 9,749 injured, and 4,774 missing (16,179) while the Confederates lose 2,389 
killed, 13,412 wounded, and 2,003 missing (17,804). Among the fatally wounded is 
Confederate general Ben Hardin Helm, President Abraham Lincoln’s brother-in- 
law, who is mourned by both the president and his wife. General Daniel H. Hill, 
after scrutinizing the casualty lists, characterizes Chickamauga as “a barren vic¬ 
tory.” The Army of Tennessee could not sustain such attrition for long, but Bragg 
compounded his problems by failing to pursue the beaten enemy aggressively. This 
lackluster leadership causes further rifts in an already fractious chain of command 
and sullied his already faltering reputation. Rosecrans, his erstwhile sterling persona 
destroyed, likewise suffers repercussions for his mismanagement of affairs during— 
and after—the battle. 
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Confederate forces under General Samuel Jones skirmish with Federal troops 
at Zollicoffer, Tennessee, and they pursue the defeated troops as far as the villages 
of Blountsville and Carter’s Depot. The former is an important railroad junction 
through which the Tennessee and Virginia Railroad passes. General Ambrose E. 
Burnside, wishing to appropriate that rail for his own use, warns Jones to evacuate 
citizens from the village as he intends to take it back. 

September 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln repeatedly orders General Ambrose E. Burn¬ 
side at Knoxville, Tennessee, to reinforce General William S. Rosecrans’s shattered 
army at Chattanooga, but the general refuses to budge. 

West: Five Union divisions under General George H. Thomas abandon their posi¬ 
tion at RossviUe Gap and reach Chattanooga in good order. The Confederate pur¬ 
suit, when it finally materializes, remains strangely lax in execution. 

Naval: Confederate raiders on the commandeered vessel Alliance seize the Union 
schooner /. J. Houseman in Chesapeake Bay. 

September 22 

West: Union cavalry forces under Colonel John W. Foster charge into Blountsville, 
Tennessee, to dislodge the 1st Tennessee Cavalry under Colonel James E. Carter. 
They head directly into prepared Confederate positions, and a four-hour fight 
erupts after which the bluecoats finally prevail and capture the town. Foster’s losses 
are six dead and 14 injured, and he reports the seizure of 50 Confederates. 

General William S. Rosecrans continues rallying the Army of the Cumberland in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, while General Ulysses S. Grant dispatches three divisions 
of the XV Corps from Vicksburg, Mississippi, under General William T. Sherman 
to assist him. Meanwhile, the Confederate Army of Tennessee leisurely occupies the 
high ground around the city to commence a siege. 

General Joseph O. Shelby takes his “Iron Brigade” of Confederate cavalry out of 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on an extended raid throughout Missouri. 

Naval: Confederate raiders in the commandeered schooner Alliance seize the Union 
schooners Samuel Pearsall and Alexandria in Chesapeake Bay 

The USS ConuecticMt captures the British blockade-runner Juno off Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 

Landing parties from the USS Seneca destroy Confederate saltworks near Darien, 
Georgia. 

The USS De Soto recaptures the Federal army tug Leviathan in the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico after its prior seizure by Gonfederate raiders at South West Pass, Mississippi 
River. 

September 23 

North: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton begins to orchestrate skillfully the 
transfer of 20,000 men of the XI and XII Gorps from the Army of the Potomac to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. They will be shuttled quickly and efficiently along 1,233 
miles of railroad track in the biggest transfer of military personnel prior to the 
Franco-Prussian War. 
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South: General George E. Pickett is transferred to the Confederate Department of 
North Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Thomas Freeborn chases the commandeered schooner Alliance 
until it grounds at Milford Haven, Virginia, and is burned. 

September 24 

Diplomacy: The Confederate government appoints Ambrose D. Mann as its special 
agent to the Papal States in Rome. 

West: Rather than defend Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain, both natural 
strong points. General William S. Rosecrans moves all his forces into Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. This timid display induces General Braxton Bragg to initiate a siege by 
occupying all high ground surrounding the city without Union interference. 

General Joseph Hooker accepts command of the Union XI and XII Corps, then 
en route to Chattanooga, Tennessee, by rail. 

Naval: A total of eight Russian warships arrive individually in New York City. They 
are seeking safety in American ports as Great Britain and France are threatening war 
over the Polish insurrection, although the move is widely interpreted in the North 
as a sign of diplomatic support. Another fleet of six vessels eventually anchors in 
San Francisco, California, and the Russians are warmly received by the political 
establishments of both cities. 

September 25 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln castigates General Ambrose E. Burnside at 
Knoxville, Tennessee, for not reinforcing Union forces besieged at Chattanooga. 
Having struggled, he wrote, “to get you to assist General Rosecrans, and you have 
repeatedly declared you would do it, and yet you steadily move the contrary way.” 
On further reflection, the letter is not sent. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John D. Imboden launch a successful 
attack on Cheat River, West Virginia. 

General Mahlon D. Manson assumes command of the XXIII Army Corps, Army 
of the Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Tioga captures the Confederate steamer Herald off the Bahamas. 

September 26 

South: General Henry C. Whiting is assigned to command the Confederate District 
of Cape Fear and the defenses of Wilmington, North Carolina. 

Southwest: General Edmund Kirby-Smith, trying to rally flagging morale in his 
Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department, declared to fellow citizens: “Your homes 
are in peril. Vigorous efforts on your part can alone save portions of your state from 
invasion. You should contest the advance of the enemy, thicket, guUy, and stream; 
harass his rear and cut off his supplies.” 

September 27 

North: President Abraham Lincoln again implores General Ambrose E. Burnside at 
Knoxville, Tennessee, to forward reinforcements to assist General William S. Rose¬ 
crans at Chattanooga. “My order to you meant simply that you should save Rose- 
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crans from being crushed out, believing if he lost his position, you could not hold 
East Tennessee in any event.” 

West: General Braxton Bragg determines to starve out the Army of the Cumber¬ 
land from Chattanooga, Tennessee, and orders General Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry to 
raid tenuous Union lines of communication throughout 60-mile-long Sequatchie 
Valley. Wheeler, who has little experience as a raider, openly doubts his prospects 
for success, yet declares to subordinates, “I have my orders, gentlemen, and I will 
attempt the work.” 

General Joseph O. Shelby’s Confederate cavalry skirmishes with Union troops 
at Moffat’s Station, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Clyde captures the Confederate schooner Amaranth off the Florida 
Keys. 

September 28 

West: General William S. Rosecrans accuses subordinates. Generals Alexander 
McCook and Thomas L. Crittenden, of failing to obey his orders at Chickamauga, 
and both are relieved of command pending a court of inquiry. 

September 29 

West: General John S. Williams and his 1,700 Confederate cavalry drive Union 
troops from Jonesborough, Tennessee, where they hold their position. 

Naval: The Federal gunboats USS Lafayette and Kenwood arrive at Morganza, Loui¬ 
siana (on Bayou Fordoche), to support General Napoleon J. T. Dana’s beleaguered 
command. His troops had been attacked previously by Confederate forces, losing 
400 prisoners, and are now reduced to 1,500 men. The presence of gunboats, how¬ 
ever, deters General Thomas Green from renewing his assault. 

The USS St. Louis under Commander George H. Preble drops anchor at Lisbon, 
Portugal, after a fruitless 100-day search for Confederate raiders. 

September 30 

Naval: The USS Rosalie captures the British blockade-runner Director on the Sani- 
bel River, Florida. 

October 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln instructs General John M. Schofield, com¬ 
manding Union forces in Missouri, to place increasing emphasis on civilian rule 
and domestic tranquility “Your immediate duty in regard to Missouri, now is to 
advance the efficiency of that establishment and to so use it, as far as practicable, to 
compel the excited people there to leave one another alone.” 

South: General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate troopers surprise a Union outpost on 
the north side of Robertson’s River, Virginia, taking several prisoners. 

West: General Robert Ransom arrives at Jonesboro, Tennessee, and orders GeneraJ 
John S. WiJJiams to take 1,700 Confederate cavalry on an expedition to seize the 
Cumberland Gap. Williams, however, exceeds his orders and rides eight miles past 
Greenville. 
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Union general Joseph Hooker arrives at Nashville, Tennessee, slightly ahead of 
his XI and XII Corps. 

General Joseph Wheeler leads 4,000 Confederate cavalry in skirmishes with 
Colonel George Crook’s 4th Ohio Cavalry at Smith’s Cross Roads, Tennessee, as he 
clamps down on Northern supply lines. A large Federal wagon train is also captured 
by the marauding Southerners. 

Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill begin to leave Kansas and 
ride for the relative safety of the Indian Territory to evade Union patrols. 

October 2 

West: Final elements of the Union XI and XII Corps under General Joseph Hooker 
reach Bridgeport, Alabama, after an impressive journey of 1,159 miles by rail. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler accosts a Union supply train 
in the Sequatchie Valley, Tennessee, capturing 800 wagons, 1,200 prisoners, and 
4,000 mules. 

Due to the activities of Gonfederate cavalry, the Army of the Cumberland, 
besieged in Chattanooga, is experiencing acute food shortages. 

Naval: The USS Bermuda captures the British blockade-runner Florrie off Matago¬ 
rda, Texas. 

October 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln designates the last Thursday in November 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton authorizes liberated African-American 
slaves to enlist in Maryland, Tennessee, and Missouri. 

South: Union batteries on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, cease 
firing on Fort Sumter after throwing an additional 560 shells at that beleaguered 
fortification. 

WEST: Confederate cavalry under General John S. Williams clash with General 
Samuel P. Carter’s Union troops outside Greenville, Tennessee. After a prolonged 
skirmish, the Federals withdraw. 

The town of McMinnville, Tennessee, is captured by 2,500 Confederate cavalry 
under General John A. Wharton, who seizes 585 prisoners. 

General William B. Franklin leads 19,500 Union troops of his XIX Corps from 
Fort Bisland, Louisiana, and marches westward from Berwick Bay. His objective is to 
march up to Bayou Teche as far as Lafayette and then to proceed directly into Texas. 
Simultaneously, General Cadwallader C. Washburn conducts the XIII Corps from 
Berwick to Bayou Carrion Crow for the same reason. Both columns are opposed by 
8,000 Confederates under General Richard Taylor. 

October 4 

West: General James R. Ghalmers leads Gonfederate cavalry on an extended raid 
into western Tennessee and northern Mississippi. 

Gonfederate cavalry under General Joseph O. Shelby skirmishes with Union 
forces at Neosho, Missouri. 
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October 5 

West: Union cavalry under General Samuel P. Carter stage a night attack on the 
Confederate camp at Greenville, Tennessee. However, General John S. Williams 
mounts a staunch defense, and the Federals eventually withdraw. 

The Army of the Cumberland, besieged at Chattanooga, Tennessee, is reinforced 
by the arrival of the XI and XII Corps under General Joseph Hooker, along with 
portions of the XV Corps from Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler score a major blow by 
destroying the Stone’s River Railroad bridge at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. However, 
their rear guard is subsequently scattered by the charge of General Robert B. Mitch¬ 
ell’s 2nd Union Cavalry Division. 

General Joseph O. Shelby’s Confederate raiders skirmish with Union troops at 
Stockton, Missouri. 

Naval: The CSS David, a torpedo boat with an especially low silhouette and equipped 
with an exploding spar, steams out of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, at night 
intending to jab at the waterline of USS New Ironsides. Its approach goes nearly 
undetected until Federal sentinels open fire with small arms, which is immediately 
followed by the detonation of the Confederate device. The New Ironsides sustains 
heavy damage while David, its own boilers extinguished by the explosion, drifts 
helplessly alongside its victim for several minutes. Commander W. T. Glassell and a 
sailor are consequently captured, but the two remaining crew members relight the 
boders and steam off to safety. A concerned admiral John A. B. Dahlgren anticipates 
future attacks. “How far the enemy may seem encouraged I do not know,” he wrote 
the navy secretary “but I think it will be well to be prepared against a considerable 
issue of these small craft.” 

Armed boats from the USS Granite City capture the British blockade-runner 
Concordia at Calcasieu Pass, Louisiana. 

October 6 

West: General Joseph Wheeler’s Confederate cavalry column is handled roughly by 
the 2nd Cavalry Division under General Robert B. Mitchell, and nearly driven into 
the Duck River before escaping. 

General James R. Chalmer’s Confederate cavalry skirmish along the Coldwater 
River, Mississippi. 

General Joseph O. Shelby’s Confederate raiders hit Union positions at Humans- 
ville, Missouri. 

Confederate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill attack what they think is 
an isolated Union outpost at Baxter Springs, Kansas. The garrison, consisting of 
90 men of the 2nd Kansas Colored Infantry and 3rd Wisconsin Cavalry, are nearly 
overwhelmed but gradually repel the guerrillas through effective use of a howit¬ 
zer. Meanwhile, a second column commanded by Quantrill encounters the retinue 
of General James G. Blunt, then shifting his headquarters from Fort Scott to Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. The guerrillas, clad in captured blue uniforms, trot right up to the 
column of 100 men and several wagons before shooting. Only Blunt and a third 
of his men manage to escape; the rest are captured and murdered in cold blood; 
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among those slain is the son of General Samuel R. Curtis. This affair leads to Blunt’s 
dismissal for negligence. 

Naval: The USS Beauregard captures the Confederate sloop Last Trial off Key West, 
Florida. 

The USS Virginia captures the British blockade-runner Jenny off the Texas 
coast. 

October 7 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart successfully raid Union 
pickets at Utz’s Ford on the Rapidan River, Virginia. 

Union reconnaissance parties report unusual Confederate activity south of the 
Rapidan River. In fact, General Robert E. Lee, aware that the Army of the Potomac 
has been weakened by the transfers of two corps to the West, prepares to strike at 
its right flank. 

West: Union and Confederate cavalry under Generals Samuel P. Carter and John S. 
WiUliams, respectively, skirmish again outside Greenville, Tennessee. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Cayuga destroy the grounded Confederate 
blockade-runner Pushmahata off the Calcasieu River, Louisiana. 

A bold overland expedition launched from the USS Osage from the Mississippi 
to the Red River results in the destruction of the Confederate steamers Robert Fulton 
and Argus. 

October 9 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis stops in Atlanta, Georgia, en route to Tennessee 
and harangues the populace to thunderous applause. 

South: General Robert E. Lee advances against the right flank of General George G. 
Meade’s Army of the Potomac by crossing the Rapidan River and marching north 
toward Washington, D.C. With one corps detached in Tennessee, Lee musters the 11 
Corps of General Richard S. Ewell, the 111 Corps of newly elevated general Ambrose 
P. HUl, and the cavalry corps under General J. E. B. Stuart. 

WEST: General Joseph Wheeler ends his spectacularly successful strike against 
Union supply lines by recrossing the Tennessee River at Muscle Shoals, Alabama. In 
a week, he inflicts 2,000 Union casualties, captures more than 1,000 wagons, burns 
five bridges, tears up miles of track, and ruins millions of dollars in equipment. 
This proves one of the most destructive raids of the entire war and nearly throttles 
the Army of the Cumberland, already on half rations at Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
However, Wheeler’s own losses exceed 2,000 and raise questions as to his abilities 
as a raider. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury 
captures and burns the Union ship Bold Hunter off the coast of West Africa. 

October 10 

North: The War Department requests additional gunboat support for the army of 
General William T. Sherman at Eastport, Tennessee. 

South: General Robert E. Lee, apprised that the Army of the Potomac has dis¬ 
patched the VI and Vll Corps to assist Union forces at Chattanooga, Tennessee, opts 



1863 


Chronology 359 


for offensive operations and moves toward the Army of the Potomac. Meanwhile, 
General George M. Meade informs a disappointed President Abraham Lincoln that 
he is falling back behind the Rappahannock to thwart Confederate moves to turn 
his right flank and interpose themselves between him and Washington, D.C. 

Confederate authorities are forced to dispatch 1,000 soldiers to suppress mount¬ 
ing Union sentiment in and around Elizabeth City and Edenton, North Carolina. 
The troops are also there to help enforce local conscription efforts. 

West: In Tennessee the Union XX and XXI Corps are consolidated into the new IV 
Corps under General Gordon Granger. 

General Ambrose E. Burnside directs a cavalry brigade and an infantry divi¬ 
sion at Blue Springs, Tennessee, where 1,700 Confederates under General John S. 
Williams are lurking. The Eederals advance in force across broken, heavily wooded 
terrain and nearly break the Confederate line when they are suddenly bombarded 
by masked batteries. Burnside, having lost 100 men killed and wounded, orders a 
withdrawal back to Knoxville. Williams, who also falls back through the Cumber¬ 
land Gap, records his losses at 261. 

President Jefferson Davis arrives at Chattanooga, Tennessee, to confer with Gen¬ 
eral Braxton Bragg over military strategy. He is also there to quell seething unrest 
between Bragg and his senior subordinates. 

October 11 

South: Heavy skirmishing erupts around the Rapidan and Rappahannock rivers 
as Confederate forces occupy Culpeper, Virginia, and maneuver for advantage in 
the still-evolving Bristoe Campaign. General Robert E. Lee, wishing to emulate his 
earlier success at Second Manassas, sends the 111 Corps under General Ambrose P. 
Hill on a circuitous march around the Union right while the 11 Corps of General 
Richard S. Ewell advances along the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph O. Shelby capture Boonville, Mis¬ 
souri, on the Missouri River. 

Naval: The USS Nansemond shells the Confederate steamer Douro after driving it 
aground at New Inlet, North Carolina, wrecking it. This vessel previously had been 
captured on March 9,1863, and sold, but somehow it ended up back in Confeder¬ 
ate hands. 

The USS Madgie sinks in rough seas while being towed off Erying Pan Shoals, 
North Carolina. 

The USS Union captures the Confederate steamer Spaulding near St. Andrew 
Sound, Georgia. 

October 12 

Naval: The USS Kanawha and Eugenie, while chasing a Confederate steamer into 
Mobile Bay, Alabama, receive heavy fire from nearby Port Morgan and draw off. 

October 13 

Politics: The Republican governors prevail during elections held in Indiana, Iowa, 
and Ohio. Poremost among the victors are Andrew Curtin, Pennsylvania’s prowar 
governor and staunch ally of President Abraham Lincoln. By contrast. Peace Demo- 
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crat Clement L. Vallandigham, who ran for the Ohio governorship while exiled in 
Canada, is defeated soundly by a proadministration Republican. 

South: While scouting ahead of the main Confederate army, General J. E. B. Stu¬ 
art suddenly finds himself surrounded by two Union brigades belonging to the II 
Corps, which encamp for the evening on either side of Catlett’s Station, Virginia. He 
orders his men sequestered in the nearby woods and silently waits for dawn. 

A Federal attempt to snare Confederate guerrilla leader Silas E Gregory fails at 
Indiantown, North Carolina. 

West: President Jefferson Davis, after conferring with General Braxton Bragg in 
northern Georgia, authorizes that officer to transfer the contentious general Daniel 
H. Hill from his command. 

General Joseph O. Shelby meets with a rare rebuff while attacking the Union 
garrison at Arrow Rock, Missouri. 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Braziliera captures the Confederate schooner 
Mary off St. Simon’s, Georgia. 

October 14 

North: General Samuel P. Heintzelman is replaced by General Christopher C. Augur 
as head of the Department of Washington, D.C., and its attendant XXll Corps. 
South: General Ambrose P. Hill, marching through Warrenton, Virginia, perceives 
the rear guard of General George G. Meade strung out and fording the Broad Run 
at Bristoe Station. Hill, anxious to inflict damage, immediately decides to attack. 
However, he does so impetuously without proper reconnaissance and commits only 
two brigades of General Henry Heth’s division to the assault. Hill’s target is the V 
Corps of General George Sykes, but, unknown to him, the entire II Corps of General 
Gouveneur K. Warren lays in wait behind a railroad embankment at right angles to 
his advance. No sooner do the North Carolina brigades of General John R. Cooke 
and William W. Kirkland charge than they are enfiladed immediately by a hail of 
artillery and musketry. Hit continuously from the front and the side, Heth’s attack 
crumbles after 40 minutes of one-sided slaughter, and he withdraws. By day’s end, 
the Confederates sustain 1,361 casualties, including Cooke and Kirkland wounded, 
while Union losses are 548. The following day, while traversing the field still strewn 
with Confederate dead. Hill attempts to explain his embarrassing predicament to 
General Robert E. Lee, who curtly replies, “Bury these poor men and let us say no 
more about it.” 

Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart, surrounded by Union forces 
at Cattlet’s Station, Virginia, suddenly charge through the enemy camp in a dense 
fog. The Southerners are repulsed by troops under General Joshua Owen and 
Colonel Thomas Smyth, but the bulk of Stuart’s cavalry escape in the confusion. 
The Federals lose 11 killed and 42 wounded while taking 28 prisoners. The only 
Confederate fatality is Colonel Thomas Ruffin of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry. 
Once again, Stuart’s bold resourcefulness in the face of steep odds voids a poten¬ 
tial disaster. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell skirmish with Confederates 
at Salt Lick Bridge, West Virginia. 
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Naval: The USS Queen City departs from Helena, Arkansas, and lends close-fire 
support to army troops engaged at Friar’s Point, Mississippi. The expedition nets 
more than 200 bales of cotton. 

October 15 

West: Union forces capture all 37 men of a Confederate raiding party who were 
trying to burn the bridge at Hedgesville, West Virginia. 

Naval: The day before it is to be committed to combat, the experimental Confed¬ 
erate submarine CSS Hunley disastrously founders a second time in Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, killing all seven crew members with the craft’s inventor, 
Horace L. Hunley, among them. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, still impressed 
with the potential of the craft, orders it raised from a watery grave and pressed back 
into service. 

The USS Honduras captures the British blockade-runner Mail off St. Petersburg, 
Florida. 

The USS Commodore and Corypheus destroy a Confederate tannery at Bay St. 
Louis, Mississippi. 

October 16 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, acting through the offices of General in 
Chief Henry W. Halleck, urges General George G. Meade to attack General Rob¬ 
ert E. Lee’s forces, but Meade continues resisting such prodding. Lee, meanwhile, 
falls back and assumes strong defensive positions behind the Rappahannock 
line. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant assumes control of the new Military Division of the 
Mississippi, which unites the old departments of the Ohio, the Cumberland, and 
the Tennessee under a single tent. This effectively places him in control of Federal 
military operations from the Appalachians to the Mississippi River. Grant himself 
has been summoned to Cairo, Illinois, for a conference with Secretary of War Edwin 
M. Stanton, although the two will encounter each other accidently at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Adela and Tahoma march 14 miles overland 
up the Hillsboro River, Elorida, to launch a night attack on known Confederate 
blockade-runners Scottish Chief and Kate Dale. Both vessels are burned, but the 
Federal sailors suffer five killed, 10 wounded, and five captured. 

The USS Tennessee captures the British blockade-runner Friendship near Rio 
Brazos, Texas, and also drives the Confederate schooner Jane ashore. 

October 17 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln requests the services of 300,000 more 
volunteers. 

South: General Robert E. Lee disengages the Army of Northern Virginia and 
marches away from Bull Run, Virginia. To help mask this maneuver. General J. E. 
B. Stuart divides his cavalry command, sending General Wade Hampton’s brigade 
through Gainesville and Haymarket while General Eitzhugh Lee directs his brigade 
toward Manassas Junction and Bristoe Station. 
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West: General William S. Rosecrans is relieved formally from the Army of the 
Cumberland and succeeded by General George H. Thomas. The new commander 
calmly reviews the perilous situation of his army at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and 
declares, “We will hold the town till we starve.” 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Ward burn the Confederate schooner Rover at 
Murrell’s Inlet, North Carolina. 

October 18 

South: Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart, approaching Groveton, 
Virginia, suddenly encounter General Hugh J. Kilpatrick’s Union cavalry. Stuart 
withdraws in the direction of Gainesville and then holds his position until nightfall, 
awaiting the arrival of his second brigade under General Fitzhugh Lee. Once pres¬ 
ent, Lee then suggests that on the following morning Stuart should feign retreat 
and withdraw slowly toward Warrenton. This will enable Lee’s troopers to assail 
Kilpatrick’s left flank and rear the moment they cross Broad Run. Stuart agrees to 
the stratagem and makes dispositions to implement it. 

A quick strike by the Virginia Partisan Rangers under Major John S. Mosby leads 
to the capture of 100 horses, prisoners, and valuable equipment near Annandale, 
Virginia. 

West: Confederate forces under General John D. Imboden surround and capture 
250 men of the 9th Maryland at Charles Town, West Virginia. 

Naval: Confederate divers relocate the hull of the submarine CSS Hunley in nine 
fathoms of water and begin recovery operations. 

October 19 

South: As anticipated. Confederate cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart are 
attacked by General Hugh J. Kirkpatrick’s Union troopers at Warrenton, Virginia. 
Stuart, with the brigade of General Fitzhugh Lee secretly deployed on the Union 
flank, falls back to Buckland Mills on Broad Run, enticing the impetuous Kilpat¬ 
rick forward. Kilpatrick willingly obliges, and he sends General George A. Custer’s 
Michigan brigade to commence the affair. Just as the fighting begins, Lee’s bri¬ 
gade suddenly strikes Custer’s flank and rear with his 2nd Virginia Cavalry. Stuart, 
observing the trap sprung, instantly orders the 1st North Carolina forward at the 
charge. Custer’s men are predictably routed and flee directly into General Henry 
E. Davis’s brigade as it canters up in support. Chaos reigns as the startled troops 
try to extricate themselves, and Kilpatrick orders a retreat with vengeful Confeder¬ 
ates pursuing hotly. Stuart gradually reins in his men after a five-mile chase from 
Buckland back to Warrenton, securing 150 prisoners and eight wagons for a loss of 
30 casualties. Thereafter, this embarrassing affair becomes jocularly known among 
Southern horsemen as the “Buckland Races.” 

Having failed to lure General George G. Meade into battle, the Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia of General Robert E. Lee settles into defensive positions along the 
Rappahannock River, with bridgeheads at Rappahannock Station and Kelly’s Ford. 
His aborted Bristoe Campaign cost the Confederacy 205 killed and 1,176 wounded 
(1,381) to a Federal tally of 136 dead, 733 wounded, and 1,423 missing (2,292). 
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Nonetheless, Union forces have been pushed back 40 miles in another brilliant 
offensive maneuver. 

October 20 

South: General Cadwallader C. Washburn assumes command of the XIll Corps 
in Mississippi. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel George C. Dibrell attack a Union wagon 
train at Philadelphia, Tennessee, inflicting 479 casualties. 

Naval: A party from the USS T. A. Ward lands at Murrell’s Inlet, North Carolina, 
looking for freshwater, but it is surprised by Confederate cavalry and loses 10 men 
captured. 

The USS Annie captures the British blockade-runner Martha Jane off Bayport, 
Florida. 

October 21 

South: Union forces under General William B. Franklin occupy Opelousas, Louisi¬ 
ana, the farthest they reach during the so-called Bayou Teche operation. 

Naval: The USS Currituck captures the Confederate steamer Three Brothers in the 
Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

The USS Nansemond chases the Confederate steamer Venus aground near Cape 
Fear, North Carolina, where it is burned to prevent capture. 

The USS /. P. Jackson captures the Confederate schooner Syrena off Deer Island, 
Mississippi. 

October 22 

South: Pursuing Federal forces attack and overrun a detachment belonging to 
Major John S. Mosby’s partisan rangers near Annandale, Virginia. 

Naval: The unescorted Union steamer Mist is boarded and destroyed by Confeder¬ 
ate guerrillas at Ship Island, Mississippi. Hereafter, Admiral David D. Porter advises 
General William T. Sherman that “steamers should not be allowed to land anywhere 
but at a military port, or at a place guarded by a gunboat.” 

October 23 

South: President Jefferson Davis relieves General Leonidas Polk as corps com¬ 
mander in the Army of Tennessee to end tensions with his superior. General Brax¬ 
ton Bragg. He is replaced by General William J. Hardee. 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant arrives at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and assumes 
command of the Army of the Cumberland. Accompanied by General George H. 
Thomas, they advance to within gunshot range of Confederate lines below Lookout 
Mountain for a peek at enemy positions. Satisfied, Grant next orders a new supply 
route established from Bridgeport to the beleaguered garrison, the so-called Cracker 
Line. He also begins to plan an immediate counterstrike against General Braxton 
Bragg on the heights overlooking the city. Union fortunes are bolstered further by 
the forthcoming arrival of the XI and XII Corps under General Joseph Hooker, and 
the XV Corps of General William T. Sherman. 
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Naval: The USS Norfolk Packet captures the Confederate schooner Ocean Bird near 
St. Augustine Inlet, Florida. 

October 24 

West: Acting on the advice of Chattanooga’s chief engineer, General William F. 
Smith, General Ulysses S. Grant authorizes a strategy to open up a new supply route 
on the Tennessee River below Confederate-held Racoon Mountain. This stratagem 
is necessary to supplant the awkward 60-mile route for supplies from northern 
Alabama through the Sequatchie Valley, which is also subject to interdiction by 
Confederate cavalry. 

General William T. Sherman is appointed commander of the Army of the Tennes¬ 
see once it finally arrives at Chattanooga, Tennessee, from Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
Naval: The USS Calypso captures the British blockade-runner Herald off Frying 
Pan Shoals, North Carolina. 

The Federal gunboats USS Hastings and Key West arrive at Eastport, Mississippi, 
in support of army operations along the Tennessee River under General William T. 
Sherman. 

The USS Conestoga captures the Confederate steamer Lille Martin and the tug 
Sweden off Napoleon, Mississippi. 

October 25 

West: Confederate forces under General John S. Marmaduke attack and temporar¬ 
ily occupy Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Kittatinny captures the Confederate schooner Reserve off Pass 
CavaUo, Texas. 

October 26 

South: Major John S. Mosby’s partisans attack a Union wagon train near New Balti¬ 
more, Virginia, seizing 145 horses before Union cavalry arrives to chase them off. 

Union batteries recommence their second, intensive bombardment of Fort 
Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. They fire 625 heavy shot into the crum¬ 
bling works on the first day. 

General William B. Franklin abandons his proposed offensive into East Texas 
through the bayou country and halts at Opelousas. He finds the foreboding, 
swampy terrain, made worse by incessant rainfall, impassible and retraces his steps 
back to New Iberia. The retreating Federals are followed closely by Confederate 
forces under ever-aggressive General Richard Taylor, who awaits an opportunity 
to strike. 

West: As General Joseph Hooker approaches Chattanooga, Tennessee, with the XI 
and XII Corps, General William B. Hazen of IV Corps orchestrates laying a pon¬ 
toon bridge across the Tennessee River at Brown’s Eerry, opposite Confederate-held 
Racoon Mountain, to open up a riverine supply line to the beleaguered city. A bri¬ 
gade under General John B. Turchin then crosses over, defeats a determined charge 
by the 15th Alabama on the west bank, and secures a bridgehead. Union bases in 
northern Alabama are now capable of funneling aid directly to the garrison without 
resorting to the torturous trail running north through the mountains. 
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Naval: The ironclad fleet under Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren commences another 
intensive, two-week bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina. Despite a terrific pounding, the Confederate garrison holds on. 

October 27 

West: General Joseph Hooker commences operations to reopen the Tennes¬ 
see River and facilitate the flow of Union supplies to Chattanooga, Tennessee. He 
advances the XI and XII Corps under his command from Bridgeport, Alabama, 
toward Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee River, crosses over, and clears Confederates 
from nearby Racoon Mountain. This move forces General Evander M. Law’s divi¬ 
sion to withdraw to the west side of Lookout Mountain. Hooker also positions a 
force under General John W. Geary, XII Corps, at Wauhatchie Station to guard his 
line of communications from possible attack. 

General William T. Sherman advances from Vicksburg, Mississippi, toward Chatta¬ 
nooga, Tennessee, having been directed previously by General in Chief Henry W. Hal- 
leck to repair Union rail lines en route. General Ulysses S. Grant, however, summarily 
cancels his instructions and orders him forward to Chattanooga with aU speed. 
Naval: A convoy of Federal troops under General Nathaniel R Banks departs New 
Orleans, Louisiana, escorted by the USS Monongahela, Virginia, and Owasco. They 
are tasked with capturing Brazos, Santiago, and the mouth of the Rio Grande, Texas. 
It is anticipated that success here will deter French troops from crossing the river 
from Mexico. 

The USS Granite City captures the Confederate schooner Anita at Pass Cavallo, 
Texas. 

October 28 

West: General Braxton Bragg orders General James Longstreet to mount an attack 
on the Union bridgehead at Brown’s Ferry. Instead, Longstreet instructs the divi¬ 
sion of General Micah Jenkins to hit the Union rear guard at Wauhatchie Station 
at night. Although the attack is scheduled to kick off at 10:00 p.m., the four South¬ 
ern brigades became lost in the dark and can only grope their way toward Union 
positions. Longstreet then cancels the operation and returns to camp, but his mes¬ 
senger never reaches Jenkins in time. At about midnight, the first Union sentries 
are encountered and eliminated, but General John W. Geary is alert and mounts a 
strong defense with two brigades. 

General John M. Palmer assumes command of the XIV Corps in Tennessee. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Georgia under Lieutenant William L. Maury 
concludes a seven-month cruise against Union commerce by dropping anchor at 
Cherbourg, France. 

October 29 

South: President Jefferson Davis, continuing on his morale-raising tour of the 
Deep South, stops at Atlanta, Georgia. 

The latest round of Union bombardment at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, amounts to 2,691 shells and 33 slain Confederates, but the defend¬ 
ers stiU refuse to yield. 
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West: President Jefferson Davis grants a petition by General Nathan B. Forrest to be 
detached from the Army of Tennessee on the grounds that he has feuded seriously 
with General Braxton Bragg. The renowned “Wizard of the Saddle” is then granted 
an independent command based in northern Mississippi. 

An early morning Confederate attack unfolds against Union positions at Wau- 
hatchie Station, Tennessee. General Micah Jenkin s division of four brigades hits the 
Union camp hard in the darkness, but Federal troops under General John W. Geary, 
firing at muzzle flashes, resist stoutly. The Confederates charge the ‘V’ shaped Union 
line repeatedly, but fail to break it, and at 3:00 a.m., Jenkins retreats back to Lookout 
Mountain. Fighting dies down along the line as General Joseph Flooker dispatches 
General Carl Schurz’s division to Geary’s aid, but they became lost and fail to arrive. 
Confederate losses are 34 killed, 305 wounded, and 69 missing to a Union tally of 78 
killed, 327 wounded, and 15 missing. The tenuous union supply line remains secure. 

Union cavalry belonging to General George FI. Thomas attack and rout a detach¬ 
ment of Confederates at Centerville, Tennessee, taking 90 captives. 

General Frank P. Blair assumes command of the XV Corps in Tennessee. 

October 30 

Politics: A gathering of Unionists convenes at Fort Smith, Arkansas, to elect a 
representative to the U.S. Congress. 

North: James H. Wilson is appointed brigadier general, U.S. Army. 

West: The Federal transport Chattanooga arrives up the Tennessee River and docks 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, bringing much needed sustenance to the beleaguered 
Army of the Cumberland. 

Naval: The USS Annie captures the British blockade-runner Meteor at Bayport, 
Florida. 

The USS Vanderbilt captures the Confederate bark Saxon at Angra Pequena, 
Africa. 

Federal gunboats USS Lexington, Hastings, Key West, Cricket, Tobb, Romeo, and 
Peosta relocate by steaming from the Mississippi to the Tennessee River in support 
of General William T. Sherman. 

October 31 

South: Union batteries continue with the latest round of shelling at Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

Naval: Instruction begins for 52 midshipmen at the Confederate Naval Academy 
housed aboard the CSS Patrick Henry at Drewry’s Bluff, James River, Virginia. 

November 1 

South: Federal gunners dump another 768 rounds on the shattered remnants of Fort 
Sumter, South Carolina, but the garrison, holed up in hombproofs, grimly hangs on. 

Union forces under General William B. Franklin withdraw from Opelousas, 
Louisiana, back to New Iberia. This concludes the latest Union attempt to reach 
Sabine Pass, Texas, via Bayou Teche. 

West: A force 5,000 Union cavalry and mounted infantry under General William 
W. Averell clatters out from Beverly, West Virginia, and into the Allegheny Moun- 
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tains on an extended raid toward Lewisburg. Averell’s orders are to destroy the East 
Tennessee and Virginia Railroad in concert with another column commanded by 
General Alfred N. Duffie. 

Union steamers continue landing supplies at Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee 
River, signaling the end of General Braxton Bragg’s siege of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Because General George H. Thomas’s hungry defenders eagerly await the new influx 
of hardtack, the new route is christened the “Cracker Line.” 

November 2 

Politics: A Pennsylvania committee, tasked with organizing festivities surrounding 
the dedication of a Union cemetery for soldiers fallen at the Battle of Gettysburg, 
invites President Abraham Lincoln to attend the ceremony, slated for November 19. 
To their surprise and delight, the chief executive accepts and begins to work on a 
speech in which to express his justification of the war effort. 

South: President Jefferson Davis is on hand to witness Union artillerists fire another 
793 rounds against Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. Nonetheless, 
he “did not believe that Charleston would ever be taken.” 

November 3 

South: Union gunners pour an additional 661 rounds on the ruins of Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, apparently to no effect. 

Major John S. Mosby defeats a detachment of Union cavalry at Catlett’s Station, 
Virginia. 

Union and Confederate force skirmish heavily along the Bayou Borbeau, Loui¬ 
siana. Three Federal divisions under General William B. Franklin’s XIX Corps 
encamp carelessly and beyond mutual supporting distance. General Richard Tay¬ 
lor, though outnumbered two to one, masses his Confederates for a sudden attack 
on General Stephen G. Burbridge’s exposed division. Security proves lax, and when 
Southern cavalry under General Thomas Green suddenly emerge out of a ravine, 
the Yankees scatter in camp. Burbridge, unable to reform his line, calls the retreat 
and is hounded all the way back to the camp of General George F. McGinnis, three 
miles distant. Losses in this sharp and embarrassing affair are 25 Union dead, 129 
wounded, and 562 captured, along with one cannon. 

West: A force 1,700 Union cavalry under General Alfred N. Duffie gallops out from 
Charleston, West Virginia, on a converted drive against Confederate positions at 
Lewisburg. Once present, he is to destroy the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad 
in concert with a column led by General WiUiam W. Averell. 

Confederate cavalry under General John R. Chalmers unsuccessfully attack the 
Union garrison at Collierville, Tennessee, losing 95 men. 

General John McNeil assumes command of the Union District of the Frontier. 
Naval: The USS Kenwood captures the Confederate steamer Black Hawk off Port 
Hudson, Louisiana. 

Federal gunboats Monongahela, Owasco, and Virginia support troop landings 
under General Nathaniel P. Banks as they capture Brazos Island, Texas. The Union 
finally acquires a toehold in the Lone Star State. 
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November 4 

West: General Braxton Bragg directs General James Longstreet to march 15,000 
men against Union positions at Knoxville, Tennessee. The actual decision originates 
with President Jefferson Davis, partially to tie down Union assets in the eastern por¬ 
tion of the state and partially to lessen tensions between two headstrong leaders by 
separating them. Longstreet takes with him the divisions of General Micah Jenkins, 
General Lafayette McLaws, two artillery battalions under General Edward P. Alex¬ 
ander, and the cavalry of General Joseph Wheeler. The move itself is a bold expedi¬ 
ent, which, if successful, wiU reopen direct communications with Virginia. Bragg, 
however, is seriously weakening his own defensive lines just as General Ulysses S. 
Grant prepares to attack below Chattanooga. 

Southwest: Brownsville, Texas, is formally occupied by Union forces under Gener¬ 
als Napoleon J. T. Dana and Nathaniel P. Banks. 

Naval: The USS Virginia captures the British blockade-runner Matamoras off the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, Texas. 

The USS Monongahela, Virginia, and Owasco assist the army troops of General 
Napoleon J. T. Dana to seize Brownsville, Texas. 

November 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln rebukes General Nathaniel P. Banks for his 
tardy efforts at reestablishing a constitutional government in Louisiana, which, he 
insists, must assure African Americans “on the question of their permanent free¬ 
dom.” 

South: In several operations Major John S. Mosby reports that he has captured 75 
prisoners and more than 100 mules and horses in the region Union forces deem 
“Mosby’s Confederacy.” 

West: In light of General James Longstreet’s offensive against Knoxville, Tennessee, 
General Ulysses S. Grant pensively awaits reinforcements under General William T. 
Sherman so that he finally can break the Confederate stranglehold on Chattanooga. 
For Grant, it is imperative to strike General Braxton Bragg before Longstreet attacks 
and possibly defeats General Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX Corps at Knoxville. 

Naval: The USS Nansemond, Keystone State, and Howquah chase and capture the 
Confederate vessel Margaret and Jessie off Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. This is one 
of the more enterprising blockade-runners extant, having completed 15 successful 
trips. 

The cannonading of Fort Sumter, South Carolina, continues unabated, and 
Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren notes: “The only original feature left is the northeast 
face, the rest is a pile of rubbish.” 

The USS Beauregard seizes the British blockade-runner Volante near Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 

The USS Virginia and Owasco capture the British blockade-runners Science and 
Dashing Wave at the mouth of the Rio Grande, Texas. 

November 6 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis pays a morale-raising visit to Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 
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West: General William W. Averell encounters a Confederate brigade of 1,700 men 
and six cannon under General John Echols at Droop Mountain, West Virginia. 
Averell quickly plans to send his infantry skirting around the enemy left while his 
own artillery and cavalry demonstrate against Echol’s center. At 3:00 p.m., the Con¬ 
federate line, threatened from two directions, collapses and flees down the moun¬ 
tainside. Averell, having captured a battle flag and a cannon, declines to pursue. 

Confederate cavalry under General William E. Jones captures Rogersville, Ten¬ 
nessee, netting 775 prisoners, 32 wagons, and 1,000 horses. 

Southwest: General Nathaniel P. Banks lands and consolidates Union positions at 
Brownsville and Point Isabelle, Texas. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union bark Amanda in the Dutch East Indies. 

November 7 

South: The Army of the Potomac pushes two brigades over the Rappahannock and 
into stiff fights at Kelly’s Eord and Rappahannock Station. General Robert E. Lee has 
maintained a bridgehead on the north bank of the Rappahannock River, not really 
expecting General George G. Meade to attack in force, but when he does, the defend¬ 
ers are caught unawares. General William H. French, commanding the I, II, and II 
Corps, is ordered to cross the Rappahannock River at Kelly’s Ford, then guarded by 
General Robert Rodes’ division. At the onset, the 2nd and 30th North Carolina are 
overwhelmed in a surprise attack, and many are captured; 349 are casualties. Union 
forces now are established firmly on the south bank of the Rappahannock. 

Five miles upstream. General John Sedgwick moves his V and VI Corps rapidly 
against Rappahannock Station, defended by the celebrated “Louisiana Tigers” of 
Colonel Harry T. Hays and a division under General Robert Hoke. Fighting rages 
throughout the day as Federal troops work their way around the Confederate flanks, 
but they fail to press their attack home. Combat stops with nightfall, and General 
Lee somewhat naturally assumes the enemy would not attack further that night, so 
he declines to reinforce the bridgehead. He intends to counterattack the following 
day, but Sedgwick preempts him. That evening, through a driving downpour, he 
leads the 6th Maine in a bayonet charge that startles the “Tigers” and drives them 
from their rifle pits. The 5th Wisconsin also comes up in support and makes good 
progress until the coup finally is delivered by a brigade under Colonel Emory Upton. 
The Confederate bridgehead is crushed, and 1,600 prisoners are taken, including 
Colonel Archibald C. Godwin. Total Confederate casualties number 2,023, prin¬ 
cipally captured, while the Federals lose 370. Lee, somewhat embarrassed to find 
his defensive positions suddenly compromised, rapidly withdraws south toward 
Culpeper Court House. 

West: Union cavalry columns under General William W. Averell and Alfred N. A. 
Duffie unite in Lewisburg, West Virginia, where they destroy numerous Confeder¬ 
ate supplies. But finding their path to Dublin blocked by felled trees and other 
obstacles, both leaders decide to abandon their raid. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Sagamore capture the British blockade-runner 
Paul near Bayport, Florida. 
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Confederate guerrillas capture and burn the steamer Allen Collier at Whitworth’s 
Landing, Mississippi, after it left the protection of the Federal gunboat USS Eastport. 

November 8 

West: John C. Breckinridge replaces General Daniel H. Hill as commander of the II 
Corps, Army of Tennessee, because of tensions with commanding General Braxton 
Bragg. 

Naval: The USS Janies Adger and Niphon capture the Confederate steamer Cornubia 
near New Inlet, North Carolina. 

November 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln attends the theater in Washington, D.C., 
ironically observing actor John Wilkes Booth perform in The Marble Heart. 

President Jefferson Davis’s train finally chugs into Richmond, Virginia, slowed 
somewhat by a snowstorm. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter suggests to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles that 
the Coast Survey be employed in making detailed maps of the various creeks and 
tributaries emanating from the Mississippi River, “where navigation is made up of 
innumerable lakes and bayous not known to any but the most experienced pilots.” 

The USS James Adger finally seizes the Confederate vessel Robert E. Lee off Cape 
Lookout Shoals, North Carolina. This is another successful blockade-runner with 
20 completed trips on its ledgers. 

The USS Niphon captures the Confederate vessel Ella and Annie near Mason- 
boro Inlet, North Carolina. 

November 10 

South: The Army of Northern Virginia, falling back, settles into defensive positions 
behind the Rapidan River to await developments. 

For the past three days Union gunners deliver 1,753 artillery rounds against 
the ruins of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, without prompting a 
Confederate surrender. 

Naval: The USS Howquah captures the Confederate steamer Ella off Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 

After two weeks of concentrated bombardment, the ironclad squadron of 
Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren reports having fired 9,036 projectiles at Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The post is reduced to rubble yet refuses to 
yield. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union clipper ship Winged Racer in the Straits of Sunda off Java. 

November 11 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, ever concerned about the situation before 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, warns General Braxton Bragg to “not allow the enemy to 
get up all his reinforcements before striking him, if it can be avoided.” 

South: The politically well-connected general Benjamin F. Butler supersedes Gen¬ 
eral John G. Foster as commander of the Union Department of Virginia and North 
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Carolina. He immediately orders troops to arrest any civilians using “opprobrious 
or threatening language” against them. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes burns 
the Union clipper Contest in the Caspar Straits. 

November 12 

South: Union batteries on Morris Island, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, com¬ 
mence another prolonged bombardment of the stiU defiant Fort Sumter. 

WEST: Generals James Longstreet and Joseph Wheeler mass their respective com¬ 
mands at Loudon, Tennessee, prior to advancing on nearby Knoxville. The weather 
and marching conditions up to this point have been horrid and greatly impede 
their progress. 

November 14 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest is assigned to the Confederate command of West 
Tennessee. 

At Chattanooga, General William T. Sherman begins a personal reconnaissance 
of the northern end of Missionary Ridge, constituting the right wing of General 
Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. 

General James Longstreet’s 15,000 Confederates begin to cross the Tennessee 
River at Loudon, Tennessee, having covered only 60 miles in eight days of hard 
marching. He then makes a tactical mistake by dispatching the bulk of his cav¬ 
alry under General Joseph Wheeler on a raid toward the Holston River south of 
Knoxville. This deprives him of his best fighting troops just as a series of small- 
scale engagements starts to erupt. Prior to Longstreet’s arrival. General Ambrose E. 
Burnside gallops into Loudon to supervise the evacuation of 5,000 Union troops 
there personally, and he shepherds them back to Knoxville. This effort turns out 
to be Burnside’s best performance of the entire war, and a curious parallel race 
then unfolds as the two forces—almost within gunshot of each other—slog through 
ankle-deep mud vying to reach Knoxville first. 

Naval: Union forces apprehend Confederate navy master John Y. Beall on the Vir¬ 
ginia coast before he and his select band of 14 sailors are able to steal a steamer. 

The USS Dai Chin^ captures the Confederate schooner George Chisholm at the 
Santee River, South Carolina. 

The USS Bermuda recaptures the Union schooner Mary Campbell from Con¬ 
federate forces near Pensacola, Florida. 

November 15 

South: Union gunners fire off an additional 2,328 rounds at Fort Sumter, Charles¬ 
ton Harbor, South Carolina, during the past three days without eliciting Confeder¬ 
ate capitulation. 

West: Having reached the Holston River, Confederate cavalry under General Joseph 
Wheeler arrive on the heights across from Knoxville, Tennessee. Wheeler decides 
that Union positions are too strong to attack, and so he withdraws. 

The army of General James Longstreet and a division of Union troops com¬ 
manded by General Ambrose E. Burnside slog through a driving rain and mud 
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to reach Knoxville, Tennessee, first. Throughout their ordeal, the contestants are 
separated only by one mile and a bend in the Tennessee River. Burnside, anxious to 
avoid being trapped outside the city, redoubles efforts to reach Campbell’s Station 
ahead of the enemy. Longsteet, meanwhile, dispatches General Lafayette McLaw’s 
division to capture the crossroads ahead of him. Both sides encamp in the vicinity 
of Lenoir for the evening. 

Having traversed 675 miles by boat, rad, and road. General WiUiam T. Sherman 
finally arrives at Bridgeport, Alabama, with four divisions, totaling 17,000 men, 
intended for the relief of Chattanooga, Tennessee. The general rides ahead to confer 
with General Ulysses S. Grant about his impending offensive. 

Union authorities begin to crack down on illicit trade with either the enemy and 
or by war profiteers throughout western Tennessee and northern Mississippi. 
Naval: The USS Lodona captures the British blockade-runner Arctic off Frying Pan 
Shoals, North Carolina. 

The USS Leigh grounds under the guns of Fort Moultrie, Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, and has to be rescued and towed by the ironclad Nahant. Three of 
the Leigh's crew members win the Congressional Medal of Honor for carrying a line 
from their crippled vessel to Nahant under heavy enemy fire. 

November 16 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John D. Imboden attack a Union supply 
train near Burlington, West Virginia, taking 25 captives and 245 horses. 

The Confederate corps of General James Longstreet and a retiring Union col¬ 
umn under General Ambrose Burnside depart Lenoir, Tennessee, in the early morn¬ 
ing darkness. Both sides detach mounted forces ahead of their infantry to capture 
Campbell’s Station, 10 miles distant, first. Burnside, feeling he is losing the race, also 
burns his baggage and wagons to increase his speed. Continual skirmishing erupts 
as the Union column fortuitously reach the crossroads just 15 minutes ahead of the 
Confederates and deploys to give battle. Longstreet then dispatches the brigade of 
General Evander M. Law around the Union position to strike it from behind while 
the division of General Lafayette McLaws hits the Union right. Burnside, perceiving 
this turning movement, falls back a half mile after his main line repulses an attack 
by McLaws. Law then makes a tardy appearance along the front of the readjusted 
Union line instead of its rear, and he is likewise beaten back. Fighting ceases at night, 
and Longstreet concedes both the race and Campbell’s Station to the Yankees. Burn¬ 
side, who conducted his movements with alacrity under trying conditions, suffers 
318 casualties to a Confederate tally of 174. Union forces now proceed promptly 
into Knoxville and prepare for a siege. 

Southwest: Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks occupy Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

November 17 

West: General William W. Averell concludes his successful Union cavalry raid by 
returning to New Creek, West Virginia. 

General James Longstreet begins to position his corps to besiege Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 
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Southwest: Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks storm a Confederate 
battery on Mustang Island, Aransas Pass, Texas. 

Naval: The USS M/sdc captures the Confederate schooner Emma D. offYorktown, 
Virginia. 

The USS Monongahela covers the landing of Federal forces under General 
Nathaniel P. Banks on Mustang Island, Aransas Pass, Texas. Several crew members 
come ashore to man some howitzers, which bombard the Confederate garrison into 
surrendering. 

November 18 

North: President Abraham Lincoln, somewhat depressed over the illness of his 
son Tad, boards a special train that takes him to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, for the 
purpose of dedicating a military cemetery. 

South: Union and Confederate cavalry under Generals George A. Custer and Wade 
Hampton clash at Germanna Ford, Virginia. 

West: A Union sweep of the region between Vienna, Virginia, and the Blue Ridge 
Mountains results in the capture of several of Major John S. Mosby’s partisan 
rangers. 

Naval: The USS Granite City captures the Confederate schooner Amelia Ann and 
the Spanish bark Teresita off Aransas Pass, Texas. 

Federal gunboats USS Choctaw, Franklin, and Carondelet bomhaid Confederate 
batteries along the Mississippi River at Hog Point, Louisiana. 

The Federal schooner Joseph L. Garrity is seized by Confederate sympathiz¬ 
ers lurking onboard and taken to British Honduras, where it is converted into the 
blockade-runner Eureka. 

November 19 

North: A gathering of 15,000 citizens at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, is harangued 
with stirring oratory for two hours by Edward Everett. Onlookers are next greeted 
by the spectacle of a gaunt, towering president Abraham Lincoln striding to the 
podium. In only two minutes, he delivers his “Gettysburg Address,” one of the most 
seminal political speeches in all history “Four score and seven years ago our fathers 
brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedi¬ 
cated to the proposition that all men are created equal,” it began. The audience lis¬ 
tens in raptured silence, applauding lightly and not fully comprehending the import 
of what they are hearing. But in only 272 words, Lincoln codifies the ideals of the 
American republic and the absolute, essential necessity for preserving it: “That this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom,” he intones, “and that govern¬ 
ment of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” 
This display of timeless eloquence resonates down to the present. 

South: Fort Sumter is hit by an additional 694 shells thrown by a ring of Union 
siege guns at Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

WEST: After Union forces under General Ambrose E. Burnside occupy and fortify 
the city of KnoxviUe, Tennessee, he orders a cavalry brigade of 700 men under Gen¬ 
eral William P. Sanders to dismount and contest the advance of Confederates under 
General James Longstreet. Sanders mounts a tenacious defense and contains his 
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antagonists for several hours before being killed, the only Southern-born general in 
Northern employ to die in combat. Burnside subsequently renames Fort Loudon, 
on the extreme northwest of the city. Fort Sanders in his honor. 

November 20 

Politics: Considering his recent address at Gettysburg a disappointment. President 
Abraham Lincoln contacts Edward Everett saying, “I am pleased to know that, in 
your opinion, the little 1 did say was not entirely a failure.” 

South: Union siege guns fire a further 1,344 rounds at Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Fiarbor, South Carolina, killing three defenders and wounding 11. 

November 21 

South: A Union sweep of the region between Bealeton and Thoroughfare Gap, Vir¬ 
ginia, results in the capture of several partisans belonging to Major John S. Mosby’s 
command. 

Virginia Partisan Rangers under Major John S. Mosby attack and capture several 
Union wagons at Liberty, Virginia. 

WEST: Union reinforcements under General William T. Sherman begin to cross the 
Tennessee River at Brown’s Ferry before marching against General Braxton Bragg’s 
right flank along Missionary Ridge. Additional forces under General Joseph Hooker 
also begin to deploy to storm the Confederate left near the Chattanooga Valley, 
Tennessee. Union movements are complicated further by a difficult landscape and 
driving rain, which delays their progress. 

Naval: The USS Grand Gulf and the army transport Fulton seize the British steamer 
Banshee off Salter Path, North Carolina. 

November 22 

West: General Braxton Bragg detaches additional troops under General Patrick R. 
Cleburne from his Army of Tennessee to assist in the siege of Knoxville. Meanwhile, 
General Ulysses S. Grant orders his men into offensive positions for a major attack 
against Confederate troops around Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Southwest: Federal troops under General Nathaniel P. Banks besiege Fort Esper- 
anza, Matagorda Island, Texas. 

Naval: The USS Jacob Bell provides supporting fire for troop landings on St. 
George’s Island, Maryland. 

The USS Aroostook captures the Confederate schooner Eureka near Galveston, 
Texas. 

November 23 

West: General Ulysses S. Grant, prior to assaulting the main Confederate defenses 
of Braxton Bragg along Missionary Ridge, orchestrates a clever reconnaissance in 
force near the enemy’s center. He orders General George H. Thomas to parade the 
IV Corps in full view of enemy positions along Orchard Knob, Tennessee, a long, 
low mound that would allow Union troops deploying out of Chattanooga to enjoy 
greater maneuvering room. At a given signal—and without artillery support—the 
divisions of Generals Thomas J. Woods and Philip H. Sheridan suddenly charge 
the unsuspecting defenders. What happens next is a minor miracle. At 12:30 p.m.. 
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Southerners of the 24th and 28th Alabama gathered about Orchard Knob to observe 
the military movement gradually drift away when they perceive a parade in prog¬ 
ress. When a signal gun fires at precisely 1:30 p.m., the Union troops lurch forward, 
completely dispersing and overrunning their astonished opponents. This easy suc¬ 
cess enables Union troops to deploy at the very foot of Lookout Mountain and 
causes Grant to modify further his battle plans for the morrow. Union losses in this 
minor coup prove light, and 200 Confederates are also taken captive. Orchard Knob 
also serves as Grant’s headquarters for the remainder of the campaign. 

Confederate general Carter L. Stevenson, commanding an emaciated division 
on nearby Lookout Mountain, wires General Braxton Bragg that he lacks sufficient 
strength to hold his position against a determined Union assault. Stevenson sent his 
message in the prescribed code, unaware that Federal intelligence could decipher 
it, and General Ulysses S. Grant now realizes now vulnerable this important facet 
of the Confederate line is. He quickly instructs General loseph Hooker to proceed 
immediately with three divisions to Lookout Mountain, on the Confederate left, 
and to seize Rossville Gap toward its rear. A redoubtable Union blow is assuming 
definite form. 

General Patrick R. Cleburne’s division, previously dispatched to Knoxville to 
assist General lames Longstreet, is recalled hurriedly by General Braxton Bragg 
back to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and posted on the extreme right along Missionary 
Ridge. 

Southwest: Federal forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks begin an overland 
campaign from the Texas coast to Rio Grande City. 

November 24 

South: Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, is pelted with another 270 
Union rounds that leave three killed and two wounded. 

West: At 8:00 a.m.. General Joseph Hooker marches his three divisions—12,000 
men—to the foot of Lookout Mountain, Tennessee, and begins to scale the 1,100- 
foot summit. Their advance is masked conveniently by a dense layer of fog blan¬ 
keting the slope and blinding the defenders. Confederates under General Carter L. 
Stevenson, who scarcely can muster 2,693 men to oppose them, resist tenaciously 
but give ground before the Federal juggernaut. Hooker’s attack, spearheaded by 
General John W. Geary’s division, makes good progress, steadily driving the defend¬ 
ers up the slope. Resistance, including artillery fire, stiffens on a plateau halfway up 
the mountain, and Hooker stops to reorganize and bring up ammunition. Steven¬ 
son, having repeatedly requested General Braxton Bragg for reinforcements without 
response, suddenly is instructed to withdraw and reposition his command on the 
far right of the line at 2:30 p.m. The fleeing Confederates then burn a bridge behind 
them and withdraw in the night. 

Meanwhile, anxious Union leaders gaze up on the mountain, shrouded with 
impenetrable, low-laying fog, and wonder how the battle is proceeding. By 8:00 
P.M., Hooker has reached all his objectives, and the following morning, when the 
fog finally disperses, all are immediately relieved to behold the Stars and Stripes fly¬ 
ing boldly from the summit. For this reason, the clash at Missionary Ridge becomes 
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popularly known as “the Battle above the Clouds.” Casualties are unrecorded by 
either side but appear to have been light. Furthermore, Hooker is poised to oper¬ 
ate against the left and rear of the Confederate defenses by pressing on to Rossvrlle 
Gap. 

At the other end of Bragg’s line, troops under General William T. Sherman 
advance to seize what he thinks is the north end of Missionary Ridge. Instead, the 
strip of land he captures is separated from the ridge by a wide ravine, thereby tip¬ 
ping off General Braxton Bragg that an assault is imminent. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee and Marblehead cover army troops as they sink piles and 
other obstructions in the Stono River above Legareville, South Garolina. 

November 25 

South: Union gunners fire off 517 rounds into the crumbling defenses of Fort 
Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, with little effect. 

West: At Chattanooga, the final struggle between Generals Ulysses S. Grant, with 
64,000 troops, and Braxton Bragg, commanding 46,000, is at hand. At 10:00 a.m.. 
General William T. Sherman, with 16,000 men, begins a concerted drive against 
the Confederate right anchored on Missionary Ridge. The terrain encountered 
is rough, favoring the defense, and is manned ably by the 4,000 veterans of Gen¬ 
eral Patrick R. Cleburne’s division. Sherman consequently attacks Tunnel Hill all 
morning and into the afternoon with little to show beyond lengthening casualty 
lists. This is primarily because Union attacks are delivered piecemeal rather than 
by means of one crushing blow; hence, Cleburne remains able to shift his troops 
constantly to each threatened point. Just as the Confederates, whose ammunition 
is almost exhausted, seem on the verge of being overwhelmed, Cleburne orders a 
sharp bayonet charge downhill that scatters the tiring bluecoats. Sherman’s alarm¬ 
ing lack of progress also forces General Ulysses S. Grant to mount diversions 
elsewhere to prevent General Braxton Bragg from shifting reinforcements over 
to his right. 

General Joseph Hooker’s command is then ordered to attack Rossville Gap from 
Lookout Mountain on Bragg’s left, which threatens the Confederate rear. Hook¬ 
er’s progress, however, is delayed because of the necessity to rebuild a bridge over 
Chickamauga Creek, so Grant next instructs General George H. Thomas, presently 
holding the Union center, to seize the rifle pits fronting the main Confederate posi¬ 
tion across Missionary Ridge. Grant simply intends this maneuver as a diversion to 
tie down Confederate troops until the flank attacks succeed. 

At 3:00 P.M., Thomas dutifully masses 20,000 men below Orchard Knob and 
leads them forward. Cheering Federals under General Thomas J. Wood and Philip 
H. Sheridan quickly overrun lightly held Confederate positions and then—with¬ 
out orders—continue charging up the slopes of Missionary Ridge. Gathering 
impetus as they advance and seeking to avenge their humiliation at Chickamauga 
two months earlier, the surging blue tide drives Confederates from position 
after position until they stand victorious along the crest of the ridge. General 
John G. Breckinridge, commanding the Southern center, lacks the manpower 
necessary to establish a reserve, so the Union advance continues unchecked while 
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U.S. gunhos-t Fort Hindman, part of the Mississippi River fleet (Library of Congress) 


the defenders scramble down the opposite slope. This extraordinary “Miracle of 
Missionary Ridge” suddenly ruptures Bragg’s center, and he has no recourse but 
to order his remaining troops on either flank to withdrawn quickly to Dalton, 
Georgia. 

The Confederate stranglehold on Chattanooga is both decisively—and dramati¬ 
cally—ended through Grant’s bold stroke. Union casualties are 684 dead, 4,329 
injured, and 322 missing (5,335), only marginally lighter than a Confederate loss 
of 361 dead, 2,180 injured, and 4,146 missing—mostly captured (6,687). In addi¬ 
tion to securing Tennessee for the Union, the victory wields two other benefits of 
immense import to the conduct of subsequent military events: The road to Georgia 
is now open and Ulysses S. Grant is slated to receive his well-deserved promotion 
to lieutenant general. 

Naval: The USS Fort Hindman captures the Confederate steamer Volunteer off Nat¬ 
chez Island, Mississippi. 

Confederate agents sail the unfinished CSS Rappahannock from Britain to pre¬ 
clude its probable seizure by the government. The vessel makes for France. 
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November 26 

South: Five corps of the Army of the Potomac under General George G. Meade 
successfully cross the Rapidan River, covered by a fog. Meade is now relying on the 
speed and stealth of his 85,000 men to crush the dispersed right wing of the Army 
of Northern Virginia before it can concentrate and oppose him. However, events 
go quickly awry as the marching order breaks down, units became entangled with 
each other, and valuable time is lost. The confusion alerts General Robert E. Lee 
that something is afoot, and he begins to marshal his men to confront the enemy 
head-on. 

West: Generals William T. Sherman and George H. Thomas mount a pursuit of 
fleeing Confederates at Rossville Gap. They continue withdrawing until General 
Patrick R. Cleburne is ordered to constitute a rear guard at Ringgold Gap and 
Chickamauga Station, Georgia. 

General Washington L. Elliott is ordered to use all available cavalry from the 
Army of the Cumberland to assist Union forces besieged at Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Naval: The USS James Adger captures the British blockade-runner Ella off Mason- 
boro Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Antonia captures the Confederate schooner Mary Ann near Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

November 27 

South: No sooner is the Army of the Potomac successfully across the Rapidan 
River than the III Corps of General William H. French, leading the advance, takes 
the wrong road and spends several hours countermarching about. The delays allow 
the Army of Northern Virginia to deploy General Edward Johnson’s division at 
Payne’s harm, Virginia, directly in his path, and heavy fighting erupts. Johnson first 
repels the Union division of General Joseph B. Carr and then pitches into them, 
driving the Federals back onto difficult terrain that slows the Confederate advance. 
The Southerners subsequently are halted in their tracks and fall back. Meanwhile, 
elements of General Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps and Jubal A. Early’s II Corps arrive 
in support, at which point Meade suspends the action. Confederate losses are 545 
while Union losses, not recorded, are probably as light. The fact that Meade lost the 
element of surprise fatally compromises his ensuing Mine Run campaign. 

Union gunners fire an additional 280 rounds into Fort Sumter, Charleston Har¬ 
bor, South Carolina. 

WEST: General John H. Morgan and several Confederate officers stage a daring 
escape from the State Penitentiary in Columbus, Ohio. 

Confederates under General Patrick R. Cleburne mount an effective rear-guard 
action at Ringgold Gap, Georgia, as the Army of Tennessee under General Braxton 
Bragg falls back on Dalton. At 8:00 a.m., Cleburne, mustering only 4,157 muskets, 
confronts a force twice his size under General Joseph Hooker. That officer, with¬ 
out bothering to reconnoiter, marches one brigade directly into the gap where the 
Southerners are lying behind ledges and outcrops. The Federals immediately are 
blasted back with heavy losses while additional Union troops are dispatched to 
ascend the mountain on Cleburne’s flank. These too stumble into a clever ambush 
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and are sent scampering down the slope. Strong Union moves against the Confeder¬ 
ate left then are stopped by artillery fire, and renewed attacks develop into a costly 
stalemate. At 12:00 p.m., Cleburne is ordered by General Joseph Hardee to withdraw 
from his position, and he disengages. His stiffly fought action bought the Army of 
Tennessee four precious hours and inflicts 507 Union casualties. The Confederates 
sustain 20 dead, 190 wounded, and 11 missing. 

General William T. Sherman is ordered to provide relief for the Union garrison 
besieged at Knoxville, Tennessee. He dispatches two divisions from the IV Corps 
under General Gordon Granger. 

Naval: The USS Two Sisters captures the Confederate schooner Maria Alberta off 
Bayport, Florida. 

November 28 

South: General Robert E. Lee continues thwarting a possible attack from the Army 
of the Potomac under General George M. Meade by assuming strong defensive posi¬ 
tions along Mine Run Creek. Astute Confederate moves, such as the construction 
of extensive trenchworks and field fortifications, doom the Union offensive before 
it can unfold. 

WEST: General Braxton Bragg, hated by his subordinates and humiliated before 
Chattanooga, formerly submits his resignation to President Jefferson Davis. 

Confederate cavaJry under General Nathan B. Forrest depart for operations 
against the Memphis and Gharleston Railroad in West Tennessee. 

General William T. Sherman marches to the relief of General Ambrose E. Burn¬ 
side at Knoxville, Tennessee, with parts of the Union XI, XIV, and XV Corps. 

General James Longstreet orders an attack on Fort Sanders in an attempt to 
capture Knoxville, Tennessee. This evening, a heavy fog forces him to cancel the 
assault, but he nonetheless sends his sharpshooters forward to cover the impending 
advance. Their presence outside Union lines alerts the defenders, who are strongly 
ensconced behind a deep, impassable ditch fronting their parapet. 

Naval: The USS Chippewa, while convoying Federal troops up Skull Creek, North 
Carolina, on reconnaissance duty, engages entrenched Confederate infantry and 
prevents them from thwarting the mission. 

November 29 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln recovers from a mild case of smallpox. 
West: The Confederate attack on Fort Sanders in Knoxville, Tennessee, goes for¬ 
ward at 6:00 a.m., despite frightfully cold winter weather. Prior reconnaissance has 
been poor, and the attackers have no idea of what was is in store for them. Three 
brigades of infantry charge forward but, lacking ladders, prove unable to surmount 
the deep, ice-filled ditch surrounding the works. They also encounter telegraph 
wire strung out between trees at knee-level as an obstruction—a primitive form of 
barbed wire. As their momentum fails. Union infantry and artillery on the parapet 
rake them with murderous fire for 20 minutes. Only a handful of Confederates 
finally mount the fort’s wall before being dispatched, and the rest retreat in disorder. 
General James Longstreet is wilJing to launch another attack, but his subordinates 
dissuade him from doing so. Confederate losses reach 129 killed, 458 wounded, and 
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226 missing, while the Union sustains five dead and eight wounded. Longstreet’s 
debacle at Fort Sanders signals the end of his “siege” of Knoxville and, on receiving 
word of Braxton Bragg’s rout at Chattanooga, he prepares to withdraw. 
Southwest: Confederate forces evacuate Fort Esperanza on Matagorda Island, 
Texas. 

Naval: The USS Kanawha captures the schooner Wenoa near Mobile, Alabama. 

A naval gun crew operates a howitzer battery in support of army operations 
against Pass Cavallo, Texas. 

November 30 

South: General George G. Meade prepares his army for a massive blow on prepared 
Confederate positions along Mine Run, but he is dissuaded from doing so by Gen¬ 
eral Gouverneur K. Warren. 

WEST: President Jefferson Davis grants General Braxton Bragg’s request to be 
relieved of command of the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, Georgia, and he is suc¬ 
ceeded temporarily by General William J. Flardee. 

Southwest: Union forces occupy Fort Esperanza on Matagorda Island, Texas. 

December 1 

Politics: Notorious Southern spy Bell Boyd, suffering from typhoid fever, again 
is released from a Eederal prison in Washington, D.C., and warned to steer clear of 
Union territory. 

South: General George M. Meade begins to wind down his Mine Run campaign 
by crossing the Army of the Potomac back over the Rapidan River, Virginia, and 
into winter quarters. General Robert E. Lee starts to position the Army of Northern 
Virginia for an offensive of its own by dispatching Generals Richard H. Anderson’s 
and Cadmus M. Wilcox’s divisions forward to assail Meade’s left flank. 

WEST: Confederate forces under General Samuel Jones capture $700,000 worth of 
Union stores at Mount Sterling, Kentucky, along with 250 horses and 100 prisoners 
without a single loss to his command. 

Charging Union cavalry surprise General Joseph Wheeler’s command at Jones- 
ville, Virginia, near Cumberland Gap, taking several prisoners. 

General James B. McPherson, commanding the Union XVII Corps, attacks and 
dislodges General Wirt Adams’ Confederates from Camp Cotton, Mississippi. 

December 2 

South: General George G. Meade concludes his unsuccessful Mine Run Campaign 
and successfully withdraws Union forces north of the Rapidan River. General Robert 
E. Lee, rousing his own men for a quick counterstrike, advances on Union positions 
only to find them deserted. “I am too old to command this army,” he opines. “We 
should have never permitted those people to get away.” The Mine Run operation 
costs the Confederates 601 casualties, the Union sustains 1,653. Furthermore, Lee 
becomes impressed by the power of entrenchments and intends to employ them in 
defensive situations whenever possible. 

West: In an emotional ceremony. General Braxton Bragg surrenders command of 
the Army of Tennessee to General William J. Hardee at Dalton, Georgia. 
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Naval: Armed boats from the USS Restless destroy Confederate saltworks along 
Lake Ocala, Florida. 

December 3 

West: The I Corps of General James Longstreet abandons Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
enters into winter quarters at nearby Greenville. From this position, he is at liberty 
to remain in the theater or march to rejoin General Robert E. Lee in Virginia. Gen¬ 
eral Ambrose E. Burnside, meanwhile, fails to pursue the Confederates vigorously, 
which forces General Ulysses S. Grant to maintain sizable Union forces in Tennessee 
until the following spring. 

Naval: The USS New London captures the Confederate schooner Del Nile off Padre 
Pass Island, Texas. 

December 4 

South: Nathan B. Forrest is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

The latest round of concentrated bombardment increases at Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina, to more than 1,300 rounds in the past seven days. 

WEST: General James Longstreet continues to withdraw his 15,000 Confederates 
northeast of Knoxville, Tennessee, inching toward the Virginia border. General John 
G. Parke finally initiates a tepid pursuit of Southerners with 4,000 cavalry under 
General James M. Shackleford. 

December 5 

South: General Henry H. Lockwood assumes command of the Union VIII Corps 
and Middle Department in Virginia. 

Naval: A boat crew dispatched from the USS Perry in search of blockade-runners 
is captured in Murrell’s Inlet, South Carolina. “These blunders are very annoying,” 
Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren concedes, “and yet I do not like to discourage enter¬ 
prise and dash on the part of our officers and men. Better to suffer from the excess 
than the deficiencies of these qualities.” 

December 6 

West: General William T. Sherman and his staff arrive at the command tent of 
General Ambrose E. Burnside in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The ironclad USS Weehawken, overloaded with ammunition, founders in 
an ebb tide and sinks outside Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, with a loss of 24 
officers and men. 

The USS Violet and Aries capture the British steamer Ceres off the mouth of the 
Cape Fear River, North Carolina. 

December 7 

Politics: The first session of the 38th Congress convenes in Washington, D.C. 

The fourth session of the 1st Confederate Congress gathers in Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia. President Jefferson Davis acknowledges the failures of the previous years but 
declares: “The patriotism of the people has proven equal to every sacrifice demanded 
by their country’s need.” 

Naval: Secretary Gideon Welles makes his third annual report, declaring U.S. Navy 
strength to be 34,000 seamen and 588 warships, displacing 467,967 tons and carrying 
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4,443 guns. Moreover, these vessels have accounted for the capture or destruction of 
more than 1,000 Southern and foreign vessels attempting to run the Union blockade. 

A party of 15 Confederate sympathizers under John C. Braine board the Union 
steamer Chesapeake at New York, seize that vessel on its run to Portland, Maine, and 
conduct it to Nova Scotia, Canada. 

December 8 

Politics: To exacerbate the growing riff in Southern politics. President Abraham 
Lincoln addresses the opening of the 38th Congress and proffers his Proclamation 
of Amnesty and Reconstruction to all Southerners who take a loyalty oath. In it, he 
offers to recognize the sitting government of any seceded state provided that at least 
10 percent of voters submit to the oath and abolish slavery. The amnesty does not 
apply to high-ranking Confederate officials or former military men who resigned to 
join the Confederacy, but Radical Republicans still find the offer too conciliatory. 
WEST: A Union cavalry column under General William W. Averell departs New 
Creek, West Virginia, on a raid against the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad at Salem, 
Virginia. Simultaneously, additional cavalry under General Eliakim P. Scammon 
ride from Charleston toward Lewisburg in support. 

Naval: The USS Braziliera runs the British blockade-runner Antoinette aground on 
Cumberland Island, Georgia, and then burns it. 

The USS Neosho and Signal bombard and destroy a Confederate battery at Mor- 
ganza, Louisiana, thereby rescuing the merchant steamer Henry Von Phul. 

December 9 

South: Major John S. Mosby leads an attack on Union camps at Lewinsville, 
Virginia. 

A mutiny by African-American troops at Fort Jackson, Louisiana, is suppressed 
by white officers. Two transgressors subsequently receive punishment by whipping. 
WEST: General John G. Foster succeeds General Ambrose E. Burnside as commander 
of the Department of the Ohio, principally over his lackadaisical conduct throughout 
the Chattanooga campaign. Recriminations also follow on the Confederate side as 
General James Longstreet draws up charges against several of his own staff officers. 
Naval: The USS Circassian captures the British blockade-runner Minna off Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

The USS Kennebec captures the Confederate schooner Marshall Smith near 
Mobile, Alabama. 

December 10 

Naval: The USS Bloomer and Restless destroy a saltworks and several Confederate 
schooners at St. Andrews, Florida. 

Confederate raiders capture and burn the merchant schooner Josephine Truxillo 
and barge Stephany on Bayou Lacomb, Louisiana. 

December 11 

South: Union shelling of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, scores 
a direct hit on an ammunition magazine, killing 11 and wounding 41 Confeder- 
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ates. Despite a veritable hurricane of shot and shell, the defenders pluckily refuse 
to surrender. 

West: General John A. Logan replaces General Frank P. Blair as commander of the 
Union XV Gorps in Tennessee. 

Naval: While attempting to raise the sunken USS Indianola from its Mississippi 
River berth, the Federal ironclad Carondelet exchanges fire with Confederate forces 
along the shoreline, driving them off. 

December 12 

Politics: ITenceforth, the Confederate government refuses to accept any supplies 
sent from the North to Union captives. 

South: A quick raid by Union forces nets 90 Southern prisoners at Charles City 
Court Flouse, Virginia. 

West: General Samuel D. Sturgis is assigned to command all Union cavalry in the 
Department of the Ohio. 

December 13 

South: Virginian Partisan Rangers under Major John S. Mosby attack a sleeping 
Union camp at Germantown, Virginia, killing two soldiers and making off with 
several horses. 

West: A force of 4,000 Union cavalry under General James M. Shackleford occupies 
Bean’s Station, Tennessee, while pursuing Confederates under General James Long- 
street. Longstreet, observing Shackleford outdistance his infantry support, suddenly 
turns and enacts a three-pronged attack to catch the Federals in a vise and destroy 
them. That night, he dispatches four cavalry brigades under General William T. 
Martin on a circuitous route around the Fiolston River to assail the Union flank, 
while an additional two cavalry brigades under General William E. Jones undertake 
an even longer march to hit Shackleford from behind. Longstreet himself marches 
with General Bushrod R. Johnson’s infantry division to meet the Yankees head on 
at Bean’s Station. 

December 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln grants Mrs Mary Todd’s Lincoln’s half-sister 
a general amnesty after she visits the White House and takes a loyalty oath. 

West: General James Longstreet attacks Bean’s Station, Tennessee, at 2:00 a.m., star¬ 
tling but not dislodging Union cavalry under General James M. Shackleford. The 
Federals post their artillery on a nearby hill overlooking their position and closely 
engage Longstreet’s infantry. This contest is supposed to absorb Shackleford’s atten¬ 
tion while Confederate cavalry columns strike their flank and rear, but neither Gen¬ 
eral William T. Martin nor William E. Jones appear in time. At length, Shackleford 
conducts an orderly retreat through Bean’s Gap to Blain’s Cross Roads and digs in 
behind a rail breastwork. Pursuing Confederate forces decline attacking him there 
and withdraw. Fighting in terrible winter weather inflicts roughly 200 casualties 
on both sides. Bean’s Station is the last action of the otherwise dreary Knoxville 
campaign, which cost the Confederates 182 dead, 768 wounded, and 142 missing 
(1,142), to a Union tally of 92 killed, 394 wounded, and 207 captured (693). 
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December 15 

South: Joseph O. Shelby is promoted to major general, C.S.A. 

General Jubal A. Early is appointed to command of the Confederate Valley Dis¬ 
trict, Virginia. 

West: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early sortie from Hanover Junction, 
Virginia, to cut off Union cavalry under General William W. Averell at nearby 
Millborough. 

General John C. Breckinridge relinquishes command of the II Corps, Army of 
Tennessee, to General Thomas C. Hindman. 

December 16 

North: General John Buford dies of tuberculosis in Washington, D.C. 

South: President Jefferson Davis, forgoing past difficulties, appoints General Joseph E. 
Johnston to supersede General William J. Hardee as commander of the Army of Ten¬ 
nessee. General Leonidas K. Polk also is appointed to head the Army of Mississippi. 
West: General William W. Averell’s cavalry column surprises the inhabitants of 
Salem, Virginia, as he occupies the town and begins to destroy the depot and rail¬ 
road bridges found there. 

Naval: The USS Huron captures the Confederate vessel Chatham near Doboy 
Sound, Georgia. 

The USS Ariel seizes the Confederate sloop Magnolia near the west coast of 
Florida. 

December 17 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln promulgates plans for a Federal Bureau of 
Emancipation to assist liberated African Americans. Congress, however, fails to 
enact it until March 1865. 

Naval: The USS Ella and Annie apprehends the recently commandeered steamer 
Chesapeake in Sambro Harbor, Nova Scotia. A Vice Admiralty Court in Halifax sub¬ 
sequently releases the vessel back to its original owners. 

The USS Roebuck captures the British blockade-runner Ringdove near the Indian 
River, Florida. 

Landing parties from the USS Moose report capturing and destroying a distillery 
operated by Confederate irregulars on Seven Miles Island, Tennessee. 

December 18 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, displeased with General John M. Schofield’s 
handling of civilian affairs in Missouri, suggests to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stan¬ 
ton that he simultaneously be sacked and promoted to major general, thereby avoid¬ 
ing any ruffled feathers. 

South: The latest Union sweep between Vienna and Middleburg, Virginia, nets 
several partisans belonging to Major John S. Mosby’s command. 

December 19 

Naval: An expedition consisting of USS Restless, Bloomer, and Caroline scours St. 
Andrews Bay, Florida, eliminating 290 saltworks and 268 buildings in a 10-day 
period. 
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December 20 

Naval: The USS Governor Buckingham captures the Confederate blockade-runner 
Antonica after it is grounded near Frying Pan Shoals, North Carolina. 

The USS Fox seizes the Confederate steamer Powerful at the mouth of the 
Suwannee River, Florida. 

The USS Sunflower takes the Confederates blockade-runner Hancock in Tampa 
Bay, Florida. 

The USS Antona captures the Confederate schooner Exchange off Velasco, 
Texas. 

December 21 

West: General Jacob D. Cox receives command of the Union XXIII Corps at Knox¬ 
ville, Tennessee. 

December 22 

South: General Leonidas K. Polk is formally transferred as commander of the Con¬ 
federate Department of Mississippi and Louisiana. 

December 23 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut, eager to resume active duty, informs Secretary 
of the Navy Gideon Welles that his USS Hartford is ready to depart save for some 
crew shortages. 

December 24 

West: General William W. Averell concludes his Union cavalry’s third raid for the 
year by reaching Beverly West Virginia. The inability of General Samuel Jones to 
intercept him with superior numbers of Confederates leads to his eventual dismissal 
as commander of the Western Department. 

Cavalry under Generals Benjamin H. Grierson and Nathan B. Forrest clash out¬ 
side of Estenaula and Jack’s Creek, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Fox captures the British blockade-runner Edward near the mouth 
of the Suwannee River, Florida. 

The USS Sunflower captures the Confederate vessel Hancock in Tampa Bay 
Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes seizes 
and burns the Union bark Texan Star in the Strait of Malacca, Dutch East Indies. 

December 25 

South: Federal forces raiding Leesburg, Virginia, capture several men belonging to 
Major John S. Mosby’s partisan rangers. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell return to Beverly West Vir¬ 
ginia, concluding a three-week raid against the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
Naval: Landing parties from the USS Daylight and Howquah destroy four saltworks 
at Bear Inlet, North Carolina. 

In a surprise bombardment, the USS Marblehead receives 20 hits from Confed¬ 
erate batteries off Legareville, Stono River, South Carolina, but landing parties from 
accompanying vessels Pawnee and C. P Williams drive them off. 



386 Civil War Almanac 


1863 


The Federal gunboat USS Tahoma bombards Fort Brooke in Tampa Bay, Florida, 
for two hours but decides against landing an armed party to seize it. 

December 26 

West: Cavalry under Generals Benjamin H. Grierson and Nathan B. Forrest spar at 
New Castle and Somerville, Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Reindeer and army steamer Silver Lake No. 2 conduct a detailed 
reconnaissance of the Cumberland River from Nashville, Tennessee, to Creels- 
boro, Kentucky. During the next five days, they are fired upon but are not seri¬ 
ously damaged. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union ships Sonora and Highlander in the Straits of Malacca. 

December 27 

North: President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton pay a 
goodwill visit to Confederate prisoners at Point Lookout, Maryland. 

WEST: General Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Dalton, Georgia, to take charge of 
the Confederate Department of Tennessee with its attendant—and somewhat bat¬ 
tered—army. 

December 28 

Politics: The Confederate Congress in Richmond, Virginia, abolishes the practice 
of hiring draft substitutions and also modifies the detested tax in kind. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler attack a supply train belong¬ 
ing to General George H. Thomas at Charleston, Tennessee. 

December 29 

South: General Winfield S. Fiancock, seriously wounded at Gettysburg five months 
earlier, resumes command of the Union 11 Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Naval: A squadron consisting of the USS Nipsic, Sanford, Geranium, Daffodil, and 
Ethan Allen steam into Murrel’s Inlet, South Carolina, to search for blockade-run¬ 
ners and break up enemy troop concentrations that had attacked Union gunboats. 

Armed boats from the USS Stars and Stripes burn the Confederate blockade- 
runner Caroline Gertrude at the mouth of the Ocklockonee River, Florida. 

December 30 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Pursuit destroy two Confederate saltworks at St. 
Joseph’s Bay, Florida. 

December 31 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis names North Carolina senator George Davis in 
an interim appointment to replace outgoing Wade Keyes as Confederate attorney 
general. 

Naval: A naval squadron consisting of the USS Sciota, Granite City, Monongahela, 
Penobscot, and Estrella attempt to land Federal troops on the Matagorda Peninsula, 
Texas, but the maneuver is aborted in the face of heavy seas. In the course of spo¬ 
radic fighting, the Confederate gunboat John E. Carr is run ashore and burned. 
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The USS Kennebec seizes the Confederate blockade-runner Grey Jacket at sea. 
Looking over events of the past year, Navy secretary Gideon Welles is pleased 
to state: “The war has been waged with success, although there have been in some 
instances errors and misfortunes. But the heart of the nation is sounder and its 
hopes higher.” 

1864 

January 1 

South: Major John S. Mosby tangles with Union forces outside Rectortown, 
Virginia. 

West: The Department of Kansas is reestablished. 

Naval: The USS Huron intercepts and sinks the British blockade-runner Sylvanus 
in Doboy Sound, Georgia. 

January 2 

Politics: General Patrick L. Cleburne and other officers petition for the possible 
use of African Americans in the Confederate army to address endemic manpower 
shortages. Not only does President Jefferson Davis ignore the recommendation, 
but he ultimately denies Cleburne a well-deserved promotion to lieutenant general 
because of it. 

Senator George Davis of North Carolina formally replaces Wade Keys as Con¬ 
federate attorney general. 

West: Federal troops occupy Santa Catalina Island, off the California coast. 

January 3 

South: Confederate cavalry under General William E. Jones surprises and defeats 
General Orlando B. Wilcox at Jonesville, Virginia, taking 383 prisoners, 27 wagons, 
and three cannon. 

West: General Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry defeat Union forces in Flardy County, West 
Virginia, seizing a large supply train belonging to General Benjamin F. Kelley. 
Among his trophies are 250 head of cattle. 

Southwest: General Francis J. Herron assumes command of Union forces along 
the Rio Grande, Texas. 

Naval: Gunfire from the USS Fort Jackson, Iron Age, Montgomery, Daylight, and 
Fahkee destroys the beached Confederate steamer Bendigo at Lockwood’s Folly Inlet, 
South Carolina. 

January 4 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis instructs General Robert E. Lee to begin to 
requisition food from civilians as becomes necessary. 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith warns General Richard Taylor of a possible 
invasion of western Louisiana, insisting, “I still think Red and Washita Rivers, 
especially the former, are the true lines of operation for an invading column, 
and that we may expect an attempt to be made by the enemy in force before the 
rivers fall.” 
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January 5 

Politics: More than 1,000 African-American citizens of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
including a handful of War of 1812 veterans, petition for the right to vote and send 
it to President Abraham, Lincoln. 

Southwest: Federal troops, aided by Apache warriors, rout a large detachment of 
Navaho along the Pecos River, New Mexico Territory, killing and capturing several 
in freezing weather. 

January 6 

South: General Joseph J. Reynolds is appointed commander of Federal forces at 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

West: The Department of Arkansas is officially constituted. 

Southwest: Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson begins a protracted winter cam¬ 
paign against hostile Navajo in the Canon de Chelly region of the New Mexico Ter¬ 
ritory. General James FI. Carleton, commanding that department, anxiously wires 
that his numerous Navajo prisoners are suffering from want of winter clothing and 
requisitions supplies from the Indian Department. 

Naval: Confederate guerrillas attack and disable the Federal steamer Delta on the 
Mississippi River. 

January 7 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, beset by a rash of army desertions, invari¬ 
ably commutes the death sentence of offenders, insisting, “I am trying to evade the 
butchering business, lately.” 

President Jefferson Davis appoints William Preston as envoy to Mexico. 

South: Confederate cavalry under Major John S. Mosby rout a larger Union detach¬ 
ment at Warrenton, Virginia, taking 30 captives and 40 horses. 

A detachment of the 21st Georgia Cavalry captures 25 Union prisoners at Wac- 
camaw Neck, South Carolina. 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren, informed of Confederate submarine technol¬ 
ogy being tested at Charleston, South Carolina, warns ships of his South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron to guard against attacks. 

The USS Montgomery and Aries run the Confederate steamer Dare aground at 
North Inlet, South Carolina; then parties board and burn it. 

The USS San Jacinto captures the Confederate schooner Roebuck at sea. 

January 8 

South: General John H. Morgan, recently escaped from the Ohio State Penitentiary, 
is feted in Richmond, Virginia. 

WEST: Seventeen-year-old David O. Dodd is hanged as a Confederate spy in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Kennebec captures the Confederate blockade-runner John Scott 
after an eight-hour chase off Mobile, Alabama. 

January 9 

South: General Gouverneur K. Warren is appointed commander of the II Corps, 
Army of the Potomac. 
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Naval: James O. Putnam, U.S. Consul at Le Havre, France, notifies Captain John 
Winslow of the USS Kearsarge that Confederate vessels CSS Georgia, Florida, and 
Rappahannock are pianning to attack and overwheim him once he departs from 
Brest. 

January 10 

South: Major John S. Mosby surprises a Union detachment in its camp at Lou¬ 
doun Heights, Virginia, only to be driven off when the defenders unexpectedly 
rally. 

Naval: The USS Iron Age is sunk by Confederate artillery after running aground at 
Lockwood’s Folly Inlet, South Carolina. 

The USS Keystone State, Quaker City, and Tuscarora run the Confederate steamer 
Vera ashore off Little River Inlet, South Carolina, whereupon it is burned by its 
crew. 

Armed boats from the USS Roebuck seize the Confederate sloop Maria Louise 
near Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

January 11 

Politics: U.S. senator John B. Henderson of Missouri proposes a joint resolution 
for the abolishment of slavery, which ultimately manifests as the 13th Amendment 
to the Constitution. 

Naval: The USS Minnesota, Daylight, Aries, and Governor Buckingham intercept 
the Confederate blockade-runner Ranger and force it aground off Lockwood’s Folly 
Inlet, South Carolina, destroying it with gunfire. 

The USS Honeysuckle captures the British blockade-runner Fly off Jupiter Inlet, 
Florida. 

Armed boats from the USS Roebuck seize the British blockade-runner Susan in 
Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

January 12 

Naval: A naval squadron consisting of the USS Yankee, Currituck, Anacostia, Tulip, 
and Jacob Bell supports Union cavalry under General Gilman Marston on an expe¬ 
dition between the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers, Virginia. 

January 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln instructs Generals Quincy A. Gilmore in 
Florida and Nathaniel P. Banks in Louisiana to begin to reconstitute civil authority 
and free governments, “with aU possible dispatch.” 

President Jefferson Davis advises General Joseph E. Johnston against falling back 
from his present strong position at Dalton, Georgia, declaring, “I trust you will not 
deem it necessary to adopt such a measure.” 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Two Sisters capture the Confederate schooner 
William off the Suwannee River, Florida. 

January 14 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Roebuck force the British blockade-runner Young 
Racer aground at Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 
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The USS Union captures the Confederate steamer Mayflower off Tampa Bay, 
Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Union vessel Emma Jane off the coast of Malabar, India. 

January 15 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory assigns Commander 
James W. Cooke to command the steam ram CSS Albemarle, then under construc¬ 
tion at Halifax, North Carolina. 

The USS Beauregard captures the British blockade-runner Minnie off Mosquito 
Inlet, Florida. 

January 16 

West: General Samuel R. Curtis resumes command of the Union Department of 
Kansas. 

Confederate cavalry attached to General James Longstreet’s 1 Corps defeat their 
Union opposites under General Samuel D. Sturgis in a heavy skirmish at Dandridge, 
Tennessee. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Fernandina capture the Gonfederate sloop Annie 
Thompson in St. Catherine’s Sound, Georgia. 

The USS Gertrude captures the Confederate schooner Ellen off Mobile Bay, 
Alabama. 

January 17 

West: General Orlando B. Wilcox succeeds General Robert B. Potter to the com¬ 
mand of the Union IX Corps at Knoxville, Tennessee. 

January 18 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Roebuck seize the Confederate sloop Caroline off 
Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Stars and Stripes captures the Confederate steamer Laura off the Ock- 
lockonee River, Florida. 

Admiral David G. Farragut arrives at Mobile Bay, Alabama, onboard the USS 
Hartford and proceeds to inspect the Confederate defenses. He is especially con¬ 
cerned about the large Confederate steam ram CSS Tennessee and begins to enact 
plans to destroy it. 

January 19 

West: The pro-Union Arkansas constitutional convention embraces antislavery 
provisions in its new document. 

Naval: Navy secretary Gideon WeUes alerts Admiral David D. Porter as to the pos¬ 
sible introduction of Confederate “coal torpedoes”—cast-iron bombs made to 
resemble pieces of coal and designed to exploded in a ship’s boiler. Crews must be 
alert to prevent enemy agents from placing such devices in Union coal depots. If any 
are caught, he has “given orders to commanders of vessels not to be very particular 
about the treatment of any of these desperados if caught—only summary punish¬ 
ment will be effective.” 
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Armed boats from the USS Roebuck capture the British blockade-runner Eliza 
and Confederate sloop Mary at Jupiter Inlet, Florida. 

January 20 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln advises General Frederick Steele, command¬ 
ing the District of Arkansas, to schedule free elections as soon as possible to rees¬ 
tablish a free civilian government. 

Naval: Federal warships begin to reconnoiter Forts Morgan and Grimes at the 
mouth of Mobile Bay, Alabama, at the behest of Admiral David G. Farragut. 

January 21 

Politics: A gathering of pro-Union citizens in Nashville, Tennessee, proposes a 
constitutional convention bent on abolishing slavery. 

Southwest: Federal forces begin a reconnaissance mission on the Matagorda Pen¬ 
insula, Texas. 

Naval: The USS Sciota and Granite City cover disembarking troops at Smith’s Land¬ 
ing, Texas, and protect their rear as they advance down the Matagorda Peninsula. 

January 22 

Politics: Isaac Murphy becomes governor of the free-state portions of Arkansas 
after a vote by the State Convention. 

West: General William S. Rosecrans is assigned commander of the Federal Depart¬ 
ment of the Missouri, replacing General John M. Schofield. 

Union forces capture 28 Confederate forage wagons near WilsonviUe, Tennessee. 
Naval: The USS Restless captures the Confederate blockade-runner William A. Kain 
in St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida. 

January 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves a policy whereby plantation own¬ 
ers must recognize freedom for all former slaves and hire them on the basis of 
contract law. 

January 25 

South: Union forces resume their bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston Har¬ 
bor, South Carolina. 

West: Federal troops abandon Corinth, Mississippi, in a move to consolidate 
defenses better. 

January 26 

Diplomacy: William L. Drayton, U.S. minister to France, expresses embarrassment 
about the presence of several Confederate cruisers in French waters and the govern¬ 
ment’s inability to detail a few naval vessels to deal with them. 

West: General John G. Parke resumes command of the IX Corps at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and commences operations to dislodge General James Longstreet’s 
Confederates from Russellville, Tennessee. To facilitate this, he dispatches Union 
cavalry under General Samuel D. Sturgis south of the French Broad River to harass 
his communications. That same day. Confederate cavalry under General William 
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T. Martin engages Sturgis near Fairgrove, Tennessee. Martin, supported by artil¬ 
lery, manages to drive the Federals back toward Sevierville after heavy skirmishing. 
Sturgis, meanwhile, regroups and prepares to renew the conflict on the morrow. 

January 27 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis summons General Braxton Bragg to Richmond, 
Virginia, for consultation as long as his “health permits.” 

West: Continuous skirmishing ensues between major forces under General James 
Longstreet and John G. Parke near Dandridge, Tennessee. General Samuel D. Stur¬ 
gis’s Union cavalry advance on Confederate positions in the vicinity of Fair Gar¬ 
dens, Tennessee, with three regiments and the 18th Indiana Battery. An entire day 
of charges and countercharges ensues until the 2nd and 4th Indiana Cavalry finally 
sweep down the Fair Gardens Road, netting 2 cannon and 112 Southern prisoners. 
Total Confederate losses are around 200 while Sturgis sustains 60 to 70 killed and 
wounded. Confederate general William T. Martin subsequently falls back to Swann’s 
Island on the French Broad River to await reinforcements. 

January 28 

West: General Jubal A. Early directs Generals Edward L. Thomas and Thomas L. 
Rossiter on a combined infantry/cavalry raiding force from New Market, Virginia, 
toward Union positions in the Allegheny Mountains. Their goal is to secure forage 
for the horses and steal cattle for the men. 

General John M. Schofield gains appointment as commander of the Depart¬ 
ment of the Ohio, while General George Stoneman is designated to lead the XXIII 
Corps. 

After defeating General William T. Martin’s Confederates in several skirmishes 
around Fair Gardens, Tennessee, General Samuel D. Sturgis is heset by strong Con¬ 
federate infantry forces under General Bushrod R. Johnson. Heavy skirmishing 
results, and Union troopers fall back to their original positions near Sevierville. 
General William T. Martin then repositions his Confederate cavalry near Fair Gar¬ 
dens and awaits developments. 

General Leonidas K. Polk receives command of the newly designated Confeder¬ 
ate Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

Naval: The USS Beauregard captures the British blockade-runner Racer off Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 

The army steamer Western Metropolis captures the Confederate steamer Rosita 
off Key West, Florida. 

January 29 

West: Confederate raiders under Generals Edward L. Thomas and Thomas L. Ros¬ 
siter advance on Moorefield, West Virginia, brushing aside Union detachments 
blocking the road. While pursuing in the direction of nearby Medley, the 12th 
Virginia Cavalry stumbles on a Eederal wagon train under escort. Rossiter quickly 
brings up his three remaining regiments, who dismount and pitch into the Federals. 
A mounted charge by the 35th Battalion of Virginia Cavalry also breaks the Union 
center as other units turn their flank and the Northerners flee, abandoning 95 wag- 
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ons. At a cost of 25 casualties, the victorious Rossiter takes 80 captives along with 
1,200 cattle and 500 sheep. 

January 30 

West: Confederate raiders under General Thomas L. Rossiter advance from Medley, 
West Virginia, to nearby Petersburg, where they abscond with Union additional sup¬ 
plies and ammunition. However, alert to the approach of Federal reinforcements, 
they fall back on General Edward L. Thomas’s infantry brigade and gradually ride 
back into the Shenandoah VaUey, concluding a highly successful raid. 

Men of the 54th Illinois kill a Democrat who refuses to take a loyalty oath in 
Mattoon, Illinois. 

Recently disgraced general William S. Rosecrans is appointed commander of the 
Department of the Missouri. 

General Frederick Steele becomes commander of the Department of Arkansas. 
Naval: The Confederate ironclad CSS Charleston is launched at Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Confederate guerrillas fire on the Union steamer Sir William Wallace on the 
Mississippi River. 

January 31 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln again urges General Nathaniel P. Banks at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, to begin to institute civilian authority, leaving him, “at lib¬ 
erty to adopt any rule which shall admit to vote any unquestionably loyal free state 
men and none others. And yet 1 do wish they would all take the oath.” 

South: General George E. Pickett arrives outside New Bern, North Carolina, with 
orders to capture the city from Union forces. He commands 13,000 troops in three 
brigades under General Robert F. Hoke, 14 cannon, and a complement of cavalry. 
Pickett also enjoys the assistance of Commander John T. Wood, an audacious Con¬ 
federate naval commander. The Southerners conceive a three-pronged attack to 
catch Union defenders under General Innis N. Palmer in a pincer from both flanks 
and the center. 

West: General William T. Sherman instructs General Nathaniel P. Banks to cooper¬ 
ate closely with the gunboats of Admiral David D. Porter in the upcoming Red River 
campaign, Louisiana. 

Naval: Commander Charles W. Flusser, accompanied by 40 sailors, 240 soldiers, 
and a 12-pound howitzer, sails down the Roanoke River and captures the town of 
Windsor, North Carolina, meeting no resistance. 

February 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes a draft of 500,000 men to serve 
three years or until the duration of the war. 

The U.S. House of Representative creates the rank of lieutenant general, U.S. 
Army with Ulysses S. Grant in mind. 

South: General George E. Pickett attacks Union forces under General Innis N. 
Palmer at Batchelder’s Creek, North Carolina, inflicting 326 casualties and forcing 
the Northerners back onto New Bern. However, two Confederate columns under 
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General Seth M. Barton and Colonel James Bearing perceive Federal defenses at 
Fort Anderson as too formidable, and the attack founders. By nightfall, Pickett can¬ 
cels his offensive and delays the scheduled advance of General Robert F. Hoke’s 
division. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman orders a Union cavalry column under General 
William Sooy Smith to depart Colliersville, Tennessee, raid southward along the 
Memphis and Ohio Railroad, and unite with his own main column outside Merid¬ 
ian, Mississippi, no later than February 10. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Morris and Minnesota support army landings at 
Smithfield, Virginia. The attack is repelled in a heavy fog and the force withdraws 
with the loss of the army transport Smith Briggs. 

The USS Sassacus captures the Confederate blockade-runner Wild Dayrell at 
Stump Inlet, North Carolina, and burns it. 

Armed boats from the USS Braziliera captures the Confederate sloop Buffalo 
off Brunswick, Georgia. 

February 2 

South: General George E. Pickett, frustrated by the doughty defense of New Bern, 
North Carolina, withdraws General Robert F. Hoke’s division back to Kinston. 
Though a fiasco, his raid gains a measure of notoriety when 22 former Confederate 
soldiers are caught wearing Union uniforms. They subsequently are all hanged for 
desertion following a controversial drumhead trial. 

West: In Chattanooga, Tennessee, 129 Confederate deserters take a loyalty oath to 
the United States. 

Naval: In a bold endeavor, the Federal sidewheel steamer USS Underwriter suddenly 
falls to Confederate boats under Commander John T. Wood in the Neuse River near 
New Bern, North Carolina. However, when the vessel proves unable to get its steam 
back up. Wood burns his quarry to prevent recapture. This daring act gains him the 
thanks of the Confederate Congress. 

The Federal tug USS Geranium captures eight sailors belonging to the Confeder¬ 
ate Torpedo Corps near Fort Moultrie, Charleston, South Carolina. 

Federal ironclads USS Leigh, Nahant, and Pasaic bombard the grounded Con¬ 
federate steamer Presto in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren conducts the USS Ottawa, Norwich, Mahaska, Dai 
Ching, and Water Witch up the St. John’s River, Florida, in support of army moves 
against Jacksonville under General Quincy A. Gillmore. 

February 3 

Politics: To suppress espionage, desertion, and disloyalty better. President Jeffer¬ 
son Davis recommends suspending writs of habeas corpus for cases involving spy¬ 
ing and desertion. 

West: General William T. Sherman departs Vicksburg, Mississippi, with 26,800 men 
of the XVI (General Stephen A. Hurlbut) and XVII Corps (General James B. McPher¬ 
son), while a separate column of 8,000 cavalry under General William Sooy Smith is 
supposed to depart from Colliersville, Tennessee. Together, they intend to clear Con¬ 
federate forces out of northern Mississippi as far as the town of Meridian, 120 miles 
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to the east, and devastate the region to deny Southerners railroads, cotton, wheat, and 
other foodstuffs. This, in effect, is a dress rehearsal for Sherman’s notorious “March to 
the Sea.” 

Naval: The USS Midnight captures the Confederate schooner Defy near Doboy 
Light, Georgia. 

Federal gunboats USS Petrel, Marmora, Exchange, and Romeo steam up the 
Yazoo River to knock out a Confederate battery at Liverpool, Mississippi, to assist 
the Union expedition against Meridian. In response. Southerners burn the steamer 
Sharp to prevent its capture. 

February 4 

West: Union forces under General James B. McPherson link up with General William 
T. Sherman at Champion’s HiU, Mississippi, prior to the final drive on Meridian. 

Union forces depart Helena, Arkansas, and begin to push up the White River. 
Naval: The USS Sassacus forces the Confederate steamer Nutfield aground off New 
River Inlet, North Carolina, and then burns it. 

Armed boats from the USS Beauregard capture the Confederate boat Lydia off 
Jupiter Narrows, Florida. 

February 5 

South: Federal troops repel Major John S. Mosby’s attack on their rear guard and 
capture several Confederates. Among them is William E. Ormsby, a Union deserter 
who joined the Southerners; he is summarily tried by a drumhead court-martial 
and executed. 

Union forces under General Truman Seymour embark at Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, and sail for Jacksonville, Florida. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman’s troops approach Jackson, Mississippi, after 
skirmishing with Confederate forces under General Wirt Adams. 

Naval: Commander John R. Tucker informs superiors that the boilers aboard the 
CSS Chicora are nonfunctional and that the vessel now can be employed only as a 
stationary, floating battery. 

The USS De Soto captures the British blockade-runner Cumberland off Santa 
Rosa Island, Gulf of Mexico. 

February 6 

Politics: The Confederate Congress outlaws the importation of luxuries or the 
possession of U.S. paper money. It also mandates that half of tobacco and food 
exports must be surrendered to government agents before ships are allowed to clear 
ports. 

South: Union forces under General George G. Meade make an aborted crossing of 
the Rapidan River at Morton’s Ford, but they are recalled after heavy fighting. 

General Benjamin F. Butler orders a Union expedition from Yorktown, Virginia, 
against Richmond, but the move is defeated by Confederates under General Eppa 
Hunton at Baltimore Store. 

West: General William T. Sherman occupies Jackson, Mississippi, before resuming 
his drive against the rail junction at Meridian. 
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Naval: The USS Cambridgehomhaids the grounded Confederate steamer Dee near 
Masonboro, North Carolina. 

February 7 

Diplomacy: William Preston becomes the Confederate envoy to French-controlled 
Mexico. The Confederacy supports Napoleon Ill’s occupation of that country and 
its puppet the ruler, Emperor Maximilian, in the hope of gaining diplomatic recog¬ 
nition and possibly military intervention. 

South: Federal forces under General Truman Seymour occupy Jacksonville, Flor¬ 
ida, and prepare to move west toward the Suwannee River. By invading the center 
of the state, they hope to deprive the Confederacy of much-needed cattle, grain, 
and other valuable commodities, as well as accelerate the reintegration of Florida 
into the Union. 

West: General Leonidas K. Polk abandons Brandon, Mississippi, as Union forces 
under General William T. Sherman advance from the state capital at Jackson. 
Naval: The USS Norwich traps the Confederate steamer St. Mary’s in McGirt’s 
Creek, Florida, where it is scuttled. 

February 8 

South: General Truman Seymour advances inland from Jacksonville, Florida, and 
skirmishes with Confederate forces at Ten-Mile Run. 

West: The divisions of Generals Stephen D. Lee and William W. Loring unite at 
Morton, Mississippi, and commence to fall back toward Meridian before the army 
of General William T. Sherman. 

February 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln sits through a photographic session; one por¬ 
trait is subsequently utilized on the U.S. five-dollar bill. 

South: 109 Union officers under Colonel Thomas E. Rose tunnel themselves free 
from Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, with 59 ultimately reaching Union lines. 
Rose and 48 others are recaptured while two die from drowning. 

Federal forces seize John’s Island in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. 

West: General John M. Schofield replaces General John G. Foster as commander of 
the Federal Department of the Ohio. 

Federal forces under General William T. Sherman reoccupy Yazoo City, Missis¬ 
sippi, without resistance. 

Naval: An armed cutter from the USS Patapsco captures the Confederate schooner 
Swift off Cabbage Island, Georgia. 

February 10 

South: Union troops continue advancing from Jacksonville, Florida, toward 
Lake City. 

West: General William Sooy Smith finally receives the Union cavalry brigade of 
Colonel George E. Waring and prepares to depart Coliersville, Tennessee, belatedly 
for Meridian, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Florida sinks the Confederate blockade-runners Fanny and Jenny 
and Emily once they ground off Masonboro Inlet, North Carolina. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris slips 
out of Brest, France, after seven months of undergoing repairs. Under the cover of 
a thick fog and rain, he slips past the USS Kearsarge and escapes. 

February 11 

South: General Joseph Finnegan assembles 600 men at Lake City, Florida, as Con¬ 
federate defenses coalesce to stop a Union advance commanded by General Truman 
Seymour. 

West: A Union train belonging to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad is thrown off 
the tracks at Kearneysville, West Virginia, by Confederate guerrillas under Major M. 

H. Gilmore. The crew and passengers are then robbed of valuables, and the raiders 
depart. 

Ten days late, 8,000 Union cavahy under General William Sony Smith finally clatter 
out of CoUierviUe, Tennessee, en route to a rendezvous with General WiUiam T. Sher¬ 
man. Progress is slow owing to rains and swampy terrain. As they advance, more than 

I, 000 African-American slaves join the column seeking freedom and protection. 
Naval: The USS Queen captures the Confederate schooner Louisa at the mouth of 
the Brazos River, Texas. 

February 12 

North: President Abraham Lincoln enjoins General Flugh J. Kilpatrick at the White 
Flouse, whereupon the latter discusses plans for a possible raid against Richmond, 
Virginia, to free Union prisoners kept there. The president listens intently to the 
blustery cavalryman and at length grants his approval. 

West: General William T. Sherman continues his Meridian, Mississippi, campaign 
by advancing from the west while General William Sooy Smith rides down from the 
north. Skirmishing ensues but does not hinder either column. 

February 13 

Naval: The USS Morse, while conducting a reconnaissance mission up Potopotank 
Creek, Virginia, captures the Confederate sloop Margaret Ann. 

The USS Forrest Rose helps defeat three Confederate attacks on Waterproof, 
Louisiana. 

February 14 

South: Advancing Federal troops under General Quincy A. Gillmore occupy 
Gainesville, Florida, without resistance. 

West: Meridian, Mississippi, falls without resistance to Union forces under General 
William T. Sherman, who covers 150 miles in 11 days. He then begins systemati¬ 
cally to destroy all buildings, supplies, and railroads in his earliest application of 
what will become known as “Total War.” Sherman notes: “For five days, 10,000 men 
worked hard and with a will in that work of destruction.” Ultimately, 115 miles of 
track, 61 bridges, and 20 locomotives are laid to waste. Confederate general Leoni¬ 
das K. Polk, too weak to intervene, remains a hapless spectator to the destruction 
but did remove the bulk of supplies and rolling stock stored there to Demopolis, 
Alabama. Sherman, meanwhile, awaits the arrival of General WiUiam Sooy Smith’s 
cavalry column, now overdue by several days. 



398 Civil War Almanac 


1864 


February 15 

Politics: The Confederate Congress appropriates $5 million for a sabotage cam¬ 
paign based in Canada. It is to be orchestrated by Confederate veteran Thomas C. 
Hines, who intends to meet and coordinate his actions with those of Peace Demo¬ 
crats from the North. Meanwhile, President Jefferson Davis evinces concern that 
General WiUiam T. Sherman might march from Meridian, Mississippi, directly on 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

WEST: Federal troopships land the African-American 12th Louisiana Infantry at 
Grand Gulf, Mississippi, for the purpose of confiscating cotton stores. No resistance 
is encountered. 

Naval: The USS Forest Rose lends valuable gunfire support to Union forces under 
attack at Waterproof, Louisiana. 

The USS Virginia captures the British blockade-runner Mary Douglas off San 
Luis Pass, Texas. 

February 16 

South: Federal troops, attacking Fairfield, North Carolina, in a severe snowstorm, 
capture an entire company of Confederates in their camp. 

West: An altercation erupts between soldiers of the 54th Illinois and local Demo¬ 
crats in Paris, Edgar County, Illinois. 

Federal troops begin a major campaign against hostile Indians in the vicinity of 
Fort Walla Walla, Washington Territory. 

Naval: The USS Montgomery captures the British blockade-runner Pet near Lock¬ 
wood’s Folly, South Carolina. 

The USS Para supports an army advance up the St. John’s River, Florida, engag¬ 
ing several Confederate batteries en route. 

The USS Octorara and /. P. Jackson, accompanied by six mortar schooners, begin 
to bombard Fort Powell, Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

The USS St. Clair and the army steamer Hope collide on the Mississippi River 
during a gale, and the latter sinks. 

Februaty 17 

Politics: The Confederate Congress suspends writs of habeas corpus as it relates 
to arrests made by authority of the president or the secretary of war. They also 
expand the draft to include all white males between the ages of 17 and 50. Another 
act allows the employment of African-American slaves as army laborers. The fourth 
session, first Confederate Congress then adjourns. 

Confederate Vice President Alexander H. Stephen continues protesting the sus¬ 
pension of habeas corpus, insisting it is “Far better that our country be overrun 
by the enemy, our cities sacked and burned, and our land laid desolate, than that 
the people should suffer the citadel of their liberties to be entered and taken by 
professed friends.” In light of his opposition, the Georgia legislature counters with 
a resolution reaffirming the state’s support for the war and all measures this may 
entail. 

South: General William H. French assumes command of the III Corps, Army of 
the Potomac. 
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Sepia wash drawing by R. G. Skerrett, 1 902, after a painting then held by the Confederate Memorial Literary 
Society Museum, Richmond, Virginia (Naval Historical Foundation) 


A surprise attack by Federal troops nets 13 of Major John S. Mosby’s partisan 
rangers at Piedmont, Virginia. 

Naval: The submarine CSS Hunley under Lieutenant George E. Dixon attacks and 
sinks the 1,934-ton Union screw sloop USS Housatonic under Captain Charles W. 
Pickering in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. Despite precautions, the attackers 
are sighted at 8:45 p.m. only 100 yards away, and the Union ship immediately slips 
its cable and begins to back off. Hunley still manages to ram its spar torpedo under 
the Housatonids starboard side, which explodes and fatally damages it. Fortunately 
only five sailors drown, with the rest saved by clinging to the masts as Housatonic 
settles in shallow water. Hunley apparently survives the explosion intact and remains 
topside long enough to signal by lantern that it was returning; then it inexplicably 
sinks a third time with all hands. Nevertheless, Housatonic enjoys the melancholy 
distinction of being the first warship in history lost to a submarine attack. 

The USS Tahoma destroys a Confederate saltworks at St. Marks, Florida. 

February 18 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln declares the port of Brownsville, Texas, open 
for trade and ends the Federal blockade there. 

February 20 

South: Union troops celebrate Confederate raider John S. Mosby’s promotion to 
lieutenant colonel by raiding his headquarters at Front Royal, Virginia; the rebels 
quickly recover and drive their attackers off. 
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The Battle of Olustee transpires between General Truman Seymour and Joseph 
Finnegan, with both sides numbering about 5,000 men apiece. The Northerners 
encounter Finnegan’s force safely dug in behind entrenchments, but Seymour 
nonetheless orders an advance. First to engage the Confederates is Colonel Joseph 
Hawley’s brigade, consisting of the 7th New Hampshire and the 8th U.S. Colored 
Infantry, which advances bravely but is decimated by heavy musket fire. As they 
withdraw in confusion, a battle-hardened Georgia brigade under General Alfred 
H. Colquett leaps from their entrenchments and charges Colonel William Barton’s 
brigade in the Union center, roughly handling it and taking several cannon. The 
Confederates then find themselves out of ammunition, their advance falters, and 
both sides scramble to redress their lines. 

Seymour, thoroughly bested, brings his final brigade under Colonel James 
Montgomery to act as a rear guard. Finnegan then orders an all-out charge against 
the retreating Federals, but the Confederates are delayed for several minutes by the 
desperate stand of African-Americans of the 35th U.S. Colored Infantry and the 
celebrated 54th Massachusetts. Seymour then skillfully extricates his troops and 
averts a general disaster, principally because Finnegan bungles use of his cavalry 
and fails to pursue effectively. Casualties at Olustee proportionately equaled or 
exceeded those of any other Civil War engagement. Seymour sustains a bruising 
203 dead, 1,152 wounded, and 506 missing (1,861)—a staggering loss rate of 34 
percent, while Finnegan loses 93 killed and 841 injured (946), or 20 percent. More 
important, the Union’s defeat here ensures that Florida remains a vital source of 
cattle, grain, and other valuable supplies for Confederate armies until the end of 
hostilities. 

West: General William Sooy Smith encounters a Confederate cavalry brigade under 
Colonel Jeffrey E. Forrest at Prairie Station, Mississippi, and begins to skirmish. An 
extended fire fight erupts as the Northerners lurch toward the town of West Point 
while Southerners continue gathering in strength. 

General William T. Sherman, tired of waiting for General William Sooy Smith’s 
cavalry to reinforce him, abandons Meridian, Mississippi, and retrogrades back to 
Vicksburg. However, he takes a circuitous northern route attempting to establish 
contact with his missing cavalry. To date, Union losses are 21 killed, 68 wounded, 
and 81 missing (170). 

Naval: Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren, greatly alarmed by the loss of the USS Hou- 
satonic to a Confederate torpedo attack, suggests to Navy secretary Gideon Welles 
that the government offer a $20-$30,000 reward for the capture or destruction of 
any such craft. “They are worth more to us than that,” he concludes. 

February 21 

South: Partisan rangers under Colonel John S. Mosby disperse a Union raiding 
party at Dranesville, Virginia, killing 15 and taking 70 captives for a cost of one dead 
and four wounded. 

West: Colonel Jeffrey E. Eorrest continues skirmishing heavily with Union cavalry 
at West Point, Mississippi, as his elder brother. General Nathan B. Eorrest, arrives 
with reinforcements. In fact, he is trying to lure Smith into an elaborate ambush 
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staged by the elder Forrest. But General William Sooy Smith, with twice the man¬ 
power, is convinced that he is heavily outnumbered and ignominiously withdraws. 
Smith’s retrograde movement ends all attempts to unite with General William T. 
Sherman at Meridian. 

Naval: The USS Para captures the Confederate steamer Hard Times on the St. John’s 
River, Florida. 

February 22 

Politics: Senator Samuel Pomeroy of Kansas, viewing President Abraham Lincoln 
as unelectable, begins a covert attempt to have Secretary of the Treasury Salmon 
P. Chase nominated as the Republican Party’s standard bearer. However, once his 
“Pomeroy Circular” is printed, it creates an uproar and a backlash against Chase, 
who ends his candidacy for the presidency. He also offers to resign over the matter, 
but Lincoln declines to accept. 

Michael Hahn is elected governor of the free-state portions of Louisiana. 
West: A riot between soldiers and Democrats in Paris, Edgar County, Illinois, 
results in one civilian death and two wounded soldiers. 

General George H. Thomas conducts a large reconnaissance in force of Con¬ 
federate defenses at Dalton, Georgia, to ascertain if General Joseph E. Johnston has 
weakened his forces by sending detachments to either General Leonidas Polk in 
Mississippi or General James Longstreet in Tennessee. To that end, several divisions 
from General John M. Palmer’s XIV Corps proceed through Ringgold Gap and onto 
the plains near Tunnel Hill. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest attack and defeat a larger 
Union rear guard under General William Sooy Smith near Okolona, Mississippi. 
However, resistance stiffens as the Southerners engage the main Union body, and 
several Gonfederate charges are bloodily repelled. The most notable casualty is Col¬ 
onel Jeffrey E. Forrest, the general’s younger brother. Two Union countercharges 
likewise fail with the loss of six cannon, and Smith then retreats in the direction of 
Pontotoc. Forrest, whose men are exhausted and low on ammunition, allows them 
to depart; he records 27 dead and 97 wounded Southerners while claiming 162 
prisoners and three stands of colors. 

Naval: The USS Whitehead shells and destroys a corn mill at Rainbow Bluff, North 
Carolina. 

The USS Virginia captures the British blockade-runner Henry Colthirst near 
San Luis Pass, Texas. 

The USS Linden hits a snag in the Arkansas River and sinks. 

February 23 

Politics: Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase absents himself from cabinet 
meetings in light of disclosures surrounding the recent Pomeroy Circular. 

South: General John A. McClernand receives command of the XIII Corps in 
Louisiana. 

The battered column of General Truman Seymour trudges back into Jackson¬ 
ville, Florida, concluding that state’s only major campaign. 
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West: Confederate cavalry under General Stephen D. Lee unite with General Nathan 
B. Forrest near West Point, Mississippi, but too late to play a role in defeating Union 
troopers under General William Sooy Smith. 

Skirmishes increase between Union troops under General John M. Palmer’s XIV 
Gorps and the Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston outside Dalton, 
Georgia. Despite the strength of the Confederate position. Palmer brings up addi¬ 
tional forces and continually presses the Southerners back up higher ground. 
Naval: The USS Lancaster, anchored at Acapulco, Mexico, helps repel an attack by 
hostile Native Americans. 

February 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation to compensate slave owners 
in Union-controlled regions by paying them $300 when their slaves join the Union 
army. 

The U.S. Senate, following the House’s lead, votes to create the rank of lieuten¬ 
ant general. 

South: General Braxton Bragg gains appointment as chief of operations, Confed¬ 
erate army, at Richmond, Virginia. He now serves as President Jefferson Davis’s de 
facto chief of staff. 

West: Forces under General John M. Palmer’s XIV Corps continue skirmishing with 
Confederate troops at Tunnel Hill, Georgia, testing the strength of their defenses. The 
division of General Richard W. Johnson begins to ascend the rocky face of the posi¬ 
tion while under heavy fire from General Alexander P. Stewart’s Confederates. The 
Southerners then fall back in good order and take up strong positions along Tunnel 
Hill (Buzzard’s Roost) to await the Union advance, but nightfall closes the contest. 
Naval: The USS Nita forces the Confederate blockade-runner Nan Nan aground in 
the East Pass of the Suwannee River, Florida. 

February 25 

West: General John C. Breckinridge replaces General Samuel Jones as commander 
of the Confederate Western Department of Virginia. 

General John M. Palmer and his XVI Corps continue probing Confederate 
positions at Buzzard Roost Gap, Georgia, but they encounter heavy resistance. The 
division of General Absalom Baird works its way up steep slopes under heavy fire, 
making steady progress but also taking considerable casualties. After a flanking 
move by General Jefferson C. Davis stalls along the west side of the imposing ridge. 
Palmer calls off the effort and withdraws that evening. Union losses are 289 casual¬ 
ties to 140 Confederates, but General George H. Thomas confirms that General 
Joseph E. Johnston is very strongly entrenched around Dalton. He then divines the 
strategy, implemented three months later, of sending Union troops through Snake 
Gap Creek, 15 miles behind Confederate lines, to outflank the defenders. More 
important, his steady pressure on Johnson necessitates that the corps of General 
Thomas J. Hardee, recently dispatched to assist General Leonidas Polk in Missis¬ 
sippi, be recalled back to the Army of the Tennessee. 

General Oliver O. Howard is reappointed commander of the XI Corps in 
Tennessee. 
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Naval: The USS Roebuck captures the British blockade-runner Two Brothers in the 
Indian River, Florida. 

February 26 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln reaffirms his faith in General Benjamin R 
Butler and also commutes all death sentences for desertion to imprisonment for 
the duration. 

South: Edward P. Alexander is appointed brigadier general, C.S.A. 

West: Confederate cavalry under Colonel John M. Hughes capture Washington, 
Tennessee, and they inflict 75 Union casualties. 

Union cavalry under General William Sooy Smith straggle back toward Colliers- 
ville, Tennessee, following their ill-fated Meridian expedition. Smith claims to have 
liberated 3,000 slaves, taken 200 captives, and burned 2,000 bales of cotton at a cost 
of 47 killed, 157 wounded, and 120 missing. Realistically, this is another lackluster 
effort, and General William T. Sherman laconically dismisses it as “unsatisfactory.” 
Naval: A boat from the USS Nipsic is captured while on picket duty in Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, by the Confederate cutter CSS Palmetto State. 

February 27 

South: Andersonville Prison, near Americus, Georgia, a sixteen-and-one-half-acre 
log stockade, receives its first Union captives. Crowded and squalid from the onset, 
it gradually gains infamy as the worst prison site in the South. 

WEST: General George H. Thomas concludes his probing actions outside Dalton, 
Georgia, and withdraws back into Tennessee. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Tahoma land and destroy Confederate saltworks 
along Goose Creek, Florida. 

The USS Roebuck captures the British blockade-runner Nina and the Confeder¬ 
ate schooner Rebel off the Indian River Inlet, Florida. 

February 28 

South: A force 3,500 Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick prepares for 
an extended raid toward Richmond, Virginia, in a bid to free Union prisoners held 
at notorious Libby Prison. The effort has been sanctioned personally by both Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton after they learned 
of horrendous conditions experienced by Northern prisoners. One of Kilpatrick’s 
principal subordinates is Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, son of Admiral John A. B. Dahl- 
gren, whose participation harbors considerable controversy The troopers leave 
camp in high spirits this evening and ford the Rapidan River at Ely’s Ford. 

To assist the raid on Richmond, General George A. Custer takes his brigade of 
1,500 troopers on a raid through Albemarle County, Virginia, while General John 
Sedgwick’s VI Corps creates another diversion in the direction of Madison Court 
House. 

West: General John B. Hood gains appointment as commander of the II Corps, 
Army of Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Penohscot captures the British blockade-runner Lilly off Velasco, 
Texas. 



404 Civil War Almanac 


1864 


February 29 

Politics: The U.S. Congress formally revives the rank of lieutenant general at the 
behest of President Abraham Lincoln. 

South: General Hugh J. Kilpatrick leads 3,500 Federal cavalry across the Rapidan 
River and gallops toward Richmond, Virginia. On reaching Spotsylvania, he dis¬ 
patches a column of 500 men under Colonel Ulric Dahlgren toward Goochland 
Court House to attack Richmond from the south as he hit it from the north. The 
troopers forge ahead despite inclement weather. 

WEST: Union forces begin to reconnoiter the Red River region of Louisiana in prep¬ 
aration for a major offensive there. 

Naval: Armed boats under Lieutenant William B. Cushing of the USS Monticello 
raid Smithville, North Carolina, in a bold attempt to capture Confederate general 
Louis Hebert. However, Hebert had departed for Wilmington earlier that day and 
is not in his tent when Cushing suddenly storms it—being within 50 yards of a 
Confederate barracks. 

Admiral David D. Porter dispatches Commander Frank Ramsey up the Black 
and Ouachita rivers, Louisiana, with the gunboats USS Osage, Ouachita, Lexington, 
Conestoga, Cricket, and Fort Hindman. This move in undertaken in conjunction 
with and preparation for the much large Red River expedition. 

The USS Penobscot captures the Confederate schooners Stingray and John Doug¬ 
las near Velasco, Texas. 

The USS Virginia captures the Confederate schooner Camilla at Galveston, 
Texas, and then attacks and burns the sloop Catherine Holt off San Luis Pass. 

March 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln nominates General Ulysses S. Grant for the 
rank of lieutenant general. 

South: General Hugh J. Kilpatrick, meeting resistance as his cavalry column 
approaches the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia (then only lightly 
defended by invalids and civilians), suddenly cancels his raid, veers away, and 
recrosses the Chickahominy River. En route, he is pursued sharply by Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry under General Wade Hampton, which successfully attack and drive the 
troopers off in confusion. Colonel Ulric Dalhgren, meanwhile, finding the James 
River swollen and impassible, decides to shift his attack from the east instead of 
from the south. He also hangs an African-American guide for mistakenly leading his 
column astray. But Dalhgren, having approached to within two-and-a-half miles of 
the city, encounters heavy resistance and becomes separated from his main column 
with only 100 men. He then calls off the raid and attempts to circle back to rejoin 
Kilpatrick. 

Naval: The USS Connecticut captures the British blockade-runner Scotia off Cape 
Fear, North Carolina. 

The USS Southfield and Whitehead rescue of the army gunboat Bombshell, on the 
Chowan River, North Carolina, once that vessel is cut off by Confederate batteries. 

The USS Roebuck captures the British blockade-runner Lauretta at Indian River 
Inlet, Florida. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris escapes 
from Funchal, Madeira, with the USS St. Louis in hot pursuit. 

March 2 

Politics: The U.S. Senate confers the rank of lieutenant general on Ulysses S. 
Grant. 

South: A detachment of 100 Union cavalry under Colonel Ulric Dahlgren is 
ambushed at Mantapike Hill, King and Queen County, Virginia, and he is killed 
while 92 of his men are captured. The Confederates then recover papers allegedly 
suggesting a plot to burn Richmond and to assassinate President Jefferson Davis; 
both the Union government and General George G. Meade promptly and vehe¬ 
mently deny any complicity. This ill-fated endeavor also costs the North 340 killed, 
wounded, and captured, in addition to 583 horses lost. 

General George A. Custer successfully concludes his own raid through Albe¬ 
marle County Virginia, and reaches the safety of Union lines. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter arrives off the mouth of the Red River, Louisiana, 
with his Mississippi Squadron for the planned expedition against Shreveport and 
east Texas. He is increasingly concerned by declining water levels on the river but 
nonetheless resolves to proceed apace. 

A naval reconnaissance up the Black River, Louisiana, under Commander Frank 
Ramsay stops to engage Confederate artillery below Harrisonburg. Ramsay’s flag¬ 
ship, USS Fort Hindman, is struck 27 times and retires with one engine severely 
damaged. 

March 3 

Politics: General Ulysses S. Grant is ordered to Washington, D.C., where he is to 
be promoted to lieutenant general. 

Naval: The USS Dan Smith captures the British blockade-runner Sophia off the 
Altamaha Sound, Georgia. The prize ultimately is abandoned in a gale shortly after¬ 
ward. 

March 4 

Politics: The U.S. Senate confirms Andrew Johnson to serve as governor of 
Tennessee. 

Pro-Union governor Michael Hahn is sworn into office at New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

South: A Confederate advance on Portsmouth, Virginia, is repulsed by Union forces 
under General David B. Birney and cavalry led by General Hugh J. Kilpatrick. 

General James P. Anderson assumes command of the Confederate District of 
Florida. 

West: Advanced elements of General William T. Sherman’s army reach Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, escorted by 5,000 slaves and 3,000 captured draft animals. He has cov¬ 
ered 360 miles through enemy territory and inflicted great materiel damage on the 
enemy while suffering only 113 killed, 385 wounded, and 414 missing (912). Strate¬ 
gically, his Meridian campaign fails to destroy Confederate rail lines or reduce enemy 
troop levels in northern Mississippi effectively as both are gradually restored. But 
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the effort convinces Sherman of the intrinsic effectiveness of scorched-earth tactics, 
and his willful devastation presaged what would be conducted on a far vaster scale 
through Georgia. The concept of total war against an entire enemy population begins 
to congeal in his mind. In effect, the Meridian campaign is a dress rehearsal for the 
destructive policies under which he gains considerable notoriety. 

Naval: The USS Petjwot captures the British blockade-runner Don off Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 

March 5 

Politics: Confederate authorities issue new regulations mandating that aU South¬ 
ern vessels donate half their cargo capacity to government shipments. This is 
undertaken as much to reduce wartime profiteering as to alleviate mounting sup¬ 
ply shortages. 

WEST: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler surprises General Absa¬ 
lom Baird’s camp at Leet’s Tan-yard, Georgia, capturing his camp, wagons, and 
numerous prisoners. 

Naval: A Confederate boarding party under daring commander John T. Wood cap¬ 
tures a Union telegraph station at Cherry Point, Virginia. They then attack and 
capture the Union army transports Aeolus and Titan, docked nearby. Two days later. 
Wood scuttles the latter vessel on the Piankatank River. 

A naval reconnaissance effort under Commander Frank Ramsay steams down 
the Black River, Louisiana, reaching the mouth of the Red River. 

Federal gunboats USS Petrel and Marmora lend gunfire ashore to Union troops 
defending Yazoo City, Mississippi, from a Confederate attack. 

March 6 

West: Federal troops pull out of Yazoo City, Mississippi, under Confederate pres¬ 
sure. 

General William T. Sherman appoints General Andrew J. Smith to command 
lead elements of the Red River expedition, Louisiana, and carefully instructs him to 
work closely with the gunboat flotilla under Admiral David D. Porter. 

Naval: The USS Grand Gulf captures the British blockade-runner Mary Ann off 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Peterhoff collides with the Monticello off New Inlet, North Carolina, 
and sinks. 

A Confederate torpedo boat successfully rams the USS Memphis twice in the 
North Edisto River, South Carolina, but the Union vessel escapes owing to a faulty 
spar torpedo that fails to detonate. Had it exploded eight feet below the waterline as 
intended, Memphis would undoubtedly have been destroyed. 

March 7 

West: President Jefferson Davis urges General James Longstreet to resume offensive 
operations in either Kentucky or Tennessee. 

March 8 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant formally accepts his commission as lieutenant 
general at a ceremony in the White House and then meets and confers with Presi- 
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dent Abraham Lincoln for the first time. Grant thus becomes the first American 
military leader to hold such lofty rank since George Washington. 

West: General Franz Sigel is appointed commander of the Department of West 
Virginia, with orders to clear Confederates out of the strategic Shenandoah Valley. 

A Union expedition under General Grenville M. Dodge seizes Courtland and 
Moulton, Alabama, along with valuable supplies, ammunition, and provisions. 
Naval: The USS Conestoga under Commander Thomas O. Selfridge accidentally is 
rammed by the General Price off Grand Gulf, Mississippi, and sinks with the loss of 
two dead. Ironically, both of Selfridge’s previous commands, the Cumberland and 
Cairo, were also lost to ramming. 

The USS Virginia captures the Confederate sloop Randall at San Luis Pass, 
Texas. 

March 9 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant succeeds General Henry W. Halleck as general 
in chief, with the latter being demoted to his chief of staff. Grant then ventures 
to Brandy Station, Virginia, headquarters of the Army of the Potomac. To main¬ 
tain good relations with officers of that force. General George G. Meade technically 
remains the commanding officer under Grant. 

South: Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick burn a grain mill and other 
property in the vicinity of Carlton’s Store, King and Queen County, Virginia, to 
punish the inhabitants for the recent ambush slaying of Colonel Ulric Dahlgren. 
Naval: The USS Yankee conducts a reconnaissance down the Rappahannock River 
as far as Urbanna, Virginia. 

The USS Shokokon and General Putnam escort an army expedition under Gen¬ 
eral Isaac J. Wistar up the York and Mattapony rivers, Virginia, as far as Sheppard’s 
Landing. 

Admiral David D. Porter assembles his gunboat squadron at the mouth of the 
Red River, Louisiana, prior to the advance against Shreveport. 

March 10 

South: After conferring with General George G. Meade, commander of the Army 
of the Potomac, General Ulysses S. Grant departs by rail for Nashville, Tennessee, 
for additional meetings with General William T. Sherman. 

Colonel John S. Mosby is bested in a skirmish with superior Federal forces at 
Charlestown and Kabletown, Virginia. 

General Nathaniel P. Banks begins to concentrate troops at New Orleans, Louisi¬ 
ana, in preparation for his Red River expedition to the heartland of the Confederate 
Trans-Mississippi Department. The bulk of his forces consist of 10,000 men under 
General Andrew J. Smith, on loan from General William T. Sherman at Vicksburg. 
Concurrently a Union column under General Frederick Steele also is slated to leave 
Little Rick, Arkansas, and advance on Shreveport from the west. This campaign, the 
brainchild of General Henry W. Halleck, is designed to clear an opening into East 
Texas. However, it is undertaken over the objections of Generals Ulysses S. Grant 
and William T. Sherman, who feel that Mobile, Alabama, is a more significant target. 
Banks, meanwhile, wishes to seize as much Confederate cotton as possible from this 
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highly productive region for that commodity remains highly overpriced in North¬ 
ern markets and promises to fetch him windfall profits on the open market. 

West: General Franz Sigel replaces General Benjamin F. Kelley as commander of 
the Union Department of West Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Virginia captures the Confederate schooner Sylphide off San Luis 
Pass, Texas. 

Federal gunboats and ironclads escort army transports carrying General Andrew 
J. Smith’s division down the Mississippi River from Vicksburg, Mississippi, to the 
mouth of the Red River, Louisiana. Once at the confluence of both rivers, their first 
objective is Fort De Russy, 30 miles to the west. 

March 11 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Beauregard and Norfolk Packet capture the Brit¬ 
ish blockade-runners Linda and Hannah off Mosquito Inlet, Florida. 

The USS San Jacinto seizes the Confederate schooner Lealtad off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The USS Aroostook captures the British blockade-runner Mary P. Burton off 
Velasco, Texas. 

March 12 

North: Sweeping leadership changes are finalized in the Union army with General 
Ulysses S. Grant in overall command of military operations; General Henry W. Hal- 
leck serving as his chief of staff; General William T. Sherman leading the Military 
Division of the Mississippi, including the Departments of the Arkansas, the Cum¬ 
berland, the Ohio, and the Tennessee; and General James B. McPherson heading 
both the Department and Army of the Tennessee. 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks begins to orchestrate his move up the Red River, 
Louisiana, with a view toward seizing Shreveport. His ultimate goal is to gain a 
lodgment in the Texas interior and sever the flow of supplies eastward. Advanced 
forces under General Andrew J. Smith are convoyed up the Red River to Alexandria, 
Louisiana, their first objective. Banks himself is detained two more weeks at New 
Orleans to help the struggling civilian administration of Governor Michael Hahn 
get established. 

Naval: The USS Massachusetts captures the Confederate sloop Persis in Wassaw 
Sound, Georgia. 

The USS Columbine supports army movements up the St. John’s River, Florida, 
culminating in an attack on Confederate positions at Pilatka. 

The USS Aroostook captures the Confederate schooner Marion off Velasco, 
Texas. 

Admiral David D. Porter leads an armada of 13 ironclads, four tinclads, and 
four wooden gunboats up the Red River, Louisiana, in concert with the Shreveport 
expedition of General Nathaniel P. Banks. The USS Essex, Lafayette, Choctaw, Ozark, 
Osage, Neosho, Port Hindman, and Cricket pause to help bombard Fort De Russy, 
Louisiana, into submission. Meanwhile, army transports convey the 3rd Division, 
XVI Corps of General Andrew J. Smith up as an advanced force. 
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March 13 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, after receiving a signed petition from Afri¬ 
can Americans in Louisiana, encourages Governor Michael Hahn of Louisiana to 
consider drafting a new state constitution that allows minorities to vote. Curiously, 
of the 1,000 blacks signing the document, no less than 27 had previously served 
under General Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812 with a promise of freedom that 
was subsequently retracted. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Benton, Chillicothe, Louisville, Pittsburgh, Mound City, 
Ouachita, Lexington, and Gazelle steam up the Atchafalaya River, Louisiana, and 
cover troop landings at Simmesport. Meanwhile, the Eastport and Neosho remain 
behind to assist in the reduction of Fort De Russy. 

March 14 

South: Union forces under General Andrew J. Smith seize Fort De Russy on the Red 
River, Louisiana, along with 325 prisoners and 12 cannon. This remains the only 
tactical success of the ensuing campaign. 

West: General John G. Parke and his IX Corps begin to transfer from eastern Ten¬ 
nessee to Annapolis, Maryland. 

March 15 

Politics: Michael Hahn, newly elected governor of Louisiana, receives powers pre¬ 
viously reserved for the military government as civil authority is transferred slowly 
back to politicians. This proves a forerunner of what ultimately unfolds during 
Reconstruction. 

Naval: The USS Eastport, Lexington, and Ouachita unsuccessfully intercept Confed¬ 
erate vessels fleeing over the Alexandria Rapids, Louisiana. The Southern steamer 
Countess grounds in the process and is destroyed by its crew to prevent capture. 
The bulk of Admiral David D. Porter’s squadron continues working its way toward 
Alexandria as long as water levels permit. 

The USS Nyanza captures the Confederate schooner /. W. Wilder on the Atcha¬ 
falaya River, Louisiana. 

March 16 

South: Union forces under General Andrew J. Smith occupy Alexandria, Louisiana, 
supported by nine Federal gunboats. 

WEST: General Nathan B. Forrest begins a protracted cavalry raid into West Ten¬ 
nessee and Kentucky. 

Confederate cavalry under Colonel John M. Hughs attack the Nashville and 
Chattanooga Railroad near Tullahoma, Tennessee, destroying a train, taking 60 
Union captives, and killing 20 African Americans. 

General Sterling Price succeeds General Theophilus H. Holmes as commander 
of the Confederate District of Arkansas. 

Naval: Landing parties under Commander Thomas O. Selfridge of the USS Osage 
occupy Alexandria, Louisiana, ahead of General Andrew J. Smith’s army troops. 

The USS Neptune and Galatea are ordered into the Caribbean to escort Califor¬ 
nia steamers carrying shipments of gold. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes drops 
anchor at Capetown, South Africa, to take on supplies. 

March 17 

South: General Nathaniel R Banks, detained at New Orleans, Louisiana, for polit¬ 
ical reasons, misses his scheduled rendezvous with General Andrew J. Smith at 
Alexandria. 

West: Generals Ulysses S. Grant and William T. Sherman meet at Nashville, Tennes¬ 
see, to coordinate their strategy closely. They then board trains for Cincinnati, Ohio, 
after Grant declares, “Headquarters will be in the field and, until further orders, will 
be with the Army of the Potomac.” 

March 18 

Politics: Pro-Union Arkansas voters ratify a new constitution mandating the abol¬ 
ishment of slavery. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman formally gains appointment as commander of 
the Military Division of the Mississippi. 

Naval: General Edmund Kirby-Smith orders the steamer New Falls City scuttled at 
Scopern’s Cut-off, below Shreveport on the Red River, Louisiana, as an obstacle. He 
also instructs that no less than 30 torpedoes be placed below Grand Ecore to further 
hobble Union advances upstream. 

March 19 

Politics: The Georgia state legislature grants President Jefferson Davis a vote of 
confidence and, following the next significant Confederate victory, desires that 
peace talks be conducted with Washington, D.C., but solely on the basis of Southern 
independence. 

South: Colonel John S. Mosby ambushes and defeats a larger Union detachment at 
Salem and Orleans, Virginia. 

March 20 

Naval: The USS Honeysuckle captures the Confederate sloop Florida in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The USS Tioga captures the Confederate sloop Swallow at sea. 

March 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves legislation allowing the Nevada and 
Colorado territories to become states. 

South: Union cavalry under General Joseph A. Mower defeat Confederate troops 
at Henderson’s Hill, Louisiana, taking 250 prisoners, 200 horses, and four cannon. 
Such losses temporarily cripple General Richard Taylor’s ability to conduct adequate 
scouting and reconnaissance. 

Naval: The USS Hendrick Hudson rams and sinks the Confederate blockade-runner 
Wild Pigeon at sea. 

Confederates scuttle the CSS Clifton at Sabine Pass, Texas, after it runs aground 
and cannot be refloated. 
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March 22 

North: General Lew Wallace replaces General Henry H. Lockwood as commander 
of the Middle Department, headquartered at Baltimore, Maryland. 

West: General Nathan KimbaU succeeds General Frederick Steele as commander of 
the Union Department of Arkansas once the latter departs Little Rock on an expedi¬ 
tion toward the Red River, Louisiana. 

March 23 

Politics: General Ulysses S. Grant hurriedly arrives hack in Washington, D.C., 
eager to put in motion a simultaneous advance from four different armies across 
the entire South. 

South: The Union 1 Corps is discontinued, and its troops are reabsorbed by the V 
Corps, Army of the Potomac under General Gouverneur K. Warren, who has him¬ 
self replaced General George Sykes. 

West: General Frederick Steele, ordered into the field by the War Department 
despite chronic supply shortages, reluctantly leads 10,400 Union troops out of Little 
Rock, Arkansas. His mission is to proceed east and link up with the Red River expe¬ 
dition of General Nathaniel P. Banks. Steele initially objected to the move as roads, 
such as they exist, are poor and his flanks remain vulnerable to attack by hard-riding 
Confederate cavalry. More important, Steele’s efforts are dogged by lack of adequate 
food and fodder for troops and pack animals alike. 

Naval: A Union naval party seizes an unnamed Confederate steamer on the Santee 
River, South Carolina, and burns it at the wharf 

March 24 

South: Although never fully recovered from wounds received at Gettysburg, General 
Winfield S. Hancock resumes command of the 11 Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

The Union III Corps is disbanded, and its troops are distributed among the 11 
and VI Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

West: A surprise raid by General Nathan B. Forrest captures Union City, Tennessee. 

General Nathaniel P. Butler finally arrives at Alexandria, Louisiana, and a week 
behind schedule before commanding the Union drive up the Red River toward 
Shreveport. However, he is disconcerted to learn that General Andrew J. Smith’s 
10,000 troops must revert back to General William T. Sherman no later than April 
25 in order to join the advance through Georgia. Banks receives additional bad news 
in the form of declining levels of water on the Red River itself, which jeopardizes 
continuing naval support from Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats. Undeterred, 
Banks orders the campaign to continue. 

Naval: The USS Britannia sails from Beaufort, North Carolina, with 200 soldiers 
and 50 sailors, in an aborted raid against Swansboro. The expedition is frustrated 
by unexpectedly heavy seas. 

The USS Stonewall captures the Confederate sloop Josephine off Sarasota Sound, 
Florida. 

March 25 

South: General David M. Gregg replaces General Alfred M. Pleasonton as com¬ 
mander of cavalry forces. Army of the Potomac. 
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West: General Nathan B. Forrest attacks and captures the town of Paducah, Ken¬ 
tucky, with his force of 2,800 cavalry. However, Colonel Stephen G. Hicks, the gar¬ 
rison commander, refuses to surrender and withdraws his 665 into the safety of 
nearby Fort Anderson. Forrest, espying the strength of his position, has no intention 
of attacking, but Colonel Albert P. Thompson nonetheless charges at the head of his 
3rd and 7th Kentucky Cavalry. The Confederates are repulsed bloodily with losses of 
10 killed (including Thompson) and 40 wounded, while Hicks records 14 killed and 
46 wounded. Forrest withdraws with 50 captives and 400 horses, several of which 
are confiscated from civilians. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Winona capture the Confederate blockade-run¬ 
ner Little Ada in the South Santee River, South Carolina, but are driven off by South¬ 
ern artillery batteries, abandoning their prize. 

Cannon fire from the gunboats USS Peosta and Paw Paw help repel Confederate 
raiders at Paducah, Kentucky, along the Tennessee River. 

March 26 

West: The approach of large Union cavalry forces toward Paducah, Kentucky, 
induces General Nathan B. Forrest to retire in the direction of Fort Pillow, Tennes¬ 
see, on the Mississippi River. 

March 27 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant rejoins the Army of the Potomac, now headquar¬ 
tered at Culpeper Court House, Virginia. 

Union prisoners begin to arrive en masse at Camp Sumter in Andersonville, 
Georgia. Once filled to capacity, it becomes the most squalid and infamous prison 
camp of the South. 

March 28 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks continues his advance from Alexandria, Loui¬ 
siana, toward Shreveport. 

West: Charleston, Illinois, is the scene of violent antiwar rioting, aimed at Union 
soldiers on furlough. Throngs of Democrats gather to hear antiwar congressional 
candidate lohn R. Eden speak, as hundreds of soldiers mill around nearby. Once 
liquor starts to flow, shots are exchanged suddenly between the two parties, and 
Democrats under Sheriff John O’Hare begin to retrieve hidden weapons from 
nearby wagons. Six men are killed and 20 injured by Knights of the Golden Circle 
(Copperheads) before the violence is suppressed by reinforcements. An additional 
50 Democrats are arrested, with 29 held indefinitely by military authorities at 
Springfield, until a clemency order by President Abraham Lincoln releases them. 

General Richard Taylor begins to mass 16,000 men to resist a Union advance 
down the Red River toward Shreveport, Louisiana, an important cotton-producing 
center. 

Union troops under Colonel Powell Clayton, having marched from Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, defeat a small Confederate force at Mount Elba. 

Naval: The USS Shokokon successfully engages a force of Confederate cavalry at 
Day’s Point, Virginia. 
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The USS Kingfisher runs aground off St. Helena Sound, South Carolina, and is 
scuttled by its crew. 

Armed boats from the USS Sagamore destroy two unnamed blockade-runners 
near Cedar Keys, Florida. 

Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles alerts Commander John C. Carter to have 
the USS Michigan ready to sail once the ice breaks on Lake Erie. He has received 
rumors that Confederates are planning to launch a raid from nearby Canada. 

March 29 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln prevails on General George G. Meade to for¬ 
sake a court of inquiry pertaining to his performance at the Battle of Gettysburg. 
For some time, the general has weathered attacks on his leadership by the Northern 
press and seeks vindication. 

West: Union forces under General Nathaniel P. Banks reach Natchitoches, Louisi¬ 
ana, where the general renders a fateful decision: Rather than continue on a road 
skirting the banks of Red River, protected by the guns of Admiral David D. Porter’s 
gunboats. Banks now veers inland along a more direct route toward his primary 
objective at Shreveport. Federal troops must now traverse a wilderness region along 
a single road wide enough for only one wagon. Meanwhile, Confederates under 
General Richard Taylor burn 10 miles of cotton fields in the Union army’s path to 
deny them that valuable commodity. Taylor then assumes defensive positions at 
Mansfield, interposing his force between Banks and Shreveport. 

A Union column under General Frederick Steele slogs into Arkadelphia, Arkan¬ 
sas, to rest and await reinforcements in the form of two cavalry brigades under 
General John M. Thayer. 

Colonel Powell Clayton, advancing from Mount Elba, Arkansas, rides south and 
again surprises a Confederate supply train at Long View on the Sabine River. He 
captures 35 wagons and 260 prisoners. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Commodore Barney and Minnesota ascend the 
Chuckatuck Creek and land parties ashore. A quick raid of Confederate headquar¬ 
ters at Cherry Grove, Virginia, nets 20 captives. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s attempts to get his gunboats over the Alexandria 
rapids is frustrated by unusually low levels of water on the Red River. The USS 
Eastport is hoisted carefully over the rocks, but the hospital ship Woodford strikes a 
snag and sinks. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris cap¬ 
tures the Union vessel Avon at sea and burns it. 

March 30 

West: Having consolidated his position at Mount Elba, Arkansas, Colonel Powell 
Clayton opens up a supply route toward Camden to assist the approaching Union 
column of General Erederick Steele. 

March 31 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Sagamore destroy the Confederate schooner Etta 
and another unnamed vessel near Cedar Keys, Elorida. 
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April 1 

West: General Frederick Steele, having waited in vain for cavalry reinforcements 
under General John M. Thayer, departs Arkadelphia, Arkansas, and marches toward 
the Red River, Louisiana. Dwindling supplies also force him to place the men and 
pack animals under his command on half rations. Meanwhile, his progress is dogged 
by Confederate cavalry under Generals Joseph O. Shelby and John S. Marmaduke. 
Naval: The Federal army transport Maple Leaf strikes a Confederate torpedo in the 
St. John’s River, Florida, and sinks off Mandarin Point. 

April 2 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Joseph O. Shelby attack and overturn a 
Union rear guard at Okolona, Arkansas, taking 160 prisoners. 

April 3 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks and his army reach Grand Ecore, Louisiana, 
encountering heightened Confederate resistance. Fie also receives reinforcements 
in the form of several army transports. 

Naval: The USS Eastport, Cricket, Mound City, Chillicothe, Pittsburg, Ozark, Neo¬ 
sho, Osage, Lexington, Fort Hindman, and Louisville escort General Andrew J. Smith’s 
corps up the Red River to Grand Ecore, Louisiana. The troops then slog overland 
from Natchitoches for an attack on Shreveport with the main force under General 
Nathaniel P. Banks. Fiowever, dwindling water levels remain a concern as Admiral 
David D. Porter’s 13 gunboats and 30 transports barely make it over the Alexandria 
Rapids. 

April 4 

Diplomacy: In light of Trench aggression toward Mexico, the U.S. Flouse of Repre¬ 
sentatives unanimously passes a resolution protesting the policies of Napoleon III. 
It reaffirms American resolve never to recognize a monarchical regime set up in the 
Western Hemisphere at the behest of any European power. Meanwhile, the govern¬ 
ment extends it support of rebel forces under President Benito Juarez. 

South: The Union XI and XII Corps are consolidated into the new XX Corps under 
General Joseph Hooker; General Jacob D. Dox takes charge of the XXIII Corps and, 
in a major shift of leadership, the aggressive general Philip H. Sheridan replaces 
General David M. Gregg as cavalry commander. Army of the Potomac. 

West: General John M. Schofield becomes commander of the XXIII Corps, Army 
of the Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Sciota captures the Confederate schooner Mary Sorly (nee U.S. 
revenue cutter Dodge) at Galveston, Texas. 

April 6 

Politics: The Convention of Louisiana, meeting at New Orleans, adopts a new state 
constitution abolishing slavery. 

North: The Union Department of the Monongahela merges with the Department 
of the Susquehanna in Pennsylvania. 

West: The army of General Nathaniel P. Banks continues advancing from aban¬ 
dons the banks of the Red River along a narrow road toward Shreveport, Louisiana. 



1864 


Chronology 415 


Thus, his force, as it approaches General Richard Taylor’s Confederates at Mansfield, 
becomes literally strung out for miles through the bayou wilderness. 

Naval: The USS Estrella captures the Confederate mail schooner Julia A. Hodges in 
Matagorda Bay, Texas. 

April 7 

West: The Confederate I Corps under General James Longstreet is ordered from 
Greeneville, Tennessee, and back to the Army of Northern Virginia. 

Naval: The USS Beauregard captures the British blockade-runner Spunky off Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 

Admiral David D. Porter conducts the Federal gunboats USS Cricket, Fort Hind¬ 
man, Lexington, Osage, Neosho, and Chillicothe up the Red River to support army 
troops at Shreveport, Louisiana. 

April 8 

Politics: The U.S. Congress approves the 13th Amendment to the Constitution by 
a vote of 38 to six. Slavery is now formally abolished in all territories controlled by 
the United States. 

South: Richard Taylor is appointed lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

The Union army of 18,000 men under General Nathaniel Banks moves in single 
file toward Mansfield, Louisiana, where it confronts General Richard Taylor’s 8,000 
Confederates at Sabine Crossroads. The Southerners are dug in comfortably behind 
extensive fieldworks awaiting a Union attack. But once Taylor notices how dispersed 
the Federals have allowed themselves to become—Banks’s wagon train alone is three 
miles long, which prevents reinforcements from coming up—he orders his men 
forward. General Alfred Mouton’s division attacks the Union left with a cheer but 
is badly cut up by musketry. Mouton is killed, but his survivors rally under General 
Camille J. Polignac and press forward, assisted by Texans under General John G. 
Walker to their right. The Confederates then crash through two Union lines, over¬ 
running Banks’s artillery and wagon train, which they immediately stop to plunder. 
This delay grants Federals under General WiUiam H. Emory sufficient time to form 
a third line; it, too, is attacked heavily but repulses the Southerners. Emory’s stand 
also enables the bulk of Banks’s forces to retreat toward Pleasant FFill, 15 miles east, 
as fighting gradually winds down. 

Mansfield proves to be the decisive encounter of the Red River campaign and 
the largest waged in the Trans-Mississippi theater. Banks is stopped in his tracks 
and is thrashed soundly due to slovenly deployments. Union losses are also severe 
considering the numbers engaged and amount to 113 dead, 581 injured, and 1,541 
missing (2,235). The victorious Taylor, who captures 20 cannon, 200 wagons, and 
1,000 draft animals, suffers more than 1,000 casualties. The Confederates are rein¬ 
forced tonight by General Thomas J. Churchill’s division and immediately pursue 
the defeated bluecoats downriver. 

April 9 

North: Union strategy for an all-out push against the Confederacy is finalized into 
five major components: General Nathaniel P. Banks is to capture Mobile, Alabama; 
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General William T. Sherman is to drive into Georgia from Tennessee and seize 
Atlanta; General Franz Sigel is to advance down the Shenandoah Valley, breadbas¬ 
ket of the Gonfederacy, and General Benjamin F. Butler is to descend on Richmond, 
Virginia, from the south bank of the James River. But most important. General 
George G. Meade’s Army of the Potomac is to rivet their attention on General Rob¬ 
ert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia. “Wherever Lee goes, there you will 
go also,” Grant declares. 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks consolidates 18,000 men of his shaken army, 
now reinforced by two veteran divisions from General Andrew J. Smith’s XVI Corps, 
along Pleasant Hill, Louisiana. The Northerners are posted strongly and are ready 
by the time Confederates under General Richard Taylor appear on the battlefield at 
9:00 A.M. However, Taylor’s 12,000 men are exhausted by all-night marching, and his 
attack is delayed by several hours. It is not until 4:30 p.m. that Confederate artillery 
open up and Churchill’s division sweeps forward in a flanking movement around 
Banks’s left. As this transpires, Taylor also commits General Thomas Green’s cavalry 
and a Texas division under General John G. Walker to assail the Union center. These 
movements are repelled bloodily, although Churchill makes good progress initially 
and routs two Federal brigades. Suddenly, Churchill is himself assailed in the right 
flank by a deft counterattack organized by Smith, and he reels backward. Additional 
charges against the Union line result in nothing but further losses, so Taylor orders 
combat to cease by nightfall. 

Pleasant Hill is a major tactical victory for Banks, who rescues his army from the 
previous day’s humiliation at Mansfield. Union losses are 152 killed, 859 wounded, 
and 495 captured (1,506) to a Confederate tally of 1,621. However, Union forces 
continue falling back on Grand Ecore, spelling an end of the Red River campaign. 
The aggressive Taylor wishes to pursue further, but his superior. General Edmund 
Kirby-Smith, orders the bulk of his army back into Arkansas to contain a Federal 
offensive there. 

WEST: General George Stoneman transfers from Virginia to the Department of the 
Ohio as head of all Union cavalry. 

General Frederick Steele is reinforced by cavalry under General John M. Thayer 
at Elkin’s Ferry, Arkansas, although this does nothing to alleviate chronic supply 
shortages. The Union column also is beset persistently by Confederate guerrillas 
and cavalry. 

Naval: At 2:00 a.m., the USS Minnesota is damaged by a spar torpedo handled by 
the Confederate torpedo boat CSS Squib under Lieutenant Hunter Davidson off 
Newport News, Virginia. The intruder was detected at 150 yards’ distance, but the 
Minnesota’s guns could not be depressed in time. Davidson manages to place his 
charge in his target’s port quarter, but fortunately for the Union vessel, the dam¬ 
age incurred proves slight. Squib then steams off to safety under heavy musket fire, 
thoroughly alarming Union vessels in the area. 

April 10 

South: The Red River campaign grounds to an ignominious close as General 
Nathaniel P. Banks withdraws back to Grand Ecore, Louisiana, General Frederick 
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Steele stalls in Arkansas. A victorious General Richard Taylor is ordered back to 
Mansfield by General Edmund Kirby-Smith. 

West: General Oliver O. Howard replaces General Gordon Granger as commander 
of the IV Corps, Army of the Tennessee. 

Union forces under General Frederick Steele encounter stiff Confederate resis¬ 
tance under General Sterling Price at Prairie D’Ane, Arkansas, and a continuing 
fight develops during the next four days. With the Red River campaign under Gen¬ 
eral Nathaniel P. Banks concluded, Steele now finds himself marooned deep behind 
enemy lines with few supplies and no prospect of reinforcements. Nonetheless, he 
continues advancing toward better positions at Camden to await developments. 
Naval: Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron steams up the Red River 
and escorts army transports as far as Springfield Landing, Louisiana, 30 miles below 
Shreveport. Further progress is blocked by the Confederate steamer New Falls City, 
which is sunk in midstream as an obstacle. The vessels are beset further by falling 
water levels and news of General Nathaniel P. Banks’s recent defeat at Sabine Cross 
Roads. 

April 11 

Politics: The pro-Union administration of Dr. Isaac Murphy is inaugurated at 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Nita captures the Confederate vessel Three Brothers near the mouth 
of the Homosassa River, Florida. 

The USS Virginia captures the Confederate blockade-runner Juanita at San Luis 
Pass, Texas. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboat flotilla slowly begins to work its vessels over 
the Alexandria rapids while under fire from Confederate artillery and snipers. How¬ 
ever, the water level is dipping so low that the majority of his fleet becomes trapped 
upstream. 

April 12 

South: Confederate forces pursuing after the Battle of Pleasant Hill encounter 
General Thomas K. Smith’s division, XVI Corps at Blair’s Landing, Louisiana. 
These troops are covered by several Union gunboats in the adjacent Red River. 
General Thomas Green nonetheless dismounts his cavalry and artillery to engage 
them. The aggressive Green, somewhat inebriated, leads a foolish charge against 
the waiting flotilla and is pummeled by heavy shells fired from the riverfront; he 
is among the very first killed. The Southerners sustain 300 casualties to a Union 
tally of only 57. 

West: General Simon B. Buckner is appointed commander of the Confederate 
Department of East Tennessee. 

A force of 1,500 Confederate cavalry under General James R. Chambers invests 
Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on the Mississippi River, then defended by 557 Union sol¬ 
diers, including 262 African Americans, under Major Lionel F. Booth. The fort, a 
wretchedly designed open earthwork, is partially stormed by Chambers, whose 
first charge seizes the outer works and renders the Union cannon useless. From 
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Confederate batteries fire on Union transport ships during the Red River Campaign, March-May 1 864. 
Engraving, Harper’s Weekly 


there, Confederate snipers also fire down into the garrison, killing Major Booth. 
His successor. Major William F. Bradford, grimly awaits promised reinforce¬ 
ments from downstream and holds on. At 10:00 a.m.. General Nathan B. Forrest 
arrives and, after several more hours of fighting, concludes that the fort cannot 
be defended. At 3:30 p.m., a flag of truce goes forward demanding Bradford’s sur¬ 
render, but he refuses. Forrest then orders an all-out assault on the last ring of 
defense, which falls easily. Surviving Federals then either flee over the bluffs and 
dive into the Mississippi River or try surrendering, but the enraged Confederates 
apparently go on a rampage. Many Union soldiers, largely African Americans, are 
apparently murdered in cold blood. The fort is abandoned soon after, and Forrest 
departs for Jackson, Tennessee. Confederate losses at Fort Pillow are 14 killed and 
86 wounded, a pittance compared to Union casualties of 231 dead, 100 wounded, 
and 226 captured—only 58 African Americans are taken alive. The extent of the 
slaughter results in charges of massacre being leveled against Forrest, who denies 
any complicity. But thereafter “Remember Fort Pillow!” becomes a rallying cry for 
black soldiers. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS South Carolina and T. A. Ward seize the 
British blockade-runner Alliance after it runs aground on Daufuskie Island, 
South Carolina. 
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The USS Estrella, escorting two army steamers, helps General Fitz H. Warren 
land troops in Matagorda Bay, Texas, and subsequently captures two small vessels. 

The Federal gunboat USS New Era assists in the defense of Fort Pillow, Tennes¬ 
see, but after the fort falls and captured cannon are turned on the vessel, it with¬ 
draws upriver. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron and several army transports 
begin their trek back down the Red River, Louisiana, engaging enemy troops at 
Blair’s Landing, Louisiana. Heavy and accurate fire from the USS Neosho, Lexing¬ 
ton, Hindman, and Osage drives off Confederate dismounted cavalry and cannon 
from the riverbanks, killing General Thomas Green in the process. The Osage also 
makes naval history in this engagement by employing for the first time jerry-rigged 
periscopes to direct naval gunfire. 

April 13 

Naval: A naval expedition consisting of the USS Stepping Stones, Commodore Mor¬ 
ris, Commodore Perry, Commodore Barney, Shokokon, and Minnesota unsuccessfully 
tries to trap the Confederate torpedo vessel CSS Squib on the Nansemond River, 
Virginia. 

The USS Rachel Seaman captures the British blockade-runner Maria Alfred on 
the Mermentau River, Louisiana. 

The USS Nyanza captures the Confederate schooner Mandoline at Atchafalaya 
Bay, Louisiana. 

April 14 

South: General John Sedgwick assumes command of the VI Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

General Ambrose E. Burnside takes charge of the IX Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Abraham Buford, informed by local 
newspapers that General Nathan B. Forrest’s recent raid missed capturing 140 
army horses concealed in a foundry at Paducah, Kentucky, suddenly reappear in 
force. The Union garrison under Colonel Stephen C. Hicks simply withdraws once 
again into nearby Fort Anderson, and the Southerners make off with valuable new 
mounts. 

Naval: The USS New Era, Platte Valley, and Silver Cloud approach Fort Pillow, Ten¬ 
nessee, and, finding it vacant, fire shells at nearby Confederate forces. 

The USS Peosta, Key West, Pairplay, and Victory approach Paducah, Kentucky, on 
the Ohio River and drive off Confederate forces gathering along the bank. 

The USS Moose, Hastings, and Eairy engage Confederate cavalry at Columbus, 
Kentucky, on the Mississippi River. 

April 15 

Politics: Governor Andrew Johnson of Tennessee delivers a speech in Knoxville 
endorsing the principles of emancipation. 

South: Colonel John S. Mosby ambushes and defeats a large Union contingent at 
Waterford, Virginia. 
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West: Union cavalry directed by General John M. Schofield surprise Confederates 
at Greeneville, Tennessee, taking 25 captives. 

General Frederick Steele occupies Camden, Arkansas, to gather supplies and rest 
his hungry men. Meanwhile, Confederates under General Sterling Price continue 
arriving to threaten his flank and rear. 

Naval: The USS Virginia forces the Confederate sloop Rosina aground near San Luis 
Pass, Texas, destroying it. 

The Federal gunboat USS Eastport strikes a Confederate torpedo on the Red River 
below Grand Ecore, Louisiana, and grounds itself in shoal waters to carry out repairs. 

April 16 

North: An official report by the U.S. government lists 146,634 Confederate prison¬ 
ers of war. 

Naval: The army transport General Hunter strikes a torpedo and sinks in the St. 
John’s River, Florida. 

April 17 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant suspends all prisoner exchanges until the Confeder¬ 
ates release identical numbers of Union captives—an impossible demand, given their 
restricted manpower. To this end. Grant also insists: “No distinction whatever will be 
made in the exchange between white and colored prisoners.” Confederate authori¬ 
ties strongly disagree with his dictates, and the practice of prisoner exchanges halts, 
resulting in longer retention of captives in already overcrowded facilities. Grant’s 
ploy also seriously impairs the South’s ability to regain trained manpower. 

South: General Robert F. Fioke gathers up 7,000 men and attacks the Union garri¬ 
son at Plymouth, North Carolina. His objective is the 2,834 Union infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery commanded by General Henry W. Wessells, who are supported further 
by an offshore gunboat squadron. 

WEST: To alleviate mounting supply shortages. General Frederick Steele dispatches 
a foraging expedition from Camden, Arkansas, to confiscate stores of Southern 
corn. Colonel James M. Williams then marches from camp with 695 men, mostly 
from the 1st Kansas Colored Volunteers, two cannon, and 198 wagons. En route, he 
receives additional reinforcements, bringing his numbers up to 1,170 men. 

Naval: The Eederal gunboats USS Southfield, Ceres, and Miami, accompanied by the 
army steamer Bombshell, assist in the defense of Plymouth, North Carolina. Confed¬ 
erate attackers are driven off, but the Bombshell sustains serious damage and sinks. 
The USS Owasco captures the British blockade-runner Lilly off Velasco, Texas. 

April 18 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard arrives to replace General Samuel Jones as 
commander of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia. 

General Robert E. Hoke continues his campaign against the Union garrison at 
Plymouth, North Carolina, by shelling enemy positions and capturing Port Wes- 
sels with several determined charges. However, Eederal troops cling stubbornly to 
nearby Fort Williams, and now Hoke’s success hinges on the appearance of the 
Confederate ram CSS Albemarle. 
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West: Confederate cavalry under General John S. Marmaduke detect a party of 
1,170 Union soldiers near Poison Springs, Arkansas, and prepare to give battle with 
1,700 troopers. He then is joined by General Samuel B. Maxey’s command, which 
brings Confederate numbers up to 3,335. Maxey, although nominally outranking 
Marmaduke, allows him to take tactical control of the battle. The Confederates then 
advance, meeting staunch resistance from African Americans of the 1st Kansas Col¬ 
ored Volunteers and are thrown back repeatedly. But Southern numbers gradually 
assert themselves and the Union troopers suddenly gave way, creating a gap in the 
Union lines. Colonel James M. Williams strives to close ranks as the Confederates 
charge again, and he is in the act of covering his wagon train when Marmaduke’s 
masked cannons open fire. The Federal column now is caught in a crossfire and 
crumbles quickly as survivors flee for the safety of Camden, 10 miles distant. Union 
losses would have been far higher save for Maxey’s decision to overrule Marmaduke 
and eschew the pursuit in order to secure the wagon train. 

Poison Springs is a significant Union defeat for it forces General Frederick 
Steele’s army at Camden on the defensive, where it languishes on half rations. The 
victorious Marmaduke also captures all 198 wagons and four cannon, and he inflicts 
204 killed and missing, along with 97 wounded. Confederate losses are pegged at 
13 killed, 81 wounded, and one missing. Sadly, most of the Union dead are African 
Americans captured in battle and then slaughtered without mercy by Missourians, 
Arkansans, and Confederate Choctaw. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Read engages and destroys a Confederate supply base 
at Circus Point on the Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

The Confederate ram CSS Albemarle departs Hamilton, North Carolina, under 
Commander James W. Cooke and sails down the Roanoke River. The vessel’s appear¬ 
ance is greatly anticipated by Confederate forces currently besieging Plymouth. But 
while steaming en route, the vessel experiences engine and steering malfunctions 
and is forced to anchor above the town that evening. 

Armed boats from the USS Beauregard capture the British blockade-runner 
Oramoneta near Matanzas Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Fox captures and burns the Confederate schooner Good Hope off the 
Homosassa River, Florida. 

April 19 

Politics: The U.S. Congress passes legislation authorizing the admittance of 
Nebraska as a state. 

South: Colonel John S. Mosby raids a Union wedding ceremony at Leesburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, and then conveys his greetings to Federal troops and Union-leaning inhabit¬ 
ants of the area. 

Naval: The huge Confederate steam ram CSS Albemarle under Commander James 
W. Cooke attacks the Federal squadron consisting of the USS Miami, Ceres, and 
Southfield off Plymouth, North Carolina. Arriving at 3:30 a.m., Albemarle strikes 
and sinks the USS Southfield, killing Commander C. W. Flusser. The surviving 
Union vessels draw off, leaving the Federal garrison ashore unsupported and with 
Confederate forces commanding all water approaches to Plymouth. 
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A Confederate torpedo boat makes a failed attempt to strike and sink the USS 
Wabash off Charleston harbor, South Carolina. The attack is detected, and the 
intended victim manages to raise steam and get underway, but the attackers are 
finally discouraged by heavy swells. 

The USS Owsaco captures the British blockade-runner Laura in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The USS Virginia captures the Mexican blockade-runner Alma off the Texas 
coast. 

April 20 

North: The government reduces rations accorded to Southern prisoners of war in 
retaliation for mistreatment of Union captives. 

South: General Robert F. Hoke attacks and captures 2,800 Union prisoners and a 
large quantity of supplies at Plymouth, North Carolina, after a three-day siege. Key 
to his success is the arrival of the Confederate ram CSS Albemarle, which bombards 
the defenders from offshore. For his success, Hoke receives promotion to major 
general. Confederate losses are 163 killed and 554 wounded. 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith arrives outside Camden, Arkansas, with three 
divisions to confront the 13,500 Union troops of General Frederick Steele. The Con¬ 
federates then begin to maneuver to come between Steele and the capital at Little 
Rock. Steele, meanwhile, gratefully receives a Union supply train from Pine Bluff, 
which partially ameliorates his otherwise tenuous supply situation. 

April 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln confers with the governors of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Iowa. 

South: General Nathaniel P. Banks withdraws his army from Grand Ecore, Louisi¬ 
ana, and back to Cloutiersville while closely pursued by Confederate cavalry. 
Naval: The USS Eureka trades fire with a concealed Confederate battery on the 
Potomac River near Urbanna, Virginia. 

Armed boats from the USS Howquah, Fort Jackson, and Niphon land and destroy 
Confederate saltworks at Masonboro Sound, North Carolina, taking 160 captives. 

Armed boats from the USS Ethan Allen attack and destroy a Confederate salt¬ 
works at Murrell’s Inlet, South Carolina. 

Landing parties from the USS Cimarron destroy a rice mill and 5,000 bushels of 
rice at Winyah Bay, South Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Sagamore destroy 400 bales of cotton at Clay Land¬ 
ing, Florida. 

The Federal gunboats USS Petrel and Prairie Bird lend supporting fire to 
Union forces attacking Yazoo City, Mississippi. However, once Petrel steams past 
Confederate batteries, it proves unable to turn around in the confining waters 
downstream. 

The Federal gunboat USS Eastport is refloated after striking a torpedo and limps 
down the Red River. During the next five days, the damaged vessel grounds itself 
eight times to effect repairs and covers only 60 miles. 
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April 22 

Politics: The first U.S. coins with the inscription “In God We Trust” are minted as 
per an act of Congress. 

President Jefferson Davis writes General Leonidas K. Polk concerning African- 
American prisoners. “If the negroes are escaped slaves, they should be held safely for 
recovery by their owners,” he states. “If otherwise, inform me.” 

South: Fitzhugh Lee is appointed major general, C.S.A. 

West: To gather additional supphes for his starving forces. General Frederick Steele dis¬ 
patches 240 wagons on an expedition to Pine Bluff, Arkansas. They are accompanied by 
Colonel Francis M. Drake, commanding 1,200 infantry and 240 cavalry as an escort. 
Naval: The Confederate steam ram CSS Neuse grounds on its maiden voyage from 
Kinston, North Carolina, and cannot be refloated. It then is destroyed to prevent 
capture. 

The USS Petrel again engages Confederate batteries during a Union assault on 
Yazoo City, Mississippi. Petrel comes off poorly in the exchange, grounds, and is 
captured by General Wirt Adams with a loss of 10 killed. 

The USS Monticello boards the British schooner James Douglas at sea, only to 
find it abandoned. 

April 23 

South: As the army of General Nathaniel P. Banks retreats from Grand Ecore, Loui¬ 
siana, a body of Confederate cavalry under General Hamilton P. Bee seizes Monet’s 
Ferry at Cane River Crossing. Because this was the only fordable point in the vicin¬ 
ity, Union troops under General William H. Emory counterattack to regain control 
of the ferry. Colonel brands Fessenden dislodges Southerners from behind the high 
bank they occupy, and Bee withdraws safely to a nearby hillside. Union troops then 
construct a pontoon bridge on the river, over which Banks’s army passes the follow¬ 
ing day. General Richard Taylor waxes critical over Bee’s inept performance and for 
allowing the Federals to escape. Union losses are estimated at 300; the Confederates 
sustain about 50 casualties. 

West: General Frank P. Blair assumes command of the Union XVII Corps in 
Tennessee. 

General James F. Fagan, after learning of the Union wagon train dispatched by 
General Frederick Steele to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, dispatches 4,000 Confederate cav¬ 
alry under Generals William L. Cabell and Joseph O. Shelby to intercept the wagon 
train on the Warren Road. 

April 24 

West: A large Union wagon train wends its way back to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
including 500 Iowa cavalry and 300 former African-American slaves seeking free¬ 
dom. They proceed down the Warren Road unaware that sizable Confederate forces 
lurk nearby, preparing to strike. 

April 25 

South: Confederate raiders under Colonel John S. Mosby storm a Union outpost 
at Hunter’s Mills, Virginia, capturing men and horses. 
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General Nathaniel P. Banks’s men begin to straggle into Alexandria, Louisiana, 
concluding their ill-fated campaign up the Red River. 

General Robert Ransom is assigned to take charge of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of Richmond. 

West: A force of 4,000 Confederate cavalry under General William L. Cabell sur¬ 
prises a Union wagon train at Mark’s Mills, Arkansas, catching the armed escort of 
Colonel Francis M. Drake in a pincer. Advanced elements tangle at 8:00 a.m., after 
which impetuous Southerners drive the Federals back into their wagons. Drake falls 
seriously wounded before Union defenses can sort themselves out. A final charge 
from the north delivered by General Joseph O. Shelby clinches the victory, and the 
Northerners surrender en masse. Cabell seizes 240 wagons and 1,700 prisoners while 
only 300 Federals escape back to their main force at Camden. Confederate losses 
are given as 41 killed, 108 wounded, and 144 missing. Moreover, enraged South¬ 
erners also murder 150 African-American slaves who had attached themselves to 
the column. This defeat also impels General Frederick Steele to abandon Camden, 
Arkansas, in the face of superior numbers and dwindling supplies. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes cap¬ 
tures the Federal ship Rockingham west of the Cape Verde Islands and sinks it with 
cannon fire. 

April 26 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant orders Union troops to evacuate Washington, 
North Carolina, following the recent loss of Plymouth. He also orders the town of 
New Bern held at all costs and has its defenses strengthened. 

The battered Union army of General Nathaniel P. Banks continues filtering 
through Alexandria, Louisiana, and remains two days awaiting the gunboat fleet of 
Admiral David D. Porter. 

West: Outnumbered and nearly surrounded by Confederates under Generals 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and Sterling Price, General Frederick Steele abandons Cam¬ 
den, Arkansas, and marches back to Little Rock. He methodically begins to evacuate 
that night and skillfully slips past Confederate outposts without detection. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Ottawa and Pawnee accompany several army 
transports up the St. John’s River in defense of Fort Gates and St. Augustine, 
Florida. 

The Mississippi Squadron under Admiral David D. Porter wages a running fight 
while passing Confederate batteries near Alexandria on the Red River, Louisiana. In 
this first round of fighting, the USS Cricket sustains heavy damage while the pump 
steamer Champion No. 3 is crippled, drifts, and is captured. The wooden gunboat 
Juliet also receives several hits but is fortunately towed out of harm’s way by Cham¬ 
pion No. 5. 

The Federal gunboat USS Eastport, having grounded six times due to damage 
from striking a mine, is scuttled on the Red River, Louisiana. 

April 27 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis dispatches a special commissioner to Canada to 
help to negotiate a possible truce with the United States. 
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North: In Washington, D.C., General in Chief Ulysses S. Grant begins to issue 
detailed orders to unleash his multipronged assault on the South. 

West: General Frederick Steele, having skillfully evacuated Camden, Arkansas, with 
13,500 men, begins a laborious slog back to Little Rock. He eludes Confederate 
vigilance for several hours, but his situation, 70 miles behind enemy lines, low on 
supplies, and substantially outnumbered, is a perilous one. General Edmund Kirby- 
Smith then tardily throws a pontoon bridge over the Ouachita River, a feat delaying 
him several hours, and commences to pursue. The progress of both sides is greatly 
encumbered by mud and driving rain. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter makes a second attempt to run past Confederate 
batteries along the Red River near Alexandria, Louisiana. The USS Port Hindman 
and Juliet receive some damage while the pump steamer Champion No. 5 burns 
and sinks. The heavy ironclad USS Neosho also arrives from downstream to lend 
assistance. Porter reassembles his surviving craft at Alexandria. 

The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes captures 
and burns the Federal bark Tycoon east of Salvador, Brazil. 

April 28 

South: Union batteries in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, commence to bom¬ 
bard Fort Sumter, throwing an addition 510 rounds throughout the ensuing week. 
West: General Egbert B. Brown orders Union forces in Johnson County, Missouri, 
to pursue Confederate guerrilla William C. Quantrill. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter’s flotilla remains trapped on the Red River by 
receding water levels. The admiral himself is resigned to the necessity of scuttling 
his entire squadron to prevent its capture, and he advises Navy secretary Gideon 
Welles that, “you may judge my feelings at having to perform so painful a duty.” 

April 29 

Politics: The U.S. Congress increases all duties by 50 percent to fund the war effort 
better. 

West: General George Crook leads 6,155 men into the Allegheny Mountains, Vir¬ 
ginia, for the purpose of cutting the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. From the 
onset, his progress is hampered by harsh terrain and drenching rain. 

The Union column of General Frederick Steele reaches the rain-swoUen banks 
of the Saline River at Jenkins Ferry and makes preparations to cross a rickety pon¬ 
toon bridge. However, the close proximity of pursuing Confederate units neces¬ 
sitates the deployment of a strong rear guard of 4,000 men under General Samuel 
Rice, VII Corps. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Yankee, Fuchsia, Thomas Freeborn, and Tulip steam up 
Carter’s Creek, Virginia, to destroy a Confederate base camp. 

The USS Honeysuckle captures the British blockade-runner Miriam off Key 
West, Florida. 

Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboat flotilla sits almost completely stranded on 
the Red River near Alexandria, Louisiana, by declining water levels. Fortunately, 
succor arrives when army engineer Colonel Joseph Bailey proposes building a series 
of dams to raise the water. Once the depth reaches seven feet, chutes can be opened 
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to allow the vessels to slip through. “This proposition looked like madness,” Porter 
concedes, “and the best engineers ridiculed it, but Colonel Bailey was so sanguine 
of success that I requested General Banks to have it done.” The result proves to be 
one of the most remarkable improvisations of the entire war. 

April 30 

South: President Jefferson Davis issues orders to return all captured slaves found 
fighting in Union ranks back to their rightful owners “on proof and payment of 
charges.” 

Five-year-old Joe Davis, son of President Jefferson Davis, dies of injuries received 
in a fall at the Confederate White House in Richmond, Virginia. 

West: General Franz Sigel leads 6,500 Union troops down the Shenandoah Valley 
toward Staunton, where he can cut the strategic Virginia Central Railroad. 

The Battle of Jenkin’s Ferry, Arkansas, develops as Confederate cavalry under 
John S. Marmaduke approach a Union rear guard under General Samuel Rice. Rice 
deploys his 4,000 men in a position with strongly secured flanks, which require 
the Confederates, fielding twice as many men, to attack frontally across a swampy 
morass. In rapid succession, the brigades of Generals Thomas J. Churchill, Mosby 
M. Parsons, and John G. Walker all advance and hurl themselves against Rice’s posi¬ 
tion, being invariably driven back with losses. At length, General Frederick Steele 
passes the bulk of his army over the Sabine River and dutifully extricates his remain¬ 
ing men. General Edmund Kirby-Smith thus loses his final chance to destroy Fed¬ 
eral forces in Arkansas completely. Union casualties are 63 dead, 413 wounded, 
and 45 missing (521), including the skillful general Rice, who is mortally wounded. 
Confederate losses are 86 killed and 356 wounded (442). As an afternote, men of 
the U.S. 2nd Colored Infantry murder several Southern prisoners in retaliation for 
atrocities inflicted on African Americans at Poison Springs the previous April. 
Naval: The USS Vicksburg captures the British blockade-runner Indian off Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina. 

The USS Conemaugh captures the Confederate schooner Judson off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Confederate blockade-runners Harriet Lane and Alice slip past the USS Katah- 
din in a heavy rainstorm and evade the Union blockade off Galveston, Texas. 

To reserve the Mississippi Squadron of Admiral David D. Porter, Colonel Joseph 
Bailey begins to construct a dam of logs across the Red River. Through this engi¬ 
neering expedient, the water levels are expected to rise sufficiently to allow Porter’s 
vessels to pass over the Alexandria rapids. “Two or three regiments of Maine men 
were set to work felling trees,” Porter notes, “Everyman seemed to be working with 
a vigor seldom seen equaled.” Their efforts relieve Porter of having to scuttle his 
squadron to avoid being captured. 

May 1 

South: General John P. Hatch is tapped to succeed General Quincy A. Gillmore as 
commander of the Department of the South. 

WEST: Colonel John S. Mosby captures eight wagons belong to General Franz Sigel’s 
army at Bunker Hill, West Virginia. 
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Naval: The USS Morse, General Putnam, and Shawsheen escort an army expedition 
up the York River to West Point, Virginia. The vessels subsequently move up the 
Pamunkey and Mattaponi rivers to patrol for enemy forces. 

The USS Fox captures the Confederate sloop Oscar off St. Marks, Florida. 

May 2 

Politics: The first session, second Confederate Congress convenes in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

President Jefferson Davis addresses the opening session of the second Confed¬ 
erate Congress, accusing Northerners of “barbarism” through their “Plunder and 
devastation of the property of noncombatants, destruction of private dwellings, and 
even of edifices devoted to the worship of God.” 

South: General William H. Emory replaces General William B. Franklin as com¬ 
mander of the Union XIX Corps, Louisiana. 

West: General Franz Sigel leads 6,500 Union troops out of Winchester Virginia, 
and down the Shenandoah Valley Pike toward New Market. Flis goal is to deny 
the Confederacy access to any food or cattle grown in this highly productive 
region. 

General William W. Averell leads 2,000 Union cavalry out from Logan’s Court 
House, Virginia, for a diversionary attack against Saltville. He moves in conjunction 
with another large raid by General George Crook in western Virginia. 

May 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and his cabinet discuss the recent murder of 
African-American prisoners at Fort Pillow, Tennessee. 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant orders the the Army of the Potomac, 122,000 strong, 
to begin to cross the Rapidan River and to move on Richmond, Virginia. General 
George G. Meade, however, disputes this strategy and argues against traversing the 
Wilderness to hit the Confederate left flank, but Grant seeks to cut General Robert 
E. Lee off from Richmond. As the imposing Federal host starts to lurch toward its 
objective, Lee reacts by moving 66,000 men of the Army of Northern Virginia up 
from Orange Court House. He anticipates that the harsh terrain wiU negate Grant’s 
superiority in numbers, ensuring a fairer fight. The ensuing fray promises to be a 
clash of titans. 

West: General Frederick Steele’s disgruntled Union troops wearily trudge into Little 
Rock, Arkansas, after their unsuccessful campaign to reach the Red River, Louisiana. 
His losses amount to 2,750 killed, wounded, and captured, along with nine cannon 
and 640 wagons lost. Fortunately, deft maneuvering in the face of superior Con¬ 
federate numbers keeps his army intact and allows the Union to maintain partial 
control of the Trans-Mississippi Confederacy. 

Naval: The USS Chocura captures the British blockade-runner Agnes at the mouth 
of the Brazos River, Texas, and then snares the Prussian schooner Frederick the Sec¬ 
ond in the same area. 

The USS Virginia captures and sinks the Confederate schooner Experiment in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 
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May 4 

Politics: The U.S. House of Representatives passes the punitively worded Wade- 
Davis Reconstruction Bill 73 to 59 over President Abraham Lincoln’s objections. 
Curiously, Radical Republican politicians such as Thaddeus Stevens find the mea¬ 
sure too conciliatory. 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant and General George G. Meade direct the Army 
of the Potomac across the Rapidan River, Virginia, toward the heavily forested 
area known as the Wilderness. They lead a veteran force of 122,000 men, divided 
into four commands: General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Gorps, the V Corps under 
Gouverneur K. Warren, General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps, and General Ambrose 
E. Burnside’s IX Corps. Warren and Sedgwick cross the Germanna Ford east of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, while Hancock does the same at Ely’s Ford, six miles 
to the east. From there, they march directly into a thick, pine scrub forest of the 
Wilderness. 

General Robert E. Lee, meanwhile, seeking to negate Grant’s preponderance in 
numbers, advances to engage him in the Wilderness, where the rough terrain and 
thick foliage work to his advantage. He has at his disposal 66,000 veteran troops 
divided up into General James Longstreet’s I Gorps, General Richard S. Ewell’s II 
Corps, and General Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps. Longstreet is not in the immediate 
vicinity and receives orders to march there at once. 

General Benjamin F. Butler leads his Army of the James in transports from 
Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and then down the James River toward Richmond, 
Virginia. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman advances his force of 110,000 men from Ghat- 
tanooga, Tennessee, against Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston. 
The Union goal is Atlanta, Georgia, an important communications hub. 

Naval: The USS Sunflower, Honduras, and /. L. Davis assist General Daniel Wood¬ 
bury’s soldiers in the seizure of Tampa, Florida. The naval landing party is allowed 
to hoist the Stars and Stripes over the town. 

May 5 

South: The Battle of the Wilderness erupts when General Gouverneur K. Warren’s 
V Corps encounters General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps along the Orange Turn¬ 
pike Road. Warren is well positioned to sweep the Southerners before him, but his 
insurmountable delays in attacking grant Ewell time to rush up reinforcements. At 
1:00 P.M., a tremendous seesaw struggle erupts in the woods with both sides taking 
and inflicting heavy casualties but neither side proving able to dislodge the other. 
General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps then deploys and attempts to turn Ewell’s left 
flank but is repulsed. Fighting in this sector dies down at nightfall. 

Two miles south. General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps engages General 
Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps in fierce fighting. An all-out Confederate advance surges 
ahead initially, but Hill is halted by General George W. Getty’s division, VI Corps, 
which stands long enough for Hancock to make his greater numbers felt. Hill then 
is driven back gradually with heavy losses, and Hancock prepares to overwhelm his 
weakened opponent on the following day. 
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The Army of the James under General Benjamin F. Butler lands 39,000 men 
of Generals Quincy A. Gillmore’s X Corps and William F. Smith’s XVIII Corps at 
Bermuda Hundred, Virginia. This places Union forces within marching distance of 
the Confederate capital at Richmond, then lightly defended. 

A Confederate assault on New Bern, North Carolina, by General Robert F. Hoke 
is rebuffed once the CSS Albemarle fails to penetrate Union naval defenses. The 
Southerners then abandon the siege and begin to withdraw. 

West: Virginian Partisan Rangers under Captain John H. McNeill seize Piedmont, 
West Virginia, along with several trains, cars, and 104 prisoners. 

The 2nd Cavalry Division under General William W. Averell clatters out of 
Logan Court, Virginia, and advances toward Wyoming Court House. The division 
skirmishes with the 8th Virginia Cavalry near Saltville. 

Naval: The ironclad ram CSS Albemarle under Commander James W. Cooke, 
escorted by the smaller Bombshell, and Cotton Plant, enters Albemarle Sound off 
Plymouth, North Carolina, to engage Federal warships stationed there. The Union 
armada under Captain Melancthon Smith mounts 60 cannon to Cooke’s two banded 
Brooke rifles, but the latter’s ship is armored heavily and nearly is impervious to can¬ 
non fire. Broadsides are exchanged, and the wooden Union vessels sustain damage 
until Smith orders USS Sassacus to charge the Albemarle at full steam. The ensuing 
collision damages both vessels, and once Albemarle puts a point-blank cannon shot 
through Sassacus's boilers, it drifts helplessly out of the fight. Union side-wheelers 
Mattabesett and Wyalusing then hurry up to assist and keep the Southerners under a 
steady bombardment. With Albemarle maneuvering badly and Bombshell captured, 
Cooke orders his vessel and Cotton Plantback up the Roanoke River. His withdrawal 
leaves Confederate forces without naval support, and their ongoing attack on New 
Bern falters. 

The Federal gunboats USS Covington and Signal and the transport Warner are 
sunk near Dunn’s Bayou on the Red River, Louisiana, after being attacked by Con¬ 
federate troops and artillery. 

May 6 

South: Stand Watie, a Cherokee chief, is appointed a brigadier general, C.S.A. 

The Battle of the Wilderness continues as General Winfield S. Hancock’s II 
Corps, advancing down the Orange Plank Road, smashes into General Ambrose P. 
Hill’s III Corps, nearly breaking it. General Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX Corps, which 
arrives late, is also thrown into the fray, although he blunders into Hill’s reserves 
and is stopped. At that precise moment. General James Longstreet makes his own 
sudden, if belated, appearance with the veteran I Corps and hits Hancock’s left 
and rear. A hard-fought slugging match at close range ensues until four Confeder¬ 
ate brigades discover a secret path around the Union left and attack. Longstreet 
hammers Hancock back across the line and pushes the Federals onto Brock Road. 
The hard-charging leader then is wounded seriously by friendly fire while General 
Micah Jenkins, riding alongside him, is killed. Ironically, Longstreet falls at almost 
the same spot where “Stonewall” Jackson was wounded fatally a year earlier. Com¬ 
mand delays ensue, and the Confederates are unable to resume advancing before 
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4:00 P.M., which gives Hancock ample time to prepare defenses. When the Confed¬ 
erates finally attack, they encounter entrenched Federals backed by artillery and are 
repulsed. 

Two miles away, General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps renews its struggle with 
General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps along the Orange Turnpike. Ewell strikes first 
at 4:30 a.m. and is repulsed, as are subsequent Union attacks. The fresh Con¬ 
federate division under General John B. Gordon then manages to work its way 
around the Union right and charges, severely disrupting Warren’s line. The onset 
of nightfall dampens further fighting, and both sides settle behind entrenched 
lines. Worse, the dry vegetation and undergrowth are set ablaze by the fighting, 
and hundreds of wounded soldiers, unable to crawl to safety, perish horribly in 
the flames. 

The Wilderness is an unequivocal tactical victory for the South as General Lee 
tackled an opponent twice his size—in an area where he was least expected—and 
handles him roughly. Grant, who endures the ignominy of having both flanks 
turned, suffers staggering losses: 2,246 men dead, 12,037 injured, and 3,383 missing 
(17,666); Confederate casualties, though not recorded, are probably in the vicinity 
of 8,000. But Grant, unlike Union commanders before him, ignores the setback and, 
by dint of single-minded determination, completely alters the war’s strategic equa¬ 
tion. He fully intends to maintain the initiative by sidestepping around Lee’s left 
flank, and inch ever closer to Richmond, Virginia. Lee is thus reduced to following 
close at hand. “Whatever happens,” Grant teUs President Abraham Lincoln, “there 
will be no turning back.” This newfound doggedness, missing in the first three years 
of combat, marks a turning point in the Civil War, whereupon the tide begins to 
turn inexorably in favor of the North. 

The Army of the James under General Benjamin L. Butler slowly advances 
39,000 men toward lightly manned Confederate defenses under General George E. 
Pickett, but he fails to press its advantage. Pickett, commanding only 10,000 men at 
Petersburg, stands his ground, and Butler timidly starts to entrench. His only offen¬ 
sive action is to order 1,000 troops from the XVIII Corps under General Charles 
A. Heckman to cut the Richmond and Petersburg railroad, and this is repulsed by 
Colonel Charles Graham and 600 Confederates. 

A Federal expedition from Key West occupies Tampa, Florida. 

Naval: The side-wheeler USS Commodore Jones detonates a 2,000-pound Confeder¬ 
ate torpedo and sinks in the James River, Virginia, with a loss of 40 lives. Ironically, 
the vessel then was dragging the river for mines in concert with the Mackinaw and 
Commodore Morris. 

Armed boats from the USS Dawn support an army attack on Wilson’s Wharf, 
Virginia, and help burn a signal station. 

The USS Eutaw, Osceola, Pequot, Shokokon, and Putnam support landing opera¬ 
tions of General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James at Bermuda Hundred, 
Virginia, and subsequently move inland as far as is practicable. 

A sortie by the ironclad ram CSS Raleigh at New Inlet, North Carolina, forces 
the USS Britannia and Nansemond to withdraw, allowing an unnamed blockade- 
runner to escape. 
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The USS Grand Gulf captures the British blockade-runner Young Republic east 
of Savannah, Georgia. 

The Federal steamer USS Granite Gity and the tinclad Wave are shelled by Con¬ 
federate batteries on the Calcasieu River, Louisiana, and are forced to surrender. 
Union losses total 174; the Confederates report 21 casualties. 

May 7 

North: Edward R. S. Canby is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: Richard H. Anderson replaces the critically wounded James Longstreet as 
commander of the Confederate I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. 

The struggle of the Wilderness concludes as General Ulysses S. Grant maintains 
the initiative by attempting to slip around the Confederate right and march 12 miles 
southeast toward Spotsylvania Court House. Possession of this crucial crossroads 
would grant Union forces an open road to Richmond, Virginia. General Gouver- 
neur K. Warren’s VI Corps is then detailed to seize the junction while Federal cavalry 
under General Philip H. Sheridan move to seize and clear the Brock Road. He has 
only the division of General Wesley Merritt available, but this is sent trotting down 
the road toward Spotsylvania. 

Sheridan’s advanced brigade under General George A. Custer then rides directly 
into General Fitzhugh Lee’s dismounted Confederate troopers at Todd’s Tavern, 
and intense fighting erupts in the underbrush. Additional Union and Confederate 
cavalry arrive under Generals Wesley Merritt and Wade Hampton, respectively but 
the Southerners, though hard pressed, keep their lines intact. To break the impasse, 
Sheridan directs the cavalry of General David M. Gregg to circle east along the 
Catharpin Road and catch Lee in a pincer attack. Lee, however, shifts his line accord¬ 
ingly to meet the new threat, and the Union movement bogs down. At nightfall, 
Sheridan abandons efforts to clear the Brock Road and returns to camp. Union 
casualties are in the vicinity of 250, with Gonfederates probably sustaining as many. 
Consequently, Confederates under General Richard H. Anderson secure Spotsylva¬ 
nia Court House ahead of Union forces. 

General Benjamin F. Butler details 8,000 men under General William Brooks to 
seize the Richmond and Petersburg railroad, and they push back General Bushrod 
Johnson’s 2,700 Gonfederates from Port WalthaU Junction to Swift Creek. Nonethe¬ 
less, some Union soldiers contemptuously refer to Butler’s dilatory campaign as a 
“stationary advance.” 

West: The Military Division of West Mississippi is created under General Edward 
R. S. Ganby. 

The Atlanta campaign begins. General WiUiam T. Sherman, commanding the 
Armies of the Cumberland (General George H. Thomas), the Ohio (General John 
M. Schofield), and the Tennessee (General James B. McPherson), totaling more than 
100,000 men, swiftly advances on Dalton, Georgia. There, he confronts the Army of 
Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston and his 62,000 Confederates. These are 
organized into two corps under Generals John B. Hood and William J. Hardee, while a 
third corps under General Leonidas Polk is en route from Mississippi. Southern Con¬ 
federate cavalry are led by the highly capable general Joseph Wheeler. The contenders 
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are equally matched from a leadership standpoint, and the ensuing campaign comes 
to resemble a chess match played over impassable terrain. 

The Federals begin by marching 25 miles south and applying pressure on Con¬ 
federates at Rocky Face Ridge, pushing them back as far as Buzzard’s Roost Pass. 
Meanwhile, McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee is dispatched below Confederate 
positions to Snake Gap Creek, 15 miles distant, where he can cut Johnson’s rail line 
decisively and possibly bag his entire force. 

Naval: The Federal steamer USS Shawsheen is attacked by Confederate forces while 
dragging for torpedoes along the James River, Virginia, and is captured off Chaffin’s 
Bluff. The vessel subsequently is burned and sunk. 

The USS Howquah, Nansemond, Mount Vernon, and Kansas engage the CSS 
Raleigh off New Inlet, North Carolina. The Confederate vessel then grounds at the 
mouth of the Cape Fear River and is scuttled. 


May 8 

South: Thousands of soldiers from both sides file into positions along a three-mile 
front at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia. Both General Gouverneur K. Warren’s 
V Corps and General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps then charge and attempt to dislodge 
Confederates from their earthworks, but they are repelled heavily. Moreover, General 
Robert E. Lee instructs his men to fell trees, dig trenches, and strengthen all defensive 
lines with earthworks. The most conspicuous feature to arise is a mile-long, half-mile- 
deep salient dubbed the “Mule Shoe” owing to its protruding shape. General Ulysses S. 
Grant, undeterred by the growing strength of Lee’s position, still probes for Southern 
weaknesses. Lee’s position then gradually assumes a more definite form with General 
Richard H. Anderson’s I Corps on the left, General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps in the 
center, and General Jubal A. Early’s III Gorps on the right. All are entrenched heavily 
with ample reserves to prevent breakthroughs in any given sector. 

General Jubal A. Early temporarily replaces the ailing General Ambrose R Hill 
as commander of the III Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. 

WEST: Union forces under General John Newton, IV Corps, continue pressing 
against Confederate defenders at Mill Creek Gap, Georgia. The Southerners give 
ground slowly, falling back and up stronger defensive terrain. At length. General 
John W. Geary’s XX Corps launches three uphill attacks against Dug Gap to flank 
Buzzard’s Roost and is repelled, resulting in 350 casualties. 

May 9 

South: The Army of the Potomac deploys on an arc outside Confederate lines 
erected around Spotsylvania Court House. The far right is occupied by General 
Winfield S. Hancock’s II Gorps, followed by General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V 
Corps, General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps, and General Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX 
Corps finally anchoring the left. All told, 100,000 Federals confront 60,000 Confed¬ 
erates across the three-mile line that is strongly fortified and skillfully manned. 

General John Sedgwick of the VI Corps is killed by a sniper’s bullet at Spot¬ 
sylvania, Virginia, after declaring “They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance.” 
Command then reverts to General Horatio G. Wright. 
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General Philip H. Sheridan takes seven cavalry brigades, totaling almost 10,000 
troopers, on a raid against Richmond, Virginia. He does so in the hopes of luring 
Confederate cavalry under General ]. E. B. Stuart into the open and crushing them 
with superior numbers. However, this move deprives the Army of the Potomac of 
its ability to reconnoiter Confederate positions adequately, a deficiency that costs 
General Ulysses S. Grant dearly. 

After a few more half-hearted advances toward Petersburg, General Benjamin F. 
Butler dispatches General William F. Smith’s XVlll Corps toward Petersburg, where 
they encounter Confederates under General Bushrod Johnson at Swift Creek. John¬ 
son attacks prematurely at Arrowhead Church and is repulsed with losses, but But¬ 
ler withdraws his Army of the James from Fort Clifton, Virginia, and back to City 
Point. Several of his generals strongly suggest throwing a pontoon bridge across the 
Appomattox River for a better approach to the city but Butler rejects this sagacious 
advice in favor of throwing up defensive works across Bermuda Neck. 

General Stephen D. Lee accepts command of the Confederate Department of 
Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

West: General George Crook, riding at the head of 6,155 Union troops, advances into 
southwestern Virginia, to destroy a portion of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
En route, he engages 2,400 Confederates and 10 cannon under General Albert G. 
Jenkins at Cloyd’s Mountain, Virginia. Jenkins, badly outnumbered and command¬ 
ing a mixed force of tough veterans and local home guards, carefully chooses good 
defensive positions on a high, wooded bluff and awaits Crook’s attack. That general, 
having surveyed the strength of this deployment, resolves to send Colonel Carr B. 
White’s brigade around the Confederate right. Crook then leads his two remaining 
brigades against Jenkins’s center and traverses an open meadow under heavy fire. As 
the Federals close in, a brigade of Ohio troops under Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes (a 
future president) is directed to hit the Confederate right and center. 

The ensuing fight proves tenacious and costly to both sides as they form and 
battle around a rail breastworks. A bloody impasse continues for several hours until 
White’s column suddenly appears on the Confederate left and begins to roll up 
their line. Resistance collapses and Jenkins, seriously wounded, falls captive along 
with his cannon. Surviving Confederates subsequently rally under General John 
McCausland, who forms a successful cavalry rear guard and withdraws. The victo¬ 
rious Crook suffers 688 men to a Confederate tally of 538. He goes on to burn the 
New River Bridge, thereby cutting the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, and then 
rapidly puUs back after receiving word of the Union defeat at the Wilderness. 

The Union IV, XIV, and XX Corps renew their attacks on Buzzard’s Roost, 
Georgia, encountering tough resistance from General Alexander R Stewart’s divi¬ 
sion. Skirmishes and demonstrations also erupt along Rocky Face Ridge where 
Union cavalry under General Edward M. McCook dispute ground with General 
Joseph Wheeler’s Confederate troopers. Meanwhile, farther south. General James B. 
McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee successfully penetrates Snake Gap Creek, plac¬ 
ing him behind General Joseph E. Johnston’s main force. But McPherson, perceiving 
what he thought were impervious Confederate defenses at nearby Resaca, inexplica¬ 
bly retreats. Snake Gap Creek, however, is held by a single brigade of 1,400 infantry 
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under General James Cantey and Union forces squander a golden opportunity to 
capture General Joseph E. Johnston’s entire army. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut, stationed off Mobile Bay, Alabama, urgently 
requests the Navy Department to augment his flotilla with Union ironclads and thus 
neutralize the large Gonfederate steam ram CSS Tennessee. His impending attack on 
that port depends up on it. 

The USS Connecticut captures the British blockade-runner Minnie at sea. 

On the Red River near Alexandria, Louisiana, a log dam constructed by Colonel 
Joseph Bailey suddenly collapses. This mishap causes a viable chute to form inadver¬ 
tently over the falls at Alexandria, so Admiral David D. Porter orders ironclads USS 
Osage and Neosho and steamers Fort Hindman and Lexington to run it. Amazingly, 
all four vessels easily float over the obstacles as 30,000 soldiers and sailors cheer 
from the riverbanks. Encouraged by success, Bailey commences a new dam to rescue 
the remaining vessels of Porter’s marooned squadron. 

May 10 

South: Determined to test Confederate defenses. General Ulysses S. Grant begins to 
organize large-scale thrust against Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia. He believes 
that General Robert E. Lee has weakened his center sufficiently by reinforcing his 
flanks and orders a strong assault against the “Mule Shoe” in consequence. During 
the afternoon. General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps manages briefly to work its 
way around the Confederate left, but the onset of night cancels operations in that 
sector. But the day’s accolades go to Colonel Emory Upton, who arrayed his 12 regi¬ 
ments in a densely packed assault column. At 6:00 p.m., Upton’s force charges and 
penetrates the Mule Shoe’s left flank, overturning General Richard Rodes’s division 
and taking 1,000 prisoners. The Union lodgment, unfortunately, is not supported, 
and General Robert E. Lee directs a strong counterattack that drives Upton’s force 
back to their lines. Grant is nonetheless singularly impressed by Upton’s innovation 
and vows to try the same experiment on a larger scale. He then shifts Hancock’s 
corps to the right of the Union line and prepares to renew the contest. 

Three brigades of Confederate troopers under General J. E. B. Stuart arrive at 
Beaver Dam Station, Virginia, hotly trailing General Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry 
column. Though outnumbered, Stuart dispatches a brigade under General John B. 
Gordon to harass the Union rear while deploying Generals William C. Wickham 
and Lunsford L. Lomax into blocking positions at the junction of Yellow Tavern, six 
miles north of Richmond. Sheridan’s column previously had passed through Beaver 
Dam Station that morning, burning an estimated 915,000 meat rations and 504,000 
bread rations—losses the food-strapped Army of Northern Virginia could scarcely 
afford. Stuart is determined to stop them from doing more harm. 

As General Benjamin F. Butler continues dithering at Bermuda Hundred, Gen¬ 
eral Pierre G. T. Beauregard arrives from Weldon, North Carolina, to take command 
of the Petersburg, Virginia, defenses. He begins by rushing six Confederate brigades 
into strong positions along Drewry’s Bluff. 

West: Confederate raiders under Colonel John S. Mosby storms a Union cavalry 
outpost at Front Royal, Virginia, seizing prisoners and horses. 



1864 


Chronology 435 



The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House May 7-20, 1864 Painting by Lewis Prang (Library of Congress) 


General William W. Averell’s cavalry division encounters Confederates under 
Generals John Morgan and William E. Jones at Wytheville, Virginia. He battles them 
for four hours, sustaining 114 casualties before withdrawing toward Dublin. 

Generals Benjamin F. Kelley and John D. Imboden clash heavily at Lost River 
Gap, West Virginia. 

General James B. McPherson declines pushing ahead through Snake Creek Gap, 
Georgia, and commences to fortify his position. Unknown at the time, he is opposed 
by only a single cavalry brigade under General James Cantey. McPherson, however, 
is unsupported, wary of his left flank, and fearful that General Joseph E. Johnston 
might throw the weight of his entire army against him. He digs in and awaits devel¬ 
opments. “Such an opportunity does not occur twice in a single life!” an exasper¬ 
ated General William T. Sherman declares. Johnston’s line of retreat consequently 
remains intact and, when apprised of the danger to his army, he immediately pre¬ 
pares to occupy safer ground. 

Naval: Army transport Harriet A. Weed strikes a Confederate torpedo in the St. 
John’s River, Florida, and sinks. 

The USS Connecticut captures the British blockade-runner Greyhound at sea. 
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Back on the Red River, the dam constructed by Colonel Joseph Bailey to raise 
water levels is breeched deliberately and the ironclads USS Mound City, Pittsburgh, 
and Carondelet successfully shoot over the rapids. Admiral David D. Porter informs 
Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles: “The passage of these vessels was a beautiful 
sight, only to be realized when seen.” 

May 11 

South: Ignoring heavy losses. General Ulysses S. Grant renews the struggle at Spot¬ 
sylvania Court House by hitting the Confederate center again. Only this time, he 
orders the entire II Corps of General Winfield S. Hancock drawn up into dense 
assault columns to spearhead the assault. Based on events of the previous day. Grant 
fully expects to overpower Southern forces that are manning the entrenchments at 
the “Mule Shoe.” Meanwhile, General Robert E. Lee carefully monitors reports of 
Union movement and concludes that Grant is readying to slip around his left flank 
again. Lee determines to foil him in the act and orders artillery removed from the 
Mule Shoe, which renders it vulnerable to attack. 

At 11:00 A.M., a tremendous cavalry fight ensues as 4,500 Confederates under 
General J. E. B. Stuart are attacked by twice their number under General Philip H. 
Sheridan at Yellow Tavern, Virginia. This places a marauding Union cavalry col¬ 
umn only six miles north of the Confederate capital at Richmond. Stuart, having 
deployed his two brigades in a “V” formation, calmly awaits the Union onslaught 
at the road junction and initially repels moves against his left and center. At 4:00 
o’clock, however, the brigade of General George A. Custer masses for a charge on 
the Confederate left, scatters General Lunsford L. Lomax’s brigade, and seizes two 
cannon. Then Stuart, leading the 1st Virginia Cavalry on a sharp counterattack, 
successfully drives Custer back to his own lines but is shot mortally in the abdo¬ 
men and evacuated. The Confederates, badly shaken, repulse additional attacks by 
Sheridan, and Union forces gradually withdraw eastward down the Chickahominy 
River. Union losses are estimated at 704 casualties while the Confederates sustain 
more than 300—including the dashing, irreplaceable Stuart, who dies the follow¬ 
ing day. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John D. Imboden surprise a Union 
outpost at Port Royal, Virginia, seizing 464 prisoners. This does little to stop Gen¬ 
eral Pranz Sigel’s leisurely but seemingly inexorable drive down the Shenandoah 
Valley. 

General Edward R. S. Canby is appointed commander of the federal Military 
Division of West Mississippi. 

May 12 

South: The struggle at Spotsylvania, Virginia, continues as General Ulysses S. Grant 
launches a crushing assault on the center of General Robert E. Lee’s defensive lines. 
The attack kicks off at 4:35 a.m. as General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps, arrayed 
into dense columns, springs forward. The blue wave slams irresistibly into Southern 
defenses and overwhelms General Edward Johnson’s “StonewaJl Division,” captur¬ 
ing him, 3,000 men, and 20 cannon. Hancock then loses control of his men as they 
pour through the salient as uncoordinated knots of soldiers. At this crisis. General 
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Robert E. Lee orders General John B. Gordon’s division forward to stop them, which 
drives Hancock’s men back outside the works. The ensuing eight hours witness a 
vicious, point-blank musketry duel that degenerates into hand-to-hand fighting, 
bayonet clashing, and rock throwing. In light of the terrible carnage, this sector is 
christened “Bloody Angle” by the survivors. 

As the drama unfolds in Lee’s center. Grant launches additional attacks on the 
Confederate line with General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps. Wright is beaten back 
with losses, but the Southerners, losing men heavily, establish new defense lines 
along the base of the salient and withdraw by 4:00 p.m. Fighting gradually sput¬ 
ters out in a gathering rainstorm, and both sides relent. This latest Union repulse 
affords stark testimony to the tremendous defensive power of Confederate field¬ 
works, which have elevated the lowly spade to that of cannon and rifled muskets in 
tactical signihcance. Casualties during the two-day period are horrendous: Grant 
loses 2,725 killed, 13,416 wounded, and 2,258 missing (18,339) men to an esti¬ 
mated Confederate tally of 10,000—including 3,000 captured. General Robert E. 
Lee triumphs once again over a more numerous adversary, but the vaunted Army 
of Northern Virginia is being bled white by Grant’s determination to fight and his 
willingness to absorb higher losses. 

The Army of the James under General Benjamin F. Butler hnally sorties from its 
defensive works and advances against Confederate lines at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, 
with 15,000 men. 

West: Colonel John S. Mosby captures a large Union wagon train near Strasburg, 
Virginia. 

General John C. Breckinridge arrives at Staunton, Virginia, with 5,500 soldiers, 
militia, and a contingent of cadets from the Virginia Military Institute. 

General Joseph E. Johnston expertly abandons his strong defenses at Dalton, 
Georgia, and falls back on new positions at Resaca. This pattern of advance and 
retreat will be repeated continuously over the intervening weeks. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel R Lee, alarmed by the recent loss of several warships, estab¬ 
lishes an antitorpedo (mine) squadron on the James River, consisting of the USS 
Stepping Stones, Delaware, and Tritonia. They are ordered to patrol the waterways 
constantly for enemy activity and to remain always underway to prevent them from 
being surprised at night. 

The USS Beauregard captures the Confederate sloop Resolute off the Indian 
River, Florida. 

Armed boats from the USS Somerset capture a boatload of Confederate sail¬ 
ors near Apalachicola, Florida, who were themselves intending to capture the USS 
Adela. 

May 13 

South: General Philip H. Sheridan withdraws his cavalry column from the Rich¬ 
mond area. 

Confederate defenses under General Robert F. Hoke at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, 
are seized partially by 15,000 men from the Army of the James under General Ben¬ 
jamin F. Butler. That officer then suspends his attack to form new defense lines of 
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his own. Such vacillation is a good indication of Butler’s tactical ineptitude and 
prompts General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, commanding at Richmond, to counterat¬ 
tack and drive him back into Bermuda Hundred. 

Union forces commence a four-day bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, hurling an additional 1,140 rounds at the derelict but as of 
yet still defiant fortress. 

General Andrew J. Smith’s Union troops evacuate Alexandria, Louisiana, com¬ 
pletely laying waste to the town and adjoining regions. Reputedly, after the fires 
recede, only two houses remain standing. 

West: Union forces finally pour through Snake Creek Gap, Georgia, and occupy 
Dalton, too late to trap the army of General Joseph E. Johnston, which now lays 
safely ensconced 13 miles south at Resaca. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph O. Shelby commences a raid north 
of the Arkansas River, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Ceres, accompanied by the army transport Rockland, raids the Alli¬ 
gator River, North Carolina, seizes the Confederate schooner Ann S. Davenport and 
destroys a nearby corn mill. 

The USS Louisville, Chillicote, and Ozark, the last of Admiral David D. Porter’s 
gunboats, dash over a wing dam on the Red River, Louisiana, and float on to safety. 
The ingenuity of army engineers under Colonel Joseph Bailey, performing their 
work entirely under fire, saved the squadron from certain destruction after two 
weeks of intensive exertion. “Words are inadequate to express the admiration I feel 
for the abilities of Lieutenant Colonel Bailey,” Porter wrote, “This is without doubt 
the best engineering feat ever performed.” 

May 14 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard begins to marshal forces for a counterattack 
on the Union Army of the James outside Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia. He has available 
the divisions of Generals Robert F. Hoke and Robert Hanson. 

West: General John D. Imboden continues skirmishing against the advance of Gen¬ 
eral Franz Sigel as it reaches Mount Jackson, Virginia, seven miles north of New 
Market. 

The armies of Generals William T. Sherman and Joseph E. Johnston confront 
each other in full battle array at Resaca, Georgia. The Federals muster 100,000 men 
and the Confederates, recently joined by General Leonidas K. Polk from Missis¬ 
sippi, number 60,000. Sherman begins the battle by launching General John M. 
Schofield’s XXIII Corps in a headlong assault at the intersection of where Generals 
John B. Hood’s and William J. Hardee’s corps meet. Schofield charges hard and long 
all day but is repelled with heavy losses. Fighting then moves down the line to the 
Confederate right, where General John Logan’s XV Corps engages Polk’s infantry. 
The Federals manage to storm a line of earthworks along Camp Creek, situated on 
some low-lying hills, a significant gain allowing them to mount artillery pieces to 
shell and possibly destroy the remaining Confederate army. Polk tries repeatedly 
to dislodge the Federals and fails, but Sherman is slow to recognize the advantage 
within his grasp, and fighting in this sector dies down. 
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The day’s toughest struggle occurs on the Union left, where the aggressive Hood 
successfully strikes along the Dalton-Resaca wagon road. However, a division dis¬ 
patched by General George H. Thomas then halts the Confederate drive and sends 
them scampering back to their starting point. Resaca concludes with few measur¬ 
able gains by either side, and more hard fighting is anticipated the following day. 

May 15 

South: Outside Richmond, Virginia, General Pierre G. T. Beauregard masses 
10 infantry brigades into two divisions commanded by General Robert R Hoke 
and Robert Ransom, while holding two brigades in reserve under General Alfred 
Colquitt. He intends to strike heavily at the right flank of General Benjamin R But¬ 
ler’s Army of the James on the morrow and hopefully drive it headlong back into 
the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula. 

West: General Rranz Sigel resumes advancing with 6,500 men toward New Market, 
Virginia, as 5,500 Confederates under General John C. Breckinridge occupy strong 
defensive positions. A prolonged artillery duel ensues at long range at which point 
Breckinridge, tired of waiting for Sigel to charge, orders his own men forward. Two 
infantry brigades, linked by a force of dismounted cavalry between them, easily clear 
Sigel’s forces from the town amid a cheering populace. However, a large Union bat¬ 
tery posted on a hillside directly out of town badly cuts up Breckinridge’s men as they 
clear New Market. A gap opens up in his ranks, and Breckinridge, lacking reserves, 
reluctantly orders 264 cadets (or “Katydids”) from the Virginia Military Institute 
to fill it. “Put the boys in,” he orders, and they advance strongly despite mounting 
casualties and a heavy downpour. At 3:00 p.m., the Confederates crown the heights 
and seize two cannon while defeated Federals stream across the Shenandoah River to 
Strasburg and safety Union losses are 96 dead, 520 wounded, and 225 missing (841) 
to a Confederate tally of 43 killed, 474 injured, and three captured (520). The VMl 
Cadets lose 10 killed and 47 wounded, without wavering, a loss rate of 20 percent. 

General William W. Averell concludes another fruitless raid by linking up with 
Union forces under General George Crook at Union, Virginia. 

The Battle of Resaca resumes as Union troops under General Joseph Hooker 
engage the Confederates of General John B. Hood on the Union left. A confusing, 
costly battle, fought from ravines and entanglements, ensues with heavy losses to 
both sides. Meanwhile, General William T. Sherman orders a division of the XVI 
Corps over the Oostanaula River to seize a strategic railroad bridge in the Confeder¬ 
ate rear. General Joseph E. Johnston, his lines of communication now threatened, 
expertly disengages, throws a pontoon bridge across the river, and withdraws to 
safety in the predawn darkness. Losses in the two-day struggle amount to 6,000 
Federals and 5,000 Confederates, yet Sherman continues pushing ever deeper into 
Georgia. 

The retreating army of General Nathaniel P. Banks skirmishes with Confederate 
cavalry under General Arthur P. Bagby at Avoyelles, Louisiana, and then continues 
withdrawing to MarksviUe. 

Naval: The USS Kansas captures the British blockade-runner Tristram Shandy off 
Fort Fisher, North Carolina. 
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The Federal gunboat USS St. Clair, moving down the Red River, engages and 
defeats a Confederate battery near Eunice’s Bluff, Louisiana. 

May 16 

South: A force of 18,000 Confederates under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard 
launches a sharp attack on the Union Army of the James near Drewry’s Bluff Vir¬ 
ginia. Previously, General Benjamin F. Butler drew his 15,000 troops into a defensive 
line with General Quincy A. Gillmore’s X Corps on the left and General William 
F. Smith’s XVIII Corps on the right. But Beauregard, availing himself of a heavy 
ground fog, directs General Robert Ransom’s division to turn Smith’s right, which 
is accomplished skillfully. Ransom then charges and captures General Charles A. 
Heckman and 400 prisoners before his ammunition fails and brings him to a halt. 
Meanwhile, Confederate forces under General Robert F. Hoke hit the Union center, 
but, confused and partially lost in the fog, his attack flounders. Gillmore then coun¬ 
terattacks through a gap in the Southern line, forcing them back. The Confederates 
of General William H. C. Whiting mass and make one final dash at the Union center 
and are rebuffed. As fighting dies down, Butler withdraws back behind fortifications 
along Bermuda Hundred. Confederate losses are 355 dead, 1,941 wounded, and 
210 missing (2,506) while the Union sustains 290 killed, 2,380 wounded, and 1,390 
missing (4,160). Moreover, Beauregard now completely bottles up his adversary on 
the peninsula, and Butler remains unable to assist future Union drives on Richmond 
or Petersburg. 

General Nathaniel P. Banks retreats to Mansura, Louisiana, encountering Con¬ 
federate forces under General Camille A. Polignac. Heavy skirmishing forces the 
Southerners back, and the Federals continue withdrawing. 

West: General Joseph E. Johnston begins to abandon positions at Resaca, Georgia, 
and withdraws toward Calhoun and Adamsville. 

Naval: The Mississippi Squadron of Admiral David D. Porter finally reenters the 
Mississippi River after two months of dramatic but unsuccessful campaigning along 
the Red River, Louisiana. 

May 17 

South: Colonel John S. Mosby tangles with Federal cavalry at Waterford, Virginia, 
inflicting nine casualties. 

General Ulysses S. Grant remains eager to resume offensive operations at Spot¬ 
sylvania Court House, Virginia. Certain that General Robert E. Lee has weakened 
his left flank by placing the shattered corps of General Richard S. Ewell there, he 
orders General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps and General Gouverneur K. Warren’s 
VI Corps to prepare for an assault on the morrow. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard pushes his Confederates force to just oppo¬ 
site Union defensive lines at Bermuda Hundred, Virginia. This effectively seals the 
Army of the James on a peninsula, neutralizing it as a threat to either Richmond 
or Petersburg. 

WEST: General Joseph O. Shelby’s Confederate cavalry seize DardaneUe, Arkansas. 

General William T. Sherman threatens both of General Joseph E. Johnston’s flanks 
near Adamsville, so he retrogrades again toward the CassvUle-Kingston region. 
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May 18 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant attacks Spotsylvania Court House one last time 
looking for Confederate weaknesses. He feels that recent troop shifts have weak¬ 
ened their left flank, so he directs the V and VI Corps to attempt breaking through. 
However, General Richard S. Ewell, bolstered by 29 cannon, easily shatters the Fed- 
erals as they charge across open ground. Grant’s forces once again are thrown back, 
suffering 500 casualties to Ewell’s 30. He finally concludes that General Robert E. 
Lee’s position is impregnable and issues orders to sidestep his left flank entirely and 
march southeast toward Richmond, Virginia. 

As General Nathaniel P. Banks’s army approaches the Atchafalaya River, it 
encounters strong Confederate forces at Yellow Bayou, Louisiana. General Andrew 
J. Smith then dispatches a brigade under General Joseph A. Mower to drive off 
the rebels, lest they interfere with river-crossing operations. Mower’s 4,500 men 
perform exactly as ordered and pitch into a thick belt of Confederate skirmishers, 
driving them back onto the main body under General John Wharton. Wharton, in 
turn, counterattacks as the Union troops become mired in thick underbrush and 
forces them off in turn. Mower subsequently halts the new Southern assault, and 
both sides separate once the dense undergrowth catches fire. The ongoing struggle 
does not interfere with bridging operations across the Atchafalaya River. By the time 
the battle subsides. Union losses are 350 while the Confederate tally stands at 608. 
Banks proceeds to move his men across the waterway to safety. 

West: As General William T. Sherman begins to pursue fleeing Confederates toward 
Kingston, Georgia, his columns become widely separated and vulnerable to attack. 
General John B. Hood receives orders to attack the following day, but he uncharac¬ 
teristically reacts with caution. 

Union cavalry under General Kenner Garrard capture Rome, Georgia, after dis¬ 
lodging Confederates there under General Samuel G. French. 

Naval: Admiral James Buchanan, after much exertion, finally floats the large steam 
ram CSS Tennessee over the Dog River bar and into Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

A landing party from the USS Stockdale is attacked by Confederate cavalry near 
the mouth of the Tchefuncta River, Louisiana. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union schooner George Latimer at sea. 

May 19 

North: Literary circles are saddened by the death of noted New England writer and 
novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne at Plymouth, New Hampshire. 

South: The Confederate II Corps of General Richard S. Ewell mounts a sud¬ 
den counterattack at Spotsylvania Court House, hoping to catch Union forces in 
marching order. However, Federal troops are prepared and hurl back the South¬ 
erners with 900 casualties to a Union tally of 1,500. This final burst of activity 
concludes the bloodshed at Spotsylvania, scene of the Civil War’s most vicious 
fighting. 

The army of General Nathaniel P. Banks finally crosses the Atchafalaya River, 
Louisiana, as the Red River campaign draws to an ignominious conclusion. 
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West: Union cavalry under Generals William W. Averell and George Crook take 
Meadow Bluff, West Virginia, thereby ending their raid against the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad. 

General Joseph E. Johnston orders General John B. Hood to counterattack the 
scattered Union XXIII Corps but then countermands his instructions and falls back 
across the Etowah River toward Allatoona Pass, Georgia. He does so over the protests 
of Generals William J. Hardee and Leonidas K. Polk, who prefer to stand and fight. 
Naval: The USS General Price opens fire on a Confederate battery at Tunica Bend, 
Louisiana, on the Mississippi River and rescues the transport steamer Superior. An 
armed party lands and then pursues the attackers, burning their headquarters. 

The USS De Soto captures the Confederate schooner Mississippian in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

May 20 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant directs the Army of the Potomac south and east 
in an attempt to outflank the Confederates along the Mattaponi River, Virginia. His 
objective is Hannover Station, 24 miles north of Richmond, where the Virginia Cen¬ 
tral Rail Road intersects with the Richmond, Eredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad, 
a major Southern supply artery. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, intending to bottle up General Benjamin F. 
Butler’s Army of the James further at Bermuda Hundred Peninsula, launches a 
heavy attack on Federal defensive positions held by General Quincy A. Gillmore’s X 
Corps at Ware Bottom Church, Virginia. Initially, the divisions of Generals Alfred 
H. Terry and Adelbert Ames are hard pressed and driven back. Quincy is forced to 
spend several hours sorting his command out before finally launching a counterat¬ 
tack that afternoon, which nearly drives the Confederates back to their starting posi¬ 
tions. A Southern counterattack also is repulsed bloodily, resulting in the capture of 
General William S. Walker before Beauregard cancels further assaults. Union losses 
are roughly 800 to 700 for the Confederates, but Beauregard could now shorten 
his lines before Bermuda Hundred, and Butler remains effectively hemmed in and 
unable to assist the ongoing Richmond, Virginia campaign. 

The army of General Nathaniel P. Banks completes crossing the 600-yard-wide 
Atchafalaya River, ending his ill-fated Red River campaign in western Louisiana. 
West: Colonel John S. Mosby attacks a Union wagon train near Strasburg, West 
Virginia, and is repulsed. 

Naval: The Mississippi Squadron of Admiral David D. Porter covers the withdrawal 
of General Nathaniel P. Banks’s army across the Atchafalaya River, Louisiana, signal¬ 
ing the end of the Red River campaign. 

May 21 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward instructs U.S. minister to France 
John Bigelow that, while he is to remonstrate against French actions in Mexico, he 
must avoid outright belligerence until after the Civil War has ended. 

South: Bested by Southern fortifications around Spotsylvania, General Ulysses S. 
Grant begins to probe Confederate lines near Milford Station, Virginia. He is sur¬ 
prised by the lack of strong resistance and prepares to sidestep around the Confed- 
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erate left flank to appear in force across the North Anna River. Grant thus exercises 
strategic initiative over his opponent, forcing General Robert E. Lee to react and 
follow. 

West: General Franz Sigel, having lost the Battle of New Market, is relieved of com¬ 
mand in the Shenandoah Valley and replaced by General David Hunter. 

Naval: The USS Atlanta and Dawn shell Confederate cavalry attacking Fort Pow¬ 
hatan on the James River, Virginia. 

May 22 

South: The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee assumes 
defensive positions along the North Anna River, slightly ahead of General Ulysses 
S. Grant. To that end, he deploys General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps on his right. 
General James Longstreet’s 1 Corps on his center, and General Ambrose P. Hill’s 111 
Corps on his left. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman again outflanks Confederate defenders under 
General Joseph E. Johnston and bypasses them at Allatoona, Georgia. Johnson then 
predictably falls back to new positions at Dallas. 

Naval: The USS Crusader captures the Confederate schooner Isaac L. Adkins on the 
Severn River, Maryland. 

May 23 

South: The Union II Corps of General WiUiam S. Hancock deploys on the north¬ 
ern bank of the North Anna River at Chesterfield Ford while the IX Corps under 
General Ambrose E. Burnside lands at Jericho Mills. Meanwhile, the V and VI Corps 
under Generals Gouverneur K. Warren and Horatio G. Wright, respectively, operate 
to the west of Jericho Mills. A hasty attack by General Cadmus M. Wilcox’s division 
against Jericho Mills is rebuffed with 642 casualties, and Federal troops commence 
to dig in. 

West: General William T. Sherman continues advancing his army from Cassville, 
Georgia, toward Dallas, where he intends to cross the Etowah River. 

General John H. Morgan gallops into Kentucky on another extended raid. 
Naval: The Federal side-wheeler USS Columbine is captured by men of the Con¬ 
federate 2nd Florida Cavalry at Horse Landing, Palatka, Florida, after grounding on 
a mud bank. The vessel sustains 20 casualties before capitulating, whereupon the 
Southerners burn it. 

May 24 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant throws pontoon bridges across the North Anna 
River and continues crossing his Army of the Potomac. Grant also is supported by 
newly arrived Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan, back from his raid 
near Richmond, Virginia. General Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX Corps next begins to 
probe Confederate lines at Ox Ford cautiously and finds them too strong to be car¬ 
ried. General Robert E. Lee, again anticipating Union moves, ingeniously deploys 
the Army of Northern Virginia into an inverted “V” formation, to lure the unsus¬ 
pecting Federals into a trap. Grant inadvertently nearly obliges him—having scat¬ 
tered his command across the North Anna River and inviting crushing blows in 
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piecemeal—but Lee is suddenly taken ill, and no attack goes forward. Once Grant 
perceives the danger to his army, he withdraws back across the North Anna River. 

Two African-American regiments repel an attack by Confederate cavalry under 
General Fitzhugh Lee at Wilson’s Wharf, Virginia. 

WEST: General Joseph E. Johnston orders his Confederates to fall back on new 
defensive positions at Dallas, Georgia. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler attack Union supply lines 
at Burnt FFickory, Georgia. 

Naval: The USS Dawn bombards Confederate forces attacking army troops at Wil¬ 
son’s Wharf on the James River, Virginia. 

Confederate forces capture and burn the Federal steamer Lebanon at Ford’s 
landing, Arkansas. 

May 25 

South: The Army of the Potomac under General Ulysses S. Grant, having probed 
Confederate lines along the North Anna River, Virginia, to no avail, prepares to 
shift suddenly by marching east toward Cold FFarbor. Fortunately, General Robert 
E. Lee is too ill to order a crushing assault on his widely scattered formations, and 
the Federals redeploy without interference. 

West: General David FFunter receives orders to advance down the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley and capture Lynchburg, Virginia, an important railroad junction. From there, 
he is to continue south and possibly threaten Charlottesville. It is anticipated that 
General Robert E. Lee will be forced to dispatch reinforcements to that theater, 
thereby weakening the defenses of Richmond. 

The XX Corps under General Joseph FFooker, advancing on New Hope Church, 
Georgia, collides head on with General John B. Hood’s Confederates. The Eeder- 
als initially are repulsed until Hooker masses two entire divisions and charges the 
troops of General Alexander P. Stewart. Stewart, however, clings tenaciously to his 
ground and, at length. Hooker retires with 1,600 casualties. This encounter places 
Union forces only 25 miles northeast of Atlanta. 

Naval: A armed boat from the USS Mattabesett unsuccessfully tries to sink the 
Confederate steam ram CSS Albemarle in the Roanoke River, North Carolina. They 
carefully tow two 100-pound torpedoes up the Middle River, North Carolina, jump 
overboard, and then swim to within a few yards of their quarry when a sentry 
detects their approach. The swimmers manage to escape capture, with each ulti¬ 
mately receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

The USS McDonough, E. B. Hale, Dai Ching, and Vixen accompany a combined 
expedition up the Ashepoo and South Edisto rivers. South Carolina. They advance 
as far as the town of Williston but, after failing to establish contact with army troops, 
withdraw back downstream. While moving downstream, the transport Boston 
grounds and is scuttled. 

May 26 

Diplomacy: Robert H. Pruyn, U.S. minister to Japan, requests that the USS James¬ 
town be dispatched to Kanagawa in a preemptive show of force. Japanese authorities 
are threatening to close that port to all foreign commerce. 
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Politics: The Montana Territory is carved from the eastern portion of the Idaho 
and Dakota territories. 

South: The Army of the Potomac suddenly pivots east after crossing the North 
Anna River and heads for the Pamunkey River, turning General Robert E. Lee’s 
right flank. Previous operations in this vicinity result in 2,623 Union casualties and 
2,517 Confederate. 

General John G. Foster accepts command of the Department of the South. 
West: A force of 10,000 Union troops under General David Hunter departs Stras- 
burg, Virginia, and commences marching down the Shenandoah Valley toward 
Staunton. However, 3,000 Confederate cavalry under General John D. Imboden fell 
trees and other obstacles in Hunter’s path, impeding his advance. 

Union forces under General James B. McPherson occupy Dallas, Georgia, while 
General John M. Schofield approaches New Hope Church. 

May 27 

South: The Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee begin to shift 
its defensive lines from the North Anna River. Meanwhile, Union cavalry under 
General George A. Custer cross the Pamunkey River and capture Hanovertown, Vir¬ 
ginia. The mounted divisions of Generals Alfred T. A. Torbert and David M. Gregg 
quickly gallop over and begin to probe westward for Confederates. 

West: General William T. Sherman conducts several heavy probes of the right flank 
of Confederate lines along the New Hope-Dallas line, Georgia. An attack mounted 
by General Oliver O. Howard’s IV Corps at Pickett’s Mills is repulsed by General 
Patrick R. Cleburne’s Confederates with 1,500 casualties. Encouraged by this tacti¬ 
cal success. General Joseph E. Johnston orders General John B. Hood to attack the 
Union left flank on the following morning. 

General Joseph O. Shelby assumes command of all Confederate troops north of 
the Arkansas River, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Ariel captures and burns the Confederate sloop General Finegan 
near Chassahowitzka Bay, Florida. 

The USS Admiral captures the Confederate steamer Isabel off Galveston after a 
six-hour chase. 

May 28 

Politics: Puppet emperor Maximilian of Austria lands at Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 
order to assume his throne. A political neophyte, he is backed by the machinations 
of the French emperor Napoleon III and opposed by Mexican politician-turned- 
guerrilla Benito Juarez. The United States considers his presence a violation of the 
long-stated Monroe Doctrine, but Washington is too preoccupied with civil war to 
do anything beyond diplomatic protests. 

South: General Robert E. Lee shifts his headquarters to Atlee’s Station, Virginia, to 
observe Union army movements toward Richmond better. He then deploys General 
Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps to guard the Virginia Central Railroad, while the I and 
II Corps under Generals Richard A. Anderson and Jubal A. Early settle in behind 
Totopotomo Creek. The Army of the Potomac, meanwhile, continues marching 
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southeast down the north bank of the Pamunkey River, seeking an opening along 
Lee’ right flank. 

Union cavalry under General David M. Gregg encounter General Wade Hamp¬ 
ton’s Confederate troopers at Haw’s Shop, Virginia, and a large mounted action 
ensues. Hampton’s South Carolinians, equipped with long-range Enfield rifles, 
bloodily repulse Gregg’s initial charge, and a protracted dismounted fight develops. 
Confederate numbers prevail as the Union cavalrymen are forced back, but at 2:00 
P.M., General George A. Custer’s Michigan brigade suddenly dashes onto the field. 
The “Wolverines” quickly dismount and engage the Southerners with rapid-fire 
Spencer carbines, forcing Hampton to retreat in turn. After seven hours of fighting, 
the Confederates withdraw and inform General Robert E. Lee that Union forces are 
firmly established over the Pamunkey River. 

West: General John B. Hood, on reconnoitering Union lines, reports that federal 
troops are strongly entrenched, so General Joseph E. Johnston cancels his impend¬ 
ing assault. 

A reconnaissance in force by General William J. Hardee is repulsed at Dallas, 
Georgia, by General James B. McPherson. The attack was made by General William 
B. Bates division, which goes forward unsupported and sustains heavy losses from 
Union defenders. 

Naval: The USS Admiral captures the Confederate steamer Isabel off Galveston, 
Texas, following a six-hour chase. Significantly, this vessel completed 20 successful 
runs before finally being snared. 

May 29 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant, having crossed the Army of the Potomac over the 
Pamunkey River, Virginia, resumes marching southwest toward the Confederate 
capital of Richmond, unaware that General Robert E. Lee already is moving troops 
in the direction of Cold Harbor. 

General Jubal A. Early is formally appointed to lead the Confederate 11 Corps, 
Army of Northern Virginia—“Stonewall” Jackson’s old command. 

Naval: The USS Cowslip captures the Confederate sloop Last Push off the Missis¬ 
sippi coast. 

May 30 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac, moving along the Totop- 
otomoy Creek, suddenly swings toward Cold Harbor, Virginia, possession of which 
would place his force within 10 miles of Richmond. Meanwhile, General Robert 
E. Lee, perceiving that the Union V Corps under General Gouverneur K. Warren 
is isolated, launches an attack at Bethesda Church to destroy it. The Confederate 
II Corps under General Jubal A. Early maneuvers around Warren’s left flank and 
charges, routing the Pennsylvania Reserves, but the Eederals reform and throw him 
back. Further attacks under General Stephen D. Ramseur also fail to dislodge the 
defenders, and the Confederates withdraw to new defenses at Cold Harbor. 

WEST: Union cavalry under General George Crook gallop from Meadow Bluff, 
West Virginia, to join General David Hunter’s main Union army in the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley. 
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General John H. Morgan begins his final raid against Union lines of communi¬ 
cation by entering Kentucky. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State and Massachusetts capture the British blockade-run¬ 
ner Caledonia off Cape Fear, North Carolina, following a three-hour chase. 

May 31 

Politics: Radical Republicans, dissatisfied with President Abraham Lincoln, nomi¬ 
nate former general John C. Fremont in Cleveland, Ohio, as their party candidate 
for chief executive. They also select General John Cochrane of New York to be vice 
president. Among Fremont’s strongest supporters is African-American abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass, who feels that Lincoln is far too lenient toward Southerners in 
his plans for Reconstruction. 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign to Richmond, Virginia, while 
a tactical failure, thus far proves a brilliant strategic success. In one very bloody 
month, he forces the redoubtable Army of Northern Virginia from positions along 
the Rapidan River to the gates of the Confederate capital. 

General Philip FI. Sheridan is ordered to ride and occupy the crossroads at Cold 
Harbor, Virginia. In the process, he encounters Confederate troopers under General 
Fitzhugh Lee and drives them off with rapid-fire Spencer carbines. 

Richard H. Anderson and Jubal A. Early are promoted to lieutenant general, 
C.S.A. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Perry trades shot with a Confederate battery on the 
James River, Virginia, taking six hits over two hours. 

June 1 

North: Joshua L. Chamberlain is appointed a brigadier general, U.S. Army 
South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan repel a determined attack 
by General Richard H. Anderson’s Confederates at Old Cold Harbor, Virginia, 
largely through the use of new, rapid-fire Spencer carbines. In the course of the day, 
Sheridan is relieved by VI and XVIII Corps, who drive the Southerners back until 
a strong counterattack restores their line. General Ulysses S. Grant, believing that 
the Confederates are exhausted and their line weakly held, orders General Winfield 
S. Hancock’s II Corps to march all night toward Cold Harbor and prepare for a 
daylight assault in the morning. Union losses for the day amount to 2,650 while the 
Confederate casualties are probably as heavy. 

WEST: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan attack Union supply 
lines at Pound Gap, Kentucky 

General Samuel D. Sturgis departs Memphis, Tennessee, at the head of 8,100 
men to prevent Confederate raiders under General Nathan B. Forrest from cutting 
the all-important Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. He commands a cavalry bri¬ 
gade under General Benjamin H. Grierson and an infantry brigade under Colonel 
William L. McMillan, along with 22 cannon and 250 supply wagons. From the onset, 
the column is hampered by heavy rain and progress is slow. 

Union cavalry under General George Stoneman seizes Allatoona Pass, Georgia, 
securing an important railhead. Meanwhile, General William T. Sherman, begins to 
look for other avenues to outmaneuver the tenacious General Joseph E. Johnston. 
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Dead being reburied after the Battle of Cold Harbor (U.S. Army Military History Institute) 


Naval: The wooden paddle wheeler USS Exchange is damaged by Confederate bat¬ 
teries on the Mississippi River near Columbia, Arkansas. 

June 2 

South: At Cold Harbor, Virginia, General Ulysses S. Grant prepares his men for 
a frontal assault against what he perceives as weak Gonfederate lines. However, he 
cancels the action after General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps, delayed by fatigue 
and hot weather, arrives in poor condition. Grant reluctantly postpones his attack 
another day, which grants General Robert E. Lee additional time to dig in and 
strengthen his lines. In that respect. Cold Harbor is probably the best defensive 
position that his Army of Northern Virginia ever held. Lee is about to hand Grant 
another abject lesson in the power of defensive fieldworks. 

West: Heavy skirmishing develops between 10,000 Union troops under Generals 
David Hunter and 3,000 Confederates of General John D. Imboden at Coventry, 
Virginia. The Southerners suffer the worst of it and withdraw. 
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Naval: The USS Victoria destroys the Confederate steamer Georgianna McCaw after 
running it aground near Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Wamsutta chases the British blockade-runner Rose aground at Pawley’s 
Island, South Carolina, sinking it. 

Armed boats from the USS Cowslip conduct a destructive foray up Biloxi Bay, 
Mississippi, destroying several small craft shops and saltworks. 

June 3 

South: The Battle of Cold Harbor unfolds across a continuous, seven-mile front, 
inundated with earthen fortifications and interlocking fields of fire. The Southern 
position, manned by 59,000 men, consists of General Jubal A. Early’s II Corps on 
the left. General Richard H. Anderson’s I Corps in the center, and General Ambrose 
P. Hill anchoring the right. Arrayed against them are 108,000 Federal troops of the 
XI Corps under General Ambrose E. Burnside on the left, followed by the XVIII 
Corps of General William F. Smith, the VI of General Horatio G. Wright, and Gen¬ 
eral Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps on the right. General Ulysses S. Grant’s strategy 
is simple: Assault the entire Gonfederate position and, once a weak spot develops, 
call up reserves to pour through it. But Grant, unaware of the extent of Southern 
entrenchments before him, is setting the stage for a tragedy. 

The Union assault kicks off at 4:30 a.m., as 40,000 Federal troops charge 
across the open fields in dense columns. The defenders allow them to close, and 
then they unleash withering torrents of bullets and canister that tear apart for¬ 
mations, cutting men down in droves. Only General Francis Barlow’s brigade 
briefly penetrates Confederate lines on the left before recoiling under heavy fire. 
Within 30 minutes, the conflict at Cold Harbor ends as suddenly as it began. No 
less than 7,000 Federals have been killed or wounded, while Southern losses are 
slightly under 1,500. It is the biggest military blunder of Grant’s career, and the 
Northern press starts assailing him as a “butcher.” As he later wrote, “I regret this 
assault more than any I have ever ordered,” and he never again launched frontal 
attacks against prepared works. 

General Robert E. Lee has won his final open field battle, for Cold Harbor marks 
an end to the mobile phase of Grant’s Overland campaign to Richmond. Both sides 
have endured staggering losses since the beginning of May, with Union casual¬ 
ties exceeding 50,000. The Southern toll amounts to 32,000, which, while lower, is 
severe. But body counts do not tell the entire story: At the strategic level, Lee’s losses 
actually constitute a higher percentage of his army, 46 to 41 percent. Grant, more¬ 
over, receives a constant and steady flow of reinforcements, whereas Confederate 
manpower resources are dwindling rapidly But this could scarcely be accomplished, 
let alone sustained, without equal determination on the political front. President 
Abraham Lincoln’s willingness to both embrace and endure a contest of attrition, 
with all the heartbreak it entails, ultimately breaks the South’s ability to resist and 
wins the war. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell trots out of hunger’s Mills, 
West Virginia, en route to join the main force under General David Hunter near 
Lynchburg, Virginia. 
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Union forces under General William T. Sherman march northwest of the New 
Hope, Dallas line, and General Joseph E. Johnston begin to abandon his position at 
New Hope, Georgia. 

General Edward R. S. Canby offers to assist Admiral David D. Porter by provid¬ 
ing troops for periodic sweeps along the banks of the Mississippi River to prevent 
further guerrilla-style attacks on shipping. 

Naval: The USS Water Witch is captured by 130 Confederate troops in boats under 
Lieutenant Thomas P. Pelot in Ossabaw Sound, Georgia. The raiders strike at 2:00 
A.M. and were almost on their victim when detected; the ship nonetheless is car¬ 
ried after a wild, hand-to-hand melee. Pelot is one of five Confederates killed while 
another 17 are injured. 

June 4 

West: General William E. Jones arrives from Bristol, Virginia, to receive command 
of Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley from General John D. Imboden. He 
brings reinforcements that increase Southern strength up to 5,600 men. 

Union cavalry under General Samuel D. Sturgis advance from Memphis, Ten¬ 
nessee, toward Ripley, Mississippi, in search of General Nathan B. Forrest. 

The Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston departs New Hope 
Church, Georgia, and begins to occupy ready-made defensive lines around Marietta. 

General Andrew J. Smith and 10,000 men of the Union XVI and XVll Corps 
embark at Vicksburg, Mississippi, and steam north on the Mississippi River to 
Sunnyside Landing, Arkansas. Once ashore, he is to begin antiguerrilla operations 
against General John S. Marmaduke. 

Naval: The USS Ticonderoga is assigned patrol duties in the Gulf of St. Lawrence to 
guard against Confederate raids in New England waters. 

The USS Fort Jackson captures the Confederate steamer Thistle off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

June 5 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant orders General Philip H. Sheridan, on a mounted 
raid toward Charlottesville, Virginia, to tear up the Virginia Central Railroad before 
pressing onward to join General David Hunter in the Shenandoah Valley. Grant 
anticipates that a raid of this magnitude will distract Confederate attention as he 
slips his Army of the Potomac over the James River and closer to Richmond. 

West: A force of 15,000 Union troops under General David Hunter, having advanced 
down the Shenandoah Valley as far as Harrisonburg before turning east, engages 
5,600 Confederates under General William E. Jones at Piedmont, Virginia. The Fed- 
erals repel Southern skirmishers before encountering their main body under Jones. 
Hunter then brings up artillery and commences to bombard at 9:00 a.m. before 
attacking the Confederate left with troops under Colonel Augustus Moor. Moor 
makes good progress initially but is finally slowed and repelled. Jones then coun¬ 
terattacks until being halted by new troops under Colonel Joseph Thoburn. Moor, 
meanwhile, rallies his men and, assisted by a cavalry brigade under General Julius 
Stahel, renews his advance on Jones’s right. Charging through a gap in the Southern 
line, the Federals capture all of Jones’s artillery, and his line buckles and shatters. The 
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outnumbered, exhausted Confederates run wildly, and Jones is killed while trying to 
rally them. Union losses are 780 while the Southerners incur nearly 1,600. Hunter’s 
victory finally clears the way for a Northern invasion of the Shenandoah Valley 
General Andrew J. Smith disembarks on the Mississippi River and lands 10,000 
Union troops at Sunnyside Landing, Arkansas. Proceeding inland, they encounter 
the 3rd Missouri Cavalry under Colonel Colton Greene at Ditch Bayou and run him 
off after a protracted skirmishing. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State captures the British blockade-runner Siren off Beau¬ 
fort Harbor, North Carolina. 

June 6 

West: The Union Army under General David Hunter occupies Staunton, Virginia, 
unopposed, and begins to raze both the town and its adjoining countryside. 

Union general Joseph A. Mower marches from Sunnyside Landing, Arkansas, 
with 4,000 troops to evict Colonel Colton Greene’s 3rd Missouri Cavalry from Ditch 
Bayou. Intense skirmishing erupts amid dense undergrowth and swampy land as the 
Federals push forward and the Southerners yield ground slowly At length, Greene 
introduces a handful of cannon whose fire throws Mower’s men into confusion as 
Union artillery become helplessly mired in mud. After seven hours of fighting—in 
which they held off seven times their number—Greene’s troopers fall back beyond 
Lake Chicot and safety Union losses in this embarrassing affair total 250; the Con¬ 
federates admit to only 37. 

Naval: The USS Metacomet captures the Confederate steamer Donegal off Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The USS Louisville covers the embarkation of 8,000 Federal troops under Gen¬ 
eral Andrew J. Smith near Sunnydale, Arkansas, on the Mississippi River. This activ¬ 
ity follows a brief campaign along Bayou Macon to suppress Gonfederate guerrilla 
activity 

June 7 

Politics: The Republican Party convenes at Baltimore, Maryland, to nominate 
its presidential and vice presidential candidates. With the assistance of several 
prowar Democrats, they are able to portray themselves as the “National Union 
Convention.” 

North: John Gibbon is appointed major general, U.S. Army 
South: General Philip H. Sheridan rides off from New Castle Ferry Virginia, with 
6,000 troopers under Generals Alfred T. A. Tolbert and David M. Gregg. His mission 
is to raid the Virginia Central Railroad before proceeding into the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley to link up with General David Hunter. They assume a line of march northwest 
toward Trevilian Station to begin their destructive work. 

West: Union cavalry under Generals William W. Averell and George Crook join the 
main Union force under General David Hunter near Staunton, Virginia. 

A large Union column under General Samuel D. Sturgis trudges into Ripley 
Mississippi, having taken a full week to traverse 50 miles. However, General Nathan 
B. Forrest, fully apprised of Union movements and intentions, begins to lay an elab¬ 
orate snare for the intruders at Brice’s Cross Roads. 
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Naval: Union batteries on Morris Island, Charleston, South Carolina, bombard the 
Confederate steam transport Etiwan, sinking it off Fort Johnson. 

Armed boats from the USS Clyde and Sagamore ascend the Suwannee River, 
Florida, and seize 100 bales of cotton near Clay Landing. 

June 8 

Politics: A Republican convention held in Baltimore, Maryland, renominates 
Abraham Lincoln to run for the presidency. However, Vice President Hannibal 
Hamlin is dropped in favor of Tennessee governor Andrew Johnson, a Southern 
war Democrat, whose presence should broaden the ticket’s appeal. Their platform 
calls for a military end to the rebellion and ratification of the 13th Amendment to 
abolish slavery. 

South: Alert Confederate scouts inform cavalry leader General Wade Hampton of 
General Philip H. Sheridan’s departure from New Casde Ferry, Virginia. Because the 
Federals ride northwest, he correctly deduces that Sheridan is headed for Trevilian 
Station and gallops off with 4,700 cavalry and three batteries to intercept him. 
West: Confederate raiders under General John H. Morgan capture the town of 
Mount Sterling, Kentucky, and rob a bank of $18,000. 

General William T. Sherman gathers his men for an advance on Marietta, 
Georgia, and resumes his flanking tactics. However, General Nathan B. Forrest’s 
activities force him to detach increasing numbers of men to protect rapidly 
lengthening lines of communication with Tennessee, thereby weakening available 
field forces. 

Naval: Federal gunboats USS Chillicothe, Neosho, and Fort Hindman steam up the 
Atchafalaya River, Louisiana, and successfully engage a Confederate battery above 
Simmesport. 

June 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln suggests a constitutional amendment to out¬ 
law slavery. 

WEST: Union forces drive General John H. Morgan’s raiders out of Mount Sterling, 
Kentucky, and he withdraws toward Winchester. 

Naval: The USS New Bern runs the Confederate steamer Pevensey aground off 
Beaufort, North Carolina. 

The USS Rosalie captures the Confederate steamer Emma on Marco Pass, 
Florida. 

The USS Proteus captures the British blockade-runner R. S. Hood north of the 
Little Bahama Bank. 

June 10 

Politics: In light of a growing manpower crisis, the Confederate Congress autho¬ 
rizes military service for all males aged between 17 and 50 years of age. 

South: General Richard Taylor is relieved of commanding the District of West 
Louisiana and replaced by Texas general John G. Walker. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan enter Lexington, Ken¬ 
tucky, seize several hundred horses, and push on to the capital at Frankfort. 
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In a stunning display of tactical virtuosity, General Nathan B. Forrest and 3,500 
Confederate cavalry rout a Union force twice its size at Brice’s Cross Roads, Mis¬ 
sissippi. Forrest anticipates that General Samuel D. Sturgis will commit his cavalry 
to battle first, followed by his infantry, and he determines to defeat each in detail as 
they come up. At 5:30 a.m., a force of 3,300 Union cavalry approaches the crossroads 
under General Benjamin FI. Grierson, and a protracted fight between dismounted 
troopers commences in earnest. The Confederates, holding high ground and pro¬ 
tected by densely wooded terrain, manage to keep Grierson at a standstill while 
his men are exhausted steadily by the day’s intense heat. Around noon, the first 
elements of Union infantry under Colonel William L. McMillen, also fatigued by a 
five-mile jog to the battlefield, begin to arrive. 

Forrest, eager to maintain the battlefield initiative, begins to launch counterat¬ 
tacks at selected positions along the Union line, all of which are repulsed. However, 
the effort further tires his opponents. Judging the moment right, at 5:00 p.m., he 
unleashes a simultaneous attack against the Union left, right, and center while a 
small force maneuvers around Sturgis’s rear. The tiring Federals, hit from all sides, 
suddenly bolt from the field and careen headlong into their extensive wagon and 
artillery train, overturning both. They are hotly pursued overnight by the Confed¬ 
erates, and the Union retreat degenerates into a rout. Forrest, outnumbered two to 
one, thus clinches the greatest victory of his already remarkable career: For a loss of 
96 dead Confederates and 396 wounded (492), he inflicts 223 killed, 394 wounded, 
and 1,623 captured (2,240). A further 16 cannon, 1,500 stands of arms, and 192 
wagons are also seized. But despite his remarkable success, Forrest remains unable 
to cut General William T. Sherman’s supply line into Georgia. 

Naval: Colonel Jacob Zeilin becomes the seventh commandant, U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

The USS Union captures the Confederate sloop Caroline at Jupiter Inlet, 
Florida. 

The USS Elk captures the Confederate sloop Yankee Doodle at the mouth of the 
Pearl River, Mississippi Sound. 

June 11 

South: General Robert E. Lee dispatches General Jubal A. Early into the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley to stop Union depredations there under General David Hunter. If 
successful, he is then at liberty to march up the valley to threaten Washington, 
D.C., thereby forcing General Ulysses S. Grant to divert reinforcements from the 
Richmond, Virginia, front. Early’s force also receives a new designation. Army of 
the Valley 

Generals Philip H. Sheridan rides into Trevilian Station, Virginia, where he 
confronts the division of General Wade Hampton waiting for him in the woods. 
Sheridan quickly dispatches the Michigan brigade of General George A. Custer to 
turn Hampton’s right flank and slash at his rear, which he does with aplomb. Before 
the stunned Confederates realize what hits them, Custer dashes in between Hamp¬ 
ton and General Fitzhugh Lee’s division, capturing 50 wagons, 800 prisoners, and 
1,500 horses. Lee is tardy sorting his command out but then begins to pressure the 
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unsupported Custer hard, striking him from front and behind. The Michiganders 
are hard pressed for several hours, losing their own wagons, and almost overrun 
before Custer forms a triangular defensive box and beats back Lee’s attacks. At the 
last minute, Sheridan gallops up with reinforcements and scatters the Southerners, 
taking 500 prisoners as fighting winds down for the evening. 

West: Vengeful Union forces under General David Hunter burn the Virginia Mili¬ 
tary Institute at Lexington, Virginia. Hunter then pauses several days to rest and 
reorganize his newly constituted Army of West Virginia, a mistake that allows hard- 
pressed Confederates to rush reinforcements toward the important rail junction at 
Lynchburg. 

Confederate cavalry under General John H. Morgan capture Cynthiana, Ken¬ 
tucky, seizing 300 prisoners and threatening the capital at Frankfort. 

General Nathan B. Forrest hotly pursues defeated Union cavalry under General 
Samuel D. Sturgis, skirmishing with them at Ripley, Mississippi. 

The Union Xlll Corps is disbanded in the Department of Missouri. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Alabama under Captain Raphael Semmes docks 
at Cherbourg, France, to carry out badly needed repairs. His arrival does not escape 
the attention of the American vice consul in residence, who notifies Captain John 
A. Winslow of the USS Kearsarge at Dover, England, of his presence. 

June 12 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant begins to shift his Army of the Potomac strategi¬ 
cally from Cold Harbor, Virginia, south toward Petersburg—50 miles distant. Union 
engineers already operating on the James River construct a pontoon bridge 2,100 
feet long in only eight hours: One of the greatest engineering triumphs of the war, 
its existence remains entirely unknown to General Robert E. Lee. Simultaneously, 
the XVIII Gorps of General William F. Smith boards transports down the Pamunkey 
River and sails for Bermuda Hundred on the south bank of the James River. 

General Philip A. Sheridan’s cavalry renew their clash with Generals Wade 
Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee at Trevilian Station, Virginia. General Alfred T. A. 
Torbert’s division is tasked with charging dismounted Confederates at Mallory’s 
Cross Roads while General David M. Gregg’s troopers tear up tracks belonging to 
the Central Virginia Railroad at Louisa Court House. However, Hampton’s well-sit¬ 
uated soldiers repel seven Union charges, at which point Sheridan concludes his raid 
and withdraws back to Union lines outside Petersburg. Trevilian Station is one of 
the largest all-cavalry battles of the Civil War and among the most costly: Sheridan 
admits to 735 killed, wounded, and missing while Confederate losses are estimated 
at 1,000. Moreover, Hampton’s tactically adroit leadership foils a major Union raid 
and prevents the Federals from reinforcing the Shenandoah Valley. 

West: Union forces under General Stephen G. Burdrige evict General John H. Mor¬ 
gan’s 1,300 Confederate raiders from Cynthiana, Kentucky, killing or capturing half. 
The surviving rebels gallop off in the direction of Abdington, Virginia, and safety. 
Naval: Gale winds force the USS Lavender onto Lookout Shoal, North Carolina, and 
it sinks with the loss of nine crewmen. The survivors are rescued two days later by 
the army steamer John Farron. 
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The USS Flag captures the Confederate sloop Cyclops off Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

June 13 

South: The campaign for Richmond, Virginia, begins as General Robert E. Lee mis¬ 
takenly marches troops southward to confront what he believes is the latest Union 
advance toward the Confederate capital via Malvern Hill and White Oaks Swamp. 
Meanwhile, General Ulysses S. Grant continues advancing unopposed toward the 
James River and Petersburg. 

To counter recent Union advances in the Shenandoah Valley, General Jubal A. 
Early’s II Corps detaches from the Army of Northern Virginia at Petersburg and 
moves westward by rail to Lynchburg. 

General Richard S. Ewell is appointed commander of the Department of Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. 

West: A Union cavalry column under General Samuel D. Sturgis skirmishes with 
Confederate pursuers at Collierville, Tennessee, ending its mismanaged campaign 
against General Nathan B. Eorrest. Consequently, the inept Sturgis spends the bal¬ 
ance of the war at Memphis, “awaiting orders.” 

Naval: The USS Kearsarge under Captain John A. Winslow departs Dover, England, 
en route to Cherbourg, Erance, and a fateful confrontation with the CSS Alabama. 

June 14 

Politics: The first session, second Confederate Congress, adjourns. 

South: Union troops of the XVIII Corps under General William F. Smith dis¬ 
embark at Bermuda Hundred to reinforce General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of 
the James. 

West: General Joseph E. Johnston calls a staff conference at his headquarters near 
the summit of Pine Mountain, Marietta, Georgia. Nearby Union forces fire several 
rounds from their heavy Parrott cannons, and a shell strikes and kills General Leoni¬ 
das K. Polk. General Alexander P. Stewart succeeds him as corps commander. 
Naval: The USS Courier runs aground and is wrecked on Abaco Island, Bahamas. 

The USS Kearsarge under Captain John A. Winslow positions itself in interna¬ 
tional waters off Cherbourg, France, awaiting the departure of the CSS Alabama. 

June 15 

Politics: The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution fails to be ratified in the 
House of Representatives, falling 13 votes short (95 to 66) of the two-thirds major¬ 
ity needed. 

The U.S. Congress passes legislation granting equal pay to African-American 
soldiers. For many months, black personnel have refused to accept less pay than 
their white counterparts in protest. 

Former congressman and Peace Democrat Clement L. Vallandigham arrives in 
Ohio following his Canadian exile. He thereupon resumes work for securing a nego¬ 
tiated peace with the Confederacy. 

South: General William F. Smith and 12,500 men of his XVIII Corps make a 
stumbling approach on the half-manned defenses of Petersburg, Virginia, then 
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poorly held by the 2,200 Confederates of General Henry A. Wise. Smith is rein¬ 
forced that evening by General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Gorps, but he elects not 
to storm the city under a moonlit night. This vacillation permits General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard to consolidate Petersburg’s defenses rapidly by funneling in addi¬ 
tional troops. 

General Alfred H. Terry assumes command of the Union X Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

WEST: Union forces under General William T. Sherman begin to close with Confed¬ 
erate forces arrayed near Marietta, Georgia. 

Southwest: Gonfederate Cherokees under General Stand Watie shell and capture 
the Union steamer /. R. Williams at Pleasant Bluffs on the Arkansas River. It is car¬ 
rying ample rations for the Union garrison at Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, recently 
burdened by 5,000 Unionist Indian refugees. 

Naval: Crews from the Federal gunboats USS Lexington and Tyler detain three 
northern steamers off Beulah’s Landing, Mississippi, that were caught trading with 
the enemy. 

The USS General Bragg, Winnebago, and Naiad engage a Confederate battery at 
Como Landing, Louisiana, on the Mississippi River. General Bragg is hit and tem¬ 
porarily disabled by enemy fire. 

June 16 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, addressing the Sanitation Fair in Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania, declares, “War, at best, is terrible, and this war of ours, in its 
magnitude and duration, is one of the most terrible.” But he continues to assure his 
audience, stating, “We accepted this war for an object, a worthy object, and the war 
will end when that object is obtained.” 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard masses 14,000 men at Petersburg, Virginia, 
to stop an unexpected Union advance on the city. Nonetheless, General William F. 
Smith’s XVIII Corps manages to capture several redans and a mile of Confederate 
trenches on the city’s outer perimeter. However, Smith declines to press home his 
numerical superiority, and his hesitancy is one of the most costly Union mistakes 
of the war. It prolongs the fighting by nearly a year. 

Unknown to the Confederates, General George G. Meade’s entire Army of the 
Potomac silently slips across the James River and steadily advances on Petersburg, 
Virginia. It is a masterstroke capable of ending the war. 

West: The Confederate II Corps of General Jubal A. Early reaches Charlottesville, 
Virginia, although delays in rail service mean that only half of his 8,000 men reach 
Lynchburg in time to aid its defense. 

General Joseph E. Johnston retires to new positions near Mud Creek, Georgia. 
Naval: The USS Commodore Perry, at the behest of General Benjamin F. Butler, 
bombards Fort Clifton on the James River, Virginia. 

A joint Union expedition consisting of the USS Lockwood, Louisiana, and army 
transport Ella May begins to operate up the Pamlico and Pungo rivers. North Caro¬ 
lina. They capture and burn the Confederate schooners Iowa, Mary Emma, and 
Jenny Lind before returning downstream. 
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Captain Raphael Semmes, eager to try conclusions with the USS Kearsarge off¬ 
shore, begins to take on supplies of coal and munitions for the CSS Alabama at 
Cherbourg, France. 

June 17 

North: An explosion rocks part of the Washington Arsenal, killing 18 and injuring 

20 . 

South: General William F. Smith’s XVIII Corps finally launches strong attacks on 
the newly strengthened defenses of Petersburg, Virginia, and is repulsed by Confed¬ 
erates under General Bushrod R. Johnson. 

West: Confederate forces under General John C. Breckinridge and John D. Imboden 
defend Lynchburg, Virginia, against General David Hunter’s Union troops. The ini¬ 
tial Union drive, delivered by General George Crook, pushes aside Confederate out¬ 
posts while cavalry under General Alfred N. Duffie advance from the west. Southern 
resistance then suddenly stiffens following the arrival of General Jubal A. Early, who 
directs the division of General Stephen Ramseur into the front lines. Hunter elects 
not to press the conflict further and encamps for the night. 

General William T. Sherman begins to probe Confederate positions at Mud 
Creek, Georgia, seeking a weak spot. 

Naval: The CSS Florida captures and burns the Union brig W. C. Clarke at sea. 

June 18 

South: The siege of Petersburg, Virginia, begins in earnest once General Robert E. 
Lee arrives with the Army of Northern Virginia. Lee, commanding 50,000 bedrag¬ 
gled and hungry men, defends a line 26 miles long while simultaneously guarding 
the four railroads out of the city that constitute his lifeline. Ulysses S. Grant leads 
110,000 well-equipped soldiers, backed by a steady stream of replacements that the 
Confederates cannot match. Yet, to underscore the strength of Southern defenses, a 
heavy probe by II Corps under General David B. Birney is repulsed. The past four 
days of fighting in the city’s outskirts cost the Union 10,586 casualties while better- 
protected Southerners sustain about 4,000. 

General David B. Birney replaces the ailing General Winfield S. Hancock as 
commander of the II Gorps, Army of the Potomac. 

General Thomas W. Sherman takes charge of Union forces in the vicinity of 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

West: General David Hunter’s 18,000 Union soldiers renew their attack on Lynch¬ 
burg, Virginia. However, newly arrived Confederates under General Jubal A. Early 
boost the defenders to 14,000 men, who resist tenaciously. Hunter is especially foiled 
by excellent Confederate artillery fire that smothers his own inexperienced gunners. 
At length, the Union columns under Generals George Grook, William W. Aver- 
ell, and Jeremiah Sullivan fail to turn Early’s position or to score any significant 
penetrations despite heavy fighting. Hunter concludes that the Gonfederates have 
been reinforced heavily overnight and actually outnumber him. He therefore igno- 
miniously halts the engagement and withdraws up the Shenandoah Valley toward 
Liberty. This timidity emboldens Early and he regains the strategic initiative by 
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energetically pursuing his larger adversary. Casualties at Lynchburg are not recorded 
but are believed to be relatively light for both sides. 

General Joseph E. Johnston abandons his line at Pine Mountain, Georgia, and 
falls back to even stronger positions along Kennesaw Mountain, two miles west of 
Marietta. This elevated ridge line probably constitutes the best defensive terrain his 
army will hold during the entire Atlanta campaign. 

June 19 

West: Union forces under General David Hunter withdraw from the Shenandoah 
Valley completely and escape into the Kanawha Valley of West Virginia. Confeder¬ 
ates under General Jubal A. Early hotly pursue from behind. 

Union forces rout a detachment of Texas Rangers at Hahn’s Farm, Arkansas. 
Naval: The USS Kearsarge under Captain John A. Winslow engages the CSS Alabama 
under Captain Raphael Semmes off Cherbourg, France. The Union vessel enjoys a 
slighdy larger crew and marginally heavier armament, but a decided advantage in ord¬ 
nance since the Alabama’s ammunition has deteriorated from lengthy exposure to salt 
air. Moreover, Winslow takes the precaution of wrapping vulnerable parts of his ship 
with heavy chains that function as armor. At 11:00 a.m., the antagonists meet seven 



Engagement between the CSS Alabama and the USS Kearsarge June 19, 1864 Painting byXanthus R. Smith 
(Naval Historical Foundation) 
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miles offshore and begin to circle at 900 yards distance while 15,000 spectators throng 
the beach. Semmes commences firing at a mile’s distance while Winslow, enjoying 
superior speed, gradually narrows the range and holds his fire until within a half mile. 
Both vessels handle their guns well; Kearsarge receives 28 hits, including a potentially 
disastrous strike by a 100-pound shell that fails to explode. But Union gunnery is 
superb and inflicts tremendous damage on the unprotected Alabama, puncturing 
its hull repeatedly. Within an hour, the celebrated raider begins to list, and Semmes, 
unable to dash for the French coast, abandons ship. Alabama settles beneath the waves 
stern first as the English yacht Deerhound sails in to rescue the wallowing Confeder¬ 
ates, including Semmes. Casualties are three Union wounded to 26 Confederate killed, 
21 wounded, and 64 captured. This action terminates the Confederacy’s most cel¬ 
ebrated commerce raider: Since its commissioning in 1862, Alabamahas sailed 75,000 
miles and seized 63 Union ships worth $4.5 million. Winslow subsequently receives a 
well-deserved promotion to commodore for his lopsided triumph. 

June 20 

South: A Union cavalry detachment is routed by Colonel John S. Mosby at Cent- 
reviUe, Virginia, losing 39 captives. 

Union forces launch a major expedition from Batchelder’s Creek, North Caro¬ 
lina, against nearby Kinston. Some prisoners and horses are taken. 

WEST: General William T. Sherman’s army moves up against a new Confederate 
defensive line in the Kennesaw Mountains. 

Naval: The USS Morse and Cactus bombard Confederate batteries near White 
House, Virginia, which have been harassing army supply trains. 

The USS Calypso and Nansemond escort an army expedition up the New River, 
North Carolina, in an attempt to sever the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. 

June 21 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln visits Union troops in the siege lines at Peter- 
burg, Virginia, making a conspicuous target for snipers in his tall, stovepipe hat. 

Confederate secretary of the treasury Christopher G. Meminger resigns over 
criticism of his handling of monetary affairs. 

South: As General Ulysses S. Grant attempts extending Confederate siege lines to 
the breaking point by moving troops to the south and west of Petersburg, Virginia. 
However, stiff resistance halts the Federal drive short of the Weldon Railroad. Grant 
then prepares to hurl two corps and a cavalry division against that vital Confederate 
supply line. 

West: General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps reaches Kolb’s Farm on the extreme left 
flank of Confederate positions along Kennesaw Mountain. General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston, fearing he will be flanked and ejected from fine defensive terrain, orders the 
corps of General John B. Hood to march from his right flank over to the endangered 
point on the left. 

Naval: Gunfire from the USS Shokokon rescues the army transport Eliza Hancox 
from a Confederate attack near Cumberland Point, Virginia. 

A Confederate squadron consisting of the CSS Virginia II, Fredericksburg, and 
Hampton, backed by land batteries, engages the Union James River squadron at 
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Trent’s and the Varina Reaches. Little damage results to either side and the Confed¬ 
erates withdraw back upstream. 

June 22 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant, confronting strong Southern defenses before him 
at Petersburg, Virginia, tries his time-honored tactic of shifting troops around the 
Confederate flank in a bid to extend and weaken their lines by cutting the Weldon 
Railroad. General David B. Birney’s II Corps and General Horatio G. Wright’s VI 
Corps, supported by a cavalry division under General James H. Wilson, advance 
through dense woods to reach their objective. Due to the nature of the terrain, 
a sizable gap develops between the two forces, a fact which Confederate general 
Ambrose P. Hill quickly exploits. General Cadmus M. Wilcox’s division is ordered 
to engage Wright’s VI Corps as a diversion while Generals William Mahone and 
Bushrod R. Johnson assail Birney’s flank. The assault is delivered savagely and routs 
the veteran division of General John Gibbon, taking 1,600 prisoners. Further fight¬ 
ing results in a stalemate by nightfall, and the Union leaders fall back to regroup 
and try again. 

Generals James H. Wilson and August V. Kautz take 3,300 Union troopers on a 
major cavalry raid from Lee’s Mill, Virginia, and against the South Side and Danville 
Railroad. 

West: General John H. Morgan receives command of the Department of Western 
Virginia and East Tennessee. 

Colonel John S. Mosby captures Duffield’s Depot, West Virginia, along with 50 
Union prisoners. 

General John B. Hood exceeds his orders to extend the Confederate left flank at 
Kennesaw Mountain by launching an unauthorized assault with 11,000 men against 
Union positions at Kolb’s Farm, Georgia. General Joseph Hooker, commanding 
14,000 troops and 40 cannon, is forewarned of Hood’s approach and makes careful 
preparations to receive him in strength. Concentrated musketry and canister fire 
at close range mows charging Confederates down, and Hood draws off with 1,500 
casualties to a Union tally of 250. 

Naval: The Federal gunboat USS Lexington attacks and drives off a body of Con¬ 
federates from White River Station, Arkansas. 

June 23 

South: Union generals David B. Birney and Horatio G. Wright repeat their attack 
on Confederate defenses along the Weldon Railroad, Petersburg, with their II and 
VI Corps, respectively. A good initial advance recovers all ground lost on the previ¬ 
ous day but a stubborn defense mounted by General William Mahone blocks them 
from cutting the railroad. At dusk, the Federals again withdraw below the Jerusalem 
Plank Road with 2,962 casualties. Eight weeks elapse before General Ulysses S. Grant 
mounts a major effort in this vital sector again. 

WEST: General Jubal A. Early energetically conducts 14,000 Confederate troops 
northward up the Shenandoah Valley in pursuit of General David Hunter. Hunter, 
retreating rapidly westward, escapes Early’s grasp but leaves Washington, D.C., 
exposed to attack. 
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Naval: The heavy ironclad USS Tecumseh is ordered out of the James River, Virginia, 
and steams off to join the West Gulf Blockading Squadron off Mobile, Alabama. 

Lieutenant William B. Cushing rows a small reconnaissance party from the USS 
Monticello up the Cape Fear River and endeavors to obtain the location of the CSS 
Raleigh. They are unaware that this vessel has been scuttled on May 6, but the mis¬ 
sion provides Union forces with additional intelligence. Moreover, three seamen, 
David Warren, William Wright, and John Sullivan, all receive the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for their participation. 

June 24 

Politics: The Maryland Convention gathers and votes to abolish slavery. 

South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan are rebuffed at Samaria 
Church, Virginia, while returning from their aborted raid toward Lynchburg. 
Naval: The wooden paddle-wheeler USS Queen City is attacked and captured by 
Confederate forces of General Joseph O. Shelby at Claredon on the White River, 
Arkansas. The USS Tyler, Fawn, and Naumkeag arrive on the scene shortly after, 
disperse the attackers, and recapture several Union sailors. However, Queen City is 
sunk by Confederates to prevent its recapture. 

June 25 

South: Colonel Henry Pleasant’s 48th Pennsylvania, composed mostly of miners 
from Schuykill County, begin to tunnel beneath Confederate defenses at Petersburg, 
Virginia. The plan is initially approved by General Ambrose E. Burnside, IX Corps 
commander, while General Ulysses S. Grant also gives his grudging acceptance. 
The miners intend to burrow 511 feet long under a South Carolinian battery posi¬ 
tioned at Elliott’s Salient. Once finished, they will stock 8,000 pounds of gunpowder 
beneath it and light a fuse. During the next month, Burnside specially trains the 
African-American division of General Edward Ferrero to spearhead the assault once 
the changes have been detonated. 

General Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry column, thwarted in its drive to Lynchburg, 
Virginia, ferries across the James River and rejoins the main Union army outside 
Petersburg. 

General James H. Wilson’s cavalry raid stumbles at the Staunton River Bridge 
near Roanoke Station, Virginia, thanks to dogged resistance by 900 Confederate 
infantry 

Southwest: Texas Rangers attack and disperse a small Union force at Rancho Las 
Rinas, Texas, killing 20 men. 

June 26 

West: A force of 14,000 Confederates under General Jubal A. Early occupies 
Staunton, Virginia, without opposition and then continues marching northward 
toward Winchester. 

The Army of the Ohio under General John M. Schofield, having been ordered 
to make a “demonstration” against the Confederate position at Kennesaw Moun¬ 
tain, Georgia, sends three brigades across Olley’s Creek to secure a foothold on 
the southern bank. Resistance proves surprisingly light, and he easily accomplishes 
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his mission. However, General William T. Sherman ignores these important gains, 
calculating that General Joseph E. Johnston’s main army is spread dangerously thin 
along the heights of Kennesaw Mountain. He intends to test his theory by attacking 
in force on the morrow. 

Naval: The USS Norfolk Packet captures the Confederate sloop Sarah Mary off Mos¬ 
quito Inlet, Florida. 

June 27 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln formally accepts the Union (Republican) 
Party’s nomination for the presidency. 

South: General William S. Hancock resumes command of the 11 Corps, Army of 
the Potomac, following a brief illness. 

West: General William T. Sherman wages the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Geor¬ 
gia, against General Joseph E. Johnston. He impatiently abandons his slow but suc¬ 
cessful flanking tactics because heavy rains turn the roads into quagmires, which 
precludes any such maneuvering. He also believes that Johnston, strung along a 
ridge line seven miles long, is stretched perilously thin. In fact, the Confederates are 
arrayed skillfully along high ground strewn with large boulders and trees—afford¬ 
ing a perfect killing ground to troops advancing from below. Nevertheless, Sherman 
decides to make several feints on Johnston’s flanks before striking him directly in 
the center—where he is strongest. 

The first wave comprises two divisions from General John A. Logan’s XV Corps, 
Army of the Tennessee, which charge uphill and rapidly clear Confederate defenders 
from their first line of entrenchments. However, as his 5,500 men clamber up the 
hillside. General William W. Loring’s troops respond with intense musketry and 
artillery fire, dropping Federals in bloody clumps. The attack, suffering heavy losses, 
is called off after two hours. 

The main thrust against Johnston’s line occurs farther south along Cheatham’s 
Hill, stoutly held by General William J. Hardee’s corps. Up the slopes go 8,000 men 
from the divisions of Generals Jefferson C. Davis and John Newton, XIV Corps, 
which quickly overrun the line of defenders in rifle pits. But after pushing beyond 
the trenches, both commanders are raked by unerring sheets of fire from above that 
cut down soldiers in droves. Renewed and costly charges ensue, but the second Con¬ 
federate line under Generals Patrick R. Cleburne and Benjamin F. Cheatham never 
is imperiled seriously. By the time this advance is suspended, Federals are crumpling 
within 15 yards of Confederate lines. 

Losing heavily by the minute, Sherman finally calls off the assault. His losses 
range upward of 3,000, including two generals killed, while Johnston incurs about 
750 casualties. Kennesaw Mountain proves the most costly mistake of the Atlanta 
campaign, and Sherman has little recourse but to continue maneuvering once the 
soggy ground dries out. 

Naval: The USS Nipsic captures the Confederate sloop Julia at Sapelo Sound, 
Georgia. 

The USS Proteus captures the British blockade-runner Jupiter off Man-of-War 
Cay, Bahamas. 
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June 28 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation repealing the fugitive slave 
acts. 

South: General James H. Wilson’s cavalry force pauses at Stoney Creek Station, Vir¬ 
ginia, where they are chased by Confederate troopers under General Wade Hamp¬ 
ton. The Northerners then are attacked in force and roughly handled, abandoning 
their artillery, wagons, and wounded. 

June 29 

West: A quick raid by Colonel John S. Mosby on Charlestown and Duffield’s Sta¬ 
tion, West Virginia, nets 25 captives. Numerous storehouses are burned, and tele¬ 
graph wires are cut. 

Naval: The USS Hunchback and Saugus shell Confederate batteries at Deep Bottom, 
along the James River, Virginia. 

June 30 

Politics: The U.S. Congress approves the Internal Revenue Act to help finance the 
war. The Morriff Tariff Act of 1861 is also modified to increase the duties levied. 

Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase tenders his resignation to President 
Abraham Lincoln who, much to his surprise, accepts it. “You and I have reached a 
point of mutual embarrassment in our official relation which it seems cannot be 
overcome,” Lincoln writes, “or longer sustained, consistently with public service.” 
West: General Jubal A. Early continues his Shenandoah offensive by advancing on 
New Market, Virginia. 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Roebuck captures the Confederate sloop Last 
Resort at Indian River Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Glasgow forces the Confederate steamer Ivanhoe to run aground near 
Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama. Four boatloads of sailors from the Metacomet 
and Kennebec accost the stricken vessel that night and burn it under the very guns 
of Fort Morgan. 

July 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln appoints William P. Fessenden as the new 
secretary of the treasury. 

The U.S. Senates passes the Wade-Davis Reconstruction Bill, 26 to 3, with 20 
abstaining. 

South: The 3rd Division of U.S. Cavalry under General James H. Wilson staggers 
back into Peterburg, Virginia, following a disappointing raid against the Petersburg 
and Weldon Railroad. 

West: General Irvin McDowell is appointed commander of the Department of the 
Pacific. 

Having abandoned frontal assault tactics. General William T. Sherman initiates 
a new flanking movement around Kennesaw Mountain and moves in the direction 
of Marietta, Georgia. 

Naval: The USS Merrimac captures the Confederate sloop Henrietta at sea off 
Tampa, Florida. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris cap¬ 
tures and burns the Union bark Harriet Stevens at sea south of Bermuda. 

July 2 

South: Union troops land and gain a lodgment on Johnson Island, Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina. 

WEST: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early occupy Winchester, Virginia, 
before commencing their drive on Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. 

General Joseph E. Johnston, reacting to the latest Union maneuver, begins to 
evacuate his position along Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia, and occupies prepared 
lines below Marietta at Smyrna. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State captures the British blockade-runner Rouen near 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

Federal monitors USS Leigh and Montauk accompany and support army oper¬ 
ations up the Stono River, South Carolina, in an attempt to cut the Charleston- 
Savannah Radroad. 

July 3 

South: Union forces launch attacks on Fort Johnson, Charleston, South Carolina, 
and are repulsed with 140 prisoners. 

West: Confederate forces under General Jubal A. Early advance in the region of 
Buckton, Virginia, driving 5,000 Union troops under General Franz Sigel across the 
Potomac River at Maryland Heights. Early, declining to assault such a strong posi¬ 
tion, moves up to cross the river at Shepherdstown. 

General George Crook is appointed commander of the Department of West 
Virginia. 

The Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston occupies new defen¬ 
sive works near Smyrna, Georgia, astride the Western and Atlantic Railroad. He 
thereby stands firm north of the Chattahoochee River, a move that General WiUiam 
T. Sherman faded to anticipate. 

July 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation modifying certain aspects of 
the Enrollment Act of 1863, striking the clause allowing substitutes to be purchased 
for $300. 

The president also clashes with Radical Republicans over the tenor of recon¬ 
struction by refusing to sign the Wade-Davis Bill, which would have placed condi¬ 
tions for Reconstruction solely in the hands of Congress. He specifically objects to 
provisions requiring loyalty oaths by 50 percent of each state’s 1860 voters. 

The first session, 38th Congress adjourns. 

West: General Jubal A. Early prepares to cross the Potomac River at Patterson’s 
Creek Bridge, West Virginia, and into Maryland. 

Union forces under General William T. Sherman stage demonstrations at Nic- 
kajack Creek and Turner’s Ferry, Georgia, while scouting for a route across the 
Chattahoochee River. To that end, he sends Generals Oliver O. Howard (IV Corps) 
and Grenville M. Dodge (XVI Corps) to attack Confederate positions once across 
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the river. Howard moves down on the Western and Atlantic Railroad as ordered, 
enjoying good progress until he reaches Vining’s Station. There, Confederates under 
General William J. Hardee resist stoutly from a line of entrenchments. Rather than 
incur heavy casualties, Howard abruptly stops and digs in himself. Dodge, mean¬ 
while, throws a pontoon bridge across Nickajack Creek near Ruff’s Mills and pushes 
inland for nearly a mile before encountering Confederate cavalry and Georgia mili¬ 
tia under generals Gustavus W. Smith and William H. Jackson. The Federals are 
unable to evict the Southerners in hard fighting, so they fall back and consolidate 
their bridgehead. General Joseph E. Johnston, anticipating that he is about to be 
flanked again, repositions the Army of Tennessee north of the Chattahoochee and 
heavily fortifies all bridges and crossings. 

A sharp Union counterattack scatters the command of General Joseph O. Shelby 
in Searcy County, Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Magnolia captures three small boats laden with supplies several 
hundred miles east of Florida. That such craft even are dispatched on the open seas 
is a good indication of the torpid state of the Confederate economy. 

The USS Hastings trades shots with Confederate sharpshooters along the White 
River above St. Charles, Arkansas. 

July 5 

Politics: New York journalist Horace Greeley receives peace feelers from the Con¬ 
federate government and contacts President Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln authorizes 
Greeley to meet with said individuals at Niagara Falls, New York. 

North: General Jubal A. Early sidesteps Harper’s Eerry and crosses the Potomac 
River to Shepherdstown, Maryland, with 12,000 men. His approach triggers an 
alarm in Washington, D.C., and cries for 24,000 volunteers are raised. The first offi¬ 
cer to respond is General Lew Wallace, commander of the Middle Department at 
Baltimore, who rapidly moves 3,000 troops in the direction of Monocacy Junction, 
two miles east of Frederick. 

South: General Andrew J. Smith leads a Union force of 14,000 men and 24 cannon 
from La Grange, Tennessee, toward Tupelo, Mississippi, intending to capture or 
destroy the army of General Nathan B. Forrest. He is ordered by General William T. 
Sherman to “bring Forrest to bay and whip him if possible.” 

West: General William T. Sherman brushes against Confederate defenses along the 
Chattahoochee River, Georgia. Finding General Joseph E. Johnston strongly dug 
in behind formidable fieldworks, he instructs General George H. Thomas and his 
Army of the Cumberland to demonstrate before their lines while General James B. 
McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee feints a river crossing at Turner’s Ferry, 12 miles 
downstream. General John M. Schofield also marches the Army of the Ohio across 
the Chattahoochee to outflank the defenders along Soap Creek. 

July 6 

North: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early occupy Hagerstown, Maryland, 
demanding $200,000 for depredations committed earlier by Union forces in the 
Shenandoah Valley Meanwhile, Union defenses at Monocacy Junction are bolstered 
by the arrival of the 8th Illinois Cavalry 
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The 3rd Division, VI Corps, begins to move from Virginia to Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, to aid in the defense of the city. 

July 7 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant, realizing the seriousness of Confederate thrusts 
in Maryland, rushes General James B. Rickett’s division (VI Corps) to Baltimore, 
where it arrives that night, and marches for Monocacy Junction. There, it wiU join 
General Lew Wallace, holding the intersection with 3,000 men. Meanwhile, General 
Jubal A. Early’s Confederates commence a leisurely advance on Middletown. 
South: Union troops are forced off James Island, Charleston Harbor, South Caro¬ 
lina, sustaining 330 casualties to a Southern tally of 163. The most recent round of 
bombardment also drops another 784 rounds on the ruins of Fort Sumter. 

Naval: The USS Ariel, Sea Bird, Stonewall, and Rosalie accompany Federal troops on 
a raid against Brookvdle and Bayport, Florida. They seize a quantity of cotton and 
burn a customs house before returning to the Anclote Keys. 

July 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln pocket vetoes the Wade-Davis Reconstruc¬ 
tion Act by refusing to sign it. This earns him the ire of Radical Republicans, who 
redouble their efforts to have Lincoln dropped as the party’s standard-bearer in the 
fall presidential election. 

North: A hodgepodge of Union forces under General Lew Wallace assumes defen¬ 
sive positions behind the Monocacy River near Frederick, Maryland, to defend the 
national capital against General Jubal A. Early’s advancing Confederates. On the day 
before battle, he cobbles together 6,000 men from various sources. 

WEST: General Albion P. Howe succeeds Franz Sigel as commander at Harper’s 
Ferry, West Virginia. 

Union troops under General John M. Schofield cross the Chattahoochee River, 
Georgia, at Phillips’ Ferry, near the mouth of Soap Creek, Georgia, thereby flanking 
General Joseph E. Johnston’s defensive positions. Here, General Oliver O. Howard 
throws a pontoon bridge across Powell’s Ferry while other troops establish lodg¬ 
ments along Pace’s Ferry. Facing three hostile bridgeheads, Johnston orders an 
immediate withdrawal from the Chattahoochee line and heads for the defenses of 
Atlanta, only eight miles distant. 

Naval: The USS Fort Jackson captures the British blockade-runner Boston off the 
South Carolina coast. 

The USS Sonoma captures the Confederate steamer Ida near the Stono River, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Azalea and Sweet Briar seize the Confederate schooner Pocahontas near 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Kanawha forces the Confederate blockade-runner Matagorda aground 
near Galveston, where it is destroyed by cannon fire from the Penguin and Aroos¬ 
took. 

The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Charles M. Morris seizes and burns 
the Union whaler Golconda southwest of Bermuda. 
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July 9 

Politics: The Fabian tactics of General Joseph E. Johnston, which have so infuri¬ 
ated General William T. Sherman, unfortunately draw the ire of President Jefferson 
Davis. Seeking a possible pretext to relieve Johnston, whom he personally dislikes, 
Davis dispatches General Braxton Bragg to his headquarters on a “fact-finding” mis¬ 
sion. Johnston, meanwhile, withdraws from the Chattahoochee River to Peachtree 
Creek, only three miles north of Atlanta, Georgia. 

North: General Jubal A. Early repeats demands that the city of Hagerstown, Mary¬ 
land, turn over $200,000 to compensate prior Union abuses in the Shenandoah 
Valley. He then proceeds to join the Battle of Monocacy, then in its initial stages. 

General Lew Wallace and 6,000 Union troops confront 14,000 Confederates 
under General Jubal A. Early at Monocacy, Maryland. Early intends to turn the 
Union left flank from the onset and orders his cavalry under General John McCaus- 
land to find a ford across the Monocacy River. That accomplished, the corps of 
John C. Breckinridge crosses over to do battle with General James B. Ricketts divi¬ 
sion. Rickett’s veterans easily repulse two Confederate charges by General John B. 
Gordon as the Southerners gradually work their way around the Union left. A final 
charge by General William R. Terry’s Virginia brigade dislodges the Eederals, and 
they break in disorder at 4:30 p.m. Wallace then orders his entire line withdrawn up 
the Baltimore Pike, which is accomplished in reasonably good order; Early declines 
to pursue. Union losses are 98 killed, 594 wounded, and 1,188 captured (1,880) 
while the Confederates suffer about 700 lost. The road to Washington, D.C. is now 
open, but Wallace’s stand at Monocacy delays Early’s advance an entire day, granting 
the capital additional time to strengthen its defenses. 

West: A Union column of 14,000 men under General Andrew J. Smith crosses 
the Tallahatchie River at New Albany, Mississippi, and continues marching south 
toward Pontotoc. 

The Confederate Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston aban¬ 
dons the Chattahoochee River line, the last remaining natural barrier between 
Union forces and Atlanta, Georgia, and filters into the city’s outer chain of defenses. 
Johnston, cannily outflanked again, had no alternative, but his latest withdrawal 
distresses the Confederate high command. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris 
captures and burns the Union bark Greenland and the schooner Margaret Y. Davis 
off Cape Henry, Virginia. 

The USS Gettysburg captures the Confederate steamer Little Ada off Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

July 10 

North: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early pass through Rockville, Mary¬ 
land, to confront Union defenders at Fort Stevens, outside Washington, D.C. The 
post is held only lightly by 209 inexperienced artillerists, but President Abraham 
Lincoln blithely exclaims, “Let us be vigilant but keep cool. I hope neither Balti¬ 
more nor Washington will be sacked.” Fortunately, Union reinforcements are being 
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rushed to the capital from several directions before the Confederates can mount 
an attack. 

WEST: General Lovell H. Rosseau, commanding the District of Tennessee, receives 
orders from General William T. Sherman to lead a Union raid from Decatur, Ala¬ 
bama, against the Montgomery and West Point Railroad and do “all possible mis¬ 
chief.” En route, he is pursued closely by General Stephen D. Lee, commander of the 
Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

Naval: The USS Roebuck captures the British blockade-runner Terrapin at Jupiter 
Inlet, Florida. 

The USS Monongahela, Lackawanna, Galena, and Sebago attack the Gonfederate 
steamer Virgin off Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, forcing it aground. Southern 
cannon fire from the fort keeps the Union vessel at bay while the Virgin is subse¬ 
quently refloated and towed into the bay. 

The CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris captures and burns the 
Union bark General Berry 35 miles off the Maryland coast. It then proceeds to seize 
the schooner Howard, the bark Zelinda, and the steamer Electric Spark in the same 
vicinity. Such depredation alarms government and civilian officials. 

The USS Mount Vernon and Monticello are detached from the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron to search for the CSS Florida. The USS Ino is disguised further 
as a merchantman in an attempt to lure the Confederate raider into battle. 

July 11 

North: General Robert E. Rode’s Confederate division marches to within gunshot of 
Fort Stevens, District of Columbia, then manned by only 209 gunners. Fortunately, 
General Jubal A. Early’s command is exhausted by a combination of intensely hot 
weather and hard marching and elects not to attack. Had he done so the Confederates 
might have easily pushed on to Washington, D.C., itself This fortuitous delay allows 
Federal defenses to congeal under the direction of General Christopher Augur, who 
throws skirmishers forward to engage the Southerners. Meanwhile, the 1st and 2nd 
Divisions of General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Gorps, joined by elements of General 
Quincy A. Gilmore’s XIX Corps, arrive to bolster the city’s defenses. Even President 
Abraham Lincoln himself shows up as an onlooker and to give encouragement to 
the outnumbered garrison. That evening. Early decides to attack Fort Stevens on the 
morrow and then reverses himself after learning of Union reinforcements. 

South: General Edward O. C. Ord assumes command of the VIII Corps and the 
Union Middle Department, Virginia. 

West: General Andrew J. Smith’s column of 14,000 men reaches Pontotoc, Missis¬ 
sippi, while Gonfederates under General Nathan B. Forrest begin to mass at nearby 
Okolona, intending to lure him into a large ambush. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS James L. Davis land at Tampa, Florida, to destroy 
a large Confederate saltworks. 

July 12 

North: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early withdraw from the Washington, 
D.C., region, cautiously pursued by General Horatio G. Wright’s Federal troops. The 
division of General Richard E. Rodes is somewhat roughly handled in the ensuing 
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chase, but it escapes intact. For a few tense moments, President Abraham Lincoln, 
visiting the parapets, is under enemy fire, and a young army officer, Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes (a future Supreme Court justice) inadvertently shouts, “Get down, you 
fool!” While retreating, the Southerners burn down the house of Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral Montgomery Blair. 

Naval: The USS Whitehead and Ceres, accompanied by the steamer transport Ella 
May, venture up the Scuppernong River as far as Columbia, North Carolina. There, 
they destroy a bridge and some grain stores before withdrawing. 

The USS Penobscot captures the Confederate blockade-runner James Williams 
off Galveston, Texas. 

A combined Union expedition against Bayport, Florida, safely returns to the 
Anclote Keys, having burned several hundred bales of cotton and a customshouse. 

July 13 

North: General Horatio G. Wright assumes command of Union defenses in and 
around Washington, D.C., as Confederates under General Jubal A. Early withdraw 
toward Leesburg to recross the Potomac River. 

South: General Braxton Bragg, sent to General Joseph E. Johnston’s headquarters 
in Georgia to assess matters, files a predictably negative report of that commander 
to President Jefferson Davis. “It is a sad alternative, but the case seems hopeless in 
present hands,” Bragg writes. “The means are surely adequate if properly employed, 
especially the cavalry is ample.” Davis then prepares to make a dramatic change in 
commanders. 

West: General Andrew J. Smith’s column, heading south, suddenly veers east 
to Tupelo, Mississippi, ostensibly to sever the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Smith 
actually is concerned that General Nathan B. Eorrest is waiting to entrap him in 
the prairie region around nearby Okolona. Confederate cavalry begin to nip at 
Smith’s rear and flanks, but they are largely deflected. Eorrest remains eager to 
attack but still awaits the arrival of his superior. General Stephen D. Lee, and 2,000 
reinforcements. 

General William T. Sherman finishes moving the bulk of his forces across the 
Chattahootchee River, Georgia. 

General Napoleon B. Buford leads a column of Union cavalry in pursuit of Con¬ 
federate raiders under General Joseph O. Shelby in western Tennessee. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Vicksburg destroy all bridges over the South 
River to preclude large-scale Gonfederate raids near Annapolis, Maryland. 

July 14 

West: General Jubal A. Early crosses the Potomac River at White’s Ferry and arrives 
back in Leesburg, Virginia. Union forces under General Horatio G. Wright decline 
to pursue. 

A force of 7,500 Confederates under Generals Stephen D. Lee and Nathan B. For¬ 
rest gathers to attack Union positions outside Tupelo, Mississippi. General Andrew J. 
Smith has positioned his 14,000 troops expertly along a low ridge with secure flanks 
and a clear field of fire, awaiting their approach. The Confederate attack launches 
at 7:00 a.m. and continues for three hours. They make repeated and heroic charges 
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against the waiting Federals, only to be decimated by concentrated musketry and 
artillery fire. By 1:00 p.m., Lee calls off the action and orders a withdrawal. Smith, 
enjoying a two-to one advantage in numbers, could have counterattacked and easily 
smashed the battered Confederates, but he likewise prepares to retreat. The Battle of 
Tupelo is a surprising tactical victory for the North, but it leaves Forrest’s command 
intact and still functioning. Union losses are 77 killed, 559 wounded, and 39 missing 
(674) to a Confederate tally of 210 dead and 1,116 injured (1,326). 

Naval: The USS Pequot and Commodore Morris bombard Confederate batteries at 
Malvern Hill, Virginia, in an action lasting four hours. 

The USS Paul Jones is captured in the Ossabaw Sound, Georgia, while hunting 
the CSS Water Witch. 

July 1 5 

North: Union forces under General Horatio K. Wright remain poised north of 
the Potomac River opposite Leesburg, Virginia, but they do not cross. General 
Jubal A. Early’s Confederates continue loitering in and around that town to rest 
and recuperate. 

West: General Andrew J. Smith’s Union column files through Tupelo, Mississippi, 
en route to Tennessee. Confederates under General Nathan B. Forrest, still smart¬ 
ing from their earlier reverse, hound his rear guard incessantly until their leader is 
painfully wounded. 

July 16 

Politics: A pensive president Jefferson Davis cables General Joseph E. Johnston at 
Atlanta, Georgia, “1 wish to hear from you as to present situation and your plan of 
operations so specifically as will enable me to anticipate events.” Johnston matter of 
factly replies, “As the enemy is double our number, we must be on the defensive. My 
plan of operations must therefore depend upon that of the enemy.” 

South: While General Joseph E. Johnston continues strengthening the defenses of 
Atlanta, Georgia, Union forces under General James B. McPherson begin an envel¬ 
oping movement through Decatur. 

WEST: General Jubal A. Early’s Confederates reenter the Shenandoah Valley, unen¬ 
cumbered by a Union pursuit, and push on toward Berryville. 

Naval: Confederate artillery along the James River, Virginia, engage the USS Men- 
dota, Pequot, and Commodore Morris at Eour Mile Creek. Mendota is struck several 
times and sustains damage; thereafter, enemy activity temporarily closes navigation 
on the James River. 

July 1 7 

West: General Jubal A. Early reaches Strasburg, Virginia, having brushed aside Gen¬ 
eral David Hunter’s force at Snicker’s Ferry. 

General Joseph E. Johnston is preparing to pounce on the isolated Army of the 
Cumberland under General George H. Thomas at Peachtree Creek, Georgia. Sud¬ 
denly, a telegraph from President Jefferson Davis arrives at his headquarters, out¬ 
lining his replacement by General John B. Hood, an impetuous, aggressive fighter. 
“As you failed to arrest the advance of the enemy to the vicinity of Atlanta,” it read. 
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“far in the interior of Georgia, and express no confidence that you can defeat or 
repel him, your are hereby relieved from the command of the Army and Depart¬ 
ment of Tennessee.” Davis’s meddling and personal antipathy for the irritable yet 
highly capable Johnston marks a dramatic turning point in the course of events. As 
General William T. Sherman declares. Confederate authorities “rendered us most 
valuable service.” 

General William T. Sherman’s army crosses the Chattahoochee River, only eight 
miles from Atlanta, Georgia, and approaches the city and its environs. 

July 18 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln renews his call for 500,000 volunteers and 
draftees, an unpopular move that militates against his reelection chances. 

President Jefferson Davis appoints George A. Trenholm of South Carolina as the 
new Confederate secretary of the treasury. 

With the Union army nearing the gates of Atlanta, Georgia, Mayor Thomas 
Calhoun and the city council convene for the last time, thereby concluding the rule 
of municipal government. 

South: John B. Hood is promoted to lieutenant general, C.S.A., the last such officer 
appointed, and he succeeds General Joseph E. Johnston. 

Union forces under General George H. Thomas push Confederate cavalry across 
Peachtree Creek, Georgia, prior to crossing three miles north of Atlanta. Capitaliz¬ 
ing on plans drawn up by the recently relieved General Joseph E. Johnston, General 
John B. Hood intends to catch Federal troops in the act of crossing and possibly 
defeat them piecemeal. 

West: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early repulse a Union attack on them 
at Cool Spring, Virginia. 

July 19 

West: Superior Union forces press General Jubal A. Early’s Confederates at Berry’s 
Ford and Ashby’s Gap, Virginia, as they fall back toward Winchester. 

As Union troops under General James B. McPherson push through Decatur, 
Georgia, the Army of the Cumberland under General George H. Thomas occupies 
Peachtree Creek to the north. General John B. Hood also begins to marshal Confed¬ 
erate forces for a massive strike against Thomas. 

July 20 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell surprise a brigade from 
General Stephen D. Ramseur’s division at Stephenson’s Depot, West Virginia. Con¬ 
federate losses are 73 dead, 130 wounded, and 267 captured, along with four can¬ 
non. Meanwhile, General Jubal A. Early continues withdrawing up the Shenandoah 
Valley and finally settles in at Strasburg. 

No sooner does the 20,000-man Army of the Cumberland under General George 
H. Thomas cross Peachtree Creek, Georgia, three miles north of Atlanta, than it is 
heavily attacked by 19,000 Confederates under the newly appointed general John B. 
Hood. For this purpose. Hood arrays General Alexander P. Stewart’s corps on the left. 
General WiUiam J. Hardee’s line in the center, and General Benjamin F. Cheatham’s 



472 Civil War Almanac 


1864 


corps on the right. However, Cheatham proves slow in getting into position, and the 
Confederate attack does not materialize until 4:00 p.m., giving the Federals ample 
time to prepare defenses. Fighting begins on the Union left, where two of Cheatham’s 
divisions charge General John Newton’s division, IV Corps. Despite turning Newton’s 
left and taking some headway, the Southerners are repulsed gradually by heavy artil¬ 
lery fire. In the center, Stewart directs General Einfield S. Featherston’s division into 
a gap between the Union divisions of General John W. Geary and William T. Ward. 
Fighting proves fierce, and the 26th Wisconsin, surrounded on a hillside, scavenges 
ammunition from Confederate fallen to hold their position. Eventually, a Union 
countercharge across the line throws Featherston back to his original positions. 

The hardest fighting of the day occurs on the right where General Edward G. 
Walthall’s Confederates penetrate the division of Generals Alpheus S. Williams and 
John W. Geary, XX Corps. Infiltrating along numerous ravines, they manage to 
surround Geary on three sides and press him hard for three hours. The 61st Ohio, 
which loses half its strength, shoots down charging Confederates within 10 feet of 
its line, but holds fast. A Southern breakthrough briefly threatening the flank and 
rear of General Joseph E. Knipe’s division also is repelled by artillery fire. His gambit 
having failed. Hood suspends the action at 7:00 p.m. and orders a retreat. 

Peachtree Creek is the first of Hood’s highly audacious but ultimately futile 
attempts to save Atlanta, and it costs him 2,500 men to a Union tally of 1,779 killed, 
wounded, and missing. Nonetheless, he prepares to regain lost ground as soon as 
circumstances favor the offensive. 

As the Army of the Tennessee under General James B. McPherson closes in 
on Atlanta, Georgia, from the east, his troops receive enfilade fire from a position 
known as Bald Hill. General Walter Q. Gresham is wounded, his 4th Division is 
galled by Confederate artillery, and McPherson orders troops under General Mor¬ 
timer D. Leggett to storm the strong point on the morrow. 

The Union column under General Andrew J. Smith returns to La Grange, Ten¬ 
nessee, and boards trains for Memphis. His campaign against General Nathan B. 
Forrest is cancelled, ostensibly for want of supplies, and disappoints the Union high 
command. However, it did keep the supply lines of General William T. Sherman 
open for several critical weeks as Confederate raiders are forced to regroup. 

July 21 

West: General George Crook’s force of 8,500 men occupies Winchester, Virginia, 
and he dispatches cavalry under General William W. Averell to divine Confederate 
intentions farther up the Shenandoah Valley. 

General James B. McPherson’s Union attack Confederate defenders under Gen¬ 
eral Patrick R. Cleburne at Bald Hill outside Atlanta, Georgia. General Mortimer D. 
Leggett’s men go forward covered by intense Union artillery fire and charge up the 
slopes. Both sides lose about 350 casualties before the Federals stand victorious on 
the hillcrest, and Cleburne withdraws. The Union now enjoys a vantage point from 
which artillery fire can rain down on the city. 

Unbeknownst to McPherson, General John B. Hood is preparing a massive 
strike against his Army of the Tennessee. To that end, he orders the corps of General 
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William J. Hardee to slip carefully out from behind its fortifications in Atlanta, 
execute a 15-mile night march to Decatur, and place his troops behind the Union 
flank and rear. Hood is counting on McPherson’s lack of a cavalry screen to render 
Hardee’s approach undetectable. 

Naval: The USS Prairie Bird captures the steamer Union on the Mississippi River 
for trading with the enemy. 

July 22 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis orders General Edmund Kirby-Smith to assist 
the Army of Tennessee under General John B. Hood. In light of the fact that Federal 
gunboats patrol the Mississippi River, this proves an impossible order to fulfill. 
South: General Edward O. G. Ord officially is made commander of the XVIII 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

West: General Horatio K. Wright and his VI Corps are withdrawn from the Shenan¬ 
doah region, and command devolves on General George Crook at Kernstown, Vir¬ 
ginia. General Jubal A. Early, with Confederate forces concentrated behind Cedar 
Creek near Strasburg, welcomes the news and prepares to advance and attack scat¬ 
tered Union forces. 

General Lovell H. Rosseau concludes his successful raid into northern Alabama, 
having destroyed miles of track belonging to the Montgomery and West Point Rail¬ 
road. His losses are 12 killed and 30 wounded. 

General John B. Hood initiates the Battle of Atlanta by ordering General William J. 
Hardee’s corps to strike at the Army of the Tennessee under General James B. McPher¬ 
son. The Southerners slightly outnumber their opponents by 36,000 to 30,000. How¬ 
ever, Hardee errs by not pushing troops far enough to the east, and instead of turning 
McPherson’s left flank, he strikes it head on. The Confederate divisions of Generals 
William H. T. Walker and William B. Bate then charge the Federals ferociously but are 
repelled in bloody fighting by the XVI Corps of General Grenville M. Dodge. Tragedy 
then strikes Union forces as McPherson, reconnoitering ahead of his troops, encoun¬ 
ters a Confederate picket and is shot dead. General James A. Logan succeeds him in 
command just as the veteran divisions of GeneraJs Patrick R. Cleburne and George E. 
Manley lace into General Francis M. Blair’s XVII Corps on the Union right. Fighting 
is intense and deadly as Southerners exploit a gap in the Federal line, but the bluecoats 
hold firm until a reserve brigade arrives and forces their assailants back. 

The final act to play out occurs at the Union center, when Hood commits Gen¬ 
eral Benjamin F. Cheatham’s corps and General Gustavus W. Smith’s Georgia mili¬ 
tia against Logan’s own XV Corps. Charging Confederates briefly penetrate Union 
lines as far as the Georgia Railroad and then stall in the face of stiffening resistance. 
Reinforced Federals then storm across the field in turn, driving the graycoats before 
them and retaking their position. Repulsed across the line. Hood concedes defeat 
and withdraws. 

Hood’s second sortie from Atlanta proves another failure that costs him 8,000 
casualties. Union losses are 430 killed, 1,559 wounded, and 1,733 missing (3,722). 
The foremost fatality is the popular and capable McPherson, a close friend and 
confident of his feUow Ohioan, General William T. Sherman. 
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Naval: An armed landing party from the USS Oneida captures a Confederate cav¬ 
alry patrol near Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

July 23 

Politics: The Louisiana State Convention adopts a new constitution that outlaws 
slavery. 

South: General Robert E. Lee, wary of a Union thrust north of the James River, 
orders General Joseph B. Kershaw to move his division to the vicinity of Darbytown, 
Virginia, and await developments. 

General David B. Birney takes charge of the X Corps, Army of the Potomac. 
West: Union cavalry under General Alfred N. Duffie skirmish with Confederate 
troopers two miles south of Winchester, Virginia, amid telling signs of a Southern 
resurgence in the Shenandoah Valley. In fact. General Jubal A. Early is close at hand 
with 14,000 men and intends to strike the 8,500-man garrison of General George 
Crook’s VIII Corps at Kernstown. That commander, alerted as to Confederate inten¬ 
tions, assumes defensive positions below the town. 

Naval: The USS Prairie Bird rescues 350 survivors from the sinking army transport 
B. M. Banyan after it hits a snag off Shipworth’s Landing, Mississippi. 

July 24 

West: General Jubal A. Early’s 14,000 Confederates engage the smaller Union VIII 
Corps under General George Crook at Kernstown, Virginia. Early, who deploys his 
army before the town, orders General John C. Breckinridge to outflank the Federals 
position on their left as Generals John B. Gordon and Gabriel C. Wharton engage 
them frontally. Crook’s 8,500 men initially withstand several charges until they are 
finally flanked by Breckinridge while struck frontally by Gordon. They bolt from 
the field and flee up the Valley Pike toward Bunker Hill, West Virginia, 12 miles 
distant. Crook’s defeat would have been much costlier, but Early mishandles his 
cavalry, and he escapes intact. Union losses are 1,185, including 479 captured; Con¬ 
federate casualties are unknown but presumably lighter. This easy triumph further 
emboldens the aggressive Early, who prepares his command for a new invasion of 
Pennsylvania. Unfortunately for the South, his success also convinces the political 
establishment in Washington, D.C., that vigorous new leadership is necessary to 
secure the Shenandoah region. 

Naval: Confederate raiders capture and burn the steamer Kingston after it grounds 
near Windmill Point on the Virginia shore. 

July 25 

West: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early pursue the defeated Federals of 
General George Crook to Bunker Hill, West Virginia. Heavy rain impedes marching 
on both sides. 

General William T. Sherman orders the cavalry division of General George 
Stoneman to prepare for an extended raid into the Georgia countryside for the 
purpose of cutting the Macon and Western Railroad into Atlanta. He also shifts the 
axis of his approach toward that city from north and east to west, and orders the 
Army of the Tennessee, now under General John A. Logan, to march from the right 
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wing to the left. Howard’s objective is the town of East Point, Georgia, where the 
Macon and Western and Atlanta and West Point railroads converge. These tracks 
represent General John B. Hood’s last line of supply to and from Atlanta. 

General John Pope, commanding the Department of the Northwest, orders a 
new expedition against hostile Lakota (Sioux). 

Naval: Acting master’s mate John Woodman leads a daring night reconnaissance 
effort up the Roanoke River to Plymouth, North Carolina, to ascertain the condi¬ 
tion of the Confederate ram CSS Albemarle. This imposing warship has remained 
an object of Union consternation for several months and restricts them from com¬ 
mitting offensive operations in and around Plymouth. 

The USS Undine strikes a snag in the Tennessee River near Clifton, Tennessee, 
and sinks. Beforehand, acting master John L. Bryant removes several cannon and 
plants them in the city to defend it from marauding Confederates. 

July 26 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant orders Generals Winfield S. Hancock and Philip 
H. Sheridan to mount a large-scale diversionary attack north of the James River to 
assist the upcoming assault on Petersburg, slated for July 30. He anticipates that the 
move will force General Robert E. Lee to shift his men northward, thereby weak¬ 
ening the city’s defenses in time for Grant’s main attack. Furthermore, should the 
diversion succeed, Sheridan is to take his troopers on a raid against either Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia, or the Virginia Central Railroad. 

General Dabney H. Maury is assigned commander of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

West: General Oliver O. Howard formally succeeds to command the Army of the 
Tennessee, replacing the slain James B. McPherson. General David S. Stanley then 
replaces him as head of the IV Corps. 

Union cavalry under General George A. Stoneman depart the Atlanta, Georgia, 
region on a major raid toward Macon. He is ordered to feint east toward Augusta 
before turning southwest toward his objective at Lovejoy’s Station. There, Stone- 
man will also link up with another mounted division under General Edward M. 
McCook. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Shokokon is attacked at Turkey Bend, Virginia, 
forcing that vessel to come up and lend supporting fire. 

July 27 

North: General Henry W. Halleck, chief of staff, assumes new responsibilities as 
head of the Union Middle Department, and the Departments of Washington, West 
Virginia, and the Susquehanna. 

South: General Winfield S. Hancock moves his II Corps over the James River, 
closely followed by General Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry division. Advancing on 
New Market, Virginia, as far as Deep Bottom Run, their column encounters unex¬ 
pectedly heavy resistance from Confederates under General Cadmus M. Wilcox. 
Sheridan, meanwhile, shifts troopers northward around Hancock’s right flank and 
begins to probe down the Darbytown Road before running headlong into General 
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Henry Heth’s division. General Ulysses S. Grant subsequently arrives on the scene 
to supervise Union operations north of the James River. 

WEST: Rather than storm the heavily fortified defenses of Atlanta, Georgia, General 
William T. Sherman resolves on partial siege while dispatching cavalry raids against 
railroads and other supply lines into the city. 

General Joseph Hooker resigns as commander of the XX Corps in a snit and is 
replaced by General Alpheus S. Williams. 

General George Stoneman disregards orders to ride toward Lovejoy’s Station, 
Georgia, and gallops due south, leaving General Kenner Garrard and 2,000 troopers 
to hold Flat Rock. Stoneman hopes to score a spectacular coup by liberating thou¬ 
sands of Union prisoners held at Macon and Andersonville. 

Southwest: Confederate Cherokees under General Stand Watie and Texas cavalry 
under Colonel Richard M. Gano capture a small Union outpost near Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. 

Naval: The Federal tugs Belle, Martin, and Hoyt are fitted with spar torpedoes off 
New Bern, North Carolina, which are intended for use against any Confederate 
ironclads in that vicinity. 

Union boat crews secretly slip into Mobde Bay, Alabama, at night, and begin to 
mark Confederate torpedo fields with buoys. 

July 28 

South: As Union forces under General Winfield S. Hancock and Philip H. Sheridan 
continue probing Confederate lines along the Darbytown Road, Virginia, General 
Joseph B. Kershaw’s Confederates surprise and charge the Union troopers. Sher¬ 
idan’s force dismounts and repulses the attack, and they seize 300 prisoners and 
two battle flags. General Ulysses S. Grant, however, views Southern defenses in the 
vicinity as impenetrable, and he orders Hancock and Sheridan withdrawn back to 
the Petersburg lines. Three days of fighting cost the Union 334 casualties. 

West: General Jubal A. Early dispatches 2,500 cavalry under General John McCaus- 
land with orders to seize Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. He is then to demand money 
and gold from the inhabitants or burn the village to the ground. 

General Oliver O. Howard and the Army of the Tennessee advance on East 
Point, Georgia, determined to sever the last remaining rail lines into Atlanta. But 
Confederate general John B. Hood divines Howard’s intent and tries to stay an elab¬ 
orate ambush by dispatching the corps of Generals Stephen D. Lee and Alexander P. 
Stewart to hit the Union left flank near Ezra Church and roll it up. The Southerners 
advance as ordered, but instead of hitting Howard’s flank, they mistakenly veer into 
the front of General John A. Logan’s VX Corps. The tactically astute Logan barri¬ 
cades his men at right angles to Howard’s line and is strongly positioned to resist an 
attack. Lee nonetheless commits his men to charge and is beaten off bloodily three 
times. Stewart then adds his command to the fray and likewise is defeated. By the 
time the Confederates depart Ezra Church, they have lost upward of 5,000 men to 
a Union tally of only 562. The battle did stop Union forces from severing Atlanta’s 
supply line, but it so depletes the Army of Tennessee that General John B. Hood is 
hereafter forced on the defensive. 
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Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler attack and defeat Union 
troopers under General Kenner Garrard at Flatshoals, Georgia, forcing him to with¬ 
draw north. 

General Alfred Sully engages a large number of hostile Teton Lakota (Sioux) 
Indians in their camp at Killdeer Mountain (North Dakota). Sully is looking for 
remnants of the Santee (Eastern Sioux) warriors who had instigated a bloody 
uprising in Minnesota two years earlier, especially their notorious chief Ink- 
paduta. He sought refuge among his Teton brethren, who prepare to give battle 
rather than surrender him. Sully takes the unusual measure of deploying his 3,000 
men in a hollow square and advancing in this formation toward the camp. This 
walking wall of firepower gradually evicts the Teton from their campsite, and they 
flee, losing an estimated 150 warriors. Sully sustains five killed and 10 wounded. 
Southwest: Confederate Cherokee under General Stand Watie and Texas cavalry 
under Colonel Richard M. Gano attack and destroy Union haying operations at 
Blackburn’s Prairie, Indian Territory. 

Naval: The USS Agwam and Mendota bombard Confederate artillery at Four Mile 
Creek on the James River, Virginia. 

July 29 

North: Confederate cavalry under General John McCausland cross the Potomac 
River at Cave Spring, west of Williamsport, Maryland, causing a local panic. His 
progress is somewhat delayed by a small body of Federal troops, whose determined 
stand enables trains to depart Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, with valuable supplies 
and equipment. 

South: With an explosive-laden tunnel successfully completed beneath Confederate 
lines outside Petersburg, Virginia, General Ambrose E. Burnside prepares General 
Edward Ferrero’s division of African Americans to charge into the breech follow¬ 
ing its detonation. Burnside, however, is stopped by Generals Ulysses S. Grant and 
George Gordon Meade, who feel they might be accused of sacrificing black troops if 
the scheme backfires. Burnside thereupon orders one of his three untrained, white 
divisions into line. Lots are drawn, and it falls on General James H. Ledlie to spear¬ 
head the assault. 

West: Union cavalry under General Edward M. McCook seize Jonesboro, Georgia, 
and begin to tear up track and demolish rolling stock. 

Naval: The USS Whitehead escorts army steamers Thomas Coyler and Massasoit 
up the Chowan River, North Carolina, capturing the Confederate steamer Arrow 
en route. 

July 30 

North: A force of 2,500 Confederate cavalry under General John McCausland 
occupies Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, at 5:30 a.m. McCausland then rouses the 
inhabitants out of bed and demands either S 100,000 in gold or S500,00 in cash 
to compensate for houses previously burned in the Shenandoah Valley. When the 
residents fail to produce the amount demanded, Southerners, somewhat abetted by 
liquor, systematically begin to fire the town. By early afternoon, 550 houses smolder 
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in ruins, with 3,000 people homeless. McCausland then gallops off toward McCon- 
nellsburg. The damage inflicted amounts to $1.6 million. 

South: At 3:30 a.m., the “Battle of the Crater” unfolds as fuses to an explosive-laden 
tunnel dug beneath Confederate lines at Petersburg are lit. They fail to explode as 
planned, so volunteers are sent back down the shaft to relight them. At 4:45 a.m., the 
ground beneath Elliott’s Salient erupts furiously, destroying an artillery emplace¬ 
ment and killing 278 South Carolinian troops. The Union forces, equally stunned, 
pause for 15 minutes before charging into the smoking crater, measuring 170 feet 
long, 80 feet wide, and 30 feet deep. But General James H. Ledlie absents himself 
from the proceedings, and his advance stalls at the bottom of the pit. Confederate 
forces, recovering from the shock, quickly rush reinforcements to the threatened 
point and shoot downward into the milling, leaderless Federals. General Edward 
Ferrero’s African-American division is then committed to the fray and is repelled 
bloodily at the crater’s rim by Confederates under General William Mahone. By 1:00 
P.M., the attack, a disastrous failure, is called off Union losses amount to 504 killed, 
1,881 wounded, and 1,413 missing (3,798), while the Southerners suffer 361 killed, 
727 injured, and 403 missing (1,491). Grant himself calls it “the saddest affair I ever 
witnessed in the war.” 

WEST: General Henry W. Slocum becomes commander of the Union XX Corps in 
Georgia. 

Union cavalry under General Edward M. McCook are defeated by General 
Joseph Wheeler’s troopers at Newman, Georgia. Surrounded by five enemy brigades, 
McGook orders his men to cut their way through enemy lines and regroup north of 
the Chattahoochee River. This desperate maneuver succeeds, although Union losses 
include 500 men, their pack train, and two cannon. 

General George Stoneman’s cavalry engage 2,500 Confederates and Georgia 
militia outside Macon, Georgia. The Kentucky troopers under his command charge 
the rebel barricades and are repulsed. But no further attacks are mounted as the 
enlistment period for these volunteers is about to expire and they are far more 
interested in surviving than fighting. Disgusted, Stoneman has little recourse but to 
abandon plans to liberate Union prisoners at Andersonville and spurs his command 
south toward Pensacola, Florida. 

Southwest: Confederate forces reoccupy Brownstown, Texas. 

Confederate Cherokee under General Stand Watie and Texas cavalry under Col¬ 
onel Richard M. Gano sack and destroy a Fort Smith commissary post, absconding 
with $130,000 worth of food and clothing. 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Potomska captures and wrecks two Confeder¬ 
ate saltworks on the Black River, Georgia. However, the men are hotly pursued by 
Confederates, and only the presence of their rapid-fire Spencer carbines prevents 
their capture. 

July 31 

North: General John McCausland’s Confederate cavalry occupy Hancock, Mary¬ 
land, from which he demands $30,000 and cooked rations. The men then ride onto 
Bevansville for the evening. 
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West: General George Stoneman’s cavalry column departs the outskirts of Macon, 
Georgia, and attempts circling around the city to cross the Ocmulgee River. He 
advances as far as Hillsboro before being set upon by General Alfred Iverson and 
three brigades of Confederate troopers near Sunshine Church. Stoneman tries fight¬ 
ing his way out of encirclement but ultimately surrenders with 700 men. However, 
brigades under Colonels Horace Capron and Silas Adams cut themselves free and 
gallop off with Colonel’s William C. R Breckinridge’s Confederates giving chase. 
Stoneman’s ambitious raid is the biggest cavalry fiasco of the war and nearly para¬ 
lyzes General William T. Sherman’s mounted arm for several weeks. 

Naval: With the assistance of the pump steamer Little Champion, the USS Undine is 
refloated on the Tennessee River, repaired, and gradually pressed back into service. 

August 1 

North: General Philip H. Sheridan is chosen to head the Army of the Shenandoah 
with the specific goal of defeating Confederate forces under General Jubal A. Early. 

Confederate cavalry under General John McCausland ride through Cumber¬ 
land, Maryland, skirmish with Union forces under General Benjamin F. Kelley en 
route, and then settle in near Old Town for the evening. 

WEST: Fighting continues between the mounted forces of Generals Napoleon B. 
Buford and Joseph O. Shelby at Bardstown and New Haven, Kentucky. 

Union artillery commences a protracted bombardment of Atlanta, Georgia. 

A Union cavalry column under Colonels Horace Capron and Silas Adams advances 
toward Athens, Georgia, intending to take the town by storm, but they abandon the 
attempt after being misled by a guide. The two columns then separate and ride on, 
body pursued by Colonel William C. P. Breckinridge’s Confederate troopers. 

Union cavalry under General Alfred Pleasonton overrun several guerrilla camps 
near Independence, Missouri. 

August 2 

North: General John McCausland’s Confederate cavalry column disperses a Union 
artillery detachment and captures Old Town, Maryland, astride the Potomac River. 
They then cross the river and set up an encampment at Springfield, West Virginia. 
South: Union forces under General Edward R. S. Canby begin a concerted advance 
on Mobile, Alabama, while General Gordon Granger commands troops landing in 
Mobile Bay. 

Southwest: Confederate Cherokee under General Stand Watie and Texas cavalry 
under Colonel Richard M. Gano briefly shell Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Naval: A landing party of 115 Union sailors under Commander George M. Colvo- 
coresses of the USS Saratoga raids a Confederate coastal guard meeting at McIntosh 
Court House, Georgia, and returns with 26 captives and 22 horses. 

Confederate agents abandon attempts to sail the CSS Rappahannock out of 
French waters as the government will allow only a 35-man crew. 

August 3 

North: General Jubal A. Early’s Confederates withdraw from Maryland and back 
into West Virginia. 
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General David Hunter dispatches 1,500 Union cavalry under General William 
W. Averell from West Virginia into Maryland to find and defeat Gonfederate raiders 
under General John McGausland. 

A Union cavalry column under Colonel Horace Capron encamps at Jug Tavern, 
Georgia, where it is suddenly attacked at dawn by Confederate troopers under Colo¬ 
nel William C. P. Breckinridge. The routed Federals hastily scamper across a nearby 
bridge until it collapses into Mulberry Creek, drowning scores of men and horses. 
Union losses are estimated at 250. 

South: General Gordon Granger lands 1,300 Union troops on Dauphin Island, 
Alabama, but fails to storm Fort Gaines at the entrance of Mobile Bay. He spends 
the next two days building artillery emplacements for a siege. 

WEST: General Andrew J. Smith is dispatched on another expedition to Columbus, 
Mississippi, against the ever-troublesome General Nathan B. Forrest. 

Naval: The USS Miami bombards Confederate artillery positions at Wilcox’s Land¬ 
ing, Virginia. 

Armed Union boats make a final nighttime foray into Mobile Bay, Alabama, 
marking Confederate torpedo fields with buoys and disabling them when practical. 

August 4 

West: Confederate cavalry under General John McGausland attack part of the Bal¬ 
timore and Ohio Railroad at New Creek, West Virginia, but they are repulsed. They 
then ride to a new encampment at nearby Moorefield to rest their mounts. 

General William T. Sherman, pursuant to a strategy of circling Atlanta, Georgia, 
from the west, orders General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio, reinforced by 
General John M. Palmers XIV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, to storm Confeder¬ 
ate earthworks near Utoy Creek. Success here places him within two miles of the 
strategic railroad junction at East Point. 

General Sterling Price receives permission from Confederate authorities to pre¬ 
pare an invasion of Missouri for the early fall. 

Naval: The USS Miami and Osceola attack and disperse Confederate artillery gath¬ 
ered near Harrison’s Landing on the James River, Virginia. 

August 5 

Politics: Radical Republicans Benjamin Wade and Henry W. Davis denounce 
President Abraham Lincoln for vetoing the bill they have sponsored and openly 
campaign to depose him. “The authority of Congress is paramount and must be 
respected,” they insist. 

North: Union cavalry under General WiUiam W. Averell is apprised of recent Con¬ 
federate activity at New Creek, West Virginia, and stealthily begin to approach their 
encampment at Moorefield. 

South: Confederate forces abandon Fort PoweU, Mobile Bay, Alabama, once Fed¬ 
eral warships slip past and begin to bombard it from behind. 

WEST: General John M. Schofield maneuvers the Army of the Ohio to assault Con¬ 
federate defenses at Utoy Creek, Georgia, but a command dispute with General John 
M. Palmer, XIV Corps, delays his projected assault until the following day. During 
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the impasse, General William B. Bate’s Confederate division strengthens his position 
with abatis and earthworks. 

Naval: At 6:00 a.m., Admiral David G. Farragut launches an all-out attack to cap¬ 
ture Mobile Bay, Alabama. He approaches his objective with the ironclad monitors 
USS Tecumseh, Manhattan, Winnebago, and Chickasaw in the van while his remain¬ 
ing 14 wooden warships are lashed together in pairs, with smaller vessels tied on the 
outside and away from Confederate defenses. The armada then approaches the bay 
and heavy cannon at Fort Morgan commence to shell them as they pass by. Disaster 
then suddenly strikes when Tecumseh detonates a torpedo and sinks 30 seconds later 
with the loss of 90 crewmen. Brooklyn, the next lead vessel, suddenly reverses its 
engine and backs up, causing the squadron to jam up dangerously. An anxious Far¬ 
ragut, lashed to the rigging of his screw sloop Hartford, inquires what the problem 
is, and Brooklyn’s captain responds “torpedoes!” “Damn the torpedoes, full speed 
ahead!” is Farragut’s immortal (and apocryphal) reply so Hartford plunges directly 
into the Confederate minefield. The fleet immediately closes up and steams ahead 
while, miraculously no other vessels are lost. 

Having overcome one major obstacle, Farragut next confronts the large Confed¬ 
erate ram CSS Tennessee under Admiral James Buchanan. Tennessee sorties against 
the entire Union fleet, escorted by smaller warships Selma, Morgan, and Gaines, and 
tries ramming the Hartford. Farragut easily dodges his slower adversary while all 17 
ships of the squadron pummel it with intense cannon fire. In short order, the Gaines 
sinks, Selma surrenders, and Morgan beaches itself This leaves Tennessee alone to 
face the entire Union fleet, and Buchanan orders it under the protection of Fort 
Morgan’s guns to effect repairs. 



Battle of Mobile Bay Augusts, 1864 Painting by Xanthus Smith, 1 890 (U.S. Naval Academy Museum) 
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By 9:00 a.m., Buchanan judges the battle lost but refuses to surrender. He then 
leads the Tennessee out on a suicide mission against Farragut’s squadron in the bay. 
Faster Union vessels quickly surround the lumbering ram as it fails to strike several 
targets, while rifled cannon fire blasts away its smokestack and steering chains. His 
ship now adrift and armor plates buckling under the weight of Union ordnance, the 
seriously wounded Buchanan finally lowers his flag at 10:00 a.m. By dint of daring 
and expert seamanship, Farragut wins his second decisive gamble of the Civil War 
and closes the Confederacy’s last remaining port on the Gulf Coast. Union losses 
are 145 killed and 170 wounded while the defeated Southerners report 12 dead and 
20 injured. 

August 6 

South: Responding to pleas from General Jubal A. Early in the Shenandoah Valley, 
General Robert E. Lee dispatches the infantry division of Joseph B. Kershaw and 
the cavalry division of General Fitzhugh Lee from Richmond, Virginia, as rein¬ 
forcements. With them, Lee hopes that Early may blunt the new Federal offensive 
developing against him. 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan arrives at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, to assume 
command of the Army of the Shenandoah. This consists of the VI Corps under 
General Horatio G. Wright, the Vlll Corps under General George Grook, and the 
XIX Corps under General William H. Emory, and three cavalry divisions under 
General Alfred T. A. Torbert—a total of 43,000 men. 

General William W. Averell passes through Romney, West Virginia, en route 
to Confederate encampments near Moorefield, taking great precautions to seize 
all outlaying pickets first. Once positioned, he intends to attack the main camp 
directly while sending a detachment to strike from the east. Averell rests his horses 
for several hours and then begins to advance on his quarry, covered by early morn¬ 
ing darkness. 

General John M. Schofield attacks Utoy Greek, Georgia, to seize the nearby rail¬ 
road junction at East Point. He dispatches two brigades under Generals Jacob B. 
Gox and Milo Hascall at 10:00 a.m., but the former is pinned down by enemy fire 
from across Sandtown Road. Cox then rallies and charges three times but is repulsed 
with heavy losses. On his right, Hascall enjoys better success driving the Southerners 
back, but fighting ceases after nightfall and a heavy rain. 

General Frederick Steele launches a campaign from Little Rock, Arkansas, 
intending to defeat General Joseph O. Shelby near the Little Red River. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Lieutenant John T. Wood 
slips out of Wilmington, North Carolina, commencing a three-week cruise that nets 
33 Union vessels. 

The much-feared Confederate ram CSS Albemarle departs Plymouth, North 
Carolina, and steams down the Roanoke River, anchoring near its mouth. 

The ironclad monitor USS Chickasaw commences to bombard Port Powell, 
Mobile Bay, Alabama, forcing the garrison under Colonel James M. Williams to 
evacuate the post. The rest of the Union fleet unleashes a tremendous bombard¬ 
ment against nearby Fort Gaines, which remains defiant. This is despite the fact 
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that Union monitors sail to within point-blank range of its walls, firing 100-pound 
shells. 

August 7 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant’s choice of 33-year-old General Philip H. Sheridan 
to lead the newly designated Army of the Shenandoah causes concern for President 
Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. Both fear that the youth¬ 
ful Sheridan is too inexperienced for so delicate a mission, but Grant reiterates his 
desire to have this aggressive, headstrong firebrand at the helm. 

South: Having weathered a terrific bombardment from land and sea forces. Colo¬ 
nel Charles D. Anderson receives a flag of truce sent by Admiral David G. Farragut 
and agrees to surrender Fort Gaines, Mobile Bay, Alabama, on the morrow. 

West: Union cavalry under General William W. Averell surprise General Bradley T. 
Johnson’s Confederate troopers at Moorefield, West Virginia. The brigade of Major 
Thomas Gibson gallops through their camp before dawn, routing them and then 
pursues fleeing survivors of the 8th Virginia Cavalry into the Potomac River. Aver- 
ell’s second brigade under Colonel William H. Powell shortly after strikes General 
John McCausland’s camp in identical fashion, overcomes determined resistance 
from the 21st Virginia Cavalry, and routs the Southerners. Averell reports taking 
420 captives, 400 horses, three flags, and four cannon. Union losses are nine killed 
and 32 wounded. Johnson subsequently accuses McCausland of neglect of duty, 
although an inquiry is never held. The defeat also reinforces General Jubal A. Early’s 
perception that his mounted arm is of limited use. 

General John M. Schofield moves his Army of the Ohio forward from Utoy 
Creek to the important rail junction at East Point, Georgia, and beholds extensive 
Confederate fortifications there. He then declines attacking and orders his men to 
fortify positions along Sandtown Road. Fighting in the vicinity costs the Union 306 
casualties while the Confederates incur less than 100. 

August 8 

South: Colonel Charles D. Anderson formally surrenders Fort Gaines, Mobile Bay 
Alabama, following a prolonged naval bombardment. The victorious Union fleet 
then replenishes its ammunition and assumes bombardment positions off Fort 
Morgan, the final domino to fall. 

Naval: The USS Violet ran aground on a bar off Cape Fear River, North Carolina, 
and is burned by its crew. 

August 9 

South: General Jefferson C. Davis assumes command of the Union XIV Corps in 
Georgia. 

Colonel John S. Mosby routs a larger Union detachment at Fairfax Station, 
Virginia. 

Confederate saboteurs detonate a 12-pound torpedo on a large Union transport 
at City Point, Virginia. The ensuing explosion ignites chain reactions of stored ord¬ 
nance throughout the city showering General Ulysses S. Grant with debris. Casual¬ 
ties total 43 killed and 126 injured. 
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Federal troops begin formally investing Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, 
ringing it with cannon and warships, but General Richard L. Page, a former ship¬ 
mate of Admiral David G. Farragut, refuses to surrender. 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan marshals his forces for a push from Flalltown 
and Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, down the Shenandoah Valley. His objective is the 
camp of General Jubal A. Early’s Army of the Valley, encamped at Bunker HUl, West 
Virginia, only 12 miles distant. 

General William T. Sherman, having dragged several large Parrott rifles and 
siege guns up to Bald Hill, Georgia, orders them to begin to bombard Atlanta and its 
environs. For the next two weeks Union cannon rain down 5,000 shots a day on the 
beleaguered inhabitants, as much to undermine their morale as to cause damage. 
Naval: The USS Catskill attacks and sinks the Confederate blockade-runner Prince 
Albert off Fort Moultrie, South Garolina. 

Admiral David G. Farragut’s squadron intensely bombards Fort Morgan, Mobile 
Bay, Alabama, after General Richard L. Page refuses to surrender. The newly cap¬ 
tured GSS Tennessee is also towed into position by the USS Port Royal, now manned 
by Union gunners. The fleet is assisted further by 3,000 infantry under General 
Gordon Granger, who contribute land artillery and sniper fire to the barrage. 

August 10 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan leads Union forces out of Harper’s Ferry and into 
the Shenandoah Valley as General Jubal A. Early falls back on Winchester, Virginia. 

Unable to overcome Union superiority in numbers. General John B. Hood 
dispatches 4,500 crack cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler from Covington, 
Georgia. There he is to disrupt General William T. Sherman’s supply lines north of 
Atlanta, Georgia, and then wreak havoc throughout eastern Tennessee. Hood antici¬ 
pates that by sabotaging the critical Macon and Western Railroad, Federal forces will 
be obliged to either fall back or face starvation. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
takes and burns six Union prizes within 80 miles of Sandy Hook, New Jersey. 

The transport steamer Empress is attacked by a Confederate battery on the 
Mississippi River at Gaines Landing, Arkansas. The Federal gunboat USS Romeo 
eventually arrives, silences the Confederates, and tows the hapless vessel to safety. 
The Southerners are defeated, but both vessels incur serious damage. Empress alone 
sustains 63 hits. 

August 11 

West: Confederates under General Jubal A. Early fall back on Cedar Creek, Virginia, 
as invigorated Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan pursue. 

Naval: Confederate batteries at Gaines’s Landing, Arkansas, engage the Pederal 
gunboats USS Prairie Bird and Romeo in a lengthy exchange before being silenced. 

August 12 

West: Continual skirmishing erupts between the armies of Generals Philip H. Sher¬ 
idan and Jubal A. Early along Cedar Creek, as neither side feels sufficiently strong 
to initiative offensive action. 
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Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
takes and burns six more prizes off the New York coast. 

August 13 

South: On learning that large Southern reinforcements are being transferred to 
the Shenandoah theater from Deep Bottom Run, Virginia, General Ulysses S. Grant 
orders General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps, the X Corps of General David B. 
Birney, and the 2nd Cavalry Division under General David M. Gregg to strike Con¬ 
federate defenses there. If successful. Union troops can break through 10 miles 
southeast of Richmond. 

The 43rd Virginia Cavalry under Colonel John S. Mosby captures Berryville, 
Virginia, along with a Union supply train, 500 horses, 200 head of cattle, and several 
prisoners. 

General John G. Parke is appointed commander of the IX Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

West: Skirmishing commences between the cavalry forces of General Joseph A. 
Mower and Nathan B. Forrest at Hurricane Creek, Mississippi. 

General Alfred Pleasonton conducts large-scale antiguerrilla actions against Wil¬ 
liam C. QuantriU’s raiders in La Fayette, Saline, and Howard counties, Missouri. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
takes and burns the Union schooner Lammont Du Pont and the bark Glenavon a 
few miles from New York City, and a greatly alarmed commercial sector appeals to 
Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles for navy ships to destroy “the pirate.” 

The USS Agwam trades fire with several Confederate batteries along Forty Mile 
Creek on the James River. 

A Confederate squadron consisting of CSS Virginia IT Richmond, Fredericks¬ 
burg, Hampton, Drewry, and Nansemond shells Union army positions at Dutch Gap, 
Virginia, for 12 hours before withdrawing back up the James River. The damage 
inflicted is slight. 

August 14 

South: General Winfield S. Hancock moves his II Corps, General David B. Birney’s 
X Corps, and the 2nd Cavalry Division over the James River toward Deep Bottom 
Run, Virginia. However, his initial probes are repulsed with 500 casualties, indicat¬ 
ing that Confederate defenses are still fully manned. 

West: General Richard H. Anderson arrives at Fort Royal, Virginia, with a 
Confederate infantry and cavalry division, prior to entering the Shenandoah 
Valley. General Philip H. Sheridan’s lines of communication now possibly are 
threatened, so he orders General Wesley Merritt’s cavalry division to reconnoiter 
Fort Royal and ascertain enemy strength and intentions. Meanwhile, the bulk 
of Union forces withdraw north of Halltown in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, 
West Virginia. 

Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler attack and destroy tracks 
belonging to the Western and Atlantic Railroad south of Dalton, Georgia. However, 
he is unable to overpower the town’s Union garrison, so then he gallops north into 
Tennessee for similar work. 



486 Civil War Almanac 


1864 


Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
captures and sinks the Union ship James Littlefield in the Atlantic. 

August 15 

South: General David B. Birney maneuvers his X Corps down the Charles City 
Road, intending to attack Bussell’s Mills, Virginia, on the following day. General 
Gouverneur K. Warren also marches his V Corps from the Union right flank to the 
left for an eventual strike against the strategic Weldon Railroad. 

The army of General William T. Sherman continues advancing southwest of 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Union forces under General John R Hatch raid the Florida Railroad near Gaines¬ 
ville, Florida. 

General Richard Taylor is appointed commander of the Confederate Depart¬ 
ment of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

West: Union and Confederate forces skirmish at Cedar Creek, Virginia, and once 
General Philip H. Sheridan withdraws toward Winchester, General Jubal A. Early 
follows. Sheridan is instructed by General Ulysses S. Grant to act cautiously, as the 
Confederates opposite him are believed to number 40,000 and, furthermore, given 
President Abraham Lincoln’s precarious political future, an embarrassing defeat 
must be avoided at all costs. Early, however, misinterprets this behavior as timidity 
on Sheridan’s part, a miscalculation for which he pays dearly. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
captures and scuttles six more Union schooners off the New England coast. 

The USS Niagara seizes the British steamer Georgia off the coast of Portugal. 
That vessel, previously serving the Confederacy as CSS Georgia, had been sold to 
British merchants and is now confiscated on account of its prior activity. A prize 
court in Boston subsequently condemns the vessel. 

August 16 

South: General David B. Birney’s X Corps attacks Confederate positions along the 
Darbytown Road and achieves a minor breakthrough at Eussell’s Mills. However, 
he lacks manpower to exploit his success, and a swift Southern counterattack by 
General Charles W. field seals the breach. Union casualties amount to 2,000, the 
Confederates half that amount. 

West: Union cavalry under General Wesley Merritt engage General Richard H. 
Anderson’s Confederate division at front Royal, Virginia. A swirling saber melee 
erupts between the Southern troopers of General William C. Wickham and Union 
cavalry under General Thomas C. Devlin once Gonfederates ford the Shenandoah 
River. A decisive charge by Devlin sends them scampering back across after he seizes 
two flags and 139 prisoners. At nearby Guard Hill, a Gonfederate brigade under 
General William T. Wofford receives a dismounted attack by General George A. 
Custer’s cavalry brigade. The bluecoats, armed with rapid-fire Spencer carbines, 
gradually outgun and drive the defenders from the hillside, and they break and run 
across the river in a panic. Merritt thus confirms the presence of strong Confeder¬ 
ate forces at Front Royal, a fact inducing General Philip H. Sheridan to continue 
retreating in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. 
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Colonel John S. Mosby surprises and defeats a Union force at Kernstown and 
Charlestown, West Virginia. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
captures and burns four more prizes off the New England coast. 

The USS Mount Washington, Delaware, Mackinaw, and Canonicus of the James 
River Squadron support Federal troops as they advance from Dutch Gap, Virginia. 

An armed party from the USS Saratoga again raids McIntosh County, Georgia, 
destroying a bridge and a saltworks and seizing 100 prisoners. 

August 17 

West: General Jubal A. Early attacks the Union rear guard at Winchester, Virginia, 
as General Philip H. Sheridan continues to retrograde toward Berryville. 

Naval: The Gonfederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
arrives at Halifax, Nova Scotia, to take on a supply of coal. Mortimer M. Jackson, 
the U.S. consul present, protests its arrival and alerts Commander George A. Steven 
of the USS Pontoosuc at Eastport, Maine. 

August 18 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant again refuses Confederate requests to resume 
prisoner exchanges. This deprives the South of critically needed manpower, but 
it also prolongs the hardships of Union captives languishing in poorly maintained 
Confederate prisons. In truth, the South can barely feed its own soldiers, let alone 
thousands of prisoners. 

South: Confederate forces attack General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps at Deep 
Bottom Run, Virginia, and are repelled with losses. But General Ulysses S. Grant 
remains convinced that Confederates defenses north of the James River have 
not been depleted, and he recalls Hancock’s expedition back across the river to 
Petersburg. Operations in this vicinity cost the Union 2,901 killed, wounded, and 
captured, to a Southern tally of about 1,500. The seven-day foray does, however, 
prevent General Robert E. Lee from dispatching additional reinforcements into the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

At 4:00 A.M., General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps attacks and captures 
Globe Tavern and portions of Weldon Railroad outside Petersburg, Virginia. This 
move threatens to extend Union siege lines around the city and force the Confeder¬ 
ates to defend more ground with fewer troops. But General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, 
commanding at Petersburg, quickly dispatches General Henry Heth’s division to 
slash at Warren’s left flank. Heth accordingly attacks out of dense woods around 
2:00 P.M., driving the division of General Romeyn B. Ayres before him. Timely 
Union reinforcements from Generals Samuel W. Crawford and Lysander Cutler’s 
divisions suddenly arrive and drive the Confederates back. Ayres loses about 900 
men in heavy fighting. During the night, both sides consolidate their positions and 
muster additional troops. But General Robert E. Lee cannot allow the Weldon line 
to be cut, and he prepares to take it back by force. 

WEST: General Jubal A. Early harasses General Philip H. Sheridan’s withdrawal to 
Harper’s Ferry West Virginia, by striking at Opequon Creek, Virginia. 
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A force of4,000 Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick is dispatched by 
General William T. Sherman to raid the Atlanta and West Point Railroad at Fairburn, 
Georgia. That done, he is to spur his command toward Lovejoy’s Station for similar 
work against the Macon and Western Railroad, 20 miles southeast of Atlanta. 

August 19 

South: General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps at Weldon Station is reinforced 
by three divisions of the IX Corps, plus General Gershom Mott’s division from 11 
Corps. These arrive and deploy in time to meet a large Confederate assault of several 
brigades orchestrated by General Ambrose R Hill, maneuvering to recapture the 
Weldon Railroad at all costs. Due to the thickness of the woods, Confederates under 
General William Mahone steal to within a few yards of the Union right, then rush 
fiercely, and nearly coUapse it. General Samuel W. Crawford and many of his men 
fall captive before men of the XI Corps arrive, counterattack, and force Mahone 
back into the woods. At the center. General Romeyn B. Ayres spars with General 
Henry Heth inconclusively until the Southerners finally withdraw. By nightfall, 
Warren’s position has been heavily jostled in several places, but he retains control 
of the Weldon Railroad. Union losses total 198 killed, 1,105 wounded, and 3,152 
missing (4,455); Confederate casualties are estimated at 1,600. 

WEST: The armies of General Philip H. Sheridan and Jubal A. Early continue skir¬ 
mishing in the vicinity of Winchester, West Virginia. 

Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick arrive at Jonesboro, Georgia, a 
major supply depot, and burn quantities of stores and equipment before pushing 
on to their next major objective at Lovejoy’s Station. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
departs HaJifax, Nova Scotia, and sets saiJ for WiJmington, North CaroJina. 

August 20 

South: Fighting dies down along the Weldon Railroad as the V Corps of General 
Gouverneur K. Warren entrenches and strengthens its position against possible 
Confederate attacks. 

Federal forces operating near Charleston, South Carolina, burn the town of 
LegareviUe. 

West: General Hugh J. Kilpatrick’s cavalry column gallops into Lovejoy’s Station, 
Georgia, but has only begun to tear up tracks belonging to the Macon and Western 
Railroad when it is attacked by Confederate cavalry under General William H. Jack- 
son. Stiff fighting ensues, after which the Union troops break through and escape to 
rejoin WilJiam T. Sherman’s main army near Atlanta. 

Naval: The USS Pontoosuc sorties from Eastport, Maine, to Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
but it arrives seven hours too late to stop the Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee. 
Commander John T. Wood, meanwhiJe, captures and burns the Union brig Roan 
in the North AtJantic. 

August 21 

South: GeneraJ Robert E. Lee abandons the WeJdon RaiJroad outside Petersburg, 
Virginia, after renewed attacks by GeneraJ Ambrose P. Hill fail to dislodge Union 
defenders from Globe Tavern. 
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General Richard L. Page, commanding Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, 
destroys his powder supply to preclude any chance hit by Union shells. By this time, 
no less than 25 army cannon, 16 mortars, and the guns of Admiral David G. Farra- 
gut’s entire squadron are playing upon his position. 

West: Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan successfully withdraw up 
and out of the Shenandoah Valley to FFarper’s Ferry, West Virginia. A planned attack 
by generals Jubal A. Early and Richard H. Anderson miscarries for want of close 
cooperation. 

A surprise raid by 2,000 Gonfederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest 
captures Memphis, Tennessee, and the local Union commander. General Cadwal- 
lader C. Washburn, only narrowly escapes in his nightclothes. Forrest then resumes 
raiding Federal supply lines with almost total impunity during the next two months. 
FFis success even elicits backhanded praise from Sherman, who refers to him as “that 
Devil Forrest.” 

August 22 

South: The weary II Gorps of General Winfield S. Hancock is transferred from 
the front lines at Petersburg to Reams’s Station, a quiet sector, to undertake 
fatigue duties along the Weldon Railroad. The force consists of infantry divi¬ 
sions under General John Gibbon and Nelson A. Miles, and a cavalry division 
under General David M. Gregg—tough, veteran troops but completely spent by 
constant fighting. 

West: Skirmishing continues at Charlestown, West Virginia, as Confederates under 
General Jubal A. Early continue pressing General Philip H. Sheridan near Harper’s 
Ferry. 

Naval: An armed party from the USS Potomsk raids the Satilla and White rivers, 
Georgia, taking numerous prisoners and burning supplies. 

August 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln expresses pessimism over his reelection 
chances, noting “It will be my duty to co-operate with the President elect, as to save 
the Union between the election and the inauguration, as he will have secured his 
election on such ground that he cannot possibly save it afterwards.” 

South: General Richard I. Page surrenders Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, 
after two weeks of intensive bombardment; Federal forces now completely control 
all adjoining waters. Wilmington, North Carolina, remains the only functioning 
Confederate port. 

West: Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick, bested by strong Confeder¬ 
ates defenses at Lovejoy’s Station, rejoin General William T. Sherman’s main force 
outside Decatur, Georgia. Despite grandiose claims, his recent raid against Southern 
rail lines is another failure. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Saratoga, T. A. Ward, and Braziliera conduct an 
unsuccessful raid up the Turtle River, Georgia. As they approach their objective, the 
army encampment at Bethel fires at them from the shoreline and forces the vessels 
back downstream. 
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August 24 

South: General Ambrose P. Hill sorties the Confederate III Corps out of it trenches, 
intending to strike Union positions at Reams’s Station, Virginia. 

WEST: Heavy skirmishing continues between the forces of General Frederick Steele 
and Joseph O. Shelby at Devall’s Bluff, Arkansas. 

Southwest: A party of 420 troopers of the 2nd Kansas Cavalry is attacked in camp 
by 800 Confederate Cherokee under General Stand Watie and 1,200 Texas cavalry 
under Colonel Richard M. Cano at Gunter’s Prairie, Indian Territory. The defenders 
lose 20 men. Southerners and Indians then ride northwest of Fort Gibson and strike 
at a 125-man Union force at Flat Rock Ford, killing 40 more. 

Naval: The USS Keystone State and Gettysburg capture the Confederate steamer 
Lilian off Wilmington, North Carolina. The vessel subsequently is acquired by the 
navy and is assigned to the blockading squadron. 

The USS Narcissus captures the Confederate schooner Oregon in Biloxi Bay, 
Mississippi Sound. 

August 25 

South: At 5:00 p.m.. Confederates under General Ambrose P. Hill savagely assault 
the Union II Corps of General Winfield S. Hancock at Reams’ Station, Virginia. 
Hill’s 10,000 men initially rebound off divisions commanded by Generals Nelson A. 
Miles and David M. Gregg, until parts of the former suddenly buckle. Southerners 
under Generals Henry Heth and Cadmus M. Wilcox then pour through the breech, 
capturing several cannon and hundreds of prisoners. Worse, when General John 
Gibbon’s division, exhausted from fatigue work, is ordered up to plug the gap, it 
stumbles badly and likewise runs. Hancock then withdraws from the area covered 
by elements of General Orlando Wilcox’s IX Corps. Union losses in this embarrass¬ 
ing affair totaled 2,372, the vast majority of whom are prisoners. The Confederates, 
who suffer only 700 casualties, also seize nine cannon, 3,100 small arms, and several 
horses. 

West: General Jubal A. Early, confronting entrenched Union forces at Harper’s 
Ferry, West Virginia, bypasses them with a small holding force in place and moves 
on to Shepherdstown. From there, he intends another invasion of Maryland. 

General William T. Sherman, unwilling to storm the defenses of Atlanta, Geor¬ 
gia, and with the whole of his cavalry having failed to cut Confederate supply lines, 
resolves to throw the weight of his entire army against the Macon and Western 
Railroad. This is the sole remaining supply route into the city. He then orders six 
army corps on a circuitous route to Rough and Ready and Jonesboro where they can 
best sever this strategic link. As a precaution, Sherman also orders the XX Corps to 
guard his own railroad bridges spanning the Chattahoochee River. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Tallahassee under Commander John T. Wood 
successfully runs the Union blockade and reaches Wilmington, North Carolina, 
having seized 31 prizes. 

August 26 

Politics: A convention of African Americans in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
advance resolutions calling for the commissioning of black military officers. 
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North: General Jubal A. Early’s Confederate army crosses the Potomac into Mary¬ 
land for a third time and skirmishes with Union forces at Williamsport. 

South: General Edward O. C. Ord assumes temporary control of the Army of the 
James outside of Richmond, Virginia. 

August 27 

South: Near Atlanta, Georgia, General William T. Sherman dispatches Generals 
Oliver O. Howard and Hugh J. Kilpatrick on a direct march against General John 
B. Hood’s rail lines at Jonesboro. Hood counters by marching the corps of Gener¬ 
als William J. Hardee and Stephen D. Lee to defeat the Union columns before the 
Macon and Western Railroad can be interdicted. 

Naval: The USS Niphon and Monticello run up Masonboro Inlet, North Carolina, 
destroy a Confederate battery, and they capture numerous arms and supplies. 

Ill-health forces Admiral David G. Farragut to request sick leave from the West 
Gulf Blockading Squadron inside Mobile Bay, Alabama. “I have now been down in 
this Gulf and the Caribbean Sea nearly five years out of six,” he explains, “with the 
exception of the short time at home last fall, and the last six months have been a 
severe drain on me, and I want rest, if it is to be had.” 

August 28 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan advances from Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, 
back toward the Shenandoah Valley without opposition. 

General William T. Sherman pushes the Army of the Cumberland under Gen¬ 
eral George H. Thomas onto the Montgomery and Atlanta Railroad while General 
Oliver O. Howard and his Army of the Tennessee advance on Fairburn, Georgia. 
Meanwhile, the Army of the Ohio under General John M. Schofield moves up to 
Mount Gilead Church as General Henry W. Slocum’s XX Corps defends Union lines 
around Atlanta. If successful, these movements threaten General John B. Hood’s 
final rail link out of the city trapping him inside. 

General Sterling Price assumes command of divisions under Generals John 
S. Marmaduke and James F. Fagan at Camden, Arkansas, prior to marching them 
across the Arkansas River back into Missouri. 

August 29 

Politics: The Democratic National Convention convenes in Chicago, Illinois, 
where Copperhead Clement L. Vallandigham delivers the keynote address. 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan orders his men into action at Smithfield Crossing 
along the Opequon River, brushing aside a small Confederate detachment. 

General Sterling Price continues gathering forces at Princeton, Arkansas, for his 
final attempt at conquering Missouri for the South. 

Naval: A Confederate torpedo (mine) explodes in Mobile Bay Alabama, killing five 
Union sailors and wounding another nine. Admiral David G. Farragut resolves to 
eliminate all these potential ship-killing weapons before departing. 

August 30 

Politics: The Democratic National Party Convention in Chicago, Illinois, adopts 
a peace platform demanding an immediate end to hostilities with the South. The 
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Democratic Party’s political platform is virtually the exact mirror opposite of Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans. 

WEST: General George Crook replaces General David Hunter as commander of the 
Department of West Virginia. 

General Oliver O. Howard, commanding the XV, XVI, XVII Corps and Hugh 
J. Kilpatrick’s cavalry division, crosses the Flint River and marches to within one 
mile of Jonesboro, Georgia. There, he perceives Confederate forces under General 
William J. Hardee approaching to engage him. In fact. General John B. Hood has 
ordered Hardee to strike the Union column in concert with General Stephen D. Lee 
and drive them back across the Flint. 

Naval: The USS Fawn convoys army transports on an unsuccessful expedition up 
the White River, Arkansas, in search of Confederate raiders under General Joseph 
O. Shelby. 

August 31 

Politics: The Democratic National Convention at Chicago, Illinois, nominates for¬ 
mer general George B. McClellan as its candidate for the presidency and George H. 
Pendleton of Ohio for vice president. 

South: A force of 20,000 Confederates under General William J. Hardee attack 
20,000 Union soldiers of General Oliver O. Howard at Jonesboro, Georgia. The 
Federals are strongJy posted in a semicircle on high ground and enjoy clear fields of 
fire. Moreover, Hardee experiences considerable difficulty coordinating the action 
of subordinates, and his battlefield strategy miscarries. Interminable delays ensue 
before General Patrick R. Cleburne drives toward Northern positions at 3:00 p.m. 
under a withering fire. General Stephen D. Lee’s columns receive similar treatment 
and are also thrown back. Hardee’s piecemeal attacks disintegrate in the face of 
determined resistance, and he finally withdraws with 2,000 casualties. Howard loses 
a mere 178. 

The Army of the Ohio under General John M. Schofield severs the Macon and 
Western Railroad between Jonesboro and Atlanta, Georgia, cutting General John B. 
Hood’s final supply line. The city is now doomed. 

Naval: The British blockade-runner Mary Bowers runs aground near Rattlesnake 
Shoals, Long Island, South Carolina, and is completely wrecked. 

September 1 

West: The Army of the Shenandoah under General Philip H. Sheridan threatens 
Winchester, Virginia, as skirmishing flares up along Opequon Creek. 

General John B. Hood begins to evacuate Atlanta, Georgia, once Union forces 
cut the Macon and Western Railroad, and he withdraws down the McDonough 
Road to Lovejoy’s Station. There, he is to unite with General William J. Hardee’s bat¬ 
tered corps. A large ammunition depot unable to be moved in time is also burned 
and its detonation resonates at General William T. Sherman’s headquarters, 15 miles 
distant. 

Confederates under General William J. Hardee are attacked by superior Union 
forces as the struggle at Jonesboro, Georgia, continues. General William T. Sherman 
designs an elaborate movement by several corps to ensnare and possibly capture 
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General William J. Hardee’s corps. General Jefferson C. Davis’s XIV Corps advances 
to engage, only to find the Southerners strongly posted behind impassable terrain. 
Union attacks are then committed on a piecemeal basis, and the Federals sustain 
considerable losses, but Davis finally penetrates their thin defenses, taking hundreds 
of prisoners from General Daniel C. Govan’s brigade. Hardee promptly counterat¬ 
tacks with General Benjamin Chetham’s division, after which the Union advance 
grounds to a halt. Davis then passively defends his gains as the Confederates, after 
nightfall, limp safely to Lovejoy’s Station. Union losses are 1,274 out of 20,460 pres¬ 
ent; the Confederates suffer 911 among the 12,661 engaged. Hardee’s determined 
stand grants General John B. Hood’s forces sufficient time to slip out from Sher¬ 
man’s ever-constricting noose. 

September 2 

Politics: To offset critical manpower shortages. General Robert E. Lee advises Pres¬ 
ident Jefferson Davis of the need to replace white laborers with African-American 
slaves, thereby freeing the former for military service. 

South: General Robert E. Lee, severely pressed in the trenches of Petersburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, pressures General Jubal A. Early to return the division of General Richard H. 
Anderson on loan to him. 

“So Adanta is ours and fairly won,” General William T. Sherman telegraphs Pres¬ 
ident Abraham Lincoln, as the city surrenders to the XX Corps of General Henry 
W. Slocum. This single act immediately rekindles Lincoln’s sagging election pros¬ 
pects while exerting a distressing effect throughout the South. During the past four 
months Union forces have sustained 4,423 dead and 22,822 wounded while the 
Confederates endure 3,044 killed and 18,952 injured. A further 17,335 from both 
sides have either been captured or simply lost through desertion. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles receives permission to mount a large 
amphibious assault against Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. Success here 
will close the Confederacy’s sole remaining port. 

The USS Naiad silences a Confederate battery at Rowe’s Landing, Louisiana. 

September 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, in honor of recent victories at Mobile, Ala¬ 
bama, and Atlanta, Georgia, declares the upcoming September 5 to be a day of 
national celebration and prayer as such events, “call for devout acknowledgment to 
the Supreme Being in whose hands are the destinies of nations.” 

West: General Philip A. Sheridan, heavily reinforced, advances again on General 
Richard H. Anderson’s division at Berryville, Virginia, defeating the Confederates 
as they retreat back to their main force at Winchester. 

Naval: President Abraham Lincoln orders a 100-gun salute at the Washington Navy 
Yard in honor of Union successes in Mobile Bay, Alabama. 

September 4 

South: The latest 60-day bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, South 
Carolina, ends after 14,666 rounds are fired. The Confederate flag still wafts defi¬ 
antly from the rubble. 
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West: General John H. Morgan is killed by Union forces under General Alvan C. 
Gillem at GreeneviUe, Tennessee. An additional 100 Confederates die while 75 are 
captured. 

September 5 

Politics: Voters in Louisiana ratify a new constitution abolishing slavery. 

South: Confederate sergeant and scout George D. Shadburne informs General 
Wade Hampton of a weakly held Union corral holding 3,000 cattle at Coggins Point, 
Virginia. Given critical food shortages in the Army of Northern Virginia, this is an 
opportunity too good to pass on, so Hampton draws up plans to both raid and 
rustle the herd. 

West: Skirmishing continues along Opequon Creek, West Virginia, between Union 
and Confederate forces. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter replaces Admiral Samuel P. Lee as commander of 
the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

The USS Keystone State and Quaker City capture the British blockade-runner 
Elsie off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

September 6 

South: General Richard Taylor is appointed commander of the Confederate 
Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

West: A Confederate force numbering 12,000 men under General Sterling Price 
finally crosses the Arkansas River at Dardanelle, Arkansas, en route to the Missouri 
state line. When the Union garrison at Little Rock under General Frederick Steele 
makes no attempt to intercept or impede his march, moves are undertaken in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., to replace him. 

Naval: The USS Proteus captures the British blockade-runner Ann Louisa in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

September 7 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler resumes command of the Army of the James 
outside of Richmond, Virginia. 

Union gunners at Charleston, South Carolina, fire an additional 573 rounds at 
Fort Sumter without eliciting its surrender. 

General William T. Sherman issues Special Field Order No. 67 to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Atlanta, Georgia, requiring 1,600 families to begin to evacuate the city. “War 
is cruelty and you cannot refine it,” he declares to the city’s mayor, “When peace 
does come you may call on me for anything. Then I will share with you the last 
cracker.” 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan and Jubal A. Early continue jockeying for posi¬ 
tion as they skirmish near Winchester, West Virginia. 

September 8 

Politics: George B. McClellan accepts the Democratic Party nomination but rejects 
a peace platform, declaring, “The Union is the one condition of peace—we ask for 
no more.” He nonetheless continues railing against President Abraham Lincoln’s 
handling of the war as a failure. 



1864 


Chronology 495 


Naval: The USS Tritonia, Rodolph, and Stockdale escort an army transport against 
a large Confederate saltworks on the Bonsecours River near Mobile, Alabama. This 
factory is so extensive that destroying it consumes nearly an entire day. 

September 9 

South: To help break the stalemate before Richmond, Virginia, General Ulysses S. 
Grant urges the newly victorious general William T. Sherman to resume offensive 
operations as soon as practicable. 

WEST: General Joseph Wheeler, having completed his raid against Union supply 
lines in Tennessee, concludes his mission by crossing the Tennessee River at Flor¬ 
ence, Alabama. In fact, his endeavors achieve very little because Union repair crews 
quickly restore damaged sections of the railways attacked. The net result of Wheel¬ 
er’s raid is actually to deprive General John B. Hood of cavalry during critical phases 
of the Atlanta campaign. 

Naval: The USS Kanawha reconstitutes the Federal blockade of Brownsville, Texas, 
eight months after it had been suspended by President Abraham Lincoln. This is 
due to the recent evacuation of Union forces from the city 

September 10 

Naval: A landing party from the USS Wyalusing raids Elizabeth City on the Pasquo¬ 
tank River, North Carolina, and takes 29 citizens for interrogation concerning the 
recent burning of the Federal mail steamer Pawn in their vicinity They then learn 
that the raid had been conducted by crew members of the CSS Albemarle. 

The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate steamer A. D. Vance off 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Augusta Dinsmore captures the Confederate schooner John near 
Velasco, Texas. 

The USS Magnolia seizes the Confederate steamer Matagorda off Cape San 
Antonio, Cuba. 

September 11 

West: General William T. Sherman and John B. Hood conclude a 10-day truce to 
facilitate evacuating civilians and their belongings from Atlanta, Georgia. When 
petitioned by the inhabitants to reconsider, Sherman declares, “You might as well 
appeal against the thunderstorm as against these terrible hardships of war.” The age 
of total war manifests with a vengeance. 

Naval: A naval expedition consisting of the USS Rodolph, Stockdale, and army 
transport Planter ascends the Fish River at Mobile Bay Alabama, for the purpose of 
seizing a Confederate sawmill. On the return leg of the voyage, the vessels receive 
fire by sharpshooters lining the riverbanks, but no injuries result. 

September 12 

North: President Abraham Lincoln and General Ulysses S. Grant express anxiety to 
General Philip H. Sheridan about the apparent stalemate in the Shenandoah Valley 
Lincoln goes so far as to suggest quietly that Sheridan should be reinforced, thus 
allowing him to strike with overwhelming force. 

West: General Sterling Price’s Confederates cross the White River, Arkansas, and 
march to Pocahontas to unite with General Joseph O. Shelby’s cavalry division. The 
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Ruins of a train depot, blown up on Sherman’s departure from Atlanta, Georgia (Library 
of Congress) 


Army of Missouri is then reorganized into three divisions under Shelby, James F. Fagan, 
and John S. Marmaduke. Price commands 12,000 men and 14 cannon, but only half his 
force is armed or trained adequately. The Confederates hope to supply themselves with 
captured Union weapons as they proceed across Missouri in three distinct columns. 

September 13 

West: More skirmishing takes place between outposts at Bunker Hill and Opequon 
Creek, West Virginia. 
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September 14 

South: General Wade Hampton and 4,000 Confederate cavalry, guided by Sergeant 
George D. Shadburne, embark on a major raid to secure Union cattle corralled at 
Coggins Point, Virginia. To confuse the Federals, they gallop southwest, then south¬ 
east, before veering northeast to the Rowanty Creek. 

West: General Richard H. Anderson again marches his Confederate division out of 
the Shenandoah Valley to reinforce the defenses of Richmond, Virginia. This trans¬ 
fer manifestly weakens General Jubal A. Early’s army, and his withdrawal is observed 
by Union spy Rebecca Wright. 

September 15 

South: General Wade Hampton and 4,000 Confederate cavalry take a circuitous 
route for 18 miles until they arrive unseen at Blackwater Creek, Virginia, pausing 
there until nightfall before advancing on Union pickets at Sycamore Church. 
West: General Ulysses S. Grant rides north from Petersburg to discuss strategy with 
General Philip H. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley. 

September 16 

South: At dawn General Wade Hampton’s cavalry charge a Union force at Coggin’s 
Point, Virginia, completely dispersing elements of the 1st D.C. Cavalry and the 13th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. They then abscond with 2,486 head of cattle—along with 300 
prisoners—in a line stretching seven miles long. Hampton, having sustained only 
61 casualties, arrives back behind Confederate lines the following day. This is the 
largest incidence of cattle rustling in history. 

WEST: Rebecca West, a Union spy in Winchester, Virginia, observes the departure 
of General Joseph Kershaw’s Confederate cavalry division and 12 cannon from the 
army of General Jubal A. Early. She immediately relays the intelligence back to Gen¬ 
eral Philip H. Sheridan, then conferring with General Ulysses S. Grant about strat¬ 
egy at Charlestown, West Virginia. News of this transfer of forces back to Richmond 
induces Sheridan to attack immediately. Grant fully concurs, laconically stating, “Go 
in,” and then departs. 

General Nathan B. Forrest leads 4,500 cavalry out of Verona, Mississippi, on 
another extended raid against General William T. Sherman’s communications in 
middle Tennessee and northern Alabama. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Ariel capture 4,000 pounds of cotton near Tampa 
Bay, Florida. 

September 17 

Politics: Former general John C. Fremont withdraws his name from the election 
contest and urges a united Republican effort. The former general and explorer fears 
that a Democratic victory might lead to either recognition of the Confederacy or 
the resumption of slavery. 

West: General Jubal A. Early, though outnumbered three to one by nearby Union 
forces, advances 12,000 men toward Martinsburg, Virginia, to cut the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. 
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September 18 

West: General Jubal A. Early arrays his 12,000 men defensively at Winchester, Vir¬ 
ginia. However, his men are scattered with the divisions of Generals Robert E. Rodes 
and John B. Gordon sent to Martinsburg, whereas General Stephen D. Ramseur’s 
men straddle the Berryville Pike. Early does so out of a misplaced conviction that 
General Philip H. Sheridan is cautious and dares not attack. But his disjointed, 
widely dispersed deployment does not go unnoticed and convinces Sheridan to 
strike in force the following day. 

General John M. Schofield orders a cavalry column under General Stephen O. 
Burbridge to depart Mount Sterling, Kentucky, and mount a diversion against Salt- 
ville on the Virginia border. This is undertaken to mask an even larger raid con¬ 
ducted by General Alvan C. Gillem, who intends to strike into southwestern Virginia 
from east Tennessee. 

September 19 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis advises the governors of South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, Virginia, and Elorida that recent proclamations requir¬ 
ing aliens to either serve in the army or leave are depriving the Confederacy of many 
skilled workers. Moreover, he insists that “harmony of action between the States and 
Confederate authorities is essential to the public welfare.” 

West: At 2:00 p.m.. General Philip H. Sheridan’s army, numbering 35,000 men, attacks 
the 12,000 Confederates of General Jubal A. Early at Winchester, Virginia. Sheridan 
hopes to surprise and annihilate the isolated division of Stephen D. Ramseur, but he 
errs in pushing General William H. Emory’s XIX Corps through the defile at Ber¬ 
ryville Canyon. This action not only funnels the Union thrust over a narrow front 
and alerts Ramseur, but it also enables divisions under Generals Robert E. Rodes and 
John B. Gordon to arrive in support. Heavy fighting forces Ramseur to give way; then 
Rodes and Gordon strike back in a vicious counterattack stunning the XIX Corps. 
Worse, as the newly arriving VI Corps of General Horatio G. Wright begins to deploy, 
a gap develops between the Union formations, and the Southerners force their way 
between them. Rodes is killed in the struggle as the Union lines surge back, while 
Early consolidates his outnumbered force along better lines. 

The crisis occurs when Sheridan, judging the moment right, unleashes the VIII 
Corps under General George Crook. This infusion of new force staggers the weary 
Confederates, who break and re-form new lines farther back under General John 
C. Breckinridge. A desperate cavaJry charge by General Fitzhugh Lee fails to stop 
the approach of Union troopers under Generals Wesley Merritt and William W. 
Averell, and resistance completely crumbles at about 5:00 p.m. Early labors mightily 
to keep his withdrawal from becoming a rout and gradually assumes new defensive 
positions at Fisher’s Hill, 20 miles south. Significantly, this is the first time that the 
Confederate II Corps, “Stonewall” Jackson’s old command, yields the palm of vic¬ 
tory. Early’s losses total 276 killed, 1,827 wounded, and 1,818 missing (3,611). The 
victorious Sheridan incurs 697 dead, 3,983 injured, and 338 missing (5,018). 
Southwest: General John M. Thayer, commanding the District of the Frontier at 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, dispatches a supply train of 306 wagons and an escort of 610 



1864 


Chronology 499 


soldiers to the relief of Fort Gibson. En route, they are attacked by Confederate Indi¬ 
ans under General Stand Watie and Texas cavalry under Colonel Richard M. Gano 
at Cabin Creek, Indian Territory, who eject the defenders from their flimsy stockade, 
scattering them. The raiders then steal away with 202 wagons and 1,253 mules. 
Naval: Confederate agents under Master John Y. Beall overpower the crew of the 
steamer Philo Parsons on Lake Erie and conduct it to Johnson s Island to free several 
prisoners. En route, they also seize and burn the steamer Island Queen, but they are 
thwarted by the timely appearance of the USS Michigan. The Confederates then sail 
Philo Parsons to Canada and safety. 

Armed boats from the USS Niphon land at Masonboro Inlet, North Carolina, to 
reconnoiter the defenses of nearby Wilmington. 

September 20 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis departs Richmond, Virginia, for Georgia in an 
attempt to bolster Southern morale there. 

South: Simon B. Buckner is promoted to lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

West: General Jubal A. Early regroups his scattered forces at Fisher’s Hill, Virginia, 
as Union cavalry pursue them sharply. This is a strong natural position, but Early 
lacks adequate manpower to man it sufficiently Meanwhile, rearguard actions erupt 
at Strasburg, Middletown, and Cedarville as Eederal forces under General Philip H. 
Sheridan approach. 

General Stephen O. Burbridge leads 3,500 Union cavalry out of Mount Sterling, 
Kentucky, and rides toward Saltville, Virginia. 

General Sterling Price captures Keytesville, Missouri, as he advances on St. 
Louis. 

September 21 

North: General Philip H. Sheridan is appointed permanent commander of the 
Middle Military District, which encompasses the Shenandoah Valley 
West: The Army of the Shenandoah under General Philip H. Sheridan gathers its 
strength at Strasburg, Virginia, before plunging in full strength at Confederate posi¬ 
tions along Fisher’s Hdl. After surveying General Jubal A. Early’s deployment, Sheri¬ 
dan orders the VIII Corps of General George Crook on a wide encircling movement 
around the Confederate left while detaining divisions of Generals Horatio G. Wright 
and William H. Emory to his front. As Crook carefully departs this evening, taking 
every possible precaution not to be observed, the cavalry division of General Alfred 
T. A. Torbert is also sent clattering into the Luray Valley to swing around Early at 
New Market Gap and cut his retreat. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest cross the Tennessee River 
and move against Athens, Tennessee. 

September 22 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis arrives by train at Macon, Georgia, and assures 
compatriots that “Our cause is not lost.” 

West: The Battle of Fisher’s Hill begins this afternoon when 28,000 Union troops 
under General Philip H. Sheridan start to make feints and probes along the Con- 
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federate line. General Jubal A. Early, who possesses only 9,000 men, suspects that a 
ruse of some kind is in play and prepares to retreat. Suddenly, the two hidden divi¬ 
sions of the VIII Corps under General George Crook scream down the hillside on 
the Confederate left, sweeping aside the dismounted cavalry of General Lunsford L. 
Lomax. One brigade is headed by Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes, a future president of 
the United States. General Stephen D. Ramseur, whose Confederate division holds 
the left, tries realigning his men to halt the onslaught, but they are routed by the surg¬ 
ing tide. Sheridan then orders Generals Horatio G. Wright and William H. Emory to 
charge the enemy in front, yelling, “Eorward! Eorward everything!” The excited Fed- 
erals then pitch into the enemy, and Early’s army crumbles around him. The onset 
of darkness permits the bulk of his men to retreat, a fact made possible by General 
Alfred T. A. Torbert’s inability to traverse the Luray VaUey in time. 

Early’s Confederates are thrashed thoroughly, although his losses total only 30 
killed, 210 injured, and 995 missing (1,235), along with 14 cannon. Considering the 
natural strength of Fisher’s Hill, especially its steep, imposing bluff, Sheridan suffers 
only 36 killed, 414 wounded, and six missing (456). He then declines to pursue his 
defeated enemy vigorously, preferring instead to hold back and commence imple¬ 
menting a “scorched earth” policy to devastate the fertile Shenandoah. 

September 23 

Diplomacy: Under European and U.S. pressure the Japanese shogun Tokugawa 
agrees to keep Yokohama and other ports open to Western vessels. 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln requests the resignation of Postmaster 
General Montgomery Blair as a concession for Radical Republican support in the 
upcoming election. 

South: General Stephen A. Hurlburt assumes command of the Union Department 
of the Gulf 

West: General Jubal A. Early continues withdrawing back to Woodstock, Virginia, 
25 miles from Fisher’s Hill as General Philip H. Sheridan’s Union forces linger in 
place while burning crops and farms throughout the Shenandoah Valley. 

Naval: The side-wheeler USS Antelope strikes a snag and sinks in the Mississippi 
River off New Orleans. 

September 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln appoints William Dennison the new post¬ 
master general to replace the outgoing Montgomery Blair. 

WEST: General Philip A. Sheridan moves down the Shenandoah VaUey, but instead 
of pursuing the defeated Confederates, he burns farms and crops to eliminate the 
Confederacy’s breadbasket. He does so with the complete approbation of General 
Ulysses S. Grant, who advises, “If the war is to last another year we want the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley to remain a barren waste.” Sheridan does not disappoint his superior. 

The town of Athens, Tennessee, falls to Confederate cavalry under General 
Nathan B. Forrest. 

Naval: The USS Puschia, Thomas Freeborn, and Mercury raid a boatworks on Stutt’s 
Creek, Virginia. They capture five smaU boats and destroy a fishery before returning 
safely. 
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September 25 

South: President Jefferson Davis arrives at Palmetto, Georgia, to confer with 
General John B. Hood over strategy. Because of personality clashes. Hood has 
requested a replacement for ornery General William J. Hardee, which is done. 
Davis also approves of Hood’s strategy for invading Tennessee to strike at Union 
supply lines, thereby forcing General William T. Sherman’s Union army to evacu¬ 
ate Georgia. 

West: Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan reach Harrisonburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, and continue devastating the surrounding countryside. 

General Jubal A. Early’s shattered Army of the Valley pulls into Port Republic, 
Virginia, to rest and regroup. He also is expecting reinforcements from the Army of 
Northern Virginia to ameliorate earlier losses. 

The Confederate army of General Sterling Price enters Fredericktown, Missouri. 
As the divisions of Generals James F. Fagan and John S. Marmaduke proceed to 
attack Ironton, cavalry under General Joseph O. Shelby become tasked with cutting 
rail lines between that town and St. Louis. 

Naval: The USS Howquah, Niphon, and Governor Buckingham trade fire with Con¬ 
federate batteries at Wilmington, North Carolina, and also manage to run the block¬ 
ade-runner Lynx aground, destroying it with cannon fire. 

September 26 

West: Union and Confederate cavalry skirmish at Brown’s Gap, Virginia. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest hit a Union garrison at 
Pulaski, Tennessee. 

A force of 8,000 Confederates under General Sterling Price attacks General 
Thomas Ewing’s 1,450-man Union garrison at Fort Davidson, Pilot Knob, Mis¬ 
souri. This post, though small, is weU defended, and Price, declining to employ his 
artillery train, commits troops to a series of uncoordinated frontal assaults. These 
are invariably repulsed with upward of 1,000 casualties, but given the stark disparity 
in numbers, Ewing realizes he cannot hold much longer. 

Notorious partisan William “Bloody Bill” Anderson gathers 200 veteran guerril¬ 
las four miles south of Centralia, Missouri, 120 miles northwest of St. Louis. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris 
captures and burns the Union bark Mondamin off the South American coast. 

September 27 

West: At 2:30 a.m.. General Thomas Ewing skillfully evacuates Fort Davidson at 
Pilot Knob, Missouri, and silently steals through Confederate lines to escape in the 
darkness. The garrison also detonates all their ammunition and spikes their cannon, 
so the Confederates gain very little for their sacrifice. By morning. General Sterling 
Price orders an immediate pursuit, but Ewing covers 66 miles in the next 39 hours 
and receives reinforcements at Leasburg, south of St. Louis. 

Thirty Confederate guerrillas under William “Bloody Bill” Anderson ride into 
Centralia, Missouri, and systematically rob the town and plunder its inhabitants. 
What started as brigandage ends up as murder when a train suddenly puUs into 
town and Anderson apprehends 23 unarmed Union soldiers. These are summarily 
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executed save for Sergeant Thomas Goodman, whom he hopes to exchange for a 
captive guerrilla. The bushwhackers then ride off back to Singleton’s Farm, four 
miles distant, where Goodman eventually is released unharmed. 

Tragedy at Centralia continues when Major A. V. E. Johnson next arrives with 
158 men of his newly recruited 39th Missouri Infantry, mounted on mules. Ignoring 
pleas to refrain from pursuing the guerrillas, he leaves half his command in town 
and takes the rest directly into a deadly ambush. Johnson and his men alJ die, and 
then the guerrilJas return to Centralia to kill any remaining soldiers. By the time 
“Bloody Bill” completes his black deed, 116 soldiers are dead, two are wounded, 
and six remain missing. This is one of the most reprehensible acts in the violent 
undercurrents of civil war in Missouri. 

Naval: Landing parties conduct a second reconnaissance up Masonboro Inlet, 
North Carolina, for additional intelligence about the defenses of Wilmington. 

The USS Arkansas captures the Confederate schooner Watchful on Barataria 
Bay, Louisiana. 

Admiral David D. Porter bids the men and officers of his Mississippi River 
Squadron farewell as he departs to assume command of the North Atlantic Block¬ 
ading Squadron off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

September 28 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant begins to probe the defenses of Richmond and 
Petersburg, Virginia, for weaknesses. He orders General George G. Meade to attack 
a section of the Confederate line four miles southwest of Petersburg in the vicinity 
of Poplar Springs Church. Meade accordingly assigns 20,000 men from General 
Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps and General John G. Parke’s IX Corps to the task. 
Grant anticipates that this ploy will prevent General Robert E. Lee from shifting 
men to the defense of Richmond, where another major drive is pending. Lee, how¬ 
ever, begins to move General Richard H. Anderson’s troops across to the north bank 
of the James River as a precaution. 

GeneraJ Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James dispatches General Edward O. 
C. Ord’s XVIII Corps and General David B. Birney’s X Corps across the James River 
for a three-pronged assault on Richmond’s outer perimeter. The intended targets 
are Fort Harrison and New Market Heights, to be struck simultaneously the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

West: General Jubal A. Early herds his surviving soldiers into Waynesboro, Virginia, 
to rest and receive reinforcements. 

General WiUiam J. Hardee is relieved of command in the Army of Tennessee for 
his inability to coexist with General John B. Hood. He is subsequently dispatched to 
command the Confederate Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

September 29 

South: Two divisions of the V Corps under General Gouverneur K. Warren strike 
Confederate positions along the Squirrel Level Road near Poplar Springs Church, 
Virginia. The defenders and their position are quickly overrun, but delays on behalf 
of General John G. Parke’s IX Corps enable General Ambrose P. Hill to rush up 
reinforcements and counterattack. Struck in the flank by Generals Henry Heth and 
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Cadmus M. Wilcox, Parke abandons his gains and falls back among Warren’s troops 
at Peeble’s Farm. Subsequent Confederate assaults in the vicinity are repulsed by 
artillery fire. 

General Benjamin F. Butler next directs the Union X and XVIII Corps on a 
two-pronged attack against the defenses of Richmond, Virginia. General David B. 
Birney’s X Gorps of 18,000 men attacks up the slopes of New Market Heights, spear¬ 
headed by General Charles A. Paine’s African-American division. The black troops 
encounter heavy fire and dogged resistance, losing 800 men in less than an hour, but 
they tenaciously forge ahead and storm the earthworks in a tremendous display of 
courage and sacrifice. The Southerners finally are driven off the heights after three 
costly assaults. Significantly, of 16 Congressional Medals of Honor awarded to Afri¬ 
can Americans during the war, no less than 14 originate here. 

Simultaneously, General Edward O. C. Ord’s XVIII Corps surges ahead against 
Fort Harrison, then garrisoned by 800 inexperienced artillerymen. The Federals 
have little problem storming their objective and also beat off an attack by Confed¬ 
erates retreating from New Market Heights. Ord then gathers up his men to attack 
Fort Gilmer atop Chaffin’s Bluff, which falters when he falls severely wounded. A 
body of Union cavalry under General August V. Kautz also probes in strength down 
the Darbytown Road, only to be rebuffed by heavy artillery fire. The Union troops 
begin to entrench and strengthen their lines for an inevitable Southern counterat¬ 
tack on the following day. 

West: Skirmishing resumes between the forces of General Philip H. Sheridan and 
Jubal A. Early at Waynesborough, Virginia. 

General John B. Hood crosses the Army of Tennessee over the Chattahochee River, 
intending to cut the Western and Atlantic Railroad, a major Union supply artery. 

Advanced elements of General Sterling Price’s Confederate army clash with 
Union forces outside Leasburg and Cuba, Missouri. Price since has abandoned the 
notion of capturing St. Louis, now defended by General Andrew J. Smith’s XVI 
Corps, so he continues westward along the Missouri River. 

Naval: The USS Niphon forces the British blockade-runner Night Hawk aground 
near Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and destroys it. 

Confederate sympathizer John C. Braine and his followers seize the Union 
steamer Roanoke off the Cuban coast and bring that vessel to Bermuda. After fail¬ 
ing to smuggle coal and other supplies from the island, he burns his vessel and is 
detained temporarily by British authorities. 

September 30 

South: Eager to prevent Union troops from lengthening his trench lines. Gen¬ 
eral Robert E. Lee arrives at Richmond, Virginia, with eight infantry brigades to 
recapture Eort Harrison. He launches the divisions of Generals Robert F. Hoke and 
Charles Field in a hid to overwhelm the defenders, but entrenched Federals eas¬ 
ily repel four determined charges. Union general George J. Stannard displays con¬ 
spicuous skill in defending his works, and he falls critically wounded after defeating 
their final lunge. Lee, finally thwarted, sullenly withdraws to construct new lines of 
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entrenchments closer to the capital. Union losses for the past two days top 3,300 
while the Confederates suffer approximately 2,000. 

West: Union cavalry under General Stephen O. Burbridge skirmish with General 
Henry L. Giltner’s Confederate troopers at Cedar Bluff, Virginia. 

Naval: Ships of the Confederate James River Squadron under Commodore James 
K. Mitchell lend naval support fire to the unsuccessful attack on Fort Harrison, 
Virginia. They also prevent Union troops from occupying strategic Chaffin s Bluff 
afterward. 

October 1 

South: General John G. Parke’s IX Corps advances on Confederate siege lines near 
Poplar Springs Church again but does not attack. Instead, his men dig entrench¬ 
ments of their own, extending them out to connect with Union lines around Globe 
Tavern on the Weldon Railroad. 

West: General John B. Hood moves his surviving forces south around Atlanta to 
assail General WiUiam T. Sherman’s railroad lines at Salt Springs, Georgia. 

General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry skirmish with Union garrisons at Athens 
and Huntsville, Alabama. 

General Stephen O. Burbridge’s 3,500 cavalry engage and drive back a Con¬ 
federate rear guard under General Henry L. Giltner at Clinch Mountain, Virginia. 
The heavily outnumbered Giltner falls back on improvised defenses at nearby 
Saltville. There Burbridge engages a mixed force of 2,800 soldiers, bushwhackers, 
and militia under General John S. William, losing heavily with every charge. By 
the time Federal troopers finally storm Southern defenses, their ammunition is 
nearly expended and Burbridge orders a retreat back to Kentucky this evening. 
Union losses are 329 killed, wounded, or missing; the Confederates sustain about 
190 casualties. 

Advancing Southerners under General Sterling Price engage Federal troops at 
Franklin and Lake Springs, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Niphon runs the British blockade-runner Condor aground at Port 
Fisher, North Carolina, and Confederate spy Rose O’Neal Greenhow drowns when 
the small boat she escapes in capsizes. Greenhow is found with $2,000 in British 
gold in a bag around her neck. Intense fire from the fort also prevents the Union 
vessel from destroying the steamer. 

October 2 

South: President Jefferson Davis appoints General Pierre G. T. Beauregard com¬ 
mander of the Division of the West to help coordinate the operations of Generals 
John B. Hood and Richard Taylor. In truth, Davis dislikes Beauregard and resents 
both his tendency to meddle and his endless penchant for grandiose schemes. 

Confederate forces under General Ambrose P. Hill attack Union entrenchments 
manned by General John G. Parke’s IX Corps along Poplar Springs Church but are 
repulsed. Fighting in this vicinity has depleted Union forces by 2,800 men while the 
Southerners sustain around 1,300 casualties. Consequently, General Robert E. Lee 
is obliged to stretch his dwindling manpower resources even thinner to cover the 
lost ground. 
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West: General John B. Hood begins to cut General William T. Sherman’s supply 
lines between Atlanta and Ghattanooga by tearing up tracks belonging to the West¬ 
ern and Atlantic Railroad. 

Confederate forces at Saltville, Virginia, most notably guerrillas under Champ 
Ferguson and a Tennessean brigade under Felix H. Robertson, roam the recent bat¬ 
tlefield and execute upward of 100 wounded African-American soldiers of the 5th 
U.S. Colored Cavalry found alive. Several white Union soldiers are also murdered 
in cold blood. 

General Sterling Price’s Confederates occupy Washington, Missouri, on the Mis¬ 
souri River. This action places his force 50 miles from St. Louis. 

October 3 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, while passing through Columbia, South Caro¬ 
lina, exhorts his fellow citizens to persevere and predicts the defeat of General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman. 

West: General George H. Thomas is dispatched back to Nashville, Tennessee, with 
orders to curtail any further mischief caused by General John B. Hood to Union 
lines of communication. 

General Alexander P. Stewart’s Confederate corps hits Union positions at Big 
Shanty, Georgia, seizing 175 captives. 

Confederates under General Sterling Price engage Union forces at Hermann and 
Miller’s Station, Missouri, outside St. Louis. His success prompts the rerouting of 
General Andrew J. Smith’s corps to that town instead of reinforcing General George 
H. Thomas’s army at Nashville, Tennessee. 

Naval: Captain Raphael Semmes departs England aboard the English steamer Tas¬ 
manian and begins to work his way back to the Confederacy. 

October 4 

Politics: Postmaster General William Dennison joins President Abraham Lincoln’s 
cabinet. 

Syracuse, New York, is the scene of the “National Convention of Colored Citi¬ 
zens of the United States,” with 144 delegates drawn from 18 states. They promul¬ 
gate the National Equal Rights League, headed by John M. Langston of Ohio. 
South: General William T. Sherman repositions his forces along Kennesaw Moun¬ 
tain for a possible strike at General John B. Hood’s army as it marches westward. 
West: Confederate forces operating against the Western and Atlantic Railroad 
attack Union positions at Ackworth, Georgia, seizing 250 prisoners. 

General Sterling Price, wary of Union reinforcements arriving at St. Louis, Mis¬ 
souri, veers away from the town and heads west. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Florida under Lieutenant Charles M. Morris 
drops anchor at Bahia, Brazil, closely watched by the USS Wachusett. 

October 5 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis appears before cheering crowds at Augusta, 
Georgia, and lauds them with ringing oratory predicting a complete Confederate 
victory. “Never before was I so confident that energy, harmony, and determination 
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would rid the country of its enemy,” he declares, “and give to the women of the land 
that peace their good deeds have so well deserved.” 

South: A division of Confederates under General Samuel G. French, numbering 
3,276 men, becomes tasked with capturing a major Union supply depot at Allatoona 
Pass, Georgia. That post is defended by 2,025 Union soldiers under the recently arrived 
General John M. Corse, who counts both rugged terrain and rapid-fire Henry repeat¬ 
ing rifles in his favor. For several hours, the Southerners attack from the west and the 
south, at one point driving the defenders back into their mountaintop fort, but Corse 
invariably rallies and sweeps his antagonists back down the slopes. French concludes 
that the position cannot be carried and marches off to join the main army under 
General John B. Hood. Union losses are 706 while the Gonfederates sustain 897. This 
stalwart defense also inspires the noted hymn, “Hold the Fort, For We Are Coming.” 

General William J. Hardee assumes command of the Department of South Car¬ 
olina, Georgia, and Florida to separate him from General John B. Hood. 

West: The Confederate column under General Sterling Price marches west along 
the Missouri River, occupying the town of Heiman. His rear guard is harassed by 
Federal cavalry under General Alfred Pleasonton, which induces him to bypass Jef¬ 
ferson Gity and continue onto BoonvUle. 

Naval: A boat expedition from the USS Restless enters St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida, and 
destroys a large saltworks along with 150 buildings. 

The USS Mobile captures the British blockade-runner Annie Virdon off Velasco, 
Texas. 

At Bahia, Brazil, the USS Wachusett arrives and challenges the smaller CSS 
Florida to a duel in international waters, and the latter respectfully declines. Local 
authorities extract promises from both captains that Brazilian neutrality will be 
respected. 

October 6 

Politics: The Richmond Enquirer breaks new ground by printing an essay promot¬ 
ing the use of African-American soldiers for the Confederacy. The idea gradually 
is receiving greater currency, although President Jefferson Davis is never reconciled 
to it. 

WEST: General Philip A. Sheridan, considering the Shenandoah Valley campaign 
closed, begins to withdraw his army north, destroying everything in its path. General 
Jubal A. Early, ensconced at Blue Gap, welcomes this turn of events and orders General 
Thomas L. Rosser’s cavahy division to harass withdrawing Federals at every step. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest harry Union forces at 
Florence, Alabama. 

Naval: The USS Wamsutta chases the Confederate steamer Constance aground on 
Long Island in Charleston harbor. South Carolina. 

October 7 

South: General Robert E. Lee again determines to recapture Fort Harrison, Vir¬ 
ginia, in an attempt to restore his siege lines outside Richmond, Virginia. He orders 
two divisions under General Robert F. Hoke and Charles W. Field, assisted by a cav¬ 
alry brigade under General Martin W. Gary, to drive Union forces from the Darby- 
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town Road. At dawn these three columns simultaneously fall on 1,700 Union cavalry 
under General August V. Kautz, driving them back in confusion. Pushing forward, 
the Confederates encounter stiffer resistance from General Alfred H. Terry’s divi¬ 
sion, X Gorps, at Johnson’s Farm. Terry uses delays in Field’s advance to bring up 
artillery reinforcements, and at 10:00 a.m., he repulses several piecemeal charges, 
killing General John Gregg of the famed Texas brigade. Hoke also makes a tardy 
appearance but fails to advance, at which point Lee calls off the attack and with¬ 
draws. Gonfederate casualties are 1,350 to a Union tally of 399. Defeat here further 
convinces Lee to begin to dig new lines of trenches closer to Richmond. 

West: The army of General Philip H. Sheridan continues its policy of burning crops 
and confiscating livestock at Woodstock, Virginia. To date, his men have destroyed 
2,000 barns, 70 flour mills, driven off 4,000 head of cattle, and killed 3,000 sheep. 
Sheridan vows that when he is finished, the region around Staunton “will have little 
in it for man or beast.” Meanwhile, Confederate cavalry under General Thomas L. 
Rosser skirmish with the Union rear guard commanded by Generals Wesley Merritt 
and George A. Custer at Brook’s Gap. 

Naval: The USS Aster, while chasing a blockade-runner toward Fort Fisher, North 
Carolina, runs aground and is destroyed to prevent capture. The crew is rescued 
by the Niphon, which also tows the Berberry to safety once it is also disabled while 
trying to tow the Aster off the bar. 

The USS Wachusett under Commander Napoleon Collins decides to attack and 
capture the Confederate raider CSS Florida at Bahia, Brazil, after learning that Lieu¬ 
tenant Charles M. Morris and most of his crew are ashore. At 3:00 a.m., Collins 
slips his cable, sneaks past a Brazilian gunboat, and rams his quarry. The Florida 
surrenders after a brief struggle, having previously accounted for 37 Union prizes. 
However, the nature of its seizure, a blatant violation of Brazilian neutrality, raises 
acute diplomatic ramifications. 

October 8 

West: General Thomas L. Rosser and his Confederate troopers continue dogging 
the Union rear guard under Generals Wesley Merritt and George A. Custer. How¬ 
ever, their commanding officer. General Alfred T. A. Torbert, denies them permis¬ 
sion to engage their opponent. When word of his reluctance reaches General Philip 
H. Sheridan’s ears, he angrily informs Torbert to “start out at daylight and whip the 
Rebel cavalry or get whipped!” Sheridan further promises to observe the dust up 
from nearby Round Top Mountain. 

Opposing cavalry under General Sterling Price and Alfred Pleasonton skirmish 
at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Naval: The Federal vessel Steam Picket Boat No. 2 is burned to prevent capture after 
its crew is captured ashore at Wicomico Bay, Virginia. 

The British steamer Sea King departs England for Madeira where it will be com¬ 
missioned as the Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah. 

October 9 

West: Union cavalry brigades under Generals George A. Custer and Wesley Merritt 
engage the Confederate cavalry division of General Thomas L. Rosser at Tom’s Brook, 
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Virginia. As Custer leads 2,500 troopers against Rosser’s 3,500 men, he recognizes his 
adversary as an old West Point roommate and doffs his hat before engaging. Mean¬ 
while, Merrit gallops down the Valley Pike to engage the 1,500 troopers of General 
Lunsford L. Lomax’s division. As Custer and Rosser spar, Merritt crashes headlong 
into his opponent, routing him. Custer, however, is forced to maneuver around the 
Confederate left flank to evict the Southerners from their strong position. As Rosser 
obligingly falls back to Tom’s Brook, Custer charges his former acquaintance head-on, 
routing him, and chases the scampering Southerners 20 miles. Merritt enjoys similar 
success and pursues Lomax for 26 miles. This is one of the biggest triumphs of the 
Union mounted arm over its vaunted adversary and is celebrated as “The Woodstock 
Races.” Union losses are nine killed and 48 wounded to a Confederate tally of 350 
killed, wounded, or captured, along with 11 cannon and many wagons seized. 

General Sterling Price captures Boonsboro, Missouri, while moving steadily 
northwest away from St. Louis. There, he adds in 2,000 new recruits to his army, 
which remains chronically short of weapons. 

Naval: The USS Sebago trades fire with Confederate batteries at Freeman’s Wharf, 
Mobile Bay, Alabama, suffering five casualties. 

October 10 

South: General John B. Hood skirmishes with Union forces around Rome, Geor¬ 
gia. 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan moves north and occupies a strong position 
along Cedar Creek, Virginia, 15 miles south of Winchester, enticing Confederates 
under General Jubal A. Early to follow. 

General Nathan B. Forrest easily disperses a Union boat-borne expedition 
against him at Eastport, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Montgomery captures the British blockade-runner Bat off Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina. 

The Federal gunboats USS Key West and Undine, escorting the transports City 
of Peking, Kenton, and Aurora on an expedition against Eastport, Mississippi, are 
interdicted on the Tennessee River by Confederate artillery under General Nathan 
B. Eorrest. After a severe exchange, the vessels withdraw down the river. 

October 11 

Politics: The recent round of elections in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana dem¬ 
onstrates continuing support for President Abraham Lincoln. 

West: General William T. Sherman concentrates his army at Rome, Georgia, in prep¬ 
aration for attacking Gonfederates under General John B. Hood as they march west. 

General Sterling Price continues lurching northwest through Missouri, skir¬ 
mishing with Union forces at Boonville and Brunswick. 

October 12 

Politics: U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney, titular head of that body 
since 1835, dies in Washington, D.C. He wrote the majority opinion for the infa¬ 
mous Dred Scoff decision of 1857, which reaffirmed the status of African-American 
slaves as property, thereby exacerbating sectional tensions. 
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South: Continual skirmishing erupts between Union and Confederate forces at 
Resaca, Georgia, as General John B. Hood marches toward Alabama. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter assumes control of the North Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron off Wilmington, North Carolina, from Admiral Samuel P. Lee. “It will be 
almost useless to enjoin on all officers the importance of their being vigilant at aU 
times,” he declared. “We have an active enemy to deal with, and every officer and 
man must be on the alert.” 

The USS Chocura captures the British blockade-runner Louisa off Aransas Pass, 
Texas. 

October 13 

Politics: Maryland narrowly approves a new constitution mandating the abolition 
of slavery. The tally is 30,174 to 29,799, a margin of only 374 votes. 

South: A drive by General Alfred Terry’s X Corps down Darbytown Road, Virginia, 
is checked by heavy resistance from General Richard H. Anderson’s troops. 

West: General Jubal A. Early advances his greatly reduced Confederate army back 
to their old position at Fisher’s Hill, Virginia. 

Confederate raiders under Colonel John S. Mosby capture and burn a train 
belonging to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad near Kearneysville, West Virginia, 
absconding with $173,000 from a Union paymaster. 

General John B. Hood’s Confederates seize the raiJroad north of Resaca, Geor¬ 
gia, to cut GeneraJ William T. Sherman’s supply lines back to Tennessee. 

Naval: Landing parties from the USS Braziliera and Mary Sanford skirmish with 
Confederate cavalry at Yellow Bluff, White Oak Creek, Georgia. After freeing several 
slaves from a nearby plantation, they embark and return downstream. 

October 14 

West: Skirmishing flares anew between Union and Confederate forces in the vicin¬ 
ity of Cedar Creek, Virginia. 

General Sterling Price issues an appeal to the people of Missouri to flock to the 
Confederate banner. His will is largely unheeded. 

A force of 2,500 Confederates under General John B. Clark crosses the Missouri 
River at Arrow Rock and advances on the nearby settlement of Glasgow, Missouri, 
where a large cache of Union arms reputedly is stored. 

October 15 

South: General Braxton Bragg is detached from service at Richmond, Virginia, and 
sent to Wilmington, North Carolina, to coordinate defenses there. 

West: Confederate general John B. Clark besieges the town of Glasgow, Missouri, 
with 2,500 men. The garrison consists of 750 state militia and a handful of Federal 
troops under Colonel Chester Harding. Harding resists stoutly for several hours until 
the Southerners capture several buildings on the northeast part of town. Clark then 
immediately demands his surrender, threatening to unleash guerrilla forces if he resists 
further. Harding, low on ammunition, complies and is paroled. Union losses are 11 
dead and 32 wounded, but they still inflict around 100 casualties on the Confederates. 
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Worse, the Federals manage to destroy all weapons in their possession, defeating the 
purpose of the attack. 

Paris, Missouri, falls to Confederate forces under General Sterling Price. 

October 16 

West: General Philip H. Sheridan leaves his army at Cedar Creek, Virginia, 15 miles 
south of Winchester, and makes for a high-level strategy conference with Secretary 
of War Edwin M. Stanton and General Henry W. Halleck in Washington, D.C. Gen¬ 
eral Horatio G. Wright remains in charge during his absence. 

General Sterling Price’s army seizes Ridgely, Missouri, as it moves westward 
along the Missouri River. 

General James G. Blunt crosses the Missouri state line from Kansas with 15,000 
troops, although his militia refuses to advance any farther than Big Blue River. Blunt 
nonetheless reaches Lexington with 2,000 soldiers and assumes blocking positions 
around the town. 

October 17 

South: General James Longstreet resumes command of the I Corps, Army of 
Northern Virginia, following a lengthy convalescence. 

West: General John B. Gordon and Captain Jedediah Hotchkiss, a topographical 
engineer, steal on the Union army encamped at Cedar Creek, Virginia, ascend Mas- 
sanutten Mountain, and examine the Northern encampment closely. They discern 
that their left is entirely “in the air” and subject to a sudden flanking assault. This 
intelligence is relayed immediately to General Jubal A. Early. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard assumes command of the Confederate Military 
Division of the West to promote better harmony between feuding commanders. 

General John B. Hood relents from attacks on Union forces in the vicinity of 
Gadsden, Alabama, and continues westward in the mistaken belief that General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman will follow to protect his line of communications with Tennessee. 

Confederates under General Sterling Price occupy Carrollton, Missouri, and 
commence a drive on Lexington. However, Union forces under General Samuel 
R. Curtis are approaching from the west. General Andrew J. Smith is marching 
from the east, and Federal cavalry under General Alfred Pleasonton closely trail the 
Southerners from behind. 

October 18 

West: Indomitable general Jubal A. Early, learning that General Philip H. Sheridan 
is absent from his army, plans to attack the Union encampment at Cedar Creek. 
Acting on General John B. Gordon’s advice, he sends three divisions along differing 
paths that ultimately converge behind the exposed VIII Corp of General George 
Crook on the left. This march, carried out under extreme secrecy, is one of the most 
audacious turning movements of the entire war. 

October 19 

North: Lieutenant Bennet H. Young and his band of 20 Confederate Kentuckians 
slip across the Canadian border and attack three banks in St. Albans, Vermont, 15 
miles from the border. Two citizens are shot, one fatally. After absconding with 
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$20,000, the Southerners set fire to several buildings and try to recross the border. 
But as word of the attack spreads, a nearby Union officer forms a posse and chases 
after the marauders. They catch the raiders on Canadian soil and then turn them 
over to authorities there for processing and extradition. St. Albans is the northern¬ 
most “engagement” of the Civil War. 

West: At 5:00 a.m., the Battle of Cedar Creek erupts as the Confederate divisions 
of Generals Clement A. Evans, Stephen Ramseur, and John Pegram plunge out of 
an early morning fog and into the Union camp at Cedar Creek. The Federal VIII 
and IX Corps, flanked and completely surprised, simply crumble before the Con¬ 
federate onslaught. The only real resistance mounted comes from General George 
W. Getty’s division, VI Corps, which resists pluckily and convinces General Jubal 
A. Early to dislodge the division first before pursuing the beaten troops. Gordon 
and other leaders advise against the distraction, but at length Getty gradually is 
pushed back. A break in the fighting develops as the hungry, ragged Confederates 
pause to loot the Union camp thoroughly. Early, though outnumbered two to one, 
achieves a striking tactical victory capturing 1,300 prisoners and 18 cannon. The 
remnants of three Union corps are reduced to a leaderless throng milling about 
three miles from camp. 

Fortunately General Philip H. Sheridan is returning from his strategy confer¬ 
ence in Washington, D.C., and encounters numerous refugees as he approaches 
Cedar Creek. Sheridan then spurs his horse for 12 miles and rallies his shaken 
command. Sheridan’s presence is electric, and soon the revitalized Federals 
regroup and counterattack the exhausted, disorganized Confederates, hitting their 
left flank at 4:00 p.m. This equally sudden onslaught, spearheaded by General 
George A. Custer’s cavalry proves too much for Early’s men. They bolt from the 
field, and a vengeful Union pursuit chases them all the way past Fisher’s Hill. It a 
remarkable change in fortunes for Sheridan, who snatches victory from the jaws 
of defeat. As Early bitterly remonstrates, “The Yankees got whipped and we got 
scared.” Confederate losses are 320 dead, including the talented general Stephen 
D. Ramseur, 1,540 wounded, and 1,050 missing (2,810) while the Union suffers 
644 killed, 3,430 injured, and 1,591 missing (5,671). Sheridan also captures 43 
cannon and 300 wagons. More important. Cedar Creek is the straw that finally 
breaks Southern resistance in the strategic Shenandoah Valley That this region 
remains solidly in Union hands for the remainder of the war portends ill for the 
Confederacy’s survival. 

General Nathan B. Forrest leads his cavalry out of Corinth, Mississippi, and 
rides east intending to cooperate with General John B. Hood in Alabama after raid¬ 
ing around Johnsonville, Tennessee. 

General Sterling Price’s Confederates occupy Lexington, Missouri, ejecting the 
advance troops of General James G. Blunt. Price, realizing he nearly is surrounded 
by two converging Federal columns, marches south between his antagonists and 
determines to defeat each one separately 

Naval: The USS Mobile captures the Confederate schooner Emily at San Luis Pass, 
Texas. 
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The English steamer Sea King arrives in the Madeira Islands where it is con¬ 
verted into the Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah and is commissioned under 
Lieutenant James 1. Waddell. 

October 20 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln decrees that the last Wednesday of every 
November will be celebrated as “a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to Almighty God 
the beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe.” 

West: Union cavalry pursue defeated remnants of General Jubal A. Early’s army 
down the Shenandoah Valley. The shattered Confederates continue falling back on 
New Market. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Stars and Stripes ascend the Ocklocknee River, 
Elorida, and destroy a Confederate fishery on Marsh’s Island. 

October 21 

North: General George Crook is appointed a major general, U.S. Army. 

West: General William T. Sherman halts his pursuit of General John B. Hood at 
GaylesvilJe, Alabama, once his Confederate column reaches Gadsden. 

A skirmish with Federal cavalry along the Little Blue River alerts General Sterling 
Price that General James R. Blunt’s Army of the Frontier remains within striking 
distance. Confederate forces experience little difficulty driving off 400 dismounted 
troopers and two cannon, yet they are rebuffed when they try to pursue across the 
river. Price’s superiority in numbers eventually threatens to run both Union flanks, so 
Blunt falls back and joins General Samuel R. Gurtis’s main force at Big Blue River. 
Naval: The USS Port Jackson captures the Confederate steamer Wando off Cape 
Romain, South Carolina. 

The USS Sea Bird captures the British blockade-runner Lucy off Anclote Keys, 
Florida. 

October 22 

West: General Sterling Price commits a brigade under Joseph O. Shelby to feint 
against the main Union line at Big Blue River, Missouri, while launching two bri¬ 
gades under General Sidney D. Jackman against their center. However, General 
Samuel R. Curtis’s command holds firm and forces the Confederates back. Mean¬ 
while, a Southern regiment under Colonel Alonzo Slayback discovers an unpro¬ 
tected ford upstream and crosses to threaten the exposed Union right flank. The 
fighting gradually dissipates by nightfall, and Curtis falls back in the direction of 
Westport to regroup. 

Simultaneously, General Alfred Pleasonton begins to move up behind the Con¬ 
federates on the Little Blue River. A Confederate brigade under General William L. 
Cabell fails to halt the Federal onslaught, losing 400 prisoners and two cannon. The 
surviving Southerners under General John S. Marmaduke fall back across the river 
in good order, alerting Price to the danger. The general then girds his command for 
a fighting withdrawal southward. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory writes to President Jef¬ 
ferson Davis, defending his strategy to deploy the CSS Tallahassee and Chickamauga 
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as commerce raiders rather than detaining them at Wilmington, North Carolina, 
as part of the city’s defenses. “A cruise by the Chickamauga and Tallahassee against 
the northern coasts and commerce would at once draw a fleet of fast steamers from 
the blockading squadron off Wilmington in pursuit of them,” he reasons, “and this 
alone would render such a cruise expedient.” 

A boat expedition from the USS Tacony embarks on a reconnaissance mission 
up the Roanoke River, North Carolina, where it is fired on by Confederate forces. 
The Northerners are forced to take cover in a swamp to evade pursuers where they 
build a makeshift raft to reach the mouth of the river and safety. 

The USS Wamsutta, Geranium, and Mingoe run the British blockade-runner 
Flora aground at Charleston, South Carolina, and it is destroyed by cannon fire from 
nearby Morris Island the following day 

October 23 

West: The Battle of Westport, Missouri, erupts between Generals Sterling Price and 
surrounding Union forces. General James G. Blunt advances against General Joseph 
O. Shelby across Brush Creek and recoils. However, the Confederates cannot spare the 
reserves to pursue him because General Alfred Pleasonton’s force looms across the Big 
Blue River, pressing on their rear. At length. General Samuel R. Curtis reinforces Blunt, 
and he pushes back over Brush Creek just as Pleasonton’s column works its way across 
the river. The Confederates under General John S. Marmaduke resist strongJy but they 
are ejected from their commanding bluff and a rout ensues. Surrounded and out¬ 
numbered, Price’s army flees in confusion to the southwest. However, at this juncture 
the Union leaders begin to squabble among themselves over what to do next, and the 
Southerners escape with their supply train. Casualties are estimated at 1,500 men for 
both sides in this action, the last major engagement of the Trans-Mississippi region. 
Naval: Vessels of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron sink the grounded block¬ 
ade-runner Flamingo off Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina. 

October 24 

West: General Sterling Price concedes defeat and moves his Confederates south¬ 
ward down the border between Kansas and Missouri. His movements are slowed 
by an enormous baggage train loaded with plunder with which the soldiers are 
reluctant to part. 

Naval: The USS Nita seizes the abandoned blockade-runner Unknown off Clear¬ 
water Harbor, Florida, while the Rosalie captures an unnamed Confederate sloop 
off Little Marco down the coast. 

October 25 

West: Confederates under General Sterling Price are attacked by Union cavalry 
General Alfred Pleasonton at Marais de Cynges River, 60 miles south of Westport 
on the Kansas border. Though outnumbering their opponents, the demoralized 
Southerners rapidly give ground, and Price loses one-third of his baggage train. 
General John S. Marmaduke is also taken prisoner. 

Naval: An armed party from the USS Don lands at Fleet’s Point, Great Wicomoco 
River, Virginia, and burns several barracks. 
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Admiral George F. Pearson assumes command of the Pacific Squadron from 
Admiral Charles H. Bell. 

October 26 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant wishes to cut the South Side Railroad by launching 
a small offensive north of the James River. To achieve this, he orders General Benja¬ 
min F. Butler to take several divisions of the X and XVIII Corps and advance against 
Fair Oaks, outside of Richmond, Virginia. Meanwhile, the II, V, and IX Corps are 
likewise to march toward the Boydton Plank Road, another vital supply route. 
West: General John B. Hood brushes against a large Union garrison at Decatur, 
Alabama, sidesteps it, and moves off farther west. He expects to unite with Confed¬ 
erate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest soon, but that leader is delayed in 
Tennessee by independent operations and fails to rendezvous. 

Confederate outlaw William “Bloody Bill” Anderson is killed in a Union ambush 
near Richmond, Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Adolph Hugel captures the Confederate schooner Coquette in 
Wade’s Bay on the Potomac River. 

Lieutenant William B. Cushing leaves the blockading squadron and arrives in 
the Roanoke River intending to destroy the CSS Albemarle at its moorings. However, 
his ships ground at the river’s mouth, and the attack is postponed until the follow¬ 
ing evening. 

October 27 

South: An advance by 43,000 Union troops commences against the South Side 
Railroad, south of Petersburg, Virginia, in the early morning rain. Operations 
entrusted to the Army of the James consist of throwing General Alfred Terry and 
the X Corps against Charles City while General Godfrey Weitzel leads the XVIII 
Corps against Fair Oaks. Terry’s movement is unimpeded, but General James Long- 
street, commanding the defenses of Richmond, Virginia, concludes that Weitzel’s 
maneuver is dangerous and marshals forces to oppose him. As the XVIII Corps 
moves down the Williamsburg Road, it suddenly confronts the divisions of Gen¬ 
erals Robert F. Hoke and Charles W. Field. Weitzel’s main thrust is blunted, but 
an African-American brigade under General John Holman then slips around the 
Southern flank and charges. Holman’s progress is also stopped by dogged resis¬ 
tance from General William Mahone’s Confederates, and Weitzel, seeing further 
gains impractical, orders his men withdrawn. Union losses are 1,103 to a Confed¬ 
erate tally of 451. 

Meanwhile even larger operations unfold near Hatcher’s Run. The II Corps 
under General Winfield S. Hancock, the V Corps under General Gouverneur K. 
Warren, and the IX Corps under General John G. Parke—43,000 men in all—march 
seven miles southwest of Petersburg through autumn rain. Parke’s command 
meets heavy resistance from General Cadmus M. Wilcox’s command and stops. 
Warren and Hancock nevertheless press forward until they finally reach Boydton 
Plank Road. There, General Wade Hampton’s Confederate cavalry suddenly assails 
Hancock’s left while General Ambrose P. Hill pushes the divisions under Generals 
Henry Heth against his center and William Mahone strikes his right and rear. The 
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three Confederate forces converge suddenly on the II Corps, causing great confu¬ 
sion, hut Hancock calmly sorts out his men and beats back determined Southern 
assaults. Nightfall closes the engagement at Hatcher’s Run, and the Federals fall 
back to their lines. Hancock suffers 166 dead, 1,028 wounded, and 564 missing, 
whereas Confederate losses are estimated at about 1,000. General Ulysses S. Grant 
subsequently concludes offensive operations for the year and settles into winter 
quarters. The thin gray line prevails again, but its serried ranks grow thinner with 
every skirmish. 

Naval: The imposing Confederate ram CSS Albemarle is sunk by a spar torpedo 
operated by 21-year-old Lieutenant William B. Cushing at Plymouth on the Roa¬ 
noke River, North Carolina. Cushing utilized two 30-foot steam launches, each out¬ 
fitted with a 14-foot spar torpedo, and a crew of 15. He has the good fortune of 
passing within 20 feet of the Confederate picket ship Southfield without detection 
and is almost atop the Albemarle when sentries observe him in the dark. Cushing 
then overruns floating log booms placed as protection, strikes his quarry under its 
port quarter while receiving heavy fire, and detonates the charge. The Albemarle, 
fatally damaged, quickly sinks as does Cushing’s own vessel. He then swims to shore 
alone. At daybreak, the enterprising officer commandeers a small boat and rows 
eight miles down the Roanoke River to Albemarle Sound, and he is rescued by the 
USS Valley City. Only Cushing and one other member of the expedition make it 
back; the remaining 13 are captured. 

October 28 

West: In a rare defeat, the 8th Illinois Cavalry routs Confederates under Colonel 
John S. Mosby, killing eight rangers and capturing nine. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest arrive at Paris Landing, 
Tennessee, on the Tennessee River, where they immediately begin to raise obstacles 
along the waterway to interdict Union water traffic. 

General William T. Sherman abandons his own lines of communication at 
Ladiga, Alabama, and moves westward back toward Atlanta, Georgia. General John 
B. Hood being beyond his grasp, he next turns his attention to Savannah, Georgia, 
on the coast. 

General James G. Blunt’s division surprises and attacks General Sterling Price’s 
retreating army at Newtonia, Missouri. However, quick reactions from General 
Joseph O. Shelby and his “Iron Brigade” allow the bulk of the Confederates to with¬ 
draw intact. After two hours. Blunt nearly runs out of ammunition as Shelby begins 
to press his left flank, but the timely arrival of General John B. Sanborn and three 
more Union brigades staves off defeat. Shelby then disengages and slips away. Both 
sides claim victory, but the Union forfeits its only real chance to destroy Price. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Chickamauga under Lieutenant John Wilkinson 
slips past the Union blockade off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS Calypso and Eolus capture the British blockade-runner Lady Sterling 
off Wilmington, North Carolina. 

The USS General Thomas and the army gunboat Stone River successfully engage 
a Confederate battery on the Tennessee River near Decatur, Alabama. 
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October 29 

West: In a controversial decision, Department of the Missouri commander General 
William S. Rosecrans calls all forces under his command back to their respective 
stations. This leaves General Samuel R. Curtis with only 3,500 cavalry to pursue 
General Sterling Price’s larger Confederate force. 

Naval: With the fearsome CSS Albemarle sunk, a Federal naval squadron consist¬ 
ing of the USS Valley City, Commodore Hall, Tacony, Shamrock, Otsego, Wyalusing, 
and Whitehead attack Confederate defenses at Plymouth on the Albemarle River, 
North Carolina. 

October 30 

West: The Army of Tennessee under General John B. Hood occupies Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, prior to crossing the Tennessee River. His progress prompts Federal troops 
to begin to concentrate at Pulsaski, Tennessee. 

Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest capture the transport 
Mazeppa on the Tennessee River, including its cargo of 9,000 pairs of shoes. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Waddell 
captures and sinks the Union bark Alina off the Azores. 

The Confederate raider CSS Olustee (nee Tallahassee) under Lieutenant William 
H. Ward, evades the Union blockade off Wilmington, North Carolina, and begins 
an Atlantic cruise. 

The USS Undine and army transports Venus and Cheeseman are captured by 
Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest on the Tennessee River near 
Johnsonville, Tennessee. The vessels resist for three hours until Undine’s ammuni¬ 
tion gives out, and the vessel is beached. Forrest then forms a slapdash Confeder¬ 
ate “navy” on the river bend, backed by shore artillery, to interrupt Union river 
communications. 

October 31 

Politics: Nevada becomes the nation’s 36th state. Its two Republican-leaning U.S. 
senators provide the exact margin necessary to approve the 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution. The state is also expected to contribute three electoral votes to 
Lincoln’s reelection bid. 

WEST: General John B. Hood arrives at Tuscumbia, Alabama, and marches his army 
northward into Tennessee, still laboring under the mistaken belief that General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman will foUow. 

Naval: A Federal navy squadron of seven warships bombards Confederate defend¬ 
ers at Plymouth, North Carolina, until a large magazine is detonated and they evac¬ 
uate that post. Armed landing parties seize Fort Williams, along with 37 captives 
and 22 cannon. 

The USS Wilderness and Niphon capture the British blockade-runner Annie off 
New Inlet, North Carolina. 

The USS Katahdin captures the British blockade-runner Albert Edward near 
Galveston, Texas. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Chickamauga under Lieutenant John Wilkinson 
captures and sinks the Union ships Emma L. Hall and Shooting Star off the New 
England coast. 

November 1 

Politics: The new Maryland state constitution, abolishing slavery, is enacted. 
West: General Nathan B. Forrest advances his cavalry and captured boats down the 
Tennessee River as far as Johnsonville, Tennessee, where he places artillery on the 
riverbank and lays in wait for Union river traffic. 

General Andrew J. Smith’s XVI Corps departs Missouri and heads for Nashville 
to reinforce the army under General George H. Thomas. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Chickamauga under Lieutenant John Wilkin¬ 
son seizes and burns the Union schooners Goodspeed and Otter Rock in the North 
Atlantic. 

Admiral Samuel R Lee becomes commander of the Mississippi Squadron at 
Mound City, Illinois. 

November 2 

North: Secretary of State William H. Seward informs the major of New York that 
Confederate agents arriving from Canada are planning to burn the city down by 
election day. 

Naval: The USS Santiago de Cuba captures the Confederate steamer Lucy off 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

General Nathan B. Forrest proceeds downstream on the Tennessee River with 
Venus and Undine, two captured naval vessels. En route, they encounter the Union 
paddle wheelers USS Key West and Tawah, whereupon a protracted battle ensues. 
Eventually Venus is driven ashore near Johnsonville, Tennessee, and recaptured 
while Undine remains in Confederate hands and escapes downstream. 

The Confederate raider CSS Chickamauga under Lieutenant John Wilkinson 
captures the Union bark Speedwell off New Jersey and releases it on a bond. 

November 3 

West: The Union IV Corps arrives at Pulaski, Tennessee, to help obstruct the 
advance of General John B. Hood’s Confederates. 

November 4 

West: General John C. Breckinridge leads a small Confederate army from western 
Virginia into eastern Tennessee. There, he encounters an equally small Federal force 
at Strawberry Plains, Tennessee, and drives them off 

Naval: Artillery under General Nathan B. Forrest attack and sink the Union paddle 
wheelers USS Key West, Tawah, and Elfin on the Tennessee River near Johnsonville, 
Tennessee. But reinforcements arrive in the form of steamers Moose, Brilliant, Victory, 
Curlew, Fairy, and Paw Paw, which force the Confederates to beach and burn CSS 
Undine. Forrest also bombards a large Union depot across the river at Johnsonville, 
inflicting considerable devastation. His latest raid disrupts the flow of Union supplies 
and results in considerable damage: Four gunboats, 14 steamers, 17 barges, 33 cannon. 
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150 captives, and 75,000 tons of supplies ruined. Total loses to the Union exceed $6.7 
million. 

November 5 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest, flushed with success, rides south from Johnson- 
ville, Tennessee, toward Corinth, Mississippi, there to join the main Confederate 
army under General John B. Hood. 

Naval: The USS Patapsco drives an unidentified sloop aground off Fort Moultrie, 
Charleston harbor, South Carolina, and burns it. 

The USS Port Morgan captures the Confederate blockade-runner John A. Hazard 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Wad¬ 
dell captures and burns the Union schooner Charter Oak off the Cape Verde 
Islands. 

November 6 

West: More than 100 Copperheads and Confederate sympathizers are arrested by 
Colonel Benjamin Sweet in Chicago, Illinois. They allegedly were plotting to seize 
the polls on election day, stuff the ballots, and then burn the city down. None of 
those arrested are ever prosecuted. 

General Sterling Price’s men fight a rearguard action at Cane Hill, Arkansas, 
having evacuated Missouri for the last time. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Adela capture the Confederate schooner Badger 
at St. George’s Sound, Florida. 

The USS Fort Morgan captures the Confederate schooner Lone off Brazos Pass, 
Texas. 

November 7 

Politics: The second session of the 2nd Confederate Congress convenes in Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. President Jefferson Davis declares that the Confederacy still desires 
a negotiated settlement with the North, but only on the basis of independence. 
Despite the recent fall of Atlanta, Davis assures Congress, “There are no vital 
points on the preservation of which the continued existence of the Confederacy 
depends.” 

November 8 

Politics: The Republican ticket of President Abraham Lincoln and Vice President 
Andrew Johnson decisively wins reelection by 2,330,552 votes to 1,835,985 votes 
for General George B. McClellan. This translates into 212 Republican electoral 
votes to 21 for the Democrats; McClellan carries only the states of New Jersey, 
Delaware, and Kentucky. The margin of 55 percent proves so large that the 81 
electoral votes of seceded states would not have altered the outcome. Moreover, 
Lincoln receives his highest percentage of support from soldiers and sailors fight¬ 
ing in the ranks. 

Naval: The CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell captures and burns 
the Union bark Godfrey southwest of the Cape Verde Islands. 
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November 9 

West: The army of General William T. Sherman organizes itself into two wings 
under Generals Oliver O. Howard (XV, XVII Corps) and Henry W. Slocum (XIV, 
XX Corps) prior to marching on Savannah, Georgia. 

Sherman then declares: “The army will forage liberally on the country during the 
march.” AH ranks are expected to refrain from destroying private property, if possible, 
but this is stiU the first mass application of total war against all segments of society. 
Naval: The USS Stepping Stones seizes the Confederate sloops Reliance and Little 
Elmer at Mobjack Bay, Virginia. 

November 10 

Politics: At a party celebrating his election victory. President Abraham Lincoln 
implores his fellow citizens to remain steadfast in the pursuit of final victory and 
to reunite the country. 

West: General Jubal A. Early, while defeated, gives ground slowly and harasses 
Union advances down the Shenandoah Valley. 

General William T. Sherman marches his men from Kingston, Georgia, back to 
Atlanta, prior to advancing on Savannah. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
captures and scuttles the Union brig Susan southwest of the Cape Verde Islands. 

November 11 

West: Union troops begin to raze the ground in and around Rome, Georgia, lev¬ 
eling bridges, shops, mills, and all useful property as they wend their way back to 
Atlanta. 

General George H. Thomas briefly clashes with Confederates under General 
John C. Breckinridge at Bull’s Gap, eastern Tennessee. 

Naval: The Federal tug USS Tulip sinks in the Potomac River after a boiler explosion 
that kills 49 members of its crew. 

The USS Lancaster accosts the steamer Salvador and removes Confederate raid¬ 
ers led by Thomas E. Hogg, then en route from Panama to California. The agents 
were planning to seize the steamer and convert it into a commerce raider. 

November 12 

West: At Rome, Georgia, General William T. Sherman gathers up 60,000 infantry 
and 5,500 artillery for his proposed “March to the Sea.” 

Naval: Commander Napoleon Collins and the USS Wachusett arrive at Norfolk, 
Virginia, with the captured CSS Florida in tow. However, Secretary of State William 
H. Seward, angered by Collins’s overt breach of Brazilian neutrality, orders the ves¬ 
sel returned to Brazil. Collins is also tried by court-martial and is dismissed from 
the service, but Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles arranges his reinstatement. 

Landing parties from the USS LLendrick Hudson and Nita attack Confederate 
saltworks near Tampa, Florida, but they are driven back by enemy cavalry. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
captures the Union clipper ship Kate Prince and the brig Adelaide, near the equator, 
releasing both on a bond. 
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Sherman’s March to the Sea November 1 864 Painting by F. O. C. Darley (Library of Congress) 


November 13 

West: General Jubal A. Early is ordered back to New Market, Virginia, there to 
dispatch part of his army from the Shenandoah Valley to the defenses of Richmond 
and Petersburg, Virginia. This act concludes his celebrated Shenandoah Valley cam¬ 
paign, which involved 1,670 miles of marching and 75 encounters of various sizes. 
Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Commander James I. Wad¬ 
dell captures and burns the Union schooner Lizzie M. Stacey near the equator. 

November 14 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln accepts General George B. McClellan’s resig¬ 
nation from the U.S. Army. 

North: Philip H. Sheridan is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

West: Union forces under General William T. Sherman continue pulling up rail¬ 
roads and burning crops and buildings around Atlanta, Georgia. Meanwhile, Gen¬ 
eral Henry W. Slocum leads the XV and XVII Corps out of the city and begins to 
head off for Savannah. 

General John M. Schofield arrives at Pulaski, Tennessee, and assumes command 
of Union forces concentrating there. 

November 15 

West: General William T. Sherman departs a thoroughly devastated Atlanta, 
Georgia, and rolls toward Savannah and the sea with 62,000 men. To maximize 
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foraging, his force deploys in two wings of four columns. The right wing is led by 
General Oliver O. Howard (XIV and XX Corps), his left is under General Henry 
W. Slocum (XV and XVll Corps), while two cavalry divisions are commanded 
by General Hugh J. Kilpatrick. Sherman also defies conventional military prac¬ 
tice by severing his own lines of communication and living off the land. Most 
notoriously, he also embarks on a 60-mile-wide swath of destruction across the 
state, destroying anything of use to the Confederacy. His unequivocal object is to 
“make Georgia howl,” and within 21 days, Sherman’s “bummers” inflict damage 
on the South approaching $100 million, leaving a twisted, blackened landscape 
in their wake. The age of “total war” has arrived. 

November 16 

West: Union forces under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick brush aside Confederate cav¬ 
alry under General Joseph Wheeler at Lovejoy Station, Georgia. The principal attack 
is made by the dismounted 8th Indiana Cavalry, which dislodges the Southerners 
and drives them in the direction of Beaver Creek. Kilpatrick captures 50 prisoners 
and two cannon. 

General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry forces finally augment the Confederate 
Army of Tennessee at Shoal Creek, Tennessee. His arrival signals a general advance 
by General John B. Hood into Tennessee and the final Confederate offensive of 
the war. 

November 17 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis dismisses outright any notion proposed by Geor¬ 
gia state senators to conclude a separate peace treaty with the U.S. government. 
West: General John C. Breckinridge concludes his brief offensive into Tennessee by 
withdrawing back into western Virginia. 

Naval: The Federal side-wheelers USS Otsego and Ceres steam up the Roanoke 
River, North Carolina, on an extended reconnaissance mission. 

November 18 

South: President Jefferson Davis instructs General Howell Cobb to mobilize the 
state’s entire militia force and oppose the advance of General William T. Sherman. 
He then places the entire force under the command of General William J. Hardee. 
West: Despite the recent eclipse of Confederate fortunes, guerrilla bands skirmish 
with Union forces at Fayette, Missouri. 

November 19 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln lifts the blockades from Norfolk, Virginia, 
and Pensacola, Florida, declaring them open for business. 

South: Georgia governor Joseph E. Brown orders all men between the ages of 16 
and 55 to join the militia to oppose General William T. Sherman, but few actually 
step forward. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Chickamauga under Lieutenant John Wilkinson 
runs the Union blockade off Wilmington, North Carolina, covered by a fog, and 
anchors under the guns of Fort Fisher. The crew then calmly waits for high tide to 
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lift the vessel over the bar and into the Cape Fear River. The USS Kansas, Wilderness, 
Cherokee, and Clematis fire on the vessel once the mist lifts, but Chickamauga safely 
escapes upstream. 

November 20 

West: Union forces under General William T. Sherman skirmish with Confederate 
defenders at Walnut Creek, East Macon, and Griswoldville, Georgia, as they proceed 
inexorably toward the coast. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter, acting on the behest of General Benjamin F. Butler, 
orders the Union steamer USS Louisiana sent to Beaufort, North Carolina, crammed 
with explosives. With it, Butler hopes to damage seriously the Confederate defenses 
of Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. 

November 21 

West: The Army of Tennessee under General John B. Hood advances 31,000 
men and 8,000 cavalry out of Florence, Alabama, and toward Nashville, Tennessee, 
threatening Union lines of communication. He commands three infantry corps 
under Generals Benjamin F. Cheatham, Stephen D. Lee, Alexander P. Stewart, with 
a cavalry corps under the redoubtable Nathan B. Forrest. However, his timetable 
has been delayed three weeks by Forrest’s absence, and during that interval. General 
George H. Thomas strengthens the defenses of Nashville. 

General William J. Hardee makes a stand at Macon, Georgia, with a motley 
assortment of militia and veteran cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler. Union 
forces do not make an appearance as anticipated. Concluding that Macon is not 
their objective, Hardee then orders Wheeler to begin to slash attacks on the rear of 
the enemy columns. 

Georgia militiamen under General Gustavus W. Smith ride trains from Macon 
to Augusta and begin to march toward Griswoldville, Georgia, to impede approach¬ 
ing Union forces. 

Naval: The USS Iosco captures the Confederate schooner Sybil off the North Caro¬ 
lina coast. 

Armed boats from the USS Avenger capture Confederate supplies on the Missis¬ 
sippi River near Bruinsburg, Mississippi. 

November 22 

South: General Henry W. Slocum’s Union troops approach the state capital of 
MilledgeviUe, Georgia, forcing the legislature to flee in panic. 

West: General John B. Hood rapidly approaches Columbia, Tennessee, intending 
to cut off Union forces under General John M. Schofield at nearby Pulaski. How¬ 
ever, Schofield divines Hood’s intentions at the last possible moment and hurriedly 
maneuvers northward to escape. 

General Gustavus W. Smith’s division of Georgia militia attacks dismounted 
Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick at Griswoldville, Georgia. The lev¬ 
ies bravely charge several times before being repulsed with 600 casualties; Kilpatrick 
sustains around 100 casualties. 
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November 23 

South: Union forces brush aside Confederate defenders at Milledgeville, Georgia, 
easily occupying the state capital. 

West: General Edward R. S. Canby departs Vicksburg, Mississippi, and marches 
toward Jackson to capture supplies destined for General John B. Hood’s army in 
Tennessee. 

Southwest: The surviving Confederates of General Sterling Price’s column enter 
Bonham, Texas. 

November 24 

West: Union cavalry under General John M. Schofield attack and drive off Con¬ 
federate defenders under General Nathan B. Forrest near Columbia, Tennessee. The 
Federals then dig in behind the Duck River and await the Army of Tennessee under 
General John B. Hood. 

General William T. Sherman departs MilledgeviUe, Georgia, and continues his 
trek toward Savannah. To confuse the Confederates, he orders General Hugh J. Kil¬ 
patrick to make a feint 30 miles northwest toward Augusta and then to ride east to 
sever the Augusta and Savannah Railroad. 

Southwest: An expedition of 300 soldiers and Ute/Apache Indians under Colonel 
Christopher “Kit” Carson, patrolling the Canadian River in the Texas Panhandle 
for hostile Commanche and Kiowa bands, detects a large Indian encampment near 
the ruins of an abandoned trading post called Adobe Walls. Carson secures his own 
wagon train, conducts a 15-mile night march, and prepares to attack the unsuspect¬ 
ing Indians at dawn. 

Naval: The USS Chocura chases the Confederate schooner Louisa onto a bar near 
the San Bernard River, Texas. A sudden gale subsequently destroys the stricken 
vessel. 

November 25 

North: Confederate agents dispatched from Canada set fire to 10 New York hotels 
in an unsuccessful attempt to burn down the city. One Southern perpetrator is 
caught and eventually hanged. 

South: General Joseph Wheeler’s Confederate cavalry harass General John M. 
Schofield’s Union column near Sandersville, Georgia. 

Southwest: Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson leads 200 charging cavalry through 
a hostile Kiowa encampment near Adobe Walls, Texas. Simultaneously his Ute and 
Apache steal the warriors’s horses. However, the survivors flee into nearby Coman¬ 
che lodges with pleas for help, and soon hundreds, if not thousands, of angry war¬ 
riors begin to mass to attack the intruders. Carson, suddenly confronted by the 
largest aggregation of Native Americans he ever beheld, quickly ducks into the ruins 
of Adobe Walls. Fortunately for him, the fire of hostile two 12-pound mountain 
howitzers keeps the Indians at bay Several hours of shooting at long range ensue, 
and Carson prepares to withdraw under the cover of darkness. Smoke from a plains 
fire set by the Kiowa also cloaks his movement. The Americans and their Native- 
American consorts ride quickly back to the safety of New Mexico. Carson suffers 
two dead and 10 wounded; Kiowa/Comanche losses are between 50 and 150, due 
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mainly to artillery fire. In point of sheer numbers engaged, Adobe Walls is also the 
largest Indian battle waged in Texas. 

November 26 

South: Advancing Union forces under General William T. Sherman skirmish with 
Confederates at Sanderson, Georgia. 

West: General Thomas L. Rosser departs the Shenandoah Valley with two Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry brigades, intending to raid the Union depot at New Creek, West Virginia. 

The Confederate Army of Tennessee arrives outside Columbia, Tennessee, and 
finds Federal troops under General John M. Schofield entrenched and ready to 
receive him. 

General Joseph Wheeler encounters the 8th Indiana and 2nd U.S. Cavalry in 
camp at Sylvian Grove, Georgia, and drives them toward the main Union column 
at Briar Creek. 

November 27 

South: Union troops under General John W. Davidson depart Baton Rouge, Loui¬ 
siana, intending to cut the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, which is guarded by Confed¬ 
erate forces under General Dabney H. Maury. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Thomas L. Rosser engage and defeat a 
Union detachment sent from New Creek, West Virginia. The Federal commander 
at New Creek, Colonel George R. Latham, however, takes no special precautions 
against attack. 

General John M. Schofield, confronting a larger Confederate force outside 
Columbia, Tennessee, begins to pull his men north of the Duck River. He believes 
that the attack, when mounted, will come from south of the city. 

Confederate cavalry lash out at General William T. Sherman’s army outside of 
Waynesboro, Georgia, in a vain effort to slow Union forces down. 

A Union cavalry column under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick encamps for the 
night at Buck Head Creek, Georgia, unaware that Confederate troopers under Gen¬ 
eral Joseph Wheeler are within striking distance. 

Naval: The Union steamer Greyhound, serving as the headquarters ship of General 
Benjamin F. Butler, explodes and sinks in the James River, Virginia, with a high- 
ranking conference in attendance. Fortunately, Butler, General Robert Schenck, and 
Admiral David D. Porter escape unharmed. This was probably the work of a notori¬ 
ous Confederate “coal torpedo” that had been shoveled accidentally or deliberately 
into the Greyhound's boiler. 

Armed boats with Union sailors capture the British blockade-runner Beatrice 
off Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Princess Royal captures the British blockade-runner Flash off Brazos 
Santiago, Texas, and subsequently seizes the schooner Neptune later in the day. 

The USS Metacomet captures the Confederate steamer Susanna off Campeche 
Banks, Mexico. 

The Federal ram USS Vindicator and stern-wheeler Prairie Bird transport and 
cover the landing of Union cavalry as they destroy railroad tracks and a bridge over 
the Big Black River near Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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November 28 

South: Confederate partisans under Colonel John S. Mosby are bested in a skirmish 
at Goresville, Virginia, by men of the Independent Battalion of Virginia Cavalry, a 
Unionist formation. 

Union general John G. Foster marches 5,500 men from Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, to troop transports waiting offshore and sails down the Broad River. 
He intends to land near Boyd’s Neck, stride overland, and cut the Savannah and 
Charleston Railroad. 

West: Confederate cavalry under General Thomas L. Rosser stage a surprise attack 
on Fort Kelley at New Creek, West Virginia. In a swift 30-minute action, they cap¬ 
ture the fort and 700 Federals, the majority of whom are cooking lunch. Colonel 
George R. Lantham fails to prepare the garrison despite ample reports of enemy 
activity at nearby Moorefield, and he is discharged dishonorably from the service. 

General John B. Hood deploys part of his force under General Stephen D. Lee 
south of Golumbia, Tennessee, to give the impression of an attack from south of 
the city. Hood, however, secretly shifts the bulk of his forces east to cross the Duck 
River above the town and so cut off any Union retreat. Meanwhile, General Nathan 
B. Forrest defeats a body of Union cavalry under General James H. Wilson at Spring 
Hill and drives them in the direction of Franklin. General John M. Schofield then 
decides to withdraw his army across the Duck River before the trap is sprung. He 
advances toward Spring Hill. 

General Joseph Wheeler orders his Confederate cavalry to attack Union troopers 
bivouacked along Buck Head Creek, Georgia. Their commander. General Hugh J. 
Kilpatrick, having unwisely pitched his tent outside the camp, nearly falls captive, 
while men of the 5th Ohio Cavalry repel the Southerners with rapid-fire carbines. 
Kilpatrick then forms a new battle line at Reynold’s Plantation, repulsing two more 
Confederate charges. Wheeler finally reins in his men, who regroup, while Kilpatrick 
escapes intact toward Louisville. 

The Union District of Mississippi is constituted with General Napoleon J. T. 
Dana as commanding officer. 

November 29 

South: General John R Hatch forms a brigade of infantry, a brigade of sailors, and 
eight cannon to march from Boyd’s Neck, South Carolina, toward Grahamville and 
there to sever an important railroad depot linking Charleston to Savannah, Georgia. 
However, the Federals, misled by poor maps, march and countermarch aimlessly for 
several hours, allowing Confederate troops and militia to arrive. 

West: General John M. Schofield, threatened by Generals John B. Hood and Nathan 
B. Forrest at Spring Hill, Tennessee, skillfully extricates his forces. He does so after 
Hood commits three infantry divisions to the attack and fighting breaks down into 
skirmishing across the line. Tonight, Union forces slip through the very fingers of 
the Gonfederates and begin a hard slog toward Franklin, 12 miles distant. That town 
has been secured earlier by the VI Corps of General David S. Stanley. 

Colorado militia and howitzers under Colonel John M. Chivington attack a 
peaceful Cheyenne camp at Sand Creek, Colorado. The Native Americans under 
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Chief Black Kettle have been directed there by military authorities with the under¬ 
standing that they wiU be safe. Nonetheless, vengeful militiamen attack the sleeping 
camp at dawn with artillery fire and then charge, killing everyone they encounter. 
Black Kettle, in an act of desperation, raises an American flag over his tent as a peace 
gesture but to no avail. “It may perhaps be unnecessary for me to state that 1 cap¬ 
tured no prisoners,” Chivington gloats. As many as 149 Native Americans, including 
women and children, are cut down and scalped, an act that General Nelson A. Miles 
condemned as “the foulest and most unjustified crime in the annals of America.” 
Militia losses are nine dead and 40 wounded. Chivington is feted subsequently as a 
hero in Denver, but a congressional inquiry denounces the massacre and ends his 
military career. The surviving Native Americans go on a rampage lasting several 
months, but the U.S. government eventually pays the survivors an indemnity. 
Naval: The monitors USS Onondaga and Mahopac trade shots inconclusively with 
a Confederate battery on the James River for three hours. 

Commander George H. Preble’s 450-man naval brigade, drawn from the South 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, disembarks at Boyd’s Landing on the Broad River, 
South Carolina. His mission is to act in concert with nearby army troops and help 
establish contact with the army of General William T. Sherman. 

November 30 

South: General John R Hatch leads a Union expedition of 4,000 men against Con¬ 
federate defenses at Honey Hill, South Carolina. There 2,000 Georgia militia under 
General Gustavus W. Smith are posted strongly along the crest of high ground bor¬ 
dered by streams. Hatch launches three frontal assaults, all of which are repelled by 
Southern artillery fire. At length, the Federals withdraw with 746 casualties; Smith’s 
losses are about 100. It is an impressive performance by the state levies. 

West: General John M. Schofield arrives at Franklin, Tennessee, with 15,000 men 
of his IV and XXII Corps and immediately strengthens existing defensive works. 
Within hours, he is joined by 23,000 men of the Confederate Army of Tennessee 
under General John B. Hood, which assumes offensive positions south of town. 
The corps of General Stephen D. Lee has yet to arrive with the bulk of Confederate 
artillery, but after surveying Union Lines, the aggressive Hood decides to assault 
it frontally using the divisions of Generals Patrick R. Cleburne, John Brown, and 
William Bate. He does so over the objections of General Nathan B. Forrest and 
Benjamin F. Cheatham. Accordingly, at 4:00 p.m., a tide of graycoats surge forward 
across two miles of open fields. Hood’s initial charge catches two Union brigades 
under General George D. Wagner out in the open, sweeps them from the ground, 
and chases them back toward the Federal trenches. The main Union line is there¬ 
fore obliged to hold its fire until cheering Southerners are nearly on top of them. 
They then unleash a concentrated fusillade toppling men by the hundreds. Still, the 
impetus of the Southern attack is so great that Confederates crash through the first 
line of barricades and enter the town. Colonel Emerson Opdyke’s Federal brigade 
then comes tearing from the reserves, flings itself on the disorganized enemy, and 
violently ejects them from the trenches. Hood’s men, now compressed into a dense 
mass, resist violently but are cut down from concentrated artillery fire on either 
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flank. Fighting finally ceases about 9:00 p.m. as shattered Southern ranks withdraw 
from the town. The disputed ground, for all intents and purposes, resembles a 
slaughter pen. 

The Battle of Franklin is a grievous miscalculation by the offensive-minded 
Flood. No less than six of his generals are killed, including the highly accomplished 
Cleburne, with another six seriously wounded. Moreover, the Army of Tennes¬ 
see loses 1,750 dead, 3,800 wounded, and 702 missing (6,252) in another feckless 
frontal attack. Union losses by comparison are 189 killed, 1,033 injured, and 1,104 
missing (2,326), but Schofield resumes withdrawing until reaching Nashville on the 
following day. Hood then lopes off in pursuit, setting the stage for an even bigger 
Southern tragedy. 

General Andrew J. Smith’s XVI Corps arrives at Nashville, Tennessee, to rein¬ 
force Union defenders under General George H. Thomas. 

Naval: Commander George H. Preble leads a naval brigade of 150 marines and 350 
sailors from the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in an army attack on Honey 
Hill, Grahamville, South Carolina. This action is undertaken to cut the Charleston 
and Savannah Railroad, as well as to establish contacts with the army of General 
William T. Sherman. The sailors perform well despite a Northern defeat. 

A naval expedition of five boats and 100 Union sailors from the USS Ethan Allen 
and Dai Ching sweeps up the South Altamaha River, South Carolina, to find escaped 
Union prisoners reputedly hiding there. 

An armed party from the USS Midnight raids and destroys a Confederate salt¬ 
works at St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida. 

The USS Itasca captures the British blockade-runner Carrie Mair off Pass 
CavaUo, Texas. 

December 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln appoints Kentuckian James Speed to replace 
outgoing Edward Bates as attorney general. 

West: In order to deceive the Confederates as to his real intentions. General 
William T. Sherman dispatches Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick 
toward Augustus, Georgia, to give the impression his main force is heading in that 
direction. 

The Union XXlll Gorps under General John M. Schofield withdraws to new 
defensive positions at Nashville, Tennessee, forming part of greater defenses there 
under General George H. Thomas. The Confederate Army of Tennessee under Gen¬ 
eral John B. Hood also resumes its advance toward the city. 

Naval: The USS Rhode Island captures the British blockade-runner Vixen off Cape 
Fear, North Carolina. 

Admiral Samuel P. Lee strengthens his Mississippi River Squadron with the 
addition of the heavy ironclads USS Neosho and Carondelet. This is in response to a 
major Confederate advance across the Tennessee River. 

December 2 

West: Confederate general Thomas L. Rosser, concluding his successful raid against 
New Creek, West Virginia, returns to camp in the lower Shenandoah Valley. 
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General John B. Hood arrives before Nashville, Tennessee, with approximately 
24,000 men in the corps of Generals Stephen D. Lee, Alexander P. Stewart, and Ben¬ 
jamin F. Cheatham. A sizable force of veteran Confederate cavalry is also present 
under redoubtable General Nathan B. Forrest, which is soon detached and exerts 
little influence on events. Hood immediately commences fortifying his position 
southeast of the city by building several redoubts. Lacking the manpower to attack 
the Union position outright, he hopes to lure the federals into hitting him instead. 
He soon will be granted his wish as General George H. Thomas occupies Nashville 
with 55,000 men, including the VI Corps under General Thomas J. Wood, the XVI 
Corps under General Andrew J. Smith, and the XXIII Corps under General John M. 
Schofield. The Union cavalry corps of General James H. Wilson, detached from the 
city, is also nearby, resting and refitting. 

General Thomas J. Wood replaces the wounded general David S. Stanley as com¬ 
mander of the Union IV Corps, Nashville, Tennessee. 

General Sterling Price trudges into Laynesport, Arkansas, at the head of his 
defeated, exhausted column. This concludes Price’s final effort to capture Missouri 
for the Confederacy; he covered 1,488 miles, fought 43 engagements, and lost 4,000 
men, chiefly deserters, during his campaign. 

General Grenville M. Dodge replaces General William S. Rosecrans as com¬ 
mander of the Department of the Missouri. 

Naval: The USS Chicopee escorts a combined expedition up the Chowan River to 
Pitch Landing, North Carolina, where Confederate supply caches are found and 
burned. 

The Federal troop transports Prairie State, Prima Donna, and Magnet are cap¬ 
tured by Confederate forces on the Cumberland River, Tennessee, near Bell’s Mill. 

December 3 

West: Union forces under General William T. Sherman reach Millen, Georgia. 
Meanwhile, Confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler strike Union posi¬ 
tions between Millen and Augusta, whereupon Sherman orders cavalry under Gen¬ 
eral Hugh J. Kilpatrick to hunt down the elusive Southerners. 

General George H. Thomas is urged by both President Abraham Lincoln and 
General Ulysses S. Grant to attack General John B. Hood’s army immediately out¬ 
side Nashville, Tennessee. Instead, Thomas meticulously and unhurriedly begins to 
strengthen his defenses while awaiting additional reinforcements. 

Naval: The USS Emma forces the Confederate steamer Ella aground at Bald Head 
Point, North Carolina, and a boarding party subsequently burns it. 

The USS Mackinaw captures the Confederate schooner Mary off Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

Armed parties from the USS Nita, Stars and Stripes, Hendrick Hudson, Ariel, and 
Two Sisters attack and destroy a large Confederate saltworks at Rocky Point, Tampa 
Bay, Florida. 

December 4 

South: Heavy skirmishing at Waynesboro, Georgia, between cavalry forces of 
Generals Joseph Wheeler and Hugh J. Kilpatrick. The Union troopers discover the 
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Southerners behind a series of barricades, which are reduced by horse artillery and 
flanking attacks by the 9th Michigan and 10th Ohio cavalry. The Confederates then 
retreat to an even longer line of defenses that cannot be flanked easily, so Kilpatrick 
orders them stormed by frontal assault. Accordingly, the 9th Pennsylvania, 2nd, 3rd, 
and 5th Kentucky Cavalry, supported by the dismounted 8th Indiana, charge for¬ 
ward and drive the defenders off Wheeler then extricates his men across Briar Creek 
and escapes toward Augusta, having sustained 250 casualties to Kilpatrick’s 170. 
Naval: The USS R. R. Cuyler, Mackinaw, and Gettysburg capture the Confederate 
steamer Armstrong east of Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Pursuit captures the Confederate vessel Peep O’Day off the Indian 
River, Florida. 

The USS Chocura captures the Confederate schooner Lowood off Velasco, Texas. 
The USS Pembina captures the Dutch blockade-runner Geziena Hilligonda off 
Brazos Santiago, Texas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Waddell 
captures and burns the Union bark Edward off Tristan da Cunha in the South 
Atlantic. 

A naval squadron consisting of the USS Moose, Garondelet, Fairplay, Reindeer, 
and Silver Lake attacks Confederate batteries at Bell’s Mill on the Cumberland River, 
Tennessee. Confederate defenders under General John B. Hood and Nathan B. For¬ 
rest fail to stop the gunboats, which recapture the three transports Prairie State, 
Prima Donna, and Magnet, seized a day earlier along with many Union prisoners. 

December 5 

Politics: The second session, 38th U.S. Congress convenes in Washington, D.C. 
West: Confederate cavalry under General Nathan B. Forrest trots off to capture 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, from Union forces under General L. H. Rosseau. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles submits his fourth annual report to 
President Abraham Lincoln, stating navy strength at 671 ships, including 62 iron¬ 
clads, which mount 4,600 cannon and have seized 1,400 Confederate vessels since 
the war began. “The blockade of a coastline,” he declares, “greater in extent than 
the whole coast of Europe from Cape Trafalgar to Cape North, is an undertaking 
without precedent in history” 

The Federal monitors USS Saugus, Onondaga, Mahopac, and Ganonicus trade 
shots with Confederate batteries at Howlett’s Landing, James River, Virginia. 

The Federal tug Lizzie Freeman is captured by Confederate forces while anchor¬ 
ing at Smithlield, Virginia. 

The naval brigade of Commander George H. Preble lands up the Tuhfinny River 
and supports army operations at Tuhfinny Crossroads, Georgia. Confederate resistance 
proves fierce and Union forces are unable to sever the Savannah-Charleston Rahroad. 

The USS Ghocura captured the British blockade-runner Julia off Velasco, 
Texas. 

December 6 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, in a conciliatory move, appoints Radi¬ 
cal Republican and former secretary of the treasury Salmon P. Chase as the fifth 
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Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, succeeding the recently deceased Roger 
B. Taney. 

WEST: General George H. Thomas again is ordered by General Ulysses S. Grant to 
attack Confederate forces under General John B. Hood at Nashville “and wait no 
longer for remount of your cavalry.” Nonetheless, when Thomas dithers awaiting 
additional horses. Grant prepares to remove him from command. 

Confederate cavalry under General Hylan B. Lyon depart Paris, Tennessee, for 
an extended raid against Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 

Naval: Federal monitors USS Saugus, Onondaga, Mahopac, and Canonicus continue 
trading fire with Confederate batteries at Howlett’s Landing, James River, Virginia. 

The USS Sunflower captures the Confederate sloop Pickwick off St. George’s 
Sound, Florida. 

The USS Chocura captures the British blockade-runner Lady Hurley off Velasco, 
Texas. 

The USS Princess Royal forces the Confederate schooner Alabama aground at 
San Luis Pass, Texas, and captures it. 

The Federal ironclad USS Neosho, along with the steamers Pairplay, Silver Lake, 
and Moose, escorts several army transports down the Cumberland River from Nash¬ 
ville. Approaching Bell’s Mills, Tennessee, they are beset by heavy fire from Confed¬ 
erate batteries ashore, which is answered by the heavily armored Neosho. The Union 
flag is then shot from its mast and falls onto the deck. Quartermaster John Ditzen- 
back calmly braves a storm of Southern shot, walks on the deck, and reattaches it to 
the only remaining mast. He obtains the Congressional Medal of Honor. The all-day 
contest finally concludes at nightfall with Neosho having been struck more than 100 
times, sustaining minor damage. 

December 7 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler begins to mass his forces at Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia, in anticipation of a large expedition against Wilmington, North Carolina. 
General Godfrey Wentzel originally had been slated to command the effort, but 
Butler uses his still considerable political influence to take control. 

West: Union cavalry under General Robert L. Mhroy attack and defeat General Nathan 
B. Forrest outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee, taking 200 captives and 14 cannon. 
Naval: Union vessels force the blockade-runner Stormy Petrel ashore at Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina, and then destroy it with gunfire. 

The USS Narcissus strikes a torpedo in Mobile Bay, Alabama, and sinks in a 
heavy storm, although without loss of life. 

December 8 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant, perplexed over General George H. Thomas’s inac¬ 
tivity at Nashville, Tennessee, contacts General Henry W. Halleck and writes, “If 
Thomas has not struck yet, he ought to be ordered to hand over his command to 
Schofield.” 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler ferries 6,500 men from his Army of the James 
down the James River to Fortress Monroe, Virginia. There they embark on ships 
intending to attack Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. 
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Naval: The USS Cherokee captures the British blockade-runner Emma Henry off 
the North Carolina coast. 

The USS /. P. Jackson and Stockdale capture the Confederate schooner Medora 
in the Mississippi Sound. 

The USS Itasca runs the Confederate sloop Mary Ann ashore at Pass Cavallo, 
Texas, and then destroys it with cannon fire. 

December 9 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant, frustrated by the perceived lack of aggressiveness 
from General George H. Thomas, orders General John M. Schofield to succeed him. 
The directive is then suspended when Thomas informs Grant that his intended 
attack is cancelled because of a winter storm. While the cold weather inconveniences 
Thomas, it causes the poorly clad and sheltered Gonfederates under General John 
B. Hood to shiver in their trenches. The fast-frozen ground also proves impossible 
to dig through for strengthening field works. 

Naval: The USS Otsego strikes two Confederate torpedoes and sinks on the Roa¬ 
noke River near Jamesville, North Carolina. The Federal tug USS Bazely, in the act 
of rescuing survivors, also strikes a device and sinks. 

December 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln appoints General William F. Smith and Henry 
Stanberry special commissioners to report on civil and military matters west of the 
Mississippi River. 

West: General William T. Sherman’s Union army of 60,000 men reaches the out¬ 
skirts of Savannah, Georgia. The 18,000 defenders under General William J. Hardee 
flood the rice fields, forcing prospective Federal attacks to be committed over a very 
narrow front, so Sherman mounts siege operations instead. 

General George Stoneman leads 1,500 Union horsemen on an expedition out of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, to destroy Confederate salt and lead factories in southwestern 
Virginia. 

Naval: The CSS Macon, Sampson, and Resolute steam down the Savannah River to 
engage Union batteries at Tweedside, Georgia. Resolute is struck repeatedly, abandoned, 
and ultimately captured while the remaining vessels flee upstream back to Augusta. 

The USS O. H. Lee captures the British blockade-runner Sort near the Anclote 
Keys, Florida. 

December 11 

West: General George H. Thomas, having delayed his planned attack, again is urged 
by General Ulysses S. Grant to strike John B. Hood’s Confederates outside Nashville, 
Tennessee. Thomas replies that he will attack once the weather, which is dreadful, 
improves. 

December 12 

West: General William T. Sherman’s army, now stationary, can no longer victual 
itself, so he orders General Oliver O. Howard to capture Fort McAlister on the 
Ogeechee River. This move will open a line of supply to the Union fleet offshore. 
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General George H. Thomas again assures chief of staff General Henry W. Hal- 
leck that he will attack Confederates gathered outside Nashville, Tennessee, once 
weather conditions permit. 

December 13 

Diplomacy: Charles Coursel, a Montreal police magistrate, declares he has no 
authority to detain Lieutenant Bennet Young and his 20 compatriots for their role 
in the raid on St. Albans, Vermont, and releases them on bond. A political uproar 
ensues, and Secretary of State William H. Seward notifies the British government that 
Washington will nullify the Rush-Bagot Agreement of 1817 in one-year’s time. Under 
this act, the U.S.-Canadian border was demilitarized following the War of 1812. 
North: A sorely vexed General Ulysses S. Grant orders General John A. Logan from 
Virginia to Tennessee to replace General George H. Thomas for failing to take offen¬ 
sive action. Grant also prepares to visit Nashville and supervise matters personally. 
WEST: Union cavalry under General George Stoneman defeat General Basil W. 
Duke’s Confederates at Kingsport, Tennessee. 

Fort McAllister on the Ogeechee River, Georgia, is attacked by the 2nd Division, 
XV Corps, under General William B. Hazen. The fort, though formidably armed 
and constructed, is garrisoned by only 150 Confederates under Major George W. 
Anderson. Hazen, by comparison, marshals 1,500 picked troops to spearhead the 
assault, which begins at 4:45 p.m. The Federals quickly clear the ditch and abattis, 
taking some losses from buried land torpedoes, and the fort falls after hand-to-hand 
fighting. Union losses are 24 dead and 110 wounded to a Confederate tally of 17 
killed and 31 injured. Consequently, General William T. Sherman establishes com¬ 
munication with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in Ossabaw Sound, and 
food supplies are soon steaming their way up the Ogeechee River. 

The 13th Colored U.S. Infantry conducts a destructive foray from Barran¬ 
cas, Florida, to Pollard, Alabama, destroying all public property that cannot be 
brought off. 

Naval: An ailing and fatigued admiral David G. Farragut arrives in New York City 
with the USS Hartford, receiving his second hero’s welcome. 

A large Union expedition under General Benjamin F. Butler departs Fortress 
Monroe, Virginia, and steams south to attack Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Caro¬ 
lina. The USS Sassacus is detailed to tow the hulk Louisiana, laden with explosives, 
into position off the fort. 

December 14 

South: General Edward O. C. Ord is picked to command the Army of the James 
outside Richmond, Virginia. 

West: A prompt attack on Bristol, Tennessee, by Union cavalry under General 
George Stoneman defeats General John C. Vaughn’s Confederates and nets 300 
Confederate prisoners. 

The weather near Nashville, Tennessee, has moderated, and General George H. 
Thomas wires anxious superiors that he intends to attack General John B. Hood’s 
Confederate army on the following day. True to form, Thomas methodically and 
unhurriedly arranges his men for the task. 
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Naval: A naval squadron consisting of the USS Winona, Sonoma, and several gun¬ 
boats is assigned to support the Union advance on Savannah, Georgia, by bombard¬ 
ing Forts Beaulieu and Rosedew in Ossabaw Sound. 

Seven Union gunboats of the Mississippi River Squadron slip down the Cum¬ 
berland River from Nashville, Tennessee, and position themselves opposite the main 
Confederate battery on the Confederate army’s left flank. 

December 15 

South: The combined expedition of General Benjamin F. Butler arrives off the 
North Carolina coast, after missing a rendezvous with the fleet under Admiral 
David D. Porter. 

West: A Union cavalry column under General George Stoneman crosses into west¬ 
ern Virginia and occupies the town of Abingdon, burning a number of buildings. 

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, commanding the Military Division of the West, 
instructs General William f. Hardee to save his army rather than be bottled up and 
captured at Savannah, Georgia. 

The Battle of Nashville commences as General George H. Thomas unleashes 
the XVI and IV Corps against the Confederate left under General Benjamin 
F. Cheatham. Simultaneously, a large diversionary attack by General James B. 
Steedman’s African-American troops sustains heavy losses but pins down the 
Confederate right. All the while, General John B. Hood is shifting men furiously 
to support his overextended line, but it crumbles beforehand. The Southerners, 
stunned and startled by the weight of Thomas’s sledgehammer blows, fall back 
to a new, more compact position a mile and a half distant. Hood, badly outnum¬ 
bered, should have retreated tonight, but he defiantly elects to make another 
stand. 

Naval: A quick raid up the Goan River, Virginia, by the USS Coeur de Lion and 
Mercury destroys 30 small Confederate craft. 

Federal gunboats under Commander Le Roy Fitch, especially the heavy moni¬ 
tors Neosho and Carondelet, actively participate in the Battle of Nashville by bom¬ 
barding Confederate formations along the shore line. Their heavy fire helps drive 
the Southern left flank from the field. 

December 16 

West: The Battle of Nashville continues as General George H. Thomas, startled 
that General John B. Hood’s Confederates have not retreated, renews his drive 
against their re-formed left wing. The attack rolls forward at 3:30 p.m. with Gen¬ 
eral James H. Wilson’s cavalry turning the Southern left flank and racing ahead 
to cut their retreat. This is followed 30 minutes later by a massive attack on the 
Confederate left-center, which completely overpowers the defenders. Hood’s men 
score better results at the fortified position of Overton Hill on the right, where a 
major Union thrust is repelled, but the tide of fugitives fleeing down the turnpike 
becomes irresistible. In the ensuing rout, the Federals capture General Edward 
Johnson and nearly all of Hood’s artillery. Only the onset of darkness and the 
timely arrival of General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry prevent his army from being 
completely annihilated. 
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Nashville is a decisive Confederate defeat that terminates virtually all organized 
resistance in the western theater. Hood’s losses included 1,500 killed or wounded, 
along with 4,462 captured (5,962). Thomas, a methodical, if plodding, pugilist, 
incurs far fewer casualties: 387 dead, 2,558 wounded, and 12 missing (3,057). Nash¬ 
ville is also the only instance in the Civil War when an entire Southern army dis¬ 
solves in abject panic from the field of battle. 

Naval: The USS Mount Vernon and New Berne capture and sink the Confederate 
schooner G. O. Bigelow at Bear Inlet, North Carolina. 

December 17 

South: President Jefferson Davis glumly informs General William J. Hardee that 
he cannot reinforce the Confederate defenders of Savannah, Georgia, with troops 
drawn from the Army of Northern Virginia. 

West: Skirmishing erupts between Union cavalry under General George Stoneman 
and Confederates under General John G. Breckinridge at Wytheville, Virginia. The 
Southerners are forced back, losing 200 prisoners and eight cannon. 

Confederates mount a tenacious rearguard action allowing the army of General 
John B. Hood to escape. Pursuing Union cavalry under General James H. Wilson 
prove relentless, however. 

General William T. Sherman sends a flag of truce into Confederate lines and 
formally demands the surrender of Savannah, Georgia. 

December 18 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln pleads for an additional 300,000 volunteers 
to bolster the Union army’s battered ranks. 

West: Confederates under General John C. Breckinridge stand at Marion, Virginia, 
against General George Stoneman’s Union cavalry, and they are outflanked. They 
subsequently retire toward the mountains of North Carolina. 

General William J. Hardee refuses General William T. Sherman’s demand for 
surrender at Savannah, Georgia, and prepares to abandon the city. 

Naval: The USS Louisiana, heavily laden with 200 tons of gunpowder for an 
impending attack on Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, is briefly towed out 
of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, then returned owning to heavy seas. 

December 19 

West: General George A. Guster’s cavalry conduct a destructive romp from Kern- 
stown, Virginia, to Lacey Springs, burning property and disrupting enemy commu¬ 
nications. However, his attempt to cut the Virginia Central Railroad proceeds only 
as far as Harrisonburg before resistance stiffens. 

A force of 8,000 Union cavalry under General Alfred T. A. Torbert ranges over 
portions of the Shenandoah Valley from Winchester to Gordonsville, Virginia, 
torching crops, farm buildings, and anything of value to the enemy. 

Union troops from the XX Gorps reach the South Carolina shore outside Savan¬ 
nah, Georgia, thereby threatening the only remaining escape route for General Wil¬ 
liam J. Hardee’s Confederates. He orders the city evacuated that evening. 
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Naval: The CSS Waterwitch, a former Union vessel, is burned by Confederates on 
the Vernon River near Savannah, Georgia, to prevent its recapture. 

The USS Princess Royal captures the Confederate schooner Cora off Galveston, 
Texas. 

December 20 

South: Savannah Georgia is evacuated successfully by Confederate forces under 
General William J. Hardee, which cross the Savannah River on a pontoon bridge 
constructed from rice boats. However, the defenders are forced to abandon 250 
heavy cannon. 

West: Union cavalry under General George Stoneman storm into Saltville, Virginia, 
destroying numerous saltworks over the next two days. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut lowers his flag from the USS Hartford in the New 
York Navy Yard and concludes his naval career. 

A boat expedition launched from the USS Chicopee, Valley City, and Wyalusing 
against Rainbow Bluff, North Carolina, is rebuffed by Confederate torpedoes and 
artillery fire along the Roanoke River. 

December 21 

South: Savannah, Georgia, falls to Union forces under General William T. Sher¬ 
man, thereby completing his 285-mile “March to the Sea.” He telegrams President 
Abraham Lincoln, “I beg to present to you as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah 
with 150 heavy guns and also about 25,000 bales of cotton.” 

West: General Benjamin H. Grierson leads a mounted expedition from Mem¬ 
phis, Tennessee, against the Mobile and Ohio Railroad in northern Alabama and 
Mississippi. 

Naval: The Confederate blockade-runner Owl slips past Union vessels off Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina, and makes for the open sea. 

Armed boats from the USS Ethan Allen venture up the Altamaha River, South 
Carolina, on an intelligence-gathering mission. 

Confederate sailors scuttle the CSS Savannah, Isondiga, Firefly, and the floating 
battery Georgia at Savannah, Georgia, preventing their capture by Union forces. 

December 22 

West: General George Stoneman concludes his raid into western Virginia, departs 
Saltville, and rides back to Knoxville, Tennessee. In 12 days, he covers 460 miles, 
taking 900 captives and 19 cannon. 

General Joseph J. Reynolds replaces General Frederick Steele as commander of 
the Department of Arkansas. 

December 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln approves congressional legislation creating 
the rank of vice admiral; David G. Farragut becomes the first American naval officer 
so honored, granting him the equivalent rank of lieutenant general. 

Naval: A belated, combined expedition of 65,000 men under General Benjamin 
F. Butler and five warships under Admiral David D. Porter arrives off Fort Fisher, 
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Wilmington, North Carolina. This is possibly the most formidable coastal fortifica¬ 
tion in the entire Confederacy, being an earthenwork 480 yards long, 60 feet high, 
and mounting 50 heavy cannon. It currently houses a garrison of 1,500 men under 
Colonel William Lamb. 

The USS Acacia captures the British blockade-runner Julia near Alligator Creek, 
South Carolina. 

December 24 

Naval: The USS Louisiana, packed with explosives and intended to be detonated 
under the guns of Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, accidently explodes 
250 yards away from its objective. When this fails to damage the defenses, 60 Union 
warships under Admiral David D. Porter begin a concerted bombardment, which 
strikes the fort at a rate of 115 shells a minute. The pyrotechnics are awe-inspiring 
but produce relatively little damage. 

Federal gunboats under Admiral Samuel D. Lee move down the Tennessee 
River in a failed attempt to interdict General John B. Hood at Chickasaw, Alabama. 
The vessels are thwarted by declining water levels below Great Mussel Shoals and 
withdraw. 

December 25 

South: An attack on Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, by the Army of 
the James under General Benjamin F. Butler, transpires. He lands 2,200 men 
at 2:00 a.m. and advances inland, thinking that the defenses of the fort have 
been silenced. Suddenly, Gonfederate gunners unleash a torrent of shot and shell 
that keeps the attackers 50 yards from their walls. Butler is so nonplussed by 
stout resistance that he summarily cancels the entire operation and withdraws 
back to the fleet offshore. Moreover, this retreat is conducted so hastily that 700 
Union soldiers remain trapped on the beach for the next two days. Confeder¬ 
ate reinforcements under General Robert F. Hoke subsequently arrive to bolster 
Wilmington’s defenses. 

December 26 

West: General John B. Hood begins to ferry the remnants of his army over the Ten¬ 
nessee River at Bainbridge, Tennessee, and heads for Tupelo, Mississippi. This con¬ 
cludes his ill-fated Nashville campaign, the latest nail in the Confederacy’s coffin. 

The Confederate blockade-runner Chameleon (nee Tallahassee) successfully 
evades Union vessels and slips out of Wilmington, North Carolina, after the attack 
on Fort Fisher. 

December 27 

South: General Benjamin F. Butler returns with his expedition to Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia, where news of his rebuff at Wilmington, North Carolina, enrages the nor¬ 
mally detached Ulysses S. Grant. 

Naval: At midnight an armed boat from the USS Virginia cuts out the Gonfederate 
schooner Belle in Galveston harbor, Texas, only yards away from a Southern guard 
boat. 
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December 28 

North: General Ulysses S. Grant admits to President Abraham Lincoln that 
operations against Fort Fisher, North Carolina, are a complete fiasco. Further¬ 
more, he insists that General Benjamin F. Butler be sacked for “gross and culpable 
failure.” 

Naval: Commander George Fi. Preble’s 500-man naval brigade returns to the South 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron after four weeks of campaigning ashore. 

The USS Kanawha destroys an unnamed Confederate sloop at Caney Creek, 
Texas. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
captures and burns the Union bark Delphine in the Indian Ocean. 

December 29 

West: The Union cavalry column under General George Stoneman finishes its 
recent raid into western Virginia by galloping into Knoxville, Tennessee. 

December 30 

Politics: Maryland politician Francis P. Blair contacts President Jefferson Davis 
and suggests meeting with him in Richmond, Virginia, as a peace overture and to 
“explain the view I entertain in reference to the state of affairs of our Country.” 
North: President Abraham Lincoln, less vulnerable politically after his landslide 
election, relieves General Benjamin F. Butler as commander of the Army of the 
James. 

Naval: Strong winds drive the USS Rattler against a snag, and it sinks near Grand 
Gulf, Mississippi. 

December 31 

South: Union forces settle comfortably into their siege lines outside Petersburg 
and Richmond, Virginia, constantly reinforced to a strength of 110,000 men and 
capably led by General Ulysses S. Grant. By contrast, the once-formidable Army of 
Northern Virginia of General Robert E. Lee, undersupplied and underfed, dwin¬ 
dles steadily through illness, desertion, and combat. His 66,000 gaunt, ragged 
soldiers remain determined and capable, but they continue perishing in the cold 
and mud that is the reality of trench warfare. Furthermore, over the succeeding 
months Lee must contain possible Union breakthroughs at any point along a 35- 
mile long defensive perimeter. The efficacy of Grant’s war-winning strategy—to 
pin Lee inside his fortifications and bleed him through sheer attrition—is never 
more apparent. Consequently, the prospects of complete Union victory seldom 
have appeared brighter. 

Naval: An exhausted and ailing admiral David G. Farragut is feted by New York City 
merchants, who present him with a $50,000 government bond. 

Armed boats from the USS Wabash and Pawnee run aground in Charleston 
Harbor, South Carolina, and 27 Union sailors fall captive. 

The USS Mefflcomef captures the Confederate schooner Sea Witch off Galveston, 
Texas. 
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January 1 

South: Army engineers ignite 12,000 pounds of gunpowder at Dutch Gap, Virginia, 
to assist a canal excavation. When the dirt tossed by the explosion simply falls back 
into place. General Benjamin F. Butler abandons efforts to build a detour for Union 
vessels on the James River, Virginia. 

West: The 11th U.S. Colored Infantry conducts antiguerrilla sweeps in Arkansas 
with a heavy skirmish at Bentonville. 

Federal troops skirmish fiercely with Snake warriors along the Canyon City 
Road, Oregon. 

Naval: The USS San Jacinto, progenitor of the notorious Trent affair of 1861, is 
wrecked on No Name Key, Bahamas. 

January 2 

South: General Samuel W. Crawford gains temporary command of the V Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, Virginia. 

West: Union forces under General Benjamin H. Grierson engage Confederate 
forces at Franklin and Lexington, Mississippi, as they destroy sections of the Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles contacts Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton and expresses the dire necessity for capturing and closing Wilmington, 
North Carolina, “the only port by which any supplies whatever reach the rebels.” 

January 3 

South: General Alfred FI. Terry receives command of the forthcoming joint expedi¬ 
tion against Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. At this stage of the war, even 
General Benjamin F. Butler’s political allies cannot salvage his waning fortunes. 

General Oliver O. Howard moves the bulk of the Army of the Tennessee from 
Savannah, Georgia, toward Beaufort on the South Carolina border. 

West: General Benjamin H. Grierson continues raiding along the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad near Mechanicsburg, Mississippi. 

Naval: The USS Harvest Moon transports a detachment of Union troops from 
Savannah, Georgia, to Beaufort, South Carolina. 

The USS Kanawha captures the Confederate schooner Mary Ellen in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

January 4 

South: General Alfred H. Terry embarks 8,000 Federal troops at Bermuda Landing, 
Virginia, as part of the renewed expedition against Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. 

West: General Benjamin H. Grierson concludes his raid against the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad with a skirmish at Ponds, Mississippi. To date, he has destroyed 
20,000 feet of bridges and other roadways, 20 miles of telegraph wire, 14 locomo¬ 
tives, 95 rail cars, and 300 army wagons. 

A Union expedition up the White River culminates in the seizure of 407 head 
of cattle at Augusta, Arkansas. 
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Naval: Admiral David D. Porter begins to lay down his strategy for the reduction 
of Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. He intends to use a naval infantry bri¬ 
gade of sailors and U.S. Marines to hit the fort frontally while army troops storm 
the rear. 

Armed boats from the USS Don seize several Confederate torpedoes on the right 
bank of the Rappahannock River, Virginia. 

January 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln authorizes James Singleton to pass through 
Union lines and enter the Confederacy; his mission is to encourage peace negotia¬ 
tions unofficially. 

Naval: Boats from the USS Winnebago land and seize copper kettles, small boats, 
and other impedimenta at Bon Secours, Alabama. 

The Federal ironclad USS Indianola is raised from its muddy berth in the Mis¬ 
sissippi River after being sunk by enemy action on May 24,1863. 

January 6 

Politics: Representative J. M. Ashley of Ohio renews the political drive to approve the 
13th Amendment to the Constitution. “If slavery is wrong and criminal, as the great 
body of Christian men admit,” he declares, “it is certainly our duty to abolish it.” 

President Jefferson Davis pens a caustic letter to Vice President Alexander H. 
Stephens in which he claims that his whispering campaign against him is under¬ 
mining Confederate morale. “I assure you that it would be to me a source of the 
sincerest pleasure to see you devoting your great and animated ability exclusively to 
upholding the confidence and animating the spirit of the people to unconquerable 
resistance against their foes,” he declares. 

January 7 

South: General Edward O. C. Ord replaces General Benjamin F. Butler as com¬ 
mander of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. This is largely done at 
the behest of General Ulysses S. Grant, who feels that Butler manifestly is incapable 
of commanding a large force such as the Army of the James. Moreover, by sheer 
seniority of rank, Butler is next in line to succeed Grant as overall commander in 
his absence. 

West: Elements of the Union XIX Corps are transferred from the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley to Savannah, Georgia. 

A large body of around 1,000 Cheyenne and Sioux warriors, still resenting the 
Sand Creek Massacre, attack frontier settlements at Julesburg and Valley Station, 
Colorado Territory The Native Americans send a small detachment forward to lure 
the garrison out and a party of the 7th Iowa Cavalry under Captain Nicholas J. 
O’Brien obliges them. However, the intended ambush miscarries when it is sprung 
too early, and the cavalrymen scamper back into the fort. The frustrated warriors, 
unable to breach such strong defenses, subsequently loot and burn the town. 
Naval: Admiral David D. Earragut pays a courtesy call on the White House to dis¬ 
cuss current events with President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of the Navy 
Gideon Welles. 
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The French-built ironclad Sphinx, sold to Denmark and then relinquished after 
the Schleswig-Holstein War, is resold secretly to the Confederacy by French emperor 
Napoleon 111. This vessel, soon to be christened CSS Stonewall, is potentially the 
most powerful Confederate warship of the war. Captain Thomas ]. Paige then sails 
it from Copenhagen to Spain on its maiden voyage. 

January 8 

South: General Edward O. C. Ord, commanding the Army of the James, also takes 
control of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

West: To alleviate near-starvation among his troops. General Thomas L. Rosser 
leads 300 Confederate cavalry from Staunton, West Virginia, on a raid against well- 
stocked Union encampments at Beverly. To accomplish this, the Southerners brave 
high snow drifts and howling winter winds for 75 miles. 

General John A. Logan resumes command of the Union XV Corps in Tennessee. 
Naval: Transports carrying the army of General Alfred H. Terry rendezvous with 
the naval squadron of Admiral David D. Porter off Beaufort, North Carolina. The 
two leaders then finalize plans for the impending assault on Fort Fisher, Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina. 

January 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln dispatches Secretary of War Edwin M. Stan¬ 
ton to Savannah, Georgia, for discussions with General William T. Sherman. Among 
the issues raised is Sherman’s alleged mistreatment of African-American refugees. 

Representative Moses Odell, a New York Democrat, endorses the proposed con¬ 
stitutional amendments to outlaw slavery, insisting: “The South by rebellion has 
absolved the Democratic party at the North from all obligation to stand up longer 
for the defense of its ‘cornerstone.’ ” 

The Tennessee constitutional convention approves an amendment abolishing 
slavery and readies the amendment for a popular vote. 

South: General William T. Sherman entertains Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton 
at his headquarters in Savannah, Georgia. 

West: General John B. Hood straggles into Tupelo, Mississippi, with remnants of 
his once-proud Army of Tennessee. President Jefferson Davis intends to transfer the 
bulk of the survivors eastward to contest the advance of General WiUiam T. Sher¬ 
man in the Carolinas. 

Naval: The USS Wyalusing captures the Confederate schooner Triumph off the 
mouth of the Perquimans River, North Carolina. 

January 10 

Politics: Heated debate in the U.S. House of Representatives continues as to a 
constitutional amendment to abolish slavery. Representative Fernando Wood of 
New York insists its passage negates any chance for peaceful reconciliation with the 
South. 

West: A body of 300 Confederate cavalry under General Thomas L. Rosser reaches 
the Philippi Turnpike north of Beverly, West Virginia, and prepares to storm nearby 
Union positions at dawn. 
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Naval: The USS Valley City seizes the Confederate steamer Philadelphia in the 
Chowan River, Virginia. 

Januaty 11 

Politics: The Missouri constitutional convention approves an ordinance abolish¬ 
ing slavery. 

WEST: Despite freezing weather, 300 Confederate cavalrymen under General Thomas 
L. Rosser attack Union encampments at Beverly, West Virginia. The defenders, com¬ 
prising detachments from the 8th and 34th Ohio Cavalry, are caught by surprise and 
overwhelmed before serious resistance is mounted. Rosser secures 583 captives, 100 
horses, 600 rifles, and, above all, 10,000 rations to feed his hungry men. 

January 12 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton confers with African-American lead¬ 
ers in Washington, D.C., about how to best assimilate freed slaves into society Gar¬ 
rison Frazier, the group’s spokesman, suggests that blacks continue farming the land 
until they are able to purchase it. And, despite allegations of callous indifference by 
General William T. Sherman toward “contrabands,” Frazier states, “We have confi¬ 
dence in General Sherman, and think that what concerns us could not be in better 
hands.” 

Senior Maryland politician Francis R Blair confers with President Jefferson 
Davis in Richmond, Virginia, sounding out possible overtures for peace. To facili¬ 
tate a possible rapprochement, Blair suggests mounting a joint military expedi¬ 
tion against the French in Mexico. Davis dismisses the scheme as quixotic, but he 
acquiesces in sending Confederate representatives to a conference with President 
Abraham Lincoln in February 

South: General John G. Parke resumes command of the IX Corps, Army of the 
Potomac, Virginia. 

West: General Richard Taylor is instructed by President Jefferson Davis to transfer 
troops from the Army of Tennessee at Tupelo, Mississippi, to bolster Confederate 
defenses in the Carolinas. “Sherman’s campaign has produced bad effect on our 
people, success against his future operations is needful to reanimate public confi¬ 
dence,” he contends, “ITardee requires more aid than Lee can give him, and Hood’s 
army is the only source to which we can now look.” 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter arrives off Wilmington, North Carolina, with a fleet 
of 59 warships and 8,000 men commanded by General Alfred H. Terry. This is the 
largest Union armada and combined expedition of the entire war. 

The new and formidable ram CSS Columbia grounds in Charleston harbor on 
its maiden voyage and efforts to refloat it fail. 

January 13 

South: General Alfred H. Terry lands four brigades of white troops and one of 
African Americans, totaling 8,000 men, outside Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. As the whites take up assault positions, the black soldiers dig strong forti¬ 
fications across the peninsula to forestall the arrival of Confederate reinforcements 
from General Robert F. Hoke’s division. 



542 Civil War Almanac 


1865 


General John B. Hood resigns from the Army of Tennessee at Tupelo, Missis¬ 
sippi, and he is succeeded temporarily by General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter’s fleet begins a protracted bombardment of the 
Confederate defenses at Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina. During the next 
two days, his fleet pours an estimated 1.6 million pounds of explosive ordnance on 
the Southern garrison, commanded by Colonel William Lamb. 

Commander Stephen B. Luce takes the USS Pontiac 40 miles up the Savannah 
River to confer with General William T. Sherman. Luce’s experience with the general 
indelibly impresses on him the need to educate navy officers in the principles of 
warfare and eventually inspires him to found the U.S. Naval War College in New¬ 
port, Rhode Island. 

January 14 

South: Union troops under General Alfred H. Terry resist General Braxton Bragg’s 
efforts to reinforce the Confederate garrison at Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. Nonetheless, 350 make it through under General William H. C. Whiting, 
bringing garrison strength up to roughly 2,000 men. 

Naval: The armada of Admiral David D. Porter, mounting 627 heavy cannon, con¬ 
tinues its concentrated bombardment of Confederate defenses at Fort Fisher, Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina. Porter moves his ships to within 1,000 yards and delivers a 
meticulously aimed fire that strikes Fort Fisher’s defenses at a rate of 100 shells per 
minute. Within hours, most of the fort’s heavy cannon have been rendered useless. 

The USS Seminole captures the Confederate schooner Josephine off the Texas 
coast. 

The Confederate blockade-runner Leila founders off the mouth of the Mersey 
River, England, killing Commander Arthur Sinclair, C.S.N. 

January 15 

Politics: Edward Everett, a former U.S. congressman from Massachusetts, dies in 
Boston at the age of 71. 

South: General John Gibbon assumes control of the XXIV Corps, Army of the 
James. This transfer signals that his formally cordial relationship with General Win¬ 
field S. Hancock has ended. 

General Alfred H. Terry commences an all-out assault on Fort Fisher, Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina, with three brigades commanded by Generals Newton M. Cur¬ 
tis, Galusha Pennypacker, and Louis H. Bell. The attack is launched in concert with a 
large naval brigade that advances against the fort’s northeastern salient. Meanwhile, 
the army troops move inland around the rear of Confederate defenses and storm 
numerous lines of entrenchments and parapets. Resistance is fierce, and all three 
Union brigadiers are either killed or wounded in fierce, hand-to hand fighting that 
lasts eight hours. General William H. C. Whiting and Colonel William Lamb make 
repeated entreaties for reinforcements, but General Braxton Bragg, with 6,000 men 
under General Robert F. Hoke nearby, makes no attempt to interfere. At length. 
Porter sails in closer with concentrated firepower against the defenders while Terry 
commits his final brigade under General Joseph C. Abbott. The remaining Confed¬ 
erates are overpowered by 10:00 p.m. and surrender. 
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The Union Assault on Fort Fisher January 15, 1865 Painting by Lewis Prang (Library of Congress) 


The fall of Fort Fisher is a major victory and demonstrates the Union’s skill at 
massive, combined operations. Terry’s and Porter’s combined losses are 266 killed, 
1,018 wounded, and 57 missing (1,341) with Colonels Pennypacker and Curtis 
receiving the Congressional Medal of Flonor. Confederate losses total around 500 
with an additional 1,500 captured. Both General Whiting and Colonel Lamb are 
wounded, the former mortally. Federal forces finally have slammed the door shut on 
the South’s sole remaining open port, and Confederate vice president Alexander H. 
Stephens regards its fall as “one of the greatest disasters that had befallen our cause 
from the beginning of the war.” 

West: General John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps begins to embark on army trans¬ 
ports at Clifton, Tennessee to Cincinnati, Ohio, en route to Washington, D.C., and 
eventual deployment in North Carolina. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter orders the monitors USS New Ironsides, Saugus, 
Canonicus, Monadnock, and Mahopacto within 1,000 yards of Fort Fisher, Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina, and unleashes a withering, point-blank bombardment. Several 
hours of cannonading silence virtually all of the forts heavy cannon, at which point 
firing ceases and a naval brigade of 1,600 sailors and 400 U.S. Marines lands ashore 
under Commander K. Randolph Breese. This force is tasked with launching diver- 
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sionary attacks while army troops work their way around to the rear of Confederate 
defenses. Three desperate charges are launched and repelled with the loss of 309 
casualties, but the defenders are successfully distracted. For their role in the victory, 
no less than 35 sailors and marines win the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren agrees to provide a diversion at Charleston, South 
Carolina, to draw Confederate attention away from General William T. Sherman’s 
army marching up from Savannah, Georgia. Prior to this decision, several naval 
vessels are dispatched to find and mark numerous obstacles blocking the harbor. 
In the course of such activity, the ironclad USS Patapsco strikes a torpedo near the 
entrance of Charleston harbor. South Carolina, sinking 15 seconds later with the 
loss of 62 officers and men. 

January 16 

Politics: Maryland politician Francis P. Blair conveys a letter from President Jef¬ 
ferson Davis to President Abraham Lincoln suggesting peace negotiations “between 
the two nations.” Lincoln, like Davis, dismisses any notion of a joint military expe¬ 
dition to expel the French from Mexico, but he agrees to attend a peace conference 
slated for February. 

The Confederate Congress, lacking confidence in President Jefferson Davis’s 
conduct of affairs, passes a resolution 14 to 2 to appoint General Robert E. Lee as 
general in chief and also restore General Joseph E. Johnston to commander of the 
Army of Tennessee. 

North: Alfred H. Terry is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: Two drunken U.S. sailors accidentally ignite 13,000 pounds of gunpowder 
at Eort Eisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, killing 25 Eederals, injuring 66, and 
leaving an additional 13 missing. 

General Braxton Bragg abandons Smithville and Reeves Point, North Carolina, 
blowing up Port Caswell and other defensive works at the mouth of the Cape Fear 
River. 

General William T. Sherman directs his army north from Savannah, Georgia, 
and toward South Carolina. He also issues Special Field Order No. 15, which confis¬ 
cates land on the Georgia coast for the express purpose of settling African-American 
refugees. He later insists this is nothing more than a temporary expedient until the 
refugees can be settled inland on a more permanent basis. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory urges the James River 
Squadron under Commander John K. Mitchell to sortie southward and attack a 
large Union supply depot at City Point, Virginia. This major installation is General 
Ulysses S. Grant’s base of operations. “If we can block the river at or below City 
Point,” he reasons, “Grant might be compelled to evacuate his position.” 

January 17 

South: General George W. Getty takes charge of the VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
Virginia. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter, surveying the size and strength of Fort Fisher, 
Wilmington, North Carolina, marvels over its construction yet concludes that “no 
Alabamas, Floridas, Chickamaugas, or Tallahassees will ever fit out again from this 
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port, and our merchant vessels very soon, I hope, will be enabled to pursue in safety 
their avocation.” Porter also orders Wilmington’s signal lights lit and those of his 
warships dimmed, to lure any unsuspecting blockade-runners into his grasp. 

Boat crews from the USS Honeysuckle seize the English blockade-runner Augusta 
in the Suwannee River, Florida. 

A combined expedition mounted from the Mississippi Squadron lands at 
Somerville, Alabama, seizing 90 captives and several horses. 

January 18 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln hands Francis P. Blair a letter to President 
Jefferson Davis, demonstrating his willingness to negotiate peace for the inhabitants 
“of our one common country.” 

South: Command of the Savannah, Georgia, region falls to on General John G. 
Foster and the Department of the South. 

WEST: Confederate cavalry under General Thomas L. Rosser surprise Union out¬ 
posts near Lovettsville, Virginia, and then evade a hasty Federal pursuit. 

Naval: Lieutenant William B. Cushing of the USS Monticello lands at Fort Caswell, 
North Carolina, and raises the Stars and Stripes. 

Confederate blockade-runners Granite City and Wave successfully evade the 
Union blockade at Calcasieu Pass, Louisiana. 

January 19 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln inquires of General Ulysses S. Grant about 
the possibility of finding Robert Lincoln, his eldest son, a staff position. Grant sub¬ 
sequently appoints him assistance adjutant general with a rank of captain. 

President Jefferson Davis, intent on shoring up support for his flagging reputa¬ 
tion as a war leader, convinces General Robert E. Lee to serve as general in chief of 
Confederate forces. Lee reluctantly agrees but cautions, “I must state that with the 
addition of the immediate command of the army, I do not think I could accomplish 
any good.” 

South: General William T. Sherman orders his army to begin to march north 
toward the South Carolina border. A two-pronged drive toward Columbia, the state 
capital, is developing. 

January 20 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, recently arrived from Savannah, 
Georgia, confers with President Abraham Lincoln as to recent conversations held 
with General William T. Sherman. 

South: General William T. Sherman’s army marches north, encountering strong 
Confederate resistance at Pocotaligo and along the Salkehatchie River, South 
Carolina. 

West: Federal troops fight off an attack by hostile Cheyenne and Arapaho at Fort 
Learned, Kansas. 

The Arizona Territory is joined to the Department of the Pacific. 

Naval: A somewhat surprised admiral David D. Porter, aboard the USS Malvern, 
watches as Confederate blockade-runners Stag and Charlotte inadvertently anchor 
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near his vessel in Wilmington harbor and are captured. They are unaware of Fort 
Fisher’s recent capture. 

Confederate blockade-runner City of Richmond drops anchor at Quiberon Bay, 
France, and awaits the arrival of the CSS Stonewall to transfer men and supplies 
aboard. 

January 21 

South: General William T. Sherman begins to relocate his headquarters from 
Savannah, Georgia, to Beaufort, South Carolina. Overall, Union movements are 
delayed two weeks by incessant rains. 

West: General John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps disembarks from transports at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, following a five-day journey from Clifton, Tennessee. Here, they 
entrain for Washington, D.C., and eventual service in North Carolina. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory again urges Com¬ 
mander John K. Mitchell of the James River Squadron to strike Union supply depots 
at City Point, Virginia. “You have an opportunity, I am convinced, rarely presented 
to a naval operations officer,” Mallory insists, “and one which may lead to the most 
glorious results to your country.” 

The USS Penguin runs the Confederate blockade-runner Granite City aground 
off Velasco, Texas, and destroys it with gunfire. 

January 22 

Naval: An armed boat from the USS Chocura captures and burns the Confederate 
schooner Delphina in Calcasieu Pass, Louisiana. 

Lieutenant John Low, C.S.N., sails the steamer CSS Ajax from Dublin, Ireland, 
and makes for Nassau to receive its armament. However, adroit diplomacy by Amer¬ 
ican minister Charles F. Adams dissuades the British from allowing any guns to be 
shipped there. 

January 23 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, reacting to pressure from the Confederate Con¬ 
gress, signs the General-in-Chief Act, which renders General Robert E. Lee supreme 
military commander. 

West: Command of the much-depleted Army of Tennessee formally reverts to Gen¬ 
eral Richard Taylor at Tupelo, Mississippi, where he commands 18,000 men. More 
than 4,000 soldiers have been transferred to South Carolina to reinforce General 
William J. Hardee. 

Naval: Commodore John K. Mitchell sorties down the James River past Richmond, 
Virginia, to attack a Union supply depot at City Point. Sailing with him are the CSS 
Virginia II, Fredericksburg, Drewry, Torpedo, Richmond, Scorpion, Wasp, and Hornet. 
Mitchell’s progress halts once the Virginia II and Richmond run aground on Union 
obstacles placed at Trent’s Reach. However, Union commander W. A. Parker is criti¬ 
cized severely for declining to engage the Southerners and withdrawing his own 
ironclad squadron to deeper water. 

The USS Fox captures the British blockade-runner Fannie McRae in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 
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January 24 

North: Reversing himself, General Ulysses S. Grant now approves of renewed pris¬ 
oner of war exchanges. The Southerners’ arrival home will only exacerbate Confed¬ 
erate food shortages. 

South: General Orlando B. Wilcox takes temporary command of the IX Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, Virginia. 

West: General Nathan B. Forrest assumes control of the Confederate District of 
Mississippi, East Louisiana, and West Tennessee. 

Naval: The CSS Drewry is hit by Union artillery fire on the James River and explodes. 
Then the USS Onondaga and Massasoit under Commander W. A. Parker steam up 
the James River to engage Confederate vessels under Commodore John K. Mitchell, 
but the Southerners retire upstream. 

The Confederate ironclad CSS Stonewall anchors at Quiberon Bay, France, to 
receive a full complement of crew from the blockade-runner City of Richmond. 

January 25 

Naval: The USS Tristram Shandy captures the Confederate steamer Blenheim off 
New Inlet, North Carolina. 

As the army of General William T. Sherman advances from Savannah, Georgia, 
ships of Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron dip into 
nearby rivers to provide naval support whenever possible. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Waddell 
drops anchor off Melbourne, Australia, to take on supplies and carry out repairs. 

January 26 

South: To mask his forthcoming advance on Columbia, South Carolina, General 
William T. Sherman dispatches a column toward Charleston as a diversion. 

Naval: The tug USS Clover captures the Confederate blockade-runner Coquette in 
the Combahee River, South Carolina. Meanwhile, the Dai Ching, which grounds in 
the same river, is scuttled and abandoned. 

January 27 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis begins to choose a commission to conduct 
informal peace talks as suggested by Lrancis P. Blair. This ultimately consists of Vice 
President Alexander H. Stephens, Senate president Robert Hunter, and Assistant 
Secretary of War John A. Campbell. They are authorized to discuss possible political 
moves leading to an armistice. 

South: General Gouverneur K. Warren resumes command of the V Corps, Army 
of the Potomac, Virginia. 

West: Command of the Confederate District of Mississippi, East Louisiana, and 
West Tennessee reverts to General Nathan B. Forrest. 

General Robert E. Lee advises President Jefferson Davis of potentially ruinous 
desertion rates in the Army of Northern Virginia. He ascribes the unrest to a con¬ 
stant lack of food and suggests that the Commissary Department do better. 

Naval: The USS Eutaw steams up the James River, Virginia, and captures the tor¬ 
pedo boat CSS Scorpion. 

The USS Ariel captures an unnamed boat near the Manatee River, Florida. 
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January 28 

South: Skirmishing occurs as Union forces under General WiUiam T. Sherman pass 
along the Combahee River, South Carolina. 

West: Union forces repel a Confederate attack on Athens, Tennessee, losing 20 men 
in the process. 

Naval: General Ulysses S. Grant arrives onboard the USS Malvern to confer with 
Admiral David D. Porter. Grant then persuades the admiral to provide naval 
support for an offensive up the Cape Fear River against Fort Anderson, North 
Carolina. 

The USS Valley City steams down the Chowan River and helps repel a Confeder¬ 
ate night attack against a Union encampment at Colerain, North Carolina. 

The Torpedo boat CSS St. Patrick successfully strikes the USS Octorara at night 
off Mobile Bay, Alabama, but its spar torpedo fails to detonate. The Confederate 
vessel then flees undamaged into the darkness. 

The Confederate ironclad CSS Stonewall departs Quiberon Bay, France, and 
steams for El Ferrol, Spain, to take on additional coal. 

January 30 

South: Advance elements from the Army of Tennessee arrive at Augusta, Georgia, 
to join Confederate forces under General William J. Hardee. 

WEST: The Military Division of the Missouri is set up and includes the Depart¬ 
ments of Missouri and the Northwest; General John Pope is appointed command¬ 
ing officer. 

Naval: A boat crew from the USS Henry Brinker, scouting King’s Creek, Virginia, 
uncovers two 150-pound Confederate torpedoes and the galvanic batteries neces¬ 
sary to detonate them from the shore. 

The USS Cherokee bombards Confederate troops at Half Moon Battery, North 
Carolina. 

January 31 

Politics: The U.S. House of Representatives finally musters the two-thirds (119 to 
56) majority necessary to approve the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, which 
abolishes slavery. This legislation had been passed previously by the U.S. Senate on 
April 8,1864, and now is handed off to the states for ratification. 

South: General Robert E. Lee is appointed general in chief of Confederate forces in 
light of continuing dissatisfaction concerning President Jefferson Davis’s handling 
of military affairs. 

The Department of North Carolina is created with General John M. Schofield 
as commanding officer. 

General David S. Stanley takes charge of the IV Corps in East Tennessee and 
North Alabama. 

February 1 

Politics: Illinois becomes the first state to ratify the 13th Amendment to the Con¬ 
stitution, formally abolishing slavery. 
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John Rock, an African-American attorney from Boston Massachusetts, becomes 
the first minority lawyer to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Confederate secretary of war James A. Seddon resigns from office due to politi¬ 
cal pressure. 

South: General William T. Sherman departs Savannah, Georgia, with 62,000 men 
and heads toward the South Carolina border. His command consists of two wings 
under Generals Oliver O. Howard’s Army of the Tennessee (XV, XVJJ Gorps) and 
Henry W. Slocum’s Army of Georgia (XV and XX Corps), aided by a cavalry divi¬ 
sion of General Hugh J. Kilpatrick. The Northerners are eager to wreak havoc in the 
heart of secessionism, and their penchant for destruction—while officially against 
orders—exceeds anything inflicted on Georgia. 

West: General John B, Magruder is appointed head of the District of Arkansas. 
Naval: Boat crews from the USS Midnight land and destroy a large saltworks at St. 
Andrew’s Bay, Florida. 

February 2 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln departs Washington, D.C., to meet with Con¬ 
federate peace commissioners at Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

Rhode Island and Michigan are the second and third states to ratify the 13th 
Amendment. 

South: General John G. Parke resumes command of the JX Corps, Army of the 
Potomac, Virginia. 

Skirmishing breaks out at Whippy Swamp, South Carolina, between forces 
under Generals William T. Sherman and William J. Hardee. The approach of Federal 
troops also induces Gonfederate authorities to prepare to evacuate Charleston. 
West: Marauding Cheyenne and Sioux pay a second visit to Julesburg, Colorado, 
chasing the inhabitants into the nearby fort and burning whatever buildings they 
find standing. 

Naval: The USS Pinola captures the Confederate schooner Ben Willis in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

February 3 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis dispatches Confederate vice president Alexan¬ 
der H. Stephens, John A. Campbell, and Robert M. T. Hunter to confer with Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward aboard a ship off 
Hampton Roads, Virginia. The meeting deadlocks since the Southerners insist on 
independence for the Confederacy as a precondition for peace, whereas Lincoln will 
accept only their unconditional surrender. 

Maryland, New York, and West Virginia ratify the 13th Amendment, for a total 
of six states. 

South: Federal troops battle with Confederates at Rivers’s Bridge, South Carolina, 
as the army under General William T. Sherman grinds inexorably forward. 

West: The Confederate District of North Mississippi and West Tennessee is set up 
under General Marcus J. Wright. 

The Confederate District of South Mississippi and East Tennessee is created 
under General Wirt W. Adams. 
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Naval: The CSS Macon and Sampson, berthed on the Savannah River, Georgia, are 
ordered to turn over all powder and ammunition supplies to Confederate army 
units operating in the vicinity of Augusta. 

The USS Matthew Vassar seizes the Confederate blockade-runner John Hale off 
the Florida coast following a chase of four hours. 

February 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln returns to Washington, D.C., somewhat 
distraught that little has been accomplished through peace negotiations. He then 
assures General Ulysses S. Grant, “Nothing transpired, or transpiring, with the three 
gentlemen from Richmond is to cause any change, hindrance, or delay of your mili¬ 
tary plans or operations.” 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant, determined to stretch Confederate defenses at 
Petersburg, Virginia, to the breaking point, orders Union forces to cut off Southern 
wagon trains near Hatcher’s Run along Boydton Plank Road. The II Corps under 
General Andrew A. Humphreys, the V Corps of General Gouverneur K. Warren, and 
a cavalry division led by General John M. Gregg draw the assignment. 

Fighting erupts at Angley’s Post Office and Buford’s Bridge, South Carolina, as 
General William T. Sherman surges farther into the state. 

Naval: The USS Wamsutta and Potomska run an unidentified blockade-runner 
ashore at Breach Inlet, South Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Midnight land and destroy a saltworks at West Bay, 
Florida. 

February 5 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln floats the idea of offering $400 million to 
slave states if they will surrender by April 1. His cabinet uniformly rejects the sug¬ 
gestion, however, so Lincoln abandons it. 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant launches a renewed offensive along the Boyd¬ 
ton Plank Road near Hatcher’s Run (Dabney’s Mill), Virginia. Union cavalry under 
General David M. Gregg arrive at Dinwiddie Gourt House, find only a few Confed¬ 
erate wagons and no troops, and subsequently encamp nearby. Meanwhile, General 
Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps also moves up to Hatcher’s Run while the II Corps 
of General Andrew A. Humphreys occupies the nearby Vaughan Road. Throughout 
the course of the day. Confederates launch several strong attacks but are repulsed. 
Humphreys is then reinforced overnight by Gregg’s cavalry, and fighting dies down 
across the line. 

Naval: A joint expedition from the USS Roanoke up the Pagan and Jones creeks, 
Virginia, leads to the capture of an unnamed Gonfederate torpedo boat. 

Lieutenant William B. Cushing leads an armed expedition up the Little River, 
South Carolina, to seize cotton supplies and prisoners. 

The Confederate blockade-runner Chameleon tries and fails to run the Union 
blockade off Charleston, South Carolina, then turns and departs for Nassau. 

The USS Niagara under Commodore Thomas T. Craven, learning of the CSS 
StonewalFs departure, sails from Dover, England, possibly to intercept it off the 
coast of Spain. 
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February 6 

Politics: In reporting to the Confederate Congress on the recent conference 
held at Hampton Roads, President Jefferson Davis denounces President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln for insisting on unconditional surrender as the basis for peace. He 
declares this unacceptable and vows that the struggle for Southern independence 
will go on. 

General John C. Breckinridge is appointed Confederate secretary of war to 
replace outgoing James A. Seddon. 

South: Heavy fighting resumes along Hatcher’s Run, Virginia, as Confederate forces 
under General John B. Gordon’s division slam into the exposed V Corps of General 
Gouverneur K. Warren. In the course of fighting. Confederate general John Pegram 
is killed attacking Union lines. However, a sharp thrust by additional Southerners 
under General Clement A. Evans contests the Federals along the Boydton Plank 
Road until nightfall ends the action. 

General Robert E. Lee formally is designated general in chief of Confederate 
armies, although at this stage of the struggle this assignment is merely symbolic. 
General Edward O. G. Ord becomes commander of the Department of Virginia. 

February 7 

Politics: Maine and Kansas ratify the 13th Amendment; the Delaware legislature 
fails to muster a two-thirds majority. 

South: Fighting continues at Hatcher’s Run, Virginia, as Union forces successfully 
extend their siege lines. The Federals sustain 170 dead, 1,100 injured, and 182 miss¬ 
ing (1,512). Confederate losses are not known but are presumed to be nearly as 
heavy. Worse, General Robert E. Lee’s defensive perimeter is now stretched to 37 
miles in length, increasingly hard for his 46,000 men to hold against superior num¬ 
bers. This action momentarily concludes General Ulysses S. Grant’s efforts to shift 
forces leftward. 

Union troops under General William T. Sherman capture the Edisto River 
Bridge, South Garolina, and cut the Augusta and Charleston Railroad at Blackville, 
but progress is slowed by swamps and swollen rivers. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Bienville enter Galveston harbor, Texas, and 
capture the British blockade-runners Annie Sophie and Pet. However, they fail to 
apprehend the Confederate blockade-runner Wren. 

February 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln signs a U.S. House resolution declaring that 
11 states of the soon-to-be-defunct Confederacy should not enjoy representation 
in the electoral college. 

South: Elements of General John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps trickle into Fort 
Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, following their rapid transfer from the Ten¬ 
nessee interior. 

General William T. Sherman responds to a letter from General Joseph Wheeler 
complaining that Union troops are destroying private homes and property. “Vacant 
houses being of no use to anybody, I care little about,” he writes, “I don’t want them 
destroyed, but do not take much care to preserve them.” 
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West: General Grenville M. Dodge assumes command of the Department of 
Kansas. 

February 9 

Politics: On the recommendation of General Robert E. Lee, now general in chief, 
President Jefferson Davis enacts a pardon for all Confederate deserters who report 
back to their units within 30 days. 

Unionists in Virginia ratify the 13th Amendment outlawing slavery. 

South: General Quincy A. Gilmore replaces General John G. Foster as commander 
of the Department of the South. 

The Division of Northern Louisiana is formed with General Francis J. Herron 
as commanding officer. 

The Division of Southern Louisiana, centered at New Orleans, is set up under 
General Thomas W. Sherman. 

The XXIII Corps fully deploys at Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, 
under General John M. Schofield, who also commands the Department of North 
Carolina. His orders are to forge inland, take Wilmington, and affect a new sup¬ 
ply route for General William T. Sherman as the latter advances up from South 
Carolina. 

Naval: The USS Pawnee, Sonoma, and Daffodil bombard Confederate batteries in 
Togodo Creek, North Edisto, North Carolina. This action is undertaken in support 
of General William T. Sherman’s army, then moving north near the coast. 

February 10 

West: The Department of Kentucky is created under General John M. Palmer. 

The Department of the Cumberland is created with General George H. Thomas 
as commanding officer. 

Naval: Captain Raphael Semmes is promoted to rear admiral, C.S.N., for his con¬ 
duct as commander of the CSS Alabama, and he is instructed to take command of 
the James River Squadron, Virginia. 

The USS Shawmut and Huron bombard Confederate batteries and Fort Ander¬ 
son on the Cape Fear River, North Carolina. 

The ironclad USS Lehigh, assisted by several gunboats, cruises the Stono and 
Folly rivers. South Carolina, in support of army movements and occasionally 
engages Confederate land batteries. 

The USS Princess Royal captures and burns the Confederate steamer Will o’ Wisp 
off Galveston, Texas. 

Februaty 11 

South: The army of General William T. Sherman severs the Augusta and Charles¬ 
ton Railroad, which prevents Charleston, South Carolina, from receiving reinforce¬ 
ments. General William J. Hardee becomes convinced, mistakenly, that the city is 
Sherman’s ultimate objective. 

The XXIII Corps under General John M. Schofield makes preparations to steam 
up the Cape Fear River in transports provided by Admiral David D. Porter, and 
outflank the defenders of Fort Anderson, North Carolina. 
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Naval: A party of 100 Confederate sailors under Lieutenant Charles W. Read 
marches from Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, toward City Point on the James River. There, 
they are to capture several Union vessels, outfit them with spar torpedoes, and then 
attack and sink any Union ironclads in the area. Success here would leave remain¬ 
ing Federal ships at the mercy of Confederate ironclads waiting upstream. Southern 
control of the James River could severely compromise the Union army’s ability to 
supply itself at Petersburg. 

The USS Keystone State, Aries, Montgomery, Howquah, Emma, and Vicksburg 
bombard Half Moon Battery on Cape Fear River, six miles above Fort Fisher, North 
Carolina. 

The USS Penobscot captures the British blockade-runner Matilda in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

The USS Niagara arrives off La Coruna, Spain, to shadow the CSS Stonewall 
anchored at nearby El Ferrol. 

February 12 

Politics: The Electoral College meets and confirms President Abraham Lincoln’s 
election victory on a vote of 212 to 21. 

South: Union forces under General William T. Sherman advance into BranchviUe, 
South Carolina. His soldiers are particularly vengeful during this phase of the march, 
knowing that the movement for secession commenced here. Sherman’s presence 
forces Confederates under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard across the Edisto River, 
from whence they begin to concentrate at Cheraw. In effect, Beauregard abandons 
the central reaches of the state to preserve his army. 

West: A party of 100 Union soldiers surrounds and attacks the home of noted Con¬ 
federate guerrilla captain Jeff Williams in Lewisburg, Arkansas, killing him. 

General Samuel R. Gurtis assumes command of the Department of the 
Northwest. 

Naval: A daring Gonfederate naval expedition conducted by Lieutenant Charles 
W. Read is cancelled on account of worsening weather and fears of a Union army 
ambush. He then marches back to Richmond, Virginia, where almost all of his 100 
volunteers require medical attention due to exposure. 

Confederate blockade-runners Carolina, Dream, Chicora, Chamelon, and Owl 
sortie from Nassau and try to run the Union blockade off Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, from a variety of directions. 

February 13 

Diplomacy: Lord John Russell informs American diplomats in London of the gov¬ 
ernment’s unease over the recent American naval buildup in the Great Lakes region, 
which negates the 1817 Rush-Bagot Agreement. The British are summarily told that 
any buildup is in direct response to the Confederate raid on St. Albans, Vermont, on 
October 19,1864, which originated from Canada. 

Politics: Reacting to complaints from west Tennessee politicians, President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln admonishes military authorities there, insisting that, “the object of the 
war being to restore and maintain the blessings of peace and good government, 1 
desire you to help, and not hinder, every advance in that direction.” 
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South: The projected movement of General Jacob D. Cox’s division, XXII Corps, 
to outflank Fort Anderson, North Carolina, is hampered by heavy rain and muddy 
conditions. 

Naval: The crews of the Confederate vessels CSS Chicora, Palmetto State, and 
Charleston, 300 men and officers in all, are marched from Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, under Commander John R. Tucker. They are instructed to assist in the defense 
of Wilmington, North Carolina. 

February 14 

South: Wade Hampton is appointed lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

General John M. Schofield, citing heavy rain and poor marching conditions, 
temporarily halts his planned flanking movement by General Jacob D. Cox’s divi¬ 
sion against Fort Anderson, North Carolina. 

General William T. Sherman departs Orangeburg, South Carolina, directs Union 
forces across the Congaree River, and begins to advance on Columbia with both 
wings of his army. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard makes preparations to flee and 
also orders the garrison of Charleston under General WiUiam J. Hardee to escape 
possible encirclement. 

West: General George Stoneman takes charge of the District of East Tennessee. 
Naval: The Confederate blockade-runner Celt runs aground while attempting to 
enter Charleston harbor. South Carolina. 

February 15 

South: The army of General William T. Sherman halts just south of Columbia, 
South Carolina, as Confederates continue evacuating the state capital. To mask this 
move, they bombard the Union encampments from across the Congaree River. 

General Alexander Asboth becomes commander of the District of West 
Florida. 

WEST: General Mosby M. Parsons takes command of the Confederate Department 
of Arkansas. 

Naval: The Union steamer Knickerbocker runs hard aground at Smith’s Point, Vir¬ 
ginia, where it is burned by Confederate forces. 

The USS Merrimac founders and is allowed to sink off the Florida coast; the 
crew is rescued by the steamer Morning Star. 

February 16 

Politics: The 13th Amendment is ratified by Indiana, Nevada, and Louisiana. 
South: The division of General Jacob D. Cox, XXII Corps, ferries up the Cape 
Fear River in transports toward Smithville, North Carolina. This movement is part 
of General John M. Schofield’s campaign to evict Confederate defenders from 
Wilmington. 

Federal artillery begin to shell Columbia, South Carolina, while troops under 
General Oliver O. Howard throw a pontoon bridge across the Broad River north of 
the city. Meanwhile, the defenders under Generals Pierre G. T. Beauregard and Wade 
Hampton complete the evacuation of their troops. Farther east. General William J. 
Hardee is also preparing to flee Charleston rather then become pinned within it. 
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West: Confederate cavalry under General John Crawford capture Union garrisons 
at Athens and Sweet Water, Tennessee. 

Naval: Gunboats and transports under Admiral David D. Porter ferry the XXIII 
Corps of General John M. Schofield from Fort Fisher, North Carolina, to Smithville 
on the Cape Fear River. 

February 17 

Politics: The U.S. Congress repudiates all debts accrued by various Confederate 
governments. 

South: General Jacob D. Cox leads 8,000 Federal troops ashore at Smithville on the 
Cape Fear River, prior to attacking Fort Anderson, North Carolina. Once reinforced 
by the division of General Adelbert Ames, X Corps, he pushes inland to cut off the 
Confederate garrison. 

Union forces under General William T. Sherman accept the surrender of 
Columbia, capital of South Carolina, from city officials. Meanwhile, General Wade 
Hampton’s cavalry burn enormous stores of cotton bales prior to retreating, sparks 
from which ignite several uncontrollable fires. The Federals, flushed with victory 
and revenge, also enjoy free access to liquor, and discipline begins to dissolve. Fires 
break out all evening and destroy two-thirds of the city. Southerners are convinced 
that Columbia has been torched on Sherman’s orders, and they mark it as a defining 
atrocity of the war. Sherman denies any culpability and claims the fire was caused 
by the sparks that spread from burning cotton bales. 

Charleston, South Carolina, is evacuated by Confederate forces under General 
William J. Hardee, ending an epic siege lasting 567 days. The defenders, who aban¬ 
don 250 heavy cannon, begin to move north in the direction of Cheraw. 

Naval: Federal warships under Admiral David D. Porter bombard Fort Anderson, 
North Carolina. To draw Confederate fire, the Union ships tow “Old Bogey,” a fake 
ironclad assembled from a scow, limber, and canvas, to the head of their line. As 
expected, it draws the most fire and spares the fleet considerable damage. 

Armed boats from the USS Pawnee, Sonoma, Ottawa, Winona, Potomska, Wando, 
and /. S. Chambers launch a major diversionary landing at Bull’s Bay, South Caro¬ 
lina, to assist the army under General William T. Sherman. Part of this force then 
unites with the division of General Edward E. Potter and continues driving Con¬ 
federate forces inland. 

The USS Mahaska captures the Confederate schooner Delia near Bayport, 
Florida. 

February 18 

Politics: General Robert E. Lee agrees in principle to the notion of arming slaves 
to fight for Southern independence, but he feels they must be employed as free men 
to be effective. 

South: General Jacob D. Cox’s division begins to maneuver to attack Eort Ander¬ 
son, Wilmington, North Carolina, closely supported by naval vessels. 

General William T. Sherman orders all factories, supply houses, and railroad 
facilities found in Columbia, South Carolina, burned to deny their use to the 
Confederacy. 
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Charleston, South Carolina, is occupied by Union forces under General Alex¬ 
ander Schimmelfenning. For many Federals, capture of this “fire-eater” capital is 
sweet revenge. 

West: Men of the 12th U.S. Colored Artillery defeat a Confederate attack on Fort 
Jones, Colesburg, Kentucky. 

The Union XIII under General Gordon Granger and XVI Corps under General 
Andrew J. Smith are created for service in Mississippi and Missouri, respectively. 
Naval: The ironclads GSS Chicora, Palmetto, and Charleston are scuttled by Confed¬ 
erate authorities at Charleston, South Carolina, to prevent their capture by Admiral 
John A. B. Dahlgren. 

The USS Catskill seizes the Confederate blockade-runner Deer during the 
Southern evacuation of Charleston, South Carolina. 

The USS Gladiola captures the Confederate steamer Syren near Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The USS Pinola captures and sinks the Confederate schooner Anna Dale off 
Pass Cavallo, Texas. 

The USS Forest Rose disperses a gathering of Confederates at Cole’s Creek, 
Mississippi. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. WaddeJJ 
hoists anchor and saiJs from Port PhiJip Bay, Melbourne, Australia. During this 
three-week visit to affect repairs, word of his arrival reaches the Union whaling fleet, 
which promptly clears out of the South Pacific region. 

February 19 

South: Union forces under General William T. Sherman continue wreaking havoc 
against foundries, railroads, machine shops, and arsenals in Columbia, South 
Carolina. 

As Union troops intensify their drive on Wilimington, North Carolina, General 
Jacob D. Cox’s command begins to load into boats to outflank Fort Anderson along 
the Cape Fear River. However, General Johnson Hagood evacuates his post this 
evening, and the garrison escapes to Town Creek, eight miles north. 

Naval: The Confederate truce vessel A. H. Schultz, used for prisoner exchanges, 
strikes a torpedo on the James River near Chaffin’s Bluff and sinks. 

The USS Gertrude seizes the Mexican brig Eco as it attempts to run the blockade 
off Galveston, Texas. 

February 20 

Politics: The Confederate House of Representatives approves the use of African- 
American slaves as soldiers. 

South: Union troops under General Jacob D. Cox pursue fleeing Confederates from 
Fort Anderson, North Carolina, and corner them at Town Creek. The ensuing Fed¬ 
eral attack carries their position, and the Southerners withdraw with a loss of 350 
casualties. Union losses are recorded as 60. 

Having finished their work of destruction at Columbia, South Carolina, the 
army of General William T. Sherman stakes out a new objective at Goldsborough, 
North Carolina. 
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A force of 500 Confederate infantry and cavalry under Major William Footman 
besieges the Union garrison at Fort Myers, southern Florida. The post is defended 
by 275 men of the 110th New York, 2nd Florida Cavalry, and the 2nd US. Colored 
Infantry under Captain James Doyle. No assaults are launched, and the contenders 
engage in an artillery duel at long range for most of the day. At length. Footman 
moves off with an estimated 40 casualties, while Doyle sustains four wounded and 
four missing. Thus Union forces prevail in this, the southernmost battle waged in 
the Civil War. 

West: General John FI. Morgan assumes command of the District of Arizona. 
Naval: Confederate defenders of Fort Strong, North Carolina, release 200 free- 
ranging torpedoes down the Cape Fear River at night. Fortunately, most are caught 
in the nets of rowboats detailed for that purpose and no vessels are lost. 

February 21 

Politics: Citing intense opposition, the Confederate Congress postpones final con¬ 
sideration of a bill authorizing the use of African-American slaves as soldiers. 
South: General Robert E. Lee alerts Confederate secretary of war John C. Breckin¬ 
ridge that, if absolutely necessary, he will abandon Richmond, Virginia, and make 
all haste for Burkeville to maintain communication with Confederate forces in the 
Carolinas. He also requests that General Joseph E. Johnston be returned speedily to 
active duty as the health of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard appears tenuous. 

Union forces under General Jacob D. Cox reach the southwestern side of Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina. General Braxton Bragg then orders the Confederate divi¬ 
sion of Robert E. Hoke to evacuate from that city 

West: A swift raid by Confederate partisan rangers under Captain Jesse McNeill 
against Cumberland, Maryland, captures an embarrassed General George Crook 
and Benjamin F. Kelley in their residence. 

Captain Gurnsey W. Davis and 50 men of his 13th Illinois Cavalry float down 
the Arkansas River from Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and set up a base camp at Douglas 
Landing. He is aware of a Confederate presence about three miles downriver, but 
heavy rainfall dissuades him from attacking. 

Southwest: General Douglas H. Cooper takes charge of the Confederate District 
of the Indian Territory 

Naval: The gunboat squadron of Admiral David D. Porter again rings Fort Strong, 
North Carolina, and pours in concentrated fire as army troops advance up along 
the banks of Cape Fear River. 

February 22 

Politics: Tennessee voters approve a new state constitution that abolishes slavery 
while Kentucky rejects the 13th Amendment. 

South: General Robert E. Lee appoints General Joseph E. Johnston commander of 
the Departments of South Carolina, Georgia, and Elorida. 

Union forces under General John M. Schofield occupy Wilmington, North Car¬ 
olina, formerly the last remaining open port of the Confederacy The Federals are 
now poised to conduct military operations toward the interior of the state, and to 
facilitate this, Schofield orders all railroad tracks in the vicinity repaired. When this 
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proves impractical, he shifts his efforts toward converting New Bern into a major 
staging area. 

Confederate forces evacuate Fort Strong, on the Cape Fear River, North Carolina. 
General William T. Sherman s Union army approaches Rocky Mount, South 
Carolina, after intense skirmishing at Camden. He continues giving the impression 
that his goal is Charlotte, North Carolina, when it is actually Goldsborough, where 
he can effect a union with General John M. Schofield. 

WEST: General John McNeil takes charge of the Union District of Central 
Missouri. 

Confederate guerrillas attack the camp of Captain Gurnsey W. Davis early in 
the morning, wounding four men. Davis, who prepared for their assault in advance, 
moves his men back to the Arkansas River to embark and return to Pine Bluff His 
experience underscores the dangers that small groups of Federals face while operat¬ 
ing in the Arkansas back country. 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter personally runs up the Stars and Stripes at Fort 
Strong, Cape Fear River, North Carolina. 

Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren dispatches a squadron of warships to capture 
Georgetown, South Garolina, thereby establishing lines of communication with 
General William T. Sherman’s advancing army. 

February 23 

Politics: The 13th Amendment is ratified by Minnesota. 

South: General William T. Sherman’s XX Corps crosses the Catawba River, South 
Carolina, while approaching the North Carolina state line. 

General John Newton embarks a small force consisting of the 2nd U.S. Florida 
Gavalry and the 2nd and 99th U.S. Colored Infantry on ships of the East Gulf Coast 
Blockading Squadron at Key West, Florida. He then sails for St. Marks, intending to 
close that port to blockade-running. 

February 24 

South: General William T. Sherman vigorously protests to General Wade Hampton 
the alleged murder of several Union soldiers on a foraging expedition. Hampton 
replies that his government authorizes him to execute any Union soldiers caught 
burning private property. Moreover, “This order shall remain in force so long as you 
disgrace the profession of arms by allowing your men to destroy private dwellings.” 
Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles instructs Admirals John A. B. Dahlgren 
and John K. Thatcher, of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron and West Gulf 
Squadron, respectively, to detach their least efficient vessels from active duty and 
send them north in be placed. 

February 25 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Charlotte, North Carolina, to resume 
command of the Army of Tennessee and all Confederate forces in South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. In reality, he leads a skeleton force of roughly 25,000 hungry, 
ragged men, and “In my opinion, these troops form an army far too weak to cope 
with Sherman.” 
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General John M. Schofield orders General Innis N. Palmer, commanding Union 
forces at New Bern, North Carolina, to commence to rebuild all railroad tracks in 
the direction of Goldsborough. 

General Frederick Steele assumes command of Union troops at Pensacola Bay in 
anticipation of a concerted Union drive against nearby Mobile, Alabama. 

Naval: Confederates scuttle the CSS Chickamauga on the Cape Fear River, North 
Carolina. 

Armed boats from the USS Catalpa and Ningoe battle with Confederate cavalry 
at Georgetown, South Carolina, and seize the town. 

The USS Marigold captures the British blockade-runner Salvadora in the Straits 
of Florida. 

The USS Chenango captures the Confederate sloop Elvira at sea. 

February 26 

South: The Union XX Corps of General William T. Sherman approach Flanging 
Rock, South Carolina, although progress remains somewhat hampered by heavy 
rains. 

West: General Winfield S. Hancock assumes command of the Department of West 
Virginia. 

February 27 

West: Generals Philip H. Sheridan and Wesley Merritt take 10,000 cavalry down 
the Shenandoah Valley toward Lynchburg, Virginia, intending to sever the Virginia 
Central Railroad and the James River Canal. His command consists of the 1st Cav¬ 
alry Division under General Thomas C. Devlin and the 3rd Cavalry Division under 
General George A. Custer. 

Naval: Commodore John R. Tucker, heading 350 Confederate sailors and officers, 
arrives at Fayetteville, North Carolina. From here, he is to march to Richmond, 
Virginia, and form the nucleus of a naval brigade. 

The USS Proteus captures the Confederate steamer Ruby in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The USS Penobscot captures and burns the Confederate schooners Mary Anges 
and Louisa off Aransas Pass, Texas. 

February 28 

South: Nathan B. Forrest is promoted to lieutenant general, C.S.A. 

General William T. Sherman’s army skirmishes heavily at Rocky Mount and 
Cheraw, South Carolina, as it nears the North Carolina border. 

Naval: The USS Honeysuckle runs the British blockade-runner Sort onto the coast 
of Florida, capturing it. 

The USS Arizona is destroyed by a fire and explosion on the Mississippi River 
below New Orleans. 

March 1 

Politics: The 13th Amendment is ratified by Wisconsin but rejected by New 
Jersey. 
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South: General Ulysses S. Grant begins to marshal the Army of the Potomac for 
a massive strike against Confederate defensive lines around Richmond and Peters¬ 
burg, Virginia. 

West: Union forces under General George A. Custer skirmish with General Thomas 
L. Rosser’s Confederates at Mount Crawford, Virginia. Rosser, possessing only a 
few hundred men to oppose nearly 5,000 Union troopers, sets fire to the bridge 
spanning the Middle Fork of the Shenandoah River to delay the blue-coated jug¬ 
gernaut. Before heavy damage results, Custer unexpectedly charges across the bridge 
in strength, scattering his opponents. 

Naval: The side-paddle steamer USS Harvest Moon strikes a Confederate torpedo 
off Georgetown, South Carolina, sinking in five minutes. Admiral John A. B. Dahl- 
gren is aboard at the time but escapes unharmed. 

March 2 

South: General Robert E. Lee requests a conference with General Ulysses S. 
Grant although the latter demurs, declaring that he lacks any authority to con¬ 
vene one. 

The XX Corps of General William T. Sherman’s army occupies Chesterfield, 
South Carolina. 

West: The cavalry division of General George A. Custer clatters up to Waynes¬ 
boro, Virginia, where it observes the 2,000 Confederates of General Gabriel C. 
Wharton’s division on a ridge line, supported by a few hundred cavalry under 
General Thomas L. Rosser. This force constitutes the pitiful remnant of General 
Jubal A. Early’s much-feared army, which had ravaged the Shendandoah Valley 
throughout the previous summer and fall. At a glance, Custer perceives that Rosser 
lacks the manpower to cover both of his flanks and dispatches three dismounted 
regiments to encircle the Confederate left without detection. At 3:00 p.m., with his 
troopers in place, he sounds the charge, and his flankers burst from the wood’s 
on Wharton’s left. Custer simultaneously leads his two remaining brigades on a 
thundering advance through the Confederate center. The Southerners simply dis¬ 
solve under the onslaught and flee. Quick movements by Union cavalry cut off the 
majority’s escape although Early and his staff gallop off the field. 

The Union victory at Waynesboro, while small, finally ends four years of Con¬ 
federate resistance in the Shenandoah Valley. Custer takes 1,600 prisoners, 17 flags, 
11 cannon, and 200 wagons for a loss of nine dead or wounded. The main body 
under General Philip H. Sheridan arrives shortly after, and Union forces spend the 
next three weeks laying waste the countryside with scant opposition. 

General Benjamin H. Grierson assumes command of all Federal cavalry in the 
Military Division of West Mississippi. 

Naval: The U.S. Congress establishes the Office of Solicitor and Naval Judge Advo¬ 
cate General. 

The USS Pontiac captures the Confederate steamer Amazon off Savannah, 
Georgia. 

The USS Fox forces the Confederate schooner Roh Roy to be scuttled in Dead- 
man’s Bay, Florida. 
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March 3 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, through Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, 
instructs General Ulysses S. Grant to ignore General Robert E. Lee’s intimations 
toward peace unless he surrenders first. 

Gongress institutes the Bureau for the Relief of Ereedmen and Refugees (Ereed- 
men’s Bureau) to assist former African-American slaves to find work, education, 
and land. This organization, in effect, functions as the nation’s first social welfare 
agency and is tasked with assisting 4 million former slaves adjust to freedom. 

To regulate finances better, the U.S. Congress levies a 10-percent tax on state 
bank notes to drive them out of circulation. These are then replaced by federal 
bank notes drawn from institutions belonging to the national banking system, ft is 
a move calculated to improve centralized financing for the war effort. 

The second session, 38th Congress adjourns its final session. 

South: General William T. Sherman’s army occupies Cheraw, South Carolina, forc¬ 
ing Confederate units across the Pee Dee River. 

West: Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan occupy Charlottesville, Vir¬ 
ginia, prior to moving onto Petersburg. 

A joint expedition is launched against St. Marks Port near Tallahassee, Florida, 
under Commander Robert W. Schufeld and General John Newton. 

The USS Honeysuckle captures the Confederate blockade-runner Phantom off 
the Florida coast. 

The USS Glide captures the Confederate schooner Malta-of-Belize in Vermilion 
Bayou, Louisiana. 

March 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln is inaugurated for a second term in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. Despite the carnage and acrimony of the past four years, he strikes a 
conciliatory tone with his adversaries. “With malice toward none; with charity for 
all, with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive to finish 
the work we are in,” he declares, “to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan—to do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all 
nations.” In contrast to Lincoln’s eloquence, newly elected vice president Andrew 
Johnson delivers a rambling, incoherent speech that offends many in the audience. 

Unionist William G. Brownlow is elected governor of Tennessee to replace 
Andrew Johnson. 

South: The expedition of General John Newton lands at St. Marks, Florida, after 
delays caused by ship groundings. Lie then proceeds overland to the nearby town 
of Newport. 

Naval: Acting on a request from General Ulysses S. Grant, Secretary of the Navy 
Gideon Welles dispatches several heavy monitors up the James River, then riding 
high, to City Point, Virginia. Grant wishes to deter any possible Confederate attacks 
on his main supply base at this critical juncture of operations against Richmond. 

The Union transport Thorn strikes a torpedo in the Cape Fear River, North 
Carolina, and sinks. 



562 Civil War Almanac 


1865 


General Edward R. S. Canby requests Admiral Samuel R Lee for additional mor¬ 
tar craft to support his upcoming attack on Mobile, Alabama. 

Federal gunboats USS General Burnside and General Thomas steam down the 
Tennessee River and bombard the encampment of General Philip D. Roddey at Mus¬ 
sel Shoals, Alabama. Shore parties subsequently land and capture the position. 

March 5 

Politics: Comptroller of Currency Hugh McCulloch is appointed secretary of the 
treasury, replacing William Fessenden, who resigns after winning reelection as U.S. 
senator from Maine. 

South: Union troops under General John Newton skirmish with Confederates as 
they attempt to cross the St. Marks River, Florida, to capture St. Marks. However, 
finding the enemy strongly dug in along the riverbank and at nearby Newport, he 
posts a holding force and sends the bulk of his troops north to a position known 
locally as Natural Bridge. 

Naval: Armed boats from the USS Don skirmish with Colonel John S. Mosby’s 
partisan rangers in Passpatansy Creek, Maryland, capturing a large boat. 

March 6 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston formally takes charge of all Confederate forces 
in North Carolina. 

The army of General William T. Sherman crosses the Pee Dee River, South 
Carolina, and begins to approach Fayetteville, North Carolina. Meanwhile, General 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick leads 4,000 Union cavalry to cover the left flank of Sherman’s 
advance. 

The 600-man expedition of General John Newton encounters strong Confeder¬ 
ate defenses under General William Miller at Natural Bridge, Florida. The Federals 
make repeated attempts to outflank them but find Southern positions too strong 
to assail. Reinforcements also bring Miller’s strength up to about 1,000 men, so 
Newton falls back and entrenches on an open pine barren. The Confederates subse¬ 
quently pursue and attack rashly, but they are repulsed. Union forces then withdraw 
back to the coast unhindered. Newton’s losses are 148 men from all causes while the 
Confederates sustain six dead and between 20 and 30 wounded. This minor South¬ 
ern victory prevents the state capital at Tallahassee from being attacked. 

West: General Alexander M. McCook takes command of the District of Eastern 
Arkansas. 

Naval: The USS Commodore Read, Yankee, Delaware, and Heliotrope accompany a 
joint expedition to Hamilton’s Crossing, Virginia, capturing prisoners and supplies 
and wrecking an important railroad bridge. 

The USS Jonquil is damaged by a Confederate torpedo while in the act of clear¬ 
ing the Ashley River, South Carolina. 

March 7 

Politics: Admiral David D. Porter testifies before Congress, proffering some salty 
commentary as to the military abilities of General Benjamin F. Butler and Nathaniel 
P. Banks. 
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South: General Jacob D. Cox and 13,000 Federal troops begin to skirmish out¬ 
side Fayetteville, North Carolina, while New Bern is converted into a major Federal 
supply base. Cox’s superior. General John M. Schofield, also directs him to repair 
railroad lines toward Goldsborough prior to uniting with the army of General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman. Flowever, progress stalls at Southwest Creek, just short of Kinston, 
where 6,500 Confederates under Generals Braxton Bragg and Robert F. Hoke have 
massed. Both sides then engage in a day-long artillery duel at long range as Bragg 
awaits reinforcements from the Army of Tennessee. 

Naval: The USS Chenango conducts a reconnaissance mission from Georgetown, 
South Carolina, and 45 miles up the Black River. No serious resistance is encoun¬ 
tered. 

March 8 

Politics: The Confederate Senate authorizes African-American slaves to bear arms 
for military service on a vote of 9-8. 

South: General Braxton Bragg, recently reinforced with 2,000 Confederates from 
the Army of Tennessee, attacks General Jacob D. Cox’s Union forces in the vicinity 
of Kinston, North Carolina. The main body under General Robert F. Hoke easily 
crashes through Colonel Charles Upham’s advance brigade, but progress stalls as 
resistance stiffens. Meanwhile, Bragg dispatches General Daniel H. Hill on a wide 
movement around the Union rear instead of directly supporting Hoke, which 
accomplishes little. Fighting dies down with nightfall as both side bring up addi¬ 
tional forces. 

The Union army under General William T. Sherman crosses the state line into 
North Carolina and begins to ford the Lumber River. 

Union cavalry under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick overrun a small Confederate 
rear guard belonging to General William J. Hardee’s army. They then learn that 
General Wade Hampton’s cavalry division is marching right behind, so Kilpatrick 
devises an elaborate snare to entrap them. He accordingly spreads out his three 
brigades across the swampy ground near Monroe’s Cross Roads, North Carolina, 
intending to catch his quarry from whatever direction he approaches. In truth, Kil¬ 
patrick’s overly dispersed deployment nearly causes his own destruction. 

West: A large cavalry column under General Philip H. Sheridan canters east from 
the Shenandoah Valley toward Duguidsville, Virginia, en route to joining the main 
Union force outside Petersburg. 

Confederate general Edmund Kirby-Smith, sensitive about letters criticizing 
him in Southern newspapers, offers to resign from command of the Trans-Missis¬ 
sippi Department. President Jefferson Davis declines to accept. 

Naval: The USS Chenango steams up the Black River and trades fire with Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry at Brown’s Ferry, South Carolina. 

March 9 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln accepts the resignation of John P. Usher as sec¬ 
retary of the interior and appoints Assistant Secretary William Otto to succeed him. 
Vermont ratifies the 13th Amendment to the Constitution. 
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South: General Robert E. Lee warns Confederate secretary of war John C. Breck¬ 
inridge about endemic supply shortages. “Unless the men and animals can be sub¬ 
sisted, the army cannot he kept together, and our present lines must be abandoned,” 
he states. 

The Battle of Kinston, North Carolina, resumes, as General Braxton Bragg 
renews his attack on General Jacob D. Cox’s XXII Corps. He dispatches General 
Robert E Hoke on another flank attack that dislodges Federals under General Sam¬ 
uel R Carter while General Daniel H. HiU makes similar gains against Cox’s right. 
But neither commander can dislodge a second line of defenders under General 
Thomas H. Ruger and the Confederate onslaught stumbles. Bragg, unable to destroy 
the XXII Corps, then orders his men across the Neuse River and back into Kinston. 
Union losses are 57 killed, 264 wounded, and 935 captured (1,257) while the Con¬ 
federates lose 11 dead, 107 wounded, and 16 captured (134). 

As General Wade Hampton’s Confederate cavalry ride north toward Monroe’s 
Cross Roads, North Carolina, a Union officer from the 5th Kentucky Cavalry 
unknowingly blunders into his pickets and is captured along with 16 troopers. From 
him, Hampton learns that General Hugh J. Kilpatrick awaits in ambush—and in 
a very dispersed deployment. Hampton is also apprised that Colonel George E. 
Spencer’s Union brigade posted no pickets to avoid being detected. He resolves to 
attack from that direction on the morrow and turn the tables on his antagonist; the 
two sides are evenly matched with roughly 4,000 veteran troopers apiece. 

March 10 

South: Having failed to destroy the Union army of General Jacob D. Cox, Con¬ 
federates under General Braxton Bragg begin to withdraw toward Goldsborough, 
North Carolina, for an eventual linkup with General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces. 

Under cover of an early-morning fog. Confederate cavalry under Generals Wade 
Hampton and Joseph Wheeler successfully attack the Union troopers of General 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick at Monroe’s Cross Roads. Kilpatrick, clad only in his undershirt, 
narrowly escapes capture as General Matthew Butler’s Southerners gallop through 
his camp, sweeping up all in their path. Suddenly, the rebels stop to plunder Union 
stores while Wheeler’s thrust stumbles while traversing swampy ground. Kilpatrick 
uses the delay to rally the brigades of Colonels Thomas J. Jordan and Smith D. 
Atkins and then counterattacks with horse artillery and rapid-fire carbines. The 
Federals gradually recapture their bivouac as Hampton withdraws in good order 
toward Fayetteville. Losses are not recorded accurately, but the Southerners claim 
having inflicted upward of 500 casualties. Kilpatrick insists his losses are no greater 
than 190 while killing 80 Confederates and taking 30 captives. Thereafter, this affair 
is jocularly referred to on both sides as the “Battle of Kilpatrick’s Pants.” 

March 11 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln declares an amnesty for all army and navy 
deserters returning to their units within two months. Failure to do so carries the 
loss of citizenship. 

South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan advance to Goochland 
Court House en route to Petersburg, Virginia. 
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General William T. Sherman’s army occupies Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
where he grants his army a five-day resting spell. The first Union troops to arrive, 
a company of 67 cavalrymen under Captain William R. Duncan, trot into town 
unopposed until they encounter a Confederate rear guard under General Wade 
Hampton. The Southerners immediately charge and rout their antagonists, kill¬ 
ing 11 and capturing 12, including Duncan. Shortly after, the 4th Division, XVII 
Corps, of General Giles A. Smith marches up and forces Hampton back over 
the Cape Fear River. Mayor Archibald McLean then surrenders his town to the 
Federals. 

Southwest: General Lew Wallace meets with Confederate general James Slaughter 
and Colonel John Ford to arrange an unofficial truce in the Rio Grande region of 
Texas. 

Naval: A naval force consisting of the USS Bolus, Maratanza, Lenapee, and Nyjack 
sails up the Cape Fear River toward Fayetteville, North Carolina, to assist army 
troops under General Alfred H. Terry. 

The USS Monroe is seized and then released by Confederate guerrillas on the 
Big Black River, Mississippi. 

The Confederate steamer CSS Ajax under Lieutenant John Low anchors at Nas¬ 
sau, being inspected closely by British authorities for arms or armament. 

March 12 

South: A Federal sweep through Loudoun County, Virginia, fails to apprehend 
Colonel John S Mosby’s Confederate Partisan Rangers. 

While recuperating at Fayetteville, the army of General William T. Sherman 
keeps busy by torching all railroad, factory, and storage facilities within their grasp. 
Among the machinery destroyed are gun-making tools and dies first seized at Harp¬ 
er’s Ferry, West Virginia, in 1861. 

Naval: The USS Quaker City captures the British blockade-runner R. H. Vermilyea 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The tug USS Althea strikes a Confederate torpedo in the Blakely River, Alabama, 
and sinks. 

March 13 

Politics: Desperate to secure additional manpower. President Jefferson Davis signs 
the “Negro Soldier Law,” allowing African Americans to serve in the Confederate 
army The legislation implies that slaves who serve may be manumitted at a later 
date with the permission of their owner and state legislatures. Had such pragmatic 
measures been approved earlier, they may have mitigated Confederate personnel 
deficiencies and yielded a positive impact on the Southern war effort. 

South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan skirmish with Confederate 
forces at Beaver Dam Station, Virginia, en route to joining up with the main Federal 
force outside Petersburg. 

Naval: A naval force consisting of the USS Morse, Commodore Read, Delaware, and 
Mosswood steams up the Rappahannock River to assist army operations near Fort 
Lowry, Virginia. There they sink eight boats, destroy a bridge, and silence a battery 
without loss. 
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March 14 

Diplomacy: Despite Southern overtures toward emancipation, Lord Palmerston 
declares to Confederate envoys James M. Mason and Duncan F. Kenner that English 
diplomatic recognition is now a foregone possibility, seeing how the war will in all 
likelihood end in a matter of weeks. 

South: Federal troops under General Jacob D. Cox occupy Kinston, North Caro¬ 
lina, prior to advancing on Goldsborough. 

Naval: The USS Wyandank captures the Confederate schooner Champanero at St. 
Inigoes Creek, Maryland. 

The USS Shawmut and Commodore Morris are dispatched up the York and 
Pamunkey rivers, Virginia, to keep the waterways free of enemy interference. 

Armed boats from the USS Lodona land at Broro Neck, Georgia, and destroy a 
large saltwork operating there. 

March 15 

South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan reach JTanover Court 
House, Virginia, en route to Petersburg. 

General William T. Sherman orders his army out from Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, and toward Goldsborough, after totally destroying all property of use to 
the Confederacy, including the city’s former U.S. Arsenal. Then Sherman, to keep 
Confederates confused as to his real intentions, orders the left wing under General 
Henry W. Slocum to feint in the direction of Raleigh. Meanwhile, Union cavalry 
under General Hugh J. Kilpatrick advance to Averasboro where they run headlong 
into General William J. Hardee’s division of 6,000 men, strongly posted with a 
swamp on the right and the Black River to their left. Hardee, ordered to ascertain 
Union strength for General Joseph E. Johnston, is full of fight and repels Kilpatrick’s 
probes. 

March 16 

South: General Pierre G. T. Beauregard becomes second in command of Confeder¬ 
ate forces in North Carolina under General Joseph E. Johnston. 

GeneraJ Alexander P. Stewart takes charge of all infantry and artillery forces in 
the Army of Tennessee. 

The Battle of Averasboro, North Carolina, erupts as Union cavalry under 
General Hugh J. Kilpatrick pushes his 8th Indiana Cavalry forward. These forces 
drive back the skirmishers of Colonel Alfred Rhett’s advance brigade, but they are 
stopped cold by the main body of Confederates under General Lafayette McLaws. 
The Southerners gradually work their way around Kilpatrick’s flank, forcing him 
back until additional Federal reinforcements arrive. All four divisions of the Union 
XX Corps under General Henry W. Slocum then deploy on the field and drive the 
Confederates back into their strong field fortifications. Fighting continues as Fed¬ 
eral troops try and fail to flank McLaw’s works, and fighting gradually winds down 
with nightfall. General William J. Hardee subsequently orders the Gonfederates 
to fall back on Smithville, which is accomplished without incident. Union losses 
total 95 dead, 53 wounded, and 54 missing (202), while the Confederates record 
682 from all causes. The result of this insignificant encounter is to delay General 
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William T. Sherman’s left wing significantly, further separating it from the rapidly 
advancing right wing. 

Naval: The USS Pursuit captures the British blockade-runner Mary on the Indian 
River, Florida. 

Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, newly arrived on the scene, offers General Edward 
R. S. Canby the use of several light draft gunboats to support army operations 
against Mobile, Alabama. 

The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate blockade-runner Telemico in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

March 17 

South: General Edward R. S. Canby begins his drive against Mobile, Alabama, with 
32,000 men of the XVI and XII Corps; his opponent. General Dabney H. Maury, 
musters only 2,000. Canby intends to capture the city by means of a pincer’s move¬ 
ment, with one column under General Erederick Steele proceeding out of Pensacola 
to the east as he leads another force from the west along the right shore of Mobile 
Bay. However, progress by the XIII and XVI Corps proves slow due to muddy condi¬ 
tions and the need to corduroy the roads to allow heavy siege artillery to accompany 
the march. 

Naval: The Coastal Survey steamer Bibb strikes a Confederate torpedo in Charles¬ 
ton harbor. South Carolina, and is damaged heavily but survives. 

The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate schooner George Burkhart in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

March 18 

Politics: The 2nd session, second Confederate Congress adjourns, although in a 
pique over President Jefferson Davis’s insinuations of obstructionism. 

South: Union forces under General John M. Schofield skirmish at the Neuse River 
Bridge during their advance on Goldsborough, North Carolina. 

General Henry W. Slocum’s troops skirmish heavily with General Wade Hamp¬ 
ton’s cavalry as he approaches Bentonville, North Carolina. Meanwhile, General 
Joseph E. Johnston begins to concentrate troops nearby to attack and possibly 
destroy the Eederal left wing. At the very least, he wants to seriously delay Union 
forces from concentrating in overwhelming strength near Goldsborough. Johnston 
then arrays his 21,000 men in an arc across the Goldsboro Road, with General Brax¬ 
ton Bragg on the left. General William J. Hardee in the center, and General Alexan¬ 
der P. Stewart on the right. 

Naval: A naval force consisting of the USS Don, Stepping Stones, Heliotrope, and 
Resolute sails up the Rappahannock River, Virginia, and destroys a Confederate sup¬ 
ply base at Montrose that had supported guerrilla operations. A naval party, landed 
ashore, then scatters a party of Southern cavalry 

March 19 

South: Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan reach White House on 
the Pamunkey River, Virginia, prior to linking up with the main Eederal force at 
Petersburg. 



568 Civil War Almanac 


1865 


The Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, commences as General Henry W. 
Slocum orders William P. Carlin’s division, XX Corps, down the Goldsboro Road 
toward Cole’s Plantation. En route, Carlin encounters large numbers of heavily 
entrenched Confederates and halts. This is the signal for General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston to attack, and he pushes Carlin’s division back in confusion until the Federals 
are reinforced by fresh troops under General William Cogswell. Desperate fight¬ 
ing breaks out along the line as hard-charging Southerners prove unable to break 
through Union lines. General Braxton Bragg then tardily orders General Robert F. 
Hoke’s division into action, allowing Slocum to strengthen his line. Also, as General 
William B. Taliaferro’s Southerners advance, they are outflanked by Federal troops 
and forced back with losses. Conflict ceases at nightfall, and both sides rush up 
reinforcements 

General Frederick Steele continues leading 13,000 Federal troops out of Pen¬ 
sacola, Florida, and marches west toward Mobile, Alabama. His first objective is the 
reduction of Fort Blakely, but progress over the soggy ground remains slow. 

General Thomas K. Smith is appointed commander of the District of South 
Alabama. 

Naval: The USS Massachusetts brushes up against a Gonfederate torpedo in Charles¬ 
ton harbor. South Carolina, which fortunately fails to explode. The incident occurs 
only 50 yards from where the ironclad Patapsco sank on January 15,1865. 

March 20 

South: The right wing of General William T. Sherman’s army under General Oliver 
O. Howard marches toward Bentonville, North Carolina, to reinforce the left wing 
under General Henry W. Slocum. His arrival gives him a total of 60,000 veteran 
troops—three times the size of his Southern opponent. Confederates under General 
Joseph E. Johnston, meanwhile, take no offensive measures and instead strengthen 
their fortifications. They are especially eager to protect Mill Creek Bridge, their only 
escape route, from being seized. Considering the odds, Johnston hopes to wage a 
defensive battle to his advantage and possibly to inflict crippling losses on the Union 
army, should they attack. 

West: A force of 6,000 Union cavalry under General George Stoneman departs 
Jonesborough, Tennessee, on a wrecking expedition through North Carolina. His 
primary objective is to destroy tracks and bridges belonging to the Tennessee and 
Virginia Railroad. 

Naval: The former Confederate ram Albemarle is raised from its muddy berth on 
the Roanoke River, North Carolina. 

March 21 

South: The Battle of Bentonville resumes as General William T. Sherman dis¬ 
patches General Joseph A. Mower’s division to turn the Confederate left and rear 
while the main Union force demonstrates to their front. Mower makes surprisingly 
good progress and nearly reaches Mill Creek Bridge before being struck violently 
on both flanks and driven back. However, Johnston simply lacks the manpower 
to follow up decisively so he disengages and withdraws across Mill Creek Bridge 
northwest toward Smithville. 
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Bentonville is the last conventional clash of the Civil War, and both sides per¬ 
form exceedingly well under fire. Union casualties are 191 killed, 1,168 wounded, 
and 287 missing (1,646) to a Confederate tally of 239 killed, 1,694 injured, and 673 
missing (2,606). Johnston, unfortunately, is unable to make up his losses and never 
challenges Sherman again in the field. 

General Innis N. Palmer assumes command of the District of Beaufort, South 
Carolina. 

General Edward R. S. Ganby lands troops at Dannelly’s Mills on the Fish River, 
Alabama, and proceeds overland toward Spanish Fort as a part of his overall strategy 
against Mobile. He takes with him the XVI Corps under General Andrew J. Smith, 
the XIII Corps of General Gordon Granger, and a division of African Americans 
under General John P. Hawkins. 

Naval: Commander Arthur R. Yates, commanding the USS /. P. Jackson, orders 
rations issued to the starving inhabitants of Biloxi, Mississippi. 

The CSS Stonewall under Captain Thomas J. Paige attempts to sail from El Fer- 
rol, Spain, but is detained two days owing to stormy weather. 

March 22 

South: After a brief pursuit of General Joseph E. Johnston, the army of General Wd- 
ham T. Sherman begins to concentrate in the vicinity of Goldsborough, North Caro- 
hna, where he waits for Union reinforcements and supplies advancing from the coast. 

General James H. Wilson, at the head of 13,500 Union cavalry, crosses the Ten¬ 
nessee River from Gravelly Springs, Tennessee, into northern Alabama. His objec¬ 
tive is to seize the Confederate munitions center at Selma and advances the crack 
divisions of Generals Edward M. McCook, Eli Long, and Emory Upton; this is the 
largest cavalry force ever fielded in American history. Moreover, thanks to his rigor¬ 
ous training regime, all ranks are exceptionally well disciplined and armed with the 
latest repeating rifles. Then Wilson, to confuse the defenders en route, divides his 
force and moves along three divergent trails. Each column is ordered to remain in 
mutual supporting distance of the others in the event of Confederate resistance. 

March 23 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln and his son Tad depart Washington, D.C., for 
City Point, outside Petersburg, Virginia, to consult with General William T. Sher¬ 
man and General Ulysses S. Grant. 

South: The combined armies of Generals William T. Sherman and John M. Scho¬ 
field, numbering in excess of 100,000 men, unite at Goldsborough, North Carolina. 
Sherman has covered 425 miles from Savannah, Georgia, in only 50 days and with¬ 
out a major mishap. It is an organizational and logistical triumph and far exceeding 
his better known “March to the Sea” in complexity and difficulty General Joseph E. 
Johnston, heavily outnumbered, concedes to General Robert E. Lee that “I can do 
no more than annoy him.” 

March 24 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln arrives at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, prior to 
meeting with General Ulysses S. Grant at Gity Point. 
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South: General Robert E. Lee, in light of his slowly eroding defenses in and around 
Petersburg, conceives his last tactical offensive of the war. He orders General John 
B. Gordon to take elements of several Confederate corps and seize a portion of 
nearby Union lines. A breakthrough here will undoubtedly force General Ulysses 
S. Grant to concentrate his forces near the break, thereby allowing other portions 
of the Army of Northern Virginia to slip out of Petersburg and join General Joseph 
E. Johnston in North Carolina. Gordon, an excellent commander, selects Fort Sted- 
man, only 150 yards from Confederate lines and garrisoned by men of the IX Corps 
under General Orlando B. Wilcox. 

Naval: The USS Republiclands several armed parties ashore up the Cape Fear River, 
North Carolina, to halt raiding activities by General Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry. 

The USS Quaker City captures the Confederate blockade-runner Cora off the 
Texas coast. 

The French-built ironclad ram CSS Stonewall departs El Ferrol, Spain, for 
Havana, Cuba, while the wooden vessels USS Niagara and Sacramento under Com¬ 
modore Thomas T. Craven hover at a distance, declining to engage. “At this time the 
odds in her favor were too great and too certain, in my humble judgement, to admit 
of the slightest hope of being able to inflict upon her even the most trifling injury,” 
he explains, “whereas, if we had gone out, the Niagara would most undoubtedly 
have been easily and promptly destroyed.” Craven, however, subsequently is court- 
martialed and convicted for failing to engage the enemy, but his verdict is suspended 
by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. 

March 25 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln arrives at City Point, Virginia, to confer with 
General Ulysses S. Grant. 

South: At 4:00 a.m., the Battle of Fort Stedman, Virginia, erupts as Confederate 
pioneer companies silence outlaying Union pickets and remove their abattis. Then 
11,000 Confederates unexpectedly pour into Union trenches near Fort Stedman, 
surprising the defenders and capturing the fort and Batteries X, XI, and XII. How¬ 
ever, as Confederates fan out intending to exploit their breakthrough, resistance 
intensifies from nearby Fort Haskell and Battery IX, which mires their impetus. 
Gordon then digs in along a lightly manned perimeter as Federal troops regroup 
for a major counterattack. At about 7:45 a.m.. General John F. Hartranft leads 4,000 
men back toward the trenches near Fort Stedman, driving Gordon’s veterans back. 
As the gray masses withdraw across the field, they sustain a particularly withering 
crossfire from Union batteries posted on either flank. Several thousand Confeder¬ 
ates unexpectedly surrender rather then be killed. 

Fort Stedman is the last tactical gambit of the Army of Northern Virginia and a 
heavy defeat for General Robert E. Lee. Lacking the necessary manpower to exploit 
Gordon’s initial surprise, the Southerners lose about 3,500 men, including 1,500 cap¬ 
tured. Union casualties amount to 72 killed, 450 wounded, and 522 missing (1,044). Lee 
now has little recourse but to prepare for the immediate evacuation of Petersburg. 

The first Federal supply train from the coast reaches General William T. Sher¬ 
man’s army at Goldsborough, North Carolina. 
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Naval: In light of Confederate military activity, Admiral David D. Porter orders 
several gunboats up the Appomattox River to guard Union pontoon bridges in and 
around City Point. 

March 26 

South: A force 9,000 Federal cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan crosses the 
James River and unites with the main Union force under General Ulysses S. Grant, 
bringing Union numbers up to 122,000 men—twice the strength of Confederate 
defenders. 

General Robert E. Lee, wary of General William T. Sherman’s army catching 
him from behind while General Ulysses S. Grant pins him frontally, warns Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis to prepare for the inevitable. He tells Davis, “I fear now it will 
be impossible to prevent a junction between Grant and Sherman, nor do I deem it 
prudent that this army should maintain its position until the latter shall approach 
too near.” 

Naval: Armed sailors from the USS Benton join an expedition under General Ben¬ 
jamin G. Farrar that captures Trinity, Louisiana, along with numerous prisoners 
and stores. 

March 27 

South: General Alfred H. Terry assumes command of the X Corps in North 
Carolina. 

A force of 32,000 Union troops under General Edward R. S. Canby besieges 
Spanish Fort, Alabama, by planting 50 siege cannon and 30 held pieces in its vicin¬ 
ity. But the 2,000-man garrison of General Randall L. Gibson proves dehant, and a 
prolonged artillery duel ensues for the next 13 days. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles orders the USS Wyoming to hnd and 
destroy the elusive Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah. 

Admiral Henry K. Thatcher orders several tinclads and gunboats up the Blakely 
River to support army operations against Spanish Fort. This proves a perilous oper¬ 
ation, for the waters have been strewn thickly with Confederate torpedoes. 

The CSS Stonewall under Captain Thomas J. Paige puts into Lisbon, Portugal, 
closely followed by the USS Niagara and Sacramento. 

March 28 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln, Generals Ulysses S. Grant and William T. 
Sherman, and Admiral David D. Porter confer on the steamship River Queen to 
discuss postwar policy toward former Gonfederates. Lincoln, fearful of continuing 
guerrilla activity instructs his officers to offer generous terms to their soon-to-be- 
repatriated countrymen. 

West: The District of the Plains is formed by combining the Districts of Utah, 
Colorado, and Nebraska and assigned to General Patrick E. Connor. 

Naval: The gunboat USS Milwaukee strikes a Confederate torpedo and sinks in the 
Blakely River, Alabama; no lives are lost. 

Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles picks Commodore Sylvanus W. Godon to 
head up the newly reconstituted Brazil Squadron. 
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The USS Niagara, while sailing up a river to the city of Lisbon, Portugal, 
is suddenly fired on by guns from a fort and Commodore Thomas T. Craven 
steams downstream. The Portuguese government subsequently apologizes for 
the incident. 

March 29 

South: The Appomattox campaign begins as 19,000 Confederates under Generals 
Fitzhugh Lee and George E. Pickett are directed by General Robert E. Lee to outflank 
Union forces at Lewis Farm, near Gravelly Run, Virginia. General Ulysses S. Grant 
simultaneously dispatches 13,000 cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan, sup¬ 
ported by 30,000 men of the 11 Corps and V Corps under Generals General Andrew 
A. Humphrey and Gouverneur K. Warren, respectively, to turn the extreme far right 
of Lee’s defensive line, southwest of Petersburg, Virginia. Union troops encounter 
Pickett’s skirmish line along the Boydton and Quaker roads and gradually push it 
back. Warren’s V Corps also engages Confederates under General Bushrod Johnson 
and forces them into new positions along White Oak Road. Fighting dies amid 
heavy rainfall that evening. 

General James H. Wilson’s cavalry column passes through Elyton, Alabama, 
where 1,100 cavalrymen under General John T. Croxton are detached to raid Tus¬ 
caloosa and burn all public property. 

West: General George Stoneman’s Union cavalry clash with Confederates at Wil- 
kesborough. North Carolina. 

Naval: The monitor USS Osage strikes a Confederate torpedo in the Blakely River, 
Alabama, and sinks with a loss of four killed and eight wounded. 

March 30 

Politics: In light of the Confederacy’s fading fortunes, President Jefferson Davis 
confides to a friend: “Faction has done much to cloud our prospects and impair my 
power to serve the country.” 

South: General Philip H. Sheridan concentrates troops at Dinwiddie Gourt House, 
southwest of Petersburg, Virginia, and renews his march north in a driving rain. 
He is repelled gradually in heavy fighting by General Fitzhugh Lee’s Confederate 
cavalry. Meanwhile, the 11 Corps under General Andrew A. Humphreys and the V 
Corps under General Gouverneur K. Warren slowly press forward toward Gravelly 
Run, threatening Confederate positions and the vital Southside Railroad. 

General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry arrive at Scottsville, Alabama, from Tupelo, 
Mississippi, intending to intercept the roving columns of General James H. WiJson 
at Elyton. 

Naval: Lieutenant Charles W. Read takes command of the CSS William H. Webb on 
the Red River, Louisiana. Despite the fact the vessel is unarmed, undermanned, and 
lacks fuel, he prepares for a dash down the Mississippi River to the open sea—300 
miles distant. 

March 31 

South: Union forces under General Philip H. Sheridan continue turning the Con¬ 
federate right flank at Dinwiddie Court House, Virginia. He suddenly is assailed 
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in the left flank by General George E. Pickett’s division and shoved back violently. 
The V Corps under General Gouverneur K. Warren also advances along the White 
Oak Road, encountering heavy Confederate resistance. In the course of fighting, 
Warren’s 2nd Division is driven off in confusion by General Bushrod Johnson, but 
a prompt counterstroke by his 3rd Division recaptures all lost ground. Considering 
that nearly 50,000 Federals prove unable to dislodge 10,000 defenders, the South 
wins a decided tactical victory. Then Pickett, cognizant of how dangerously thin his 
force is stretched, withdraws to Five Forks under cover of darkness. There, General 
Robert E. Fee, fearing the precariousness of his entire perimeter, solemnly instructs 
Pickett to “Hold Five Forks at all hazards.” 

The Union cavalry column of General Emory Upton skirmishes with General 
Nathan B. Forrest’s troopers at Montevallo, Alabama. Forrest manages to hit the 
Union force from behind, temporarily driving them from the field, but they rally 
and counterattack. A large-scale saber-and-pistol duel erupts as the Confederates 
gradually retreat toward Ebenezer Church. Federal scouts then capture a Southern 
courier carrying Forrest’s plans, and the information is relayed immediately to Wil¬ 
son. He dispatches the brigade of General Edward M. McCook to seize and destroy 
the bridge at Centerville, over which Forrest expects 3,000 men under General Wil¬ 
liam H. Jackson to arrive. 

Naval: Armed Confederates seizes the Union schooner St. Mary’s off the Patuxent 
River, Chesapeake Bay. The vessel then is commandeered to Nassau. 

The USS luka captures the British blockade-runner Comus off the Florida 
coast. 

April 1 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln returns to Washington, D.C., from the River 
Queen. 

Confederate Florida governor John Milton commits suicide at his home. 
North: Wesley Merritt is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

South: The Battle of Five Forks commences as General Philip H. Sheridan orders 
cavalry under Generals George A. Custer and Thomas C. Devlin to slash at the 
Confederate right flank while his remaining forces pin them down frontally. The 
lynchpin of his attack devolves on General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps, 
which is slated to work its way around the Confederate left and crush it with 
three divisions. Inexplicably, senior Confederate generals George E. Pickett and 
Fitzhugh Lee are not present as the struggle develops, being at a fish bake several 
miles to the rear. Warren, meanwhile, is misled by faulty maps and his turning 
movement is delayed by several hours. It is not until 4:00 p.m. that General Rom- 
eyn B. Ayers’s division finally crashes through the wafer-thin Southern defenses. 
Sheridan then orders his cavalry to charge the entire Confederate line, and it shat¬ 
ters. Thousands of Southerners, finding themselves cut off by Colonel Randall S. 
Mackenzie’s troopers, lay down their arms en masse. The result is a complete and 
decisive Union victory, though somewhat soured by Sheridan’s decision to arbi¬ 
trarily sack Warren as commander ofV Corps. Pickett is also relieved by General 
Robert E. Lee. 
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Five Forks cost the Union around 124 killed, 706 injured, and 54 missing (986) 
while the Confederates lose 450 dead, 750 wounded, and 3,244 captured (4,444) 
in addition to 11 flags and four cannon. More important. General Robert E. Lee’s 
defensive line is compromised entirely and the South Side Railroad—his final sup¬ 
ply line into Petersburg—virtually cut. Lee has no recourse but to abandon Rich¬ 
mond immediately to save his army from imminent capture. 

Union cavalry under Generals Eli Long and Emory Upton continue pressing 
General Nathan B. Eorrest at Ebenezer Church, Alabama, where he awaits the arrival 
of General James R. Chalmer’s division. Forrest then deploys three brigades of 1,500 
men under Generals Philip D. Roddey and Daniel W. Adams, and Colonel Edward 
Crossland in a thin line across the Selma Highway. At 4:00 p.m., the first Union wave 
under Long gallops forward, crashes into the Confederate center, and is repulsed. 
Forrest is engaged closely in desperate hand-to-hand fighting, receives a severe 
saber slash before shooting down his antagonist. Upton’s command then moves up, 
dismounts, and charges Adams’s troops on the Southern right. The Confederates 
again prevail in a tough scrap, throwing the Federal troopers back. However, when 
another part of Upton’s men hit Forrest’s center-left, held by Alabama militia, they 
bolt and the entire line collapses. The Confederates then flee pell-mell for Selma, 
with vengeful Union cavalry pursuing closely. Federal loses amount to 12 dead and 
40 wounded to a Confederate tally of 300, mostly captured. 

Colonel Andrew B. Spurling’s Union cavalry, XIII Corps, engages and defeats the 
46th Mississippi Cavalry in a hot action at Sibley’s MiUs, five miles outside of Fort 
Blakely, Alabama. The Federals, reinforced by African Americans from General John 
B. Hawkins’s division, trounce the Southerners, capturing a flag and inflicting 74 
casualties for a loss of two wounded. Shortly afterward, the 13,000 men of General 
Frederick Steel’s column arrive and besiege the fort. 

Naval: The tinclad USS Rodolph strikes a Confederate torpedo in the Blakely River, 
Alabama, and sinks with a loss of four killed, 11 wounded, and three missing. Ironi¬ 
cally, it was towing an apparatus intended to help raise the Milwaukee, sunk by 
mines four days previously. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
anchors at Lea Harbor, Ascension Island, in the Eastern Carolines. There it seizes 
the Union whalers Pearl, Harvest, Hector, and Edward Carey, which are then stripped 
of supplies and burned. 

April 2 

Politics: As Confederate defenses around Richmond, Virginia, collapse, a greatly 
relieved president Abraham Lincoln telegraphs General Ulysses S. Grant, “Allow me 
to tender to you, and all with you, the nation’s grateful thanks for this additional 
and magnificent success.” 

South: General Ulysses S. Grant decisively orders an all-out assault on the crum¬ 
bling Confederate defenses ringing Petersburg, Virginia. At 4:30 a.m., General Hora¬ 
tio G. Wright’s VI Corps storms the Southern right at Eort Fisher as far as Hatcher’s 
Run, fatally rupturing General Robert E. Lee’s lines. The XXIV Corps also charges 
down Boydton Plank Road, routing the defenders while the redoubtable general 
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Ambrose P. Hill falls while rallying his men. If General Robert E. Lee is to evacuate 
safely the Army of Northern Virginia to Amelia Court House, he needs additional 
time to remove them; fortunately, he acquires it once the surging Union tide laps 
up against Fort Gregg. 

Fort Gregg is garrisoned by barely 500 survivors from Generals Nathaniel G. 
Harris’s and Cadmus M. Wilcox’s divisions. Around noontime, they are beset by two 
entire Union divisions under Generals Robert S. Foster and John W. Turner, but the 
embattled Confederates manage to repel three attacking waves. Federal troops sub¬ 
sequently find an unguarded trench leading into the fort and storm it. Undeterred, 
the defenders resist fiercely in hand-to-hand fighting before being overwhelmed. 
Confederate casualties are 57 killed and 129 wounded, and 30 captured to a Union 
tally of 714. 

As the conflict at Fort Gregg rages, the II Corps of General Andrew A. Hum¬ 
phreys inches farther west, seizes the Crow Salient, and pushes up Claiborne Road. 
General Nelson A. Miles’s division, II Corps, is approaching Sutherland’s Station 
when it stumbles on General Henry Heth’s Confederates. Miles is ordered person¬ 
ally to exploit Humphrey’s initial breakthrough, and he charges the milling South¬ 
erners before they can regroup. Heth’s men quickly are swept aside and routed, 
losing 1,000 prisoners and two cannon. Moreover, the South Side Railroad is now 
firmly in Union hands. But the delays incurred here and at Fort Gregg permit Gen¬ 
eral Robert E. Lee to extricate his remaining troops by nightfall. 

General Robert E. Lee begins to evacuate Petersburg, Virginia, and advises Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis to relocate the seat of the Confederate government from Rich¬ 
mond. His 18,500 Confederates no longer can stem a concerted drive by 63,000 
Federals, who capture the Petersburg lines at a cost of 625 dead, 3,189 wounded, and 
326 missing (4,140); Southern losses are unknown but are considered equally heavy. 
Lee, however, skillfully shuttles his command over the Appomattox River without 
Union interference and departs for Amelia Court House, 39 miles southwest of 
Richmond, and thence begins an overland slog down the Richmond and Danville 
Railroad to Danville. He intends, or at least hopes, to link up with General Joseph 
E. Johnston somewhere in North Carolina. Thus, the siege of Petersburg, which 
commenced on June 15, 1864, successfully terminates with Union losses of 5,100 
killed, 24,800 wounded, and 17,500 captured or missing; Confederate casualties are 
variously estimated at between 28,000 and 38,000. 

Meanwhile, General Richard S. Ewell, commanding Southern forces in Rich¬ 
mond, issues orders to burn all military supplies and equipment that cannot be 
moved. As flames shoot out into the sky looters take to the streets, adding to the 
general sense of mayhem. This evening, Ewell removes the last remaining Confeder¬ 
ate soldiers from the capital, and he marches them across the Mayo Bridge on the 
James River. The bridge is burned behind him to prevent a pursuit. 

General Joseph A. Mower takes charge of the XX Corps, North Carolina. 

General James H. Wilson arrives before Selma, Alabama, a heavily fortified city 
guarded by 5,000 men under General Nathan B. Forrest. Fortunately for the Feder¬ 
als, they seize the British civil engineer responsible for constructing an elaborate 
series of fieldworks, redans, palisades, and ditches; he freely informs his captors of 
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the layout. Wilson then dispatches General Eli Long to attack the Confederate right 
while dismounted; the troopers cross 600 yards of open space, taking heavy losses. 
Long is wounded, but his men spill over the redoubts as General Emory Upton’s 
dismounted division also threads its way through a swamp on the Confederate 
left. Wilson then decides the issue with a thundering charge down the Selma Road, 
which unnerves and finally routs the defenders. By nightfall, the city is secured, and 
Union forces begin to burn factories, storage facilities, railyards, and anything of 
use to the Confederacy. Forrest’s losses are 2,700 captured and 102 cannon seized; 
Wilson sustains 46 dead, 300 wounded, and 13 missing. 

WEST: General George Stoneman’s Union cavalry column crosses into Virginia and 
divides into three parts to burn bridges at Wytheville, the New River Valley, and the 
Roanoke River valley. 

Naval: Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. MaUory orders the James River 
Squadron, consisting of CSS Virginia 11, Richmond, Fredericksburg, Nansemond, 
Hampton, Roanoke, Torpedo, Shrapnel, and Patrick Henry, scuttled to prevent cap¬ 
ture. “The spectacle,” Admiral Raphael Semmes writes, “was grand beyond descrip¬ 
tion.” All naval remaining personnel are ordered to pick up rifles and serve as an 
infantry brigade. 

A naval expedition consisting of the USS Shamrock, Wyoming, Hunchback, Valley 
City, and Whitehead departs Plymouth, North Carolina, and steams up the Roanoke 
River as far as Stumpy Reach in support of General William T. Sherman’s army. 

April 3 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis and his cabinet arrive by special train in Dan¬ 
ville, Virginia. 

South: Union forces under General Godfrey Weitzel, commander of the Afri¬ 
can-American XXV Corps, prepare to occupy Richmond, Virginia. At 5:30 a.m., 
Weitzel sends a small party under Major Atherton H. Stevens, which is received 
by the civil authorities at city hall. Richmond then surrenders to Union forces, 
who promptly raise the Stars and Stripes over the state capitol. Weitzel him¬ 
self arrives three hours later and orders all fires extinguished, looters arrested, 
and order restored. An eerie calm settles over the former Confederate capital as 
President Jefferson Davis’s residence is occupied and transformed into a military 
headquarters. 

President Abraham Lincoln, visiting General Ulysses S. Grant in Petersburg, 
declares, “Thank God I have lived to see this. It seems to me that 1 have been dream¬ 
ing a horrid dream for four years, and now the nightmare is gone.” 

The Army of Northern Virginia disengages and slips out of the Richmond- 
Petersburg trenches and moves westward to make for Amelia Court House. Gen¬ 
eral James Longstreet takes the point, while General John B. Gordon forms the 
rear guard. Additional forces join the lengthening column, with General William 
Mahone marching behind from Bermuda Hundred. Moreover, General Richard S. 
Ewell is expected to join them from Richmond on the morrow. General Robert E. 
Lee now commands 30,000 ragged, hungry, and worn out men—aptly pursued by 
a well-supplied, well-fed force three times their size. 
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After decisively breaking through at Five Forks, Virginia, General Philip FF. 
Sheridan orders his cavalry on a “FFeU for leather” pursuit of fleeing Confederates. 
General Wesley Merritt’s division then canters off in the direction of Amelia Court 
FFouse, intending to cut off the enemy’s retreat. Spearheading this movement is 
General George A. Custer, a recklessly daring cavalier. Custer, galloping ahead of 
his column, suddenly perceives a Confederate rear guard at Namozine Creek under 
General William P. Roberts. FFe quickly deploys horse artillery to distract the defend¬ 
ers while the 1st Vermont Cavalry crosses farther upstream to turn their flank. The 
Southerners, quickly perceiving this threat, abandon their position and fall back. 

Custer subsequently presses ahead for another five miles toward Namozine 
Church, where a Confederate cavalry division under General Rufus Barringer is 
collected. A quick reconnaissance by the 8th New York Cavalry reveals the extent 
of Southern defenses and Custer orders them around the Southern left flank. En 
route, they suddenly crash into the 1st North Carolina Cavalry, and an intense melee 
erupts. Meanwhile, Custer leads the 1st Vermont and 15th New York on a thundering 
charge toward the Confederate center, routing them. The general’s younger brother. 
Lieutenant Thomas W. Custer, helps capture the colors of the 2nd South Carolina 
Cavalry and 15 prisoners, winning a Congressional Medal of Honor. Union losses 
in this sharp encounter are unknown, but they secure 350 captives, 100 horses, and 
a cannon. 

General David S. Stanley leads his IV Corps on an expedition to Asheville, North 
Carolina. 

Fort Blakely, Alabama, is invested by 13,000 Federal troops under General Fred¬ 
erick Steele. It is defended by 4,000 Confederates led by General St. John R. Liddell. 
The progress of Union siege lines is hampered by enfilading fire from the CSS Nash¬ 
ville at the mouth of the Raft River. 

Naval: A force of 50 midshipmen from the Confederate Naval Academy are chosen 
to escort the archives and treasury of the government from Richmond, Virginia, to 
Danville. 

The naval brigade of Commodore John R. Tucker departs Drewry’s Bluff, Vir¬ 
ginia, now attached to the Confederate division of General George W. “Custis” 
Lee. 

As Confederate forces withdraw from Richmond, Virginia, Admiral David D. 
Porter instructs his fleet to begin extensive antitorpedo sweeps up numerous rivers, 
creeks, and estuaries. 

April 4 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln ventures up the James River to Richmond, 
Virginia, aboard the USS Malvern. Once ashore, he is escorted by Admiral David 
D. Porter and 10 sailors to the Confederate White House, being greeted by throngs 
of former African-American slaves. Many of these reach out and touch Lincoln’s 
person to convince themselves that he is not an apparition. 

President Jefferson Davis, pausing momentarily at Danville, Virginia, calls on 
fellow Southerners not to lose hope, for ultimate victory is certain to come from 
“our own unquenchable resolve.” 
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South: The Army of Northern Virginia, having achieved a day’s head start out 
of Richmond, Virginia, arrives at Amelia Court House to discover that promised 
rations for the starving troops have failed to arrive. Instead, ordnance supplies have 
been dispatched by mistake, and General Robert E. Lee orders his men to forage for 
themselves. Meanwhile, pursuing Union forces quickly close the gap. 

Union cavalry under General Philip H. Sheridan advance to Jetersville, Virginia, 
cutting off the Army of Northern Virginia’s retreat. General George G. Meade and 
the II and V Corps, Army of the Potomac, also arrive. The two commanders then 
dig in and wait for the Confederates to attack them. 

General John T. Croxton’s Union cavalry column occupies Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
capturing three cannon and burning various public stores. 

Southwest: General John B. Magruder is appointed head of the Confederate Dis¬ 
trict of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Naval: Admiral David G. Farragut and his entourage arrive in Richmond, Virginia, 
to inspect the city. 

Admiral Henry K. Thatcher agrees to supply General Edward R. S. Canby with 
rowboats and sailors capable of assisting in the assault on Forts Tracey and Huger. 

A naval battery consisting of three 30-pound Parrott rifles is landed on the banks 
of the Blakely River to participate in the reduction of Spanish Fort, Alabama. 

April 5 

Politics: As President Abraham Lincoln delights in sitting in Jefferson Davis’s 
chair, he is approached by Confederate assistant secretary of war John A. Campbell, 
himself a former U.S. Supreme Court justice, who requests that the president help 
maintain the rule of law in Virginia. 

Secretary of State William H. Seward is severely injured in a carriage accident 
in Washington, D.C. 

South: Union troopers under General George Crook encounter a Confederate 
wagon train outside Jetersville, Virginia, and Crook orders the 1st Pennsylvania 
Cavalry forward. They capture 200 wagons, 11 flags and 320 prisoners. The Con¬ 
federates react sharply by dispatching General Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry in pursuit, 
which harry the Federals as far as Amelia Springs before encountering reinforce¬ 
ments under General J. Irvin Gregg. Northern losses are reported as 20 killed and 
96 wounded. 

General Robert E. Lee, preparing to depart Amelia Court House, is now joined 
by the troops of General Richard S. Ewell, bringing his strength up to 58,000. Lee 
now determines to attack Union forces under Generals Philip H. Sheridan and 
George G. Meade presently entrenching at Jetersville. Three divisions under Gen¬ 
eral James Longstreet are readied to march, but Lee cancels the move after learn¬ 
ing that more Federal troops are approaching. To avoid encirclement, he orders a 
night march around the Union left flank followed by a quick dash to Farmville in 
the hopes of finding supplies there. Meade, the senior Union commander, declines 
attacking as the VI Corps has yet to appear. Federal troops continue milling around 
their fortifications until 10:30 p.m., when General Ulysses S. Grant arrives and per¬ 
sonally directs the pursuit. 
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Naval: The Union steamer Harriet DeFord is seized by Confederate partisans as it 
sails up the St. Mary’s River, Maryland. The vessel subsequently is taken to Dimer’s 
Creek, Virginia, and burned. 

April 6 

South: The Battle of Sayler’s Creek unfolds as the Army of Northern Virginia, 
retreating from Amelia Court House to Farmville, Virginia, inadvertently sepa¬ 
rates into three parts. Closely pursuing Union forces are thus able to exploit 
gaps between the commands of Generals Richard S. Ewell, Richard H. Anderson, 
and John B. Gordon with disastrous effect. Trouble begins when Anderson halts 
his long wagon train to fend off some Union cavalry, but he fails to inform the 
lead division under General James Longstreet, which continues marching off. 
General Horatio G. Wright’s Federal troops then assail Ewell’s isolated detach¬ 
ment near Harper’s Farm near Little Sayler’s Greek, supported by 20 cannon. 
The Confederates initially repulse the Union advance as they pour over the 
flooded creek, but the division of General George W. Getty effectively flanks 
the defenders. Ewell’s entire line then is double-enveloped promptly, and 3,400 
troops surrender. 

Another drama develops to Ewell’s right and rear, where a Union cavalry divi¬ 
sion under General Wesley Merritt attacks General Anderson’s corps. Here, the weak 
formations of General George E. Pickett and Bushrod Johnson collapse before a 
determined onslaught by Generals George A. Custer and Thomas C. Devlin. As 
Southern defenses crumble, Anderson’s survivors flee into the woods while victori¬ 
ous Federals round up another 2,600 captives, 300 wagons, and 15 cannon. 

The final act to play out occurs on the Confederate left, where 17,000 men of 
General Andrew A. Humphrey’s II Gorps engage General Gordon’s rear guard, num¬ 
bering 7,000. Gordon is protecting a Confederate wagon train bogged down in the 
mud. The Federals attack, and after heavy fighting proves inconsequential, Hum¬ 
phreys sends a column around the Southern left. Gordon, now nearly outflanked, 
hastily withdraws from the creek with the loss of 1,700 men. 

Sayler’s Greek proves disastrous to the Army of Northern Virginia, which loses 
7,700 men and eight generals—one fifth of its overall strength. Union losses amount 
to only 166 killed and 982 wounded. This is one of the largest number of American 
soldiers captured in a single action prior to Bataan in 1942. General Robert E. Lee, 
who accompanied Longstreet in the van, rode back to observe the fighting and aptly 
exclaims, “My God! Has the army been dissolved?” Sayler’s Greek thus proves both 
a black day for the vaunted Army of Northern Virginia and its final encounter with 
the tenacious Army of the Potomac. 

Meanwhile, Gonfederates under General James Longstreet continue with¬ 
drawing toward High Bridge, an important trestle over the Appomattox River. En 
route, Longstreet perceives that a Union force of three infantry regiments has been 
detached toward High Bridge by General Edward O. G. Ord to burn it. Longstreet 
reacts quickly by dispatching two cavalry divisions under Generals Thomas L. Mun- 
ford and Thomas L. Rosser to stop them. Intense hand-to-hand fighting erupts at 
the southeast end of the bridge where Union forces are overwhelmed and General 
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Theodore Read killed. The victorious Southerners capture 800 prisoners while sav¬ 
ing the strategic bridge. 

Union cavalry under General James H. Wilson spar with General Nathan B. 
Forrest’s troopers at Lanier’s Mills, Sipsey Creek, and King’s Store, Alabama. 

General John T. Croxton’s cavalry column skirmishes with pursuing Confeder¬ 
ates under General William W. Adams at Eutaw, Alabama, losing 34 men and two 
ambulances. 

West: Confederate Partisan Rangers under Colonel John S. Mosby surprise and 
attack the Unionist Loudoun Country Rangers near Charles Town, West Virginia. 
This is Mosby’s final military action of the war and, typically, a success. 

April 7 

Diplomacy: The U.S. government, having lost millions of dollars in shipping to the 
English-built CSS Alabama, begins litigation to recoup damages. 

Politics: An anxious president Abraham Lincoln, on hearing that General Robert 
E. Lee might capitulate if cornered, orders General Ulysses S. Grant to “Let the thing 
be pressed.” 

Tennessee ratifies the 13th Amendment while William G. Brownlow, an 
unabashed Unionist, is inaugurated as governor. 

South: After the Confederate division of General John B. Gordon crosses High 
Bridge, Virginia, General Andrew A. Humphrey’s II Corps shows up in pursuit. The 
Southerners set fire to the bridge behind them, but Federal troops rush forward to 
extinguish its flames. Humphrey then hurriedly crosses over to the north bank of 
the Appomattox River, tangling with a Confederate rear guard under General Wil¬ 
liam Mahone. The Northerners succeed in pushing the Southerners back, and by 
noon, the entire II Corps forces its way across. 

This development proves particularly distressing for General Robert E. Lee, 
who now abandons his plan for marching to Farmville in favor of moving 38 miles 
farther west to Appomattox Court House. Union cavalry under General Philip H. 
Sheridan then suddenly appear and force the Confederates to give battle at Cum¬ 
berland Church. Humphrey’s II Corps also arrives and adds to the general confu¬ 
sion. The Southerners manage to beat off numerous attacks, capturing General J. 
Irvin Gregg in the process, but Lee leads his weary, hungry troops on their final 
night march. He is also forced to order two trains, laden with rations for his hungry 
troops, to depart immediately for Lynchburg and safety. 

General Ulysses S. Grant, arriving at Earmville at the head of 80,000 men, sug¬ 
gests to General Robert E. Lee that he surrender and avoid the useless effusion of 
blood. “The result of the last week must convince you of the hopelessness of further 
resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia in this struggle,” he states, 
“I feel that it is so, and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the responsibility 
of any further effusion of blood.” Lee initially dismisses the notion and determines 
to fight on. 

April 8 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln returns to the White House after an eventful 
stay at Richmond, Virginia. 
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South: Rather than surrender, General Robert E. Lee seeks to break through Union 
forces blocking his path at Appomattox Court House. But that night, hearts sink as 
the campfires of 80,000 Union soldiers light up the evening sky in the distance. Fed¬ 
eral cavalry under Philip H. Sheridan also arrive at Appomattox, west of Lee’s camp, 
again blocking his withdrawal. At a council of war held late that night, Lee and his 
generals agree to attack Sheridan in the morning, dislodge his forces, and then press 
on to Lynchburg. Previously, Sheridan’s cavalry capture several trainloads of food 
intended for the starving Army of Northern Virginia at Pamplin’s Station. 

At Spanish Fort, Alabama, a charge by the 8th Iowa gains a lodgment in the 
Confederate defenses. That evening. General Randall L. Gibson evacuates his garri¬ 
son on a hidden walkway and through the nearby marshes. The Southerners sustain 
93 killed and 350 wounded in a two-week period. General Edward R. S. Canby also 
captures 500 prisoners and 50 cannon. 

Naval: The party of Confederate midshipmen escorting the archives and treasury of 
state to Charlotte, North Carolina, is threatened by Union cavalry and veers south¬ 
ward. They also convince Confederate first lady Varina Davis to accompany them 
for safety’s sake. 

April 9 

South: Palm Sunday. General Robert E. Lee directs Generals John B. Gordon and 
Fitzhugh Lee to attack General Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry at Appomattox Court 
House, Virginia. The Federal troopers are dislodged gradually from their position 
and Lee discerns that General Edward O. C. Ord’s Army of the James is waiting 
in strength directly behind them. Lee finally acknowledges the hopelessness of his 
position and parlays with Union authorities to discuss surrender terms. “There is 
nothing left for me to do but to go and see General Grant,” he states, “and I would 
rather die a thousand deaths.” 

At 1:30 P.M., General Robert E. Lee, accompanied only by his secretary meets 
with General Ulysses S. Grant and formally surrenders the Army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia at Appomattox, Virginia. They convene at the house of Wilbur McLean—an 
act of significant irony Previously, McLean lived at Bull Run where, in July 1861, 
his house served as a hospital for victorious Confederate forces. He thereupon relo¬ 
cated to Appomattox to escape the tumult of war. The terms Grant proffers are 
quite generous, whereby all of Lee’s 30,000 men are paroled and allowed to return 
home, officers are permitted to retain side arms, and all horses and mules are to 
remain with their rightful owners. Lee then addresses his men, declaring, “Go to 
your homes and resume your occupations. Obey the laws and become good citi¬ 
zens as you were soldiers.” As a final gesture. Union forces issue 25,000 rations to 
the half-starved Confederates. The bloody, bitter Civil War reaches a dignified and 
humane denouement. 

General Thomas A. Smyth dies of wounds received two days earlier at Farmville, 
Virginia, becoming the last Union general fatality 

Fort Blakely Mobile, Alabama, is besieged by 45,000 Federal troops once Gen¬ 
eral Frederick Steele receives 32,000 reinforcements under General Edward R. S. 
Canby. An assault force of 16,000 men then attacks the Confederate defenses at 
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This painting depicts the surrender of Robert E. Lee and his army at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, to 
General Ulysses S. Grant. (Library of Congress) 


noon, covered by the fire of 37 field pieces and 75 siege guns. The Federals charge 
headlong into torpedo-laced fields, taking special care to avoid the visible trip wires, 
and vault directly into the Confederate works. Their success prompts General St. 
John R. Liddell to surrender after 20 minutes of fighting. Union losses are 113 killed 
and 516 wounded (629) while 3,423 Confederates are captured along with 40 can¬ 
non. Fort Blakely is also the last, significant pitched engagement of the Civil War. 
West: The cavalry column of General George Stoneman reunites in western Vir¬ 
ginia before raiding Winston-Salem, North Carolina. After destroying all public 
property, the column gallops off to nearby Salisbury, where a sizable number of 
Union prisoners are confined. 

Naval: The Confederate blockade-runner Chameleon docks at Liverpool, England, 
unaware the Civil War is drawing rapidly to a conclusion. 

CSS Nashville under Lieutenant John W. Bennett sails close to shore and tries to 
rescue as many Confederates from Fort Blakely as possible before being driven off 
by Union sharpshooters. 

April 10 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln is accosted by happy crowds in Washington, 
D.C., and then asks a military band to strike up “Dixie,” “one of the best tunes 1 
have ever heard.” 

President Jefferson Davis, on learning of General Robert E. Lee’s capitulation, 
departs Danville with his cabinet and makes for Greensborough, North Carolina. 
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North: News of General Robert E. Lee’s capitulation triggers wild celebrations in 
Northern cities. 

South: General Robert E. Lee issues Order No. 9, bidding a formal farewell to the men 
and officers of the Army of Northern Virginia. “With an increasing admiration of your 
constancy and devotion to your country,” Lee writes, “and a grateful remembrance of 
your kind and generous consideration of myself, 1 bid you an affectionate farewell.” 

General William T. Sherman departs Goldsborough, North Carolina, and 
advances on Raleigh to engage remaining Confederate forces under General Joseph 
E. Johnston. Word of Lee’s capitulation reaches Johnston, meanwhile, and he begins 
to angle for a formal surrender. 

As Union siege artillery continue playing on Eorts Huger and Tracy in Mobile, 
Alabama, General Dabney H. Maury makes preparations to abandon the city and 
retreat. 

April 11 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln delivers his final public address to enthusi¬ 
astic crowds gathered about the White House. He again preaches magnanimity and 
peaceful reconciliation with the inhabitants of former secessionist states. 

South: General William T. Sherman’s army advances on Raleigh, North Carolina. 

The Confederate government train pulls into Greensborough, North Carolina, 
carrying President Jefferson Davis and his cabinet. 

Union cavalry under General James H. Wilson cross the Alabama River and ride 
off to attack Montgomery 

General Dabney H. Maury formally abandons Forts Hugar and Tracy at Mobile, 
Alabama, escaping with 4,500 men and 27 cannon. 

Naval: The USS Sea Bird captures the Confederate sloops Florida and Annie near 
the Crystal River, Florida, sinking both. 

April 12 

South: The Army of Northern Virginia formally capitulates at Appomattox Court 
House to General Joshua L. Chamberlain. Confederates under General John B. Gor¬ 
don then lead a weathered column of Southern troops along the Richmond Stage 
Road, completely lined by Union forces. As the solemn procession passes, Cham¬ 
berlain orders his men to present arms in salute, which is promptly returned by the 
Southerners. Roughly 28,000 Confederates suUenly file down the road, stack arms, 
roll up their flags, and prepare to return home. 

President Jefferson Davis, readying to flee from Greensborough, North Carolina, 
confers with General Joseph E. Johnston about the potential surrender of Confeder¬ 
ate forces. He then authorizes Johnson to meet with General William T. Sherman 
and ask for terms. 

General William T. Sherman’s army skirmishes with Confederate forces outside 
Raleigh, capital of North Carolina. 

Mayor R. H. Slough of Mobile, Alabama, formally surrenders to General Gor¬ 
don Granger. 

West: A Union cavalry column under General George Stoneman encounters a 
motley defense force of 800 men under General William M. Gardner at Salisbury 
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North Carolina. Fighting in the ranks is former lieutenant general and defender of 
Vicksburg John C. Pemberton, now functioning as an ordnance inspector. When 
Stoneman finds his approach to Salisbury blocked by an unplanked bridge and 
strong Confederate fieldworks across Grants Creek, he dispatches the 12th Kentucky 
Cavalry to demonstrate in front while the 11th Kentucky and 13th Tennessee Cav¬ 
alry ford farther upstream to catch the enemy from behind. This action causes the 
enemy flanks to crumble, at which point Stoneman directs the 6th Tennessee Cav¬ 
alry to capture Gardner’s artillery in a stirring charge. The bridge over Grant’s Creek 
is also repaired under fire, over which General John K. Miller’s cavalry surge, routing 
the Confederates. Stoneman, however, proves unable to rescue any Union captives 
held in town as they had previously been moved to Charlotte. After his men then 
burn all public property, Stoneman spurs his command back toward Tennessee. 

Montgomery, Alabama, is captured by cavalry under General James H. Wilson, 
burning all public stores. 

Union forces under General Edward R. S. Canby finally occupy Mobile, Ala¬ 
bama, after sustaining losses of 232 dead, 1,303 injured, and 43 missing (1,578). 
Naval: Fleeing Confederate forces scuttle the CSS Huntsville and Tuscaloosa at 
Mobile, Alabama, to prevent capture while the Nashville, Baltic, and Morgan steam 
up the Tombigbee River to escape. 

April 13 

Politics: Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton orders the military draft suspended 
and also reduces supply requisitions. 

South: Union forces under General William T. Sherman enter Raleigh, North Caro¬ 
lina, and continue to Greensborough. 

Naval: The tug USS Ida strikes a Confederate torpedo near Choctaw Pass, Mobile 
Bay, Alabama, and sinks. This is the fifth U.S. Navy vessel lost in five weeks. 

April 14 

Politics: In his final cabinet meeting. President Abraham Lincoln reiterates his call 
for reconciliation with the South. 

North: At 10:15 p.m.. President Abraham Lincoln, while attending a performance of 
Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C., is suddenly shot from 
behind by actor John Wilkes Booth. Secretary of State William FF. Seward, recover¬ 
ing at home from injuries received in a carriage crash, also survives an assassination 
attempt by Lewis Powell. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton declares martial law in 
the District of Columbia and initiates a massive dragnet to snare the assassins. 
South: General William T. Sherman agrees to enter into surrender negotiations 
with General Joseph E. Johnston at Durham Station, North Carolina. 

General Robert Anderson hoists the American flag over the remnants of Fort 
Sumter, Charleston FFarbor, South Carolina. It is the identical standard lowered by 
him on April 14,1861. 

Naval: The gunboat USS Sciota strikes a Confederate torpedo and sinks in Mobile 
Bay, Alabama. A nearby launch from the USS Cincinnati also blows up after brush¬ 
ing against a torpedo, losing three killed. 
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The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Waddell 
hoists anchor for the East Carolines and sails north toward the Kuriles. 

April 15 

Politics: President Abraham Lincoln dies at 7:22 a.m., leaving Secretary of War 
Edwin M. Stanton to declare, “Now he belongs to the ages.” Vice President Andrew 
Johnson is then sworn in as the nation’s 17th chief executive by Chief Justice Salmon 
P. Chase; Johnson’s first request is to ask members of Lincoln’s cabinet to remain 
in their offices. 

President Jefferson Davis departs Greensborough, North Carolina, on horseback 
and rides all night toward Lexington. 

North: George A. Custer is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

April 16 

South: General James H. Wilson’s army occupies Columbus, Georgia, after brush¬ 
ing aside a hodgepodge collection of Confederates and militia and taking 1,200 
captives and 52 cannon. The victorious troopers then commence to burn several 
factories, 100,000 cotton bales, 15 locomotives, and 200 railcars. Meanwhile, another 
column under General Edward M. McGook seizes West Point, destroying an addi¬ 
tional 19 locomotives and 200 railcars. 

Naval: Confederate forces capture and burn the USS St. Paul in the Hatchee River, 
Tennessee. 

April 17 

Politics: John Wilkes Booth, who injured his leg after assassinating President 
Abraham Lincoln, hides himself near Port Tobacco, Maryland. He then waits for 
transportation over the Potomac River to continue his escape. 

The body of President Abraham Lincoln lies in state in the East Room of the 
White House, Washington, D.C. 

President Jefferson Davis and his entourage arrive at Salisbury, North Carolina. 
South: General William T. Sherman and Joseph E. Johnston confer at the Bennet 
House, Durham Station, North Carolina, to draw up surrender terms. 

Naval: The ironclad CSS Jackson (nee Muscogee) is destroyed on the Chattahoochee 
River near Columbus, Georgia, by Union cavalry surging through the town. 

The naval escort guarding Confederate archives and treasury arrives safely at 
Washington, Georgia. First Lady Varina Davis is left behind as the party continues 
to Augusta. 

The USS Maria A. Wood clears Confederate obstructions on the Blakely River 
channel. Mobile Bay, Alabama. The vessel then enters the city of Mobile. 

April 18 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston agrees to surrender his 37,000 men to General 
William T. Sherman at Durham Station, North Carolina. However, terms of their 
“Memorandum or Basis of Agreement” are viewed as overly generous, and they are 
disavowed by the government. Sherman is accused of overstepping his authority and 
is ordered to renegotiate the pact, offering the same terms used at Appomattox. 
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April 19 

Politics: Funeral services are held for President Abraham Lincoln in Washington, 
D.C., and huge crowds throng the proceedings. 

President Jefferson Davis and his remaining cabinet flee to Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

South: General Fienry W. Halleck assumes command of the newly instituted Mili¬ 
tary of the James, Virginia. 

WEST: General Simon B. Buckner receives command of the newly created District 
of Arkansas and West Louisiana. 

General John Pope recommends the surrender of all Gonfederate forces west of 
the Mississippi River to General Edmund Kirby-Smith, on the same terms offered 
to General Robert E. Lee. 

Naval: The Eederal gunboat USS Lexington steams up the Red River, Louisiana, 
bearing terms of surrender for General Edmund Kirby-Smith. 

April 20 

Politics: Arkansas ratifies the 13th Amendment. 

South: General Robert E. Lee writes to President Jefferson Davis, voicing opposi¬ 
tion to the latter’s plan to wage extended guerrilla warfare throughout the South. 

Federal troops under General James FF. Wilson occupy Macon, Georgia, without 
resistance, although skirmishes are still reported in the countryside. FFere, Wilson 
learns of the war’s end. FFis raid is one of the most successful of the war, covering 
525 miles in only 28 days, capturing 6,820 prisoners, 23 flags, 288 cannon, and 
cutting a swath of destruction across Alabama and Georgia. Despite this litany of 
achievements, Wilson’s losses are light and amount to 99 killed, 598 wounded, and 
28 missing. 

April 21 

Politics: A train bearing the casket that holds the body of President Abraham 
Lincoln departs Washington, D.G., for Springfield, Illinois, as immense crowds of 
mourners gather along the tracks en route. 

South: Golonel John S. Mosby, “the vaunted Gray Ghost,” refuses to surrender his 
43rd Virginia Cavalry battalion and instead simply disbands them at Millwood, 
Virginia. 

Naval: The Union steamer Sultana departs New Orleans with 100 passengers and 
sails up the Mississippi River to Vicksburg, Mississippi. Boiler problems are brought 
to the attention of Captain J. Cass Mason en route, and he resolves to remedy them 
at Vicksburg. 

The USS Cornubia captures an unnamed British schooner off Galveston, 
Texas. 

April 22 

Politics: John Wilkes Booth and his accomplice David E. FFerold escape in a small 
rowboat from Maryland to Virginia. 

South: Union cavalry under General John T. Croxton occupy Talladega, Alabama, 
dispersing 500 militia and burning several factories and ironworks. 
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General Benjamin E Butler briefly resumes his command of the Department of 
the Gulf, Louisiana. 

Naval: The side-wheel steamer USS Black Hawk catches fire and explodes on the 
Ohio River near Mound Gity, Illinois. 

April 23 

South: A Union expedition under General Horatio G. Wright, VI Corps, and Gen¬ 
eral Wesley Merritt’s cavalry, takes 500 Southern prisoners at Danville and South 
Boston, Virginia. General James Dearing dies of wounds at Lynchburg, Virginia, the 
last ranking Southerner to perish. 

Naval: Lieutenant Charles W. Read enacts his daring plan to dash down the Mississippi 
River in CSS Webb and make for the open sea past New Orleans. The ironclads USS 
Manhattan and Fort Hindman briefly engage Read as he emerges from the Red River, 
but his vessel proves faster than its plodding pursuers and escapes downstream. 

April 24 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson formally rejects the surrender agreement 
reached between General William T. Sherman and General Joseph E. Johnston. 
Sherman is informed by General Ulysses S. Grant himself, who arrives at Raleigh, 
North Carolina, to do so. 

Political assassins John Wilkes Booth and Davis Herold make their way to Port 
Conway, Virginia. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel P. Lee urges special vigilance along the Mississippi River “to 
prevent the carrying across of plunder and property in the hands of Jefferson Davis 
and his Cabinet, and also to seize their persons.” 

The Union steamer Sultana departs Vicksburg, Mississippi, loaded with 2,100 
newly released Union prisoners and 200 civilians—six times its legal carrying capac¬ 
ity The reason for the overload is that the Federal government is paying steamers to 
transport prisoners north at a rate of five dollars per soldier and 10 dollars per officer. 
However, Captain J. Cass Mason decides against having his faulty boilers overhauled 
and, instead, simply patches them up until he reaches St. Louis, Missouri. 

The CSS Webb under Lieutenant Charles W. Read passes through New Orleans, 
Louisiana, at flank speed, easily thwarting slower pursuers. As he passes the city 
Federal gunboats score several direct hits, but his vessel proceeds unimpeded toward 
the sea. However, having reached 25 miles below the city the USS Richmond inter¬ 
cepts the Confederates by moving upstream. Read, trapped between two fires, finally 
beaches the Webb and surrenders. 

April 25 

Politics: Union troops chase political assassins John Wilkes Booth and David E. 
Herold to Bowling Green, Virginia, just south of the Rappahannock River. The two 
fugitives then take refuge in the barn of farmer Richard H. Garrett. 

April 26 

Politics: John Wilkes Booth is cornered in a barn near Bowling Green, Virginia, 
while attempting to escape from Virginia and dies from gunshot wounds. David E. 
Herold is captured. 
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President Jefferson Davis departs Charlotte, North Carolina, and ventures to the 
Trans-Mississippi region, vowing there to carry on a guerrilla struggle for Southern 
rights and independence. 

South: General Joseph E. Johnston and General William T. Sherman meet again at 
Durham Station, North Carolina, and renegotiate a surrender agreement with terms 
similar to those at Appomattox. 

April 27 

Naval: The body of John Wilkes Booth arrives aboard the monitor USS Montauk 
in the Anacostia River outside Washington, D.C., where an autopsy is performed. 
David E. Herold is also kept in chains in the ship’s hold. 

Commodore William Radford of the James River Elotilla and the USS Tristram 
Shandy are alerted to watch for the approaching ironclad CSS Stonewall. 

At 2:00 A.M., boilers on the Union steamer Sultana explode with a deafening 
roar, hurling crew and passengers alike into the frigid waters of the Mississippi 
River. By the time help finally arrives from Memphis, Tennessee, two hours later, 
more than 1,700 people perish through burns and hypothermia; only 600 survivors 
are fished from the waters. Sultana remains the single biggest disaster in U.S. mari¬ 
time history and eclipses the more famous Titanic, 47 years later. 

April 28 

Politics: The train bearing President Abraham Lincoln’s casket passes through 
Cleveland, Ohio, where it is viewed by 50,000 citizens. 

President Jefferson Davis accepts the resignation of Confederate treasury secre¬ 
tary George A. Trenholm from his cabinet. 

April 29 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson issues an Executive Order lifting commercial 
restrictions against all Southern states except Texas. 

President Jefferson Davis and his entourage reach Yorksville, South Carolina. 
Naval: The USS Donegal is ordered from Bull’s Bay, South Carolina, to the Savan¬ 
nah River, Georgia, to search for the CSS Stonewall. 

An armed party from the USS Moose attacks and scatters a Confederate raiding 
party of the Cumberland River, Tennessee, inflicting 20 casualties, and taking six 
captives. 

April 30 

South: General Edward R. S. Canby holds preliminary talks with General Richard 
Taylor at Mobile, Alabama, as to the latter’s forthcoming surrender. Afterward, 
Taylor ventures back to his headquarters at Meridian, Mississippi, and makes 
preparations. 

May 1 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson calls for a board of nine army officers to try 
eight individuals implicated in President Abraham Lincoln’s death. The accused are 
now subject to military justice rather than civil proceedings. 
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President Jefferson Davis reaches Cokesbury, South Carolina, en route to the 
Florida coast. There, he and his party hope to catch a ship and sail to Texas. 
South: The cavalry column of General John T. Croxton arrives at Macon, Geor¬ 
gia, covering 650 miles in 30 days and eluding superior numbers of Confederate 
pursuers. 

WEST: Recently disgraced general Gouverneur K. Warren replaces General Napo¬ 
leon J. T. Dana as head of the Department of Mississippi. 

May 2 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson accuses a fugitive Jefferson Davis of complic¬ 
ity in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln and offers $100,000 for his 
capture. 

President Jefferson Davis arrives at Abbeville, South Carolina, and heads for 
Washington, Georgia, escorted by four brigades of cavalry under General Basil W. 
Duke. Members of his cabinet begin to object to his intention to renew the struggle 
through guerrilla warfare. 

Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory tenders his resignation to 
President Jefferson Davis at Washington, Georgia. 

Naval: Commander Matthew F. Maury departs Britain with $40,000 worth of elec¬ 
trical equipment to manufacture torpedoes at Galveston, Texas. During his sojourn 
abroad, the talented Maury perfects a controlled mine system whereby torpedoes, 
planted on a grid pattern and corresponding to a chart, can be selectively detonated 
when enemy vessels reach their proximity. 

May 3 

Politics: The funeral train bearing the body of President Abraham Lincoln pulls 
into Springfield, Illinois. 

Confederate secretary of state Judah B. Benjamin resigns from office and even¬ 
tually flees to Britain. 

North: The funeral train of President Abraham Lincoln pulls into Springfield, 
Illinois. 

South: The Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston formally lays 
down its arms near Durham Station, North Garolina. This concludes the Civil War 
in the East. 

Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his cabinet arrive at Washington, 
Georgia. 

May 4 

Politics: The remains of President Abraham Lincoln are interred at Springfield, 
Illinois. 

South: General Richard Taylor surrenders all Confederate forces east of the Missis¬ 
sippi River to General Edward R. S. Ganby at Citronelle, Alabama. He receives the 
identical terms proffered to General Robert E. Lee and is further allowed to utilize 
trains and steamers to send his men home. 
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Naval: Commodore Ebenezer Farrand surrenders Confederate naval forces on the 
Tombigbee River to Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, including CSS Morgan, Balti, Black 
Diamond, and Nashville. 

The CSS Ajax drops anchor at St. George’s, Bermuda, hoping to pick up its 
armament from Havana, Cuba. However, British governor W. G. Hamley obstructs 
any such moves. 

May 5 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis and his dwindling party of followers arrive at 
Sandersville, Georgia. 

Connecticut ratifies the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery. 

May 6 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints General David Hunter to head the 
military commission tasked with trying those accused of assassinating President 
Abraham Lincoln. The accused are prosecuted by Joseph Holt, judge advocate gen¬ 
eral of the U.S. Army. 

North: James H. Wilson is promoted to major general, U.S. Army. 

West: General Thomas L. Rosser surrenders his Confederate cavalry at Lexington, 
Virginia. 

May 8 

West: General Edward R. S. Canby formally accepts the paroles of General Richard 
Taylor’s forces in Mississippi, Alabama, and East Louisiana. 

Naval: The USS Insonomia captures the British blockade-runner George Douthwaite 
near the Warrior River, Florida. 

May 9 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson declares the naval blockade to remain in place 
for two more weeks to impede any escape by fugitive Confederate leaders. 

Francis H. Pierpont receives official recognition as governor of Virginia; previ¬ 
ously he headed Unionist Virginians in Federal-held territory. 

The trial of eight suspected conspirators begins in Washington, D.C. 

President Jefferson Davis is reunited with his wife Varina at Dublin, Georgia. 
WEST: General Nathan B. Forrest disbands his men rather than surrender. 

May 10 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson declares armed resistance “virtually at an end,” 
although skirmishing persists in rural parts of the South. 

President Jefferson Davis and his wife are captured near Abbeville, Georgia, 
by men of the 1st Wisconsin and 4th Michigan Cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel 
Benjamin Pritchard—part of General James H. Wilson’s command. His detention 
signals the end of the Confederate government. 

General Samuel Jones surrenders Confederate forces at Tallahassee, Florida. 
West: Dreaded Confederate guerrilla William C. Quantrill is mortally wounded 
and captured near Taylorsville, Kentucky. 
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May 11 

West: General Jeff Thompson surrenders at Chalk Bluff, Arkansas. 

Southwest: Colonel Theodore H. Barrett, 62nd U.S. Colored Infantry, disregards 
the unofficial truce along the Rio Grande region of Texas by mustering 250 men 
of his regiment and 50 troopers of the 2nd Texas Cavalry to attack a Confederate 
outpost at White’s Ranch on the road to Brownstown. The column is commanded 
by Colonel David Branson, who leads them over the rain-swollen Boca Chica River 
toward their objective. Finding this position abandoned, Branson rests his men in 
a thicket for the night. 

Naval: Captain Thomas J. Paige and the CSS Stonewall docks at Havana, Cuba. 

May 12 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints General Oliver O. Howard to head 
the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

South: General Adelbert Ames becomes commander of the X Corps, Florida. 
Southwest: Colonel David Branson’s Union column defeats a force of 300 Confed¬ 
erate cavalry at Palmito Ranch, Texas, on the road to Brownsville. After regrouping, 
the Southerners counterattack and drive the Federal forces back to White’s Ranch. 
Overnight, both sides continue receiving reinforcements. 

May 13 

West: General Edmund Kirby-Smith confers with the Confederate governors of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Missouri in Marshall, Texas. Smith intends to surrender 
his forces, but General Joseph O. Shelby threatens to arrest him if he tries. 
Southwest: Colonel Theodore H. Barrett arrives to take command of Union 
troops under Colonel David Branson and leads them back into combat at Palmito 
Ranch, Texas. They engage a force of Confederate cavalry under Colonel John S. 
Ford, who deftly outflanks the overconfident Federals. Barrett promptly falls back, 
hotly pursued by the Southerners, who chase him for 17 miles. The fighting then 
stops once Barrett reaches his original starting point at White’s Ranch. Union losses 
are estimated at around 130 killed, wounded, or captured; the Confederates suffer 
far less. While small, Palmito Ranch is also the last pitched encounter of the Civil 
War. Once Ford interrogates his prisoners and learns that the war is over, he begins 
to disband Confederate forces along the Rio Grande. 

May 16 

Politics: President Jefferson Davis, his family, and several ranking Confederate 
officials are placed on steamers and sent down the Savannah River, Georgia, to Port 
Royal, South Carolina. 

May 17 

South: General Philip H. Sheridan becomes commander of all Federal troops west 
of the Mississippi and south of the Arkansas rivers, where scattered Confederate 
resistance continues. 

General Edward R. S. Canby relieves General Benjamin F. Butler as head of 
the newly enlarged Department of the Gulf, whose jurisdiction now encompasses 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. 
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May 19 

Naval: Captain Thomas J. Page hands over the CSS Stonewall to the captain general 
of Cuba for $16,000, with which he pays off his crew. The vessel ultimately is sold 
to Japan. 

The USS Grosbeak receives the surrender of the 2nd Arkansas at Laconia, 
Arkansas. 

May 20 

West: Federal soldiers repel an attack by hostile Sioux on Deer Creek, Dakota Ter¬ 
ritory, killing and wounding around 50. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles appoints a naval board headed by 
Admiral David G. Farragut to investigate the present affairs of the displaced U.S. 
Naval Institute and to make recommendations for the future. 

Federal authorities arrest former Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. 
Mallory at LaGrange, Georgia. 

May 21 

Naval: The far-ranging CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell enters 
the Sea of Okhotsk in search of Union whaling vessels. 

May 22 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson opens all Southern seaports as of July 1 with 
the exception of four facilities in Texas: Galveston, La Salle, Brazos Santiago, and 
Brownsville. 

President Jefferson Davis arrives in chains at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and will 
remain confined there until May 13,1867. 

Naval: Picket Boat No. 5 seizes the Confederate steamers Skirwan, Cotton Plant, 
Fisher, and Egypt Mills in the Roanoke River, North Carolina. 

Commander Matthew F. Maury arrives at Havana, Cuba, with thousands of 
dollars of electrical equipment for building and detonating torpedoes. However, on 
hearing of the Confederacy’s demise, he abandons his attempt to reach Galveston, 
Texas. 

May 23 

Politics: The Piedmont government, a collection of Unionist politicians from Vir¬ 
ginia, occupies the state capital at Richmond. 

North: The Grand Armies of the Republic parade in a mass review at Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., and flags are permitted to fly at full mast for the first time in four years. 
Curiously, not one of the 166 African-American regiments raised during the war is 
present at the festivities. 

Naval: The USS Azalea captures the British blockade-runner Sarah M. Newhall off 
Savannah, Georgia. 

May 24 

North: The army of General William T. Sherman, sporting a much looser appearance 
than the spit-and-polish Army of the Potomac, victoriously tramps through Wash- 
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ington, D.C. Sherman also refuses to shake hands with Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton over their recent imbroglio concerning the surrender of General Joseph E. 
Johnston. 

Naval: The USS Cornubia and Princess Royal sink the Confederate blockade-runner 
Denbigh and the schooner Le Compt off Galveston, Texas. 

May 25 

South: An accidental explosion of 20 tons of Confederate gunpowder occurs in 
Mobile, Alabama, wrecking facilities and inflicting 300 casualties. Quartermaster 
John Cooper, having dashed into the fires and rescued a wounded man on his back, 
receives his second Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Naval: The USS Vanderbilt tows the captured Confederate ram CSS Columbia to 
Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

Admiral Henry K. Thatcher notes that Confederate defenses at Sabine Pass, 
Texas, have been disbanded and the Stars and Stripes is hoisted over them by men 
of the USS Owasco. 

Commander Matthew E Maury, fearing that his prior work on torpedoes makes 
him ineligible for a parole, sails from Havana, Cuba, to Mexico. 

May 26 

South: General Simon B. Buckner, representing general Edmund Kirby-Smith, sur¬ 
renders to General Edward R. S. Canby’s deputy general Peter J. Osterhaus at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. This act formally dissolves all remaining Confederate forces 
west of the Mississippi River. General Joseph O. Shelby, however, defiantly leads 
1,000 followers south into Mexico to found a military colony. 

May 27 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson empties the prisons of almost all Southerners 
held under military jurisdiction. 

North: Benjamin H. Grierson is appointed major general, U.S. Army 
Naval: Acting on instructions from Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren, the USS Pon¬ 
tiac deposits several Confederate torpedoes for examination at the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

The CSS Spray surrenders to Union forces in the St. Mark’s River, Florida. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Waddell 
captures and burns the Union whaler Abigail in the Sea of Okhotsk. 

May 29 

Diplomacy: In a detailed letter, American minister to Britain Charles F. Adams out¬ 
lines to Foreign Minister Lord John Russell that British-built Confederate warships 
are responsible for the destruction of 110,000 tons of American shipping—and 
compensation is in order. This damage is so extensive that the United States forfeits 
its prior position as the world’s largest maritime carrier. 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson proclaims an amnesty and pardon to any 
former Confederates submitting to a loyalty oath. He also extends recognition to 
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four new state governments established by his predecessor along with plans for 
readmitting Southern states into the Union. Johnson’s continuation of moderate 
reconstruction or, as he deems it, “restoration,” spells certain trouble at the hands 
of Radical Republicans. 

William H. Holden gains appointment as provisional governor of North 
Carolina. 

June 1 

Naval: Army troops conveyed by USS Itasca occupy Apalachicola, Florida. 

The USS Ouachita and seven gunboats convoy 4,000 troops under General Fran¬ 
cis J. Herron, up the Red River, Louisiana, to secure Confederate forts and posts. In 
this manner, the large ironclad CSS Missouri is secured at Alexandria. 

June 2 

Diplomacy: The government of Great Britain officially rescinds belligerent status 
for the Confederacy. 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson pardons Lambdin R Milligan, a notorious 
“Copperhead” agitator sentenced to hang. 

Southwest: General Edmund Kirby-Smith formally surrenders Confederate forces 
at Galveston, Texas, to General Edmund J. Davis. The articles of capitulation are 
signed aboard the USS Port Jackson. 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles begins a downsizing and economizing 
policy by ordering the Mississippi Squadron of Admiral Samuel P. Lee reduced to 
15 ships. 

June 3 

Naval: The CSS Missouri surrenders to U.S. naval forces on the Red River, Louisiana. 

Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough receives command of the reconstituted Euro¬ 
pean Squadron. 

June 5 

Naval: Captain Benjamin E. Sands directs landing parties from the USS Cornubia 
and Preston to occupy Galveston, Texas, and raise the Stars and Stripes. 

June 6 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson orders aJl remaining Confederate prisoners 
of war released. 

Voters in Missouri ratify a new constitution abolishing slavery. 

West: Confederate guerrilla William C. Quantrill dies of wounds at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Naval: Commander Matthew F. Maury, C.S.N., arrives at Veracruz, Mexico, and 
proceeds to Mexico City to present his credentials to Emperor Maximilian. The 
receipt of several letters from family members strongly advising him not to return 
home convinces him that this is the right course to pursue. 

June 7 

Naval: The USS Ouachita seizes the CSS Cotton and removes it to the mouth of the 
Red River. 
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June 8 

North: A tardy Union VI Corps parades through Washington, D.C. 

June 9 

Naval: Per order of Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, the East and West Gulf 
squadrons are united under the leadership of Admiral Henry K. Thatcher. The 
North and South Atlantic squadrons likewise are consolidated under Admiral John 
A. B. Dahlgren. 

The CSS Ajax under Lieutenant John Low arrives back at Liverpool, England, 
where it is interned by authorities. Low himself decides to remain abroad rather 
than return home. 

June 13 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints William L. Sharkey provisional gov¬ 
ernor of Mississippi, continuing his policy of restoring civilian authority as quickly 
as possible. 

June 17 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints James Johnson and Andrew J. Ham¬ 
ilton provisional governors of Georgia and Texas, respectively. 

June 21 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints Lewis E. Parsons provisional gover¬ 
nor of Alabama. 

June 22 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
fires the last naval shots of the war by capturing the Union whalers William Thomp¬ 
son, Euphrates, Milo, Sophia Thornton, and Jerah Swift in the Bering Sea. Waddell 
hears rumors that the war has ended from his captives but disbelieves them for lack 
of evidence. 

June 23 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson declares the Union naval blockade of all 
Southern states officially over. 

Southwest: General Stand Watie surrenders his Confederate Cherokee at Doaks- 
ville, Indian Territory He is the last Confederate general to capitulate. 

Naval: Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont dies unexpectedly at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
aged 61 years. 

The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
captures and burns the Union whaler General Williams in the Bering Sea. 

June 24 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson lifts all commercial restrictions from states 
and territories west of the Mississippi River. 

June 26 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell 
seizes and burns the Union whalers Nimrod, William C. Nye, Catherine, General 
Pike, Isabella, and Gipsey in the Bering Sea. 
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June 27 

Naval: Commander Matthew F. Maury, C.S.N., finally has his audience with 
Emperor Maximilian in Mexico City, Mexico. 

June 28 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah seizes Union whalers Brunswick, 
Favorite, James Murray, Nile, Hillman, Nassau, Isaac Howland, Waverly, Martha, 
Favorite, Covington, and Congress, bonding a handful and burning the rest. In a 
voyage traversing 58,000 miles, this is Waddell’s most enterprising day. 

June 30 

Politics: A military commission finds all eight conspirators implicated in the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln guilty. David E. Herold, Lewis Payne, 
George A. Atzerodt, and Mary E. Surratt are sentenced to hang while Dr. Samuel 
Mudd, Samuel Arnold, and Michael O’Laughlin receive life imprisonment; Edward 
Spangler receives six-years’ imprisonment. 

July 1 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson declares all Southern ports open to foreign 
commerce and shipping. 

New Hampshire ratifies the 13th Amendment. 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Waddell, 
threatened by ice floes in the Bering Sea, sails south looking for additional victims. 

July 3 

WEST: General Patrick E. Conner arrives at Fort Laramie, Wyoming, to orchestrate 
military activity against ongoing Arapaho raids. 

July 7 

Politics: Four individuals implicated in the assassination of President Abraham 
Lincoln go to the gallows in Washington, D.C. Four others are relocated to serve 
their sentences in the Dry Tortugas islands, Florida. 

July 13 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson appoints William Marvin provisional gover¬ 
nor of Florida. 

July 14 

Naval: The Confederate blockade-runner Owl under Commander John N. Maffitt 
steams into the Mersey River and drops anchor at Liverpool. He then disbands his 
crew and turns the vessel over to an English shipping firm. 

July 1 5 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James 1. Wad¬ 
dell finally clears the Bering Sea and steers south intending to attack San Francisco, 
California. 

July 16 

Naval: With the encouragement of Emperor Maximilian, Commander Matthew F. 
Maury draws up a detailed plan for Confederate immigration to Mexico. 
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July 18 

Naval: The USS Colorado arrives at Vlissingen, Netherlands, where Admiral Louis 
M. Goldsborough takes command of the newly reconstituted European Squadron. 

July 19 

Politics: Governor J. Madison Wells implores the inhabitants of Louisiana to take 
the oath of allegiance or lose their right to vote. 

July 20 

Naval: The army transport Quinnebaug strikes a reef outside Beaufort, North Caro¬ 
lina, and sinks with the loss of 25 lives. The survivors are rescued eventually by boats 
from the USS Anemone and Corwin. 

July 31 

Naval: The Potomac Flotilla is disbanded. 

The East Indian squadron is established under Commodore Henry H. Bell, 
commanding the USS Wachusett, Hartford, and Wyoming. His mission is to patrol 
waters from the Strait of Sunda to the Sea of Japan. 

August 2 

Naval: Lieutenant James 1. Waddell of the CSS Shenandoah learns from the British 
vessel Barracouta that the Civil War has in fact ended. Fearing that he and his crew 
will be charged with piracy and ignoring protests from his crew, he orders the vessel 
to make for Britain via Cape Horn. 

August 12 

Naval: The Brazil Squadron arrives at Bahia, Brazil, with the USS Susquehanna, 
Monadnock, Chippewa, Monticello, Canonicus, Shawmut, Fahkee, and Wasp to pro¬ 
tect American interests in the South Atlantic. 

August 14 

Naval: The once-imposing Mississippi Squadron of 80 warships is disbanded by 
Admiral Samuel P. Lee; henceforth, U.S. Navy presence on the western waterways is 
reduced to five vessels. 

August 21 

Politics: The Mississippi state legislature negates its secessionist ordinance and 
also abolishes slavery. 

August 23 

Naval: The USS Commodore McDonough sinks while under tow from Port Royal, 
South Carolina, to New York. 

August 24 

South: Clara Barton and Captain James M. Moore conclude their activities to iden¬ 
tify and register Union dead at Andersonville Prison, Georgia. 

August 28 

Naval: Admiral David D. Porter is appointed the sixth superintendent of the U.S. 
Naval Academy and orchestrates its transfer from Newport, Rhode Island, back to 
Annapolis, Maryland. Porter serves four years, rising there to vice admiral. 
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September 1 

South: Former general Robert E. Lee becomes president of Washington College, 
Virginia. 

September 3 

West: A detachment of Federal troops from General Patrick E. Connor’s command 
engages a combined party of Arapaho, Comanche, and Sioux warriors at the Battle 
of Powder River, Idaho Territory. 

September 4 

West: Roughly 2,000 hostile Indians continue to attack a Federal detachment at 
Powder River, Montana Territory, killing two soldiers and losing 13 warriors. 

September 5 

Politics: The South Carolina legislature repeals its ordinance of secession, declar¬ 
ing it null and void. 

September 11 

Naval: Emperor Maximilian approves of Commander Matthew F. Maury’s plans to 
encourage Confederate immigration to Mexico. 

September 14 

West: Representatives of nine Native American tribes (Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw, Osage, Seminole, Seneca, Shawnee, and Quapaw) gather at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, and sign a treaty of loyalty to the United States. 

September 16 

Naval: The Confederate raider CSS Shenandoah under Lieutenant James I. Wad¬ 
dell rounds Cape Horn and enters the Atlantic Ocean en route to Liverpool, 
England. 

September 18 

Naval: Emperor Maximilian of Mexico appoints Commander Matthew E Maury an 
“Honorary Counselor of the State” and “Director of the National Observatory.” 

September 23 

West: Native Americans attack an army encampment in the Harney Lake valley, 
Oregon Territory; this is the last recorded engagement of the Civil War period. 

October 2 

South: Former general Robert E. Lee takes his oath of allegiance to the United 
States and receives a full pardon. 

Naval: Commodore John Rodgers leads the USS Vanderbilt, Tuscarora, Powhatan, 
and Monadnock round Cape Horn and into the Pacific Ocean to reinforce the Pacific 
Squadron. 

October 11 

Politics: Former Confederate vice president Alexander H. Stephens and several 
high-ranking cabinet officers are paroled by President Andrew Johnson. 
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October 12 

Politics: President Andrew Johnson declares an end to martial law in Kentucky. 

October 20 

Naval: The steam tug USS Nettle sinks after colliding with an ironclad. 

November 3 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles instructs aU U.S. Navy vessels to render 
proper honors on entering English ports. This diplomatic nicety is resumed once the 
British government retracts belligerent status from the now-defunct Confederacy 

November 5 

Naval: Lieutenant James I. Waddell docks the CSS Shenandoah at Liverpool, Eng¬ 
land, after covering 58,000 miles and seizing 38 prizes without loss of life. 

November 6 

Naval: Lieutenant James 1. Waddell surrenders the CSS Shenandoah to British 
authorities. His is the final Confederate flag struck. After a few days in confinement, 
the crew is released by British authorities. Shenandoah subsequently is turned over 
to U.S. minister Charles F. Adams, who sells the vessel to the Sultan of Zanzibar. 
Waddell, meanwhile, is reviled by the American government as the “Anglo-Ameri¬ 
can Pirate Captain,” which induces him to remain in England until 1875. 

The USS [acob Bell sinks while being towed to New York. 

The USS Anna is wrecked on the Elorida coast. 

The USS Itasca strikes a Confederate mine in Mobile Bay, Alabama, and sinks. 
The tug USS Rose strikes a Confederate mine in Mobile Bay, Alabama, and 
sinks. 

November 9 

Politics: The North Carolina legislature overturns its 1861 secession ordinance, 
outlaws slavery, and elects new members to Congress. 

November 10 

South: Captain Henry Wirz is hanged by Union authorities for his role as comman¬ 
dant of notorious Andersonville Prison, Georgia. He is the only former Confederate 
so punished. 

November 13 

Politics: The South Carolina state legislature ratifies the 13th Amendment. 

November 23 

Naval: The former Confederate ironclad CSS Stonewall is escorted by the USS 
Rhode Island and Hornet to the Washington Navy Yard, following its purchase from 
the governor-general of Cuba. The vessel ultimately is sold to Japan. 

November 24 

Politics: The state legislature of Mississippi passes laws concerning vagrancy, labor 
service, and other “black codes” intending to regulate African Americans and define 
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their roles in the greater society. Henceforth, blacks are not allowed to serve on 
juries, cannot testify against white persons in a court of law, cannot bear arms, and 
cannot gather in large numbers. Collectively, this is the first manifestation of what 
becomes known as “Jim Crow” laws during the 20th century. 

December 1 

Politics: The government revokes wartime suspension of the writ of habeas cor¬ 
pus, except in states of the former Confederacy, the District of Columbia, and the 
New Mexico and Arizona territories. 

December 2 

Politics: The Alabama state legislature ratifies the 13th Amendment, fulfilling the 
requisite three-fourths approval by the states. 

December 4 

Politics: The 39th U.S. Congress convenes and institutes the Joint Committee on 
Reconstruction to oppose President Andrew Johnson. Known as the “Committee 
of Fifteen,” it consists of nine Republicans and six Democrats, and votes repeat¬ 
edly along party lines. Among its first actions is to dispute the credentials of newly 
elected senators and representatives from states of the former Confederacy, hence 
denying them seats in Congress. 

The 13th Amendment is ratified by North Carolina but it fails in Mississippi. 
Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles reconstitutes the West India Squad¬ 
ron under Commodore James S. Palmer of the USS Rhode Island. His command 
includes the De Soto, Swatara, Monongahela, Florida, Augusta, Shamrock, Ashuelot, 
and Monocacy. 

December 5 

Diplomacy: Secretary of State William H. Seward instructs U.S. minister to France 
John Bigelow to enunciate to Emperor Napoleon 111, in no uncertain terms, Ameri¬ 
can displeasure with the French occupation of Mexico. 

Politics: The 13th Amendment is ratified by Georgia. 

December 6 

Politics: In his first annual message to Congress, President Andrew Johnson 
declares, with “gratitude to God in the name of the people for the preservation of 
the United States,” that the Union has been restored. 

December 11 

Politics: The 13th Amendment is ratified by Oregon. 

December 14 

Politics: Representative Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, an outspoken Radical 
Republican, assumes the mantle of leadership within the Gommittee of Fifteen. 

December 18 

Politics: Secretary of State William H. Seward declares the 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution, approved by 27 states, as adopted. After nearly two and a half 
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contentious centuries, the incubus of slavery is expunged from the American polity 
and psyche alike. 

December 24 

Politics: The Ku Klux Klan is founded in Tennessee as a secret society intent on 
terrorizing African Americans. Former Confederate general Nathan B. Forrest is 
installed as the first Grand Wizard. 

December 27 

Naval: Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles makes his annual report to the presi¬ 
dent, declaring navy strength at nearly 700 warships, a far cry from the 42 vessels 
in commission at the onset of hostilities. Personnel during this period also mush¬ 
roomed from 7,600 to 51,000 rank and file. “After the capture of Fort Flatteras and 
Clark in August 1861,” he beams, “port after port was wrested from the insurgents, 
until the flag of the Union was again restored in every harbor and along our entire 
coast, and the rebellion wholly suppressed.” While less dramatic than events on land, 
the persistent naval blockade played a major role in the economic and strategic col¬ 
lapse of the Confederacy. 

Former Confederate admiral Raphael Semmes is arrested and brought to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., for allegedly violating parole conditions. He remains in custody until 
April 1866 and is never brought to trial. 




A 


Alexander, Edward P. (1835-1910) 
Confederate general 

Edward Porter Alexander was born in Washing¬ 
ton, Georgia, on May 26, 1835, the son of affluent 
parents. He gained admittance to the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, in 1835 and graduated third 
in his class by 1839; at the time of his attendance, 
Robert E. Lee was military superintendent. Alex¬ 
ander also displayed considerable promise as an 
instructor and taught at West Point until October 
1858, when he rose to first lieutenant and accom¬ 
panied Colonel Albert S. Johnston west as a 
member of his Mormon expedition. Alexander 
returned to the academy in 1859 where, in concert 
with Major Albert J. Myer, he helped perfect the 
“wigwam” (semaphore) system of signaling with 
flags or lanterns. This permitted armies in the field 
to communicate vital information over greater 
distances. He subsequently transferred back to the 
frontier as part of the garrison at Port Steilacom, 
Washington Territory. Though Southern-born, 
Alexander did not readily embrace secession, but 
once the process began in the spring of 1861, he 
resigned his commission and offered his service to 
the Confederacy. 

On March 16, 1861, Alexander joined the staff 
of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard as a captain 
in the signal service. He performed valuable ser¬ 
vice at the Battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861, by 
transmitting information of a Union flanking 


movement back to headquarters, which enabled 
Beauregard to parry the blow. During the Penin¬ 
sula campaign of 1861, Alexander became one of 
the first Confederate officers employed in balloon 
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reconnaissance at the Battle of Gaines’s Mill on 
June 27, 1862. But as a young officer, he was par¬ 
ticularly drawn to the artillery service, and it was 
here that he made his greatest contributions. Gen¬ 
eral Robert E. Lee, now head of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, sought out Porter to replace 
the incompetent general William N. Pendleton as 
his chief of artillery. Alexander accordingly gained 
promotion to lieutenant colonel as of July 1862 
and became indelibly associated with the “long 
arm of Lee” thereafter. He displayed great talent in 
sighting his field pieces at the Battle of fredericks- 
burg on December 13, 1862, transforming parts of 
that field into a killing ground. Lee was so pleased 
by his performance that he arranged Alexander’s 
promotion to colonel in charge of an artillery bat¬ 
talion with General James Longstreet’s 1 Corps. 
In this capacity, he accompanied General Thomas 
J. Jackson on his famous flank march at Chancel- 
lorsville, Virginia, in May 1863. He proved instru¬ 
mental in massing 30 cannon at Hazel Grove on 
May 4, 1863, which drove off the Union army of 
General Joseph Hooker. 

On July 3, 1863, Alexander performed his 
most noted deed of the war. At this, the climactic 
third day of Gettysburg, he massed more than 140 
cannons, hub-to-hub, for a sustained bombard¬ 
ment of Union positions. These dueled with 100 
Union cannon on the opposite heights, which 
ceased fire to conserve their ammunition. Con¬ 
federate gunners kept up a tremendous cannon¬ 
ade, which, owning to the excellent defensive 
dispositions of General George G. Meade, mostly 
passed harmlessly overhead, hollowing the bloody 
repulse of General George E. Pickett, Alexander 
provided covering fire for the retreating Confed¬ 
erates. In the fall of 1863, he next accompanied 
General Longstreet west to reinforce the Army of 
Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg. Alex¬ 
ander missed the bloody fight at Chickamauga on 
September 20, 1863, but he did render useful ser¬ 
vice during the ill-fated siege of Knoxville that 
December. Bragg’s successor. General Joseph E. 
Johnston, was so impressed with Alexander’s 
abilities that he requested his transfer to the Army 


of Tennessee—but General Lee flatly refused to 
release him. 

On March 1, 1864, Alexander rose to brigadier 
general and resumed his activities as Longstreet’s 
chief of ordnance with the 1 Corps. He and his can¬ 
non were conspicuous in the bloody encounters of 
the Wilderness and Spotsylvania in May 1864, 
where a new adversary. General Ulysses S. Grant, 
kept maneuvering the Confederates back to their 
capital of Richmond, Virginia. Alexander next dis¬ 
tinguished himself in the bloody fighting at Cold 
Harbor and Petersburg that summer, in which 
massed Union attacks invariably were repelled with 
slaughter. Prior to the July 30, 1864, Battle of the 
Crater, outside Petersburg, Alexander accurately 
predicted that the Lederals might attempt mining 
beneath Confederate defensive works and urged 
his superiors to begin countermining operations. 
Alexander then was wounded by a sniper and sent 
to the rear to recuperate before the attack trans¬ 
pired. He rejoined the army just as General Lee was 
about to abandon the Richmond-Petersburg area, 
and he subsequently urged his superior against sur¬ 
rendering at Appomattox. Alexander finally laid 
down his arms on April 9,1865, with the rest of the 
Army of Northern Virginia. 

In the postwar period, Alexander again distin¬ 
guished himself as a mathematics and engineering 
professor at the University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, where he also penned numerous and 
well-received treatises about railroad management. 
In 1885, President Grover Cleveland appointed the 
former artillerist director of the Union Pacific Rail¬ 
road, and he subsequently used his surveying skills 
to settle a boundary dispute between Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica. Alexander use published numer¬ 
ous memoirs and essays on the Civil War and was 
one of a handful of officers willing to criticize the 
military leadership of Robert E. Lee. Alexander 
died in Savannah, Georgia, on April 28, 1910, the 
Confederacy’s leading artillerist. 
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Anderson, Richard H. (1821-1879) 
Confederate general 

Richard Heron Anderson was born in Statesburg, 
South Carolina, on October 7, 1821, the grandson 
of a Revolutionary War officer. In 1838, he was 
admitted to the U.S. Military Academy and gradu¬ 
ated four years later, 40th in his class. As a second 
lieutenant, Anderson passed through the Cavalry 
School at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and served in the 
1st U.S. Dragoons at Little Rock, Arkansas Terri¬ 
tory. In 1847, he accompanied General Winfield 
Scott’s invasion of Mexico at Veracruz, fought 
with distinction at St. Augustin on August 17, 
1847, and received a brevet promotion to first 
lieutenant. After the war, Anderson transferred 
back to Pennsylvania and stayed as a cavalry 
instructor until 1852. That year, he rose to captain 
and shipped west to serve in a number of outposts 
in Texas, New Mexico, and Kansas. In 1858, 
Anderson was selected to accompany Colonel 
Albert S. Johnston on his noted Mormon expedi¬ 
tion, and the following year, he was posted to Fort 
Kearney, Nebraska Territory. It was while on this 
duty that the first rumblings of secession were 
heard. Anderson, who did not support slavery, felt 
tremendous pressure from his family to join the 
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Confederacy after South Carolina left the Union 
in December 1860. Therefore, he reluctantly 
resigned his commission in February 1861 and 
offered his services as colonel of the 1st South 
Carolina Regiment. 

Anderson initially served under General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard during the fateful bombard¬ 
ment of Fort Sumter, Charleston, on April 12-14, 
1861, and subsequently succeeded him as city 
commander. On July 19,1861, Anderson advanced 
to brigadier general and was attached to the army 
of General Braxton Bragg at Pensacola, Florida. 
On October 9, 1861, he first saw combat by orga¬ 
nizing and leading a successful overnight raid 
against Union forces on Santa Rosa Island, and in 
February 1862, he was transferred to Virginia to 
command a brigade in General James Long- 
street’s division. Anderson fought exceedingly 
well throughout the Peninsula campaign of that 
spring, winning laurels from superiors for aggres- 
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sive fighting at Williamsburg, Seven Pines, and the 
Seven Days’ battles. He then rose to major general 
on July 14, 1862, under General Benjamin Huger. 
Anderson was in the thick of fighting at Second 
Bull Run on August 30, 1862, and later accompa¬ 
nied General Thomas J. Jackson in maneuvers 
culminating in the capture of Harper’s Ferry on 
September 15, 1862. Two days later, he helped 
decisively reinforce General Robert E. Lee at 
Antietam, receiving severe injuries in combat. 
Anderson recovered in time to participate at Fred¬ 
ericksburg, February 13, 1862, but was only lightly 
engaged, but by dint of his fearlessness under fire 
and eagerness to engage the enemy, he acquired a 
popular reputation as “Fighting Dick.” 

During the Chancellorsville campaign of May 
1863, Anderson commanded one of three brigades 
entrusted with holding back the far larger army of 
General Joseph Hooker while Jackson launched 
his famous flank attack. On May 4,1863, he proved 
instrumental in helping defeat the VI Corps of 
General John Sedgwick at Salem Church, Virginia. 
After the death of Jackson, Anderson’s division 
transferred to General Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps, 
and he accompanied him throughout the Gettys¬ 
burg campaign. Anderson was closely engaged on 
the second day of combat, and he helped sweep 
General Daniel Sickles III Corps from their posi¬ 
tions at the Peach Orchard. The following day, his 
division marched in support of General George E. 
Pickett’s memorable charge against the Union 
center and withdrew with the main army back to 
Virginia. Anderson temporarily succeeded Long- 
street as commander of I Corps once the latter was 
wounded at the Wilderness on May 6, 1864. That 
evening, he performed his most famous deed by 
force-marching to the strategic road junction at 
Spotsylvania Court House, arriving there only 
minutes ahead of Union forces, and repelling 
numerous attacks by General Gouverneur K. War¬ 
ren. His prompt actions allowed the Army of 
Northern Virginia under General Lee to erect 
defensive positions around Spotsylvania, which 
blunted another determined Union drive on Rich¬ 
mond. Consequently, he received promotion to 


lieutenant general on May 31, 1864. When Long- 
street returned to the field that October, Anderson 
resumed his duties as a divisional commander. He 
served capably throughout the siege of Richmond 
and Petersburg, Virginia, and he helped conduct 
the army out of that area when Lee abandoned the 
capital on April 2, 1865. Pour days later, Anderson 
suffered his only defeat at Sayler’s Creek, whereby 
his command nearly was annihilated by Union 
forces under General Philip H. Sheridan. He was 
then relieved of command and sent home. 

After the war, Anderson eked out a marginal 
existence as a laborer with the South Carolina 
Railroad for many years, rising to agent. He lived 
in poverty until 1875 when the position of state 
phosphate inspector was proffered. Anderson, one 
of the Confederacy’s finest divisional-level leaders, 
died in relative obscurity at Beaufort, South Caro¬ 
lina, on June 26, 1879. 
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Anderson, Robert (1805-1871) 

Union general 

Robert Anderson was born near Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, on June 14, 1805, into a family with deep 
Southern roots. He graduated from the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1825 and joined the 3rd U.S. 
Artillery as a second lieutenant. As such, Anderson 
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fought in the Black Hawk War of 1832, gaining 
brevet promotion to captain for gallantry, and also 
served in Florida’s Second Seminole War (1836- 
38). Anderson next participated in General Win¬ 
field Scott’s invasion of Mexico in 1847, winning 
a second brevet to major for gallantry at Molino 
del Rey, in which he was also wounded. Thereaf¬ 
ter, he spent the next several years serving with 
various artillery boards and also translated French 
military texts for army use. Anderson, a proslav¬ 
ery, Southern-born officer, seemed a natural 
choice to Secretary of War John B. Floyd to head 
the Federal garrison at Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, in November 1860. That state was being buf¬ 
feted violently by the winds of secession, and it 
was hoped that Anderson, by dint of his Southern 
sensibilities, might diffuse tensions there. 

After arriving in Charleston, Anderson 
remained polite, even deferential, to city authori¬ 
ties but also adamant toward fulfilling his duties. 
His position worsened considerably after Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1861, when South Carolina passed a seces¬ 
sion ordinance and tensions with the federal 
government—and its troops—increased. At that 
time, Anderson commanded 137 men at Fort 
Moultrie, a wretched fortification in Charleston 
proper that was indefensible from the land side. 
Fearing for the safety of his men—and without 
prior authorization from the War Department— 
Anderson acted decisively. On the evening of 
December 26, 1860, he quietly and efficiently 
transferred the garrison from Fort Moultrie to 
Fort Sumter on an island in the harbor. Once 
there, he cabled superiors as to his predicament 
and awaited further instructions. Predictably, the 
secessionist-leaning secretary Floyd was livid over 
the unauthorized transfer and demanded it be 
countermanded, but President James Buchanan 
refused and settled for the status quo. He was 
counting on Anderson’s well-grounded reputa¬ 
tion for tact and intelligence, along with his 
unswerving loyalty to the Union, to forestall any 
outbreak of violence. 

Charleston authorities naturally were incensed 
that the U.S. garrison had slipped from their grasp 


and demanded Anderson’s surrender. That officer 
politely but firmly refused. To underscore his 
pledge of neutrality, he took no action on January 
9, 1861, when Southern batteries fired the first 
unofficial shots of the Civil War by driving off the 
supply ship Star of the West. However, Confederate 
leaders, seeking diplomatic recognition for their 
national sovereignty, simply could not tolerate the 
presence of Federal troops in one of their largest 
seaports. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, the 
local military commander, was then ordered to 
bombard the insolent Yankees into submission if 
they failed to depart. As previously, Anderson 
politely declined and Southerners began to line the 
shoreline with heavy cannon. Anderson also 
informed both Beauregard and President Abraham 
Lincoln that his garrison was nearly out of victuals 
and would have to capitulate within days if not 
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resupplied. The crisis mounted when Lincoln 
announced his decision to send a ship with food— 
not reinforcements—to the beleaguered garrison. 
This proved one contingency that Confederate 
authorities could not allow, and so again, on April 
11, 1861, they informed Anderson that either he 
must surrender immediately or they would open 
fire. When the stalwart officer again refused to 
abandon his duty, the slide toward civil war became 
inevitable. 

Confederate batteries opened fire at 4:30 a.m. 
on the morning of April 12, 1861, and bombarded 
Fort Sumter continuously for the next 34 hours. 
Anderson gave Captain Abner Doubleday the 
honor of firing the first Union shot of the war, but 
in the end, he was simply overpowered and capit¬ 
ulated at noontime on April 14. His men then 
were trundled off by the Confederates and allowed 
to depart by boat. Anderson’s heroic stand ren¬ 
dered him the first Northern hero of the Civil 
War, but privately, he remained grief-stricken 
over his inability to prevent the outbreak of war. 
Anderson gained promotion to brigadier general 
on May 15,1861, and appointment as commander 
of the Department of Kentucky (later the Depart¬ 
ment of the Cumberland) from May to October 
1861. His calm presence helped shore up Unionist 
sympathies in this, his native state. However, 
Anderson remained dogged by ill health and 
retired from active service in October 1863 after 
being replaced by General William T. Sherman. 
Anderson briefly donned his general’s uniform on 
April 14,1865, when he personally raised the same 
American flag over Fort Sumter that had been 
lowered four years earlier. Anderson, a quiet, effi¬ 
cient professional soldier, died while vacationing 
in Nice, France, on October 26, 1871. 
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Anderson, William (ca. 1837-1864) 
Confederate guerrilla 

William Anderson probably was born in Kentucky 
around 1837 and relocated with his family to 
Council Grove, Kansas Territory, in 1854. The 
frontier then was reeling from the effects of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act of that year, which allowed 
new states in the union on the basis of “popular 
sovereignty.” This well-intentioned legislation 
triggered an onslaught of lawlessness as pro- and 
antislavery groups violently competed for political 
supremacy. For good measure, criminal elements 
frequently sided with either group if it suited their 
own agenda. The ensuing mayhem and murder 
bequeathed to the territory an uncomely reputa¬ 
tion as “Bleeding Kansas.” Tensions between the 
two groups were exacerbated further following the 
onset of secessionism in 1861. Anderson’s own 
father, a somewhat shady figure, was gunned 
down in a confrontation with pro-Union settlers 
in March 1862. With the Civil War now in full 
swing, the warring factions coalesced into violent 
groupings favoring either the South (“Bushwhack¬ 
ers”) or the North (“Jayhawkers”). Both sides were 
utterly ruthless in dealing with the other and fre¬ 
quently committed atrocities against civilians, law 
enforcement figures, and anyone else who got in 
their way. 

By 1862, Anderson had matured into a tall, 
willowy youth with a penchant for horse theft. He 
initially favored the pro-Northern faction and 
generally helped himself to the plunder they 
accrued. Following the death of his father, how- 
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ever, he relocated to western Missouri and 
promptly switched sides. The catalyst for his rever¬ 
sion to barbarism occurred on August 13, 1863, 
when his two sisters, under arrest for alleged Con¬ 
federate activities, died when the jail confining 
them collapsed. Anderson consequently joined a 
gang of frontier desperados under Captain Wil¬ 
liam C. Quantrill and began to wreak his own 
personal brand of vengeance against Unionists. 
On August 21, 1863, he waged a full measure of 
activities at Lawrence, Kansas, which was seized by 
Quantrill’s guerrillas. These ruffians, who included 
Frank and Jesse James, CoJe Younger, and a host 
of future outlaws, systematically rounded up and 
murdered 200 men and boys before burning the 
town to the ground. On October 6, Anderson, 
wearing Union garb, also helped ambush the mili¬ 
tary escort of General James G. Blunt at Baxter 
Springs, Kansas, capturing and killing 110 prison¬ 
ers. Shortly afterward, Anderson was promoted to 
lieutenant and wintered with the guerrillas in 
Texas. He subsequently broke with the violent 
Quantrill after one of his own men was executed 
and went on to form his own gang of outlaw 
marauders. By this time, Anderson has also earned, 
and apparently reveled in, his grim sobriquet of 
“Bloody Bill.” 

Commencing in the spring of 1864, Ander¬ 
son’s gang of 50 guerrillas swept the plains of west¬ 
ern and central Missouri, robbing and gunning 
down soldiers and civilians alike. His career cli¬ 
maxed on September 27, 1864, when he captured 
the town of Centralia, Missouri, robbing the resi¬ 
dents and torching the town. At this point, a train 
pulled into the station bearing 24 unarmed Union 
soldiers, of whom 23 were bound and executed in 
cold blood. Union reinforcements arrived shortly 
after and pursued the guerrillas, but Anderson led 
them directly into an ambush, killing an addi¬ 
tional 100 prisoners. Despite his notoriety. Gen¬ 
eral Sterling Price openly employed Anderson 
and his men as scouts during his final invasion of 
Missouri, which came to grief at Westport on 
October 23, 1864. Four days later, Anderson was 
patrolling outside the town of Orrick when he 


stumbled directly into a Jayhawk ambush. He was 
killed in the ensuing fight, and his body was 
propped up for public display by vengeful settlers. 
Anderson’s remains then were interred in an 
unmarked grave after being dragged through the 
street by horses. He left a bloody legacy whose tra¬ 
dition of violence was perpetuated in the postwar 
period by the James brothers and other former 
and notorious subordinates. 
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Ashby, Turner (1828-1862) 

Confederate general 

Turner Ashby was born in Fauquier County, Vir¬ 
ginia, on October 23, 1828, grandson of a Revolu¬ 
tionary War hero. He entered business as an adult 
and gained local renown for his striking appear¬ 
ance and abilities as a horseman. In 1859, Ashby 
had his first brush with military matters when he 
raised a company of volunteer cavalry to help 
combat the abolitionist John Brown at Harper’s 
Ferry. His services were not then needed, but he 
maintained his company and continualJy patrolled 
the reaches of western Virginia, searching for abo¬ 
litionist activity. After the Civil War erupted in 
April 1861, he and John D. Imboden originated a 
pJan to seize the FederaJ arsenaJ and valuable gun¬ 
making machinery at Harper’s Ferry, although 
they were thwarted when the garrison burned 
their outpost to the ground. Ashby also reached a 
personal turning point in June 1861 when his 
younger brother was killed in a skirmish with sol- 
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diers of the 11th Indiana Infantry under Colonel 
Lew Wallace. He immediately swore to avenge 
his loss and nursed a growing hatred for the 
Unionists. His energetic services came to the atten¬ 
tion of Colonel Thomas J. Jackson, who then 
prevailed on General Joseph E. Johnston to com¬ 
mission Ashby into the Confederate service. 
Accordingly, on July 23, 1861, Ashby was inducted 
as a lieutenant colonel of the 7th Virginia Cavalry. 

Ashby quickly emerged as one of the first 
Southern cavalry leaders of note and an exception¬ 
ally enterprising leader. On one occasion, he dis¬ 
guised himself as a doctor and rode for miles 
behind Union lines to ascertain their strength and 
intentions. His men also constantly patrolled the 
lower Shenandoah Valley against Federal incur¬ 
sions and raids. Ashby acquitted himself well, ris¬ 
ing to colonel of the 7th Virginia Cavalry that 
November. However, his regiment had ballooned 
in size to 27 companies—far too large from an 
administrative standpoint. He was also somewhat 
lax in matters of discipline, and his men acquired a 
reputation for plundering on the battlefield. Such 
behavior repelled the spit-and-polish Jackson, 
who threatened to disband Ashby’s command and 
distribute it among other units if he failed to instill 
a proper military regimen. The enraged cavalier 
promptly stormed into his superior’s tent and 
threatened in turn to resign from the army. Jack- 
son relented—on condition that he properly 
instruct his men. Ashby agreed, and on May 23, 
1862, he gained promotion to brigadier general in 
time to participate in the famous Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley campaign of that year. 

During the ensuing two months, Ashby per¬ 
formed scouting, screening, and combat activities 
for Jackson, frequently against superior numbers 
but usually victorious. His only real error occurred 
on May 23, 1862, while reconnoitering in the 
vicinity of Kernstown, when he inadvertently 
reported that the town was occupied by a handful 
of Union troops. On the basis of this report, Jack- 
son then advanced to Kernstown—and headlong 
into General James Shield’s division, which largely 
had been concealed in the nearby woods. The 


ensuing repulse was the only blot on Jackson’s 
otherwise illustrious campaign. Ashby subse¬ 
quently performed well in the Confederate victory 
at Winchester two days later, but he failed to inter¬ 
cept the retreat of General Nathaniel P. Banks 
successfully when his men again reverted to plun¬ 
dering captured enemy wagons. 

At length, Jackson began an orderly withdrawal 
from the Shenandoah Valley in the face of superior 
numbers, and Ashby provided the rear guard. As 
the Confederates withdrew toward Port Republic, 
Union forces under General John C. Fremont 
pushed troops forward to engage them. Ashby 
repulsed one determined charge at Chestnut Ridge 
on June 6, 1862, when the enemy brought up fresh 
infantry in support. Ashby did likewise and dis¬ 
mounted to encourage his troops. He then led a 
charge on foot, shouting, “Forward my brave 
men!” and was shot down and killed. Jackson, who 
appreciated his talent as a scout, deeply regretted 
his passing. “As a partisan officer I never knew his 
superior,” Stonewall confided, “His daring was 
proverbial; his powers of endurance almost incred¬ 
ible; his tone of character heroic; and his sagacity 
almost intuitive in divining the purposes and 
movements of the enemy.” Ashby, revered by his 
men as the “White Knight of the Valley,” was 
interred at Winchester, Virginia, having died before 
achieving his full potential as a combat officer. 
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Banks, Nathaniel P. (1816-1894) 

Union general 

Nathaniel Prentiss Banks was born in Waltham, 
Massachusetts, on January 16, 1816, the son of a 
textile foreman. He initially worked in the mills, 
but, disliking physical labor, he studied law in his 
spare time and was admitted to the state bar in 
1839. He then became active within the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, rising steadily through the ranks and 
winning a seat in the state House of Representa¬ 
tives in 1849. Political success whetted Banks’s 
appetite, and in 1853, he successfully stood for a 
seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, maneu¬ 
vering himself into the speakership a year later. But 
Banks grew disillusioned with the Democratic Par¬ 
ty’s stance on slavery, so in 1856, he joined the 
newly formed Republican Party. He then quit Con¬ 
gress and successfully ran for the Massachusetts 
governorship in 1857, being reelected consecu¬ 
tively two more times. In 1860, Banks resigned 
from politics altogether to replace George B. 
McClellan as president of the Illinois Central 
Railroad. He still enjoyed deep political roots in the 
Republican Party and, as a New Englander, a high 
national profile. Therefore, when President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln put in a call for volunteers in April 
1861, Banks gained appointment as major general 
of volunteers to shore up political support from 
New England. This was done strictly for geopoliti¬ 
cal reasons, for Banks, though a skilled administra¬ 
tor, lacked any prior experience in the art of war. 


following the Union debacle at Bull Run on 
July 21, 1861, Banks was tapped to succeed the 
disgraced general Robert Patterson as commander 
of federal troops in the strategic Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley. The following spring, he received orders to 
clear the valley of Confederate forces, and he was 
trounced soundly by General Thomas J. Jackson 
at Winchester on May 25, 1862. Union forces 
abandoned so many valuable supplies in their 
flight across the Potomac River that victorious 
Confederates denegraded him as “Commissary 
Banks.” The following June, Banks’s force was 
reorganized in the II Corps in the Army of Vir¬ 
ginia under General John Pope. On August 9, 
1862, he again tangled with General Ambrose P. 
Hill at Cedar Mountain, Virginia, being badly 
defeated and driven from the field. By this time, 
complaints about Banks’s lackluster leadership 
reached the ears of the Joint Committee on the 
Conduct of the War, but Lincoln, who needed the 
general for political reasons, refused to dismiss 
him outright. Therefore, in November 1862, he 
was sent to New Orleans, Louisiana, to replace 
another controversial “political general,” Benja¬ 
min L. Butler. 

Once in charge. Banks moderated Butler’s 
harsh policies toward Southerners, released politi¬ 
cal prisoners, and opened churches to worship. He 
also organized new elections under the old state 
constitution and attempted to enfranchise African 
Americans. But whatever goodwill these moves 
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generated was irretrievably lost once Banks autho¬ 
rized recruitment of former slaves as the Corps 
d’Afrique. In the spring of 1863, Banks returned to 
the field by acting in concert with Union forces 
under General Ulysses S. Grant at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. His objective was to reduce the forti¬ 
fied enclave at Port Hudson, Louisiana, possession 
of which would clear navigation along the Missis¬ 
sippi River. But Banks again stumbled badly; 
despite clear numerical superiority, he proved 
unable to defeat the garrison of General Franklin 
Gardner, and he was repulsed bloodily in three 
major attacks on May 27, June 11, and June 14, 
1862. It was not until word of Vicksburg’s fall 


arrived that Gardner finally capitulated on July 9 
after Banks sustained 3,000 casualties. For the rest 
of the year, he remained occupied with several 
fruitless expeditions along the Texas coast, which 
achieved nothing. 

Despite open grumbling about ineptitude. 
Banks received his most important military assign¬ 
ment in the spring of 1864 when General Henry 
W. Halleck ordered him to mount a joint expe¬ 
dition up the Red River and into east Texas. As 
usual. Banks was lackadaisical in his leadership 
and commenced operations several weeks behind 
schedule. After bloodlessly seizing Alexandria, 
Louisiana, he proceeded overland by a narrow 
road toward his next objective at Shreveport. His 
tardy deployment induced Confederates under 
General Richard Taylor to attack him at Sabine 
Cross Roads on April 9,1864, where Union troops 
were defeated heavily. The following day. Banks 
fought Taylor to a draw at Pleasant Hill; nonethe¬ 
less, he continued his retreat back to New Orleans. 
En route, the accompanying gunboat squadron of 
Admiral David D. Porter nearly was lost on the 
Red River due to falling water levels, and only the 
intercession of Colonel Joseph Baily, an engineer, 
saved the gunboats. Shortly after arriving at New 
Orleans in June, Banks finally was supplanted by 
General Edward R. S. Canby. He never again held 
a field command and resigned his commission in 
August 1865. 

After the war. Banks resumed his political 
activities with considerable success, returning to 
Congress repeatedly. Always eager to gain an 
advantage, he constantly switched allegiances 
from Republican to Democratic and back again as 
suited his needs. Banks died at Waltham, Massa¬ 
chusetts, on September 1, 1894, having been one 
of the more dismal political appointees of the 
Civil War. 
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Beauregard, Pierre G. T. (1818-1893) 
Confederate general 

Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard was born in 
St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana, on May 28, 1818, 
the son of French parents. Throughout life, his 
somewhat short stature seemed offset by a tower¬ 
ing ego. In 1834, he gained admittance to the U.S. 
Military Academy and, studious disciple of Napo¬ 
leon that he was, graduated second in his class four 
years later. Among his friends and classmates was 
Irvin McDowell, a future Union general. Beaure¬ 
gard, now a second lieutenant in the elite Corps of 
Engineers, subsequently held a number of impor¬ 
tant construction positions along the East Coast. 
Lie served for a decade, acquitting himself well in 
numerous assignments, and in 1847, General Win¬ 
field Scott appointed him a staff engineer. Beau¬ 
regard fought with distinction during the Mexican 
War, being wounded twice and winning two bre¬ 
vet promotions for bravery at Veracruz, Cerro 
Gordo, and Contreras. Privately—and consistent 
with his tempestuous disposition—Beauregard 
fumed over not receiving greater recognition for 
his talents. After the war, he resumed his construc¬ 
tion and engineering activities, which culminated 
in the prestigious appointment as superintendent 
of cadets at West Point on January 23, 1861. 


Unfortunately, secession was in the wind, and 
when Beauregard made some impolitic remarks 
about Southern rights, he was dismissed from 
office four days later. He lingered on in the mili¬ 
tary until Louisiana left the Union in Eebruary 
1861 and then resigned his commission and 
offered his service to the Confederate States of 
America. 

On March 1, 1861, President Jefferson Davis 
appointed Beauregard a brigadier general in the 
Confederate army and appointed him commander 
of Southern forces at Charleston, South Carolina. 
This placed him at the very center of secessionist 
activities, for Confederate authorities remained 
flummoxed over what to do with the Eederal gar¬ 
rison ensconced at Fort Sumter. On April 12,1861, 
Beauregard received orders to bombard Major 
Robert Anderson into submission, an act precipi¬ 
tating the bloodiest conflict in U.S. history. For his 
role, Beauregard became lionized throughout the 
South as a Confederate hero. He was next appointed 
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to command Confederate forces assembled for the 
defense of Virginia. He was technically second in 
command to General Joseph E. Johnston, but the 
latter was diplomatic enough to allow him to con¬ 
duct the battle and secure the Southern victory 
over General McDowell at Bull Run on July 21, 
1861. However, success exacerbated tensions with 
President Davis, for Beauregard strongly felt that 
the defeated Federals should have been pursued to 
the very gates of Washington, D.C., and his tactless 
and public remarks about the president led to their 
permanent estrangement. Nevertheless, on August 
13, 1861, the banty leader received promotion to 
lieutenant general and was sent west to serve with 
the Army of Mississippi under General Albert S. 
Johnston. On a lighter note, Beauregard also 
found the time to design the famous “Stars and 
Bars” Confederate battle flag, which has symbol¬ 
ized the South ever since. 

Beauregard helped formulate the overly com¬ 
plicated plan for the April 6,1861, Battle of Shiloh, 
which nearly destroyed the army of General Ulysses 
S. Grant. After Johnston was killed in action, 
Beauregard continued leading the army until an 
influx of Union reinforcements drove him from 
the field on April 7. He then skillfully extricated his 
command but further sullied his reputation with 
Davis by trying to portray the encounter as a vic¬ 
tory. A month later, Beauregard was forced to yield 
the strategic railroad junction of Corinth, Missis¬ 
sippi, to General Henry W. Halleck, which did 
little to endear him to Confederate authorities. 
Then, reeling from chronic throat pain, Beaure¬ 
gard took an unauthorized medical leave, which 
handed the president a pretext for relieving him of 
command—permanently. His fateful replacement 
was General Braxton Bragg, a Davis sycophant 
and a decidedly uneven military leader. After recu¬ 
perating, Beauregard ventured back east to accept 
command of the Department of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida, headquartered at Charleston. 
His most successful accomplishment was repelling 
the April 1863 naval assault by Admiral Samuel F. 
Du Pont, along with lesser attacks mounted by his 
successor. Admiral John A. B. Dahlgren. His per¬ 


formance was impressive enough for General Rob¬ 
ert E. Fee to invite him to serve with the Army of 
Northern Virginia, but Beauregard remained coy 
and held out for an independent command. 
Accordingly, on April 23, 1864, he was appointed 
head of the newly renamed Department of North 
Carolina and Southern Virginia. 

Beauregard performed his finest work in the 
defense of Petersburg, Virginia, which brought the 
Confederate war effort several additional months of 
life. On May 16, 1864, he drove back larger Union 
forces under General Benjamin F. Butler from 
Drewry’s Heights, Virginia, effectively sealing his 
Army of the James in the peninsula of Bermuda 
Hundred. But Beauregard also took it upon himself 
to bombard Confederate headquarters with myri¬ 
ads of hopelessly Napoleonic schemes for winning 
the war, which drove President Davis to distraction. 
Eager to rid himself of this irksome leader, Davis 
once again transferred Beauregard to command of 
the Department of the West, an administrative 
position created to coordinate all Confederate 
forces in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and the 
Carohnas. When his best efforts failed to contain 
the army of General William T. Sherman from tak¬ 
ing Atlanta and Savannah, Georgia, Beauregard 
returned east again to command Southern forces in 
South Carolina. He and General Joe Johnston both 
surrendered to Sherman on April 18, 1865, closing 
a controversial military career. 

Back in civilian life, Beauregard served as 
president of the Jackson and Mississippi Railroad 
and also managed to direct the Fouisiana State 
Tottery Commission. He also engaged in a heated, 
no-holds-barred publishing war with Johnston 
and Davis over who, precisely, lost the Confeder¬ 
acy. The contentious, capable Beauregard, popu¬ 
larly known as “Napoleon in Gray,” died at New 
Orleans on February 21, 1893. 
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Bragg, Braxton (1817-1876) 

Confederate general 

Braxton Bragg was born in Warrenton, North 
Carolina, on March 22, 1817, the son of a wealthy 
planter. Well educated at a local military academy, 
he entered the U.S. Military Academy in 1833 and 
graduated four years later, fifth in his class. Bragg 
then received a lieutenant’s commission in the 3rd 
U.S. Artillery and fought competently in the Sec¬ 
ond Seminole War despite repeated bouts with 
fever. By this time, he had acquired a reputation as 
a stern, competent officer, but one combative and 
garrulously disposed. Bragg also began to exhibit 
what today might be considered a persecution 
complex, for he continually complained about 
being ignored and neglected. None of this inter¬ 
fered with his performance in the Mexican War 
(1846-48), which proved exemplary. Bragg 
received three brevet promotions while serving 
under General Zachary Taylor, and his handling 
of cannon at the Battle of Buena Vista undoubt¬ 
edly saved the American army from defeat. After 
the war, Bragg returned to his usual routine of 
frontier garrison duty, with its concomitant slow 
promotions, and he angrily brooded over his lack 
of official recognition. Fed up with an indifferent 
military bureaucracy, he resigned his commission 



Confederate general Braxton Bragg (Library of Congress) 


in March 1855 and retired to Louisiana to run a 
sugar plantation. 

As the Civil War approached in the spring of 
1861, Bragg, on paper at least, appeared to be one 
of the more promising Confederate officers. Com¬ 
missioned a brigadier general on February 23, 
1861, he gained appointment as commander of 
coastal defenses between Pensacola, Florida, and 
Mobile, Alabama, winning plaudits for military 
administration and his ability to train raw recruits. 
Consequently, he rose to major general in January 
1862 and received the II Corps in the then-form¬ 
ing Army of Mississippi under General Albert S. 
Johnston. In this capacity, he distinguished him¬ 
self at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862) until 
Union reinforcements prompted a Confederate 
withdrawal. The following June, General Pierre G. 
T. Beauregard departed the theater on sick leave, 
and President Jefferson Davis, Bragg’s longtime 
confidant, appointed him head of the Army of 
Mississippi. Bragg immediately took to the offen¬ 
sive and, in a fine display of administrative mettle. 
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expertly shuttled his troops by rail from Missis¬ 
sippi to the gates of Kentucky. His ensuing inva¬ 
sion kept Union forces off balance for several 
weeks despite only sullen cooperation from Gen¬ 
eral Edmund Kirby-Smith. Bragg was well posi¬ 
tioned to capture the strategic Union base at 
Louisville, but he allowed himself to become 
caught up in the politics of creating a Confederate 
government at Frankfort. This distraction allowed 
Federals under General Don C. Buell to occupy 
Louisville, receive reinforcements, and finally con¬ 
front the Confederates at Perryville, Kentucky, on 
October 8, 1862. The result was a bloody standoff 
that ended Bragg’s invasion, and he fell back 
through the Cumberland Gap into Tennessee. The 
following month, his force was renamed the Army 
of Tennessee, which faced a new adversary in Gen¬ 
eral William S. Rosecrans. After retreating before 
superior Union forces, Bragg suddenly turned and 
pounced on Rosecrans at the Battle of Murfrees¬ 
boro (Stone’s River) (December 30, 1862-January 
3, 1863), another bloody encounter. Both sides 
suffered heavy losses, and the Confederates came 
close to driving Rosecrans from the field, but in 
the end, Bragg was forced to retreat again. Heavy 
casualties among Kentuckian troops also led to 
accusations of abuse by their commander. General 
John C. Breckinridge. Bragg’s inability to win, 
coupled with a recalcitrant disposition that alien¬ 
ated superiors and subordinates alike, prompted 
calls for his dismissal. President Davis, unfortu¬ 
nately, remained loyal to his old friend, and no 
action was taken. 

Confederate fortunes in the West continued 
declining throughout 1863. During the summer 
months, Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland 
brilliantly outmaneuvered Bragg near Tullahoma, 
Tennessee, forcing the Southerners to abandon 
the city without a shot. Bragg simply fell back to 
the mountains of northern Georgia where he was 
reinforced by General James Longstreet’s I 
Corps before suddenly and violently attacking 
Rosecrans at Chickamauga on September 19-20, 
1863. The Confederates finally prevailed in this 
bloody slugfest, although their casualties were 


heavier due to Bragg’s repeated use of frontal 
assaults. Worse, he failed to promptly pursue and 
destroy Rosecrans’s shattered army, now holed up 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, which Bragg was con¬ 
tent to simply besiege. Discontent with his leader¬ 
ship was rife, and General Nathan B. Forrest 
became so angered by Bragg’s lethargy that they 
nearly dueled, and he requested a transfer else¬ 
where. Continuing disagreement with General 
Longstreet also resulted in the latter’s assignment 
to besiege Knoxville just as Union forces under 
General Ulysses S. Grant were building up 
strength for a counterattack. The hammer fell on 
Bragg on November 23, 1863, when the Army of 
Tennessee was routed from heights ringing Chat¬ 
tanooga and he withdrew back to Dalton, Georgia. 
Bragg, his own confidence severely depleted, 
requested to be relieved of command, and he was 
replaced by General Joseph E. Johnston on 
December 1,1863. 

By the spring of 1864, Bragg was back in Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia, acting as a senior military adviser 
to his old friend President Davis. In this capacity, 
one of the most fateful tasks he performed was rec¬ 
ommending that General Johnston be replaced by 
General John B. Hood. That October, Bragg shifted 
to North Carolina to assist in the defense of Fort 
Fisher at Wilmington. When that fort fell to Union 
forces on January 15,1865, he was criticized severely 
for failing to rush badly needed reinforcements to 
its defense. For the next four months, he functioned 
as a divisional commander under General Johnston 
and finally surrendered with him on April 18,1865. 
After the war, Bragg found work in Alabama as 
superintendent of public works and then relocated 
to Galveston, Texas, where he worked as chief engi¬ 
neer of the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe Railroad. 
He died in Galveston on September 27, 1876, a 
good fighter and a talented soldier but tempera¬ 
mentally unsuited for the demanding nuances of 
high command. 
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Breckinridge, John C. (1821-1875) 
Confederate general 

John Cabell Breckinridge was born near Lexing¬ 
ton, Kentucky, on January 16, 1821, into one of 
that state’s most prominent political families. He 
was educated at Centre College, the College of 
New Jersey, and Transylvania College with degrees 
in law, being carefully groomed to continue the 
family’s tradition of public service. Shortly after 
opening his law practice in Kentucky, Breckin¬ 
ridge obtained a major’s commission in the 3rd 
Kentucky Regiment and briefly served in the Mex¬ 
ican War (1846-48). He failed to see combat but 
did act as a legal adviser to General Gideon J. Pil¬ 
low in his dispute with General Winfield Scott. 
Once back home, Breckinridge’s drive, intellect, 
and family name catapulted him into the political 
arena with a seat in the state house of representa¬ 
tives. In 1856, and much to his surprise, the prom¬ 
ising young politician was nominated as James 
Buchanan’s vice presidential candidate and won. 


At age 35, he thus became the youngest individual 
ever to occupy that office. Breckinridge was largely 
ignored by the Buchanan administration as the 
president’s attention was increasingly preoccupied 
by mounting sectional tensions over the issue of 
slavery and secession. Though a slave owner him¬ 
self, Breckinridge felt that the institution was 
doomed, and he also worked tirelessly against 
secession among firebrand Southerners. When the 
Democratic Party split along regional lines in 
1860, these same extremists nominated him as 
their presidential candidate, despite his open dis¬ 
dain for their position. He nonetheless proffered 
himself as a moderate alternative to Abraham 
Lincoln, who went on to win the election. Breck¬ 
inridge was then appointed to serve in the U.S. 
Senate by the Kentucky state legislature, com¬ 
mencing in January 1861. 
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In the Senate, Breckinridge defended the right 
of Southern states to secede, although he invari¬ 
ably cautioned against it. The Civil War com¬ 
menced in April 1861, and five months later a 
Federal court in Kentucky ordered Breckinridge 
arrested for treason. He then fled to the Confed¬ 
eracy, received a brigadier general’s commission 
the following November, and set about organizing 
the famous “Orphan Brigade” for Kentucky expa¬ 
triates like himself Despite his lack of formal mili¬ 
tary training, Breckinridge performed ably under 
General Albert S. Johnston at the April 6-7,1862, 
Battle of Shiloh, where he commanded the reserves. 
He rose to major general in June 1862 and, on 
August 5, 1862, led an ill-fated attack against 
Union troops at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that 
nearly succeeded. He then marched north to serve 
under General William J. Hardee’s corps in the 
Army of Tennessee. Breckinridge again distin¬ 
guished himself in combat at Murfreesboro 
(December 31, 1862-January 3, 1863), although 
his brigade sustained heavy losses from Union 
artillery fire. He consequently quarreled with com¬ 
manding General Braxton Bragg over the mis¬ 
treatment of his men and was urged by many 
subordinates to duel with him. Breckinridge, for¬ 
tunately, transferred south again before personal 
resentments culminated in tragedy. 

Breckinridge subsequently joined the army of 
General Joseph E. Johnston and fought in the 
defense of Jackson, Mississippi. He then trans¬ 
ferred back to the Army of Tennessee as part of 
General Daniel H. Hill’s division, performing 
well at the bloody Battle of Chickamauga, Septem¬ 
ber 19-20,1863. His good performance resulted in 
command of an understrength corps during the 
Battle of Chattanooga, November 25, 1863, 
another heavy Confederate defeat. To prevent 
another collision with Bragg, who accused Breck¬ 
inridge of being drunk, President Jefferson Davis 
interceded by transferring the disgruntled Ken¬ 
tuckian east to replace General John H. Morgan 
as head of the Department of Southwest Virginia. 
Breckinridge was now responsible for the defense 
of the Shenandoah Valley, the “breadbasket of the 


Confederacy,” and on May 15, 1864, he defeated a 
larger Union force under General Franz Sigel at 
New Market. This engagement witnessed the 
deployment of 247 youthful cadets (or “Katy¬ 
dids”) from the nearby Virginia Military Institute, 
whose outstanding behavior that bloody day 
entered Southern folklore. Breckinridge then 
transferred again to the Army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia under General Robert E. Lee, where he ren¬ 
dered useful service in fighting at Cold Harbor on 
June 3, 1864. That summer, he accompanied Gen¬ 
eral Jubal A. Early back to the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley, where he again fought valorously and futilely 
against superior numbers under General Philip H. 
Sheridan. Breckinridge then returned west once 
more to the Army of Tennessee, this time under 
General John B. Hood and saw active service at 
the defeat at Nashville, Tennessee, on December 
15-16, 1864. In Eebruary 1865 President Davis 
appointed Breckinridge to be his final secretary of 
war. His most significant contribution was in con¬ 
vincing the president to end the war honorably 
and not besmirch the Confederacy’s name by 
resorting to guerrilla warfare. “This has been a 
magnificent epic,” he maintained, “In God’s name 
let it not terminate in a farce.” 

After the fall of Richmond in April 1865, 
Breckinridge rejoined Johnston in North Caro¬ 
lina, where he served as a negotiator in surrender 
negotiations with General William T. Sherman. 
Bearing arrest, he then fled to Cuba and Britain, 
remaining abroad for three years. Breckinridge, 
under a general amnesty in 1868, finally returned 
to Kentucky, where he resumed his legal activi¬ 
ties. Thereafter, he also served as a spokesman for 
national reconciliation and formally denounced 
the infamous Ku Klux Klan for violence against 
African Americans. Breckinridge died of physical 
exhaustion in Lexington, Kentucky, on May 17, 
1875, aged but 54 years. On balance, he was 
probably the most gifted “political general” of 
either side. 
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Buchanan, Franklin (1800-1874) 

Confederate admiral 

Franklin Buchanan was born in Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, on September 17, 1800, and he commenced 
his long association with naval affairs by becoming 
a midshipman on January 28, 1815. He first sailed 
with Commodore Oliver H. Perry onboard the 
frigate USS Java and spent the next two decades 
performing routine work with a variety of squad¬ 
rons. Buchanan invariably acquitted himself well, 
rising to lieutenant in January 1825 and com¬ 
mander in September 1841. After he commanded 
the steam frigate Mississippi and the sloop Vin¬ 
cennes, Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft 
tasked him with drafting plans for a new naval 
academy to be constructed at Annapolis, Mary¬ 
land. Buchanan’s scheme proved so thorough that 
Bancroft appointed him to serve as the first super¬ 
intendent in 1845. In this capacity, he grafted his 
own sense for high academics and no-nonsense 
discipline onto the curriculum and gave that insti¬ 
tution its successful start. Buchanan then peti¬ 
tioned for active duty once the war with Mexico 
erupted in 1846, and in March 1847 he received 
command of the sloop Germantown. He then 
accompanied the squadrons of commodores 
David C. Conner and Matthew C. Perry in various 
actions around the Gulf of Mexico, winning high 
praise for competence and bravery. In 1853 
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Buchanan was selected to command Perry’s flag¬ 
ship Susquehanna on its fateful voyage to establish 
diplomatic relations with Japan. He remained in 
Asia for two years before returning home to 
administer the Washington Navy Yard as a captain 
in 1855. 

As a Southerner, Buchanan mistakenly believed 
that his native state of Maryland was about to 
secede, and he tendered his resignation on April 
22, 1861. Maryland, however, stayed loyal to the 
Union, but when Buchanan petitioned to with¬ 
draw his resignation, Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles summarily refused it. For many weeks 
thereafter, Buchanan hovered between the two 
feuding camps, but in September 1861 he joined 
the Confederate navy as a captain posted with the 
Bureau of Orders and Details. He functioned well, 
but Buchanan, a strident man of action, chafed as 
a bureaucrat and agitated for a more active role. In 
February 1862 he then received command of the 
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James River Squadron and spent several weeks 
supervising conversion of the captured steam frig¬ 
ate Merrimac into the armored ram CSS Virginia. 
On March 8, 1862, Buchanan forever altered the 
nature of naval warfare by steaming off to engage 
the Union blockading squadron at Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. In a fierce, one-sided action, he 
quickly sank the wooden frigate Cumberland and 
drove another wooden vessel, the Congress, 
aground. Ironically, his younger brother was an 
officer on board this vessel. This action also 
marked the immediate ascendancy of iron war¬ 
ships. Buchanan, who exposed himself fearlessly 
in the battle, was struck by a bullet fired from the 
shoreline and severely injured. Consequently, he 
missed the legendary duel with the Union ironclad 
Monitor on the following day. In light of his per¬ 
formance at the helm of Virginia, he became the 
Confederacy’s first admiral on August 21, 1862. 

For the next two years, Buchanan applied his 
considerable skills at improving the defenses of 
Mobile, Alabama, a significant Confederate port. 
He also oversaw construction of four new iron¬ 
clads, of which only one, the Tennessee, was in 
service when Union forces attacked on August 5, 

1864. That memorable day. Admiral David G. 
Farragut braved Confederate guns and mine¬ 
fields and ran his squadron directly into the bay, 
sweeping aside feeble Southern opposition. 
Buchanan, badly outnumbered, might have 
enjoyed better success employing his armored 
ships as floating batteries, but he unhesitatingly 
threw Tennessee against the entire Union squad¬ 
ron and tried repeatedly to ram the Hartford, Far- 
ragut’s flagship. Wounded again and his vessel 
badly damaged, Buchanan struck his flag and sur¬ 
rendered. He remained a prisoner until March 

1865, when he was paroled and returned to Mobile. 
He surrendered there a second time the following 
May and left the Confederate service. After the 
war, Buchanan served as president of the Univer¬ 
sity of Maryland before dying in Talbot County, 
Maryland, on May 11, 1874. He was among the 
Confederacy’s bravest and most accomplished 
naval leaders. 
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Buell, Don C. (1818-1898) 

Union general 

Don Carlos Buell was born near Marietta, Ohio, 
on March 23, 1818, the son of a businessman. He 
attended the U.S. Military Academy in 1837 and 
graduated four years later in the lower half of his 
class. Buell then received his lieutenant’s commis¬ 
sion in the 3rd U.S. Infantry, with whom he ini¬ 
tially fought in the closing stages of Florida’s 
Second Seminole War. He subsequently trans¬ 
ferred to General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Texas 
to fight in the Mexican War (1846-48). Buell dis¬ 
tinguished himself in combat at Monterrey, Con¬ 
treras, and Churubusco, winning two brevet 
promotions and becoming badly wounded. Now a 
captain, he next fulfilled a variety of outpost duties 
along the frontier before transferring to the adju¬ 
tant general’s office in the Department of the 
Pacific. In 1859 he was briefly attached to the sec¬ 
retary of war’s office and then returned east just as 
the Civil War seemed imminent. Recalled to 
Washington, Buell became a brigadier general on 
May 17, 1861, and helped organize Washington, 
D.C.’s defenses before receiving a division in Gen¬ 
eral George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac. 
Holding a well-deserved reputation for efficiency, 
administration, and strategy, he was considered 
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one of the Union army’s most promising officers, 
and much was expected of him. 

In November 1861 Buell transferred west once 
more, replacing General William T. Sherman as 
head of the Department of the Ohio. He then 
received orders to secure Nashville, Tennessee, but 
vacillated until General Ulysses S. Grant first 
secured Forts Henry and Donelson in February 
1862. Buell was nonetheless promoted to major 
general of volunteers and ordered to continue 
advancing down the Tennessee River in support of 
Grant. On the evening of April 6, 1862, his army 
reached Pittsburg Landing after the first day of 
costly fighting at the Battle of Shiloh, and on the 
following morning, BueU attacked and drove off 
Confederates under General Pierre G. T. Beaure¬ 
gard. That May, under the jurisdiction of General 
Henry W. Halleck, he participated in the glacial 
campaign against Corinth, Mississippi. On June 
10, 1862, Buell commanded four divisions in an 
attempt to repair the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad leading to Chattanooga, Tennessee. This 
proved tedious work, and his efforts were greatly 
vexed by Confederate raiding activities under 
General John H. Morgan. Consequently, Chatta¬ 
nooga was occupied by the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg, who 
then prepared to invade Union-held territory far¬ 
ther north. 

The turning point in BueU’s fortunes occurred 
in August 1862 when Confederate armies under 
Generals Bragg and Edmund Kirby-Smith 
invaded Kentucky. With his base at Louisville now 
threatened, Buell hastily marched north to Louis¬ 
ville and managed to secure it while Bragg was at 
Frankfort installing a Confederate government. 
Once reinforced and resupplied, Buell prepared 
for a military showdown with Bragg. The War 
Department, however, had tired of what they con¬ 
sidered Buell’s lethargic leadership and ordered 
him to turn command of the Army of the Ohio 
over to General George H. Thomas. But Thomas, 
a loyal subordinate, declined the appointment see¬ 
ing that Buell was nearly ready to attack, and the 
latter retained his command. On October 8, 1862, 


he encountered Bragg at Perryville, Kentucky, and 
a bloody battle raged. Buell enjoyed numerical 
superiority of 55,000 to 15,000—roughly three to 
one—but Bragg nearly managed to drive the Fed- 
erals from the field before finally retreating. Buell, 
however, manifestly failed to pursue the defeated 
Southerners, and they leisurely withdrew through 
the Cumberland Gap and back into Tennessee. 
For this reason, he was relieved of command by 
the War Department on October 24, 1862, and 
was replaced by General William S. Rosecrans. 

Buell angrily contested his dismissal, claiming 
he was short on supplies, and demanded a court 
of inquiry. His claims were then investigated for 
several months, but the military commission 
issued a report without recommendation. Buell 
thus remained “awaiting orders” for the next two 
years until his term as general of volunteers 
expired. On June 1, 1864, Buell also resigned his 
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regular army commission and left the service alto¬ 
gether. He then retired to Louisville as president 
of the Green River Iron Works until his death 
there on November 19, 1898. Buell retains the 
reputation as a talented disciplinarian and admin¬ 
istrator but an essentially uninspired and plod¬ 
ding performer. 
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Buford, John (1826-1863) 

Union general 

John Buford was born in Woodford, Kentucky, on 
March 4, 1826, and he relocated with his family to 
Rock Island, Illinois. From there he gained admit¬ 
tance to the U.S. Military Academy in 1844 and 
graduated four years later as a second lieutenant in 
the 2nd U.S. Dragoons. Buford then proceeded to 
the frontier, where he performed routine service 
in Texas, New Mexico, and Kansas for several 
years. In 1855 he rose to regimental quartermaster 
and that year accompanied General William S. 
Harney in a war against the Sioux. Buford fought 
well at the Battle of Ash Hollow, September 3, 
1855, in which Little Thunder’s band was defeated, 
and he won commendations from Colonel Philip 
St. George Cooke. Two years later, Buford accom¬ 
panied Colonel Albert S. Johnston in his Mor¬ 
mon Expedition of 1857-58, expertly handling 
quartermaster functions across a grueling, 1,000 
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mUe, midwinter march. Buford rose to captain on 
March 9, 1859, and was serving with the regiment 
in Utah when the Civil War erupted in April 1861. 
To underscore his expertise in handling cavalry, he 
marched the 2nd Dragoons 1,500 miles to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., in only 60 days. Despite his consis¬ 
tently excellent performance, Buford remained 
unable to secure an independent command and 
spent the first year of the war as a major on the 
Inspector General’s staff. 

In July 1862 General John Pope arrived in the 
East to command of the newly constituted Army of 
Virginia and was appalled to find Buford, one of the 
military’s most experienced cavalry officers, behind 
a desk. He thereupon appointed him a brigade 
commander with a rank of brigadier general. In this 
capacity, Buford defeated Confederate cavalry at 
Verdiersville, Virginia, on August 17, 1862, captur¬ 
ing the plumed hat of General J. E. B. Stuart and 
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signed orders from General Robert E. Lee. He 
fought equally well against superior Confederate 
numbers at Thoroughfare Gap on August 28-29 
before being brushed aside by General James Long- 
street’s I Corps. In the process, Buford alerted 
Pope of Longstreet’s arrival on his left flank, but the 
general failed to act on this valuable intelligence, 
and his army was nearly destroyed. On August 30 
Buford received a severe wound while covering the 
Army of Virginia’s retreat, but his good perfor¬ 
mance resulted in an appointment as chief of cav¬ 
alry in the Army of the Potomac under General 
Joseph Hooker. He next bore a conspicuous role in 
General George Stoneman’s raid during the Chan- 
cellorsville campaign of May 1863 and again cov¬ 
ered the Union retreat. On June 9 Buford gained 
additional laurels by turning in a fine performance 
at Brandy Station, June 9, 1863, under General 
Alfred Pleasonton, affording additional proof 
that Union troopers had closed the qualitative gap 
with their Southern counterparts. 

The war in the East took a new direction 
when General Lee struck north into Union terri¬ 
tory and invaded Pennsylvania. Buford, having 
skirmished intermittently with Stuart’s troopers 
at Aldie, Gap, Upperville, Middleburg, and Ash¬ 
by’s Gap, Virginia, covered the left flank of the I 
Corps under General John Reynolds. On arriv¬ 
ing at the strategic road junction at Gettysburg, 
Buford encountered and drove off Confederate 
infantry in the area. He then promptJy alerted 
superiors, dismounted his troopers, and prepared 
for combat along McPherson’s Ridge. On July 1, 
elements of General Henry Heth’s Confederate 
division stumbled headlong into Buford’s posi¬ 
tion while foraging for shoes and were heavily 
repelled by his rapid-fire Spencer carbines. As 
more and more combatants were thrown in from 
both sides, Buford dutifully clung to the cross¬ 
roads until he was relieved by Reynolds. He then 
shifted his forces to oppose the approaching 
corps of General Richard S. Ewell, delaying 
them several hours. His tenacious conduct 
allowed the main Union force under General 
George Meade to occupy the high ground over¬ 


looking Gettysburg, a major factor in the ensuing 
Confederate defeat. 

After Gettysburg, Buford skirmished intermit¬ 
tently with the Confederate rear guard and fought 
in a heavy action near Williamsport, Maryland on 
July 6, 1863. The following November, his for¬ 
tunes crested with an appointment as cavalry 
commander in the Army of the Cumberland. 
Buford, unfortunately, was stricken with typhoid 
and obtained a badly needed medical leave. He 
died in the house of General Stoneman on Decem¬ 
ber 16, 1863, just hours after President Abraham 
Lincoln promoted him to major general. His 
death was a serious loss to the Army of the 
Potomac, particularly its mounted arm. 
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Burnside, Ambrose E. (1824-1881) 

Union general 

Ambrose Everett Burnside was born in Liberty, 
Indiana, on May 23, 1824, the son of a former 
South Carolinian who had emancipated his slaves. 
After working as a tailor several years, he was 
admitted to the U.S. Military Academy in 1843 
and graduated four years later as a second lieuten¬ 
ant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery. Burnside arrived in 
Mexico during final phases of the 1846-48 war 
there, seeing no combat. He subsequently fulfilled 
routine garrison duties along the western frontier 
and was slightly wounded in a skirmish with 
Apaches. His experience in the field convinced 
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him that cavalrymen needed better weapons than 
the standard-issue Hall carbine, so in 1853 he 
resigned his commission and established a gun 
factory in Bristol, Rhode Island. Burnside then 
designed and manufactured a functional, rapid- 
fire carbine for military use, but he went bank¬ 
rupt when anticipated government contracts 
failed to materialize. Fortunately, his good friend 
George B. McClellan offered help in 1858 by 
appointing him treasurer of the Illinois Central 
Railroad. Burnside worked there until the Civil 
War broke out in April 1861. That month, he 
returned east to become colonel of the 1st Rhode 
Island Volunteers and subsequently led a brigade 
at Bull Run the following July. He also befriended 
President Abraham Lincoln, who arranged his 
promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on 
August 6, 1861. 



Union general Ambrose E. Burnside (Library of Congress) 


In October 1861 Burnside received an impor¬ 
tant assignment: He was to accompany the fleet of 
Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough to the North 
Carolina coast, establish a base, and recruit from 
what were believed to be thousands of Southern 
Unionists. He performed well at the seizure of Roa¬ 
noke Island and New Bern in the spring of 1862, 
capturing 2,500 prisoners and 32 cannon while also 
closing the Albemarle and Pamlico inlets to block¬ 
ade-runners. This success made him a national 
hero, and Lincoln rewarded him with a promotion 
to major general and command of the IX Corps in 
the Army of the Potomac under General McClellan. 
He had previously, perhaps conscious of his own 
limitations as a leader, declined Lincoln’s offer to 
serve as the army’s leader. Lincoln again proffered 
command of the Army of the Potomac in the wake 
of General John Pope’s debacle at Second Manassas 
that August, and again Burnside demurred. He next 
fought at the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 
1862, where he commanded both his IX Corps and 
General Joseph L. Hooker’s I Corps. However, 
Burnside’s performed sluggislily and, by failing to 
cross the Rohrbach Bridge in time, lost an opportu¬ 
nity to crush the Confederate left flank. 

After McClellan was dismissed on November 7, 
1861, Lincoln offered Burnside command of the 
Army of the Potomac a third time, and he reluc¬ 
tantly accepted. He immediately concocted an 
elaborate scheme to slip behind the Confederates 
by bridging the Rappahannock River at Fredericks¬ 
burg, Virginia, and making a sudden dash on Rich¬ 
mond. Burnside anticipated that this maneuver 
would force General Robert E. Lee’s army out into 
the open where it could be engaged to his advan¬ 
tage. However, pontoons and other bridging equip¬ 
ment were slow in arriving, and Lee had ample 
time to occupy and fortify Fredericksburg ahead of 
Union forces. On December 13 Burnside nonethe¬ 
less put his plan in motion and hurled 122,000 men 
against Confederate fieldworks with disastrous 
effects: Union forces were bloodily repulsed with 
more than 12,000 casualties. In January 1863 Burn¬ 
side further sullied his reputation by proposing a 
midwinter march around the Confederates, which. 
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following the onset of heavy rain, quickly degener¬ 
ated into the infamous “mud march.” Lincoln, 
with few regrets, finally dismissed Burnside from 
the Army of the Potomac on January 26,1863, and 
replaced him with Hooker. 

In March 1863 Burnside transferred to the 
Department of the Ohio, where he again displayed 
some of his previous energy. He moved quickly to 
subdue “Copperhead” activities of former con¬ 
gressman Clement L. Vallandigham, arresting him 
for treason. He then promulgated General Order 
No. 38, which shut down two newspapers and 
promised swift imprisonment for any individual 
suspected of pro-Confederate sympathies. Ulti¬ 
mately, Lincoln repudiated Burnside’s measures, 
but they proved popular with local Unionists. He 
then orchestrated military movements culminat¬ 
ing in the defeat and capture of General John H. 
Morgan’s raiding party in Ohio. In September 
1863 Burnside marshaled his forces, advanced 
through the Cumberland Gap, and captured 
KnoxviUe, Tennessee. Two months later, he art¬ 
fully withstood a determined siege by General 
James Longstreet’s veteran I Corps, thereby pre¬ 
vented him from rushing reinforcements to belea¬ 
guered Confederate forces at Chattanooga. For 
these effective actions, he received the thanks of 
Congress. Burnside had partially rehabilitated his 
reputation, so Lincoln also directed him to return 
to the Army of the Potomac where he resumed 
command of his old IX Corps under General 
Ulysses S. Grant. 

In the spring and summer of 1864, Burnside 
accompanied Grant’s overland campaign against 
Richmond, Virginia. He fought competently at the 
bloody encounters of Wilderness, Spotsylvania 
Court House, and in the trenches of Petersburg. 
His downfall occurred on July 4, 1864, when he 
failed to support Union troops from his corps 
adequately as they waged the infamous Battle of 
the Crater, a stinging Union defeat. A court of 
inquiry conducted by General George G. Meade 
found him at fault, although there was plenty of 
blame to go around, and Burnside was relieved 
from active duty. The fact that Meade had removed 


a large contingent of specially trained African-Amer¬ 
ican troops from Burnside’s command prior to the 
battie—contributing materially to the debacle— 
went unmentioned. Burnside finally resigned his 
commission on April 15, 1865, and reentered the 
civilian sector. 

Burnside subsequently returned to Rhode 
Island where he enjoyed a highly successful politi¬ 
cal career. He won three consecutive terms as gov¬ 
ernor (1866-68) before being elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1874. That year, he also served as national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, a 
noted veteran’s organization. Burnside died in 
Bristol, Rhode Island, on September 13, 1881, a 
capable commander promoted beyond his abili¬ 
ties. Ironically, he is best remembered for his 
bushy facial whiskers, which have since entered 
popular lexicon as “sideburns.” 
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Butler, Benjamin F. (1818-1893) 

Union general 

Benjamin Franklin Butler was born in Deerfield, 
New Hampshire, on November 5, 1818, and, in 
1838, he graduated from Waterville (Colby) Col¬ 
lege, Maine, with a law degree. He eventually 
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Union general Benjamin F. Butler (Library of Congress) 


established a practice in Massachusetts but gradu¬ 
ally forsook it in favor of a career in politics. Here, 
Butler demonstrated a knack for canvassing peo¬ 
ple’s sympathies and was repeatedly elected to the 
state legislature as a Democrat. Butler also served 
as a major general of state militia. In 1859 he made 
an unsuccessful run for the governorship, and the 
following year, he arrived in Charleston, South 
Carolina, to vote for Jefferson Davis as the party’s 
presidential candidate. Staunchly pro-Southern, 
he threw his support behind John C. Breckin¬ 
ridge at the breakaway convention held at Balti¬ 
more. However, once Southern states began to 
secede after Abraham Lincoln’s electoral victory 
that November, Butler quickly professed his loy¬ 
alty to the Union and received a brigadier general’s 
commission in the state militia. In this capacity, he 
performed critically important work in the early 
days of the war by taking the 8th Massachusetts 
Regiment into Baltimore, Maryland, suppressing 
pro-Confederate rioters, and then restoring rail 
lines and other communications to Washington, 
D.C. A grateful President Lincoln then appointed 


him the first major general of volunteers and 
placed him in charge of Union forces at Fortress 
Monroe, Virginia. 

Controversy was never far from Butler’s door. 
While at Fortress Monroe, he electrified the North 
and antagonized the South by refusing to return 
three African-American slaves who reached his 
camp. Declaring them “contraband of war,” he 
allowed them to work for the army. Such a stance 
made him the darling of Radical Republicans, 
whose ranks Butler joined to enhance his standing 
with the government. However, Butler’s indelible 
ineptitude manifested itself on June 10, 1861, 
when troops under his command badly bungled a 
skirmish with General John B. Magruder’s Con¬ 
federates at Big Bethel, Virginia. Lincoln, unwill¬ 
ing or unable to remove such a politically valuable 
asset, then appointed Butler to accompany Com¬ 
modore Silas H. Strigham on a six-ship expedition 
to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. On August 27, 
1861, Butler’s 800 men helped capture Pamlico 
Sound, two forts, and 615 prisoners—the first 
Union victory after the debacle at Bull Run in July. 
Lincoln then granted him a leave of absence to 
recruit soldiers in New England while even more 
ambitious plans for him were developing. 

In April 1862, Butler accompanied Commo¬ 
dore David G. Farragut on an ambitious, com¬ 
bined expedition against New Orleans, Louisiana. 
On May 1, 1862, Farragut successfully ran his fleet 
past Southern forts and compelled the city to sur¬ 
render, whereupon Butler acted as military gover¬ 
nor. His seven-month tenure proved both 
controversial and acrimonious. Butler treated 
Southern defiance harshly. In one instance, he 
hanged Louisianan William Mumford for lower¬ 
ing an American flag. He also thwarted invective 
heaped on his troops by Creole ladies through his 
infamous Order No. 28, the much reviled “Woman 
Order,” which required all disrespectful females to 
be treated as prostitutes. The Southern press was 
enraged by Butler’s cavalier attitude and dubbed 
him “Beast Butler.” Confederate president Jeffer¬ 
son Davis went so far as to brand him an outlaw 
and to be “immediately executed if captured.” On 
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the brighter side, Butler worked conscientiously to 
improve city sanitation, assist the poor, and 
actively recruit African-American slaves into the 
Union army. However, when he and several sub¬ 
ordinates became embroiled in financial impro¬ 
prieties, he became more of a liability than an 
asset. In December 1862, President Lincoln felt 
emboldened enough to remove Butler from com¬ 
mand and replace him with the equally inept gen¬ 
eral Nathaniel P. Banks. 

Butler remained inactive through 1863 while 
political allies pressured the president for his rein¬ 
statement. In December, he gained appointment as 
commanding officer of the Department of Virginia 
and North Carolina, and with it the Union XVIII 
Corps. In the spring, his command was expanded 
to include the X Corps and redesignated the Army 
of the James. With these 40,000 men Butler was 
supposed to work closely with General Ulysses S. 
Grant in coordinating attacks against the Rich- 
mond-Petersburg line. However, in May 1864, 
Butler moved sluggishly against Petersburg, then 
lighdy defended, and he was stopped in his tracks 
by General Pierre G. T. Beauregard at the Battle 
of Drewry’s Bluff, May 12-16. Thereafter, the 
Army of the James was effectively “bottled up” on 
the peninsula of Bermuda Hundred and was unable 
to participate in the struggle for Richmond. Grant 
wanted him removed for squandering these mili¬ 
tary assets, but Lincoln waited untU his successful 
reelection bid in November 1864 before relieving 
Butler and sending him back to Massachusetts. 
Butler, however, still possessed powerful allies in 
the Republican Party, so in December 1864, he was 
teamed with Admiral David D. Porter for a joint 
expedition against Fort Fisher outside of Wilming¬ 
ton, North Carolina. On December 23, Butler 
launched an iU-fated attempt to destroy the fort 
with an old vessel crammed with explosives, which 
this resulted in nothing but spectacular pyrotech¬ 
nics. He landed his troops on December 25—and 
then promptly reembarked them after pronounc¬ 


ing Fort Fisher unassailable. Such display of wan¬ 
ton incompetence finally prompted Grant to 
petition Lincoln for Butler’s immediate removal, 
which finally materialized on January 7, 1865. 
Eight days later, Fort Fisher was forcefully carried 
by Admiral Porter and the same force under Gen¬ 
eral Alfred H. Terry. Butler remained unemployed 
for the remainder of the war and finally resigned 
his commission on November 30,1865. 

Back in civilian life, Butler resumed his suc¬ 
cessful career in politics. He was elected five times 
to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Radical 
Republican and also served one term as governor 
of Massachusetts in 1882. While in Congress, he 
helped spearhead the impeachment drive against 
President Andrew Johnson for his alleged lenient 
treatment of former Confederates. In 1884, Butler, 
ambitious as ever, also made an unsuccessful bid 
for the presidency at the head of the Greenback 
Party. He died in Washington, D.C., on January 1, 
1893, one of the most incompetent “political gen¬ 
erals” of the Civil War. 
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Canby, Edward R. S. (1817-1873) 

Union general 

Edward Richard Sprigg Canby was born at Piatt’s 
Landing, Kentucky, on November 9, 1817, and 
raised in Crawfordsville, Indiana. He graduated 
from the U.S. Military Academy near the bottom 
of his class in 1839 and received a second lieuten¬ 
ant’s commission in the 2nd U.S. Infantry. Canby 
then fought in Florida’s Second Seminole War 
between 1839 and 1842 before rotating west for a 
stint of routine garrison duty. Promoted to cap¬ 
tain in 1846, he accompanied General Winfield 
Scott’s army the following year in the Mexican 
War (1846-48), winning two brevet promotions 
for bravery at Cerro Gordo and Churubusco. After 
the war, he joined the adjutant general’s depart¬ 
ment of the 10th Military District in California 
until March 1855, when the rank of major, 10th 
U.S. Infantry was proffered. In this capacity, Canby 
marched with Colonel Albert S. Johnston during 
the famous Mormon expedition of 1857-58 before 
resuming mundane garrison duties and minor 
campaigning against the Navajo in 1860-61. 

The onset of the Civil War in April 1861 found 
Canby serving as commander of Fort Defiance, 
New Mexico Territory, and within months, he 
rose to colonel of the newly raised 19th U.S. Infan¬ 
try. In light of his talent for military administra¬ 
tion, he gained appointment as commander of the 
Department of New Mexico, headquartered at 
Fort Craig. His intense efforts at recruiting, train¬ 


ing, and equipping soldiers throughout this deso¬ 
late region paid dividends in the spring of 1862 
when a Confederate column under General Henry 
H. Sibley invaded New Mexico from Texas. Canby 
unsuccessfully resisted Sibley at a hard-fought 
encounter near Valverde on February 21, 1862, at 
which point he resorted to Fabian tactics and lured 
his opponent farther from supply lines. Once rein¬ 
forced by Colorado Volunteers under Colonel 
John M. Chivington, Canby resumed the offen¬ 
sive, attacking Sibley’s scattered detachments at 
Glorieta Pass on March 28, 1862. When the Con¬ 
federates lost their entire baggage train to a sur¬ 
prise Union assault, Sibley had no recourse but to 
fall back to Texas. Canby then shadowed the Con¬ 
federates closely, skirmishing intensely at Peralta 
on April 15, and then allowing them to withdraw 
back to El Paso unmolested. His solid, if unspec¬ 
tacular, leadership preserved the New Mexico Ter¬ 
ritory for the Union and stopped the Confederate 
drive on California. 

Shortly afterward, Canby was reinforced by 
the California column under Colonel James Car- 
LETON and received a well-deserved promoted to 
brigadier general on March 31, 1862. The follow¬ 
ing September, he departed and transferred to the 
War Department in Washington, D.C., to serve as 
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton’s assistant. 
Canby performed well, and in March 1863, he 
temporarily assumed control of troops tasked with 
restoring order in New York City after violent 
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antidraft riots. On May 11, 1864, he advanced to 
major general and gained appointment as com¬ 
mander of the Military Division of West Missis¬ 
sippi, eventually replacing the inept general 
Nathaniel P. Banks. On November 6,1864, Canby 
was severely wounded in a Confederate guerrilla 
attack while steaming up the White River, Arkan¬ 
sas, but he recovered in time to orchestrate a cam¬ 
paign against Mobile, Alabama. In concert with 
troops under General Frederick Steele and a Union 
fleet commanded by Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, 
Canby conducted a methodical campaign that 
gradually reduced Confederate fortifications and 
drove the city to capitulate on April 12,1865. After 
Southern resistance collapsed, Canby was called 
on to receive the surrender of General Richard 
Taylor’s forces on May 4, 1865, followed by that 
of General Simon B. Buckner (representing 
Edmund Kirby-Smith) on May 26. These were 
the final Confederate field armies east of the Mis¬ 
sissippi River to lay down their arms. 

Canby enjoyed a highly active postwar career 
commencing in 1866 when he received promotion 
to brigadier general in the regular army. He also 
headed on Reconstruction efforts in Virginia and 
the Carolinas, becoming the only military figure to 
lead more than one department. In August 1870, 
Canby became commander of the Department of 
Columbia, which included the Washington, Idaho, 
and Alaska territories. Three years later, he 
accepted responsibility for the Military Division of 
the Pacific. In March 1873, tensions with the 
Modoc tribe of northern California exploded into 
open warfare, and Canby was called to restore the 
peace. He earnestly tried to achieve a settlement by 
negotiating directly with aggrieved Modoc leaders 
in face-to-face talks at Siskiyou. On April 11,1873, 
while conversing with Modoc chief Captain Jack, 
he was suddenly shot and killed. He is the only 
high-ranking military officer killed at the hands of 
Native Americans. 
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Carleton, James H. (1814-1873) 

Union general 

James Henry Carleton was born in Lubec, Maine, 
on December 27, 1814, and as a young man he 
aspired to be a writer. To that end, he corre¬ 
sponded with noted novelist Charles Dickens, but 
Carleton reached a turning point in his life during 
the so-called Aroostook War between Maine and 
New Brunswick. He served as a militia lieutenant 
and took an immediate liking to military service, 
so Carleton sought out a regular army commis¬ 
sion. In 1839 he was commissioned a second lieu¬ 
tenant in the 1st U.S. Dragoons and two years later 
reported for duty at Fort Gibson, Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma). During the next few years, Carleton 
performed routine garrison service at various 
frontier posts and also accompanied numerous 
dragoon expedition into the hinterlands. In 1844 
Carleton rode with Colonel Stephen W. Kearney, 
the noted explorer, along the Oregon Trail to 
South Pass and, consistent with his literary bent, 
published a colorful account for the frontier news¬ 
paper Spirit of the Times. When the Mexican War 
commenced in 1846, Carleton served as aide-de- 
camp to General John E. Wool and the following 
year received a brevet promotion to captain at the 
Battle of Buena Vista. Protracted illness precluded 
further wartime service, and Carleton resumed 
garrison duty at posts throughout the Old South¬ 
west. In 1852 he served as commander of Fort 
Union, New Mexico Territory, and conducted 
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numerous forays against hostile Jicarilla Apache 
with the noted scout Christopher “Kit” Carson. By 
the advent of the Civil War in April 1861, Carleton 
enjoyed a well-deserved reputation as an efficient, 
if humorless, frontier administrator. 

In August 1861, Carleton, then stationed in 
California, was promoted to colonel of the 1st 
California Infantry. The following spring, General 
George Wright, commanding the Department of 
the Pacific, chose this veteran frontier fighter to 
lead 2,000 men eastward across the deserts and 
assist the Union war effort in New Mexico. Car¬ 
leton did so with commendable efficiency and 
shepherded the so-caUed California column into 
Tucson, Arizona Territory, in May 1862. His 
approach induced Confederate forces under Gen¬ 
eral Henry H. Sibley to abandon the New Mexico 
Territory altogether and slip back into Texas. Car¬ 
leton, a brigadier general as of April 28, 1862, next 
succeeded General Edward R. S. Canby as head of 
the Department of New Mexico and immediately 
subjected the unruly outlands to martial law. Gon- 
federate sympathizers such as Sylvester Mowry 
were promptly arrested and detained while Car¬ 
leton sparred constantly with Judge Joseph Knapp 
over the legality of various detentions. 

However, the biggest challenge facing Car- 
leton’s quest for frontier order came from the 
Navajo and Mescalero Apache. He summarily 
ordered both tribes into close confinement on res¬ 
ervations and, when they refused to obliged, con¬ 
ducted a scorched-earth war against them. 
Carleton then ordered Kit Carson and other scouts 
to execute any male Native Americans found in 
arms, but they wisely ignored such punitive mea¬ 
sures and simply burned their crops to force them 
into submission. After the Navajo submitted, Car¬ 
leton rounded up 9,000 tribe members and 
marched them 300 miles to reservations at Bosque 
Redondo in what has become reviled as the “Long 
Walk.” His harshness toward both whites and 
Native Americans proved unpopular and draco¬ 
nian, but he maintained order throughout a pre¬ 
carious time in frontier history. For his efforts, he 
gained brevet promotion to major general in 1865 


and transferred to a new command in Texas the 
following year. Two years later, the government 
reversed Carleton’s policies and allowed the 
Navaho to return home. 

In October 1866, Carleton became lieutenant 
colonel of the 4th U.S. Infantry, then stationed at 
San Antonio. He remained there seven years before 
dying of pneumonia on January 7, 1873, a harsh 
but effective frontier administrator. 
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Cleburne, Patrick R. (1828-1864) 

Confederate general 

Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was born in County 
Cork, Ireland, on March 16, 1828, the son of a 
noted physician. He aspired to follow his father 
by pursuing pharmacology at the University of 
Dublin, but he failed the entrance exam. Deeply 
ashamed, Cleburne next joined the British army 
by enlisting in the 49th Foot in 1846, serving 
three years. He eventually purchased his release 
in 1849 and emigrated to the United States. After 
settling in Helena, Arkansas, in 1850 he worked 
as a druggist, studied law, and opened a success¬ 
ful law practice in 1855, the same year he became 
a naturalized citizen. By 1860, with the storm 
clouds of secession gathering, Cleburne joined 
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the Yell Rifles as a private and eventually was 
elected captain. This unit subsequently joined 
nine other companies to form the 1st Arkansas 
Infantry, in which Cleburne became colonel as of 
May 14, 1861. As the Civil War unfolded, Cle¬ 
burne’s unit was amalgamated into a division 
commanded by General William J. Hardee, and 
the two leaders became fast friends. During the 
next three years, their military activities invari¬ 
ably were intermingled. 

In the fall of 1861, Cleburne accepted com¬ 
mand of a brigade under General Albert S. John¬ 
ston’s command at Bowling Green, Kentucky, 
and they accompanied that leader as he fell back 
to Tennessee. Cleburne, now a brigadier general, 
first saw action at the Battle of Shiloh on April 6, 
1862, where he formed the extreme left wing of 
the Confederate advance and drove Union forces 
up against the Tennessee River. The next day, a 
determined Union counterattack forced Confed¬ 
erates from the field, but Cleburne’s brigade 
formed a successful rear guard preventing the 
retreat from becoming a rout. Cleburne subse¬ 
quently accompanied the invasion of Kentucky 
under General Braxton Bragg that summer, 
being severely wounded at the Battle of Richmond 
on August 30, 1862. Fortunately, he recovered in 
time to distinguish himself at the Battle of Per- 
ryville on October 8, 1862, suffering two addi¬ 
tional wounds. Cleburne then fought capably 
again at the Battle of Stone’s River (Murfrees¬ 
boro) (December 31, 1862-January 3, 1863), 
where his ruthless attack ran the Union right wing 
back four miles. Afterward, he accompanied 
Bragg’s army back to Shelbyville and, like many 
subordinates, came to despise his commanding 
officer. Nonetheless, he was promoted to major 
general as of November 1862, becoming the Con¬ 
federacy’s ranking officer of foreign birth. 

Cleburne next accompanied the Army of Ten¬ 
nessee throughout the Tullahoma campaign, 
which afforded no real fighting and resulted in 
another Confederate retreat. However, Bragg then 
suddenly turned and struck at the Army of the 
Cumberland under General William S. Rose- 


CRANS at Chickamauga on September 19-20, and 
Cleburne was in his element. He so ferociously 
assailed the Union position that Rosecrans shifted 
his men away from the center—^just as General 
James Longstreet came crashing through the 
center. Cleburne performed equally well during 
his dogged defense at the Battle of Missionary 
Ridge, November 25, 1863, and repulsed several 
determined attacks by General William T. Sher¬ 
man. Bragg then retreated again, and Cleburne’s 
division, assisted by General Joseph Wheeler’s 
cavalry, remained behind at Ringgold Gap as a 
rear guard. On November 27, 1863, he expertly 
repelled several attempts by General Joseph L. 
Hooker to force the pass, ensuring a safe Confed¬ 
erate withdrawal. For all his skill in combat, Cle¬ 
burne twice received the thanks of the Confederate 
Congress, and he was popularly heralded as the 
“Stonewall of the West.” 



Confederate general Patrick R. Cleburne (Library of 
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Cleburne seemed slated for higher command, 
but in the winter of 1863-64, his prospects for pro¬ 
motion suddenly waned. Irish by birth and never 
having owned slaves, he circulated a petition calling 
on the Confederate government to enlist African 
Americans into the army in exchange for freedom. 
Such a move might tap into a half-million willing 
recruits and, furthermore, also induce the hesitant 
governments of Britain and France to bestow diplo¬ 
matic recognition. But Confederate authorities were 
stunned by his proposal, and President Jefferson 
Davis, who took steps to have Cleburne’s sugges¬ 
tion quashed, also withheld his well-deserved pro¬ 
motion to lieutenant general. He nevertheless 
continued functioning as a divisional leader with 
fine performances under General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston at Kennesaw Mountain and Bald HiU on June 
27 and July 22, 1864. Cleburne performed his final 
duties to the Confederacy while accompanying 
General John B. Hood’s ill-fated offensive into 
Tennessee that fall. On November 30, 1864, he led 
his men in a desperate charge on the entrenched 
Union forces of General John M. Schofield at 
Franklin. Cleburne lost two horses under him, yet 
he rallied his men and charged on foot—only to be 
shot dead within 50 yards of Federal lines. He was 
one of six Southern generals slain that day, and his 
remains eventually were interred at Helena, Arkan¬ 
sas. Cleburne’s natural aggressiveness and tactical 
finesse renders him the most accomplished Con¬ 
federate officer of his grade, and he was possibly the 
finest divisional commander of the entire war. 
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Crittenden, George B. (1812-1880) 
Confederate general 

George Bib Crittenden was born in Russellville, 
Kentucky, on March 20, 1812, the son of a promi¬ 
nent state politician and future governor. He 
attended the U.S. Military Academy in 1827 and 
graduated four years later, midway in a class of 45. 
Crittenden subsequently served as an infantry 
lieutenant during the Black Hawk War of 1832 
and then performed several years of routine garri¬ 
son work in Alabama and Georgia. However, he 
resigned his commission in April 1833 to study 
law at Transylvania University. He was admitted 
to the bar but then abandoned his profession for 
military adventurism in the Republic of Texas. In 
December 1842 Crittenden volunteered to accom¬ 
pany a 250-man expedition against Ciudad Merir, 
Mexico, under Colonel William S. Fisher. When 
the entire company was captured, he and his 
messmates endured harsh captivity in a filthy 
Mexico City prison. The inmates staged a failed 
escape attempt, at which point their captors 
decided to execute every 10th man on the draw of 
a black bean. Crittenden puUed a white bean, 
handed it to a friend who had a family, and then 
drew another white bean and luckily escaped the 
firing squad. He spent nearly a year in prison 
before Secretary of State Daniel Webster managed 
to arrange his release. In 1846 Crittenden resumed 
his military activities as a captain of mounted Ken¬ 
tucky riflemen, and he received a brevet promo¬ 
tion for bravery at the battles of Contreras and 
Churubusco. After the war, he reentered the U.S. 
Army with a rank of major, but his career was 
jeopardized by frequent dissipation. Nonetheless, 
Crittenden rose to lieutenant colonel and was a 
ranking officer in the New Mexico Territory when 
the Civil War erupted in April 1861. 

Back in Kentucky, Crittenden’s father, John J. 
Crittenden, father of the “Crittenden Compro¬ 
mise” to avert war, begged his son not to join the 
Confederacy. His own younger brother, Thomas 
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L. Crittenden, joined the Union army as a high- 
ranking officer. But Crittenden, for reasons of his 
own, sided with the South and resigned his com¬ 
mission. By June 1861, he was a Confederate brig¬ 
adier general commanding forces at Knoxville, 
Tennessee. A popular figure, Crittenden rose to 
major general the following November, and he 
was ordered to assume command of Southern 
forces from Generals Felix K. Zollicoffer and Wil¬ 
liam H. Carroll. That November—and without 
authorization—Zollicoffer took 4,000 men and 
entrenched them on the north bank of the Cum¬ 
berland River near Beech Grove, Kentucky. He did 
this despite the fact that the state legislature had 
declared its neutrality and wished combatants 
from either side to remove their forces. 

By January 1862, ZoUicoffer’s isolated detach¬ 
ment had attracted the attention of Union forces 
under General George H. Thomas, and Crittenden 
marched to reinforce him. Thomas, meanwhile, 
decided to dislodge the Confederates, then fool¬ 
ishly deployed with a flooded river to their back, 
and he advanced with 7,000 men. Crittenden, how¬ 
ever, resolved to strike first, and he hastily gathered 
up his small force before Thomas could combine 
with other Federals. On January 19, 1862, he 
fiercely assailed the Union camp near Mills Springs 
(Logan’s Crossroads), Kentucky. The Confederates 
enjoyed success initially until General Zollicoffer 
became separated from his troops in a fog, blun¬ 
dered into Union lines, and was shot dead. Thomas 
then adroitly dispersed Crittenden’s renewed 
assaults with a deadly enfilade fire. The battered 
Southerners withdrew with heavy losses while 
Thomas pursued them leisurely. Crittenden man¬ 
aged to evacuate Beech Grove and get the bulk of 
his forces across the rain-swollen Cumberland 
River, although forced to abandon his baggage and 
artillery. Mills Springs, though small in scope, har¬ 
bored huge consequences for it peeled back the 
first line of Confederate defenses in Kentucky, 
exposing Forts Henry and Donelson to attack by 
General Ulysses S. Grant the following month. 

No sooner did Crittenden’s command wearily 
trudge into Murfreesboro, Tennessee, than he 


faced accusations of being drunk in battle. He 
strenuously rebuked the charges, whereupon Gen¬ 
eral Albert S. Johnston appointed him to com¬ 
mand his reserve at luka in northern Mississippi. 
Crittenden thus received a second chance to reha¬ 
bilitate his reputation, but on April 1, 1862, Gen¬ 
eral William J. Hardee arrived at his camp on 
inspection and found it in disarray. Crittenden 
was arrested and court-martialed for drunkenness, 
and he resigned his commission in October 1862. 
He spent the balance of the war acting as a volun¬ 
teer aide on the staff of General John S. Williams. 
Crittenden returned to Frankfort, Kentucky, after 
the war, where, thanks to family connections, he 
was installed as the state librarian in 1867. He died 
in obscurity at Danville on November 27, 1880, 
one of the least efficient Confederate commanders 
of the western theater. 
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Crook, George (1829-1890) 

Union general 

George Crook was born near Dayton, Ohio, on 
September 23, 1829, the son of farmers. After 
passing through the U.S. Military Academy in 
1852, he served as a second lieutenant with the 4th 
U.S. Infantry at various posts in California and 
Oregon. Crook partook of innumerable skirmishes 
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with hostile Native Americans and in 1857 was 
struck by an arrow, a wound that he carried for 
life. But Crook, unlike most contemporaries, stud¬ 
ied the native tribes closely to learn more about 
them and thus avail himself more innovative tac¬ 
tics against them. In time, he came to empathize 
with them and frequently railed against the civil¬ 
ian bureaucrats in Washington, D.C., who 
exploited them. By 1861, Crook was a lowly infan¬ 
try captain, and that May he transferred east with 
expectations for fighting in the then-unfolding 
Civil War. That September, he was made colonel 
of the 36th Ohio Infantry and spent a year render¬ 
ing useful service in westernmost Virginia. Crook 
then rose to brigadier general of volunteers in 
August 1862 and acquitted himself well in heavy 
fighting at South Mountain and Antietam that fall. 
He subsequently transferred west, commanding a 
cavalry division in General William S. Rose- 
CRANs’s Army of the Cumberland. Crook bore a 
full measure of campaigning at Tullahoma and 
distinguished himself at the bloody encounter at 


Chickamauga on September 19-20, 1863. After 
Rosecrans fell back to Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
Crook was entrusted with keeping Union supply 
lines open, and, on October 6, 1863, he defeated 
Confederate raiders under General Joseph 
Wheeler at Farmington and drove them across 
the Tennessee River. He then rose by brevet to 
regular colonel shortly afterward. 

In the spring of 1864 Grook was back east 
again as commander of the Department of West 
Virginia. As such, he conducted several successful 
raids against Confederate communications 
throughout the Kanawha District. On July 23-24, 
he was surprised and heavily defeated at Kern- 
stown, Virginia, by resurgent Confederates under 
General Jubal A. Early. In August 1864 Crook 
nonetheless succeeded the inept general David 
Hunter as commander of the Department of West 
Virginia. He also joined General Philip H. Sheri¬ 
dan’s Army of the Shenandoah, commanding the 
VIII Corps, and he was conspicuously engaged in 
several pitched battles against Early’s hard-charg¬ 
ing Confederates. These included the Union victo¬ 
ries at Winchester, Eisher’s Hill, and, last. Cedar 
Creek on October 19, 1864, where he was initially 
surprised by Early but then rallied his men and 
helped win the day. Crook then suddenly fell cap¬ 
tive to Confederate partisans led by Captain John 
H. McNeil and spent several weeks in confinement 
at Richmond’s notorious Libby Prison. He was 
exchanged and returned to service in time to serve 
in the final phases of the Richmond-Petersburg 
campaign. On April 1, 1865, Crook’s cavalry was 
heavily employed at the decisive victory at Five 
Forks, Virginia, and contributed greatly to the 
boxing in of General Robert E. Lee at Appomat¬ 
tox. Crook closed the war with the final ranks of 
brevet major general of volunteers and brevet 
major general, U.S. Army. 

After the war. Crook reverted back to his reg¬ 
ular rank of lieutenant colonel, 32nd U.S. Infan¬ 
try, and returned to the western frontier. He soon 
emerged as one of America’s greatest Indian 
fighters, commencing with a successful campaign 
to subdue the Paiutes of Oregon in 1868. Three 
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years later, President Ulysses S. Grant dispatched 
him to Arizona, where he helped suppress an 
Apache uprising led by Cochise. Disregarding 
army dogma, he pioneered the use of pack-mules 
for supplies and friendly Apache scouts to track 
down hostile natives. Moreover, his respect and 
affection for Native Americans earned him the 
moniker “Gray Fox” from the people he subdued. 
In 1876 Crook participated in the great uprising 
in the Black Hills of the Dakotas, and he was 
defeated by Chief Crazy Horse at the Rose Bud 
on March 17, 1876, which indirectly led to the 
death of Colonel George A. Custer one week 
later. Crook rebounded by attacking and destroy¬ 
ing the village of Chief American Horse at Slim 
Buttes on September 9, 1876. With the Sioux and 
Cheyenne finally brought under control. Crook 
made it his personal policy to protect Native 
Americans from grasping Indian agents and 
meandering frontiersmen to forestall future out¬ 
breaks of violence. 

In 1882 frontier violence flared up when the 
Apache rose under the leadership of Geronimo. 
Crook pursued the wily chief with a single com¬ 
pany of cavalry and 200 friendly Apaches deep 
into Mexican territory, and he convinced him to 
surrender. Geronimo again escaped from the res¬ 
ervation in 1885, but Crook’s lenient policies had 
run their course with the government, and he was 
eventually replaced by General Nelson A. Miles. 
Ultimately, Miles was forced to employ Apache 
scouts in similar fashion to bring Geronimo to 
bay. Crook subsequently took charge of the Divi¬ 
sion of the Missouri in May 1888, headquartered 
at Chicago, Illinois, where he directed final phases 
of the Indian wars. Though far removed from the 
frontier, he nonetheless remained a strident 
spokesman on behalf on Native American rights 
until his death there on March 21, 1890. He was 
also one of the Union’s most capable divisional 
commanders. 
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Curtis, Samuel R. (1805-1866) 

Union general 

Samuel Ryan Curtis was born in Champlain, New 
York, on February 3, 1805, and raised in Licking 
County, Ohio. He passed through the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1831 and was posted as a second 
lieutenant with the 7th U.S. Infantry. Curtis per¬ 
formed garrison duty at Fort Gibson, Indian Ter¬ 
ritory, for only a year before resigning his 
commission. He then successively served as an 
engineer on the National Road and chief engineer 
on the Muskingum River before studying law in 
1841. During the War with Mexico (1846-48), he 
became colonel of the 3rd Ohio Infantry, but 
mostly he performed as adjutant general under 
General John E. Wool. Curtis also briefly func¬ 
tioned as military governor of Matamoros, 
Camargo, Monterrey, and Saltillo. Afterward, he 
relocated to Keokuk, Iowa, as a chief engineer on 
several river projects and then in St. Louis, Mis¬ 
souri, for the same reason. Curtis then entered 
politics as a Republican in 1856, serving first as 
major of Keokuk and then in the U.S. House of 
Representatives where he ceaselessly advocated 
creation of a transcontinental railroad. Curtis, a 
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droll, uncharismatic figure, was nonetheless 
respected for his personal integrity, and he gained 
reelection to Congress in 1858 and 1860. In 1861 he 
attended the Peace Conference in Washington, D. 
C., to possibly avert secession and the violence that 
would accompany it. After the Civil War com¬ 
menced in April 1861, he returned to Iowa and 
helped raise that state’s first volunteer regiments; 
Curtis himself was elected unanimously colonel of 
the 2nd Iowa Infantry. Moreover, on the recom¬ 
mendation of General in Chief Winfield Scott, he 
was elevated to brigadier general the following May. 

After resigning from Congress, Curtis accepted 
his first command at St. Louis, Missouri, which he 
rapidly helped bring under order. His principal 
activity was in helping to arrange the relief and 
replacement of the inept general John C. Fremont 
from command of the Department of the Missouri 
in November 1861. His successor. General Henry 
W. Halleck, placed Curtis in charge of the Dis¬ 
trict of Southwest Missouri with orders to elimi¬ 
nate a threat posed by Confederates under General 
Sterling Price. He performed admirably with the 
scanty resources allotted him and pushed the 
Southerners deep into Arkansas. There, Price was 
unexpectedly reinforced by General Earl Van 
Dorn, who then turned to attack Curtis’s Army of 
the Southwest at Pea Ridge (EUdiorn Tavern) on 
March 7-8, 1862. Van Dorn staged an elaborate 
flanking movement that placed his army behind 
the Eederals, but Curtis simply ordered his entire 
force to about-face, and assisted by artillery under 
General Franz Sigel, he decimated several deter¬ 
mined, if piecemeal, attacks. The Confederates 
eventually were driven off in confusion, Missouri 
was saved for the Union, and Curtis won a promo¬ 
tion to major general. 

In September 1862 Curtis succeeded Halleck 
as head of the Department of the Missouri and 
quickly ran afoul of internecine politics and per¬ 
sonalities. He failed to get along with either Gen¬ 
eral John M. Schofield, his principal subordinate, 
or Governor H. R. Gamble. Curtis also proved 
unable to stem systemic outbreaks of guerrilla 
warfare, and his often draconian responses, such 


as imposing levies upon suspected Confederate 
sympathizers, drove people into the enemy ranks. 
In May 1863 President Abraham Lincoln 
removed Curtis from St. Louis and reassigned 
him to lead the Department of Kansas, a com¬ 
mand requiring less political finesse and more 
administrative skill. Curtis functioned compe¬ 
tently until the fall of 1864, when General Price 
launched a final bid to conquer Missouri for the 
Confederacy. Curtis quickly raised a force of 
4,000 soldiers and confronted twice his numbers 
at Big Blue River on October 21, 1864. He was 
driven back but made a tenacious stand at West- 
port, Missouri, two days later. Here the cavalry of 
General Alfred Pleasonton hit the Southerners 
from behind, and Price hastily fell back toward 
Arkansas. Gurtis pursued him doggedly, mauling 
several Gonfederate rear guards, but he quarreled 
with Pleasonton, and the Confederates escaped. 
In January 1865 he was reassigned to the Depart¬ 
ment of the Northwest to conduct several peace 
treaty talks with the Sioux, the Crow, and other 
neighboring tribes. Curtis finally was discharged 
from the military in April 1866. 

Back in civilian life, Curtis continued advocat¬ 
ing his lifelong passion, the transcontinental rail¬ 
road. In 1866 President Andrew Johnson appointed 
him to a three-man commission to explore its pos¬ 
sible development. Curtis died suddenly at Coun¬ 
cil Bluffs, Iowa, on December 26, 1866, a brusque 
but otherwise useful officer of the western theater. 
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Custer, George A. (1839-1876) 

Union general 

George Armstrong Custer was born in New Rum- 
ley, Ohio, on December 5, 1839, and he taught 
briefly at an academy in Monroe, Michigan. In 1857 
he gained admittance to the U.S. Military Academy 
and graduated four years later at the bottom of his 
class. As a cadet, Custer proved sullen, inattentive, 
and ill-disposed toward discipline. However, after 
graduating in 1861, he received his lieutenant’s 
commission, 2nd U.S. Cavalry, just as the Civil War 
erupted, and he compiled one of the most meteoric 
rises in American military history. During the Battle 
of Bull Run, he caught the eye of General George B. 
McClellan, who appointed him an aide-de-camp. 
Custer performed heroically throughout the Penin¬ 
sula campaign of 1862 and subsequently requested 
a combat command. He next served under General 
Alfred Pleasonton at the Battle of Aldie, June 17, 
1863, with such distinction that he received, on 
Pleasonton’s strongest recommendation, promo¬ 
tion to brevet brigadier general. Aged but 23 years, 
Custer was now the youngest general in the Union 
army, and his Michigan cavalry brigade, which he 
dubbed “The Wolverines,” became renowned for 
their dash and discipline—and for donning the 
flashy red necktie of their commander. The follow¬ 
ing month, he fought with exceptional valor at Get¬ 
tysburg, where, on July 3, 1863, his brigade 
prevented Confederate cavalry under General J. E. 
B. Stuart from attacking the Union rear. 

In 1864 Custer transferred to the division of 
General Hugh J. Kilpatrick, and he was closely 
engaged in several severe engagements in General 
Ulysses S. Grant’s overland drive to Richmond. 
His most noted encounter was at Yellow Tavern 
on May 11, 1864, in which he conducted the 
action that fatally wounded General Stuart. That 


summer, he joined General Philip H. Sheridan’s 
Army of the Shenandoah to command an entire 
division. Always at the forefront of the action, 
Custer struck savagely at Confederate armies in 
Union victories at Winchester, Fisher’s Hill, and 
Cedar Creek, invariably with decisive effect. He 
then received brevet promotion to major general 
at the age of 24 and assumed command of the 3rd 
Cavalry Division from General James H. Wilson. 
With it, he literally destroyed General Jubal A. 
Early’s army at Waynesboro, Virginia, on March 
2, 1865, and the following month added further 
luster to his name by charging equally hard at Din¬ 
widdle Court House and the decisive Union vic¬ 
tory at Five Forks on April 1, 1865. Custer’s 
hard-riding troopers then proved instrumental in 
pursuing the Confederate army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia to Appomattox, Virginia, and bringing it to 
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bay. On April 9,1865, when General Robert E. Lee 
sent forward a white flag to the Union lines, it was 
received by Custer. In the course of four years of 
combat, Custer had 11 horses killed underneath 
him, yet he was only wounded once. War’s end 
found him the darling of the mounted arm and 
the national press, both totally captivated by his 
long, blonde hair, indifference to danger, and rav¬ 
enous appetite for glory. 

Custer was retained in the postwar service but 
reduced in rank to his regular grade of captain as 
of March 1866. Four months, later the 7th U.S. 
Cavalry was organized, and he became its lieuten¬ 
ant colonel. Custer next reported for duty in Kan¬ 
sas where he first experienced Indian fighting 
under General Winfield S. Hancock. Dissatisfied 
and perplexed by Native American tactics, he took 
an unauthorized leave of absence, was court-mar¬ 
tialed, and was suspended for a year. In 1868 Gen¬ 
eral Sheridan managed to have him reinstated 
and, on November 27, Custer committed a mem¬ 
orable atrocity by attacking the peaceful village of 
Chief Black Kettle on the Washita River. Despite 
official disapproval of this ill-advised action, no 
disciplinary action resulted, and Custer remained 
on active duty in Kansas. In 1873 he experienced 
his first brush with Sioux while protecting miners 
in the Black Hills region of South Dakota. Three 
years later, tensions exploded into open warfare, 
and Custer was assigned to an army column under 
General Alfred H. Terry. Another force under 
General George Crook was supposed to be 
advancing from the east but met defeat at the Rose 
Bud River and was forced to withdraw. Mean¬ 
while, Custer recklessly forged ahead, and on June 
25, 1876, the 7th Cavalry happened upon a large 


Native-American encampment at Little Big Horn. 
Despite the fact that the camp was inhabited by 
thousands of warriors, Custer divided his com¬ 
mand and attacked. He was quickly overwhelmed 
by Chiefs Crazy Hose and Gall and killed along 
with 261 men of the 7th Cavalry. Six companies of 
the regiment under Major Marcus A. Reno and 
Captain Frederick W. Benteen managed to 
entrench themselves on a hillside and beat off 
attacks for two days until Terry arrived with the 
main column. “Custer’s Last Stand,” as Little Big 
Horn came to be known, was not the largest defeat 
suffered at the hands of Native Americans, but it 
certainly was the most sensationalized. It virtually 
assured that Custer’s larger-than-life persona 
would remain an essential part of American fron¬ 
tier mythology. 
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Dahlgren, John A. B. (1809-1870) 

Union admiral 

John Adolphus Bernard Dahlgren was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on November 13, 
1809, the son of a Swedish consul. He attempted 
to join the U.S. Navy in 1825 but was rejected as 
too young. However, after accompanying a mer¬ 
chant vessel for a year, he gained an appointment 
as acting midshipman in March 1826. For the next 
decade, Dahlgren served on a variety of ships and 
in several squadrons, and his abilities at mathe¬ 
matics resulted in a posting with the U.S. Coastal 
Survey. He acquitted himself well in most capaci¬ 
ties, but in 1837 he was sidelined with vision prob¬ 
lems and received a four-year furlough. While 
seeking treatment in Europe, he also studied the 
primitive rocket technology of the day. Dahlgren 
resumed his naval career as a lieutenant in 1842, 
and four years later, he requested sea duty during 
the Mexican War but, in light of his technical 
expertise, was assigned to the Washington Navy 
Yard instead. There, he helped found the U.S. 
Navy Ordnance Department and functioned as 
assistant inspector. During the next 15 years, 
Dahlgren became closely identified with the latest 
developments in naval weaponry. He is best 
remembered for designing and constructing the 
famous Dahlgren cannon in 1851, based on his 
understanding that explosive forces in a cannon 
are greater at the rear end than at the muzzle. 
Consequently, his cannons were thicker in back 


than in front, and their distinct teardrop shape 
earned them the moniker “soda bottles.” In prac¬ 
tice, the 11- and 15-inch diameter Dahlgrens pos¬ 
sessed superior muzzle velocity, range, and 
accuracy than contemporary European designs. 
He also designed a light-weight howitzer suitable 
for small boats and landing parties. Dahlgren fur¬ 
thered his reputation as an ordnance authority by 
writing and publishing several texts on the subject, 
which were professionally well received. 

As the Civil War approached in the spring of 
1861, Dahlgren’s superior. Captain Franklin 
Buchanan, resigned as head of the Washington 
Navy Yard to join the South. Dahlgren then took 
energetic measures to fortify and defend the navy 
yard against possible Confederate attack. Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln so appreciated his perfor¬ 
mance that he arranged Dahlgren’s appointment 
as director of the Bureau of Ordnance in July 1862 
and promotion to captain through a special act of 
Congress the following August. In the ensuing 
months, he was actively employed in designing, 
testing, and mounting stronger weapons for new 
classes of ironclad warships. Dahlgren performed 
his tasks capably, and in February 1863, he 
advanced to rear admiral. The following July, he 
was ordered to succeed the unfortunate Admiral 
Samuel F. Du Pont as head of the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron. 

On station, Dahlgren’s immediate object was 
the reduction and capture of Charleston, South 
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Carolina. He sailed his heavy ironclads into the 
harbor and bombarded the city’s defenses on sev¬ 
eral occasions, but aside from demolishing some 
old forts, he failed to subdue the port. In the 
course of several months, he also lost several 
monitor vessels to the Confederate “torpedoes” 
(mines). Thereafter, he maintained an iron block¬ 
ade of Charleston and authorized occasional raids 
upriver to keep the defenders off balance. In 
December 1864, Dahlgren played an important 
role in the capture of Savannah, Georgia, by sup¬ 
plying the army of General William T. Sherman 
with food and supplies. His heavy cannon, mean¬ 
while, enjoyed success equally at sea and on land. 
Several naval batteries were landed ashore to assist 
General Ulysses S. Grant during the July 1863 
siege of Vicksburg, Mississippi, where their heavy 
firepower smothered Confederate defenses. In 
August 1864, the large-bore Dahlgrens employed 
on Admiral David G. Farragut’s monitors USS 
Manhattan and Chickasaw helped damage and 


subdue the Gonfederate ram CSS Tennessee under 
now Admiral Buchanan at Mobile Bay. Dahlgren 
himself occupied the evacuated city of Charleston 
in February 1865 and relinquished control of the 
squadron by war’s end. Sadly, his son. Colonel 
Ulric Dahlgren, had been killed in General Hugh J. 
Kilpatrick’s cavalry raid against Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia, on March 2, 1864. 

Dahlgren resumed his technical research in 
Washington, D.C., as bureau chief, but in 1866, he 
assumed command of the South Pacific Squadron. 
In July 1868 he returned to the navy yard, rose to 
commandant the following year, and died there in 
that capacity on July 12,1870. His famous cannon, 
though rendered obsolete by advances in rifled 
artillery, saw continued service with the U.S. Navy 
until the early 1890s. 
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Davis, Charles H. (1807-1887) 

Union admiral 

Charles Henry Davis was born in Boston, Massa¬ 
chusetts, on January 16, 1807, was well educated, 
and attended Harvard University in 1824. How¬ 
ever, he quit school two years later to join the U.S. 
Navy as a midshipman and spent a decade cruising 
the Pacific Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. Davis 
received his lieutenant’s commission in March 
1834, and in 1842 he returned to Harvard to com¬ 
plete his degree. In light of his mathematical 
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prowess, he found steady employment with the 
U.S. Coast Survey, and he published numerous 
scientific papers on the effects of tides. Davis 
advanced to commander in June 1854 and three 
years later assumed control of the Pacific Squad¬ 
ron. In this capacity, he arranged the rescue of 
American renegade adventurer William Walker 
from Nicaragua in May 1857. Two years later, he 
reported to the offices of the Nautical Almanac 
Office at Harvard, and he continued publishing 
scientific tracts as they related to naval and mari¬ 
time service. 

When the Civil War erupted in April 1861, 
Davis initially was assigned to the Bureau of Detail 
in Washington, D.C. It was his responsibility to 
provide accurate charts, proper organization, and 
efficient logistics for a sustained blockade of the 
lengthy Confederate coastline. He also assisted in 
planning intricate combined army-navy expedi¬ 
tions against the Confederate coast, most notably 
Cape Hatteras in August 1861. Three months 
later, he accompanied Admiral Samuel F. Du 
Pont on a campaign against Port Royal, South 
Carolina, and bore a conspicuous role in the vic¬ 
tory of November 7, 1861. Success here planted 
the first Union lodgment on South Carolinian soil 
since the fall of Fort Sumter the previous April, 
and he received promotion to captain. Davis also 
pioneered the use of “stone fleets,” namely, old 
wooden vessels filled with rock and sunk off Con¬ 
federate harbors to obstruct them. 

In the spring of 1862, Davis was tapped to suc¬ 
ceed the ailing captain Andrew H. Foote as com¬ 
mander of the Mississippi Squadron. On June 5, 
1862, once reinforced by several army rams under 
Colonel Charles Filet, Davis fought and won the 
Battle of Plum Run Bend against a small but deter¬ 
mined Confederate squadron. That same after¬ 
noon, he landed at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
received the city’s surrender. Promoted to com¬ 
modore, he next sailed south to Vicksburg, Missis¬ 
sippi, and joined forces with the fleet of Admiral 
David G. Farragut. There, in concert with army 
units, he energetically conducted a series of raids 
along the Mississippi River that kept Confederate 


forces from crossing the river and reinforcing the 
garrison. His string of luck ended on July 15,1862, 
when the large Confederate ram CSS Arkansas 
sortied from the Yazoo River and passed directly 
through Davis’s squadron. The Union vessels, 
badly outgunned, came off poorly in the engage¬ 
ment, which prompted Secretary of the Navy 
Gideon Welles to replace the scholarly Davis with 
a more aggressive officer. On October 1, 1862, 
Commander David D. Porter was chosen as his 
successor, and Davis reported back to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., to resume his scientific inquiries. As a 
sop to any hurt feelings on the matter, Davis also 
received a promotion to rear admiral as of Febru¬ 
ary 1863. 

Davis effectively managed the Bureau of Navi¬ 
gation, under whose aegis fell the navy’s scientific 
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office and its academy, until the war concluded in 
1865. He was also responsible for creating the new 
Hydrographic Office to facilitate chart making and 
navigational aids. Davis also strongly suggested cre¬ 
ation of a National Academy of Science, which was 
founded in 1863. At the conclusion of hostilities, he 
transferred from the Navy Department to the Naval 
Observatory as superintendent. He then took to sea 
in 1867 to command the Brazilian Squadron, 
remaining at sea for three years. In 1870 Davis came 
ashore for the last time as commandant of the Nor¬ 
folk Navy Yard, Virginia, where simmering resent¬ 
ment against Northerners made his tenure decidedly 
unpleasant. He then resumed his work at the 
National Observatory, dying there on February 18, 
1887. Although not exactly a combat officer of the 
first rank, Davis made indelible contributions to 
naval science as one of the most accomplished 
researchers of his day. 

Further Reading 

Campbell, R. Thomas. Confederate Naval Forces on West¬ 
ern Waters: The Defense of the Mississippi River and 
Its Tributaries. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2005. 
Davis, Charles H. Life of Charles Henry Davis, Rear 
Admiral, 1807-1877. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1899. 

Hearn, Chester G. Filet’s Brigade: The Strangest Outfit of 
All. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 
2000 . 

Joiner, Gary D. Mr. Lincoln’s Brown Water Navy: The 
Mississippi Squadron. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2007. 

Konstam, Angus. Mississippi River Gunboats of the Amer¬ 
ican Civil War, 1861-1865. Oxford, U.K.: Osprey, 
2002 . 

Silverstone, Paul H. Civil War Navies, 1855-1883. 
Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press, 2001. 

Davis, Jefferson (1808-1889) 

President, Confederate States of America 
Jefferson Davis was born in Christian County, 
Kentucky, on June 3, 1808, and raised in Missis¬ 
sippi. After briefly attending Transylvania Univer¬ 
sity, he opted to apply to the U.S. Military Academy 
in 1825 and graduated four years later in the mid¬ 


dle of his class. As a second lieutenant in the 1st 
U.S. Infantry, he fought briefly in the Black Hawk 
War of 1832 under General Zachary Taylor, and 
he conducted Sauk chief Black Hawk into confine¬ 
ment at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. In May 1834 
he transferred to the 1st U.S. Dragoons while also 
courting Sarah Knox Taylor, the general’s daugh¬ 
ter. They were married over his objections, and he 
resigned his commission to run a plantation in 
Mississippi. Tragically, Davis lost his young bride 
to malaria six months later, and he suffered inter¬ 
mittent bouts of illness for the rest of his life. Davis 
withdrew into seclusion for nearly a decade and 
finally emerged in 1844 to run for Congress. That 
year, he successfully stood for a seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and resigned two years 
later to participate in the war with Mexico that he 
had so strenuously advocated. 

In 1846 Davis was commissioned colonel of 
the 1st Mississippi Rifle Regiment, and he joined 
his ex-father-in-law General Taylor at the mouth 
of the Rio Grande. He fought well at the Battle of 
Monterrey, where his men distinguished them¬ 
selves in house-to-house fighting. Afterward, most 
of Taylor’s regular troops were transferred to the 
army of General Winfield Scott, and Taylor, now 
mustering mostly militia, was attacked by General 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna at Buena Vista on 
February 22, 1847. Once again, Davis was in the 
thick of the fray and bravely repulsed a Mexican 
cavalry charge that threatened artillery com¬ 
manded by captains Braxton Bragg and George 
H. Thomas. He sustained a foot wound for the 
effort and returned to Mississippi a hero. He sub¬ 
sequently won appointment to complete an unfin¬ 
ished term in the U.S. Senate. In the wake of the 
Mexican War, sectional tensions between the 
North and South magnified exponentially over the 
issue of expanding slavery into newly acquired ter¬ 
ritories. Davis, while an articulate defender of 
Southern rights and slavery, left the Senate in 1851 
to run unsuccessfully for the governor’s office in 
his home state. He avoided the public arena for 
two years until 1853 when President Franklin 
Pierce appointed him secretary of war. In this 
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capacity, Davis displayed considerable foresight 
and innovation. He introduced badly needed 
administrative reforms, sought out the newest 
rifled weapons for the infantry, replaced wooden 
cannon carriages with metal ones, and at one 
point even introduced camels into the arid south¬ 
west on an experimental basis. By the time he left 
office in 1857, he was considered one of the War 
Department’s most efficient bureaucrats. 

In the spring of 1857, Davis was easily reelected 
to the Senate, where he forcefully and eloquently 
championed states rights and slavery. However, 
unlike many Southern “firebrands,” he sought 
accommodation with the North to preserve the 
Union. When the Democratic Party split during 
the election year of 1860, he threw his support 
behind John C. Breckinridge and was aghast that 
Abraham Lincoln, who opposed the expansion of 
slavery, won the election. Southern states then 
began to secede from the Union in December 1860, 


and Davis reluctantly but determinedly sided with 
Mississippi. On January 21, 1861, he delivered an 
anguish-ridden farewell speech to the Senate before 
departing to tender his services to the emerging 
Confederate States of America. Once home, Davis 
fully expected to become a major general of state 
forces, but on February 9, 1861, he was genuinely 
surprised to learn that the secessionist congress, 
meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, nominated 
him to serve as president of this new Southern 
entity. He was inaugurated nine days later in 
Montgomery and then transferred the seat of Con¬ 
federate governance to Richmond, Virginia, to 
shore up support from that state. In July 1861 the 
initial victory of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard 
over General Irwin McDowell at Bull Run caused 
elation throughout the South and a premature 
sense of relief, but victory here belied severe and 
long-term deficiencies that dogged the Confeder¬ 
acy throughout its brief existence. The North’s 
superior manpower and larger industrial base, 
coupled with Davis’s own inability to secure coop¬ 
eration between individual states within the Con¬ 
federacy, doomed the fledgling state as both a 
political and a military entity. The celebrated prow¬ 
ess of Southern armies notwithstanding, multiplic¬ 
ity of the problems Davis encountered as chief 
executive simply proved insurmountable. 

Davis firmly believed in his cause, stridently 
defended it, and remained fixated upon an ulti¬ 
mate Confederate victory to the bitter end. How¬ 
ever, as chief executive, he had a tendency to 
meddle with his generals and interfere with mili¬ 
tary matters. He also was blinded to the incompe¬ 
tence of his friends Braxton Bragg and Leonidas 
Polk, and he refused to remove them from power 
despite repeated displays of ineptitude. Moreover, 
Davis clashed repeatedly with talented yet head¬ 
strong leaders such as Beauregard and Joseph E. 
Johnston, and periodically relieved them at inop¬ 
portune times. Fortunately for the South, he com¬ 
miserated well with his most successful field 
commander. General Robert E. Lee, and he worked 
closely with him. The eastern theater thus received 
the greater part of the administration’s attention 
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while events in the West, where the war would be 
lost, remained a consistent lower priority. 

As Confederate fortunes waned, Davis lacked 
the authority to shift manpower decisively from 
one theater to the next owing to resistance from 
state governments. He thus was forced to invoke 
measures such as conscription, taxation, and 
confiscation to strengthen the overall Confeder¬ 
ate position. These policies struck at the very 
heart of states’s rights—the philosophical under¬ 
pinning of his regime—and led to a chorus of 
condemnation from Southern politicians. He 
further compounded his problems by refusing to 
entertain the notion of employing African-Amer¬ 
ican slaves in the military in exchange for free¬ 
dom. This recalcitrance negated a pool of 
manpower numbering 2 million—at a period 
when the North ultimately added 180,000 black 
soldiers to their own roster. By the time such 
pragmatic measures were forced on him by the 
Confederate Congress in the spring of 1865, they 
arrived far too late to alter the outcome of events. 
After the fall of Richmond in April 1865, Davis 
and his cabinet hastily fled south, intending to 
reach the trans-Mississippi region and carry on 
the struggle for Southern independence through 
guerrilla warfare. When he and his entourage 
were seized by General James H. Wilson’s cav¬ 
alry at Irwinville, Georgia, on May 10, 1865, the 
Confederate States of America had reached its 
climactic denouement. 

Davis was incarcerated in chains at Fortress 
Monroe, Virginia, although public outcry miti¬ 
gated his harsh conditions. He remained confined 
for two years before being released and, though 
indicted for treason, was never brought to trial. 
Davis subsequently returned to a life of poverty in 
Mississippi with his faithful wife Varina, where he 
penned an extensive apologia for the war. In it, he 
vehemently blamed men such as Beauregard and 
Johnston for defeat while minimizing his own role 
in the debacle. Davis, who never applied for a par¬ 
don and never renewed his citizenship, died at 
Beauvior, Mississippi, on December 6, 1889. For 
many decades thereafter, in the minds of many fel¬ 


low Southerners, he remained the embodiment 
and symbol of the Confederacy’s proud and defi¬ 
ant “Lost Cause.” 
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Doubleday, Abner (1819-1893) 

Union general 

Abner Doubleday was born in Ballston Spa, New 
York, on June 26, 1819, and attended school in 
nearby Cooperstown. He enjoyed a close associa¬ 
tion with athletics as a youth and undoubtedly 
played baseball there, but the polite fiction sur¬ 
rounding his originating the game has been dis¬ 
credited by historians. Doubleday was admitted 
to the U.S. Military Academy in 1838 and gradu¬ 
ated four years later midway in his class. He was 
then commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd 
U.S. Artillery and performed several tours of rou¬ 
tine garrison work along the Atlantic coast before 
transferring to the Army of Texas under General 
Zachary Taylor in 1846. He subsequently fought 
at the Battle of Monterrey that year, acquitting 
himself well and gaining promotion to first lieu- 
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tenant in March 1847. After the war Doubleday 
reported for duty along the frontier, where he 
rose to captain in 1855 and fought in Florida’s 
Third Seminole War. In December 1860 he 
accompanied Major Robert Anderson when his 
company was sent to garrison Fort Moultrie in 
Charleston, South Carolina. Anderson feared for 
the safety of his men following that state’s seces¬ 
sion on December 20, 1861, and he ordered them 
transferred to the incomplete works of Fort Sum¬ 
ter in Charleston harbor. Doubleday commanded 
the first company to reach the fort and began to 
strengthen the works and mount cannon. On 
April 12, 1861, Confederate forces under General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard commenced bombard¬ 
ing Fort Sumter, and Anderson allowed Double¬ 
day the honor of firing the first Union shots of the 
Civil War in response. The garrison surrendered 
two days later, and Doubleday departed by boat 
for the North. 

As the Civil War unfolded, Doubleday gained 
promotion to major and command of the 17th 
U.S. Infantry. With them, he campaigned in the 
Shenandoah Valley before advancing to brigadier 
general in February 1862. He then transferred to 
the Army of the Potomac under General John 
Pope and performed well in severe fighting at 
Groveton and Second Bull Run in August 1862. 
Doubleday then rose to command a division, was 
actively engaged at Stone Mountain, Antietam, 
and Fredericksburg that fall, and received promo¬ 
tion to major general as of November 1862. He 
next saw action at ChancellorsviUe in May 1863. 
Doubleday by now had acquired the reputation of 
a tenacious fighter but one who moved with such 
deliberation that his troops nicknamed him “Old 
Forty-Eight Hours.” 

During initial stages of the Gettysburg cam¬ 
paign, Doubleday commanded a division in Gen¬ 
eral John F. Reynolds’s I Corps. In this capacity, 
he arrived with Reynolds in the late morning of 
July 1, 1863, to reinforce Union cavalry under 
General John Buford, and he succeeded Reyn¬ 
olds to the command after he was killed. Gettys¬ 
burg was Doubleday’s finest hour. Outnumbered 


and outmaneuvered by General Richard S. 
Ewell’s Confederates, he relinquished control of 
the town slowly until the bulk of his forces were 
safely ensconced on nearby heights. He acquitted 
himself well, considering the confused events of 
the first day, but General George G. Meade, com¬ 
manding the Army of the Potomac, disapproved 
of Doubleday’s tendency toward lethargic move¬ 
ments. He therefore appointed General John 
Newton, an officer with less seniority, to com¬ 
mand the I Corps for the remainder of the engage¬ 
ment. Doubleday was appreciably incensed by the 
slight but returned to his division and performed 
well during the next two days. His men bore a 
prominent role in repulsing the climactic charge 
by General George E. Pickett on July 3, 1863, 
but Doubleday, smarting from Meade’s treat¬ 
ment, withdrew from active duties two days later. 

Doubleday spent the remainder of the war 
performing administrative duties in Washington, 
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D.C. He also testified vindictively against General 
Meade during an official congressional inquiry in 
1864, the strident tenor of which only besmirched 
his own reputation. His only other active service 
during the war was commanding a small part of 
Washington’s defenses during General Jubal A. 
Early’s raid of July 1864. After the war. Double¬ 
day reverted back to his lineal rank of lieutenant 
colonel, 23th U.S. Infantry, and accompanied his 
men to San Francisco, California. He then rose to 
colonel in 1867, transferred to the African-Ameri¬ 
can 24th U.S. Infantry in Texas, and served com¬ 
petently until his retirement in December 1873. 
Never one to let go of a grudge, he also published 
several tracts on Gettysburg that excoriated Gen¬ 
eral Meade and exaggerated his own role. Double¬ 
day died at Mendham, New Jersey, on January 26, 
1893, better remembered for allegedly inventing 
baseball than for his conscientious service during 
the Civil War. 
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Du Pont, Samuel F. (1803-1865) 

Union admiral 

Samuel Francis Du Pont was born in Bergen 
Point, New Jersey, on September 25, 1803, the 
scion of a prominent Delaware family. His father, 
politically connected to former president Thomas 
Jefferson, prevaiJed on his old friend to have Du 
Pont receive a midshipman’s commission in 1815. 
Two years later, he commenced a series of cruises 
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in the Mediterranean and South American squad¬ 
rons, rising to lieutenant in 1826 and commander 
by 1843. When the Mexican War erupted in 1846, 
Du Pont commanded the sloop USS Cyane in the 
Pacific, and with it, he transported the troops of 
Major John C. Fremont from San Francisco to 
San Diego, California. He then proceeded to clear 
enemy forces from the towns of Guaymas, Mazat- 
lan, and La Paz, and later he assisted Commander 
William B. Shubrick in the capture of San Jose. In 
this last engagement, Du Pont accompanied a 
landing party ashore and rescued a party of U.S. 
Marines besieged in a church. He returned to 
Washington, D.C., in 1848 and served on a num¬ 
ber of important boards, including one recom¬ 
mending creation of a naval academy. He rose to 






Du Pont, Samuel F. 647 


captain in 1855 and stirred considerable acrimony 
that year as a member of the Efficiency Board, 
which discharged 201 incompetent officers from 
active service. He also recommended moderniza¬ 
tion by advocating wholesale adoption of steam 
propulsion and better weapons for naval vessels. 
In 1856 Du Pont commanded the Minnesota to 
China, where he witnessed and carefully analyzed 
the latest Anglo-French amphibious tactics in 
operations against Chinese forts. He returned 
home in 1860 and received command of the 
Washington Navy Yard, his final peacetime 
assignment. 

Once the Civil War broke out in April 1861, 
Du Pont sat as senior member on the vitally 
important Blockade Board, a body tasked with 
drawing up operational strategy and tactics for use 
against the Confederate coastline and military 
installations found there. On September 18, 1861, 
he received command of the strategic South Atlan¬ 
tic Blockading Squadron. Two months later, on 
November 7, 1861, Du Pont attacked and cap¬ 
tured Port Royal, South Carolina, in concert with 
General Benjamin F. Butler. This constituted the 
first Federal lodgment on South Carolinian soil 
since the fall of Fort Sumter in April. Du Pont then 
continued with a string of minor successes by seiz¬ 
ing Tybee Island and Fort Pulaski off Savannah, 
Georgia, along with numerous points on the coast 
of Florida the following spring. In recognition of 
his success, Du Pont received both the thanks of 
Congress and promotion to rear admiral in July 
1862. 

By the spring of 1863, Northern politicians 
were agitating for some kind of punitive action 
against Charleston, South Carolina, long viewed as 
the seat of secessionism. In light of Du Pont’s 
seemingly effortless victories against other points 
along the coast, pressure mounted on him to 
launch an all-out attack on the city. Du Pont, 
however, demurred. His new and highly touted 
monitor craft, while heavily armored, possessed 
few cannon for offensive purposes and would be 
outgunned badly in any engagement against 


Charleston’s intricate defenses. To prove his point, 
he staged a test run of tactics on Fort McAllister, 
Georgia, on March 3, 1863. Here, the monitors 
Passaic, Patapsco, and Nahant under Commander 
John F. Worden attacked and bombarded the 
enemy post, taking heavy fire in return and accom¬ 
plishing little. Moreover, the cramped waters of 
Charleston harbor singularly militated against the 
successful circling and bombarding tactics 
employed elsewhere, and Du Pont further warned 
civilian authorities that the city could be taken 
only in concert with army troops. Secretary of the 
Navy Gideon Welles nonetheless caved in to polit¬ 
ical pressure and ordered Du Pont to attack the 
city. The admiral sullenly complied, fully expect¬ 
ing to be defeated. On April 7, 1863, Du Pont led 
seven monitors and one armored steamer into 
Charleston harbor in a lopsided, two-hour duel 
with numerous shore batteries directed by General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard. His ships were all struck 
repeatedly, and one monitor, the Keokuk, sank the 
next day. A storm of public and private criticism 
then arose against the admiral, who tendered his 
resignation. Du Pont still managed to remain on 
station for three more months, during which time 
one of his ships under Commander John Rodgers 
captured the Confederate vessel CSS Atlanta. Du 
Pont was then replaced by Admiral John A. B. 
Dahlgren on July 6, 1863, who, like his predeces¬ 
sor, failed to capture Charleston by a coup de 
main. 

Du Pont returned to his home at Wilmington, 
Delaware, a bitter, disillusioned man and for sev¬ 
eral months engaged Secretary Welles in a heated 
public diatribe over responsibility for the Charles¬ 
ton debacle. He died suddenly in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on June 23, 1865, a distinguished 
officer whose career was ended by the very action 
he strongly opposed. 
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Early, Jubal A. (1816-1894) 

Confederate general 

Jubal Anderson Early was born in Franklin 
County, Virginia, on November 3, 1816, and well 
educated at local academies. He entered the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1833 and graduated four 
years later midway in his class. Early initially saw 
service as a second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. 
Artillery and fought briefly in Florida’s Second 
Seminole War. He then lost interest in military 
matters and resigned his commission in 1839 to 
study law. Two years later, Early gained election 
to the Virginia House of Delegates and also 
served intermittently as state attorney. Once the 
Mexican War broke out in 1846, he donned a 
uniform to serve with the 1st Virginia Volunteers 
under General Zachary Taylor, but he performed 
little beyond garrison duty. Unfortunately, Early 
contracted severe rheumatism in Mexico, which 
rendered him stooped and gangly beyond his 
years. He then returned home to resume his suc¬ 
cessful political career and, in April 1861, was 
elected to attend the state secessionist conven¬ 
tion. Here, Early argued strenuously against 
secession, but once Virginia left the Union on 
April 17, 1861, he offered his services to his home 
state as colonel of the 24th Virginia Infantry. In 
this capacity, he commanded a brigade at Bull 
Run on July 21, 1861, acquitting himself well and 
winning promotion to brigadier general the fol¬ 
lowing month. 


During the next three years. Early, a coarse, hard- 
drinking, and rather profane individual, found 
himself catapulted into the front ranks of Confed¬ 
erate generalship. He performed capably under 
General Joseph E. Johnston through the Penin¬ 
sula campaign and was badly wounded at Wil¬ 
liamsburg on May 5,1862. He recovered in time to 
fight again at Malvern Hill the following July and 
subsequently served in General Richard S. Ewell’s 
division of General Thomas J. Jackson’s II Corps. 
Fighting valorously at Second Bull Run, Antietam, 
and Fredericksburg, he earned praise from both 
Jackson and General Robert E. Lee, who affection¬ 
ately referred to his crusty subordinate as “My Bad 
Old Man.” Early advanced to major general in 
April 1863 and was selected by Lee to contain 
General John Sedgwick’s Union force at Freder¬ 
icksburg, while he went on to win a stunning 
offensive victory at Chancellorsville on May 2-3, 
1863. He consequently rose to major general and 
further distinguished himself in hard fighting at 
Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863. In May 1864 Early was 
tapped to succeed General Ambrose P. Hill tem¬ 
porarily as commander of the III Corps at the 
Wilderness and Spotsylvania, performing well at 
that level of command. Then, promoted to lieu¬ 
tenant general as of May 31, he succeeded Ewell as 
commander of the III Corps in June 1864, where¬ 
upon General Lee detached him from the Army of 
Northern Virginia on a special mission. 
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In June 1864 Early loped into the Shenandoah 
Valley with orders to clear that strategic region of 
Union forces. On June 18, 1864, he defeated Gen¬ 
eral David Hunter at Lynchburg, Virginia, and 
pursued him vigorously out of the area. He then 
undertook the bold gambit of raiding the Union 
capital of Washington, D.C., brushing aside a 
small Union force under General Lew Wallace at 
Monocacy on July 9,1864. His sudden appearance 
on the outskirts of the District of Columbia forced 
General Ulysses S. Grant to siphon off badly 
needed manpower from his Richmond campaign 
to defend the seat of government. Ultimately, the 
VI and XIX Corps were dispatched. Early had 
toyed with the idea of attacking Eort Stevens on 
July 11, but he ultimately withdrew back into the 
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Shenandoah. Union forces under General Horatio 
G. Wright pursued him warily and then pulled 
back with the bulk of his forces. A force under 
General George Crook remained behind at Kern- 
stown, where, on July 24, Early suddenly turned 
on his pursuers, scattering them. He then deployed 
several cavalry columns northward, one of which 
burned the town of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
on July 13, 1864. Confederate success here greatly 
embarrassed the government and prompted Grant 
to take drastic measures to end diversions in this 
theater once and for all. 

In September 1864, General Philip H. Sheri¬ 
dan entered the Shenandoah with 40,000 men and 
orders to pursue and crush Early’s army of 18,000 
veterans. In quick succession, Sheridan defeated 
the Confederates at Winchester, September 
19,1864, and fisher’s Hill two days later. Early was 
forced to retreat farther down the valley until 
Sheridan stopped advancing and left to attend a 
strategy conference in Washington. Then Early, 
assisted by Generals John C. Breckinridge and 
John B. Gordon, unexpectedly struck at Cedar 
Creek on October 19, 1864, nearly routing the 
federals before Sheridan arrived to rally his men 
and launch a devastating counterattack. This 
defeat marked the end of Early’s celebrated 
Shenandoah Valley campaign, and he fell back to 
Waynesboro, Virginia, to recoup the survivors. 
On March 2, 1865, General George A. Custer 
suddenly attacked the Confederates, finally smash¬ 
ing the remnants of Early’s army. General Lee 
never held Early personally accountable for the 
debacle, but the Southern press blamed him for 
losing this strategic region, and he lost his com¬ 
mand shortly before hostilities ceased. 

After the war ended. Early fled to Mexico and 
Canada, where he composed his memoirs. He 
subsequently returned to Virginia in 1867 and 
played a significant role in the postwar period by 
championing the “Lost Cause” theory of the Civil 
War. He enjoyed a wide-ranging, popular audi¬ 
ence, since many hard-core Confederates simply 
refused to accept defeat gracefully. Early also 
resumed his successful legal practice and served as 
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the first president of the Southern Historical 
Association, which extolled the virtues of General 
Lee and blamed the loss of the war on subordi¬ 
nates such as General James Longstreet. Early, 
who never petitioned to have his citizenship 
restored, died at Lynchburg, Virginia, on March 
2, 1894—an “unreconstructed” Confederate to 
the bitter end. 
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Evans, Nathan G. (1824-1868) 

Confederate general 

Nathan George Evans was born in Marion County, 
South Carolina, on February 3, 1824, and he stud¬ 
ied at Randolph-Macon College. In 1844, on the 
recommendation of John C. Calhoun, Evans 
gained admittance to the U.S. Military Academy. 
Uninspired as a cadet, he acquired the lifelong 
moniker “Shanks” owning to his spindly legs. 
After graduating in 1848, Evans joined the 1st U.S. 
Dragoons as a second lieutenant and commenced 
a wide-ranging tour of frontier posts. In 1855 he 
transferred to the newly raised 2nd U.S. Cavalry, 
in which many future Confederate generals rode. 


Now a captain, Evans gained a reputation for fear¬ 
lessness in battle, and on one occasion, he slew two 
Comanche chiefs at the Battle of Wachita Village, 
October 1, 1858. The South Carolina state legisla¬ 
ture voted him an elaborate sword in consequence. 
Evans remained on the frontier until his native 
state seceded from the Union in December 1860, 
whereupon he resigned his commission in Febru¬ 
ary 1861 and joined the South Carolina cavalry as 
a major. 

Throughout the bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
April 12-14,1861, Evans served as an adjutant gen¬ 
eral for state forces. Two months later, he gained 
promotion to lieutenant colonel of the 4th South 
Carolina Infantry and subsequently commanded a 
brigade under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard in 
Virginia. While deployed at Manassas Junction on 
July 21, 1861, it was Evans who first detected the 
massive Union turning movement of General Irwin 
McDowell, consisting of 17,000 men. Evans, 
commanding only 5,000 soldiers, ably defended 
the Stone Bridge and obstructed their passage until 
superior numbers forced him back. He was then 
reinforced by General Barnard E. Bee and Colonel 
Wade Hampton, who were also driven off, but 
Evans’s delaying tactics allowed General Beaure¬ 
gard to react decisively and win the day. For his 
efforts he gained promotion to colonel, becoming 
one of South Carolina’s earliest wartime heroes. 
On October 21, 1861, Evans subsequently inter¬ 
cepted a column of Union troops under Colonel 
Edward D. Baker at Ball’s Bluff, Virginia, routing 
them with a loss of 214 casualties and 714 captives. 
This little disaster portended very large conse¬ 
quences for it induced Senator Benjamin F. Wade, 
a Radical Republican, to found the Joint Congres¬ 
sional Committee on the Conduct of the War. The 
committee operated as a political oversight board 
and was legally empowered to scrutinize, sub¬ 
poena, or arrest any Union leader for alleged mis¬ 
behavior. Evans, meanwhile, received both the 
thanks of the Confederate Congress and promo¬ 
tion to brigadier general. 

Evans acquired such notoriety that his com¬ 
mand, popularly known as the “Tramp Brigade,” 
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functioned virtually as an autonomous unit. He 
then marched it back to South Carolina in Decem¬ 
ber 1861 to take command of the 3rd Military 
District. There, Evans gained additional laurels for 
defeating several small Union incursions along the 
coastline. In the summer of 1862, he marched 
back to Virginia as part of General James Long- 
street’s corps and performed well at Second Bull 
Run that August. Evans then took temporary 
command of an entire division during the inva¬ 
sion of Maryland, fighting tenaciously at the bat¬ 
tles of South Mountain and Antietam. He then led 
the “Tramp Brigade” back to North Carolina 
where, on December 13, 1862, he fiercely resisted 
General John G. Eoster’s drive on Kinston. By this 
time, Evans, a known heavy drinker, was under 
investigation for dissipation on the battlefield and 
General Beauregard relieved him of command 
pending the outcome. Cleared of all charges, he 
resumed command of the brigade by summer. 

In June 1863 Evans was posted to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, as part of General William W. Lor- 
ing’s division. In this capacity, he fought under 
General Joseph E. Johnston at the unsuccessful 
defense of Jackson, Mississippi, on July 9-16, 
1863, and then transferred back east to Savannah, 
Georgia, for garrison duty. Beauregard, still com¬ 
manding the district, refused to grant him serious 
responsibilities, but once he transferred north, 
Evans became commander of South Carolina’s 1st 
Military District. Shortly after assuming control, 
he fell off his horse and sustained serious injuries 
that incapacitated him for the rest of the war. He 
was in Richmond, Virginia, when it fell to Union 
forces on April 3,1865, and fled west with Confed¬ 
erate president Jefferson Davis. After the war, 
Evans relocated to Midway, Alabama, to serve as a 
school principal. He died there in that capacity on 
November 30, 1868, a brave officer compromised 
by his addiction to alcohol. 
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Ewell, Richard S. (1817-1872) 

Confederate general 

Richard Stoddert Ewell was born in Washington, 
D.C., on Eebruary 8, 1817, the son of a physician, 
and was raised in Prince William County, Virginia. 
In 1836 he matriculated at the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy and graduated four years later as a second 
lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Dragoons. Significantly, 
Ewell rode with his regiment for 20 years. In 1845 
he accompanied the dragoon expeditions of Colo¬ 
nel Philip St. George Gooke and Stephen W. 
Kearny along the Santa Ee and Oregon trails. In the 
Mexican War (1846-48), he joined General Win¬ 
field Scott’s army and won a brevet promotion to 
captain for bravery at the battles of Contreras and 
Churubusco in August 1847. In the latter engage¬ 
ment, he escorted his wounded commander, Cap¬ 
tain Philip Kearny, to the rear and then led his 
company with distinction. Afterward, he resumed 
garrison duty along the western frontier and skir¬ 
mished several times with the Apache under Coch¬ 
ise (1855-57). Two years later, he accompanied 
noted explorer Colonel Benjamin Bonneville and 
helped survey the newly acquired lands of the 
Gadsden Purchase. Ewell next commanded Eort 
Buchanan, Arizona Territory, in 1860 before illness 
necessitated a sick leave back to Virginia. Though 
personally opposed to secession, he resigned his 
commission and joined the Confederacy once Vir¬ 
ginia left the Union in April 1861. Ewell then 
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received a lieutenant colonel’s commission in the 
infantry. 

On June 1,1861, Ewell was slightly injured in a 
skirmish outside Fairfax, Virginia, becoming in all 
likelihood the first Southern field officer wounded 
in action. He was then promoted to brigadier gen¬ 
eral on June 17, 1861, and commanded troops at 
Bull Run on July 21, 1861. There, General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard directed him to attack Union 
forces at Centreville, Virginia, but the orders were 
lost in transit, and he failed to distinguish himself. 
Nevertheless, on January 24,1862, Ewell advanced 
in rank to major general and assumed command 
of the division formerly led by General Edmund 
Kirby-Smith. He then joined General Thomas J. 
Jackson’s II Corps and bore conspicuous roles in 
the spectacular Shenandoah Valley campaign of 
that spring. Jackson and Ewell worked well in tan¬ 
dem, and they scored victories over General 
Nathaniel P. Banks at Winchester, Virginia, on 
May 25, 1861, and General John C. Fremont at 
Cross Keys on June 8. Jackson’s corps then shifted 
to Virginia’s peninsula to join the Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee. During 
the Second Bull Run campaign against General 
John Pope, Ewell was heavily engaged at Groveton 
on August 28,1862, and lost his left leg. He conva¬ 
lesced for nine months and returned to the field a 
lieutenant general as of May 23, 1863. 

After the smashing Confederate victory at 
Chancellorsville (May 5-6, 1862), Ewell was cho¬ 
sen to replace the mortally wounded Jackson as 
commander of II Corps. He then helped spear¬ 
head Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania with a bril¬ 
liant victory over Union forces at Winchester, 
Virginia (June 13-15, 1863), taking nearly 4,000 
prisoners. Ewell was preparing to march against 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, when Lee suddenly 
ordered him to assist General Ambrose P. Hill’s 
III Corps at the strategic road junction called Get¬ 
tysburg. On July 1, 1863, after a hard slog, Ewell 
nursed his footsore command into the town and 
drove out the Union XI Corps of General Oliver 
O. Howard. Then, in one of the war’s most con¬ 
troversial decisions, he elected not to storm the 
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lightly defended heights of Cemetery Hill nearby. 
At the time, Ewell was acting under discretionary 
orders from Lee to attack, “If possible.” However, 
this hesitation enabled Union forces under Gen¬ 
eral George G. Meade to consolidate their defenses 
on highly favorable terrain, which cost the Con¬ 
federates heavily during the next two days. Ewell 
justified his actions as pursuant to Lee’s instruc¬ 
tions, but thereafter he was highly criticized for 
potentially losing the battle. On July 2 and 3, his 
corps mounted numerous attacks against Culp’s 
Hill in the rear of Union positions but was invari¬ 
ably driven back downhill. Ewell subsequently fell 
back with the main army to Virginia. From May 
5-12, 1864, his command again was engaged 
actively in the bloody battles of the Wilderness 
and Spotsylvania, suffering heavy losses. Ewell was 
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then severely injured by a fall from his horse and 
Lee replaced him with General Jubal A. Early. 
While recovering, Lee ordered him to take charge 
of Richmond’s defenses. His most notable service 
occurred on September 29, 1864, when he rushed 
reinforcements to Fort Harrison and repelled a 
serious Union probe of the city’s defenses. Ewell 
capably defended the city until April 3,1865, when 
Richmond was evacuated by Confederate forces. 
While marching west, Ewell’s corps was cornered 
at Sayler’s Creek, Virginia, by General Philip H. 
Sheridan and nearly was annihilated on April 7, 
1865. He was taken prisoner and endured a brief 
spell of captivity at Fort Sewall, Massachusetts, 
before being released. After the war, Ewell retired 
to a farm in Maury County, Tennessee, where he 
died of pneumonia on January 25,1872. “Old Bald 
Head,” as he was affectionately known, was a tal¬ 
ented commander with many favorable attributes, 
but in terms of decisiveness and alacrity of move¬ 
ment, he proved no replacement for “Stonewall.” 


Further Reading 

Casdorph, Paul D. Confederate General R. S. Ewell: Rob¬ 
ert E. Lee’s Elesitant Commander. Lexington: Univer¬ 
sity Press of Kentucky, 2004. 

Cox, John D. Culp’s Elill: The Attack and Defense of the 
Union Flank, July 2, 1863. Cambridge, Mass.: Da 
Capo Press, 2003. 

Jones, Wilmer L. Generals in Blue and Gray. Westport, 
Conn.: Praeger, 2004. 

Newton, Steven H. McPherson’s Ridge: The First Battle 
for the High Ground, July 1, 1863. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Da Capo Press, 2002. 

Pfanz, Donald. Richard S. Ewell: A Soldier’s Life. Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998. 

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg—the First Day. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2001. 

Smith, Derek. Lee’s Last Stand: Sailor’s Creek, Virginia, 
1865. Shippensburg, Pa.: White Mane Books, 2002. 

Tumilty, Victor. “Filling Jackson’s Shoes.” Civil War 
Times A2, no. 2 (2003): 24-31. 



F 


Farragut, David G. (1801-1870) 

Union admiral 

James Glasgow Farragut was born in Campbell’s 
Station, Tennessee, on July 5, 1801, the son of a 
U.S. Navy sailing master. He relocated to New 
Orleans, Louisiana, with his family, and after los¬ 
ing both parents to disease, he was adopted by 
Captain David Porter in 1808. Porter subsequently 
arranged for Farragut to receive a midshipman’s 
commission, and during the War of 1812, he 
accompanied his adopted father on the famous 
Pacific cruise of the USS Essex. Many British whal¬ 
ing vessels were captured, and at one point Farra¬ 
gut, aged but 12 years, served as prize master 
onboard the Alexander Barclay. He became a pris¬ 
oner when the Essex was in turn taken by HMS 
Phoebe and Cherub on February 18, 1814, and 
sailed home. Captain Porter publicly lauded his 
adopted son for bravery in batde, and Farragut 
honored his adopted father by changing his name 
to David. During the next 45 years, Farragut ful¬ 
filled a wide-ranging variety of missions both at 
home and abroad. He then rejoined in father as 
part of the Caribbean “Mosquito Squadron” to 
suppress piracy in 1822. Farragut rose to lieuten¬ 
ant three years later and, in 1828, while command¬ 
ing the sloop Erie, witnessed the French and 
British fleets bombard and capture the Mexican 
castle of San Juan de Ulloa. This incident under¬ 
scored to Farragut the vulnerability of fortifica¬ 
tions to plunging artillery fire. He next fulfilled an 


uneventful stint of blockade duty during the Mex¬ 
ican War (1846-48); returned to Washington, D.C., 
to publish a number of technical treatises; and in 
1854 directed construction of naval facilities at 
Mare Island, San Francisco. By the time Farragut 
became a captain in 1855, he was regarded as a 
competent but relatively undistinguished career 
officer. He was also a longtime resident of Norfolk, 
Virginia, but after the Civil War commenced in 
April 1861, his pro-Union sympathies required him 
to move to New York. He quickly tendered his ser¬ 
vices to the U.S. government, but the Navy Depart¬ 
ment, suspicious of his Southern roots, restricted 
his activities to supervising a retirement board. 

After many months of officially imposed inac¬ 
tivity, fate intervened on Farragut’s behalf when 
President Abraham Lincoln sanctioned an 
amphibious attack on his home port of New 
Orleans. It was only after the intercession of his 
adopted brother. Commander David D. Porter, 
that Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles delegated 
the mission to Farragut. He now headed the West 
Gulf Blockading Squadron and for two months 
meticulously gathered a fleet of 24 wooden war¬ 
ships and 19 mortar gunboats off Ship Island, Mis¬ 
sissippi. On April 18, 1862, after carefully plotting 
his approach to the city, Farragut directed Porter’s 
gunboats to bombard Forts Jackson and St. Philip, 
on the Mississippi River, into submission. A week 
elapsed without the desired results, however, and 
the famously impatient Farragut ordered his fleet 
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to pass the forts at night and take the city by storm. 
On the night of April 24, 1862, he audaciously 
accomplished exactly that, sweeping aside a small 
Confederate flotilla at the cost of one vessel sunk. 
The river was then running high, and with his 
guns pointed over the levees toward the city. New 
Orleans surrendered on April 25 and was occupied 
by troops under General Benjamin F. Butler. 
This was a major Union victory with significant 
military consequences: The South lost its biggest 
port while the Union acquired a strategic base 
controlling both the Mississippi River and the 
Gulf of Mexico. A grateful Congress voted Farra¬ 
gut their thanks and promoted him to rear admi¬ 
ral on July 16, 1862; he is the first American naval 
officer accorded such high rank. 

Farragut followed up his success by running 
the fleet up the Mississippi River and operating for 
a time off the Confederate bastion at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. He tried to capture that vital city with 
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naval power alone but was thwarted by an inability 
to bombard the high bluffs on which it sat. He was 
eventually joined by the Mississippi River Squad¬ 
ron of Captain Charles H. Davis, whose lack of 
aggressiveness led to his eventual replacement by 
Porter. Farragut then sailed back downstream to 
assist General Nathaniel P. Banks in the reduction 
of Port Hudson, Louisiana, on July 8, 1863, which 
constituted part of General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
efforts at Vicksburg. Control of the entire Missis¬ 
sippi River from St. Louis to New Orleans then 
reverted back to Union hands for the remainder of 
the war. Farragut next began to plan an ambitious 
assault on the significant port of Mobile, Alabama, 
but ill health necessitated his return to New York 
for convalescence. It was not until the spring of 

1864 that he felt strong enough to resume duties 
with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. He then 
spent several months assembling his ships, chart¬ 
ing the waters in and around Mobile Bay, and 
marking torpedo (mine) fields as necessary. At 
dawn on August 5, 1864, Farragut led his squad¬ 
ron of four armored monitors and 14 wooden ves¬ 
sels past the guns of Fort Morgan. En route, the 
ironclad Tecumseh struck a mine and sank quickly, 
causing the entire squadron to back up. Farragut, 
lashed to the mainmast of the Hartford to better 
observe events, inquired as to the problem and 
barked back, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed 
ahead!” The Union fleet then crashed into Mobile 
Bay sinking a small Confederate squadron before 
tangling with and subduing the ram CSS Tennessee 
under redoubtable Admiral Franklin Buchanan. 
Fort Morgan managed to hold out until August 
23,1864, after which the second-largest Confeder¬ 
ate port was firmly in Union hands. In recognition 
of his second splendid achievement, Congress ele¬ 
vated him to the rank of vice admiral on Decem¬ 
ber 23, 1864. 

Farragut returned to New York shortly after to 
recuperate his health, and he missed the major 
naval effort at Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. He then partook of minor operations 
along the James River, Virginia, in the spring of 

1865 when the war ended. On July 26, 1866, Con- 
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gress again promoted him to full admiral, and he 
assumed command of the European Squadron on 
an extended goodwill tour through 1867. Farragut 
died in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on August 
14, 1870, one of the boldest exponents of naval 
power in American history. His contributions to 
the Union victory were essential. 
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Floyd, John B. (1806-1863) 

Confederate general 

John Buchanan Floyd was born in Smithfield, Vir¬ 
ginia, on June 1, 1806, the son of a planter. He 
passed through South Carolina College in 1829 
with a law degree and commenced a successful 
practice at home. In 1847 he parleyed his skills 
into politics by successfully standing for a seat in 
the House of Delegates and a year later served as 
governor of Virginia. As a politician, Floyd fully 
embraced slavery and states’s rights, but he proved 
ambivalent toward secession. In 1856 he strongly 
supported the presidential candidacy of James 
Buchanan and received the appointment of secre¬ 
tary of war in return. Floyd, lacking any practical 


military experience, enjoyed a stormy tenure in 
office amid rising claims of corruption and crony¬ 
ism. The bulk of accusations arose from his appar¬ 
ent mishandling of Indian trust funds and the 
alleged channeling of profits into the hands of 
friends and relatives. Floyd deepened his reputa¬ 
tion for controversy in 1860 by appointing Joseph 
E. Johnston, his brother in law, to be quarter¬ 
master general, over the heads of more experi¬ 
enced individuals such as Colonel Robert E. Fee. 
Once the nation was buffeted by the rising tide of 
secessionism, Floyd’s actions were viewed in a 
more treasonable light. At one point, he arranged 
for the transfer of 125,00 small arms to arsenals 
throughout the South, a move greeted with suspi¬ 
cion by many Northerners. Floyd simply coun¬ 
tered that he was making room for new stocks of 
rifled weapons that were expected soon. A con¬ 
gressional committee investigated Floyd and 
cleared him of any improprieties in February 
1861, but by then the issue was moot. Floyd, 
angered by what he considered the illegal transfer 
of Federal troops from Fort Moultrie, Charleston, 
South Carolina, to Fort Sumter in the harbor, 
demanded that President Buchanan countermand 
the move. When Buchanan refused to order Major 
Robert Anderson into compliance, Floyd resigned 
from office on December 29, 1860, and returned 
to Virginia. 

On May 23, 1861, Floyd became a brigadier 
general in the Confederate army. The following 
August, he assumed control of the Army of the 
Kanawha in western Virginia and was tasked with 
protecting the Allegheny Mountains from Union 
attacks. He waged a number of ineffective skir¬ 
mishes at Cross Lanes and Carniflex Ferry that 
September, losing valuable ground. However, the 
following December, he transferred his brigade to 
the army of General Albert S. Johnston in ICen- 
tucky, where he was assigned to command Forts 
Henry and Donelson. These strategic posts, on the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, respectively, 
constituted the first line of Southern defenses in 
the middle sector, and they were vital to the Con¬ 
federate cause. For this reason, in the spring of 
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1862, they became the objects of a concerted 
Union offensive under General Ulysses S. Grant 
and Captain Andrew H. Foote. On February 6, 
1862, Foote managed to capture Fort Henry with 
gunboats alone while Grant prepared to march 
overland to besiege the remaining post. 

For several days Floyd, in concert with Gener¬ 
als Gideon J. Pillow and Simon B. Buckner, 
deliberated about what to do. On February 6, 
1862, Fort Donelson’s gunners drove off Foote’s 
gunboats, but Floyd believed that his position was 
hopeless. The Confederates then sortied in 
strength against Grant’s besieging army the fol¬ 
lowing day, and they nearly broke through, but 
indecisiveness at the last minute allowed a Union 
counterattack to shut the defenders back into 
their fort. That evening, Floyd and Pillow made a 
fateful decision to escape with part of the garrison 
while Buckner remained behind to surrender. On 
February 16, 1862, Floyd and Pillow departed 
before Grant accepted the surrender of Fort 
Donelson—a major blow to the Confederacy. The 
entire affairs so disgusted Major Nathan B. For¬ 
rest that he disregarded orders and likewise cut 
his way to safety. Floyd then made his way to 
Nashville, where Johnston placed him in charge 
of evacuation efforts. However, once Confederate 
president Jefferson Davis learned of the circum¬ 
stances by which Floyd abandoned his command, 
he relieved him on March 11, 1862. This act 
should have ended his military career, but Floyd’s 
political connections ran deep, and in April 1862, 
the Virginia legislature promoted him to major 
general of militia. He then spent the balance of 
the year garrisoning saltmines and railroads in the 
southwestern portion of the state before dying at 
Abingdon on August 26, 1863. All told, Floyd’s 
flirtation with military command bore disastrous 
consequences for the Confederacy that he sought 
so earnestly to serve. 
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Foote, Andrew H. (1806-1863) 

Union admiral 

Andrew Hull Foote was born in New Haven, Con¬ 
necticut, on September 12, 1806, and raised in a 
strict, religious household. In 1822 he gained 
admittance to the U.S. Military Academy, but he 
matriculated only six months before receiving his 
midshipman’s commission in the U.S. Navy. Dur¬ 
ing the next two decades, he held a wide variety of 
billets both on land and on sea, rising to lieutenant 
in 1831. Ten years later, he assumed command of 
the frigate USS Cumberland and, consistent with 
his deeply held religious beliefs, made history by 
organizing the first shipwide temperance society. 
Foote subsequently launched a drive to ban alco¬ 
holic rations on navy vessels, which finally became 
official policy in 1862. He also agitated against 
flogging and zealously pursued antislavery activi¬ 
ties off the coast of Africa. Ashore, Foote was active 
in abolitionist activities, and in 1854, he published 
an account of his activities entitled Africa and the 
American Flag. In 1856 he advanced to command 
and took the sloop Portsmouth on a tour of Asia, 
where he witnessed British naval operations dur¬ 
ing the so-caUed Arrow War against China. On 
November 21, 1856, Chinese gunners at Canton 
mistakenly fired on his vessel, so Foote promptly 
landed 300 sailors and marines ashore, stormed 
four barrier forts, and killed an estimated 250 
defenders at a cost of 29 killed and wounded. He 
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sailed home in 1858 and received command of the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, a post he held when the Civil 
War commenced. 

In June 1861 Foote was ordered to replace 
Commander John Rodgers as head of the embry¬ 
onic Mississippi River Squadron, headquartered at 
St. Louis, Missouri. He assisted engineer James B. 
Eads in constructing several armored gunboats for 
use on the western waters. These 12 small vessels, 
mounting 143 heavy cannon, quickly proved 
invaluable assets for exploiting riverine warfare 
against the Confederacy. Foote also struck up cor¬ 
dial relations with the local military commander, 
General Ulysses S. Grant, who shared his strate¬ 


gic vision for offensive operations. Their first 
objective was Fort Henry on the Cumberland 
River, which Foote bombarded into submission 
on February 6, 1862, without army assistance. He 
next sailed on to engage the much stronger posi¬ 
tion of Fort Donelson on the Tennessee River 
while Grant marched overland to besiege it. On 
February 14 Foote engaged the Confederate bat¬ 
teries, situated on a high bluff, which subjected his 
armada to a plunging fire. He was rebuffed with 
severe losses and sustained a foot injury but refused 
to relinquish command. Hobbling on crutches, 
Foote next deployed his craft in concert with Gen¬ 
eral John Pope’s forces at Island No. 10 in the Mis¬ 
sissippi River. After several days of ineffectual 
bombardment, he slipped the ironclad Carondelet 
past Confederate defenses on the night of April 4, 
1862, cutting the garrison off and prompting its 
surrender three days later. The upper Mississippi 
River was now entirely clear of a Confederate pres¬ 
ence, but Foote’s declining health necessitated his 
replacement by Commander Charles H. Davis in 
June 1862. 

In light of his exceptional service, Foote received 
both the thanks of Congress and promotion to rear 
admiral as of June 16, 1862. He remained actively 
employed in New York as chief of the Bureau of 
Equipment and Recruiting, although he chafed in 
the role of a bureaucrat. Foote then lobbied for an 
active command, and in June 1863, he succeeded 
Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont as head of the South 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron. He never lived to 
accept command, dying suddenly in New York on 
June 26,1863. Foote made invaluable contributions 
to the Union war effort through his expertise with 
gunboats and his demonstrated willingness to work 
closely with army commanders. 
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Forrest, Nathan B. (1821-1877) 

Confederate general 

Nathan Bedford Forrest was born in Chapel Hill, 
Tennessee, on July 13, 1821, the son of an impov¬ 
erished blacksmith. He accompanied his family to 
Mississippi where his father died in 1837 and left 
him, at the age of 16, responsible for feeding a 
large family. Forrest never attended school and 
remained semiliterate throughout his entire life, 
but he proved himself a singularly driven man. 
After working as a day laborer, he learned to trade 
in cattle and slaves and eventually established a 
prosperous plantation. Forrest proved so adept at 
selling cotton that he became a self-made million¬ 
aire by the time the Civil War began in April 1861. 
He initially joined the 7th Tennessee Cavalry as a 
private and then received permission to raise and 
equip a regiment at his own expense as its lieuten¬ 
ant colonel. In February 1862 he fought well at the 
defense of Forts Henry and Donelson, and on the 
night of the 16th, he escaped rather than surren¬ 
der. Such initiative brought him promotion to 
colonel, and he gained additional laurels at the 
Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862), capturing a 
Union battery and advancing to brigadier general. 
In July 1862 Forrest was assigned to the army of 
General Braxton Bragg, a man for whom he 
expressed strong antipathy. He nonetheless per¬ 
formed well as an independent raider, and on July 
13, 1862, he bluffed the Union garrison at Mur¬ 
freesboro, Tennessee, into surrendering. Bragg, 
who viewed Forrest as more of a nuisance than an 
asset, subsequently stripped him of command and 
ordered him south to raise a new force. Forrest 
readily complied, and from December 1862 to 


January 1863, he accompanied General Earl Van 
Dorn on several effective raids against General 
Ulysses S. Grant’s supply lines. When Van Dorn 
later accused Forrest of hoarding captured Union 
supplies for his own use—a charge Forrest vehe¬ 
mently denied—the two headstrong cavaliers 
nearly came to blows. 

The secret of Forrest’s success was his ability to 
move suddenly, strike unexpectedly, and with¬ 
draw quickly along prearranged escape routes. His 
oft-quoted mantra of “Get there first with the 
most men” was germane to his success but also a 
luxury he seldom enjoyed. In fact, Forrest exhib¬ 
ited an uncanny knack for engaging and defeating 
forces much larger than his own. For example, in 
April 1863, he surrounded and bluffed the 2,000- 
man column of Colonel Abel D. Streight into sur¬ 
rendering to his 500 men at Rome, Georgia. 



Confederate general Nathan B. Forrest (Massachusetts 
Commandery Military Order of the Loyal Legion and the U.S. 
Army Military History Institute) 








Forrest, Nathan B. 661 


Forrest subsequently rejoined the Army of Ten¬ 
nessee under General Bragg that summer and 
fought well at the bloody battle of Chickamauga 
on September 18-20, 1863. However, Forrest 
became so outraged by Bragg’s unwillingness to 
pursue General William S. Rosecrans’s defeated 
army that a duel seemed in the offing. He then 
requested an immediate transfer, and President 
Jefferson Davis allowed him to set up an indepen¬ 
dent command in nearby Mississippi with a rank 
of major general as of December 4, 1863. From 
here, Forrest was at liberty to slash at Union sup¬ 
ply routes in Tennessee and northern Alabama 
while also parrying the occasional Federal thrust 
against him. The only serious blot on his military 
reputation was the capture of Fort Pillow, Tennes¬ 
see, on April 12, 1864, whereby he apparently 
allowed his men to lose control and massacre part 
of the African-American garrison. On June 10, 
1864, Forrest scored his biggest tactical success by 
attacking and routing General Samuel G. Sturgis’s 
10,000 Union soldiers at Brice’s Cross Roads, Mis¬ 
sissippi. However, he suffered a heavy defeat while 
operating under General Samuel D. Lee at Tupelo 
on July 13-15, 1864, and returned to raiding. He 
scored a spectacular success at Johnston, Tennes¬ 
see, nearly crippling General William T. Sher¬ 
man’s supply lines on his march to Georgia. 
Sherman grew so exasperated that he declared that 
Forrest must be destroyed “if it costs ten thousand 
lives and breaks the treasury.” He subsequently 
served under General John B. Hood during his iU- 
fated advance on Nashville, Tennessee, and he 
skillfully covered the Confederate withdrawal 
throughout December 1864. 

Forrest rose to lieutenant general in February 
1865 but his shrinking command confronted 
insurmountably steep odds. On April 2, 1865, 
General James H. Wilson’s cavalry corps drove 
Forrest and his troopers out of Selma, Alabama, his 


last and largest defeat. He finally surrendered to 
Union authorities at Gainesville, Alabama, on May 
9, 1865, and returned home to his ruined planta¬ 
tion. After the war, Forrest tried to recoup his for¬ 
tune but enjoyed little success. He spent the balance 
of his remaining years in Memphis, Tennessee, as 
president of a railroad company. Forrest also 
acquired considerable notoriety by founding the 
infamous Ku Klux Klan in 1867, serving as its first 
and only Grand Wizard. He subsequently dis¬ 
banded the group in 1869 after failing to curb its 
violent excesses against African Americans. Forrest 
died in Memphis on October 29,1877, at the age of 
56. His greatest leadership trait, a single-minded 
determination to succeed, probably makes him the 
Confederacy’s most accomplished cavalry leader 
and a partisan raider of the first order. Like Wade 
Hampton and Richard Taylor, he is one of only 
three Confederates who were elevated to lieutenant 
general without prior military training. 
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Gibbon, John (1827-1896) 

Union general 

John Gibbon was born in Holmesburg, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, on April 20, 1827, the son of a physician. He 
relocated with his family to Charlotte, North Car¬ 
olina, as a child and was admitted from there to 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1842. Gibbon gradu¬ 
ated five years later, having been held back a year 
owing to difficulties with an English course. Now a 
second lieutenant of the 4th U.S. Artillery, he 
accompanied his gun crew to Mexico in 1847 but 
saw no action. He next served in Florida by assist¬ 
ing Seminole Indians in their move to the Indian 
Territory (Oklahoma), from which he acquired 
lasting sympathy for Native Americans. By 1855, 
Gibbon was promoted captain and back at West 
Point as an artillery instructor where, in 1859, he 
published his seminal The Artillerist’s Manual. 
This text is significant in being the first American 
book on the subject, for prior to its appearance the 
army simply utilized the latest French manuals. 
Gibbon was stationed in Utah Territory when the 
secession crisis erupted in 1861 and his Southern 
origins caused a degree of suspicion among fellow 
officers. Nonetheless, and despite the fact that his 
three brothers served the Confederacy, he 
remained loyal to the Union. 

Gibbon first saw service by commanding a 
battery in the newly raised Army of the Potomac, 
and, on November 8, 1861, he joined General 
Irwin McDowell’s division as chief of artillery. A 


hard-edged professional and an excellent discipli¬ 
narian, he rose to brigadier general on May 2, 

1862, and led a brigade in General Rufus King’s 
division. In this respect. Gibbon differed from 
many of his West Point contemporaries by not 
despising volunteer soldiers. Instead, he paid them 
due respect, carefully trained them, and cultivated 
their loyalty. His command consisted of four regi¬ 
ments from Wisconsin and one from Illinois, 
which he outfitted with white pants and tall black 
hats to improve esprit de corps. The “Black Hat 
Brigade,” as they were initially known, experi¬ 
enced its baptism of fire at Groveton, Virginia, on 
August 28, 1862, where it was ambushed by Con¬ 
federates under General Thomas J. Jackson. Gib¬ 
bon calmly led his men into a battle in which they 
suffered 40 percent casualties but held their ground 
dutifully. He next distinguished himself in bloody 
fighting at South Mountain and Antietam, where 
General Joseph Hooker pronounced his troops 
the “Iron Brigade”—and the moniker stuck. Gib¬ 
bon subsequently led a division in General John F. 
Reynolds I Corps at Fredericksburg on Decem¬ 
ber 13, 1862, where he was severely wounded. 
After recovering, he was assigned to divisional 
command in the II Corps of General Winfield S. 
Hancock, and he fought actively in the ill-fated 
Chancellorsville campaign. 

During the first day of Gettysburg, July 1, 

1863, the Iron Brigade was one of the first infantry 
units to reinforce Union cavalry under General 
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John Buford. Gibbon led it into the thick of com¬ 
bat under General John F. Reynolds, where it 
suffered horrific casualties but again acquitted 
itself well. On July 3, 1863, Gibbon’s command 
absorbed the main Confederate charge by General 
George E. Pickett on Cemetery Hill, driving the 
Southerners off with heavy losses. At the height of 
the engagement, Gibbon received a second serious 
wound and was borne from the battlefield. After 
months of convalescence, he rejoined Hancock’s 
II Corps in time for General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
Overland campaign against Richmond, Virginia, 
in May 1864. Gibbon then fought capably at the 
bloody battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, 
and Cold Harbor before settling into the long siege 
at Petersburg. He rose to major general in June 
1864, but his formally cordial relations with Han¬ 
cock soured, and Gibbon was transferred to com¬ 
mand the XXIV Corps, Army of the James. In this 


capacity, he helped pursue the Army of Northern 
Virginia from Richmond in April 1865 and was 
one of three commissioners selected to arrange the 
surrender of General Robert E. Lee at Appomat¬ 
tox on April 9. 

Gibbon was retained in the peacetime estab¬ 
lishment with a rank of colonel of the 36th and 
then the 7th U.S. Infantry, and he was posted back 
on the frontier. In this capacity, his unit formed 
part of General George Crook’s column and was 
the first to reach the survivors of General George 
A. Custer’s 7th Cavalry at Little Big Horn. The 
following year, he played a prominent role in the 
Nez Perce War against Chief Joseph and was 
repulsed by the tribe’s warriors at the Battle of Big 
Hole, Montana, on August 9, 1877. Gibbon, who 
sustained his third and final wound in this fight, 
afterward befriended the chief In 1885 he accepted 
command of the Department of Columbia and the 
following year took charge of the Department of 
the Pacific at San Francisco. Gibbon retired from 
the army in 1891 and eventually settled in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, where he served as commander 
of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. He died 
there on February 6, 1896, a loyal Southerner and 
an outstanding combat commander. 
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Gordon, John B. (1832-1904) 

Confederate general 

John Brown Gordon was born in Upson County, 
Georgia, on February 6, 1832, and he studied at 
the University of Georgia. However, he quit school 
briefly to study law and subsequently managed a 
mine in northwestern Georgia. Gordon was also 
passionately pro-secessionist, so when the Civil 
War erupted in April 1861, he joined a company 
of mountain men called the “Racoon Roughs” and 
functioned as their captain. When Georgia author¬ 
ities declined to accept their services, he marched 
them across the state line to become part of the 6th 
Alabama Infantry. Gordon, despite his lack of pro¬ 
fessional military training, adjusted well to mili- 
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tary life, and in April 1862, he advanced to colonel. 
He then fought in the Peninsula campaign of 1862 
under General Richard Rodes, seeing combat at 
Seven Pines and Malvern Hill. In the latter engage¬ 
ment, Gordon assumed command of the brigade 
when Rodes fell wounded. That fall, Gordon 
helped spearhead the Confederate advance into 
Maryland, and he saw active duty at the battles of 
South Mountain and Antietam as part of General 
Daniel H. Hill’s division. On September 17,1862, 
Gordon’s brigade held the Sunken Road in the 
center of General Robert E. Lee’s position, where 
it beat off repeated attacks by superior numbers of 
Union troops. In the course of combat, Gordon 
was hit no less than five times, with the last bullet 
smashing into his left cheek, knocking him uncon¬ 
scious. In light of his sterling behavior, he received 
promotion to brigadier general, although he 
required several months for recuperation. 

In the spring of 1863, Gordon commanded a 
brigade of Georgia troops in General Jubal A. 
Early’s division. He fought well at Chancellors- 
ville and Gettysburg that year and performed 
exceptionally well during the 1864 Overland cam¬ 
paign against General Ulysses S. Grant. At the 
Battle of Spotsylvania on May 12, 1864, Eederals 
under General Winfield S. Hancock overran the 
Confederate salient at the “Mule Shoe” and 
threatened to break their line when Gordon 
promptly counterattacked and drove them back. 
Consequently, he gained promotion to major 
general and accompanied Early’s II Corps 
throughout the famous Shenandoah campaign of 
the summer and fall of 1864. As such, he bore 
conspicuous roles in fighting at Lynchburg, 
Monocacy, and Kernstown during the initial Con¬ 
federate resurgence and then at the losing battles 
of Winchester, Fisher’s HiU, and Cedar Creek 
against General Philip H. Sheridan. Afterward, 
Early’s army was broken up, and the survivors 
returned to the Army of Northern Virginia out¬ 
side Petersburg, Virginia. Gordon had yet to be 
promoted to lieutenant general, but he was never¬ 
theless tasked with conducting the final Confed¬ 
erate offensive of the war against Port Stedman on 
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March 25, 1865. Defeat here signaled the eventual 
collapse of Southern defenses, and Gordon con¬ 
ducted a tenacious rearguard action that allowed 
the Army of Northern Virginia to escape intact. 
He next fought at Sayler’s Creek on April 6, 1865, 
where most of the 11 Corps was captured or 
destroyed, and he briefly succeeded General Rich¬ 
ard S. Ewell as commander. Lee then appointed 
Gordon to draw up documents outlining his sur¬ 
render to General Grant on April 12,1865. He also 
received the special distinction of being allowed to 
lead the bedraggled Confederates out of camp, 
past Union troops lining the roads at Appomat¬ 
tox. When General Joshua L. Chamberlain unex¬ 
pectedly ordered his men to present arms as a 
token of respect, Gordon had his men do the 
same, thereby returning “honor for honor.” 

After the war, Gordon enjoyed a lengthy and 
successful political career. He gained election to 
the U.S. Senate in 1873 as a Democrat, becoming 
the first former Confederate to preside over that 
body. He also served as a leading voice for national 
reconciliation and urged Southerners to work 
wholeheartedly for reunification. He also prevailed 
on Northern politicians to end the period of 
Reconstruction and allow self-rule in former states 
of the Confederacy. As a spokesperson for the 
“New South,” Gordon was also a proponent of 
modernization and industrialization to assist his 
region in breaking from its long agrarian tradition. 
In 1886 Gordon was elected governor of Georgia, 
and two years later, he served again in the U.S. 
Senate. In a throwback to his earlier life, when the 
United Confederate Veterans was established in 
1890, Gordon was elected its first commander in 
chief He held the post at the time of his death in 
Miami, Florida, on January 9,1904. He was among 
the Confederacy’s most successful divisional com¬ 
manders and the only corps-level leader without 
professional military instruction. 
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Gorgas, Josiah (1818-1883) 

Confederate general 

Josiah Gorgas was born in Running Pumps, Penn¬ 
sylvania, on July 1, 1818, the son of poor farmers, 
and he was forced to quit school in order to help 
support his large family. After enduring a hard¬ 
scrabble existence, he gained admittance to the 
U.S. Military Academy in 1837 and graduated four 
years later, sixth in a class of 52. Gorgas was then 
posted as a second lieutenant in the Ordnance 
Corps, for which he showed considerable promise. 
He remained at the Watervliet Arsenal, New York, 
for many years and in 1845 spent a year in Europe 
to study foreign ordnance. He returned home in 
time to fight in the Mexican War (1846-48), with 
the army under General Winfield Scott. Gorgas 
acquitted himself well while sighting cannon at the 
siege of Veracruz, and Scott appointed him head 
of the ordnance depot there. After the war, Gorgas 
resumed his routine activities at a number of Fed¬ 
eral arsenals around the country. However, while 
stationed at Mount Vernon, Alabama, in 1853, he 
married the daughter of a former governor. After 
this time, he increasingly identified his personal 
interests with those of the South. Gorgas, who had 
lost a brevet promotion to internal army politics, 
finally rose to captain in 1855 and was command¬ 
ing the Franklin Arsenal in Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, when the Civil War commenced in April 
1861. After some initial wavering, his wife and her 
family prevailed on him to throw his lot in with 
the South, and he resigned his commission to join 
the Confederate army. 
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Gorgas was initially posted as a major within 
the Confederate Ordnance Corps, but President 
Jefferson Davis, acting on the advice of General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard, appointed him chief of 
Confederate ordnance on April 8, 1861. Thus situ¬ 
ated, he was now responsible for procuring, con¬ 
structing, and repairing all available weapons for 
Southern armies. On paper, Gorgas faced nearly 
insurmountable obstacles, for the Confederacy 
generally lacked an industrial base and possessed 
but a single cannon foundry in Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia. However, this heretofore unknown ord¬ 
nance officer demonstrated outright genius at 
organization and improvisation, and he soon 
established himself as one of the Confederacy’s 
greatest assets. To augment existing stocks, Gorgas 
instituted a systematized policy of thoroughly 
scavenging Union weapons and supplies captured 
on the battlefield. He next undertook a drastic 
expansion of existing factories and the addition of 
new ones, along with the concomitant gunpowder 
mills, foundries, and arsenals to manufacture 
rifles, pistols, swords, and cannon. Gorgas also 
founded the Confederate Nitre and Mineral 
Bureau to manage the utilization of all natural 
resources effectively. Realizing that the South 
could never match Northern industrial output, he 
dispatched numerous agents abroad to Europe to 
buy or barter for the requisite weapons, tools, and 
machinery. These items would then be transported 
home on a fleet of blockade-runners employed by 
the Ordnance Department. The system he origi¬ 
nated proved highly efficient, and during the next 
four years, the Confederacy acquired 600,000 
weapons, 2 million pounds of saltpeter, and 1.5 
million pounds of lead. 

Gorgas carried the process a step further 
through an ingenious system of decentralized dis¬ 
tribution to offset the Confederacy’s decided lack 
of railroads. It was administered by capable subor¬ 
dinates handpicked by Gorgas himself, and it 
worked surprisingly well considering the difficul¬ 
ties under which the South labored. Consequently, 
he almost singlehandedly kept Confederate field 
armies relatively well armed and equipped for the 


duration of the war. The Southern war effort could 
not have lasted as long as it did without his super¬ 
vision, and on November 10, 1864, he gained pro¬ 
motion to brigadier general. His supply system 
remained in play until the very last days of the war, 
and Gorgas himself surrendered to Union authori¬ 
ties at Washington, North Carolina, on May 14, 
1865. 

In the postwar period, Gorgas tried his hand at 
administering an ironworks in Alabama, and after 
it failed, he turned to education in 1872 in becom¬ 
ing vice president of the University of the South at 
Sewanee, Tennessee. After a stormy tenure there, 
he transferred to the University of Alabama as its 
president in 1878. Poor health soon necessitated 
his retirement, and Gorgas spent the rest of his life 
as the university librarian. He died in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, on May 15,1883, the most accomplished 
ordnance officer in American history—Union or 
Confederate. 
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Grant, Ulysses S. (1822-1885) 

Union general 

Hiram Ulysses Grant was born in Point Pleasant, 
Ohio, on April 27, 1822, the son of farmers. List- 
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less and idle as a youth, his father managed to 
secure him an appointment to the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1839. While in attendance, his name 
was mistakenly recorded as Ulysses Simpson 
Grant, which he formally adopted. Grant proved 
a lackluster student, displaying aptitude for horse¬ 
manship and little else, but he graduated midway 
in his class by 1843 and was commissioned a sec¬ 
ond lieutenant in the 4th U.S. Infantry. He served 
briefly at the Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, before 
joining General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Texas 
in 1846. When the Mexican War broke out, Grant 
was in the thick of fighting at Palo Alto, Resaca de 
la Palma, and Monterrey, and he subsequently 
transferred to the army of General Winfield Scott 
in 1847. During the advance on Mexico City he 
won two brevet promotions for bravery at the 
battles of Molino del Rey and Chapultepec. On a 
personal level, Grant opposed the conflict as an 
act of aggression against a neighboring country. 
After the war, he transferred to the western fron¬ 
tier for a long stint of routine garrison duty, rising 
to captain in 1853. However, the isolation and 
boredom took a heavy toll on Grant who, like 
many contemporaries, sought relief through 
excessive drinking. After officially being repri¬ 
manded, he resigned his commission in 1854 and 
rejoined his family at Galena, Illinois. For six 
years, Grant tried various business ventures, all of 
which conspicuously failed, and he ended up 
clerking in his father’s tannery. Only the onset of 
civil war in 1861 fostered a dramatic turn in his 
personal fortunes. 

Grant initially offered his service to the gov¬ 
ernment and was ignored. After he worked several 
months for the state adjutant general, Congress¬ 
man Elihu Washburne secured him an appoint¬ 
ment as colonel of the 21st Illinois Volunteers in 
June 1861. Two months later, he received promo¬ 
tion to brigadier general and command of the 
District of Southeast Missouri. Early on. Grant 
revealed his predilection for offensive operations 
by seizing Paducah, Kentucky, on September 6, 
1861, to keep it out of Confederate hands. On 
November 7, 1861, he attacked Southern forces at 
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Belmont, Missouri, drove General Gideon Pil¬ 
low’s Confederates out of camp, and then lost 
control of his men, who engaged in plunder. A 
sharp counterattack by General Leonidas K. Polk 
sent the Eederals fleeing back to their riverboats, 
and Grant luckily evaded capture. Consequently, 
Grant spent the next few months drilling and dis¬ 
ciplining his men while badgering the theater 
commander. General Henry W. Halleck, per¬ 
mission to attack Forts Henry and Donelson on 
the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, respec¬ 
tively. When Halleck finally acquiesced, Grant 
energetically attacked and took both fortifications 
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with timely assistance from Captain Andrew H. 
Foote and his gunboats. On February 15, 1862, 
Union forces experienced a close call when a Con¬ 
federate sortie out of Fort Donelson surprised the 
bluecoats in their trenches, and the Southerners 
nearly escaped, but a prompt counterattack by 
Grant shut the defenders up in their works. Gener¬ 
als John B. Floyd and Gideon J. Pillow then igno- 
miniously chose to flee rather than surrender and 
accorded General Simon B. Buckner that melan¬ 
choly task. Significantly, when Buckner formally 
asked Grant, an old acquaintance, for terms, he 
brusquely demanded and received unconditional 
surrender on February 16, 1862. Thereafter, the 
Union press lauded him as “Unconditional Sur¬ 
render Grant.” 

Grant, seeking to maintain the strategic initia¬ 
tive, struck south along the Tennessee River and 
made a lodgment at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, 
better known as Shiloh. On the morning of April 
6, 1862, his men were rudely surprised in camp by 
an entire Confederate army under General Albert 
S. Johnston, driven to the river, and nearly 
defeated. That evening, Grant luckily obtained 
reinforcements from Generals Don C. Buell and 
Lew Wallace, which enabled him to counterat¬ 
tack General Pierre G. T. Beauregard on the fol¬ 
lowing day and regain lost ground. The resulting 
heavy casualties raised a storm of criticism against 
Grant in the press, and he consequently was 
superseded by the tottering FFalleck for several 
weeks. After a glacial campaign against Corinth, 
Mississippi, FFalleck transferred to Washington, 
D.C., as general in chief, and Grant was restored to 
command. FFe then orchestrated an offensive 
strategy against the Confederate bastion at Vicks¬ 
burg, Mississippi, so as to cut the South in two. 
Through the winter and into the spring of 1863, he 
made no less than four direct and indirect 
approaches to the city from the north, frequently 
in concert with General William T. Sherman and 
naval vessels under Commander David D. Por¬ 
ter, but to no avail. But on the evening of March 
20, 1863, he brilliantly broke the impasse by 
marching down the left bank of the Mississippi 


River and, with Porter’s help, ferried his troops 
across below Confederate defenses. Striking inland 
with 25,000 men, he also launched General Benja¬ 
min FF. Grierson on an extended raid to Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, to mask his movements. Grant 
then cut his own supply lines and foraged off the 
land as Confederates under General Joseph E. 
Johnston and John C. Pemberton tried franti¬ 
cally to stop him. Federal forces aggressively beat 
the divided Southerners in four pitched battles, 
driving off Johnston and trapping Pemberton 
within Vicksburg. Grant then launched two fron¬ 
tal assaults on the city that were bloodily repelled 
before settling into a protracted siege of 46 days. 
When Vicksburg finally surrendered to Grant on 
July 4, 1863, the Confederacy had been fatally 
split, and he received promotion to major general 
and command of the Division of the Mississippi. 

Grant next turned his attention to Tennessee, 
where the Army of the Cumberland under General 
William S. Rosecrans was besieged at Chatta¬ 
nooga by General Braxton Bragg’s Confederates. 
Moving quickly. Grant sacked Rosecrans in favor 
of General George FF. Thomas, reestablished a 
reliable supply route (the so-called Cracker Line), 
and ordered up four divisions under General 
Sherman. Bragg had unwillingly played into Union 
hands by dispatching General James Longstreet’s 
veteran 1 Corps to besiege Knoxville, at which 
point. Grant fell on his diminished forces like a 
thunderbolt on November 25, 1863, in the twin 
battles of Lookout Mountain and Missionary 
Ridge. The Confederates were shattered and reeled 
back in defeat to Georgia. This unbroken string of 
victories now propelled Grant to the forefront of 
Union military leadership, and President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln arranged for his promotion to lieu¬ 
tenant general in March 1864. FFe also summoned 
his general to Washington to replace FFalleck as 
general-in-chief and formulate an all-encompass¬ 
ing strategy to crush the tottering but as yet defi¬ 
ant Confederacy and end the Civil War. This 
marks Grant’s greatest contribution to the war 
effort: promulgating a comprehensive, multi¬ 
pronged offensive that brought the full weight of 
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superior Union manpower and resources on the 
South. In the western theater, General Sherman 
was to depart Tennessee and march for Atlanta, 
Georgia, and thence to Savannah and the sea. In 
the Deep South, General Nathaniel Banks would 
lead an offensive up the Red River into western 
Louisiana as far as Texas to cut off any flow of sup¬ 
plies. In Virginia, the Army of the James under 
General Benjamin F. Butler was to attack along 
the south banks of the James River to threaten 
Petersburg. However, the main blow would be 
delivered by Grant himself to be aimed solely at 
the redoubtable Army of Northern Virginia under 
General Robert E. Lee. The contest, when it 
unfolded, would be a clash of giants. 

In the late spring of 1864, Grant directed the 
Army of the Potomac under General George M. 
Meade to begin the advance on Richmond. Lee 
countered by attacking at the Wilderness, May 5- 
6, where he repulsed Grant with heavy loses to 
both sides. But herein marked a paradigm shift in 
Union strategy: Though defeated, Grant did not 
withdraw; rather, he simply sidestepped to the left 
and continued inching toward Richmond. Lee fol¬ 
lowed and met him at Spotsylvania Court House, 
May 7-20, in another inconclusive bloody stand¬ 
off. Absorbing casualties stoically. Grant side¬ 
stepped Lee again, forcing him on a march to the 
North Anna River. The Confederates moved 
adroitly and blocked him, so, for the only time in 
the campaign. Grant elected on a frontal attack at 
Cold Harbor on June 3, 1864, to smash through 
Lee’s defenses. The resulting disaster cost Union 
forces 6,000 men in an hour and led to renewed 
accusations of Grant as a “butcher.” Since the 
opening of the campaign, the Army of the Potomac 
had in fact suffered 50,000 casualties, nearly one- 
half its strength. Lee, in contrast, sustained an 
estimated 30,000 to 32,000 casualties, roughly half 
that amount. But whereas Grant received a steady 
influx of replacements to keep his manpower lev¬ 
els more or less constant, the Army of Northern 
Virginia was slowly hemorrhaging to death. 
Grant’s strategy of movement and attrition was 
slowly paying decisive dividends. Later in June, he 


stole a march on Lee, slipped across the James 
River on June 12-17, 1864, and advanced on a 
lightly guarded Petersburg. However, Union bun¬ 
gling and a furious reaction from Lee stalled his 
offensive, and a protracted nine-month siege 
ensued. Grant’s most memorable attack, the so- 
called Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), was 
another costly fiasco owing to General Ambrose E. 
Burnside’s indecision. But, again, Lee’s finely 
tuned offensive army was immobilized in trenches 
as Union forces maintained both the strategic and 
the tactical initiative over their adversaries. 

By the fall of 1864, the new Union strategy 
hastened the Confederacy’s downfall. While Grant 
pinned down Lee in Virginia, Sherman seized 
Atlanta and approached Savannah with a view 
toward moving up the Carolinas. Also, a new force 
under General Philip H. Sheridan had cleared 
Confederates out of the strategic Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley, robbing them of their most important bread¬ 
basket. Sheridan then delivered the fatal blow on 
April 1, 1865, when he finally broke Lee’s defenses 
at Live Forks. Grant, judging the moment right, 
struck the Petersburg defenses with his entire 
army, and Confederate resistance crumbled. Lee 
managed to extricate his army and march west¬ 
ward, where it was surrounded at Appomattox 
Court House on April 9, 1865. Then, in a solemn 
ceremony, Lee met Grant and formally surren¬ 
dered under the latter’s very generous terms. Thus, 
a third Confederate force passed into the hands of 
“Unconditional Surrender” Grant, closing the 
bloodiest chapter in American history. 

After the war. Grant was retained in the peace¬ 
time establishment, and Congress honored him 
with a rank of four-star general in 1866. Hailed as 
the savior of his country, he then successfully ran 
for the presidency in 1868 and 1872, winning eas¬ 
ily. However, his tenure in office was marred by 
scandals that surrounded many of his appointees. 
No blame was ever attached to Grant who, through 
it all, remained personally untarnished. He then 
returned to private life and tried his hand at busi¬ 
ness, failed miserably, and went bankrupt. The old 
warrior, stricken by throat cancer, accepted his 
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friend Mark Twain’s advice and published his 
military memoirs, which proved surprisingly suc¬ 
cessful and rescued his family from insolvency. 
Grant died at Mount McGregor, New York, on 
July 23, 1885. With the possible exception of 
President Lincoln, no individual was more respon¬ 
sible for preserving the United States at a critical 
moment in its history. Grant’s strategic vision and 
tactical tenacity were the driving forces behind 
Union victory. 
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Grierson, Benjamin H. (1826-1911) 

Union general 

Benjamin Henry Grierson was born in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on July 8, 1826, and eventually set¬ 


tled in Jacksonville, Illinois. He taught music for 
many years before entering the mercantile busi¬ 
ness and watching it fail in the Panic of 1857. 
When the Civil War commenced in April 1861, 
Grierson joined an Illinois militia regiment as a 
private and fought Confederate guerriUas in neigh¬ 
boring Missouri. He impressed his superiors with 
his bravery and skill, and on October 24, 1861, 
Grierson became a major in the 6th Illinois Cav¬ 
alry. The appointment is curious since Grierson, 
who had been kicked in the face and permanently 
disfigured by a horse, thoroughly detested the 
beasts. He then rose by merit to colonel on April 
12, 1862, and subsequently distinguished himself 
by vigorously pursuing Confederate raiders under 
General Earl Van Dorn in December of that year. 
His skill and aggressiveness brought him to the 
attention of General Ulysses S. Grant, then plan¬ 
ning ambitious moves against Vicksburg, Missis¬ 
sippi. Grierson was to play an integral role in his 
strategy. 

On April 17, 1862, Grierson departed La 
Grange, Tennessee, with the 6th and 7th Illinois 
Cavalry, the 2nd Iowa Cavalry, and Battery K of 
the Illinois Light Artillery, totaling 1,700 men. His 
mission was to drive south through Mississippi 
and on to Union-held Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and tear up railroad tracks and telegraph wires en 
route. In this manner, he would create a strategic 
diversion, masking Grant’s impending moves 
across the Mississippi River. During the next 16 
days Grierson galloped hard, eluded numerous 
pursuers, and completely confounded the Confed¬ 
erate high command at Vicksburg. General John 
C. Pemberton consequently ordered all available 
units to try to intercept the elusive troopers, 
thereby committing his strategic reserve just as 
Grant prepared to strike. By the time Grierson 
successfully accomplished his mission, he had tra¬ 
versed 600 miles through enemy territory, cap¬ 
tured 500 prisoners, and tore up 50 miles of track 
and telegraph wire. In light of his exceptional 
behavior, he gained promotion to brigadier gen¬ 
eral in June 1862 and was retained in the army of 
General Nathaniel P. Banks during the successful 
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siege of Port Hudson. Grierson ended the year 
transferring back to Tennessee, where he com¬ 
manded a cavalry division in the XVI Corps of 
General Andrew J. Smith. In this capacity, he 
accompanied the ill-fated foray against General 
Nathan B. Forrest at Brice’s Cross Roads on June 
10, 1864, and was nearly routed. The following 
month, he was engaged closely under General 
Smith at the Battle of Tupelo (July 14, 1864), at 
which Forrest sustained a heavy defeat. 

In November 1864 Grierson accepted com¬ 
mand of the 4th Cavalry Division in the Military 
Division of Mississippi, but the following month, 
he was replaced by General James H. Wilson. He 
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then operated against General John B. Hood’s 
lines of communication during the Nashville cam¬ 
paign in December and, in February 1865, received 
promotion to major general. Grierson then joined 
General Edward R. S. Canby’s Military Division of 
West Mississippi, where he conducted numerous 
raids and forays deep into Alabama and Georgia. 
By war’s end, he commanded 4,000 troopers and 
was widely respected as one of the Union’s most 
adept cavalry leaders. 

Grierson was retained in the peacetime estab¬ 
lishment as colonel of the newly created 10th U.S. 
Cavalry, one of four units comprised solely of Afri¬ 
can Americans and white officers. During the next 
25 years, he led his so-called Buffalo Soldiers across 
the Old Southwest, fighting innumerable skir¬ 
mishes with Native Americans while also erecting 
miles of roads and telegraph wire. He also founded 
and directed construction of Fort Sill, Indian Terri¬ 
tory (Oklahoma), which served as a major frontier 
outpost. Throughout the final phases of the Indian 
wars on the Southern Plains (1878-81), Grierson’s 
10th distinguished itself in combat against the 
Apache under Chief Victorio by eliminating them 
as a raiding force in West Texas. He was also 
unique in championing the cause of African-Amer¬ 
ican soldiers at a time when many West Point- 
trained officers held them in disdain. Moreover, 
Grierson strove to deal honestly with Native Amer¬ 
icans, a policy that brought him into conflict with 
his superior. General Philip H. Sheridan. In 
November 1866 Grierson assumed control of the 
District of New Mexico, and two years later, he left 
his beloved 10th Cavalry to succeed General Nel¬ 
son A. Miles as commander of the Department of 
Arizona. Grierson finally resigned from the mili¬ 
tary in July 1890 and spent the rest of his life at his 
home in Jacksonville, Illinois. He died while vaca¬ 
tioning at Omena, Michigan, on August 31, 1911, 
being only one of a handful of non-West Point 
graduates to attain the grade of brigadier general in 
the regular army. His unstinting defense of Native 
Americans and African-American soldiers sadly 
deprived him of well-deserved military promo¬ 
tions for almost 24 years. 
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Halleck, Henry W. (1815-1872) 

Union general 

Henry Wager Halleck was born in Westernville, 
New York, on January 16, 1815, the son of farm¬ 
ers. He ran away from home to escape the drudg¬ 
ery of agrarian life, and in 1837, he gained 
admittance to the U.S. Military Academy. Halleck, 
a gifted student, graduated third in his class in 
1839 and was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the elite Corps of Engineers. After strengthen¬ 
ing the defenses of New York harbor, he ventured 
to Europe in 1844 on a grand tour of foreign forti¬ 
fications. He returned home a year later to deliver 
in Boston, Massachusetts, a series of lectures on 
warfare that were subsequently published as Ele¬ 
ments of Military Art & Science (1846). This was 
one of the first expressions of American military 
professionalism and was widely read by soldiers 
and militia officers alike. When the Mexican War 
erupted in 1846, HaUeck sailed to the West Coast 
with Commander WiUiam B. Shubrick, where he 
built fortifications and participated in minor mili¬ 
tary actions. Halleck became a captain in 1847 and 
spent the next eight years in California as secretary 
of state in the military administration of General 
Bennett Riley, where he helped draw up the state 
constitution. He then resigned from the military 
in 1854 to pursue law and amassed a small fortune 
as an attorney and president of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad. In 1861 Halleck furthered his 
reputation for scholarship by composing Interna¬ 


tional Law, another widely read and highly praised 
work. 

When the Civil War commenced in April 
1861, Halleck sought out a regular commission, 
and General in Chief Winfield Scott prevailed on 
President Abraham Lincoln to appoint him a 
major general. Halleck was then assigned to the 
Department of the Missouri, headquartered at St. 
Louis, to replace General John C. Eremont and to 
rectify his organizational chaos. A superb admin¬ 
istrator, Halleck quickly reduced corruption and 
inefficiency, improved military discipline and 
morale, and suppressed Confederate guerrillas by 
posting garrisons around the state. By the winter 
of 1861, the Missouri Valley was firmly in Union 
hands, and he turned to cracking the first line of 
Southern defenses in Kentucky and Tennessee. In 
Eebruary 1862 Halleck authorized General Ulysses 
S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee to attack Forts 
Henry and Donelson, which was done effectively. 
The following March, he helped orchestrate the 
fall of Island No. 10 with General John Pope’s 
Army of the Mississippi while General Samuel R. 
Gurtis’s Army of the Southwest won the Battle of 
Pea Ridge in Arkansas. He then allowed a con¬ 
certed drive down the Tennessee River by Generals 
Grant, Don G. Buell, and Lew Wallace, which 
culminated in the bloody victory at Shiloh (April 
6-7,1862). Halleck, alarmed by rumors that Grant 
had been drinking heavily, subsequently arrived at 
his headquarters to take command in the field. His 
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next objective, the strategic railroad junction at 
Corinth, Mississippi, fell on May 29, 1862, but 
only after a glacial campaign of three weeks against 
smaller Confederate forces under General Pierre 
G. T. Beauregard. Halleck’s plodding, uninspir¬ 
ing performance induced Lincoln to restore Grant 
to command in the western theater. Halleck sub¬ 
sequently was recalled to Washington, D.C., to 
serve as general in chief It was hoped his demon¬ 
strated talent for military administration would 
lend greater coordination to the Union war effort. 

As Lincoln predicted, Halleck excelled in the 
role as head military administrator, earning the 
unflattering but basically accurate moniker of 


“Old Brains.” From his office, he efficiently 
orchestrated a concerted mass effort to recruit, 
train, and equip thousands of soldiers over a vast 
area, thereby placing the Union army on a sounder 
wartime footing. This proved a very tall order in 
an army of volunteers, but Halleck managed to 
graft a veneer of military professionalism on an 
otherwise unruly lot. His principal failing was as a 
grand strategist, being overly cautious by nature 
and too concerned with the possession of strate¬ 
gic points. In an age of modern war, destruction 
of the enemy’s forces had become paramount, a 
concept that Lincoln the novice fully embraced. 
Halleck was also something of an aloof individual, 
who allowed grand strategy to drift over the next 
two years by failing to challenge commanders in 
the field. He also quarreled with General Joseph 
Hooker over how to handle General Robert E. 
Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania and ultimately 
replaced him with General George G. Meade. In 
March 1864, Union strategy received a major 
boost when Grant replaced him as general in chief 
and Halleck was graciously “kicked upstairs” to 
serve as chief of staff Thereafter, his impact on 
military affairs was minimal, and he contented 
himself in working as a highly efficient military 
bureaucrat. In July 1864 he left his office briefly to 
command Washington’s defenses during the cel¬ 
ebrated raid of General Jubal A. Early. Toward 
the end of the conflict, Halleck was transferred 
from the capital to placate Radical Republicans 
and was placed in charge of the Division of the 
James at Richmond, Virginia. There, he quarreled 
with General William T. Sherman about surren¬ 
der terms accorded General Joseph E. Johnston. 
The two men, previously close friends, were never 
reconciled from this dispute. 

After the war, the government unceremoni¬ 
ously transferred Halleck to the Division of the 
Pacific, where he remained until 1869. That year, 
he assumed command of the Division of the 
South, which he held until his death at Louisville, 
Kentucky, on January 9, 1872. In terms of overall 
ability and potential, HaUeck was the North’s most 
gifted, yet least successful, soldier. 
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Hampton, Wade (1818-1902) 

Confederate general 

Wade Hampton was born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, on March 28,1818, a scion of one of that 
state’s most distinguished families. Well-educated 
at academies, he passed through South Carolina 
College in 1836 with a law degree but declined to 
practice. Instead, he managed his family’s large 
plantation and estates, and he did this so deftly 
that he achieved great wealth. In 1852 Hampton 
parleyed his success into politics by winning a seat 
in the state legislature, where he functioned as a 
voice of moderation against a rising tide of seces- 
sionism. Curiously, Hampton, though a slave 
owner, openly questioned the continuing viability 
of the “peculiar institution” and opposed reopen¬ 
ing the slave trade, and while he felt the secession 
by Southern states was legally and morally justi¬ 
fied, Hampton insisted that it should not be 
attempted until all political and constitutional 
remedies had been exhausted. However, once 
South Carolina seceded from the Union in Decem¬ 
ber 1860, he offered his services to the new Con¬ 
federate States of America. The following April, 
Governor Francis Pickens authorized him to raise 
his own legion, a mixed force of cavalry, infantry. 


and artillery, at his own expense. Hampton obliged 
and served as its colonel, despite his lack of prior 
military training. The Hampton Legion first dis¬ 
tinguished themselves at Bull Run on July 27, 
1861, where Hampton was slightly wounded. On 
May 23,1862, he advanced to brigadier general and 
served under General Thomas J. Jackson through¬ 
out the noted Peninsula campaign of that year. 
Hampton was wounded again at Seven Pines on 
May 31,1862, and the following July, he was trans¬ 
ferred to the cavalry corps of General J. E. B. Stu¬ 
art, attached to the Army of Northern Virginia. 

Hampton proved himself to be an outstanding 
leader of mounted troops. He accompanied Jack- 
son throughout the Antietam campaign of Sep¬ 
tember 1862, conducted several successful raids 
over the winter, and subsequently fought at Brandy 
Station (June 9, 1863) where his younger brother 
was killed, and Gettysburg (July 1-3,1863), receiv¬ 
ing three wounds. Hampton, however, came to 
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resent Stuart’s tendency toward grandstanding as 
well as his reluctance to accord honors to anybody 
but his own Virginia cavalry. Nonetheless, he rose 
to major general as of September 3, 1863, and, fol¬ 
lowing Stuart’s death in May 1864, succeeded him 
as chief of the cavalry corps. Hampton’s greatest 
accomplishment in this capacity was the June 11- 
12, 1864, Battle of Trevilian Station, where he 
stopped a larger Union force under General Philip 
H. Sheridan from reaching Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Hampton then assisted in the defeat of General 
Winfield S. Hancock’s 11 Corps at Ream’s Station 
on August 25, 1864. The following month, he led 
what amounted to the largest rustling operation in 
history by raiding behind Union lines and 
absconding with 2,500 head of cattle from Cog- 
gin’s Point, Virginia. His troopers were then 
employed as makeshift cowboys as they herded 
their spoils back to Confederate lines. 

By the spring of 1865, horses were becoming a 
scarce commodity in the Army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia, so Hampton began to drill his men to fight 
as foot soldiers. General Robert E. Lee then 
detached his command from the Petersburg area 
and transferred it to South Carolina to forage for 
mounts. On February 15, 1865, he was also pro¬ 
moted to lieutenant general. Hampton then trans¬ 
ferred to the Army of Tennessee of General Joseph 
E. Johnston in an attempt to halt Federal troops 
under General William T. Sherman from march¬ 
ing up the Carolinas. When the state capital of 
Columbia was nearly destroyed by fire, Hampton 
entered into an angry correspondence with Sher¬ 
man about responsibility for the act, which the 
latter firmly denied. He also incurred a measure of 
notoriety by deliberately executing any Union 
stragglers found plundering private homes. With 
the collapse of the Confederacy in April 1865, 
Hampton made a futile attempt to escort Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis across the Mississippi River 
becoming one of the last high-ranking Confeder¬ 
ates to surrender. 

Hampton resumed his political career after the 
war and generally supported President Andrew 
Johnson’s attempt at reconstruction. He also took 


the unprecedented step of endorsing limited civil 
rights for newly freed African-American slaves. 
Hampton, however, came to deplore the excesses 
of the Radical Republicans and eventually aligned 
himself with traditional Democratic interests and 
embraced a racially tinged agenda. He was elected 
governor in 1876 and also served a term in the 
U.S. Senate (1879-81) before becoming the com¬ 
missioner of Pacific Railways (1893-97). Hamp¬ 
ton died in Columbia, South Carolina, on April 
11, 1902. A gifted, physically impressive individ¬ 
ual, he, like Nathan B. Forrest and Richard Tay¬ 
lor, was one of three Confederates to become 
lieutenant general without a professional military 
background. 
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Hancock, Winfield S. (1824-1886) 

Union general 

Winfield Scott Hancock was born in Montgomery 
Square, Pennsylvania, on February 14, 1824, the 
son of a schoolteacher with deep roots in the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party. Hancock used his father’s connec¬ 
tions to secure an appointment to the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1840, from which he graduated mid¬ 
way in his class four years later. Now a second 
lieutenant in the 6th U.S. Infantry, he served three 
years on the western frontier as a recruiting officer 
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before joining General Winfield Scott’s army in 
Mexico. In short order, Hancock distinguished 
himself in fighting at Contreras and Churubusco, 
winning a brevet promotion for bravery. He rose to 
captain in 1855 and saw additional service against 
the Seminoles in Florida and in Kansas during the 
period of abolitionist troubles there. Hancock then 
transferred to southern California in May 1859, 
where he functioned as quartermaster. Despite his 
strong pro-Southern sympathies, he deplored 
secession and after April 1861 took measures to 
protect Federal property. He also agitated for a 
combat command and transferred east to become 
a brigadier general in General George B. McClel¬ 
lan’s Army of the Potomac. 

Hancock fought steadily through the Penin¬ 
sula campaign of 1861. Tall, commanding, and 
impressive in the saddle, he emerged as one of the 
Union’s best commanders at the divisional and 
corps levels. At Williamsburg on May 4-5, 1862, 
his brigade outflanked Confederate forces, routing 
them. McClellan, who had witnessed the event, 
pronounced his performance “superb”—and the 
nickname stuck. Good combat leadership at South 
Mountain and Antietam in September 1862 cul¬ 
minated in command of a division in the II Corps 
with the rank of major general of volunteers. Han¬ 
cock next fought at the bloody debacle at Freder¬ 
icksburg on December 13, 1862, where his 
formation sustained 50 percent losses yet never 
wavered. He further distinguished himself at the 
heavy Union defeat at ChanceUorsville, May 2-3, 
1863, and mounted a steady rearguard action that 
allowed the battered forces of General Joseph 
Hooker to escape destruction. In consequence of 
his excellent performance. President Abraham 
Lincoln appointed Hancock head of the II Corps 
in June 1863. 

Hancock made his most essential contribution 
at the three-day ordeal of Gettysburg, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, under General George G. Meade. On July 1, 
1863, he rushed his II Corps to the assistance of 
General John F. Reynolds I Corps, assumed com¬ 
mand of Union forces from General Abner Dou¬ 
bleday, and completely stabilized Union positions 
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along Cemetery Hill Ridge and Culp’s Hill. On 
July 2, while commanding the Union center, he 
repaired the damage incurred by General Daniel 
Sickles insubordinate deployment of the III 
Corps and artfully shifted troops to the left to 
negate General James Longstreet’s turning 
movement. On July 3 the locus of combat reverted 
back to the Union center, and Hancock’s II Corps 
absorbed and bloodily repelled the determined 
charge by 15,000 Confederates under General 
George E. Pickett. In the last few moments of 
battle, Hancock received a severe leg wound, yet 
refused assistance until victory was assured. Sadly 
and ironically. General Lewis A. Armistead, one of 
Hancock’s best friends of the antebellum period, 
was mortally wounded urging on Southern troops 
against his position. 

Several months of recuperation passed before 
Hancock rejoined the II Corps, now operating 





678 Hardee, William J. 


under the aegis of General Ulysses S. Grant. 
Though still confined to an ambulance, he fought 
well in the bloody May 5, 1863, encounter at the 
Wilderness, driving General Ambrose P. Hill 
back several miles. At Spotsylvania (May 12,1863), 
his II Corps successfully stormed Confederate 
defenses at the “Mule Shoe” until driven back by a 
determined charge by General John C. Breckin¬ 
ridge. However, his men suffered inordinate 
losses at Cold Harbor (June 3, 1864) and entered 
the siege of Petersburg with decimated ranks. 
Hancock was also feeling the effects of exhaustion 
and his old wound, and on June 15, 1864, he 
passed up an opportunity to storm lightly guarded 
Petersburg, Virginia. He was then roughly handled 
by Generals Hill and Wade Hampton at Ream’s 
Station on August 25, 1864, and Grant, cognizant 
of his declining health, removed him from the 
line. Hancock next assumed new duties com¬ 
manding the defenses of Washington, D.C., where 
he also recruited the Veteran Volunteer Corps for 
garrison purposes. 

In 1866 Hancock gained promotion to major 
general, and the following year, he took charge of 
the Department of the Missouri. Here, he con¬ 
ducted operations against hostile bands of Chey¬ 
enne and Kiowa and also arranged for the 
court-martial of General George A. Custer for 
being absent without leave. In 1867 President 
Andrew Johnson transferred him from the fron¬ 
tier and assigned him duties as head of the Fifth 
Military District (Texas and Louisiana) during 
Reconstruction. He replaced the testy general 
Philip H. Sheridan as military governor, and his 
casual friendliness toward Southerners earned him 
the ire of many Radical Republicans. In keeping 
with his beliefs, Hancock issued orders to keep 
recently freed African-American slaves off juries 
and voter registration lists. General in Chief Grant 
angrily removed him for refusing to assert military 
prerogatives over civilian wishes, a stance endear¬ 
ing him to former Confederates, and he was exiled 
to the distant Department of Dakota. His row with 
the Republicans caught the eye of fellow Demo¬ 
crats, who needed a national standard-bearer, and 


in 1880, he ran an unsuccessful campaign for 
president against Chester A. Arthur. He then 
resumed his duties as head of the Department of 
the East with headquarters on Governor’s Island, 
New York. “Hancock, the Superb” died at that 
post on February 9, 1886, one of the greatest 
corps-level commanders on either side. 
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Hardee, William J. (1815-1873) 

Confederate general 

William Joseph Hardee was born in Little SaltiUa, 
Georgia, on October 12, 1815, the son of a wealthy 
planter. He matriculated through the U.S. Military 
Academy and graduated in 1838 as a second lieu¬ 
tenant of the 2nd U.S. Dragoons. Hardee saw fight¬ 
ing in Florida’s Second Seminole War but 
subsequently went to France in 1840 to study for 
two years at the Royal Cavalry School at Saumur. 
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In 1844 he joined General Zachary Taylor’s Army 
of Occupation as a captain and patrolled the Texas 
frontier along the Rio Grande. Ownership of this 
stretch of land was disputed with Mexico, and dur¬ 
ing a patrol on April 25, 1846, Hardee was 
ambushed and captured. Exchanged the following 
month, he fought under Taylor at Monterrey that 
September and then joined the army of General 
Winfield Scott during its march on Mexico City. 
Hardee won two brevet promotions for bravery 
before the war ended in 1848, and afterward, he 
resumed routine military activities along the fron¬ 
tier. In 1853 Secretary of War Jefferson Davis 
ordered him to compile a new drill manual, and he 
wrote Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics (1855), which 
served as a standard text for both Union and Con¬ 
federate armies during the Civil War. It differed 
from General Scott’s Infantry Tactics, first pub¬ 
lished in 1815, by recognizing the increased range 
and lethality of rifled weapons and calling for 
faster marching rates, dispersed formations, and 
increased reliance on skirmishers. In 1855 Hardee 
was posted with the newly organized 2nd U.S. 
Cavalry, in whose ranks rode future luminaries 
Albert S. Johnston, Robert E. Lee, George H. 
Thomas, Earl Van Dorn, Edmund Kirby-Smith, 
and John B. Hood. This regiment proved so out¬ 
standing in containing Comanche attacks in 
Texas—and was so overstaffed by Southerners— 
that it was popularly called “Jeff Davis’s Own.” In 
1856 Hardee transferred from the frontier as a 
lieutenant colonel and served as commandant of 
cadets at West Point. After four years of useful 
service, he returned to Georgia on vacation, 
resigned his commission once his native state 
seceded on January 19, 1861, and joined the Con¬ 
federate army as a colonel. 

In June 1861 Hardee advanced to brigadier 
and proceeded to Arkansas to recruit a brigade. He 
joined General Johnston’s Army of Mississippi 
commanding the III Corps and fought with dis¬ 
tinction at Shiloh on April 6-7, 1862. Promoted to 
major general, he then accompanied General 
Braxton Bragg during the ill-fated invasion of 
Kentucky. Hardee acquitted himself well at the 


bloody Battle of Perryville on October 8, 1862, 
inflicting heavy losses on General Don C. Buell’s 
Army of the Cumberland and winning promotion 
to lieutenant general. He then performed impres¬ 
sively at the Battle of Murfreesboro (Stone’s River) 
on December 31, 1862-January 3, 1863, where his 
clever flanking tactics drove the right flank of Gen¬ 
eral William S. Rosecrans back three miles. How¬ 
ever, Hardee greatly resented Bragg’s vacillating 
leadership, quarreled with him, and transferred 
out of the Army of Tennessee to train troops in 
Mississippi. He then rejoined Bragg in time to 
command his right wing at Missionary Ridge on 
November 24, 1863, where his valiant stand pre¬ 
vented the Confederate army from being destroyed. 
When Bragg retired from command. President 
Davis offered Hardee command of the Army of 
Tennessee, but he declined and served instead 
under General Joseph E. Johnston. 

Throughout the ensuing Atlanta campaign, 
Hardee fought well but futilely against superior 
Union forces under General William T. Sherman. 
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When Davis sacked Johnston and replaced him 
with General John B. Hood on July 17, 1864, he 
greatly resented being passed over. Moreover, he 
did not work well with the overly aggressive Hood, 
who decimated Hardee’s command in a series of 
ill-advised offensives against Sherman. On July 22, 
1864, Hardee surprised the army of General James 
B. McPherson at Peachtree Creek, killing him, 
but once Atlanta fell on September 2, 1864, he 
felt he could no longer function under Hood and 
requested a transfer. Hardee then received reas¬ 
signment to the Department of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida, where he continued oppos¬ 
ing Sherman’s march to the sea. He was forced 
to abandon Savannah to superior numbers on 
December 21, 1864, along with Charleston, 
South Carolina, in February 1865. Reunited with 
Johnston in North Carolina, he fought bravely at 
the battles of Averasboro and Bentonville on 
March 15-20, 1865, with his only son dying in 
the latter engagement. Hardee finally surren¬ 
dered with Johnston at Durham’s Station on 
April 21, 1865. After the war, he became a 
planter in Alabama, and he also served as presi¬ 
dent of the Selma and Meridian Railroad. 
Hardee, who acquired the nickname of “Old 
Reliable” on account of his steady leadership, 
died at Wytheville, Virginia, on November 6, 
1873, a superior corps commander. 
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Heth, Henry (1825-1899) 

Confederate general 

Henry Heth was born in Blackheath, Virginia, on 
December 16, 1825, the son of a navy midship¬ 
man. In 1843 he entered the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy and graduated four years later at the very 
bottom of his class. Now a lieutenant in the 1st 
U.S. Infantry, Heth ventured to Mexico in the 
final phases of the Mexican War and saw no com¬ 
bat. He then spent the next 12 years performing 
routine garrison duty at various posts along the 
western frontier. Heth rose to captain of the 10th 
U.S. Infantry in 1855 and finally fought against 
the Brule Sioux at Blue Water, Nebraska, per¬ 
forming competently. Two years later, he penned 
a manual entitled A System of Target Practice, 
which became a standard military treatise. In 
1858 Heth accompanied Colonel Albert S. John¬ 
ston on his Mormon expedition, again eliciting 
praise from superiors. He was not particularly 
interested in politics and did not favor secession, 
but when Virginia left the Union in April 1861, he 
resigned his commission and offered his service to 
the Confederacy. 

By August 1861 Heth was a lieutenant colonel 
in the quartermaster service under General John 
B. Floyd in western Virginia and commanded 
the 45th Virginia at Carnifex Ferry on September 
10, 1861. President Jefferson Davis sought to 
have Heth become commander of Confederate 
forces in Missouri, but Southern commanders 
there resented his West Point background and 
politically negated the transfer. Heth nonetheless 
rose to brigadier general in February 1861 and 
won appointment as commander of the Lewis- 
burg Military District. In this capacity, he fought 
and won several skirmishes against Union forces, 
but on May 9, 1862, he was himself defeated by 
Colonel George Crook and his 36th Ohio at 
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Lewisburg. Afterward, he relocated to Kentucky 
to serve under General Edmund Kirby-Smith, 
but he smarted over being in what he considered 
a military backwater. Heth began to agitate for 
another transfer back east, and in the spring of 
1863, he was appointed a brigade commander in 
General Ambrose P. Hill’s noted “Light Divi¬ 
sion.” His subsequently tenure with General 
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was 
accomplished but fraught with peril for the 
South. In May 1862 Heth fought under General 
Thomas J. Jackson’s 11 Corps during the Chan- 
cellorsville campaign. He accompanied Jackson 
on his masterful turning movement of General 
Joseph Hooker’s right flank, being slightly 
wounded. Later that month, his good behavior 
resulted in promotion to major general and com¬ 
mand of his own division. Personally brave but 
displaying a tendency toward rashness and a dis¬ 
dain for proper reconnaissance, Heth was now 
positioned to adversely influence upcoming mili¬ 
tary events. 

During General Lee’s invasion of Pennsylva¬ 
nia, Heth’s Light Division formed part of Hill’s 
111 Corps. On July 1, 1863, he was foraging for 
shoes near the vital road junction of Gettysburg 
when his skirmishers encountered dismounted 
cavalry under General John Buford. At that 
time, he was under Lee’s strict orders not to pre¬ 
cipitate an action until the rest of the army 
arrived, but nonetheless, he committed a brigade 
under General James J. Pettigrew to attack. When 
his men were pushed back by Buford’s rapid-fir¬ 
ing carbines, Heth brought up additional forces 
and renewed the struggle. The sound of battle 
attracted men from both sides, and an unsched¬ 
uled engagement unfolded. By nightfall, the 
Southerners had gained the upper hand, winning 
a solid tactical victory. But the hillsides of Get¬ 
tysburg were not where Lee had planned to fight, 
and for the next two days, he waged a bloody 
battle with Union forces on ground of their own 
choosing. Heth, by dint of his rashness, was 
responsible for this, and his behavior engendered 
dire consequences for the Confederacy. His divi¬ 


sion had incurred heavy losses while he himself 
sustained a serious head wound—surviving only 
because he had stuffed his new hat with paper to 
make it fit better. He recovered in time to cover 
the army’s retreat, although, at Falling Waters, 
Maryland, on July 14, 1863, his division was 
roughly handled by Union cavalry under General 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick. 

Despite his mishandling of affairs at Gettys¬ 
burg, Heth remained a popular commander with 
his troops. His division again was savaged by 
Union troops at Bristoe Station on October 14, 
1863, and he subsequently rendered useful service 
at the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, and in the trenches 
of Petersburg in 1864. On August 24, 1864, Heth 
scored a surprising victory over General Winfield 
S. Hancock’s II Corps at Ream’s Station, Virginia, 
taking 2,000 prisoners. He then remained with the 
army until the bitter end and finally surrendered 
with Lee at Appomattox on April 9,1865. After the 
war, Heth settled in Richmond as a businessman, 
although he eventually found employment with 
the federal government. He was also active in vet¬ 
eran’s affairs, giving speeches, and he also penned 
an extensive memoir about the war years. Heth 
died in Washington, D.C., on September 27,1899, 
a capable division commander when not given to 
rashness. 
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Hill, Ambrose P. (1825-1865) 

Confederate general 

Ambrose Powell Hill was born in Culpeper 
County, Virginia, on November 9, 1825, and well 
educated at home. He entered the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1842 and, after missing a year due to 
illness, graduated in 1847 as a second lieutenant 
in the 1st U.S. Artillery. Hill, known as “Little 
Powell” on account of his short stature, accompa¬ 
nied his regiment south during closing phases of 
the Mexican War, saw no combat, and spent the 
postwar period pulling garrison duty in Texas. 
Between 1850 and 1855, he served in Florida dur¬ 
ing difficulties with the Seminoles there and sub¬ 
sequently transferred as a captain with the U.S. 
Coastal Survey. Though a Southerner, Hill 
opposed slavery on moral grounds, but he also 
supported the notion of states’ rights. Accord¬ 
ingly, he resigned his commission in March 1861 
and offered his services to the Confederacy as 
colonel of the 13th Virginia Infantry. He com¬ 
manded a brigade at Bull Run in July 1861, but he 
saw no serious fighting. However, in light of his 
skill at training and disciplining soldiers. Hill rose 
to brigadier general in February 1862. It was dur¬ 
ing the Peninsula campaign of that year that he 
emerged as one of the finest divisional command¬ 
ers in the Confederate service. 

Hill initially served under General James 
Longstreet, an officer whom he came to dislike 
intensely. On May 5, 1862, he delivered a crushing 
blow to Union forces at Williamsburg, Virginia, 
winning promotion to major general and com¬ 
mand of a six-brigade division—the largest in the 
Confederate army. Under Hill’s expert eye and 
intense training regimen, it promptly became 
known as the “Light Division” on account of its 
rapidity of movement. He continued distinguish¬ 
ing himself throughout the internecine fighting of 
the Seven Days’ battles, invariably taking heavy 
losses but always driving the enemy back. But, as 
his relations with Longstreet were at the breaking 
point. General Robert E. Lee arranged his transfer 
to the II Corps of General Thomas J. Jackson to 
forestall a possible duel. The banty Hill, a flam- 



Confederate general Ambrose P. Hill (NationalArchives) 

boyant figure who disdained regular uniforms and 
who always went into combat bedecked in a bright 
red shirt, also failed to befriend the pious, spit- 
and-polish Jackson. The two men nonetheless 
worked well together on the battlefield at Cedar 
Mountain and Second Manassas in August 1862, 
and Hill received the honor of spearheading the 
Confederate drive into Maryland. Jackson, how¬ 
ever, became incensed by Hill’s lack of protocol 
and his slovenly marching order, and he had him 
arrested. Hill made the requisite adjustments in 
discipline and went on to to capture the Union 
garrison at Harper’s Ferry, personally receiving its 
surrender. He then performed his greatest military 
feat at Antietam against General George B. 
McClellan on September 17, 1862, by hurriedly 
forwarding the Light Division and rescuing Lee’s 



Hill, Daniel H. 683 


left flank from certain destruction. This proved to 
be one of the greatest forced marches of the war. 

Hill subsequently performed well at Freder¬ 
icksburg against General Ambrose E. Burnside on 
December 13,1862, and he accompanied Jackson’s 
flank attack at ChanceUorsville on May 2-3, which 
rolled up the army of General Joseph Hooker. Fol¬ 
lowing the death of Jackson, he was promoted to 
lieutenant general on May 24,1863, and appointed 
head of the newly formed III Gorps. But Hill, suf¬ 
fering from intermittent kidney problems, was 
increasingly ill, and his performance became 
uneven. His behavior at the crucial first day of Get¬ 
tysburg on July 1, 1863, proved uninspired, and he 
allowed General Henry Heth’s division to precipi¬ 
tate the battle before the rest of the army came up 
in support. His troops did manage to drive General 
John F. Reynold’s I Corps and General Oliver O. 
Howard’s IX Corps out of the town, but then they 
failed to seize the heights above. On October 14, 
1863, Hill subsequently stumbled into a well- 
defended Union position, commanded by General 
Gouverneur K. Warren, without proper reconnais¬ 
sance, and he lost two brigades in heavy fighting. 
On May 5-6, 1864, Hill’s corps nearly was over¬ 
whelmed by General Winfield S. Hancock’s com¬ 
mand, and he dropped out of active duty from 
fatigue and illness. He resumed active duty by June 
and fought in the defense of Petersburg, Virginia, 
expertly driving off repeated Union attempts to 
severe Confederate communications. Illness again 
necessitated a medical furlough of several months, 
but just as he was returning on April 2, 1865, Gen¬ 
eral Ulysses S. Grant ordered a massive onslaught 
that penetrated Southern defenses. Hill was shot 
down trying to rally his command. Irascible and 
basically promoted beyond his abilities, he still 
enjoyed a sterling reputation among fellow Con¬ 
federates; reputedly both Lee and Jackson called for 
him on their deathbeds. 
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Hill, Daniel H. (1821-1889) 

Confederate general 

Daniel Harvey Hill was born in the York District, 
South Carolina, on July 12, 1821, the son of farm¬ 
ers. His father died when he was a child, and Hill 
was raised by his stern Presbyterian mother, who 
indelibly influenced his social bearings. He also 
suffered from intermittent pain arising from a 
congenital spinal defect. Hill nonetheless managed 
to enter the U.S. Military Academy in 1838 and 
graduated four years later in the middle of his 
class. As a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artil¬ 
lery, he fulfilled a long stint of garrison duty in the 
Southwest before heading south to fight in the 
Mexican War (1846-48). A lion in combat. Hill 
marched with the army under General Winfield 
Scott and garnered brevet promotions for gal¬ 
lantry at the battles of Contreras, Churbusco, and 
Chapultepec. The South Carolina legislature also 
voted him an ornate sword as a token of their 
esteem. But Hill terminated his promising career 
in February 1849 by resigning his commission to 
work as a mathematics instructor at Washington 
College, Virginia. He performed much useful work 
and also arranged for Thomas J. Jackson to teach 
at the nearby Virginia Military Institute; Hill sub¬ 
sequently married Jackson’s sister. In 1854 he 
transferred to Davidson College, North Carolina, 
where his fine grasp of administration rescued that 
institution from insolvency. Hill departed David¬ 
son in 1859 to perform similar work at the newly 
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created North Carolina Military Institute. When 
North Carolina seceded from the Union on May 
20, 1861, Hill gained an appointment as colonel of 
the 1st North Carolina Volunteers. 

On June 10, 1861, HiU, assisted by Colonel 
John B. Magruder, fought and won the Civil 
War’s first sizable encounter at Big Bethel, Vir¬ 
ginia, by defeating Federal troops under General 
Benjamin F. Butler. This garnered him immedi¬ 
ate promotion to brigadier general the following 
August along with command of the Pamlico Dis¬ 
trict of North Carolina. In the spring of 1862, Hill 
advanced to major general and commanded a divi¬ 
sion under General Joseph E. Johnston during 
initial phases of the Peninsula campaign. He next 
distinguished himself in the Seven Days’ battles 
under General Robert E. Lee, especially at the very 
bloody engagement at Malvern Hill on July 1, 
1862. However, Hill’s outspoken, irascible disposi¬ 
tion militated against him when he openly criti¬ 
cized Lee’s leadership for the costly repulse there. 
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declaring, “It wasn’t war, it was murder.” He then 
engendered another controversy in September 
during the invasion of Maryland when a copy of 
Lee’s secret instructions (Special Order 191) was 
dispatched to Hill wrapped around some cigars— 
and ended up in the hands of General George B. 
McClellan. As Union forces then converged on 
the scattered Confederates, Hill greatly distin¬ 
guished himself at Crampton’s Gap (South Moun¬ 
tain) on September 13, 1862, delaying McClellan’s 
advance by four hours and allowing Lee to assem¬ 
ble behind Antietam Creek. He subsequently 
fought well defending the sunken lane against great 
odds four days later. However, Lee, still smarting 
from HiU’s inopportune remarks, declined recom¬ 
mending him for promotion to lieutenant general. 
Hill was so angered by the snub that he threatened 
to resign, but he was dissuaded from doing so by 
his brother-in-law, “Stonewall Jackson.” 

Hill was transferred back to North Carolina in 
February 1863 and then performed useful work 
defending Richmond, Virginia, during the Gettys¬ 
burg campaign. President Jefferson Davis was so 
impressed by his performance that he recom¬ 
mended him for a lieutenant generalship, and he 
transferred him to the western theater as a corps 
commander. Hill fought well at the bloody battle 
of Chickamauga on September 19, 1863, but he 
was impolitic in criticizing the leadership of Gen¬ 
eral Braxton Bragg. When Bragg, one of President 
Davis’s closest friends, complained about Hill’s 
behavior, Davis scuttled his forthcoming promo¬ 
tion. In the end, both men were removed from 
command, and Hill spent several months employed 
as a volunteer aide to General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard at Petersburg, Virginia. It was not until 
the spring of 1865 that he resumed field opera¬ 
tions by commanding a division in General Ste¬ 
phen D. Lee’s corps, and he fought at Bentonville, 
North Carolina, on March 19-21,1865. Hill finally 
surrendered with General Johnston at Durham’s 
Station the following April. 

After the war. Hill resumed his activities as a 
highly skilled academic administrator at Arkansas 
Industrial University (now the University of 
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Arkansas). He also actively edited and published 
several Confederate-oriented magazines for South¬ 
ern consumption, wherein he criticized General 
Lee’s generalship. In 1885 he transferred as presi¬ 
dent of the Middle Georgia Military and Agricul¬ 
tural College before dying at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, on September 24, 1889. Hill was among 
the South’s best and most hard-hitting divisional 
commanders, whose career was perpetually 
thwarted by his otherwise tactless demeanor. 
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Hindman, Thomas C. (1828-1868) 
Confederate general 

Thomas Carmichael Hindman was born in Nash¬ 
ville, Tennessee, on January 28, 1828, and relo¬ 
cated with his family to Ripley, Mississippi, where 
his father served as an Indian agent. He was edu¬ 
cated by tutors and at several private schools near 
Princeton, New Jersey, before joining the 2nd 
Mississippi Infantry in 1846. He then served in the 
Mexican War as a captain without seeing combat 
and returned home in 1848 to study law. After 
joining the bar in 1851, Hindman expressed an 
interest in politics, and he ran for office as a states’ 
rights Democrat. That year, he also supported Jef¬ 
ferson Davis’s gubernatorial candidacy and dis¬ 
played real ability as a fiery rabble-rousing orator. 


In 1853 Hindman himself won a seat in the Missis¬ 
sippi state legislature, where he remained for three 
years before relocating to Helena, Arkansas. A 
short, aggressive man who never minced his words, 
he made few friends among the political establish¬ 
ment, but his message of defiance toward the 
national government resonated with the voters, 
who sent him to Congress as a representative in 
1858. There, Hindman functioned as a radical 
secessionist, and in 1860, he backed the presiden¬ 
tial candidacy of John C. Breckinridge. Hindman 
then resigned his seat in order to serve as colonel 
of the newly formed 2nd Arkansas Infantry. 

Given his ambition and political connections, 
Hindman’s climb up the Confederate chain of 
command proved rapid. He advanced to briga¬ 
dier general as of September 28, 1861, and had 
risen to major general by the spring of 1862. 
Hindman now commanded a division in General 
William J. Hardee’s corps and acquitted himself 
well at the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 
1862) by repeatedly attacking the so-called Hor¬ 
net’s Nest. He then repaired back to Arkansas as 
the newly installed commander of the Trans-Mis¬ 
sissippi Department. Determined to transform 
this military backwater into a garrison state, 
Hindman strongly enforced conscription laws 
with prescribed punishments for failing to com¬ 
ply, and he raised 18,000 additional soldiers from 
scratch. However, his tactless and seemingly arbi¬ 
trary methods incurred considerable resentment, 
and at length he was replaced by the more accom¬ 
modating general Theophilus H. Holmes. The 
elderly Holmes diplomatically kept most of Hind¬ 
man’s methods in place and allowed him to carry 
out military functions. Consequently, Arkansas 
was well prepared to receive a Union invasion in 
the fall of 1862. Eager to engage the enemy, Hind¬ 
man secretly marched 10,000 men against the 
divides forces of Generals James G. Blunt and 
Francis J. Herron at Prairie Grove on December 7, 
1862. Having skillfully driven a wedge between 
the two forces, he inexplicably went on the defen¬ 
sive and gradually squandered his strategic sur¬ 
prise in piecemeal attacks. Thereafter, he requested 
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a transfer out of Arkansas and into the Army of 
Tennessee. 

Hindman remained without a command for 
several months, and his principal activity involved 
overseeing the court of inquiry investigating Gen¬ 
eral Mansfield Lovell for the loss of New Orleans, 
Louisiana. In July 1862 he was assigned a division 
under General Leonidas K. Polk at Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Hindman subsequently fought well at 
the bloody encounter at Chickamauga on Septem¬ 
ber 19-20, 1863, being seriously wounded. How¬ 
ever, General Braxton Bragg was displeased by 
Hindman’s performance and relieved him of com¬ 
mand. In January 1864 he further complicated his 
position with the Confederate government by 
endorsing General Patrick R. Cleburne’s sugges¬ 
tion to offer African-American slaves freedom in 
exchange for military service. Hindman finally 
took charge of a division under General Joseph E. 
Johnston and fought well during the opening 
phases of the Atlanta campaign before an eye 
injury necessitated his removal. He spent the final 
months of the war at his home in Helena. 

After the war, Hindman initially fled to Mex¬ 
ico to escape prosecution, but he returned to 
Arkansas in 1867 to resume his political career. He 
remained an outspoken opponent of Radical 
Reconstruction and railed against what he consid¬ 
ered “carpetbagger” rule by outsiders. On Septem¬ 
ber 27, 1868, Hindman was suddenly murdered in 
his home, probably for political reasons; his death 
was never solved. 
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Hoke, Robert F. (1837-1912) 

Confederate general 

Robert Frederick Hoke was born in Lincolnton, 
North Carolina, on May 27, 1837, the son of a 
politician. He was 17 years old and attending the 
Kentucky Military Institute when his father died, 
prompting him to quit school and manage the 
family cotton mill and iron foundry. After North 
Carolina seceded on May 20, 1861, Hoke joined 
the 1st North Carolina Infantry under Colonel 
Daniel H. Hill as a second lieutenant. He then 
fought with distinction at the Battle of Big Bethel 
on June 10, 1861, one of the Civil War’s first siz¬ 
able clashes and a Confederate victory. Hoke, by 
dint of superior performance, continued rising 
in rank, and by the time he returned home in the 
spring of 1862, he was lieutenant colonel of the 
33rd North Carolina. He again fought well at the 
defeat of New Bern on March 14, 1862, becom¬ 
ing the only Southern officer there to garner 
official praise. Hoke’s regiment then shuttled 
back to the Army of Northern Virginia under 
General Robert E. Lee, where he acquitted him¬ 
self well and captured an enemy battery at Glen¬ 
dale on June 30, 1862. After conspicuous bravery 
at Second Manassas in August and Antietam that 
September, he became colonel of the 21st North 
Carolina and part of General Jubal A. Early’s 
division. In this capacity, he commanded an 
entire brigade at the December 13, 1862, Battle 
of Fredericksburg, badly repulsing a determined 
attack by General George G. Meade. Against all 
expectations, Hoke ordered his Tar Heel troops 
to charge, and they did so ferociously, netting 
300 Federal prisoners. Consequently, he rose to 
brigadier general as of January 19, 1863, at the 
age of 26. 

In the spring of 1863, Hoke arrived in the 
Piedmont district of his home state to conduct 



Hood, John B. 687 


both anti-Unionist operations and round up 
deserters who had been terrorizing the country¬ 
side. He then returned to Virginia and was severely 
wounded during opening phases of the Battle of 
Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863, while defending 
Marye’s Heights against General John Sedgwick. 
Hoke consequently missed Gettysburg and was 
sent back home to recruit troops and collect 
deserters. In January 1864 he joined General 
George E. Pickett’s division in the failed siege of 
New Bern. Fortunately, he received an indepen¬ 
dent command and instructions to besiege and 
capture the Union lodgment at Plymouth, North 
Carolina, garrisoned by 3,000 Union troops under 
General Henry W. Wessels. Hoke methodically 
surrounded the Federal position and, assisted by 
the powerful Confederate ram CSS Albemarle off¬ 
shore, drove the defenders from a series of fortifi¬ 
cations. On April 20,1864, Wessels surrendered in 
one of the few Confederate victories on North 
Carolina soil. Consequently, Hoke received the 
thanks of the Confederate Congress while Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis personally promoted him to 
major general, the Confederacy’s youngest. When 
Hoke rejoined the Army of Northern Virginia 
again that summer, much was expected of this 
accomplished young warrior. 

Unfortunately, Hoke had been advanced 
beyond his abilities. He fought well enough under 
General Pierre G. T. Beauregard at Drewry’s 
Bluff on May 10, 1864, which sealed General Ben¬ 
jamin F. Butler on the peninsula of Bermuda 
Hundred. But in a series of battles commencing 
with Cold Harbor on June 3, 1864, Hoke appar¬ 
ently lost his earlier dash and seemed incapable of 
coordinating his movement with other leaders. 
On June 24, 1864, his attack near Petersburg 
recoiled with heavy losses, and the following Sep¬ 
tember, he failed, after three charges, to capture 
Union-held Fort Harrison. His division was then 
pulled from the line and sent to bolster the defenses 
of Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Carolina, under 
General Braxton Bragg. On January 15, Bragg 
forbade him from launching an attack on Federal 
troops that may have prevented the fort from fall¬ 


ing to General Alfred H. Terry. Hoke then trans¬ 
ferred to the Army of Tennessee under General 
Joseph E. Johnston, seeing active duty at the Bat¬ 
tle of Bentonville (March 19-21, 1865). He finally 
surrendered his sword to Union forces at Durham 
Station the following April. 

After the war, Hoke resumed his commercial 
activities and also served as director of the North 
Carolina Railroad. Despite his wartime celebrity, 
he avoided publicity and died in near obscurity in 
Raleigh on July 3, 1912. Hoke County, North 
Carolina, subsequently was created in honor of his 
memory. 
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Hood, John B. (1831-1879) 

Confederate general 

John Bell Hood was born in Owingsville, Ken¬ 
tucky, on June 1, 1831, the son of a physician. He 
was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy in 
1849, proved something of a sullen, undistin¬ 
guished student, and graduated four years later as 
a second lieutenant in the 4th U.S. Infantry. Hood 
reported for duty in California, but in 1855, he 
transferred to the newly created 2nd U.S. Cavalry 
under Colonel Albert S. Johnston. Hood rode 
with him for several years in Texas, waged numer¬ 
ous skirmishes with the Comanche, and was 
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wounded on one occasion. When the Civil War 
broke out in April 1861, Hood had no reservations 
about resigning his commission to fight for the 
South. However, because his native state of Ken¬ 
tucky remained neutral, he entered Confederate 
service from his adopted state of Texas. Hood 
spent several months in Virginia where he func¬ 
tioned as a cavalry instructor under General John 
B. Magruder at Yorktown, Virginia, winning 
plaudits from superiors, but in October 1861, he 
switched back to the infantry as a colonel of the 
4th Texas, and in February 1862, Hood advanced 
to brigadier general commanding the famous 
“Texas Brigade.” Leading by example from the 
front and imposing an iron hand on his unruly 
recruits, he transformed them into the shock 
troops of the Confederacy. 

Hood fought with great gallantry through 
the 1862 Peninsula campaign, acquiring the 


well-deserved reputation as a “fighting general.” 
At the Battle of Gaines’s Mill, June 27, 1863, his 
Texans crashed through Union lines, took sev¬ 
eral cannon, and forced General Fitz John Por¬ 
ter to retreat. The following August, Hood 
distinguished himself in combat at Second 
Manassas as part of General James Longstreet’s 
1 Corps, where he delivered a flank attack that 
sent the Union army of General John Pope reel¬ 
ing. In September, his Texans successfully fended 
off the attacks of two Union Corps at Antietam, 
sparing General Robert E. Lee’s center—while 
nearly being annihilated in the process. He con¬ 
sequently rose to the rank of the major general 
the following October. His next big engagement 
was at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863, where he drove 
the advance troops of General Daniel Sickles 
from Devil’s Den before sustaining a crippling 
arm wound. He next spent several week recuper¬ 
ating before accompanying Longstreet to rein¬ 
force the Army of Tennessee under General 
Braxton Bragg. On September 20, 1863, in the 
bloody battle of Chickamauga, he delivered a 
crushing assault that nearly destroyed the Army 
of the Cumberland under General William S. 
Rosecrans, losing his left leg in the process. 
Thereafter, the aggressive Kentuckian had to be 
strapped into his saddle while campaigning. He 
then rose to lieutenant general as of February 
1864 and to command of a corps under General 
Joseph E. Johnston in the Atlanta campaign. 

Hood, a devotee of massed assaults, did not 
work well with Johnston, a master of set-piece 
defensive tactics, and the Army of Tennessee was 
forced to yield before the superior numbers of 
General William T. Sherman. On July 17, Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis, discouraged by Johnston’s 
inability to halt the Union advance, suddenly 
replaced him with Hood. Predictably, Confeder¬ 
ate strategy switched to the offensive, and Hood 
was heavily repulsed at Peachtree Creek, Atlanta, 
and Ezra Church on July 20, 22, and 28, 1864. At 
length, the Confederates were forced to abandon 
Atlanta to Sherman on September 1, 1864, and 
General William J. Hardee, expressing no confi- 
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dence in Hood’s ability to lead, requested a trans¬ 
fer. When Sherman subsequently marched from 
Atlanta to Savannah and the sea, Hood saw a stra¬ 
tegic opportunity to lure him back. He collected 
the Army of Tennessee and rapidly marched 
westward in Alabama to attack Union lines of 
communication. When that ploy failed to distract 
Sherman, Hood redirected his line of march 
north into Tennessee and a possible drive to the 
Ohio River. On November 29, 1864, he failed to 
trap a portion of the Union army under John M. 
Schofield at Spring Hill and then pursued them 
to Franklin. There, on November 30, 1864—and 
despite the protests of his subordinates—Hood 
launched a series of frontal assaults on prepared 
Union positions that were bloodily and predict¬ 
ably shattered. Six Confederate generals, includ¬ 
ing the irreplaceable Patrick R. Cleburne, fell 
that day. Hood then followed Schofield until he 
fell back on General George H. Thomas’s Union 
army at Nashville. Though severely depleted in 
numbers and lacking sufficient artillery, the stub¬ 
born Kentuckian entrenched his men around the 
city, daring Thomas to attack him. On December 
15-16, 1864, the unhurried Thomas obliged him, 
completely shattering the Confederates. The once 
mighty Army of Tennessee dissolved into a mass 
of refugees, and Hood was relieved of command 
at his own request on January 23, 1865. He was 
succeeded by General Richard Taylor and, in 
Mississippi, he finally surrendered to Union 
authorities at Natchez on May 31, 1865. 

Hood retired to New Orleans, Louisiana, to 
work in the insurance industry, and he also 
penned an excellent, if vitriolic, set of memoirs 
which matter of factly blamed Bragg and John¬ 
ston for losing the war. Not surprisingly, he studi¬ 
ously downplayed his own role in the western 
disasters. After surviving poverty for many years, 
Hood died of yellow fever on August 30, 1879, at 
the age of 48. Unquestionably one of the Givil 
War’s bravest, most aggressive, and most tena¬ 
cious division-level fighters, he was simply out of 
his depth at higher command—with disastrous 
results for the South. 
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Hooker, Joseph (1814-1879) 

Union general 

Joseph Hooker was born in Hadley, Massachu¬ 
setts, on November 13, 1814, the son of a busi¬ 
nessman. Declining to follow his father’s 
profession, he gained admission to the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1837 and graduated four years 
later as a second lieutenant of artillery. Hooker 
initially saw active duty in Florida’s Second Semi¬ 
nole War, where he rose to first lieutenant, and he 
subsequently returned to West Point to serve as 
adjutant. During the Mexican War (1846-48), he 
served as a staff officer under General Zachary 
Taylor and Winfield Scott, but he managed to 
see extensive combat and won three consecutive 
brevet promotions in fighting at Monterrey, 
National Bridge, and Chapultepec. During the 
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trial of General Gideon Pillow, he testified favor¬ 
ably on his behalf and gained the lasting enmity of 
Scott. After the war. Hooker was reassigned to the 
Division of the Pacific in California where, dissat¬ 
isfied with slow promotions, he resigned his com¬ 
mission in 1853. Hooker then pursued farming 
and also served as a colonel in the militia until the 
Civil War erupted in April 1861. He immediately 
tendered his services to the army, but he was not 
offered a commission—possibly because of the 
obstruction of Scott, now general in chief Hooker 
then traveled to Washington, D.C., where he 
finally landed a brigadier general’s commission on 
May 17, 1861, and assignment to the capital’s 
defenses. He performed well and was chosen by 
General George B. McClellan to command a 
division in the newly formed Army of the 
Potomac. 

Hooker first saw fighting in the Peninsula 
campaign of 1862, with General Samuel P. Heint- 
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zelman’s III Corps, and he was closely engaged 
with General James Longstreet in the hard- 
fought encounter at Williamsburg on May 5,1862. 
His bravery proved so conspicuous that he won 
both promotion to major general and the nick¬ 
name “Fighting Joe.” After more distinguished 
service under General John Pope at Second Manas¬ 
sas the following August, Hooker was closely 
engaged at South Mountain and Antietam, Mary¬ 
land, in September 1862. During the latter contest, 
he orchestrated a heavy attack against General 
Robert E. Lee’s left wing and might have prevailed 
had he been properly supported. General Ambrose 
Burnside subsequently appointed him to com¬ 
mand a grand division of two corps at Fredericks¬ 
burg on December 13, 1862, where he was one of 
few Union officers to garner any distinction. 
Hooker, loud and indiscrete, openly complained 
about Burnside’s leadership. President Abraham 
Lincoln appointed him the new commander of 
the Army of the Potomac in January 1863. Hooker 
also gained a measure of notoriety in political cir¬ 
cles by stating that both the army and the nation 
needed a dictator to win the war. “Only those gen¬ 
erals who gain success can set up dictators,” Lin¬ 
coln advised him. “What I ask of you is military 
success and I will risk the dictatorship.” 

Hooker displayed considerable skill reorganiz¬ 
ing and reinvigorating the much abused Army of 
the Potomac, and by May 1862, he possessed a 
splendidly trained and equipped force of 132,000 
men—twice the size of General Robert E. Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia. He then embarked on 
a bold strategy to slide around Lee’s left flank 
through a rapid crossing of the Rapidan and Rap¬ 
pahannock rivers. Hooker’s ploy worked bril¬ 
liantly, and on May 1, 1863, his army was massed 
in a densely wooded area known as the Wilder¬ 
ness, only 10 miles from the unsuspecting Confed¬ 
erates. However, Lee took the even bolder 
expedient of dividing his army in the face of the 
enemy and dispatching the II Corps of General 
Thomas J. Jackson to swing around and hit 
Hooker’s own exposed right. Hooker, inexplica¬ 
bly, then lost his nerve and went on the defense. 
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forfeiting all tactical initiative to the Confederates. 
He had also dispatched the bulk of his cavalry 
under General George Stoneman on a lengthy 
raid, thereby depriving himself of reconnaissance 
abilities that may have detected the enemy’s 
approach. On May 2, Jackson launched his mas¬ 
terful flank attack, which routed the XI Corps of 
General Oliver O. Howard. Hooker then ordered 
his army, largely intact, strongly posted, and full of 
fight, to retreat over the protests of his generals. 
This closed the ill-fated ChancellorsviUe cam¬ 
paign, which ruined Hooker’s reputation and cost 
the Union 17,000 men. Lincoln and General in 
Chief Henry W. Halleck apparently also lost 
confidence in him and so interfered with his initial 
moves during the Gettysburg campaign that 
Hooker resigned three days before that fateful 
encounter transpired. He was hurriedly replaced 
by General George G. Meade. 

In the fall of 1863, Hooker transferred to the 
western theater to serve under General Ulysses S. 
Grant, where he commanded the XI and XII 
Corps. In this capacity, he won a striking victory at 
Lookout Mountain on November 24, 1863, win¬ 
ning a major general’s brevet in the regular army. 
Three days later, he sparred heavily with General 
Patrick R. Gleburne at Ringgold Gap, Georgia, 
and was unable to push back the Southern rear¬ 
guard. Nevertheless, the following spring, he led 
the new XX Corps under General William T. 
Sherman in the Atlanta campaign, again distin¬ 
guishing himself in several hard-fought battles. 
However, when General James B. McPherson 
was killed outside Atlanta on July 22, 1864, Sher¬ 
man appointed General Howard—an officer of far 
less seniority—to succeeded him as commander of 
the Army of Tennessee. Hooker, enraged by the 
snub, promptly submitted his resignation in pro¬ 
test. He spent the balance of the war heading the 
Northern Department, a quiet sector. 

After the war. Hooker led the Department of 
the East and the Department of the Lakes before 
resigning in 1868. He then lived in quiet seclusion 
until his death at Garden City, New York, on Octo¬ 
ber 31, 1879, one of the Union’s best corps com¬ 


manders, an aggressive tactician who invariably 
inflicted more damage than he received. Unfortu¬ 
nately, his headstrong nature, sharp tongue, and 
indiscrete behavior alienated many around him 
and militated against his advancement. 
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Howard, Oliver O. (1830-1909) 

Union general 

Oliver Otis Howard was born in Leeds, Maine, on 
November 8, 1830, the son of farmers. He gradu¬ 
ated from Bowdoin College in 1850 and then 
entered the U.S. Military Academy. Howard grad¬ 
uated four years later, fourth in his class, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the Ord¬ 
nance Corps. After serving briefly in Florida’s 
Third Seminole War, he transferred back to West 
Point to serve as a mathematics instructor. How¬ 
ard by this time had undergone a profound reli¬ 
gious conversion and seriously considered 
ordination to the ministry, but the onset of the 
Civil War induced him to become colonel of the 
3rd Maine Infantry in June 1861. He then com¬ 
manded a brigade at Bull Run the following July, 
which stampeded like the rest of General Irwin 
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McDowell’s army, but Howard performed well 
enough under fire to merit promotion to brigadier 
general in September. As part of General George 
B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac, he fought 
well in the Peninsula campaign and lost his right 
arm at the Battle of Fair Oaks on May 31, 1862. 
After recovering, Howard rejoined the army in 
time to fight weU at Antietam, succeed a wounded 
general John Sedgwick to command a division, 
and then advance to major general that Novem¬ 
ber. In the spring of 1863, he replaced the bum¬ 
bling general Franz Sigel as commander of the XI 
Corps, which was a largely German-speaking unit. 
Howard’s inadequacies for high command became 
quickly manifest at Chancellorsville on May 2, 
1864, when General Thomas J. Jackson out¬ 
flanked the XI Corps, routing it. On July 1, 1863, 
Howard arrived at Gettysburg shortly after the 
death of General John F. Reynolds and assumed 
command from General Abner Doubleday. 
Again, his XI Corps was pummeled heavily by an 


influx of Confederates under General Richard S. 
Ewell and driven off McPherson Ridge. Howard, 
luckily, had stationed his reserves along the high 
ground of Cemetery Ridge, and the Union line, 
now bolstered by additional troops under General 
Winfield S. Hancock, held firm. He subsequently 
received the thanks of Congress for this act. How¬ 
ever, the commanding general, George M. Meade, 
remained unimpressed with his performance and 
did not resist when the XI Corps was transferred 
west to fight under General George H. Thomas in 
the Army of the Cumberland. On November 24- 
25, 1863, Howard fought capably at the Union 
victory of Chattanooga, and he subsequently 
received command of the new IV Corps under 
General WiUiam T. Sherman. 

In the spring of 1864, Howard accompanied 
Sherman on his famous campaign against Atlanta, 
performing adequately. Moreover, when General 
James B. McPherson was killed outside Atlanta 
on July 22, 1864, Sherman elected Howard to lead 
the Army of the Tennessee over General Joseph 
Hooker— a move prompting the latter’s resigna¬ 
tion. Howard then accompanied Sherman on the 
march to Savannah and the subsequent campaign 
north into the Carolinas, again acquitting himself 
well. By war’s end, he held a rank of brevet major 
general of volunteers. 

In the immediate postwar period, Howard was 
chosen by President Andrew Johnson to head the 
newly created Freedmen’s Bureau to assist liber¬ 
ated African-American slaves. He readUy accepted 
the task, given his religious and abolitionist 
impulses, but he proved a lax administrator who 
refused to investigate the activities of subordi¬ 
nates. In 1867 the all-black Howard University 
was established at his behest, and he served as its 
first president (1869-72). In 1873 President 
Ulysses S. Grant dispatched Howard to the west¬ 
ern frontier to quell an Apache uprising, and 
Howard, by dint of sincerity and personal honesty, 
convinced Chief Cochise to return to the reserva¬ 
tion without bloodshed. By 1877 he commanded 
the Department of Columbia and successfully 
campaigned against Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce 
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in concert with Generals John Gibbon and Nelson 
Miles. On October 5, 1877, he received the chiefs 
surrender at Eagle Rock, Montana, ending his 
famous flight. In January 1881 Howard returned 
to West Point as superintendent for a year, and 
then he successively took charge of the Division of 
the Platte and the East. In 1893 Congress awarded 
him a Congressional Medal of Honor for his ser¬ 
vices at Fair Oaks in 1862. Howard retired from 
the army in 1894 and penned several lucid mem¬ 
oirs about his military experiences. He died in 
Burlington, Vermont, on October 26, 1909, an 
earnest, if mediocre, leader. 
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Huger, Benjamin (1805-1877) 

Confederate general 

Benjamin Huger was born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, on November 22, 1805, into a distin¬ 
guished family of Huguenot descent. His father 
had served as aide-de-camp to General James 
Wilkinson during the War of 1812, while his 
mother was the daughter of General Thomas 
Pinckney of the American Revolution. Given this 
martial background. Huger attended the U.S. Mil¬ 
itary Academy in 1821 and graduated four years 
later at the top of his class. He was then commis¬ 
sioned second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery 
and performed topographical duties until 1828, 


when he left on a sabbatical to study artillery in 
Europe. Huger then joined the Ordnance Depart¬ 
ment, rising to captain in 1832. He commanded 
Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for 12 years while also 
sitting on various ordnance boards. During the 
Mexican War, he served in the army of General 
Winfield Scott as commander of the artillery 
train. His placement of field pieces at the siege of 
Veracruz proved masterful and resulted in brevet 
promotion to major. Huger subsequently was bre¬ 
veted two more times for bravery at Molino del 
Rey and Chapultepec, ending the war a lieutenant 
colonel. Afterward, he resumed his duties with the 
Ordnance Department, helped develop a new 
artillery system, and commanded a successive 
series of Federal arsenals from Harper’s Ferry, Vir¬ 
ginia, to Pikesville, Maryland. Huger’s service was 
so esteemed by his home state that the South Car¬ 
olina legislature voted him a ceremonial sword. 
The old soldier did not immediately tender his 
resignation when his native state seceded in 
December 1860; he waited until after the bom¬ 
bardment of Fort Sumter in April 1861. Prior to 
the outbreak of fighting. Huger had been dis¬ 
patched to the fort to confer with feUow South¬ 
erner Major Robert Anderson, but the latter had 
already resolved to remain loyal to the Union, and 
their discussions came to naught. 

The elderly soldier rose rapidly through the 
Confederate ranks, being commissioned a briga¬ 
dier general in June 1861 and major general the 
following October. As such, he was entrusted with 
command of the Department of Southern Virginia 
and North Carolina, headquartered at Norfolk. 
Huger administered his grossly undermanned 
charge weU until February 8, 1862, when a Union 
fleet under Admiral Fouis M. Goldsborough 
anchored offshore and landed a Union army 
under General Ambrose E. Burnside. When 
Huger failed to dispatch reinforcements, Burnside 
experienced little difficulty capturing the island 
from General Henry Wise. This proved an embar¬ 
rassing loss to the South, and the Confederate 
Congress conducted an investigation into Huger’s 
behavior. Meanwhile, the imposing Army of the 
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Potomac under General George B. McClellan 
began to push up Virginia’s Peninsula district 
toward Richmond. Huger, greatly outnumbered, 
hastily abandoned Norfolk to the Federals, scut¬ 
tling the famous CSS Virginia in the process. He 
then joined Generals James Longstreet and Dan¬ 
iel H. Hill to command a division in the army 
under General Joseph E. Johnston. Huger retreated 
with the main body untU May 31,1862, when John¬ 
ston turned and attacked the isolated corps of Gen¬ 
eral Erasmus D. Keyes at Seven Pines (Fair Oaks). 
Unfortunately, Huger’s deployment proved hope¬ 
lessly inept, and his division became ensnared with 
Longstreet’s men while marching down the same 
road. His subsequent lethargic movements allowed 
the Union troops to escape unscathed. Johnston 
was then replaced by the aggressive general Robert 
E. Lee, who counterattacked across the line in the 
Seven Day’s battles. Again, Huger performed slug¬ 
gishly, and furthermore, a congressional committee 
found him culpable for the loss of Roanoke. He 
thereupon was relieved of duty on July 12, 1862, 
and sent west in the less demanding role as inspec¬ 
tor of ordnance and artillery. He functioned capa¬ 


bly in this office until 1863, when he rose to chief of 
ordnance in the Trans-Mississippi Department 
until the end of the war. Afterward, Huger migrated 
to Eauquier County, Virginia, to farm. He died in 
Charleston, South Carolina, on December 7, 1877, 
a soldier of demonstrated technical competence, 
but too past his prime for the rigors of war. 
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Imboden, John D. (1823-1895) 

Confederate general 

John Daniel Imboden was bom in Augusta County, 
Virginia, on February 16, 1823, and he matricu¬ 
lated at nearby Washington College (1841-42). He 
then studied law and opened up a successful prac¬ 
tice at Staunton while also developing a taste for 
politics. Imboden was twice elected to the House of 
Delegates where he served as a staunch secessionist, 
but he proved unable to win a seat in the state 
secessionist convention. Concurrent with this, he 
joined the local militia and helped organize the 
Staunton artillery. Once Virginia seceded from the 
Union, Imboden accompanied Turner Ashby and 
helped to seize the Federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry 
on April 19,1861. He then advanced to colonel and 
served under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard at 
the Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Imboden 
was conspicuously engaged at the defense of Henry 
House Hill, where he supported the command of 
General Bernard E. Bee. He next switched from 
artillery to cavalry by organizing the 1st Partisan 
Rangers in the spring of 1862. He led his scouts 
throughout General Thomas J. Jackson’s brilliant 
Shenandaoh campaign, and he fought conspicu¬ 
ously at the battles of Cross Keys and Port Republic 
that June. He subsequently joined the Army of 
Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee in 
time for the invasion of Maryland that faU, and he 
assisted in the capture of Harper’s Ferry on Sep¬ 
tember 15,1862. 


Imboden’s good performance resulted in his 
promotion to brigadier general on January 28, 
1863, and command of the Northwestern Brigade 
of the Department of Northern Virginia. Two 
months later, he performed his most impressive 
military deed by organizing a large mounted raid 
against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. On April 
20,1863, Imboden led 3,200 troopers into the hills 
of West Virginia while acting in concert with a 
force of similar size under General William E. 
“Grumble” Jones. For the next 37 days, the two 
cavaliers tore up 170 miles of track and absconded 
with scores of badly needed horses and livestock. 
Both forces then united to eliminate the petro¬ 
leum fields at Oiltown, destroying 150,000 barrels 
of oil. By the time Imboden and Jones concluded 
their successful foray, they had seized more than 
5,000 cattle and 1,200 horses, burned 24 bridges, 
acquired 1,000 small arms, and inflicted 800 Fed¬ 
eral casualties. This was one of the greatest cavalry 
raids of the Civil War, and it was accomplished at 
little cost to the Confederacy. 

By summer, Imboden’s command had been 
reassigned to the Army of Northern Virginia as it 
advanced into Pennsylvania. He successfully 
screened Lee’s left flank but arrived at Gettysburg 
on July 3, 1863, just as the Confederates were 
withdrawing. He then assisted the exhausted, bat¬ 
tered survivors by acting as their rear guard. On 
July 6, 1863, the Army of Northern Virginia was 
pressed up against the flooded Potomac River 
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while Union cavalry nipped at its heels. Imboden, 
tasked with escorting the army’s supply train and 
thousands of wounded soldiers, suddenly found 
himself set upon by Federal troopers under Gener¬ 
als Hugh J. Kilpatrick and John Buford near 
Williamsport, Maryland. However, having 
scrapped together all available manpower, includ¬ 
ing the walking wounded, he managed to hold the 
marauders back until generals Fitzhugh Lee and 
Wade Hampton arrived to reinforce him. By the 


fall, Imboden was active again in the Shenandoah 
Valley, and he captured the entire 9th Maryland at 
Charles Town in October. Highly commended by 
Lee, he next served under General John C. Breck¬ 
inridge at New Market, Virginia, on May 15, 
1864, where he helped defeat Federal forces under 
General Franz Sigel. He accompanied General 
Jubal A. Early’s famous sortie into the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley in the summer and fall before being 
driven out by General Philip H. Sheridan. As the 
year ended, Imboden contracted typhoid fever, 
and he was transferred to prison duties at Aiken, 
South Carolina, until hostilities ceased. Imboden 
revived his legal career after the war in Washing¬ 
ton County, Virginia, and he was also active in 
Confederate veterans’ affairs. He also vocally advo¬ 
cated developing the coal and iron resources of his 
native state. Imboden, one of the Civil War’s most 
intrepid partisan fighters, died in Damascus, Vir¬ 
ginia, on August 15, 1895. 
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Jackson, Thomas J. (1824-1863) 

Confederate general 

Thomas Jonathan Jackson was born in Clarks¬ 
burg, Virginia (West Virginia) and orphaned at 
an early age. Raised by an uncle, he possessed only 
rudimentary educational and social skills on being 
accepted to the U.S. Military Academy in 1842. 
Jackson, however, proved himself a willful indi¬ 
vidual, and by dint of hard work and persever¬ 
ance, he graduated 17th out of a class of 59 four 
years later. He then joined the army of General 
Winfield Scott in Mexico, winning consecutive 
brevet promotions for bravery at Veracruz, Cerro 
Gordo, and Chapultepec. After the war, Jackson 
did routine garrison work in Florida and New 
York, but he resigned his commission in 1851 
after his brother-in-law, Daniel H. Hill, managed 
to secure him a teaching appointment at the Vir¬ 
ginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington. A 
boring instructor, he struggled with tactics and 
natural philosophy for a decade and was decid¬ 
edly unpopular with students. Furthermore, Jack¬ 
son’s predilection for observing the strict nuances 
of Calvinism reinforced his reputation as a reli¬ 
gious fanatic. He nonetheless lived quietly and 
shunned the public eye until 1859, when he com¬ 
manded the VMI cadets during the capture of 
abolitionist John Brown at Harper’s Ferry. Jack- 
son was also staunchly Unionist in outlook, and it 
was not until Virginia seceded in April 1861 that 
he offered his sword to the Confederacy. Little 


known outside of Lexington, he could secure only 
the rank of colonel. 

Jackson spent several weeks drilling his cadets 
for military service, and in June 1861, he was 
assigned to the army of General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston in his native Shenandoah Valley. Shortly 
after, his troops were shunted by rail to assist Gen¬ 
eral Pierre G. T. Beauregard at Manassas Junc¬ 
tion, Virginia, and they fought well in the Battle of 
Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Tasked with defending 
Henry House Hill, he did so with aplomb, where¬ 
upon General Bernard Bee declared, “There is 
Jackson standing like a stonewall.” The sobriquet 
stuck and a legend was born. On October 7, 1861, 
Jackson advanced to major general, and he 
returned to the Shenandoah Valley to conduct one 
of the most brilliant campaigns in military history. 
He started off on the wrong foot in February 1862 
by marching his command through freezing snow 
and was highly criticized by General William W. 
Loring. When Loring went over Jackson’s head 
and complained to authorities, he nearly resigned 
from the service but was persuaded to remain. The 
following March, he was ordered to keep Union 
forces out of the Shenandoah Valley and prevent 
them from reinforcing General George B. McClel¬ 
lan in his drive on Richmond. Jackson, with 
17,000 men facing three Union armies totaling 
64,000, immediately seized and kept the initiative 
by adroit offensive maneuvering. He was initially 
rebuffed by General James Shields at Kernstown 
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on March 23, 1862, but his aggressiveness caused 
Union leaders to detain forces in the valley. He 
then marched rapidly and defeated General 
Nathaniel P. Banks at Front Royal and Win¬ 
chester, May 23 and 25, 1862, while dispatching 
the division of General Richard S. Ewell to dis¬ 
lodge General John C. Fremont at Cross Keys on 
June 8, 1862. Jackson himself lunged at Shields 
again at Port Republic on June 9, driving his supe¬ 
rior numbers from the field. In only 48 days, his 
fast-marching forces, celebrated as “Jackson’s foot 
cavalry,” traversed 350 miles, inflicted 7,000 Fed¬ 
eral casualties, and captured tons of badly needed 
supplies and equipment. In terms of rapidity of 
movement and economy of force, his 1862 Shenan¬ 
doah campaign remains a singular military accom¬ 
plishment, and it rendered him a hero throughout 
the South. 
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Having dispensed with opponents in the val¬ 
ley, Jackson hurried to join General Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in time for the 
fast unfolding Peninsula campaign. His perfor¬ 
mance here was somewhat erratic owing to mental 
fatigue and unfamiliarity with local terrain, so his 
contributions were minimal. Jackson operated 
more successfully the following August, when he 
defeated General Banks again at Cedar Mountain 
on August 9, undertook a secret two day march 
that covered 51 miles, and captured General John 
Pope’s supply base on the 27th. He next fought off 
a large Union counterattack at Groveton on the 
28th and successfully defended Lee’s left flank at 
Second Manassas on August 29-30. Jackson then 
spearheaded a Confederate advance back into the 
Shenandoah Valley by capturing Harper’s Ferry 
on September 15, 1862, along with 12,000 Feder- 
als, before rapidly reinforcing Lee’s depleted army 
at Antietam on September 17. There, he success¬ 
fully fended off numerous Union attacks and won 
both promotion to lieutenant general and com¬ 
mand of the newly organized 11 Corps. Jackson 
again commanded the left wing of the army at 
Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), tenaciously 
defending his part of the line against determined 
Northern attacks by General Ambrose Burnside. 
On many a far-flung field, the tactical rapport 
between Lee and Jackson proved an unbeatable 
combination. 

Jackson reached his operational zenith during 
the Chancellorsville campaign of May 1862. No 
sooner had General Joseph Hooker crossed the 
Rapidan River with 132,000 men than Lee decided 
to divide his force in the face of the enemy and 
send Jackson on a circuitous 12-mile march 
around the Union right flank. On May 2, 1863, 
“Stonewall” launched a crushing blow against 
General Oliver O. Howard’s XI Corps, and he 
almost rolled up the Union line before darkness 
and caused the fighting to stop. Advancing ahead 
to reconnoiter at dusk, Jackson suddenly was shot 
and wounded by his own men. He lost his left arm 
in consequence and lingered for eight days before 
dying of pneumonia at Guinea Station, Virginia, 
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on May 8, 1863. His death represented a cata¬ 
strophic loss to the Confederacy and Lee, in his 
own estimation, declared, “I have lost my right 
arm.” Never again would the Army of Northern 
Virginia possess a commander with such an intui¬ 
tive grasp of Lee’s orders. Moreover, his untimely 
demise undoubtedly hastened the Confederacy’s 
downfall. 
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Johnston, Albert S. (1803-1862) 

Confederate general 

Albert Sidney Johnston was born in Washington, 
Kentucky, on February 2, 1803, and educated at 
Transylvania University. There, he met and 
befriended Jefferson Davis, the future Confeder¬ 


ate president, before attending the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1826. Four years later, he graduated 
as a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Infantry, 
and he performed garrison duty in the Black 
Hawk War. However, he resigned two years later 
to attend to his dying wife and subsequently 
migrated to Texas to fight in its war for indepen¬ 
dence. Johnston, a large, strapping individual 
exuding a commanding persona, enlisted as a pri¬ 
vate in the Texas army and within a year had risen 
to brigadier general. His headstrong antics 
angered many contemporaries, and in 1837, he 
was injured seriously in a duel. He then relin¬ 
quished his commission to serve as secretary of 
war for the new Texas Republic until 1840, when 
a disagreement with President Sam Houston 
resulted in his resignation. Johnston then farmed 
for many before serving as a colonel of the 1st 
Texas Rifles in the Mexican War (1846-48), 
fought well under Generals Zachary Taylor and 
William O. Butler, and won plaudits for his 
behavior in the September 1846 Battle of Monter¬ 
rey. He returned to his plantation after the war, 
but the following year, his fellow Kentuckian Tay¬ 
lor, now president, commissioned him major and 
paymaster of U.S. troops stationed in Texas. In 
1855 Davis, now secretary of war, chose Johnston 
to head the newly formed and elite 2nd U.S. Cav¬ 
alry with Robert E. Lee as his lieutenant colonel 
and George H. Thomas and William J. Hardee 
his majors. In 1857 Johnston replaced Colonel 
William S. Harney as head of the Department of 
Texas, and in 1858 he conducted his famous Mor¬ 
mon expedition to restore Federal authority to 
the Utah Territory. By 1860 he functioned as 
brigadier general commanding the Department of 
the Pacific until the cusp of the Civil War. Though 
offered a position as second in command of 
Union forces in the Civil War by General Win¬ 
field Scott, Johnston resigned his commission 
once his adopted state of Texas seceded in Febru¬ 
ary 1861. 

Johnston traveled three months from Califor¬ 
nia to reach Richmond, Virginia, to confer with 
his old friend Davis. Consequently, he was 
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installed as a full general in the Confederate ser¬ 
vice and second only to General Samuel Cooper 
in seniority. He then accepted command of 
Department No. 2, which encompassed the west¬ 
ern frontier from the Appalachian Mountains to 
the Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Given the vast 
expanse he was expected to defend, Johnston 
labored under many disadvantages as the Federals 
enjoyed superiority in numbers, equipment and, 
above all, ironclad river boats. Johnston nonethe¬ 
less pushed his line far north into Kentucky, 
anchoring it on Forts Henry and Donelson on the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, respectively. 
But on January 19,1862, General George B. Crit¬ 
tenden fumbled an attack at Mill Springs, Ken¬ 
tucky, losing heavily. In February 1862, further 
mismanagement by Generals Gideon J. Pillow 
and John B. Floyd resulted in the capture of both 
posts by General Ulysses S. Grant. Johnston con¬ 
sequently ordered his Kentucky positions aban¬ 
doned, and after Nashville fell to General Don C. 
Buell in late February, he withdrew down to 
northern Alabama. The easy conquest of valuable 
land proved disheartening to Southern leaders, 
but Johnston simply lacked the wherewithal to 
confront larger Union armies. He then began to 
mass his forces at Corinth, Mississippi, assisted by 
reinforcements under General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard, and at length cobbled together a force 
numbering 40,000 men. This force he labeled the 
Army of Mississippi, which consisted of corps led 
by Generals Braxton Bragg, Leonidas K. Polk, 
John C. Breckinridge, and his former major 
Hardee. Furthermore, Johnston decided against 
retreating another inch. 

Once Grant resumed his advance down the 
Tennessee River by establishing a lodgment at Pitts¬ 
burg Landing (Shiloh), Tennessee, Johnston sought 
to strike at him before reinforcements from General 
Buell’s Army of the Ohio arrived. He then led his 
army from Corinth for several days in driving rain 
and arrived outside Grant’s camp on April 5, 1862. 
On the following day, his massed corps completely 
surprised the Union pickets and charged directly 
into the Federal camp. The Northerners were nearly 


swept back to the river before Grant reestablished 
his defensive perimeter, and Johnston turned to 
mopping up scattered pockets of resistance. One of 
these, the so-called Peach Orchard, had repelled 
several Confederate attacks, and Johnston led the 
next one in person. There, he was struck in the leg 
by a bullet and bled to death before medical aid 
could be rendered. Command then reverted to 
Beauregard, who halted the battle and withdrew the 
next day. Johnston was thus the highest-ranking 
Confederate fatality of the Civil War and was 
mourned gready. President Davis especially felt the 
loss and subsequently recorded that his death was 
“the turning point in our fate.” Johnston’s remains 
initially were interred at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and then were transferred to their final resting place 
in his adopted state of Texas. 
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Johnston,Joseph E. (1803-1891) 

Confederate general 

Joseph Eggleston Johnston was born in Prince 
Edward County, Virginia, on February 3,1803, the 
son of a Revolutionary War veteran. In 1824 he 
matriculated at the U.S. Military Academy and 
graduated four years later in the upper third of his 
class. Johnston then served as a second lieutenant 
in the 4th U.S. Artillery in the Black Hawk War of 
1832 and on the staff of General Winfield Scott 
during initial phases of Florida’s Second Seminole 
War (1836). Johnston quit the military to work as 
a civilian engineer and then returned in 1837 to 
serve with the Topographical Engineer Corps. He 
rose to captain in 1846 and rejoined General Scott 
for the march on Mexico City in 1847. That year, 
he distinguished himself in combat at Cerro Gordo 
and Chapultepec, being wounded five times and 
receiving three brevet promotions. Johnston 
resumed his engineering work in Texas, where, in 
1855, he became lieutenant colonel of the 1st U.S. 
Cavalry. Two years later, he accompanied Colonel 
Albert S. Johnston during his Mormon expedi¬ 
tion to Utah, and in 1860 his brother-in-law. Sec¬ 
retary of War John B. Floyd, appointed him 
brigadier general and quartermaster of the army. 
Many questioned this appointment as an example 
of Floyd’s penchant for nepotism. Johnston, how¬ 
ever, remained at this post for less than a year, 
resigning his commission after the Civil War com¬ 
menced in April 1861. 

Johnston initially was employed as a brigadier 
general, commanding the Army of the Shenan¬ 
doah, then considered something of a backwater. 
But in July 1861, he ordered the cavalry of Colonel 
J. E. B. Stuart to confound nearby Union forces 
while he rushed his army by rail to Manassas Junc¬ 
tion, Virginia, to assist General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard at the Battle of Bull Run. Johnston’s 
appearance proved decisive and contributed 
greatly to the Southern victory there. The follow¬ 
ing August, he won promotion to full general, but 
controversy arose when Johnston angrily disputed 
his position as fourth in seniority behind Generals 
Samuel Gooper, Albert S. Johnston, and Robert E. 
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Lee. His quarrelsome disposition also alienated 
President Jefferson Davis and fueled the growing 
riff between them. Davis’s antipathy for Johnston 
mounted during the 1862 Peninsula campaign 
when the latter, heavily outnumbered by General 
George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac, 
continually gave ground and retreated toward 
Richmond. Johnston finally turned and pounced 
on a portion of the Federal army at Seven Pines 
(Fair Oaks) on May 31-June 1, 1862, in which he 
was severely wounded. He was then replaced per¬ 
manently by Lee for the rest of the war. 

Johnston remained unemployed for several 
months until May 1863, when Davis reluctantly 
appointed him to head up the Department of the 
West to coordinate efforts between Generals John 
C. Pemberton, Braxton Bragg, and Edmund 
Kirby-Smith. Johnston, however, continually 
complained—with some validity—that the exist- 
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ing command structure was untenable and that 
this vast department was undermanned and unde¬ 
requipped. These deficiencies became readily 
apparent during General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
Vicksburg campaign: Johnston ordered Pember¬ 
ton to withdraw from the city to save his army, but 
Davis countermanded his instructions. On May 
14, 1863, Federal forces under General William T. 
Sherman drove Johnston away from his main 
base at Jackson, Mississippi, and when Vicksburg 
surrendered on July 4, Davis held him responsible 
for the debacle. He was again relieved of command 
and assigned minor duties in Alabama for six 
months until the next crisis arrived. 

In December 1863 Johnston was tapped to 
replace General Braxton Bragg as head of the 
much-battered Army of Tennessee. The general, 
rather than heed Davis’s preferences for an imme¬ 
diate offensive, spent the next few months at Dal¬ 
ton, Georgia, drilling, training, and reequipping his 
charge to counter more effectively Sherman’s 
forthcoming campaign against Atlanta. That May, 
Sherman advanced with 100,000 troops against 
Johnston’s 60,000, and an elaborate military dance 
unfolded. Johnston, a master of defensive tactics, 
continually thwarted Sherman’s attempts to 
destroy him and repeatedly fell back to prepared 
positions. The Union commander grew so exasper¬ 
ated by these Fabian tactics that Union troops were 
committed to a frontal assault at Kennesaw Moun¬ 
tain on June 27, 1864, suffering heavy losses. John¬ 
ston again withdrew and kept his army intact until 
he was nearly at the gates of Atlanta. But his will¬ 
ingness to trade space for time angered Davis, who 
replaced Johnston with the more aggressive John 
B. Hood on July 17,1864. Johnston thus remained 
marooned without a command for six more 
months until February 1865 when, on the insis¬ 
tence of General Lee and the Gonfederate Con¬ 
gress, Davis restored him to lead remnants of the 
Army of Tennessee in North Carolina. Outnum¬ 
bered three to one, he waged another futile attempt 
to halt Sherman’s advance despite a bloody battle 
at BentonviUe on March 19-21, 1865. Johnston 
finally surrendered his sword at Durham’s Station 


on April 18,1865, although, when the U.S. govern¬ 
ment rejected Sherman’s overly generous terms, he 
surrendered again on April 25. 

After the war, Johnston sold insurance in Vir¬ 
ginia and was elected to Congress as a representa¬ 
tive in 1879. Six years later. President Grover 
Cleveland appointed him raihoad commissioner, 
and while living in Washington, D.C., he befriended 
his former antagonist, Sherman. Johnston also 
penned a detailed and highly vitriolic set of mem¬ 
oirs in which he blamed Davis and Hood for losing 
the war. The pugnacious, combative Johnston, 
popularly regarded by his troops as “Fighting Joe,” 
died in Washington of pneumonia on March 21, 
1891; ironically, he contracted the malady while 
attending Sherman’s funeral as a pallbearer. 
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Kearny, Philip (1814-1862) 

Union general 

Philip Kearny was born in New York City on June 
1, 1814, and orphaned at an early age. He was 
raised by a wealthy grandfather and pressured to 
attend Columbia College for a law degree in 1833. 
When his stepfather died three years later, he 
inherited a small fortune and fulfilled his lifelong 
ambition by joining the military. Kearny was then 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. 
Dragoons and served along the western frontier 
alongside his famous uncle. Colonel Stephen W. 
Kearny, the explorer. After two years of service, he 
was sent to study cavalry tactics at the Royal Cav¬ 
alry School in Saumur, France, and he subse¬ 
quently served with the noted Chasseurs d’Afrique 
in Algiers. Kearny fought well in the successful 
campaign against noted rebel Abdel Kader and 
published an account of his experiences. In 1840 
he returned to the United States and was tasked 
with writing a new cavalry manual for the army. 
Kearney retired briefly from the army in 1846, but 
he speedily rejoined following the onset of the 
Mexican War that year. Attached to General Win¬ 
field Scott’s army, he conducted a gallant charge 
at Churubusco on August 20, 1847, losing his left 
arm and gaining brevet promotion to major. 
Kearney then remained on the frontier and retired 
again in 1851 to marry and enjoy his riches in New 
Jersey. Listless as ever, he rejoined the French 
army in 1859 as part of Emperor Napoleon Ill’s 


Imperial Guard, and he acquitted himself with 
distinction against the Austrians in the battles of 
Magenta and Solferino that year. His excellent 
service resulted in receipt of the cross of the Legion 
d’honneur, becoming the first American officer so 
honored. Kearny remained in Paris until the out¬ 
break of the Civil War in 1861, whenupon he hur¬ 
riedly returned to New Jersey and joined the 
army. 

Given his reputation, Kearny had no trouble 
securing a brigadier generalship of New Jersey 
troops in the division of William B. Franklin’s 
division. Mounted on a beautiful charger, he 
always led from the front and became known 
throughout both armies as the “One-armed Devil.” 
In the course of General George B. McClellan’s 
1862 Peninsula campaign, Kearny fought with 
distinction at Williamsburg on May 4-5, 1862, 
delivering a successful charge that rescued the 
division of General Joseph Hooker. He also reck¬ 
lessly exposed himself in major fighting at Fair 
Oaks on June 1,1862, where his favorite horse was 
killed and he grieved openly. Kearny then fought 
doggedly at the Battle of Glendale during McClel¬ 
lan’s retreat, thereby preserving a Union with¬ 
drawal to Harrison’s Landing. The following 
month, he advanced to major general and received 
command of a division in General Samuel P. 
Heintzelman’s Ill Corps. Intent on improving the 
esprit de corps of his men, he also instituted the 
so-called Kearny Patch, a forerunner of the corps 
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badge system adopted by the Union army. He then 
conducted himself exceedingly well under General 
John Pope at the Battle of Second Manassas on 
August 29-30,1862, delivering the most successful 
Union charge of the day. On September 1, 1862, 
Kearny found himself arrayed against the redoubt¬ 
able General Thomas J. Jackson at Chantilly, and 
after severe fighting, he stopped a determined 
Confederate pursuit. In the midst of battle, Kearny 
recklessly—and typically—spurred his horse for¬ 
ward to reconnoiter and stumbled into a Confed¬ 
erate picket line. He was shot down trying to 
escape, but General Robert E. Lee sent his body, 
his horse, and his sword hack across Union lines as 
a token of respect. Kearny’s fall was a serious loss 
to the Army of the Potomac; in his memory, the 
men of his division instituted their own decora¬ 
tion, the Kearny Cross. The town of Kearny, New 
Jersey, was also renamed in his honor. 
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Kilpatrick, HughJ. (1836-1881) 

Union general 

Hugh Judson Kilpatrick was horn in Deckertown, 
New Jersey, on January 14,1836, the son of a mili¬ 
tia officer. He entered the U.S. Military Academy 
in 1857 and, showing some ability, graduated 19th 


in his class of 45 four years later. He was then 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. 
Artillery but switched to captain in the 5th New 
York Infantry after the Civil War commenced in 
April 1861. In this capacity, he fought at Big 
Bethel, Virginia, on June 10,1861, and was severely 
injured. While recovering, he used his political 
connections—and an uncanny knack for self-pro- 
motion—to transfer again to the 2nd New York 
Cavalry. Kilpatrick remained with the mounted 
arm for the rest of the war, and in 1862, he per¬ 
formed capably throughout General George B. 
McClellan’s Peninsula campaign. The following 
August, he fought with distinction at Thorough¬ 
fare Gap and Second Manassas, rising to colonel as 
of December 1862 and brigadier general in June 
1863. Kilpatrick fought well at the huge cavalry 
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clash at Brandy Station on June 9, 1863, under 
General Alfred Pleasonton, and he actively skir¬ 
mished with the Confederate cavalry of General J. 
E. B. Stuart throughout the approach to Gettys¬ 
burg that July. In concert with General George A. 
Custer, he managed to delay Stuart at Hanover, 
Pennsylvania, and prevented him from reaching 
the battlefield in time. On July 3, 1863, however, 
Kilpatrick enhanced his reputation for reckless¬ 
ness by ordering the brigade of General Elon J. 
Farnsworth to charge Confederate infantry head 
on. This indiscretion cost Farnsworth his life and 
garnered Kilpatrick the unflattering sobriquet of 
“Kill-cavalry.” 

In February 1864 Kilpatrick sought to rehabili¬ 
tate his reputation by planning an ambitious raid 
against the Confederate capital at Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia, and liberate thousands of Union captives 
detained at the infamous Libby Prison. President 
Abraham Lincoln reviewed the plan and enthusi¬ 
astically endorsed it. On February 28,1864, Kilpat¬ 
rick galloped off with 4,000 troopers and crossed 
the Rapidan River. En route, he dispatched a small 
column of 500 men under Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, 
son of Admiral John A. D. Dahlgren, to attack the 
city from the south. After hard riding in heavy rain 
and sleet, Kilpatrick arrived before Richmond— 
guarded by only 500 old men and boys—then sud¬ 
denly lost his nerve. Some preliminary skirmishing 
convinced him to suspend the enterprise, and he 
withdrew. When Confederate cavalry attacked him 
in his camp that night, he abandoned the expedi¬ 
tion altogether. Dahlgren, meanwhile, attacked the 
southern outskirts of the city and was rebuffed. As 
he fell back to Union lines, his column was 
ambushed, and Dahlgren was killed. Papers subse¬ 
quently found on his body suggested that he was 
authorized to burn the city down and assassinate 
President Jefferson Davis, if possible, which led to 
a public uproar throughout the South. General 
George G. Meade was forced to disavow publicly 
any knowledge of the matter, which did little to 
enhance Kilpatrick’s reputation. 

In the spring of 1864, Kilpatrick’s cavalry divi¬ 
sion transferred west to the Army of the Cumber¬ 


land under General George H. Thomas. He then 
accompanied General William T. Sherman’s cam¬ 
paign against Atlanta, Georgia, being heavily 
engaged in several skirmishes. On May 16,1864, he 
fell severely wounded at Resaca and spent several 
weeks convalescing. Kilpatrick nonetheless accom¬ 
panied his men in an ambulance as they burned 
their way across Georgia, sparring constantly with 
his old West Point rival General Joseph Wheeler. 
On August 22, 1865, he conducted a devastating 
raid against Jonesboro, Georgia, partaking fully of 
Sherman’s order to burn or destroy anything of 
possible use to the Confederacy. Kilpatrick for¬ 
mally returned to the saddle as a brevet major gen¬ 
eral in 1865 and fought at the capture of Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. By war’s end, he had risen to major 
general of volunteers and was generally acknowl¬ 
edged as one of the Union army’s bravest—and 
most reckless—cavalry leaders. 

After the war, Kilpatrick resigned his commis¬ 
sion to serve as U.S. minister to Chile (1865-68). 
After President Ulysses S. Grant recalled him, he 
entered politics by endorsing Horace Greeley for 
the presidency in 1872, and he also unsuccessfully 
stood for a congressional seat in 1880. The follow¬ 
ing year President James Garfield reappointed him 
minister to Chile, where he died in Santiago on 
December 4, 1881. 
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Kirby-Smith, Edmund (1824-1893) 
Confederate general 

Edmund Kirby-Smith was born in St. Augustine, 
Florida, on May 16, 1824, the son of a distin¬ 
guished War of 1812 officer. Colonel Joseph Lee 
Smith. Later in life, he appended his mother’s 
maiden name to his own and referred to himself as 
Kirby-Smith. He attended a private military acad¬ 
emy in Virginia before attending the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1841, where he proved to be a medio¬ 
cre student. Kirby-Smith nearly washed out due to 
nearsightedness, but in 1845 he received his sec¬ 
ond lieutenant’s commission in the 5th U.S. Infan¬ 
try. He then deployed with General Zachary Taylor 
as part of the Army of Occupation in Texas, and in 
1847 he accompanied General Winfield Scott’s 
advance on Mexico City. Kirby-Smith demon¬ 
strated prowess in battle by winning consecutive 
brevet promotions at Cerro Gordo and Gontre- 
ras. He then performed routine garrison duty in 
the Southwest until serving as a mathematics 
instructor at West Point in 1849. Three years 
later, he shuttled back to the frontier, and in 
1855, Kirby-Smith joined the newly raised 2nd 
U.S. Cavalry under Colonel Albert S. Johnston. 
He spent the next five years skirmishing with 
hostile Comanche throughout Texas, acquitting 
himself well. He then rose to major in 1860 but 
resigned his commission to become a cavalry 
colonel in the Confederate service once Florida 
seceded in March 1861. 

Kirby-Smith was initially posted in the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley as chief of staff under General Joseph 
E. Johnston and gradually rose to brigadier gen¬ 
eral. On July 21, 1861, he accompanied Johnston 
by train to the battlefield of Bull Run where he 
launched a crushing attack and was severely 
wounded. In October 1862 Kirby-Smith was pro¬ 
moted to major general and assigned to General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s army in Mississippi. 
The following spring, he assumed command of the 
Department of Eastern Tennessee and prepared a 
small army to drive out Union forces from the 
Cumberland Gap. In August 1862 Kirby-Smith 
spearheaded the Confederate invasion of Ken- 
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tucky in concert with General Braxton Bragg. On 
August 30 he crushed a smaller Union army under 
General William Nelson at Richmond, taking 
4,000 captives, and subsequently occupied the 
capital of Lexington. However, neither Kirby- 
Smith nor Bragg coordinated their movements 
well, and both fell back before General Don C. 
Buell’s Army of the Ohio. Kirby-Smith fought 
well in the bloody engagements of Perryville in 
October and Murfreesboro in December-January, 
but he grew disenchanted with Bragg’s lethargic 
leadership and requested a transfer. 

Kirby-Smith, a lieutenant general as of Octo¬ 
ber 1862, next received command of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, encompassing Arkansas, 
Texas, West Louisiana, and the Indian Territory. 
The fall of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 1863, 
cut the Gonfederacy in half, and Kirby-Smith was 
authorized by President Jefferson Davis to con¬ 
duct his affairs with near autonomy. He now dis¬ 
played a near genius for administration and, by 
running the Union blockade off Galveston, Texas, 




Kirby-Smith, Edmund 707 


and bartering for weapons with cotton, he ren¬ 
dered his command nearly self-sufficient. In fact, 
he handled affairs so adroitly that his charge 
became celebrated as “Kirby-Smithdom.” He con¬ 
sequently gained promotion to full general as of 
February 1864 and took active measures to thwart 
two Union drives against his department. That 
spring, he orchestrated the defeat of General Fred¬ 
erick Steele’s offensive in Arkansas with generals 
Sterling Price and loseph O. Shelby, while his 
talented subordinate, General Richard Taylor, 
defeated General Nathaniel Banks along the Red 
River. He then withdrew the bulk of Taylor’s force 
to finish off Steele, which allowed the fleet of 
Admiral David D. Porter to escape and caused a 
rancorous response from his subordinate. But the 
Trans-Mississippi Department remained undis¬ 
turbed for the reminder of the war, and on May 
26, 1865, Kirby-Smith surrendered to General 
Edward R. S. Canby at Galveston. He was the last 
senior Confederate commander to do so. 

After the war, Kirby-Smith fled to Cuba, but 
he returned two years later to serve as president of 
an insurance and telegraph company. In 1870 he 
joined the faculty of the University of Nashville 


and then the University of the South as a mathe¬ 
matics instructor, where he taught for the rest of 
his life. Kirby-Smith died in Suwanee, Tennessee, 
on March 28, 1893, the longest-surviving full gen¬ 
eral of the Confederacy. 
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Lee, Fitzhugh (1835-1905) 

Confederate general 

Fitzhugh Lee was born in Clermont, Virginia, on 
November 19, 1835, a grandson of American Rev¬ 
olutionary War hero “Light Horse” Harry Lee. He 
attended the U.S. Military Academy in 1852, earn¬ 
ing mediocre grades and so many disciplinary 
infractions that Superintendent Robert E. Lee, his 
uncle, nearly expelled him. Lee nevertheless grad¬ 
uated in 1856 near the bottom of his class and 
received his second lieutenant’s commission. After 
a brief stint as instructor at the Cavalry School at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he transferred to the 2nd 
U.S. Cavalry under Colonel Albert S. Johnston 
and was posted on the Texas frontier. Lee distin¬ 
guished himself in combat against the Comanche, 
and on May 19, 1859, he was severely injured. He 
recuperated at West Point as an assistant instruc¬ 
tor before resigning his commission in April 1861 
to offer his sword to the Confederacy. 

Lee was initially posted with General Joseph E. 
Johnston in the Shenandoah Valley, where he 
served as a staff officer. He then fought well at Bull 
Run on July 21, 1861, and rose to lieutenant colo¬ 
nel of the noted 1st Virginia Cavalry. Lee’s career 
became indelibly bound up with that of his com¬ 
mander, General J. E. B. Stuart, and in the spring 
of 1862, he participated in the ride around General 
George B. McGlellan’s army, rising to brigadier 
general the following July. He next fought at Sec¬ 
ond Manassas the following August, where his 


tardy movements allowed the army of General 
John Pope to escape destruction, and he subse¬ 
quently performed well at Antietam in September. 
On March 17, 1863, General William W. Averell 
nearly surprised Lee in camp at Kelly’s Ford, Vir¬ 
ginia, but he fought back tenaciously and gradu¬ 
ally drove off superior Union forces. In May he 
performed his most significant task, that of uncov¬ 
ering the exposed flank of General Oliver O. 
Howard’s XI Corps at Chancellorsville, which 
enabled a swift and crushing Confederate riposte. 
Lee then fought alongside Stuart at Brandy Station 
in June and Gettysburg in July, acquitting himself 
well and rising to major general commanding a 
division. 

The waning fortunes of the Confederacy served 
to intensify Lee’s battlefield performances. On 
May 7, 1864, his troopers reached strategic Spot¬ 
sylvania Crossroads ahead of Union forces, and he 
skillfully withstood repeated attacks until rein¬ 
forced by General Richard H. Anderson. After 
Stuart’s death at Yellow Tavern, he served under 
another valiant trooper. General Wade Hampton. 
Lee then made a late appearance at Trevilian Sta¬ 
tion on June 11, 1864, but he managed to stop a 
concerted advance by General George A. Custer. 
A month later, Lee’s division supported General 
Jubal A. Early’s drive up the Shenandoah Valley. 
He participated in all the major battles against 
General Philip H. Sheridan and was critically 
injured at Third Winchester on September 19, 
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1864. Lee spent the next three months recuperat¬ 
ing, and in March 1865, he succeeded Hampton as 
cavalry commander in the Army of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia. The most notorious incident in his distin¬ 
guished career occurred at Five Forks, Virginia, on 
April 1, 1865. Lee was absent from his command 
along with General George E. Pickett, and both 
men were enjoying a shad bake far to the rear 
when Sheridan struck suddenly and overran 
Southern positions. On April 9, 1865, Lee con¬ 
ducted the very last Confederate cavalry charge of 
the war at Farmville, the same day his famous 
uncle surrendered at Appomattox. 

Back in Virginia, Lee developed a taste for 
politics, and in 1885, he was elected governor as a 
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Democrat. He subsequently lost a bid for the U.S. 
Senate, but in 1896, President Grover Cleveland 
appointed him the U.S. consul in Havana, Cuba. 
Here he displayed overt sympathies toward free¬ 
dom-seeking Cuban rebels and advised the gov¬ 
ernment to dispatch the battleship USS Maine to 
protect American interests. When the Spanish- 
American War broke out in 1898, President Wil¬ 
liam McKinley commissioned him one of three 
former Confederates to hold the rank of brigadier 
general of volunteers. Lee then took control of the 
VII Corps but saw no fighting and later served as 
military governor of Havana. He then collaborated 
with fellow ex-Confederate general Joseph 
Wheeler in penning a book, Cuba’s Struggle 
against Spain (1898). After a brief stint command¬ 
ing the Department of the Missouri, Lee retired 
from the army in March 1901. He died in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., on April 28, 1905, a skilled leader of 
mounted troops. 
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Lee, Robert E. (1807-1870) 

Confederate general 

Robert Edward Lee was born at Stratford, West¬ 
moreland County, Virginia, on January 19,1807, a 
son of famed Revolutionary War hero “Light 
Horse Harry” Lee. After being well educated 
locally, he entered the U.S. Military Academy in 
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1825 and graduated four years later second in his 
class—without a single demerit. Lee then received 
his second lieutenant’s commission in the elite 
Corps of Engineers and acquired distinction in a 
variety of difficult tasks along the Mississippi 
River. He rose to captain in 1838 and joined the 
staff of General Winfield Scott during the Mexi¬ 
can War (1846-48). Lee fought with distinction at 
Cerro Gordo, made a daring reconnaissance of 
enemy positions, and subsequently performed 
well at the battles of Churubusco and Chapulte- 
pec. He ended the war as a brevet lieutenant colo¬ 
nel and between 1852 and 1855 also served as 
superintendent of cadets at West Point. In this 
post, he revitalized the curriculum and nearly 
expelled his nephew, Fitzhugh Lee, on account of 
poor grades and disciplinary infractions. In 1855 
Lee was tapped to serve as lieutenant colonel of the 
newly raised 2nd U.S. Cavalry under Colonel 
Albert S. Johnston, a unit renowned for training 


a number of future Confederate generals. He 
served in Texas until 1859 and then, during a fur¬ 
lough at home, commanded a detachment of U.S. 
Marines that captured abolitionist John Brown at 
Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. In I860 Lee received his 
first line command as colonel of the 1st U.S. Cav¬ 
alry, and he also headed up the Department of 
Texas. By then the gathering war clouds induced 
General in Chief Scott to tender Lee a ranking 
position within the Federal army to crush the 
rebellion, but he respectfully declined. Lee, in fact, 
supported neither secession nor slavery, but he felt 
obliged to support his native state when it seceded 
on April 17, 1861. He subsequently accepted the 
post of major general of state forces. 

In May 1861 Lee became a full general of Con¬ 
federate forces at the behest of President Jefferson 
Davis, and third in seniority behind Generals 
Samuel Cooper and Albert S. Johnston. He then 
proceeded to bungle his first assignment in west¬ 
ern Virginia, thanks largely to uncooperative sub¬ 
ordinates such as General John B. Floyd, and he 
acquired the uncomely moniker of “Granny.” 
Davis maintained his faith in Lee, fortunately, and 
reassigned him to strengthen defenses along the 
South Atlantic coast. By March 1862 Lee was back 
at Richmond acting in the capacity of senior mili¬ 
tary adviser to Davis. His most important work 
here was encouraging a Gonfederate offensive up 
the Shenandoah Valley by General Thomas J. 
Jackson to relieve pressure on the Confederate 
capital. In the spring of 1862, the huge Army of the 
Potomac under General George B. McGlellan 
was advancing up the Virginia Peninsula as the 
main Confederate force under General Joseph E. 
Johnston continued giving ground. Fate inter¬ 
vened at the Battle of Seven Pines on June 1, 1862, 
when Johnston was severely wounded and was 
replaced by Lee. Lee then launched an audacious 
series of hard-pounding attacks on the surprised 
Unionists—the Seven Days’ battles—which drove 
McClellan back from the gates of Richmond. Con¬ 
federate losses were heavy, and he failed to destroy 
the corps of General Fitz John Porter, but Lee’s 
offensive completely unnerved his adversary and 
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brought the South a badly needed respite. He then 
completely overhauled his command, renaming it 
the Army of Northern Virginia, with two corps 
under Generals Jackson and James Longstreet. 
The new force successfully met its first test that 
summer when the Union Army of Virginia under 
General John Pope was nearly routed with 16,000 
casualties at Second Manassas on August 29-30, 
1862. Lee’s losses, though considerable, were only 
9,000. 

Having seized the strategic initiative, Lee auda¬ 
ciously gambled on an invasion of Union territory 
and carried the war directly into Maryland. The 
result was another hard-fought clash with McClel¬ 
lan at Antietam on September 17, 1862, which 
nearly proved disastrous until Lee was rescued by 
the sudden appearance of General Ambrose P. 
Hill’s division. This was the single bloodiest day 
of the Civil War with 12,400 Union and 13,700 
Confederate casualties and a strategic defeat for 
Lee, who withdrew back to Virginia. Shortly after¬ 
ward, the Army of the Potomac again was knock¬ 
ing at Virginia’s door under a new leader. General 
Ambrose E. Burnside, who attacked Lee as he sat 
entrenched behind strong field fortifications at 
Fredericksburg on December 13, 1862. The result 
was a lopsided slaughter with 13,000 Federal losses 
to a Confederate tally of 5,300. The second year of 
the war thus ended on a high note for Lee—in 
only six months he had risen from obscurity to an 
object of veneration, both among his men and 
among fellow Southerners. 

In the spring of 1863, General Joseph Hooker 
led a reconstituted Army of the Potomac across 
the Rapidan River in an attempt to outflank the 
wily Confederates. On May 2-3, 1863, Lee coun¬ 
tered with the dangerous expedient of dividing his 
force in the face of the enemy and sending Jackson 
on a lengthy flank march around the Union right 
at Chancellorsville. The ensuing attack crushed 
Hooker’s flank and induced him to retreat. Lee 
then boldly divided his force a third time and 
drove off an approaching force under General 
John Sedgwick. Chancellorsville is perhaps the 
best example of Lee’s daring tactical virtuosity; he 


had suffered 12,000 casualties, inflicted 17,000, 
and drove an army twice his size back into Union 
territory. However, the Confederate war effort 
received a mortal blow when the ever-perceptive 
Jackson was fatally wounded by friendly fire. Lee, 
for the remainder of the conflict, depended on 
subordinates who were equally brave but ulti¬ 
mately less capable. 

In the summer of 1863, Lee sought to main¬ 
tain the strategic initiative by reinvading North¬ 
ern territory. His plan quickly went awry when 
General J. E. B. Stuart led his cavalry on a spec¬ 
tacular ride into Pennsylvania, which deprived the 
Army of Northern Virginia of its reconnaissance 
capabilities. Consequently, when Lee collided with 
Union forces under General George G. Meade at 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on July 1, 1863, he was 
completely misled as to enemy strength and inten¬ 
tions. For the next two days the Confederates 
hurled their strength against strong Union posi¬ 
tions and were repulsed with losses, culminating in 
the disastrous attack by General George E. Pickett 
on July 3,1863. Lee’s defeat marked the high tide of 
Confederate military fortunes and, coupled with 
the surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 
a tipping point had been reached in the course of 
military events. Union losses of 23,000 nearly 
matched those of the 25,000 Southern casualties 
incurred, but the North, enjoying a larger popula¬ 
tion pool, readily made up such deficiencies. 

Lee’s next contest of strength occurred in the 
late spring of 1864, only this time against a new 
and completely different adversary. General 
Ulysses S. Grant, the conqueror of Vicksburg, 
mustered 120,000 well-trained soldiers against 
60,000 Confederates. Significantly, Grant deter¬ 
mined to make the destruction of the Army of 
Northern Virginia his primary goal. He intended 
to accomplish this by maneuvering incessantly 
toward Richmond, Virginia, predicting that Lee 
had no recourse but to follow. A series of bloody 
encounters ensued at the Wilderness, Spotsylvania 
Court House, and Cold Harbor, in which Union 
casualties totaled 50,000 men—^but Grant did not 
retreat. When confronted by insurmountable 
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Confederate resistance, he simply sidestepped to 
the left and inched closer toward Richmond. Lee, 
as anticipated, followed closely and by summer 
had become pinned within the earthworks of 
Petersburg, Virginia. With the once formidable 
Army of Northern Virginia bled white and neu¬ 
tralized from field operations. General William T. 
Sherman was able to break through to Atlanta 
and Savannah, Georgia, and gradually approach 
Richmond from behind. Meanwhile, to relieve 
Union pressure on his dwindling army, Lee dis¬ 
patched General Jubal A. Early on his famous 
sweep through the Shenandoah Valley, which 
caused considerable alarm in Washington, D.C., 
and forced Grant to transfer numerous reinforce¬ 
ments to that theater. But Early’s defeat at the 
hands of General Philip H. Sheridan in the fall of 
1864 and the loss of the valley’s resources that this 
represented signaled the coming collapse of the 
Confederacy. 

Lee maintained his hungry, understrength 
forces in the trench works of Richmond and Peters¬ 
burg for nearly a year as Grant continually received 
fresh reinforcements. As a sop toward the Confed¬ 
erate Congress, he also accepted the titular assign¬ 
ment as general in chief of all Southern armies in 
February 1865, but by then the Confederacy was in 
its death throes. The end came on April 1, 1865, 
when General Sheridan broke through General 
Fitzhugh Lee’s defenses at Five Forks, Virginia, and 
Grant ordered a simultaneous assault across the 
line. Southern defenses crumbled under the 
repeated blows, and Lee, his position untenable, 
ordered the capital abandoned. He then extricated 
his surviving forces and made a run for North 
Carolina to join General Johnston, only to be 
halted at Appomattox Court House by Sheridan’s 
cavalry. With superior Union forces closing in 
from all sides, Lee finally concluded that the game 
was up and surrendered to Grant with great dignity 
on April 9, 1865. Defeat had no dampening effect 
on the soldiers’ overt affection for Lee, whom they 
affectionately called “Marse Robert.” 

After the war, Lee spurned lucrative offers of 
employment to work as president of Washington 


Gollege in Lexington, Virginia. He accepted defeat 
with grace and urged former compatriots to work 
for unity and national reconciliation. Lee died at 
Lexington on October 12, 1870, an iconic figure of 
the Givil War and one of the most beloved, effec¬ 
tive military leaders in American military history. 
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Lincoln, Abraham (1809-1865) 

President, United States 

Abraham Lincoln was born near Hodgenville, 
Kentucky, on February 12,1809, the son of a back- 
woods family. He endured childhood poverty for 
many years while living on the frontiers of Indi¬ 
ana, becoming essentially self-taught. Lincoln 
eventually settled on a career in law in Springfield, 
Illinois, and briefly served as a militia captain dur¬ 
ing the brief Black Hawk War of 1832. The future 
commander in chief saw no combat save for, in his 
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own words, “many bloody batties with mosqui¬ 
toes.” Lincoln subsequently acquired a taste for 
politics, joined the Whig Party, and in 1847 won a 
seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. In this 
capacity, he stridently opposed both the Mexican 
War and any expansion of slavery into newly 
acquired territories. In 1858 Lincoln ran unsuc¬ 
cessfully as a Republican for the U.S. Senate 
against Democrat Stephen A. Douglas, and he cap¬ 
tured national attention through a series of lively 
debates. Consequently, the gaunt and gangly attor¬ 
ney saw his political capital soar, and in 1860 he 
handily won the party’s nomination for the presi¬ 
dency. He ran—and won—on a platform dedi¬ 
cated to halting the expansion of slavery, not its 
abolition. However, Lincoln’s ascension was con¬ 
strued as a direct threat to the South’s “peculiar 
institution,” and in December 1860 South Caro¬ 
lina voted to secede from the Union. This act 
induced other states to follow, and a new entity, 
the Confederate States of America, was already 
extant by the time Lincoln took his inaugural oath 
of office. 

No neophyte chief executive ever confronted a 
more daunting, dangerous situation that did Lin¬ 
coln in the spring of 1861, with a small standing 
army and the Southern third of the nation up in 
arms against the federal government. He never¬ 
theless remained adamant that the Union would 
be preserved at any cost. Surprisingly, Lincoln 
proved himself a forceful and capable commander 
in chief who was unafraid of taking risks. To 
solidify his Northern political base, he overruled 
General In Chief Winfield Scott and authorized a 
relief expedition to resupply the Union garrison 
trapped at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. For polit¬ 
ical consumption, he underscored the fact that 
this was a humanitarian mission to deliver food, 
not reinforcements. It was a ploy calculated to 
force the hand of his Confederate counterpart, Jef¬ 
ferson Davis, who, as the head of a self-proclaimed 
sovereign nation, could not tolerate an American 
garrison residing in a major Southern harbor. On 
April 12, 1861, Confederate forces under General 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard commenced bombard¬ 


ing the fort, forcing Major Robert Anderson to 
surrender two days later. The Northern populace, 
waxing indifferent up until now, viewed this act as 
overt aggression against the United States and 
began to mobilize for war. Lincoln then moved 
with characteristic decisiveness by summoning 
75,000 three-month volunteers, suspending writs 
of habeas corpus in threatened regions, and— 
most important—declaring the Southern coastline 
under a naval blockade. 

Despite his prior lack of military training, Lin¬ 
coln displayed an astonishing grasp of strategy 
based on the North’s overwhelming preponderance 
in terms of manpower and industry. He therefore 
sought to implement a broad-based offensive to 
apply maximum pressure against the insurrection¬ 
ists from as many directions as possible. Moreover, 
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the commander in chief inculcated the very mod¬ 
ern view that the destruction of enemy armies, 
and not the mere acquisition of territory, was 
tantamount to victory itself. He also agreed in 
principle to the overarching strategy enunciated 
by General Scott, whose so-called Anaconda Plan 
entailed dividing the Confederacy down the Mis¬ 
sissippi River and slowly strangling the whole to 
death. In time this proved a war-winning strat¬ 
egy. Unfortunately for Lincoln, conduct of mili¬ 
tary operations was entrusted to a series of leaders 
who eschewed his strategic vision and proved 
incapable of defeating Southern armies in the 
field. Worst of all, the steady drum beat of politi¬ 
cians forced the president and his generals into 
combat long before their raw recruits were ready 
for it. 

Commencing in July 1861, when the barely 
trained levies of General Irvin McDowell were 
routed at Bull Run, the Federal war effort remained 
beset by a succession of hesitant, if not outright 
blundering leaders: Generals George B. McClel¬ 
lan, John Pope, Ambrose E. Burnside, and Joseph 
Hooker alJ tried and failed to defeat the Army of 
Northern Virginia under the dazzling General 
Robert E. Lee; other appointees such as General 
Benjamin F. Butler, Nathaniel C. Banks, and 
Franz Sigel proved likewise incompetent but had 
to be retained out of pressing political concerns. 
Nor did Lincoln receive much cogent advice from 
General in Chief Henry W. Halleck, a splendid 
administrator but a lackluster strategist. For the 
first two years of the war, the only real Union suc¬ 
cess came from the steadily expanding blockade 
and capture of Southern ports at the hands of such 
professionals as Admirals Samuel F. Du Pont and 
David G. Farragut. Their endeavors restricted 
the flow of Confederate cotton to European mar¬ 
kets and throttled the flow of weapons and raw 
materials returning through an extensive net of 
Southern blockade-runners. The impasse contin¬ 
ued until July 1863 when General George G. 
Meade defeated Lee at Gettysburg while another 
figure, General Ulysses S. Grant, captured Vicks¬ 
burg on the Mississippi River, severing the Con¬ 


federacy in two. Lincoln finally saw in Grant that 
commodity the lack of which had so hobbled the 
war effort to date—an aggressive, relentless fighter 
who fully embraced the president’s broad offen¬ 
sive scheme. Once Lincoln appointed Grant gen¬ 
eral in chief in the spring of 1864, the fate of the 
Confederacy was sealed. 

Throughout the spring and early summer of 
1864, the redoubtable Grant singularly failed to 
humble Lee’s stubborn graycoats in the field. A 
series of bloody encounters at the Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania Court House, and Cold Harbor led to 
increasingly long casualty lists and open question¬ 
ing as to Lincoln’s very survival in the fall elections. 
Defeat and heavy losses took a heavy toll on the 
president, as did the death of his son Todd, but he 
willingly bore the burdens to provide Grant with 
whatever support he needed. The shift occurred by 
late summer and early fall. Once Grant had finally 
pinned Lee to the defense of Richmond, Virginia, 
the army of General WiUiam T. Sherman had cap¬ 
tured Atlanta, Georgia, while forces under General 
Philip H. Sheridan swept the strategic Shenan¬ 
doah Valley free of Confederates. This string of 
important victories dramatically resuscitated Lin¬ 
coln’s political fortunes, and in November he 
handily crushed his Democratic opponent. General 
McClellan. Six months later, the Confederacy lay 
in ruins: outnumbered, out of supplies, and flag¬ 
ging in spirit. Lee then surrendered to Grant at 
Appomattox on April 9, 1865, effectively ending 
military operations in the East. All the while, Lin¬ 
coln took to the podium and pleaded for leniency 
toward the former Confederates and national uni¬ 
fication without vindictiveness. The president 
never lived to see the country reunited: On April 
14, 1865, he was cut down by John Wilkes Booth at 
Lord’s Theater in Washington, D.C. Lincoln, the 
awkward, sad-looking leader who had labored so 
long and successfully to keep the nation whole, 
became the first chief executive assassinated in 
office. But because of his triumph at preserving the 
Union throughout the worse crisis in its history, 
Lincoln is frequently cited as America’s greatest 
chief executive. 



Longstreet, J ames 715 


In addition to saving the United States, Lincoln 
ushered in a social revolution by finally vanquish¬ 
ing the centuries-old incubus of human bondage. 
This was a highly emotional issue to both North 
and South, and the chief executive nuanced the 
matter with great delicacy. Lincoln himself, while 
personally against slavery, was quite willing to 
accommodate it where it already existed. Once the 
South rejected this stance, he weathered the dire 
necessity of keeping strategic and slaveholding bor¬ 
der states such as Maryland, Kentucky, and Mis¬ 
souri in the Union camp. He thereby completely 
ignored the demands of abolitionists and Radical 
Republicans to outlaw slavery altogether. A more 
incremental approach, one cued closely to the mili¬ 
tary course of the war, was ultimately preferable. In 
the fall of 1862, after the Union victory at Antie- 
tam, Lincoln issued his famous “Emancipation 
Proclamation,” which only freed slaves in areas still 
under Confederate control. Furthermore, he con¬ 
sistently negated all attempts by Union command¬ 
ers to free slaves so as not to lose continuing 
support from slaveholding Unionists. Despite his 
caution, these moves reveal much about Lincoln’s 
grasp of foreign affairs: By firmly placing the 
American government on the side of emancipa¬ 
tion, he minimized the risk of European interven¬ 
tion on behalf of the Confederacy. The British 
government, in particular, would certainly not 
enter an armed conflict to preserve Southern slav¬ 
ery. Lincoln also initially looked askance at the use 
of African-American troops until 1863, when 
shortages of white volunteers had to be remedied. 
Public opinion may have been mixed, and devel¬ 
opments certainly infuriated Confederate sensibili¬ 
ties, but upward of 180,000 black troops flocked to 
the colors, fought magnificently, and further tipped 
the manpower scales in favor of the North. Toward 
the close of the war, Lincoln also embraced cre¬ 
ation of the Freedmen’s Bureau to help manumit¬ 
ted slaves readjust to living, working, and voting as 
free citizens. The president died before his dream 
of peacefully reintegrating former slaves and Con¬ 
federates into society was realized. The chore con¬ 
sequently fell to individuals of lesser ability and 


conviction, with decidedly mixed and frequently 
unfortunate results. Had Lincoln lived as the guid¬ 
ing spirit behind postwar Reconstruction, the 
tumult of 20th-century civil rights movements 
may have been obviated altogether. 
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Longstreet, James (1821-1904) 

Confederate general 

James Longstreet was born in Edgehill, South 
Carolina, on January 8, 1821, the son of planters. 
He gained admittance to the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy in 1838, compiling a mediocre academic 
record before graduating near the bottom of his 
class in 1842. He then served as a second lieuten¬ 
ant in the 4th and 8th U.S. Infantries while per¬ 
forming garrison duty at various posts along the 
Louisiana and Texas frontiers. When the Mexican 
War commenced in 1846, Longstreet joined the 
army of General Zachary Taylor, and he distin- 
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Confederate general James Longstreet (Massachusetts 
Commandery Military Order of the Loyal Legion and the US. 
Army Military History Institute) 


guished himself at the battle of Monterrey. The 
following year, he accompanied General Winfield 
Scott on his march to Mexico City, winning a 
brevet promotion to major for gallantry and suf¬ 
fering severe wounds at Chapultepec. After the 
war, Longstreet returned to the frontier to serve 
as payroll master for many years. Once the Civil 
War broke out in April 1861, he resigned his com¬ 
mission and became a brigadier general in the 
Confederate army of General Pierre G. T. Beau¬ 
regard. Longstreet proved himself a tremendous 
fighter, commencing at Blackburn’s Ford on July 
18, 1861, where he repulsed the advance guard of 
General Irvin McDowell. Three days later, he 
fought with distinction at Bull Run and pursued 


fleeing Federal forces nearly to the gates of Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Longstreet’s fine performance resulted in his 
promotion to major general and command of a 
division in General Joseph E. Johnston’s army. In 
this capacity, he conducted a fine rear-guard action 
against General Samuel P. Heintzelman’s III Corps 
at Williamsburg on May 5, 1862, and he nearly 
routed a division under General Joseph Hooker. 
However, he bungled his next assignment at Seven 
Pines the following May 31, leading to a Confeder¬ 
ate repulse. Longstreet then rebounded under Gen¬ 
eral Robert E. Lee during his Seven Days’ battles 
and subsequently received command of nearly half 
of Lee’s infantry. He then decisively contributed to 
the overwhelming Confederate victory over Gen¬ 
eral John Pope at Second Manassas on August 29- 
30, 1862, in concert with General Thomas J. 
Jackson. Longstreet’s tendency toward caution 
then manifested itself when he strongly opposed 
Lee’s invasion of Maryland that fall, but he fought 
exceedingly well at South Mountain and Antietam 
in September. The following month, Lee, who 
affectionately referred to Longstreet as his “Old 
War Horse,” promoted him to lieutenant general 
with command of the newly organized I Corps. 
With the stodgy general, he capably defended Mar- 
ye’s Heights at the Battle of Fredericksburg on 
December 13, 1862, against General Ambrose 
Burnside. 

In February 1863 Longstreet was detached on 
an independent command around Suffolk, Vir¬ 
ginia, where he failed to distinguish himself. His 
lethargic movements also deprived him of partici¬ 
pating in the decisive Confederate victory at Chan- 
cellorsviUe (May 2-3, 1863), but following the 
death of Jackson, he emerged as Lee’s senior corps 
commander and his closest confidant. As a strate¬ 
gist, Longstreet embraced Lee’s renewed northern 
offensive, but only in concert with a tactical defense 
once a battle situation developed. He therefore was 
somewhat aghast on July 2,1863, when Lee decided 
to attack the strongly posted army of General 
George G. Meade at Gettysburg for the next two 
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days. Longstreet sullenly complied with orders to 
hit the Union center along Cemetery Ridge, where a 
division under General John B. Hood dislodged the 
III Corps of General Daniel Sickles from the Peach 
Orchard but failed to turn the Union left at Little 
Round Top. In fact, Longstreet moved so tardily 
that it was not untH 4:30 p.m. that his attack— 
scheduled for the morning—got underway. On July 
3 he also vehemendy remonstrated against Lee’s 
plan to assault the Union center. He contributed 
only the division of General George E. Pickett to 
the ensuing debacle, and as he predicted, the Con¬ 
federates were turned back with staggering losses. 
In the fall of 1863, the I Corps temporarily trans¬ 
ferred west to bolster the Army of Tennessee under 
General Braxton Bragg. Longstreet bore a critical 
role in the Southern victory at Chickamauga (Sep¬ 
tember 20, 1863), where his men smashed though 
an inadvertent gap caused by General William S. 
Rosecrans. However, deteriorating relations with 
Bragg resulted in Longstreet’s assignment to besiege 
Knoxville, Tennessee, where he and General Joseph 
Wheeler failed to overcome Federal troops under 
General Burnside. The ensuing defeat of Bragg at 
Chattanooga on November 25, 1863, and the sub¬ 
sequent approach of General William T. Sherman 
with reinforcements induced Longstreet to aban¬ 
don Knoxville for the winter. 

Longstreet rejoined Lee in the spring of 1864 in 
time to oppose the Overland campaign of General 
Ulysses S. Grant. His timely appearance at the Wil¬ 
derness on May 6,1864, reinforced General Ambrose 
P. Hill’s corps and drove off Federals under Gen¬ 
eral Winfield S. Hancock. Unfortunately, Long¬ 
street was accidendy wounded by his own men at 
the height of the struggle, and he could not resume 
active duty until the following October. Gommand 
of the I Corps reverted to General Richard H. 
Anderson in his absence. Longstreet next com¬ 
manded the defenses of Richmond, Virginia, until 
the Union breakthrough of April 2-3, 1865, and he 
retreated with Lee to Appomattox Gourt House. He 
remained in the field beside Lee until the latter’s sur¬ 
render to superior Union forces on April 9,1865. 


After the war, Longstreet entered business and 
gained the undying enmity of former friends by 
joining the Republican Party. President Grant, a 
West Point classmate, then appointed him sur¬ 
veyor of New Orleans in 1869 and postmaster in 
1873. Commencing in 1880, he also served as 
minister to Turkey, U.S. marshal for Georgia, and 
U.S. railroad commissioner. Throughout this 
period, Longstreet embraced the vitriolic literary 
campaign ascribing blame for the loss of the war. 
He was one of few senior commanders willing to 
criticize Lee’s leadership openly and was, in turn, 
bitterly assailed by former generals Jubal A. Early 
and Fitzhugh Lee for slowness and insubordina¬ 
tion at Gettysburg—in effect, losing the battle. 
Longstreet, revered and reviled by many as “Old 
Pete,” died at his home in Gainesville, Georgia, on 
January 2,1904, an outstanding corps commander 
but undistinguished in an independent role. 
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Loring, William W. (1818-1886) 

Confederate general 

William Wing Loring was born in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, raised in Florida, and served in 
the militia during the Second Seminole War 
(1835-42), rising to lieutenant. He then studied 
law at Georgetown College, gained admittance to 
the state bar, and won a seat in the state legislature, 
hut when the Mexican War commenced in 1846, 
he joined the U.S. Army as a captain in the elite 
2nd Mounted Riflemen. In this capacity, Loring 
accompanied the army of General Winfield Scott 
on its march to Mexico City, winning two brevet 
promotions for bravery at Contreras and Chapulte- 
pec. In the latter engagement, Loring lost his left 
arm. He ended the war a brevet lieutenant colonel 



Confederate general William W. Loring (Florida State 
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and marched his regiment to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, in anticipation of the famous gold rush to 
California. He then escorted settlers 2,500 miles to 
Oregon and hack with a train of 600 wagons. Lor¬ 
ing discharged his duties well under difficult con¬ 
ditions and consequently received command of 
the Department of Oregon in 1851. His regiment 
subsequently transferred to Texas and New Mex¬ 
ico, seeing constant action against hostile Coman¬ 
che and Kiowa. In December 1856 Loring became 
the army’s youngest colonel and also assumed 
control of Fort Union, New Mexico. Two years 
later, he accompanied Colonel Albert S. Johnston 
on the noted Mormon expedition to Utah and the 
following year took a leave of absence to study in 
Europe. He returned in 1860 as commander of the 
Department of New Mexico. Loring, while a 
Southerner, did not embrace secession strongly, 
but after Florida left the Union in January 1861, he 
tendered his resignation and turned Fort Union 
over to Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, another 
frontier stalwart. 

In May 1861 Loring gained appointment as a 
brigadier general, and the following July he suc¬ 
ceeded the slain general Robert B. Garnett as com¬ 
mander of the Northwestern Army in the 
Shenandoah Valley. This brought him under the 
aegis of General Robert E. Lee, Loring’s junior in 
prewar days, and the two men faded to get along 
amicably. Following the Gheat Mountain expedition 
in September 1861, Lee was transferred to another 
sector and replaced hy General Thomas J. Jackson. 
On January 1, 1862, Jackson launched a midwinter 
offensive to capture the town of Romney, Virginia, 
and Loring’s men suffered terribly from exposure to 
the elements. Jackson ordered him to remain behind 
in place, exposed to attack, so Loring violated the 
chain of command by complaining to friends in the 
Confederate War Department. When Secretary of 
War Judah P. Benjamin consequently ordered Jack- 
son to remove Loring’s command from Romney, 
the latter angrily threatened to resign his commis¬ 
sion. Loring was then tactfully transferred from the 
valley on February 9, 1862, and reassigned to Nor¬ 
folk as a major general. 
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In December 1862 Loring was again trans¬ 
ferred, this time to the Army of the Mississippi 
under John C. Pemberton, whom he also out¬ 
ranked in the prewar army. The two men held 
each other in thinly veiled contempt and barely 
cooperated. Nonetheless, on March 11, 1863, Lor- 
ing’s gallant stand at Fort Pemberton, Greenwood, 
Mississippi, turned back a combined Union expe¬ 
dition along the Tallahatchie River. Mounting the 
parapet, he paraded back and forth under fire and 
encouraged his command to “Give them blizzards, 
boys!” Thereafter, he became jocularly known as 
“Old Blizzards.” boring’s victory spared Vicks¬ 
burg’s defenses from being turned and forced 
General Ulysses S. Grant to campaign overland 
from below the city. On May 16, 1863, Grant 
caught up to Pemberton at Champion’s Hill, Mis¬ 
sissippi, driving the Southerners from the field 
and forcing Loring to break away from the main 
force. With Pemberton now shut up in Vicksburg, 
Loring marched to join General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston’s army at Jackson. Months Jater, Pemberton 
vindictively accused Loring of insubordination 
and blamed him for the city’s fall. 

By the spring of 1864, Loring had transferred 
to the corps of General Leonidas K. Polk, and he 
fought with him against General WiUiam T. Sher¬ 
man’s advance into Georgia. Once Polk was killed 
on June 14, 1864, he assumed command of his 
corps until replaced by General Alexander P. 
Stewart—a good indication of Johnston’s distrust 
of his abilities. Loring went on to fight well at the 
battles of Peachtree Creek and Ezra Church under 
General John B. Hood in July 1864, and then he 
accompanied Hood during the ill-fated advance 
into Tennessee. He again fought conspicuously at 
the defeats of Franklin and Nashville that fall and 
afterward took his surviving men back into North 
Carolina to rejoin Johnston. Loring performed 
well at Bentonville (March 19-21, 1865) before 
finally surrendering to Sherman at Greensboro on 
May 2, 1865. 

For a former Confederate, Loring enjoyed an 
active and varied career throughout the postwar 
period. After serving as a banker in New York 


City, he departed for Egypt in 1869 and joined the 
army of Khedive Ismail I as a lewan pasha (briga¬ 
dier general). He commanded the garrison of 
Alexandria for five years, led an expedition into 
the Sudan, and won the Battle of Kaya-Khor in 
1874. Loring consequently enjoying the title of 
pasha and command of a division. He returned to 
the United States in 1879 to write about his experi¬ 
ences. Loring died in New York City on December 
30, 1886, a talented, colorful, and stubborn mili¬ 
tary leader. 
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Lovell, Mansfield (1822-1884) 

Confederate general 

Mansfield Lovell was born in Washington, D.C., 
on October 20, 1822, a son of army surgeon-gen¬ 
eral Joseph LovelJ. Orphaned by the death of his 
parents, he entered the U.S. Military Academy in 
1838 and graduated four years later near the top of 
his class. LoveU then served as a second lieutenant 
in the 4th U.S. Artillery, performing garrison duty 
in Texas under General Zachary Taylor. When the 
Mexican War broke out, he accompanied Taylor’s 
army and fought with distinction at Monterrey 
(September 18-21, 1846), being wounded and 
winning a brevet promotion. After serving as aide- 
de-camp to General John A. Quitman, he trans¬ 
ferred to the army of General Winfield Scott in 
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1847 as it advanced on Mexico City. Lovell fought 
well at the storming of Chapultepec on September 
14, 1847, receiving a second brevet to captain. 
Afterward, he performed several more tours of 
garrison duty along the frontier before resigning 
his commission in 1854. He then worked at an 
ironworks in New Jersey for four years until 
1858, when he relocated to New York City as the 
city’s first superintendent of street improve¬ 
ment. There, he met and befriended Gustavus 
W. Smith, a future Confederate general. Once 
the Civil War commenced in April 1861, Smith 
departed immediately for the South, but Lovell 
lingered in the city for several months before 
finally offering his service to the Confederacy 
that September. His tardiness at joining always 
produced an undercurrent of suspicion as to his 
actual loyalties. 

On October 7, 1861, Lovell—thanks largely 
to the intercession of his friend Smith—became 
a major general in the Confederate army and 
head of Department No. 1, the city of New 
Orleans. Though the South’s largest city and 
main port, he inherited a small garrison, few 
cannon, and inadequate naval resources. He 
spent the next several months strengthening 
Forts Jackson and St. Philip, 70 miles below the 
city on the Mississippi River, which any invading 
squadron would have to pass. Lovell performed 
well, considering his material deficiencies, but 
he proved much given to drink and bragging. 
Moreover, he stated repeatedly to the Southern 
press that New Orleans could be easily defended 
under present conditions. On April 18, 1862, a 
combined Union fleet of ships and mortar boats 
under Captains David G. Farragut and David 
D. Porter threaded its way up the Mississippi. 
As anticipated. Forts St. Philip and Jackson held 
the fleet at bay for a week until Farragut executed 
a brilliant night passage on April 24, 1862. Once 
the fleet pulled up alongside the helpless city and 
landed the army of General Benjamin F. Butler, 
Lovell had little recourse but to evacuate his 
army to safety. For this, he was immediately con¬ 
demned in newspapers throughout the South, 


even though leaders such as General Robert E. 
Lee sanctioned the appropriateness of his with¬ 
drawal. A court of inquiry also vindicated Lovell, 
but his subsequent career remained hobbled by a 
whispering campaign about alleged disloyalty. 
His own troops added to the hubbub by singing 
“The New Ballad of Lord Lovell,” which satirized 
the loss of New Orleans and the most obvious 
consequence of heavy drinking—his conspicu¬ 
ous red nose. 

In the fall of 1862, Lovell had succeeded to 
the command of the I Corps in the army of Gen¬ 
eral Earl Van Dorn, in which he also served as 
second in command. On October 3-4, 1862, Van 
Dorn ordered a desperate attempt to retake the 
strategic railroad junction at Corinth, Missis¬ 
sippi, from Union forces under General William 
S. Rosecrans. Lovell performed well on the first 
day of fighting, which occasioned heavy Confed¬ 
erate losses, but on the second day. Van Dorn 
ordered his division to assault strongly entrenched 
federal troops. Lovell, unwilling to sacrifice his 
command in a futile attack, only sent skirmishers 
forward while two other Southern divisions went 
forward, unsupported, and were mauled. Van 
Dorn then charged Lovell with insubordination, 
but he partially redeemed his reputation by con¬ 
ducting a splendid rear-guard action at Coffee- 
ville, Mississippi, on October 5, 1862. Shortly 
after, Lovell was relieved, and he spent the bal¬ 
ance of the war as a volunteer staff officer under 
General Joseph E. Johnston. Despite repeated 
entreaties for a new command, Lovell passed the 
remainder of the war in relative obscurity. In 
March 1865 General Lee requested that he receive 
the command of a corps, and the government 
finally relented, but the war ended before Lovell 
could reach his headquarters. 

After the war, Lovell relocated to Georgia to 
work as a rice farmer, but in 1869 he lost his estate 
in a flood. He then returned to New York to hold 
down various positions as a surveyor and an engi¬ 
neer. Lovell died there on June 1, 1884, a talented 
officer but seldom employed by a government that 
never really trusted him. 
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Lyon, Nathaniel (1818-1861) 

Union general 

Nathaniel Lyon was born in Ashford, Connecticut, 
on July 14, 1818, the son of farmers. He entered 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1837 and graduated 
four years later a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. 
Infantry. Lyon next fought in Florida’s Second 
Seminole War and performed garrison duty at 
Sachet’s Harbor, New York, before accompanying 
General Winfield Scott’s army in the Mexican 
War. Lyon, endowed with flaming red hair and a 
disposition to match, fought bravely at Contreras 
and Churubusco in 1847, winning a brevet pro¬ 
motion to captain. He next performed a stint of 
frontier duties and Indian fighting before being 
assigned to Fort Riley, Kansas, during the period 
known as “Bleeding Kansas.” Lyon’s encounter 
with slavery affected him profoundly, and he 
joined the Republican Party as an avid abolition¬ 
ist. In February 1861, on the cusp of open hostili¬ 
ties, he was installed as commander of the U.S. 
Arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri. It proved to be a 
singularly fortuitous appointment for the North. 

Throughout the spring of 1861, Missouri was 
split along Northern and Southern lines with Gov¬ 
ernor Claiborne F. Jackson firmly in the Confed¬ 
erate camp. Lyon, determined to hold St. Louis for 


the Union, began to recruit a Unionist militia 
known as the Home Guard from thousands of 
German-speaking immigrants. This move prompted 
Jackson to call out his own Confederate militia, 
the State Guard, that Lyon feared would be used to 
capture the St. Louis arsenal. With typical audacity 
and dispatch, he surrounded and captured many 
Confederate sympathizers at Camp Jackson on 
May 10,1861, and then paraded them through the 
streets of the city. Riots broke out in consequence, 
and when the Home Guard fired into the crowd, 
killing 28 men, thousands fled the city and joined 
the Confederate side. Lyon’s rash action may have 
bolstered Jackson’s hand for the time being, but it 
also kept the arsenal out of Confederate hands and 
possibly saved Missouri for the Union. Lyon also 
conspired with Congressman Francis P. Blair, a 
Radical Republican, to remove the Southern-lean¬ 
ing general William S. Harney as commander of 
the Department of the West. Lyon then advanced 
to brigadier general of volunteers to succeed him 
and moved quickly to secure the Potosi lead mines 
for the Union. Then, to avoid further bloodshed, 
he conferred with Governor Jackson and State 
Guard commander Sterling Price at a hotel in St. 
Louis on June 11, 1861. Negotiations came to 
nothing and Lyon angrily stalked out declaring, 
“This means war!” He began to mobilize his 
troops to neutralize the Confederate threat once 
and for all. 

Lyon, true to form, moved swiftly. On June 15, 
1861, his troops captured the state capital of Jef¬ 
ferson City, forcing Governor Jackson to flee. Two 
days later, his Home Guard attacked state troops 
at Boonville, Missouri, defeating them. He then 
moved against the major city of Springfield, which 
fell on July 13, 1861. On August 2, 1861, Lyon 
engaged and defeated another Southern force at 
Dug Springs. There, he learned that a large Con¬ 
federate force consisting of State Guard troops 
under Price and Texas forces under General Ben 
McCulloch were advancing on him with 11,000 
men. Lyon, who possessed only 5,500, should have 
withdrawn, but, instead, he chose to attack over 
the objections of his second in command. Major 
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John M. Schofield. On August 10, 1861, he sur¬ 
prised the Confederates at Wilson’s Creek by driv¬ 
ing them from their camp and occupying a nearby 
ridge line. While Price’s men counterattacked, a 
second Union column under Colonel Franz Sigel 
marched to the rear of the Confederate camp and 
nearly routed the defenders before being defeated 
in turn. The Confederates, flushed with victory, 
were gathering for a final assault when Lyon 
launched his fourth charge of the day and fell 
mortally wounded. His army then safely extricated 
itself and withdrew, leaving the field to victorious 
but disorganized Southerners. 

Lyon was the first Union officer of general 
rank to fall in combat and was enshrined among 
the North’s first martyrs. His headstrong behavior 
undoubtedly contributed to his demise, but by 
acting promptly and aggressively in the early days 
of the crisis, he probably preserved Missouri for 


the Union. In December 1861 the slain officer 

posthumously received the thanks of Congress. 
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McClellan, George B. (1826-1885) 

Union general 

George Brinton McClellan was born in Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania, on December 13, 1826, a 
member of an established and influential family. 
After briefly studying at the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, he was admitted to the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy in 1842—aged only 16 years—and graduated 
four years later, second in his class. He then served 
as a second lieutenant in the elite Corps of Engi¬ 
neers, joining General Winfield Scott’s army in 
time to serve in the Mexican War. McClellan dis¬ 
tinguished himself in combat, winning two brevet 
promotions for bravery at Contreras, Churubusco, 
and Chapultepec. Afterward, he served as an 
instructor at West Point until 1851, and he was 
called on to design and construct Fort Delaware, 
undertake harbor clearing, and conduct railroad 
surveys. In 1855 McClellan rose to captain and 
journeyed to Europe to observe the ongoing 
Crimean War. He also studied cavalry tactics in 
Prussia and Austria and designed the so-called 
McClellan saddle, which remained in use for sev¬ 
eral decades. However, McClellan ended his prom¬ 
ising military career by resigning his commission 
in 1857 to work as chief engineer of the Illinois 
Central Railroad. A superb administrator, he had 
risen to president of the Ohio and Mississippi 
Railroad by 1860. 

When the Civil War began in April 1861, 
McClellan served as a major general of volunteers. 


commanding the Department of the Ohio. In this 
capacity, he helped plan and orchestrate several 
minor victories over Confederate forces in pres¬ 
ent-day West Virginia, especially the Battle of Rich 
Mountain (July 11, 1861). Success here brought 
him to the attention of President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln, then desperately seeking to replace General 
Irvin McDowell as commander of Union forces. 
In July 1861 McClellan, who, while short in stat¬ 
ure, cut an impressive military figure on horse¬ 
back, gained appointment as head of the newly 
organized Army of the Potomac. That November, 
he also maneuvered to have himself appointed 
general in chief at the expense of his old mentor. 
General Scott. McClellan proved himself to be a 
superb disciplinarian and a first-class military 
organizer. Within months, he transformed his 
charge from an unruly mob into a finely honed 
military machine, eager for combat. The men 
came to revere their commander, in turn, chris¬ 
tening him “Little Mac.” Lincoln, however, grew 
frustrated by McClellan’s lack of aggressiveness or, 
as he put it, his case of “the slows.” McClellan 
ignored continual prodding by the government to 
attack, and on January 27, 1862, the president 
issued General War Order No. 1 mandating a gen¬ 
eral offensive. When McClellan still refused to 
budge, he was removed as general in chief and 
replaced by General Henry W. Halleck. 

It was not until March 1862 that McClellan 
began his offensive with 118,000 men. He did so 
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by transporting his huge army down the Potomac 
River to the Yorktown Peninsula, thus bypassing 
the strong fortifications of Richmond, Virginia. 
But McClellan, while possessing twice as many 
troops as General Joseph E. Johnston, behaved 
cautiously and only inched his way inland. He was 
easily deceived by a smaller force under General 
John B. Magruder at Yorktown, which he stopped 
to besiege and thereby squandered a month in 
preparations. McClellan next easily parried John¬ 
ston’s careless thrust at Seven Oaks on May 31- 
June 1, 1862, but he then confronted the infinitely 
more aggressive general Robert E. Lee. Lee, taking 
advantage of his opponent’s ingrained caution, 
launched the Seven Days’ battles for the next 
week to intimidate him. McClellan, although 
besting the Confederates and inflicting heavier 


losses, believed himself badly outnumbered and 
fell back to the James River. Lincoln became so 
angered by this display of timidity that he removed 
“Little Mac” in August and had the Army of the 
Potomac broken up and distributed among the 
new Army of Virginia under General John Pope. 
McClellan bitterly complained that his failure 
resulted from the lack of promised reinforce¬ 
ments, especially the 30,000 men General McDow¬ 
ell’s I Corps that had been detained for the defense 
of Washington, D.C. 

Pope’s tenure as senior Union commander 
proved disastrous and came to grief at Second 
Manassas on August 29-30,1862. Lee then crossed 
into Union territory by invading Maryland, and a 
desperate Lincoln restored McClellan to com¬ 
mand. As before, he energetically reinvigorated 
the Army of the Potomac and was further bol¬ 
stered by receipt of a copy of General Lee’s secret 
orders. The orders revealed that Confederate 
forces were badly divided, but McClellan, true to 
form, reacted slowly. After winning a small victory 
at South Mountain on September 14, 1862, he 
confronted Lee’s entire army at Antietam three 
days later. The Confederates were outnumbered 
badly 90,000 to 55,000 men, but McClellan 
attacked cautiously, failed to commit his entire 
army to the fray, and allowed Lee to escape a close 
brush with destruction. When the Southerners 
withdrew back to Virginia, McClellan failed to 
pursue them vigorously and instead called for 
reinforcements. Confederate cavalry under Gen¬ 
eral J. E. B. Stuart then conducted their second 
celebrated ride around the Army of the Potomac, 
and Lincoln again relieved McClellan in favor of 
General Ambrose E. Burnside. EoUowing a tearful 
farewell from his soldiers, he left the field, never to 
command again. 

After waiting two years for orders that never 
came, McClellan accepted the Democratic Party’s 
nomination for the presidency in 1864. He dis¬ 
avowed his party’s peace platform and calls for a 
negotiated settlement with the South, but he 
nonetheless waxed critical of Lincoln’s perfor¬ 
mance as commander in chief The war weariness 
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of the North coupled with high casualty rates 
from General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland cam¬ 
paign to Richmond seemed to dampen Lincoln’s 
political future. The soldiers, however, over¬ 
whelmingly rejected their former commander, 
and the president easily gained reelection with 
212 electoral votes to 21. McClellan then resigned 
from the army altogether and toured Europe for 
three years. Back home, he became chief engineer 
for the New York City Department of Docks, and 
from 1878 to 1881, he served as governor of New 
Jersey. McClellan died in Orange, New Jersey, on 
October 29, 1885. He was among the most tal¬ 
ented of Civil War leaders yet was simply unwill¬ 
ing to risk the splendid army he had so 
painstakingly created. 
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McCulloch, Ben (1811-1862) 

Confederate general 

Ben McCulloch was born in Rutherford, Ten¬ 
nessee, on November 11, 1811, the son of a War 
of 1812 soldier from that state. He was raised on 


the frontier, befriended legendary scout Davy 
Crockett, and accompanied him to Texas in 1836. 
McCulloch missed dying at the Alamo on account 
of measles but subsequently distinguished himself 
at the decisive victory at San Jacinto. He then 
settled in Texas as a surveyor and also became 
one of the founding members of the noted Texas 
Rangers, organized for frontier defense. This ad 
hoc group of rough-hewn scouts fought well at 
the August 1840 Battle of Plum Creek in which he 
defeated the Great Comanche Raid of that year, 
and despite a reputation for brutality toward Indi¬ 
ans and Mexicans, McCulloch became a popular 
figure in the southwestern press and won a seat 
in the Texas Congress. When the Mexican War 
erupted in 1846, he volunteered his services as a 
scout under General Zachary Taylor and further 
distinguished himself in the Battle of Monterrey. 
In February 1847 McCulloch performed particu¬ 
larly valuable service by detecting the approach of 
General Antonio de Santa Anna’s army prior to the 
Battle of Buena Vista. Consequently, McCulloch 
received brevet promotion to major of U.S. Vol¬ 
unteers. After the war, he migrated to California 
at the height of the gold rush and then returned 
to Texas in 1852 to serve as a federal marshal. In 
1858 he accompanied the Mormon expedition of 
Colonel Albert S. Johnston and remained behind 
as a peace commissioner. 

Once Texas seceded from the Union on Febru¬ 
ary 1, 1861, McCulloch became a colonel of state 
troops. In that capacity, he received the surrender 
of U.S. forces under General David E. Twiggs at 
San Antonio. On May 11, 1861, he was appointed 
brigadier general at the behest of Confederate presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis and was assigned to command 
the Southwest Division, with troops in Texas, Loui¬ 
siana, and Arkansas. He also was responsible for 
military matters in the nearby Indian Territory 
and arranged the commissioning of Cherokee 
Stand Watie to brigadier general. As a military 
figure, McCulloch cultivated his larger-than-life 
image by remaining contemptuous of military 
protocol and regulations. As such, he invariably 
discarded his Confederate uniform in favor of a 
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trademark black velvet outfit. His first military 
endeavor of consequence was to march troops 
into southwestern Missouri and reinforce the 
Confederate State Guard under General Sterling 
Price. On August 10, 1861, both men were sur¬ 
prised in camp by Union troops under General 
Nathaniel Lyon and nearly routed. However, 
McCulloch managed to defeat a flanking force 
under Colonel Franz Sigel and personally led 
a charge by Louisiana infantry that captured 
five cannon. Lyon was killed in the ensuing fra¬ 
cas, and the Confederates were left holding 
the field. 

Victory did little to promote good relations 
between the headstrong McCulloch and the 
equally obstinate Price. In January 1862 Confed¬ 
erate authorities responded by creating the new 
Trans-Mississippi Department under General 
Earl Van Dorn to keep both in line. Heavy losses 
and internal disorganization stalled a Southern 
resurgence in the region for several months, and 
it was not until the spring that Van Dorn, Price, 
and McCulloch finally confronted a new threat 
posed by General Samuel R. Curtis. Gathering 
16,000 men, Van Dorn advanced on the Federals 
at Pea Ridge, Arkansas, on March 7, 1862. That 
morning, McCulloch rode ahead of the main 
body to reconnoiter the Union position, con¬ 
spicuously decked out in his black uniform. He 
was then singled out by a sharpshooter and killed. 
Deprived of his sound judgment, Van Dorn 
waged a reckless and piecemeal action that for¬ 
feited control of northern Arkansas to the North. 
McCulloch had enjoyed renown as one of the 
first and greatest of the Texas Rangers, and his 
passing was greatly lamented. At the time of his 
death, he was also the second-most senior briga¬ 
dier in Confederate service. 

Further Reading 

Brice, Donaly E. The Great Comanche Raid: Boldest 

Indian Attack of the Texas Republic. Austin, Tex.: 

Eakin Press, 1987. 

Cutrer, Thomas W. Ben McCulloch and the Frontier 

Military Tradition. Chapel HUl: University of North 

Carolina Press, 1993. 


DeBlack, Thomas R. With Fire and Sword: Arkansas, 
1861-1874. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas 
Press, 2003. 

Maberry, Robert T. “Texans and the Defense of the Con¬ 
federate Northwest, April 1861-April 1862.” Unpub¬ 
lished Ph.D. diss., Texas Christian University, 1992. 
Piston, William G., and Richard W. Hatcher. Wilson’s 
Creek: The Second Battle of the Civil War and the 
Men Who Fought It. Chapel HUl: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2000. 

Shea, William L., and Grady McWhiney. War in the 
West: Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove. Abilene, Tex.: 
McWhiney Foundation Press, 2001. 

McDowell, Irvin (1818-1885) 

Union general 

Irvin McDowell was born in Columbus, Ohio, on 
October 15, 1818, and he attended the College de 
Troyes in France before being admitted to the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1834. He graduated four years 
later midway in his class and served as a second 
lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery during garrison 
stints along the Canadian border. In 1841 he trans¬ 
ferred back to West Point as an instructor, rising 
there to first lieutenant, and in 1845 he joined the 
staff of General John E. Wool in Texas as a staff 
officer. In this capacity, McDowell fought in the 
Mexican War (1846-48), winning a brevet promo¬ 
tion to captain for gallantry at the Battle of Buena 
Vista in February 1847. He subsequently arrived at 
Washington, D.C., and was posted within the adju¬ 
tant general’s department. For the next 12 years, he 
performed well in staff assignments, rising to major 
and frequently serving as aide-de-camp to General 
Winfield Scott. After the Civil War commenced, 
McDowell used political connections through Scott 
and Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase to 
advance three grades to brigadier general as of May 
11, 1861. He then accepted command of the 
Department of Northeastern Virginia and began to 
cobble together a force composed mainly of 90-day 
volunteers and poorly trained militia. Despite his 
lack of experience in handling large numbers of 
troops, McDowell discharged his duties with energy 
and dispatch, and, by July, he possessed a scratch 
force of 50,000 enthusiastic citizen soldiers. Given 
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sufficient time, he would have undoubtedly welded 
this polyglot assemblage into a finely honed army— 
but this proved to be a luxury he could not afford. 
Moreover, his blunt, reserved personality won few 
admirers or friends among the soldiers and politi¬ 
cians with whom he had to contend. 

Ever since the bombardment of Fort Sumter 
on April 12, 1861, the administration of President 
Abraham Lincoln fell under increasing pressure 
to mount a major offensive against the Confeder¬ 
ate capital of Richmond, Virginia, and crush the 
rebellion in one fell swoop. McDowell, as the com¬ 
manding general in the theater, also felt the heat 
and was goaded into committing his troops to 
combat before they were ready. He nonetheless 
proffered an excellent plan for outflanking Con¬ 
federate forces deployed at Manassas Junction 
under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. It was 
anticipated that a crushing victory here would 
severe Richmond’s supply lines and end the rebel¬ 
lion without further bloodshed. On July 16, 1861, 
McDowell led his overconfident amateurs south¬ 
ward down the Warrenton Turnpike to thunder¬ 
ous cheers of “On to Richmond!” Two days later, 
he paused at Centreville to reorganize and to lei¬ 
surely reconnoiter Confederate positions. On July 
18 a Union force was bested at Blackburn’s Ford 
by Confederates under General James Long- 
street, which further reinforced McDowell’s cau¬ 
tion. His three-day delay also enabled Beauregard 
to summon 10,000 reinforcements under the 
highly capable general Joseph E. Johnston, who 
boarded trains in the Shenandoah VaUey. Union 
forces in the region under elderly general Robert 
Patterson were supposed to have assisted McDow¬ 
ell by pinning Johnston in place to prevent such a 
move, but they failed to do so. 

The fateful encounter at Bull Run, on July 21, 
1861, was ostensibly lost to the Union before the 
first gun was fired. When McDowell finally 
attacked, he did so slowly and by piecemeal, allow¬ 
ing the Southerners to feed additional units to the 
threatened sector and hold the Northerners off 
Exhausted by a day of fighting in intense heat, 
McDowell’s levies finally wilted in the face of 


Johnston’s reinforcements and departed the bat¬ 
tlefield in an embarrassing stampede. The South¬ 
erners, equally disorganized by success, proved 
unable to mount an effective pursuit. In sum, 
McDowell originated a fine battle plan but one 
that proved beyond the ability of raw troops and 
officers to execute properly. Held as a scapegoat 
for defeat, he was replaced the following August by 
General George B. McClellan. 

When the Army of the Potomac was orga¬ 
nized in August 1861, McDowell received com- 
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mand of the I Corps along with promotion to 
major general as of March 1862. But he played no 
role in McClellan’s ambitious Peninsula cam¬ 
paign because the activities of General Thomas J. 
Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley convinced 
President Lincoln that Washington was threat¬ 
ened. Hence, McDowell’s 1 Corps remained in 
reserve, guarding the capital, and it saw little 
fighting: McClellan vocally cited his inaction as a 
major cause of his defeat at the hands of General 
Robert E. Lee. McDowell subsequently com¬ 
manded the Ill Corps in the Army of Virginia 
under General John Pope. Like Pope, he received 
blame for the defeat at Second Manassas on 
August 29-30, 1862, and he was relieved from 
field command for the duration of the war. 
McDowell angrily demanded and received a court 
of inquiry that exonerated his behavior, but his 
wartime service concluded. It was not until July 
1864 that he received command of the distant 
Department of the Pacific, followed by the Depart¬ 
ment of California in 1865. 

After the war, McDowell gradually resuscitated 
his reputation as a fine military administrator. He 
commanded the Department of the East in 1868, 
rising to major general in 1872. He next fulfilled 
four years as head of the Department of the South 
before returning to the Department of the Pacific 
in 1876. McDowell finally retired in 1882 and died 
at San Francisco on May 4, 1885. While a capable 
staff officer and administrator, he could never live 
down the stigma of losing the Civil War’s first 
large engagement. 
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McPherson, James B. (1828-1864) 

Union general 

James Birdseye McPherson was born near Clyde, 
Ohio, on November 14, 1828, the son of farmers. 
He overcame a life of poverty to enter the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1849 and graduated four 
years later, first in his class. Posted as a second 
lieutenant within the elite Corps of Engineers, 
McPherson remained at the academy as an instruc¬ 
tor until 1854, when he performed engineering 
work at New York and San Francisco. He rose to 
first lieutenant as of December 1858 and, as a 
strong Unionist, helped raise a volunteer company 
once the Civil War commenced in April 1861. 
Though promoted to captain and desiring a field 
command, McPherson was ordered to Boston to 
supervise harbor defenses. He then appealed to his 
former commander, now General Henry W. Hal- 
LECK, for help, and Halleck ordered him to St. 
Louis, Missouri, as his aide-de-camp with a rank 
of lieutenant colonel. In the winter of 1861, 
McPherson transferred to General Ulysses S. 
Grant’s staff as his engineering officer and capa¬ 
bly discharged his duties at Forts Henry and 
Donelson in February 1862. He performed equally 
well in the Shiloh campaign that spring and was 
entrusted with supervising military railroads in 
Mississippi as a brigadier general of volunteers. In 
October 1862 he further distinguished himself by 
rushing reinforcements to General William S. 
Rosecrans, then besieged at Corinth, Mississippi, 
and so effectively pursued Confederates under 
General Earl Van Dorn that he received both pro¬ 
motion to major general of volunteers and com¬ 
mand of a division in the XIII Corps. McPherson 
next fought throughout the ensuing Vicksburg 
campaign, commanding the XVII Corps, and he 
bore prominent roles in the victories at Port Gib¬ 
son, Jackson, and Ghampion’s Hill in May 1863. 
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He then actively partook of the siege operations at 
Vicksburg and, following its capitulation on July 
4, 1863, won appointment as its governor. 

On recommendations from both HaUeck and 
Grant, McPherson advanced to brigadier general 
in the regular army as of August 1863. He partici¬ 
pated in General William T. Sherman’s Meridian 
offensive in January 1864 and subsequently suc¬ 
ceeded Sherman as commander of the Army of the 
Tennessee during the march to Atlanta. As 
expected, McPherson performed well in a difficult 
campaign of maneuver and only faltered once. In 
May 1864 Sherman dispatched him on a 40-mile 
march below Dalton, Georgia, where the army of 
General Joseph E. Johnston was strongly 
entrenched. He advanced into Snake Gap Creek as 
ordered and was weU positioned to cut off John¬ 
ston’s entire army, but he suddenly and uncharac¬ 
teristically grew cautious and retreated. This 


proved the most unfortunate mistake of his entire 
military career, for the pass was then guarded by 
three weak Confederate brigades, and his hesita¬ 
tion allowed Johnston to escape encirclement 
speedily. Nonetheless, McPherson’s XVII Corps 
continued marching and fighting competently at 
Resaca, Dallas, and Kennesaw Mountain on the 
approach to Atlanta, and he helped to maneuver 
Johnston out of strong defensive positions. 

Johnston’s inability to stem Sherman’s approach 
resulted in his replacement with the ever-aggressive 
general John B. Hood, a former West Point room¬ 
mate of McPherson. That officer, cognizant of 
Hood’s well-deserved reputation for offensive tac¬ 
tics, immediately deployed his troops to meet what 
he anticipated would be an all-out assault. On July 
22, 1864, Hood struck violently at Union forces 
outside Atlanta, and Confederates under General 
William J. Hardee hit the Army of the Tennessee 
hard. After a raging battle of several hours, they 
were repulsed, thanks to McPherson’s excellent 
dispositions. However, as McPherson was recon- 
noitering a gap between several of his units, he 
stumbled into a Confederate picket line and was 
shot dead at the age of 35. “The country has lost one 
of its best soldiers,” General Grant lamented, “and I 
have lost one of my best friends.” McPherson’s 
death was a serious loss to the Union army, and had 
he lived, he may have been one of the towering fig¬ 
ures of the postwar period. 
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Magruder, John B. (1807-1871) 

Confederate general 

John Bankhead Magruder was born in Port Royal, 
Virginia, on May 1, 1807, the son of an attorney. 
He entered the U.S. Military Academy in 1826 and 
graduated in the middle of his class four years later 
as a second lieutenant in the 7th U.S. Infantry. As 
a student, Magruder was much given to heavy 
drinking and nearly was expelled for demerits. In 
1831 he transferred to the 1st U.S. Infantry and 
performed useful service in Florida’s Second Sem¬ 
inole War (1836-42). Magruder was next billeted 
in Texas as part of the Army of Occupation under 
General Zachary Taylor. He fought conspicuously 
in the Mexican War, commanding an artillery bat¬ 
tery under General Gideon Pillow at Cerro Gordo 
in 1847 and winning brevet promotions to major 
and lieutenant colonel. After the war, Magruder 
resumed a long stint of garrison duty along the 
frontier and the East Coast, gaining notoriety for 
his lavish partying, elaborate attire, and a pro¬ 
jected sense of superiority that manifested in the 
sobriquet “Prince John.” In 1859 Magruder 
returned west again to serve as commander of Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and he also toured as an 
artillery inspector. He was never overtly sympa¬ 
thetic toward secession, but after Virginia left the 
Union in April 1861, he resigned his commission 
and tended his service to the Confederacy as a 
colonel of infantry. 

Magruder’s flair for theatrics never deserted 
him in combat. On June 10, 1861, he led a small 
detachment of Confederates at Big Bethel, Vir¬ 
ginia, defeating an equally small detachment of 
Federals under General Benjamin F. Butler. The 
Southern press immediately magnified his victory 
and lionized him to the point where he gained 
promotion to brigadier general in June and major 
general the following October. In the spring of 


1862, he performed his best work by completely 
hoodwinking the vast army of General George B. 
McClellan at Yorktown into believing that his 
force of 15,000 men was much larger. Conse¬ 
quently, Union forces squandered an entire 
month, April 4-May 4, 1862, preparing for an 
unnecessary siege. However, General Joseph E. 
Johnston remained less impressed with his 
deportment, and after quarreling with him, 
Magruder sought a transfer to the Trans-Missis¬ 
sippi Department. While this transpired, Magruder 
fought capably at the Battle of Seven Pines (June 1, 
1862), and he resumed his bluffing activities 
against McClellan during General Robert E. Lee’s 
Seven Days’ offensive. But after this point, his bat¬ 
tlefield performance lessened through either lack of 
sleep or excessive drinking, and he fumbled assign¬ 
ments at Savage’s Station on June 29, 1862, and at 
Malvern HOI on July 1,1862. Lee was angered by his 
dilatoriness and was preparing charges against him 
when Magruder was transferred to the District of 
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Magruder’s subsequent activities were compe¬ 
tent, if anticlimactic. On January 1, 1863, he 
orchestrated a surprise attack on Union forces gar¬ 
risoning the port of Galveston, Texas, capturing 
them and the revenue cutter Harriet Lane and 
driving off the blockading squadron. This proved 
a significant victory as Galveston remained a port 
of considerable blockade-running activity for the 
rest of the war. In 1864 he also coordinated his 
efforts with General Richard Taylor in West 
Louisiana, and his assistance helped defeat the Red 
River expedition of General Nathaniel C. Banks. 
Magruder then briefly commanded the District of 
Arkansas in the fall of 1864 before returning to 
Texas. He surrendered there to Union authorities 
on June 2, 1865. Like many disaffected Confeder¬ 
ates, Magruder chose to emigrate to Mexico rather 
than return home. He served Emperor Maximilian 
as head of the Land Office of Colonization to 
encourage Southern immigration there. However, 
in November 1866 he sailed to Havana, Cuba, and 
then to New York City to practice law before 
finally settling down in San Antonio, Texas. 
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“Prince John” died there on February 18, 1871, a 
colorful, if marginal, military leader. 
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Meade, George G. (1815-1872) 

Union general 

George Gordon Meade was born in Cadiz, Spain, 
on December 31, 1815, the son of a naval agent. 
The premature death of his father forced him to 
quit school to support his family, but, in 1831, he 
gained admittance to the U.S. Military Academy. 
Meade graduated four years later as a second lieu¬ 
tenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery, where he fought 
in Florida’s Second Seminole War before con¬ 
tracting a fever. He briefly served at the U.S. Arse¬ 
nal in Watertown, Massachusetts, and then 
resigned his commission to work as a surveyor. In 
1842 Meade rejoined the service as a lieutenant in 
the Topographical Engineers, and he performed 
boundary work in Maine and construction work 
in Philadelphia. He next accompanied General 
Zachary Taylor’s army during the Mexican War, 
winning a brevet promotion for valor at the Battle 
of Monterrey (September 20-24, 1846). After a 
tour under General Winfield Scott in the advance 
against Mexico City the following year, Meade 
resumed his surveying work in Philadelphia, Flor¬ 
ida, and along the Canadian border, rising to 
captain as of May 1856. The onset of the Civil 
War in April 1861 led to a commission as a briga¬ 
dier general in the Pennsylvania Reserves, and he 


spent several months manning the defenses of 
Washington, D.C. 

Meade commenced to campaign actively by 
leading a brigade in the 1862 Peninsula campaign 
under General George B. McClellan. He fought 
conspicuously at Mechanicsville, Gaines’s Mill, 
White Oak Swamp, and especially at Frayser’s 
Farm (Glendale) on June 20, 1862, where he was 
wounded yet refused to quit the field. He had only 
partially recovered in time to see additional service 
under General John Pope at Second Manassas 
(August 29-30, 1862), and he commanded a divi¬ 
sion at Antietam on September 17, 1862. When 
the commander of I Corps, General Joseph 
Hooker, fell wounded, Meade replaced him in 
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battle, performing capably. He consequently rose 
to major general the following November under 
General Ambrose E. Burnside, and on December 
17, 1862, during the disastrous Battle of Freder¬ 
icksburg, he scored one of the few Union successes 
of the day with a minor breakthrough at General 
Thomas J. Jackson’s position. When command of 
the Army of the Potomac reverted to Hooker in 
the spring of 1863, Meade was entrusted with the 
command of V Corps, which was only slightly 
engaged at the disastrous defeat of Chancellors- 
viUe on May 2, 1863. Shortly after, the Army of 
Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee 
began its second incursion into Union territory by 
invading Pennsylvania. Hooker was then relieved 
of command, and when General John F. Reyn¬ 
olds declined to take up the mantle, Meade 
accepted it on June 28, 1863. He was somewhat 
taken aback by the appointment and not entirely 
pleased, but it proved most fortuitous for the 
country. 

On July 1, 1863, Union and Confederate 
forces collided in an engagement at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. Generals John Buford, Abner 
Doubleday, Oliver O. Howard, and Winfield S. 
Hancock waged a valiant fight, but they were 
driven out of town and up the slopes of nearby 
hills. Meade arrived on the battlefield at mid¬ 
night, sorted through his jumbled units, and 
assumed a masterfully defensive position. With 
his surveyor’s eye, he judiciously placed brigades 
and divisions along Cemetery Ridge, Little Round 
Top, and Culp’s Hill in such a manner as to make 
the broken, heavily wooded terrain work for him 
and against the Confederates. Consequently, 
throughout July 2, 1863, Union forces ably 
repelled determined attacks by General James 
Longstreet along the critical left flank. The 
slovenly deployment of General Daniel E. Sick¬ 
les and his 111 Corps caused many anxious 
moments and heavy casualties, but otherwise 
Meade’s line held firm. At a council of war that 
evening, Meade decided on a dawn attack to 
eliminate small Southern gains at the foot of 
Culp’s Hill and cleverly anticipated that Lee, hav¬ 


ing failed against both flanks, would most likely 
strike the Union center next. Throughout the 
evening, men and artillery shifted into position 
to meet the new threat. On July 3, 1863, Confed¬ 
erate artillery under Colonel Edward P. Alexan¬ 
der heavily bombarded Cemetery Ridge for 
several hours, followed up by an assault by 15,000 
infantry under General George E. Pickett. This 
was repulsed bloodily by concentrated Union 
firepower, and Lee retreated back to Virginia 
after suffering losses of as many as 28,000 men. 
Meade’s own casualties were considerable—at 
23,000—so he declined to pursue actively. 

Lincoln was gravely disappointed that the vic¬ 
tor of Gettysburg failed to destroy Lee’s army, but 
the general nonetheless received the thanks of 
Congress and promotion to regular brigadier gen¬ 
eral. General Ulysses S. Grant arrived at Meade’s 
headquarters the following spring as general in 
chief, but Meade was allowed to remain titular 
commander of the Army of the Potomac. Despite 
an awkward command arrangement, the two men 
worked well together, and Meade acquitted him¬ 
self ably in bloody battles at the Wilderness and 
Spotsylvania Court House. On June 3, 1864, he 
proved instrumental in dissuading Grant from 
additional attacks at Cold Harbor, Virginia, which 
occasioned horrific losses. With Grant’s approval, 
he rose to major general, U.S. Army, in August 
1864. Meade continued fighting well throughout 
the Petersburg campaign and helped direct the 
final movements at Appomattox Court House 
with General Philip H. Sheridan which finally 
trapped Lee’s army on April 9, 1865. 

After the war, Meade remained in the service 
commanding the Department of the East, and, in 
1868, he also performed reconstruction duties in 
Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. In 1869 he took 
charge of the Division of the Atlantic, where his 
final years proved uneventful save for a vitriolic 
and long-running dispute with Sickles concerning 
their respective roles at Gettysburg. Meade died in 
Philadelphia on November 6, 1872, of complica¬ 
tions arising from his old wound. A more compe¬ 
tent than brilliant leader, his skill at handling 
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troops and effectively utilizing terrain won the 
Civil War’s most decisive battle for the North. 
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Meigs, Montgomery C. (1816-1892) 

Union general 

Montgomery Cunningham Meigs was born in 
Augusta, Georgia, on May 3, 1816, the son of a 
physician. He relocated to Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, with his family and briefly attended college 
there before transferring to the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy in 1832. Meigs graduated near the top of his 
class four years later and was assigned to the elite 
Corps of Engineers. For the next 16 years, he dis¬ 
tinguished himself in a variety of capacities, 
including a stint in service along the Mississippi 
River under Captain Robert E. Lee. He faced his 
biggest challenge in 1853 after being promoted to 
captain and assigned as chief engineer of the 
Washington Aqueduct Project, destined to bring 
supplies of freshwater to the capital, year round. 
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Meigs successfully completed this daunting task 
eight years later by constructing the world’s largest 
masonry arch over the Cabin John Branch, a trib¬ 
utary of the Potomac River. Throughout this same 
period, he was also responsible for designing and 
constructing new wings and domes for the Capitol 
Building. However, in 1860 he ran afoul of Secre¬ 
tary of War John B. Ployd over the issue of con¬ 
tracts and was punitively reassigned to construction 
work in the Dry Tortugas off Florida. Meigs was 
recalled to Washington shortly after Floyd quit the 
government, and he attended the inauguration of 
President Abraham Lincoln in February 1861. He 
the resumed routine engineering duties until the 
Civil War commenced the following April. 

No sooner had hostilities erupted at Fort Sum¬ 
ter, South Carolina, than Meigs conferred with 
Commander David D. Porter and Secretary of 
State William H. Seward about the necessity of 
reinforcing Fort Pickens off the coast of Pensacola, 
Florida. He then helped organize a successful relief 
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expedition to that distant post, winning promotion 
to colonel, 11th U.S. Infantry in May 1861. But 
Meigs, disdaining a field command, requested suc¬ 
ceeding Colonel Joseph E. Johnston as quarter¬ 
master general of the army. Though never trained 
as a logistician, he was destined to make significant 
contributions to that field. Meigs inherited a small, 
chaotic department, totally unsuited to the task of 
arming and equipping a rapidly expanding army. 
Fortunately, he rapidly transformed it into a 
smoothly functioning instrument of war that met 
the ongoing needs of nearly 1 million soldiers. As 
quartermaster, Meigs bore responsibilities for 
acquiring and distributing food, clothing, and 
equipment for the various Union commands, along 
with the necessary transportation. He was also 
instrumental in promoting and paying for ironclad 
gunboats so essential to riverine warfare in the 
West. Unfortunately, an overreliance on civilian 
contractors engendered notoriously corrupt prac¬ 
tices, including kickbacks and influence-peddling 
at every level. Meigs countered such abuse with his 
own brand of scrupulous honesty and accountabil¬ 
ity, and, by war’s end, his department had distrib¬ 
uted over $1.5 billion in materiel. In light of his 
superb performance, no Union army was ever 
defeated for want of supplies. 

Meigs also demonstrated his bureaucratic prow¬ 
ess in the field by directing and supervising logisti¬ 
cal operations in support of General Ulysses S. 
Grant’s overland campaign to Richmond, Vir¬ 
ginia, in 1864. In July, when Confederates under 
General Jubal A. Early threatened Washington, 
D.C., he briefly commanded a division of War 
Department employees in the capital’s defense. He 
also organized a complicated convoy of supply 
ships to assist General William T. Sherman’s march 
from Savannah, Georgia, up to coast to Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Meigs endured a personal tragedy 
in October 1864 when his son was allegedly mur¬ 
dered by Confederate partisans. His son’s com¬ 
manding officer. General Philip H. Sheridan, was 
so outraged by the act that he literally burned every 
farm and building within five miles of the incident. 
Meigs’s loss only spurred him on to greater efforts. 


and for handling the complex business of army 
logistics seamlessly, he ended the war a brevet brig¬ 
adier general. His antipathy for former colleague 
General Robert E. Lee proved to be so great that he 
designed and built Arlington National Cemetery on 
land previously owned by Lee’s family. 

Meigs resumed his engineering activities in the 
postwar period by supervising plans for a new War 
Department building and part of the new Smithso¬ 
nian Institution. In 1876 he was tapped to visit 
Europe to observe military affairs and also served 
on a commission tasked with considering military 
reforms. He retired from active service in 1882, but 
he still found time to design the Pension Office 
Building, to serve as a Smithsonian regent, to join 
the American Philosophical Society, and to help 
found the American Academy of Science. The mul¬ 
titalented Meigs died in Washington, D.C., on 
January 2, 1892. He remains one of the most peer¬ 
less bureaucrats of American military history and a 
major contributor to the ultimate Union victory. 
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Morgan, John H. (1825-1864) 

Confederate general 

John Hunt Morgan was born in Huntsville, Ala¬ 
bama, on June 1, 1825, the son of a merchant and 
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planter. He relocated to Lexington, Kentucky, 
with his family and briefly attended Transylvania 
University before being expelled for dueling. Dur¬ 
ing the Mexican War, he joined the 1st Kentucky 
Cavalry as a lieutenant and performed useful ser¬ 
vice under General Zachary Taylor, especially at 
the Battle of Buena Vista (1847). Afterward, he 
returned to Kentucky to become a successful 
hemp manufacturer. He also maintained his mili¬ 
tia contacts and in 1857 founded and led his own 
company, the Lexington Rifles. Morgan was 
openly sympathetic to the Confederacy and defi¬ 
antly flew their flag over his factory throughout 
the period of Kentucky neutrality. But once the 
legislature finally declared for the Union in the fall 
of 1861, he moved to Tennessee and joined the 
Confederate army as a cavalry captain. 

Morgan, handsome, dashing, and more than 
six feet tall, came to personify the romantic ideals 
of a cavalry raider. He rose to colonel after good 
behavior at the Battle of Shiloh in April 1862, and 
he was subsequently attached to General Joseph 
Wheeler’s cavalry as part of General Braxton 
Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. In this capacity, he 
began to launch numerous and devastatingly effec¬ 
tive raids against Union installations and lines of 
communication throughout Kentucky and Ten¬ 
nessee. On July 4,1862, he commenced a 900-mile 
raid that netted 1,000 captives, cut railroad and 
telegraph lines, and delayed the advance of Gen¬ 
eral Don C. Buell’s army by several weeks. On 
August 21, 1862, he confronted General Richard 
W. Johnson and 700 pursuing Union troopers; in 
the ensuing scrape, Johnson was captured and his 
command scattered. The following October, he 
advanced with 1,800 men and briefly seized his 
home town of Lexington for several hours. On 
December 7, 1862, Morgan launched another 
lightning foray that stormed into Hartsville, Ten¬ 
nessee, taking 1,700 Union prisoners. He then 
gained promotion to brigadier general, and Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln, frustrated as to the appar¬ 
ent ease of Morgan’s movements, angrily wired 
General Henry W. Halleck, declaring “They are 
having a stampede in Kentucky. Please look at it.” 


Consequently, more than 20,000 Federal troops 
were detached from field service to guard com¬ 
munication and supply lines. Morgan’s daring 
success induced President Jefferson Davis to push 
through the Partisan Ranger Act on April 21, 
1863, which raised mounted units specifically for 
raiding purposes. 

In June 1863 Morgan initiated his most auda¬ 
cious raid by riding northward into Indiana and 
Ohio on a 24-day ride. He did so against the 
wishes of General Bragg, who sought a more con¬ 
ventional use for his 2,400 troopers. Morgan 
nonetheless ferried across the Ohio River and gal¬ 
loped 1,100 miles through the two states with 
Federal troops and a squadron of gunboats in hot 
pursuit. Morgan drove his men 50 miles in the 
saddle per day and at one point wildly galloped 
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through the suburbs of downtown Cincinnati. 
However, the bulk of his force was cornered at 
Buffington Island in the Ohio River and was cap¬ 
tured, while Morgan himself managed to elude his 
pursuers until July 26. Thereafter, he was incarcer¬ 
ated in the Ohio State Penitentiary, Columbus, 
and was treated like a common brigand. But it was 
never safe to underestimate Morgan in times of 
adversity, and, on November 26, 1863, he affected 
a daring escape. 

Morgan returned to the Confederacy with a 
hero’s welcome and won assignment as com¬ 
mander of the Department of Southwestern Vir¬ 
ginia. He then resumed his raiding activities, 
although with less success owing to the loss of 
skilled leaders and rising indiscipline among his 
troopers. When his forays began to resemble 
large-scale plundering expeditions, he was inves¬ 
tigated by Confederate authorities and nearly was 
removed from command. But Morgan, deter¬ 
mined to silence his critics, counted on one final 
raid against Nashville to exonerate his reputa¬ 
tion. En route, he encamped at Greeneville, Ten¬ 
nessee, a region known for Unionist sympathies, 
and the inhabitants tipped off a nearby Federal 
garrison. On September 4, 1864, they surprised 
Morgan in camp, killing him. At the time of his 
death, his activities were of declining military 
value to the Confederacy and more likely a source 
of embarrassment, but for many months, Mor¬ 
gan was a formidable Confederate partisan and a 
hero throughout the South. 
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Mosbyjohn S. (1833-1916) 

Confederate partisan 

John Singleton Mosby was born in Edgemont, 
Virginia, on December 6,1833, the son of farmers. 
He enrolled at the University of Virginia at 15, had 
an altercation with a bully, and shot him. After 
serving six months in jail, he studied law and was 
eventually admitted to the bar in Bristol County, 
Virginia. When the Civil War broke out in April 
1861, Mosby joined the 1st Virginia Cavalry as a 
private. He fought at Bull Run that July before 
joining General J. E. B. Stuart as a scout and 
originated the strategy of “riding around” the 
army of General George B. McClellan during 
the 1862 Peninsula campaign. Mosby advanced to 
lieutenant that December and pushed hard for an 
independent command of rangers to harry Union 
detachments throughout Loudoun County. Per¬ 
mission was granted in February 1863, and Mosby 
commenced his soon to be legendary operations 
with only nine men. 

A talented raider, Mosby quickly established 
himself as the bane of Union rear areas with his 
sudden attacks and equally quick escapes. He 
accomplished this by hand-picking his officers, 
strictly disciplining all ranks, and refraining from 
the cruel practices usually associated with other 
Southern partisans. Great emphasis was placed 
on rapidity of movement, followed by quick dis¬ 
persion to prearranged regrouping sites. The 
men were also self-sufficient, bringing their own 
clothing and weapons, and always divided up 
captured spoils between them. Mosby’s com¬ 
mand was thus highly cohesive and tightly knit, 
and his men deemed no target too daunting for 
their small-scale, hit-and-run tactics. He under¬ 
scored this fact on March 9, 1863, when, with 
only 29 men, he stole past Union sentries at Fair- 
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fax Court House, awakened General Edwin H. 
Stoughton with a slap to his backside, and seized 
him along with 33 men and 58 horses. Mosby 
then rose to captain and major following another 
successful action near Chantilly. Throughout the 
Gettysburg campaign of July 1863, his men fed 
General Robert E. Lee a steady stream of accurate 
military intelligence, while his band of irregulars 
were incorporated into the Confederate army as 
Company A, 43rd Battalion, Partisan Rangers. 
Mosby then continued raiding Union outposts 
with near impunity, rising to lieutenant colonel 
in Eebruary 1864. His endeavors proved so gall¬ 
ing to Union authorities that General George A. 
Custer hanged several partisans as brigands. 
Mosby countered by hanging several of Custer’s 
men in retaliation, at which point the practice 
ceased on both sides. 

By the fall of 1864, Mosby’s rangers consti¬ 
tuted the only organized resistance to Union 


forces in northern Virginia. With such speed and 
ease did he continue his slashing operations 
throughout Londoun and Eauquier counties that 
the region became known informally as “Mosby’s 
Confederacy.” In November 1864 an exasperated 
general Philip H. Sheridan dispatched Captain 
Richard Blazer and 100 Union scouts, armed 
with the latest Spencer repeating rifles, to elimi¬ 
nate the threat. However, Mosby easily ambushed 
and captured Blazer’s detachment at Kabletown, 
Virginia, on November 18, 1864. It is estimated 
that no less than 30,000 Union soldiers became 
tied down hunting for the elusive raiders. Gen¬ 
eral Ulysses S. Grant vowed to hang Mosby 
without trial if he were caught. However, Mosby 
evaded capture, rose to colonel in December 
1864, and continued harassing Union troops suc¬ 
cessfully until the end of the war. Rather than 
surrender his command, now numbering 1,900 
men, the “Gray Ghost” simply disbanded them 
and they went home. 

Mosby returned to his home a war hero, and he 
resumed his legal practice in Salem, Virginia. How¬ 
ever, he became an anathema to former Confeder¬ 
ates by joining the Republican Party and 
campaigning for President Grant. The admiration 
between Grant and Mosby proved mutual, and 
Grant elevated his former adversary to several posts 
within the government. In 1878 President Ruther¬ 
ford B. Hayes, another Civil War veteran, appointed 
Mosby U.S. consul to Hong Kong, where he 
remained until 1885. Prom 1904 to 1910, he served 
as assistant general in the State Department before 
dying at Warrenton, Virginia, on May 30, 1916. In 
terms of results, Mosby is probably the most suc¬ 
cessful partisan fighter in American history. 
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Pemberton, John C. (1814-1881) 

Confederate general 

John Clifford Pemberton was born in Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania, on August 10, 1814, the son of 
a successful businessman. He was well educated by 
tutors and briefly attended the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania before transferring to the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1833. Pemberton graduated four years 
later as a second lieutenant in the 4th U.S. Infan¬ 
try, and he saw service in Florida’s Second Semi¬ 
nole War up through 1839. That year, he 
commenced a wide-ranging tour of garrison duty 
along the coast and frontiers. In 1846 he joined 
General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Occupation 
and served as an aide to General William J. Worth 
during initial phases of the Mexican War. The fol¬ 
lowing year, Pemberton transferred to General 
Winfield Scott’s army, winning brevet promo¬ 
tions to captain and major for gallantry at Churu- 
busco, Molino del Rey, and Chapultepec. After the 
war, he was stationed at Fortress Monroe, Vir¬ 
ginia, and he married into a prominent family. 
Thereafter, his personal and political orientation 
became wedded to the South. He resumed garri¬ 
son duties on the western frontier, rose to captain, 
and in 1858 accompanied Colonel Albert S. John¬ 
ston’s Mormon expedition. Pemberton was serv¬ 
ing at Fort Ridgely, Minnesota, in the spring of 
1861 when the rising tide of secession—and family 
ties—convinced him to resign his commission and 
proffer his services to the Confederacy. This deci¬ 


sion was roundly condemned by his family in 
Philadelphia, and two younger brothers joined the 
Union army. 

Pemberton held various regimental grades 
until June 1861, when he advanced to brigadier 
general and was assigned to the defenses of Nor¬ 
folk, Virginia. The following February 1862, he 
transferred to the Department of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida as a major general to replace 
General Robert E. Lee. Pemberton proved himself 
to be a hard worker and a skilled engineer, and he 
constructed Battery Wagner, which proved so 
essential to the defense of Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina. However, he was impolitic for suggesting that 
Fort Sumter, where secessionism began, be con¬ 
sidered next to useless. He also went on record as 
stating that he would abandon his department 
rather than allow his small army to be captured. A 
firestorm of criticism erupted in the press, and at 
length President Jefferson Davis, mindful of Pem¬ 
berton’s status as a Northerner, removed him 
from command. But later that year, the tactless 
leader gained promotion to lieutenant general and 
he was entrusted with the Department of Missis¬ 
sippi and East Louisiana. Here, Pemberton’s over¬ 
riding concern was keeping the bastions of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Port Hudson, Louisi¬ 
ana, in Southern hands. 

Pemberton arrived in Vicksburg in November 
1862, displacing General Earl Van Dorn, and he 
immediately set about strengthening its defenses. 
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An energetic leader, he also dispatched General 
William W. Loring along the Tallahatchie River 
to construct Fort Pemberton and help cover back¬ 
water approaches to the city. In December 1862 
Pemberton ordered Confederate cavalry under 
General Earl Van Dorn to raid Union supplies at 
Holly Springs, Mississippi; the resulting destruc¬ 
tion forced General Ulysses S. Grant to postpone 
his impending Vicksburg campaign by several 
months. Pemberton also took measures to defend 
the city’s northern approaches along Chickasaw 
Bluffs, and he bloodily repelled determined attacks 
by General William T. Sherman. His impressive 
success seemed to underscore Vicksburg’s reputa¬ 
tion for being unassailable. 

Confederate fortunes declined precipitously 
in the spring of 1863 when Grant finally launched 
an attack by passing gunboats under Admiral 
David D. Porter below the city, while he marched 
his army down the west bank of the Mississippi 
River and crossed it. He had also ordered Union 
cavalry under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson to 
conduct a large-scale diversionary raid from Ten¬ 
nessee to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to confuse the 
defenders. As anticipated, Pemberton was dis¬ 
tracted by Grierson and failed to sortie against 
Grant in the field. Once General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston had been driven from the capital of Jackson, 
Grant swerved west and attacked Pemberton at 
Champion’s Hill and Big Black River on May 16- 
17, 1863, routing him. All the while Pemberton 
was also saddled with conflicting orders: Johnston 
ordered him to quit the city and save his army 
while President Davis insisted that he stay and 
fight. When Pemberton chose the latter course, he 
was shut up quickly by Grant’s besieging forces. 
His Confederates turned back two strong Union 
assaults but then endured six weeks of close con¬ 
finement and heavy bombardment. Paced with 
starvation, he finally surrendered Vicksburg and 
30,000 soldiers unconditionally to Grant on July 
4, 1863. He thus became an object of intense 
loathing in the Southern press despite the fact 
that, on balance, Pemberton had performed well 
against steep odds. 


Once exchanged, Pemberton never again 
received a field command, ostensibly because 
Southern troops, more suspicious than ever of his 
Northern roots, threatened to mutiny rather than 
serve under him. He therefore resigned his gener¬ 
al’s commission and spent the remainder of the 
war as a lieutenant colonel and ordnance inspec¬ 
tor in Richmond. He performed well in this capac¬ 
ity before surrendering with Johnston’s army in 
April 1865. Afterward, Pemberton tried his luck at 
farming in Virginia and failed, so in 1876 he relo¬ 
cated his family back to Philadelphia. He died in 
PenUyn, Pennsylvania, on July 13, 1881, a talented 
and well-meaning military leader, transformed by 
bad luck into one of the most reviled figures of 
Gonfederate history. 
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Pickett, George E. (1825-1875) 

Confederate general 

George Edward Pickett was born in Richmond, 
Virginia, on January 25, 1825, the son of prosper¬ 
ous planters. He briefly read law before gaining 
admittance to the U.S. Military Academy in 1842. 
Pickett demonstrated slovenly academics and 
graduated at the very bottom of his famous class in 
1846, alongside future luminaries such as George 
B. McClellan and Thomas J. Jackson. Thereaf¬ 
ter, he served as a second lieutenant in the 8th U.S. 
Infantry in the army of General Winfield Scott 
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during the advance on Mexico City. Pickett con¬ 
ducted himself bravely at the siege of Veracruz and 
the battles of Contreras and Churubusco, winning 
brevet promotions to lieutenant and captain. After 
performing garrison duty in Texas (1849-56), he 
shipped off for similar work in Washington Terri¬ 
tory. In 1859 Pickett singlehandedly confronted 
three British warships contesting American pos¬ 
session of San Juan Island with only his company 
of infantry. War was averted through diplomacy, 
but he emerged as a national hero and was placed 
in charge of American forces on the island through 
1861. When the Civil War erupted that April, he 
resigned his commission and returned to Virginia 
as a colonel in the Confederate service. 

For many months into the war, Pickett was 
employed securing the defenses of the Rappahan¬ 
nock region, and, in January 1862, he rose to 
brigadier general. He then joined General James 
Longstreet’s division in time for the Peninsula 
campaign. Pickett bravely conducted his “Game¬ 
cock brigade” at Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, and 
Gaines’s Mill, where he fell severely wounded. 
Several months of recuperation ensued, but at the 
instigation of Longstreet, he rose to major general 
in October 1862. In this capacity, he commanded 
a division in Longstreet’s I Corps at Fredericks¬ 
burg, acquitting himself well during the bloody 
business of December 13, 1862. In the spring of 
1863, he accompanied Longstreet on his failed 
campaign in Suffolk, Virginia, and he thus missed 
the decisive events at Chancellorsville that May. 
He then advanced with General Robert E. Lee 
into Pennsylvania in time to fight at Gettysburg. 
Pickett arrived on the battlefield on the evening of 
July 2, 1863, and his fresh troops were chosen to 
spearhead a massive Gonfederate charge against 
General George G. Meade’s center along Ceme¬ 
tery Ridge. Southern artillery under General 
Edward P. Alexander bombarded the Union 
lines for several hours, unfortunately with little 
effect, and then Pickett’s division advanced along¬ 
side that of General James J. Pettigrew and two 
brigades under General William D. Pender, a total 
of 15,000 veteran troops. As the men in parade¬ 


like fashion crossed a mile-long clearing, they fell 
under concentrated artillery and rifle fire from 
General Winfield S. Hancock’s men, who simply 
cut them down in droves. A few determined sur¬ 
vivors managed to penetrate Union lines briefly 
before being swept back, and Pickett withdrew 
with 10,000 casualties. His defeat, commonly 
regarded as “Pickett’s Charge,” is generally 
acknowledged as the high tide of Confederate 
military fortunes. 

Defeat did not diminish Pickett’s reputation as 
a fighting commander, and in the spring of 1864, 
he assumed command of the Department of Vir¬ 
ginia and North Carolina. Thus disposed, he made 
a failed attempt to capture New Bern, North Caro¬ 
lina, from Union forces. He also gained consider¬ 
able notoriety by summarily hanging 22 Southern 
deserters captured in Union uniforms. Thereafter 



Confederate general George E. Pickett (Library of 
Congress ) 







742 Pillow, Gideon J. 


Pickett returned to Virginia, and he helped bottle 
up the Union Army of the James under General 
Benjamin F. Butler at Bermuda Hundred in May 
1864. He then apparently suffered from a spell of 
what would be diagnosed today as combat fatigue 
and was replaced by General Pierre G. T. Beaure¬ 
gard. After recovering, Pickett was posted on the 
extreme right of the Confederate siege lines at 
Petersburg, where, on March 31, 1865, he master¬ 
fully repulsed a determined attack by Federal cav¬ 
alry under General Philip H. Sheridan at Dinwiddie 
Court House. The next day, April 1, 1865, how¬ 
ever, he singularly erred by attending a shad bake 
several miles to the rear with General Fitzhugh 
Lee, just as Sheridan renewed his assault at Five 
Forks. Deprived of leadership. Confederate 
defenses buckled, and Lee was forced to abandon 
Richmond hastily to escape encirclement. Pickett 
saw additional fighting at Sayler’s Creek on April 
6,1865; then Lee finally relieved him of command. 
He surrendered at Appomattox Court House with 
the main army three days later. 

Pickett fled to Canada after the war to avoid 
prosecution for executing the Confederate 
deserters. Declining an invitation to serve in the 
armies of the khedive of Egypt, he returned to 
Virginia under a general amnesty and entered 
the insurance industry. Pickett also engaged in a 
lengthy written battle to clear his reputation and 
openly blamed General Lee for the destruction 
of his division at Gettysburg. He died in Norfolk, 
Virginia, on October 25, 1875, an unquestion¬ 
ably brave officer, yet indelibly associated with 
two of the worst defeats in Confederate military 
history. 
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Pillow, Gideon J. (1806-1878) 

Confederate general 

Gideon Johnson Pillow was born in Williamson, 
Tennessee, on June 8, 1806, into a family of plant¬ 
ers. After graduating from the University of Ten¬ 
nessee in 1827, he studied law and was admitted to 
the state bar three years later. Pillow, adept as an 
attorney and a Democratic Party operative, also 
developed an interest in politics and struck up a 
successful partnership with fellow lawyer James K. 
Polk. He played a direct role in securing the party 
nomination for Polk in 1844, and, two years later. 
President Polk appointed Pillow a brigadier gen¬ 
eral of volunteers for the ongoing Mexican War. 
He initially served as part of General Zachary 
Taylor’s army in Texas, but the general declined to 
employ his troops. Pillow then transferred to Gen¬ 
eral Winfield Scott’s army during the campaign 
to Mexico City, where he composed several letters 
criticizing his Whig commander for the president’s 
consideration. In fact. Pillow regarded himself as 
Polk’s personal representative. Scott disliked Pil¬ 
low in kind, especially after he botched his first 
combat assignment at Cerro Gordo on April 17, 
1847. He nonetheless used political connections to 
secure promotion to major general and turned in 
respectable performances at Contreras, Churu- 
busco, and Chapultepec, where he was wounded. 
However, Pillow used poor judgment by anony¬ 
mously publishing critical essays about Scott in 
the New Orleans Daily Delta, whereupon he was 
arrested and court-martialed for insubordination. 
Pillow, ably defended by John C. Breckinridge, 
was eventually cleared of all charges, but the affair 
sullied his reputation. After the war, he returned 
to Tennessee to resume delving into politics. 
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A staunch Democratic, Pillow did not favor 
secession and worked to moderate calls for separa¬ 
tion. He remained loyal to the Union until Ten¬ 
nessee seceded in the spring of 1861, whereupon 
Governor Isham G. Harris appointed him a major 
general of state forces. President Jefferson Davis, 
never previously impressed by Pillow’s ability as a 
soldier, allowed him to become a brigadier general 
in the Confederate service the following July. In 
this capacity, he reported for service under Gen¬ 
eral Leonidas Polk in the western part of the state. 
There, Pillow eagerly sought to invade nearby 
Kentucky and seize it for the Confederacy, which 
he accomplished on September 4, 1861, by occu¬ 
pying and fortifying Columbus. The move was 
roundly condemned by the Kentucky state legisla¬ 
ture, heretofore neutral, which then threw its sup¬ 
port behind the Union. On November 7, 1861, 
Pillow next fought under Polk at the Battle of Bel¬ 
mont, Missouri, in which Federal troops under 
General Ulysses S. Grant were defeated and forced 
back to Illinois. His performance here seemed to 
enhance his military reputation, and in February 
1862, Pillow received command of strategic Fort 
Donelson on the Cumberland River. 

In the spring of 1862, the aggressive Grant set 
his sights on Forts Henry and Donelson to open 
up a waterborne invasion of the Confederate 
heartland. On February 6, 1862, a Union gunboat 
flotilla under Captain Andrew H. Foote cowed 
Fort Henry into submission as Grant prepared to 
march overland to Pillow’s position at Fort Donel¬ 
son. Grant knew Pillow from their Mexican War 
days and thoroughly despised him. Worse, on 
February 13, 1862, Pillow also was superseded by 
General John B. Floyd just as the fort was being 
surrounded by Grant’s forces. The two Confeder¬ 
ate leaders bickered about what to do next, and 
Pillow prevailed on both Floyd and General Simon 
B. Buckner to cut their way through Union siege 
lines and escape. On February 15, 1862, the Con¬ 
federates accomplished exactly that and were on 
the verge of escaping when Pillow inexplicably lost 
his nerve and ordered the men back to the fort! 
Grant then promptly sealed the defenders off 


within their works. At a council of war held that 
evening, both Pillow and Floyd elected to abandon 
their command and leave Buckner to surrender 
the fort. Colonel Nathan B. Forrest was so dis¬ 
gusted by such wanton cowardice that he galloped 
his cavalry regiment through Union lines and 
escaped. On December 16, 1862, Buckner surren¬ 
dered 15,000 badly needed troops to Grant, open¬ 
ing up an invasion route that ultimately spelled 
doom for the Confederacy. 

President Davis was appreciably livid when he 
was apprised of what Pillow and Floyd had done, 
and both were summarily relieved. A court of 
inquiry found the former guilty of “grave errors of 
judgment,” but he was eventually restored to com¬ 
mand a brigade in the division of his old friend 
General Breckinridge. He then fought at the bloody 
Battle of Murfreesboro on January 2,1863, perform¬ 
ing adequately. The government next reassigned 
him as superintendent of the Conscript Bureau for 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee. Pillow ran his 
department with an iron fist and ruthlessly rounded 
up thousands of new soldiers. In March 1864 he 
requested command of a cavalry force to protect the 
iron and coal regions of central Alabama from 
marauding Union raiders, but he mishandled sev¬ 
eral encounters that summer and was reheved a sec¬ 
ond time. Pillow ended the war as commissary 
general of prisoners, and he surrendered to Union 
authorities at Montgomery on May 5,1865. 

The postwar period found Pillow a ruined 
man, and despite resumption of his successful law 
career in Memphis, he was overwhelmed by debts 
in 1876 and relocated to Lee County, Arkansas, to 
escape them. He lived there for several years as a 
subsistence farmer until his death in Helena on 
October 8, 1878. Pillow’s command of Confeder¬ 
ate forces had been rather brief, overall, but his 
tenure manifested disastrous consequences for the 
South. 
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Pleasonton, Alfred (1824-1897) 

Union general 

Alfred Pleasonton was born in Washington, D.C., 
on June 7, 1824, the son of President James Mon¬ 
roe’s personal secretary. He matriculated at the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1840 and graduated near the 
top of his class four years later. Pleasonton then 
served as a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Dra¬ 
goons and served a number of frontier and garrison 
assignments. During the Mexican War, he accom¬ 
panied the army of General Zachary Taylor and 
won a brevet promotion for gallantry at the battles 
of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma in 1846. After¬ 
ward, he remained with his regiment in the New 
Mexico Territory, rising there to adjutant. He 
advanced to captain in 1855 and served under Gen¬ 
eral William S. Harney through a number of Indian 
conflicts in Florida, Kansas, Oregon, and Washing¬ 
ton Territory. Following the onset of the Civil War 
in April 1861, he helped conduct his regiment, 
renamed the 2nd U.S. Cavahy, from Utah to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. Pleasonton became a major in the 
spring of 1862, fought capably in General George B. 
McLellan’s Peninsula campaign, and won promo¬ 
tion to brigadier general of volunteers as of July. In 
this capacity, he rendered additional useful services 
at Second Manassas, South Mountain, and Antie- 
tam; while an aggressive leader, he proved less suc¬ 
cessful at gathering military intelligence. 

On May 2, 1863, Pleasonton garnered addi¬ 
tional distinction at the Union debacle of Chan- 
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ceUorsviUe, where he successfully contested the 
advance of General Thomas J. Jackson’s Confed¬ 
erates and rescued the remnants of General Oliver 
O. Howard’s IX Corps. Shortly afterward. Gen¬ 
eral Joseph Hooker appointed him chief of cav¬ 
alry in the Army of the Potomac to replace the 
indifferent general George Stoneman. When Gen¬ 
eral Robert E. Lee commenced his second inva¬ 
sion of the North that June, Pleasonton was 
dispatched to locate his whereabouts and report. 
On June 9,1863, his troopers under Generals John 
Buford and Hugh J. Kilpatrick surprised the 
vaunted Confederate cavalry of General J. E. B. 
Stuart in camp at Brandy Station and nearly 
defeated them. Union forces ultimately relin¬ 
quished the field, but the action served notice that 
Pleasonton’s vigorous leadership had rendered his 
cavalry a force to reckon with. On June 22, 1863, 
he advanced to major general of volunteers and 
next performed valuable services throughout the 
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three-day engagement at Gettysburg (July 1-3, 
1863). Pleasonton again aggressively engaged his 
Southern counterparts but generally failed to dis¬ 
tinguish himself in an intelligence-gathering 
capacity. 

As an officer, Pleasonton was personally fear¬ 
less, outspoken, and possessed a unique flair for 
self-promotion in the news media. His career 
entered a new phase after March 1864 when he 
publicly criticized the conduct of General George 
G. Meade before the Joint Congressional Com¬ 
mittee on the Conduct of the War—and he 
immediately found himself transferred to the 
nether regions. Pleasonton landed in the remote 
Department of Missouri as cavalry commander 
under General William S. Rosecrans. He arrived 
in time to contest a large Confederate offensive 
under General Sterling Price, and he kept Price 
from capturing the capital of Jefferson City (Octo¬ 
ber 8-22). Pleasonton then worked closely with 
Union forces under General Samuel R. Curtis to 
corner Price at Westport, Missouri, where, in a 
series of battles along the Little Blue, Big Blue, 
and Marais des Cygnes rivers, the Southerners 
were defeated soundly and driven back to Arkan¬ 
sas. More damage might have been inflicted on 
Price had Pleasonton and Curtis not quarreled 
over the victory and mounted an effective pursuit. 
He nevertheless received additional brevets to 
brigadier and major general in the regular army 
for his fine service. 

In the postwar period, Pleasonton reverted 
back to his lineal rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
20th U.S. Infantry, where he resented serving 
under officers whom he had previously com¬ 
manded. He resigned his commission in January 
1868 and accepted several low-level positions 
within the federal government. In 1870 he briefly 
served as commissioner of Internal Revenue, and 
from 1872 to 1874, he served as president of the 
Cincinnati and Terre Haute Railroad. Pleasonton 
died in Washington, D.C., on February 17, 1897, a 
capable combat leader and the individual most 
responsible for improving the performance and 
morale of the cavalry in the Army of the Potomac. 


Under his tenure. Federal troopers were able to 
meet Confederate cavalry on equal terms for the 
first time in the war. 
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Polk, Leonidas (1806-1864) 

Confederate general 

Leonidas Polk was born in Raleigh, North Caro¬ 
lina, on April 10,1806, the son of affluent planters. 
After briefly attending the University of North 
Carolina, he transferred to the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy in 1823, where he met and befriended future 
Confederate leaders Jefferson Davis, Joseph E. 
Johnston, and Albert S. Johnston. While in 
attendance, Polk came under the sway of the acad¬ 
emy chaplain and acquired a profound sense of 
religiosity. He graduated near the top of his class 
in 1827 as a second lieutenant of artillery but 
resigned within a year to pursue religious studies. 
He next attended the Virginia Theological Semi¬ 
nary and was ordained an Episcopal minister in 
April 1830. After several years of preaching in 
Richmond, Polk gained an appointment as bishop 
of the Southwest, with a circuit that included 
Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and Arkansas. 
Charismatic and convivial, he enjoyed consider¬ 
able success spreading the Episcopal message in 
this thinly populated region, and, in 1841, he 
became the first bishop of Louisiana. By this time. 
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Polk, who had married into a wealthy, slave-own¬ 
ing family, had matured into a fiery Southern 
nationalist. Polk felt strongly that the South needed 
its own university to expunge itself of various 
“Yankee” beliefs and influences. During the years, 
he therefore collected $500,000 and received a 
9,500-acre land grant in Sewanee, Tennessee. On 
October 9, 1860, he personally laid the corner¬ 
stone for what emerged as the University of the 
South, which finally opened its doors in 1868. 

As the secession crisis mounted in the spring 
of 1861, Polk tendered his services to President 
Davis, who commissioned him a major general in 
the Confederate service. He was entrusted with 
Department No. 2, encompassing western Ten¬ 
nessee, eastern Arkansas, and the Mississippi River 
throughout that region. But Polk, though ambi¬ 
tious, was neither strategic-minded nor politically 
astute. On September 4, 1861, he erred grievously 
by dispatching General Gideon J. Pillow to seize 
the heights of Columbus, Kentucky, and deny it to 
Union forces. This move not only angered the 
Kentucky government, which up untU then had 
been studiously neutral but also forced them to 
declare their allegiance to the Federal government. 
This, in turn, facilitated Union moves to secure 
the headwaters of the Cumberland and Tennessee 
rivers, which constituted major invasion routes 
into the Southern heartland. Such subtleties were 
totally lost on Polk, who went on to attack and 
defeat a small Union thrust under General Ulysses 
S. Grant at Belmont, Missouri, on November 7, 
1861. 

After the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson in 
the spring of 1862, Polk withdrew from Kentucky 
and joined his former West Point roommate. 
General Albert S. Johnston, at Corinth, Missis¬ 
sippi. There, he assumed command of the 1 Corps, 
Army of Mississippi and bravely conducted affairs 
on the Southern right wing throughout the bloody 
encounter of Shiloh in April 1862. He then served 
under Johnston’s successor. General Braxton 
Bragg, in the same capacity. However, Polk dis¬ 
liked Bragg intensely, and he soon headed the 
anti-Bragg faction within the western high com¬ 


mand. Nonetheless, on October 8, 1862, Polk 
behaved competently in the Battle of Perryville, 
winning promotion to lieutenant general. He next 
fought at the Confederate defeat of Murfreesboro 
(December 3, 1862-January 3, 1863), earning 
scorn from Bragg for allegedly delaying his orders 
to attack. He fought bravely, however, and at one 
point mistakenly rode up to the 22nd Indiana 
Infantry. Polk rather dramatically convinced them 
that he was actually a Union general; then he 
spurred his horse and escaped. But command rela¬ 
tions with Bragg finally ruptured following the 
costly Southern victory at Chickamauga on Sep¬ 
tember 19-20, 1863, when Polk was court-mar¬ 
tialed for failing to attack as ordered. Polk, 
meanwhile, used his influence with Davis to 
undercut Bragg and agitated to have him removed 
as head of the Army of Tennessee. To maintain 
peace among his feuding commanders, Davis 
appointed Polk to succeed General Joseph E. 
Johnston as head of the Department of Alabama, 
Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

Jn January 1864, Polk’s Army of Mississippi 
proved unable to contain a Union offensive by 
General William T. Sherman, which captured 
Meridian, Mississippi. He then marched east to 
unite with Johnston’s Army of Tennessee in time 
to oppose the Union march on Atlanta. Polk 
fought bravely in the various battles that failed to 
stem the Union advance, and he remained a popu¬ 
lar figure with his troops. On June 14, 1864, whde 
reconnoitering Federals positions near Pine 
Mountain, Georgia, he was struck by a Union can¬ 
non shell and killed. Polk, though hailed by his 
soldiers as the “Fighting Bishop,” was at best a 
marginally competent commander who owed his 
high rank more to political connections than to 
ability. 
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Popejohn (1822-1892) 

Union general 

John Pope was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on 
March 16, 1822, the son of a judge. He entered the 
U.S. Military Academy in 1838 and graduated four 
years later as a second lieutenant in the Topo¬ 
graphical Engineers. Pope then conducted survey 
work along the Canadian border and in Florida 
before joining the army of General Zachary Taylor 
in Texas. He subsequently fought well in the Mexi¬ 
can War, winning brevet promotions for bravery 
at the battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista. He 
then resumed his survey work on the western 
frontier, rising to captain in 1856 and serving as 
chief engineer of the Department of New Mexico. 
When the Civil War broke out in April 1861, he 
was performing light-house duty and became one 
of four army officers chosen to escort President 
Abraham Lincoln from Springfield, Illinois, to 
Washington, D.C. In May 1861 Pope was elevated 
to the rank of brigadier general of volunteers and 
assigned to the Department of Missouri. An 
aggressive officer, he trounced Confederates under 
General Sterling Price at Blackwater on Decem¬ 
ber 18, 1861, seizing 1,200 prisoners. Pope also 
worked behind the scenes to have the inept general 
John C. Fremont removed as commander of Mis¬ 
souri. In the spring of 1862, newly arrived general 
Henry W. Halleck appointed Pope commander 
of the Army of the Mississippi with orders to clear 
Confederate forces out of the region. He then 
methodically besieged New Madrid, Missouri, tak¬ 
ing it on March 14, 1862, before moving on to 
heavily defended Island No. 10 in the Mississippi 
River. Here, he worked closely with a gunboat flo¬ 


tilla under Captain Andrew H. Foote and cut a 
canal to allow armed vessels to pass below the 
island and sever it from the mainland. Conse¬ 
quently. Island No. 10 surrendered along with 
3,500 prisoners on April 7, 1862. This victory 
cleared the upper reaches of the Mississippi to 
Union navigation as far south as Memphis, Ten¬ 
nessee, and Pope received a well-deserved promo¬ 
tion to major general. His Army of the Mississippi 
then joined General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of 
the Tennessee and General Don C. Buell’s Army 
of the Ohio in Halleck’s campaign against Corinth, 
Mississippi. Pope’s good conduct also caught the 
attention of President Lincoln, who was anxious 
to replace the lethargic general George B. McClel¬ 
lan as commander of Union forces in the East. In 
June 1862 he arrived in the Shenandoah Valley to 
assume command of the newly created Army of 
Virginia, succeeding his old nemesis Fremont. But 
rather then cement cordial relations with officers 
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in the Army of the Potomac, he alienated them by 
bombastically bragging about his victories in the 
West. 

In August 1861, Pope commanded 70,000 
men and began a cautious campaign against Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia. His advance was supposed to be 
supported by McClellan, still smarting over his 
recent removal from command and whose coop¬ 
eration proved sullen. General Robert E. Lee used 
their unsynchronized movements to his advantage 
by dispatching half of his force under General 
Thomas J. Jackson on a raid around Pope’s right 
flank. On August 27, 1862, Jackson stormed into 
Pope’s supply base at Manchester, Virginia, and 
then dug in and awaited the Union riposte. Pope, 
thinking that he had Jackson trapped, moved most 
of his army up to the old Manassas battlefield and 
began to attack his outnumbered adversary. He 
was unaware that Lee had dispatched the other 
half of his army under General James Longstreet 
through Thoroughfare Gap, which completely 
flanked the Union position. On August 29-30, 
1862, while Pope contented himself with piece¬ 
meal attacks against Jackson’s line, Longstreet 
suddenly lunged and began to roll up the Union 
line. Pope’s forces recovered from their initial sur¬ 
prise and fell back in good order, heavily repelling 
an attack by Jackson at Chantilly on September 1, 
1862. But another Union army had been humbled 
by Lee, and President Lincoln was forced to relieve 
Pope from command. Before leaving, he fixed the 
blame for his defeat squarely on General Fitz John 
Porter, a McClellan ally, and likewise had him 
removed from command and cashiered. The Army 
of Virginia was then dissolved and command 
reverted back to General McClellan. 

Thoroughly disgraced. Pope was reassigned to 
the Department of the Northwest, where he helped 
suppress an uprising by the Santee Sioux under 
Little Crow. In January 1865 he assumed com¬ 
mand of the Department of the Mississippi while 
the rank of major general was conferred two 
months later. Pope subsequently served a stint in 
reconstruction duty in Alabama, Georgia, and 
Florida, where he championed civil rights for for¬ 


mer African-American slaves. He then returned to 
the western frontier where, during the next two 
decades, he gradually rehabilitated his military 
reputation as an outstanding administrator. In 
this capacity. Pope, like Generals George Crook, 
Benjamin H. Grierson, and Oliver O. Howard 
argued for better treatment of Native Americans 
to keep the peace and excoriated the graft and cor¬ 
ruption of the Indian Bureau. He retired as com¬ 
mander of the Department of California in March 
1886 and died at Sandusky, Ohio, on September 
23, 1892. Pope was an effective military figure 
whose skill at bureaucracy always outdistanced his 
combat abilities. 
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Porter, David D. (1813-1891) 

Union admiral 

David Dixon Porter was born in Chester, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, on June 8, 1813, a son of Commodore 
David Porter, a naval hero of the War of 1812. His 
eminent family included foster brother David G. 
Farragut, the future admiral, while his cousin 
Fitz John Porter was a noted general. Porter went 
to sea at an early age with his father and was edu¬ 
cated indifferently. He followed his father into the 
Mexican navy in 1826, being wounded and cap¬ 
tured by Spanish forces. In 1829 he finally joined 
the U.S. Navy as a midshipman and completed 
several Mediterranean cruises. Promotion was 
slow, however, and Porter was only a lieutenant 
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when the Mexican War broke out in 1846. He 
nonetheless distinguished himself onboard the 
steamer Spitfire and led a naval detachment that 
captured the town of Tabasco in June 1847. He 
remained barely employed during the postwar 
period and nearly quit the service to engage in 
merchant ship enterprises. Porter was reinstated 
to active status in 1855 and commanded the USS 
Supply to bring camels to Texas at the behest of 
Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. After 1857, he 
served as commandant of the Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, Navy Yard, remaining there until 
1861. After serving almost two decades as a lieu¬ 
tenant, Porter was ready to leave the navy alto¬ 
gether until the onset of the Civil War in April 
convinced him to remain in the service. 

No sooner had the firing commenced than 
Porter, a highly aggressive, enterprising personal¬ 
ity with considerable skill at self-promotion, 
advanced a bold scheme for the relief of Fort 
Pickens, Florida. When President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln personally approved of the plan, Porter, 
accompanied by Captain Montgomery C. Meigs, 
sailed with the USS Powhatan and successfully 
reinforced the garrison there. En route, he 
ignored recall signals from Secretary of the Navy 
Gideon Welles, who had not been privy to the 
planning, and thereafter he distrusted Porter 
intensely. Nonetheless Porter rose to commander 
as of August 1861, and now part of the West Gulf 
Coast Blockading Squadron, he threw himself 
energetically into planning the capture of New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Moreover, he played a crucial 
role in convincing the government to assign his 
Southern-born foster brother, Farragut, to 
orchestrate the campaign. In April 1862 Porter 
led 20 mortar boats that helped bombard Forts 
St. Philip and Jackson into submission two days 
after New Orleans fell to Farragut. After receiving 
the thanks of Congress, Porter accompanied his 
brother up the Mississippi River to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, which would occupy his attention 
for more than a year. In October 1862 he also 
succeeded Admiral Charles H. Davis as head of 
the Mississippi River Squadron, and he was pro- 
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moted acting rear admiral over the heads of 80 
more senior officers. The headstrong Porter also 
worked closely with two other forceful personali¬ 
ties, Generals William T. Sherman and Ulysses 
S. Grant, in the campaigns that followed, estab¬ 
lishing a splendid precedent for combined opera¬ 
tions in the war. 

In January 1863 Porter gave naval support to 
General John A. McClernand’s campaign against 
Fort Hindman, Arkansas, in another display of 
joint operations. But his greatest contribution 
came on April 16, 1863, when he ran his squadron 
past the batteries of Vicksburg and subsequently 
transported Grant’s army across the Mississippi 
River to Bruinsburg, effectively sealing that city’s 
fate. The following May, he pushed his gunboats 
up the narrow confines of the Yazoo River onto 
Steele’s Bayou, forcing the Confederates to aban¬ 
don several forts and scuttle three unfinished iron¬ 
clads. Returning to the Mississippi, he next took 
up bombardment positions around Vicksburg, 
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then besieged by Grant, and contributed to its dis¬ 
comfiture. General John C. Pemberton finally 
surrendered the city on July 4, 1863, and Porter 
received the thanks of Congress and official pro¬ 
motion to rear admiral. 

In the spring of 1864, Porter accompanied 
General Nathaniel C. Banks on his ill-fated Red 
River expedition into western Louisiana. His fleet 
was continually compromised by Bank’s blunder¬ 
ing and by declining water levels that nearly 
grounded all shipping. Only the timely intercession 
of Colonel Joseph Bailey, who constructed wing 
dams across the river, enabled Porter’s command 
to run the Alexandria Rapids and escape intact. 
That fall, he assumed command of the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron and was tasked with 
capturing Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North Caro¬ 
lina. He had marshalled the largest naval squadron 
ever assembled in American history—120 ves¬ 
sels—but was thwarted when General Benjamin F. 
Butler ineptly handled the landing and withdrew 
in December 1864. Porter angrily persuaded supe¬ 
riors to grant him a second attempt, this time in 
concert with the infinitely more capable General 
Alfred H. Terry. On January 15, 1865, Porter 
pushed his vessels in close support and covered 
Terry’s troops as they successfully overran Fort 
Fisher, shutting the Confederacy’s sole remaining 
port. Porter spent the final weeks of the war 
directing the Potomac River flotilla in concert 
with General Grant, and he forced Admiral 
Raphael Semmes to scuttle his vessels. He was also 
on hand to greet President Lincoln while he 
toured Richmond shortly before the war ended in 
April 1865. 

Porter was retained in the postwar establish¬ 
ment, and in August 1865 he became superinten¬ 
dent of the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Maryland. His tenure there was highly construc¬ 
tive, and he modernized the curricula and 
increased the emphasis on professionalism. He 
rose to vice admiral in July 1866, and as special 
adviser to the secretary of war under President 
Grant, he virtually ran the entire navy. Porter was 
promoted to full admiral following the death of 


Farragut in 1870, becoming senior officer and 
only the second individual to hold that rank. He 
spent the next two decades actively employed on 
various boards until his death in Washington, D.C., 
on February 13, 1891. Brash, abrasive, and some¬ 
what prone to political plotting. Porter was the 
most significant naval officer of the Civil War after 
Farragut. 
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Porter, Fitzjohn (1822-1901) 

Union general 

Fitz John Porter was born in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, on August 31, 1822, the son of a U.S. 
Navy officer and cousin of the future admiral 
David D. Porter. He passed through the presti¬ 
gious Exeter Academy before gaining admission to 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1841, and he gradu¬ 
ated near the top of his class four years later. Por¬ 
ter then served as a second lieutenant in the 4th 
U.S. Artillery at various posts along the western 
frontier before joining the army of General Win¬ 
field Scott during the Mexican War. He fought 
exceedingly well at Molino del Rey and Chapulte- 



Porter, Fitzjohn 751 


pec in 1847, winning two brevet promotions to 
captain. Afterward, he returned to West Point as 
an instructor while also serving as adjutant to 
Superintendent Robert E. Lee. Porter subsequently 
transferred to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to serve 
as adjutant general in the Department of the West, 
and in 1859 he accompanied the Mormon expedi¬ 
tion of Colonel Albert S. Johnston. In early 1861, 
when secession and civil war seemed inevitable, 
Porter accepted a secret mission to remove Fed¬ 
eral troops and stores from Texas, and he relo¬ 
cated five artillery batteries in the process. He 
then gained promotion to colonel of the 15 th U.S. 
Infantry in May 1861, rising to brigadier general 
of volunteers a few days later. Porter also ren¬ 
dered impressive service in the Department of 
Pennsylvania, where he quickly raised, trained, 
and equipped 30 regiments for active service in 
short order. His excellent performance brought 
him to the attention of General George B. 
McClellan, who granted him command of a 
division in General Samuel P. Heintzelman’s 111 
Corps. Porter reciprocated by becoming an 
intensely partisan supporter of McClellan in the 
charged political atmosphere surrounding the 
Union high command. 

McClellan commenced his long awaited Pen¬ 
insula campaign in the spring of 1862, and Porter 
efficiently directed the siege of Yorktown. He then 
assumed command of the V Corps during the iU- 
fated drive on Richmond, Virginia. After some 
awkward maneuvering by McClellan, the V Corps 
was left stranded on the north bank of the rain- 
swollen Chickahominy River and thus became the 
object of General Robert E. Lee’s new offensive. 
On June 26-27, 1862, Porter was attacked by 
larger numbers of Confederates at Mechanicsville 
and Gaines’s Mill, but he nevertheless pummeled 
his opponents with heavy losses and withdrew in 
good order. After joining McClellan’s main force, 
he conducted the tactical defense at Malvern Hill 
on July 1, 1862, whereby Lee was repulsed with 
horrific casualties and the Union army safely fell 
back to Harrison’s Landing. For his stirring battle¬ 
field performance. Porter received promotion to 


major general of volunteers and brigadier general 
in the regular army. 

McClellan’s lack of aggressive leadership 
resulted in his replacement by General John Pope 
in July 1862. Porter, as a firm supporter of his for¬ 
mer commander, came to despise Pope as a brag¬ 
gart and impolitically criticized him in public. 
Pope returned such disdain in kind toward all 
McClellan supporters, which undermined unity of 
command in the newly organized Army of Vir¬ 
ginia. On August 28, 1862, Porter found himself 
arrayed against General Thomas J. Jackson’s 
Confederates on the old battlefield of BuU Run. 
From his position on the far left of the Union line, 
he was ordered by Pope to turn Jackson’s flank 
and attack his rear, but Porter became alarmed at 
the approach of Southern reinforcements under 
General James Longstreet. He thereby disobeyed 
orders and held his ground, keeping Longstreet in 
check for the time being. On August 30,1862, Por¬ 
ter again received direct orders from Pope to 



Union general Fitzjohn Porter (Library of Congress ) 




752 Price, Sterling 


attack Jackson—which he promptly obeyed—and 
then the entire Union army collapsed when Long- 
street finally advanced. Pope had no recourse but 
to withdraw, and he blamed his defeat on officers 
still loyal to McClellan. He specifically charged 
Porter with insubordination in the face of the 
enemy, and a court-martial was summoned. Por¬ 
ter countered by stating that, by holding Long- 
street at bay as long as he did, he saved the entire 
army from destruction. 

Porter remained with V Corps for the next 
three months after McClellan was restored to 
command, although he was lightly engaged. In 
November 1862 he was formally relieved of com¬ 
mand and arrested. Porter’s trial commenced on 
January 21, 1863, during which he was convicted 
by a board of Radical Republican officers closely 
aligned with Pope. Porter was then summarily 
cashiered from the service, and the Army of the 
Potomac lost, through political infighting, one of 
its finest combat officers. Porter spent the next 16 
years of his life seeking official vindication, and in 
1878, a board headed by General John M. Scho¬ 
field finally recommended exoneration. It was 
not until 1882 that President Chester A. Arthur 
remitted the dishonorable part of Porter’s sen¬ 
tence, and four years later, an act of Congress 
reinstated him as a colonel on the retired list. Por¬ 
ter, meanwhile, had flourished in a variety of civil¬ 
ian positions in New York and New Jersey. At one 
point, the khedive of Egypt offered him command 
of his entire army, but he declined. Porter died in 
Morristown, New Jersey, on May 21, 1901. He was 
a capable soldier whose indiscrete behavior cost 
him what might have been an outstanding Civil 
War career. 
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Price, Sterling (1809-1867) 

Confederate general 

Sterling Price was born in Prince Edward County, 
Virginia, on September 20, 1809, the son of 
wealthy, slave-owning planters. He attended 
Hampton Sidney College before accompanying 
his family to Missouri, where he established him¬ 
self as a wealthy tobacco planter and merchant. 
Success whetted Price’s appetite for politics, and 
he served several terms in the state legislature 
before successfully standing for a congressional 
seat in 1844. He resigned in 1846 to fight in the 
Mexican War as colonel of the 2nd Missouri 
Infantry, which formed part of General Stephen 
W. Kearny’s column. Price performed well in 
various duties and effectively subdued a revolt by 
Pueblo Indians in New Mexico in 1847. The fol¬ 
lowing year, he led an expedition into northern 
Mexico, capturing the town of Chihuahua and 
winning promotion to brigadier general. His men, 
to whom Price paid particular attention, chris¬ 
tened him “Old Pap.” Back home. Price parleyed 
his wartime popularity into political success by 
being elected governor (1853-57). As the storm 
clouds of secession grew in 1860, he served as 
president of a state convention tasked with 
addressing this divisive issue. Price opposed seces¬ 
sion, and he helped defeat the measure by a 69 to 
1 vote. The dynamic events changed dramatically 
when pro-Union officer captain Nathaniel Lyon 
seized pro-Southern militia at Camp Jackson on 
May 10, 1861, whereupon Price and thousands of 
Missourians declared for the Confederacy. Gover¬ 
nor Claiborne F. Jackson subsequently appointed 
Price a major general commanding the militia, or 
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State Guard, and both men negotiated a peace 
pact with General William S. Harney on May 21, 
1861, to keep Union forces out of Missouri. When 
Lyon and Gongressman Francis P. Blair subse¬ 
quently arranged for Haney’s dismissal, Price and 
Claiborne met with them in St. Louis to forestall 
further violence on June 11, 1861, but Lyon 
angrily stormed out of the meeting, vowing to 
crush the rebellion. 

Lyon quickly chased Price’s ill-armed militia 
out of Jefferson City, and he was pursued by 
General Franz Sigel, whom he repulsed at Car¬ 
thage, Missouri, on July 5, 1861. Price continued 
falling back into northern Arkansas until rein¬ 
forced by Confederates forces under General 
Ben McCulloch and marched back. Lyon, 
though outnumbered, attacked the secessionist 
forces at Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, and 
he was killed. Price followed up this victory by 


seizing a Union garrison at nearby Lexington, 
Missouri, on September 20, 1861, taking 3,000 
prisoners and a large store of supplies. But a pop¬ 
ular uprising failed to materialize, and Price grad¬ 
ually gave ground before a larger army under 
General John C. Fremont and returned to Arkan¬ 
sas. It was not until the spring of 1862 that he 
joined forces with McCulloch and General Earl 
Van Dorn and attacked the smaller army of Gen¬ 
eral Samuel R. Curtis at Pea Ridge/Elkhorn Tav¬ 
ern, on March 6-7. Federal troops prevailed, 
McCulloch was killed, and Price was wounded, 
leaving southern Missouri and northern Arkansas 
under Union control. In April 1862 Price rose to 
major general in the Confederate service and led a 
division of Missourians to assist General Pierre G. 
T. Beauregard in Mississippi. Price then waged 
an inclusive battle against General William S. 
Rosecrans at luka on September 19, 1862, and 
he was bested again at Corinth on October 3-4, 
1862. Price, disgusted with Van Dorn, then ven¬ 
tured to Richmond, Virginia, to confer with Pres¬ 
ident Jefferson Davis. There, he prevailed on 
Davis, who always suspected his loyalty, to allow 
him to return to the Trans-Mississippi Depart¬ 
ment and retake Missouri for the Confederacy. 

In the summer of 1863, Price served in the 
Department of Arkansas under aged general 
Theophilus Holmes. Together, they waged an ill- 
considered attack on General Benjamin M. Pren¬ 
tiss at Helena on July 4, 1863, and they were badly 
repulsed. Price’s attempt to hold Pine Bluff was 
also defeated on October 25, 1863. The following 
year, he found himself yielding ground before a 
large Union force under General Frederick Steele, 
then marching to join the Red River expedition of 
General Nathaniel C. Banks. Once reinforced by 
the Confederates of General Edmund Kirby- 
Smith, Price halted Steele at Camden, Arkansas, 
pursued him as far as Jenkin’s Ferry, and attacked 
his rear guard unsuccessfully on April 30, 1864. 
However, the western theater was being depleted 
of Union troops to support war efforts farther 
east, and Kirby-Smith dispatched Price on his 
long-sought invasion of Missouri. 
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Price, assisted by General Joseph O. Shelby, 
assembled a force of 12,000 volunteers in Septem¬ 
ber 1864 and crossed the state line into Missouri. 
However, nearly one-third of his men were 
unarmed, and most of them were poorly trained. 
Worse, the thousands of Missourians he expected 
to flock to his colors failed to materialize. Price 
then marched his ragtag ensemble and waged a 
costly encounter at Pilot’s Knob on September 27, 
1864, failing to capture either the Union garrison 
or its arms. Losses here compelled him to bypass 
St. Louis altogether, and on October 8, 1864, he 
halted outside Jefferson City before a large garri¬ 
son under General Alfred Pleasonton. Price’s 
column was finally brought to bay on October 23, 
1864, at Westport, Missouri, which the combined 
forces of Curtis and Pleasonton nearly destroyed. 
He then executed a hasty withdrawal through 
Kansas and back into Arkansas, covered by Shel¬ 
by’s cavalry. Price’s dreams for conquering his 
home state for the Confederacy vanished, and 
after the war ended, he fled to Mexico. 

In April 1865 Price offered his services to 
Emperor Maximilian and sought to encourage a 


Confederate colony. Illness and the collapse of the 
Mexican regime forced him back to St. Louis two 
years later, where he eked out a marginal existence. 
Price died there on September 29, 1867, a major 
and largely ineffective player in the Civil War’s 
western theater. 

Further Reading 

Adams, George R. General William S. Harney: Prince of 
Dragoons. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 
2001 . 

DeBlack, Thomas R. With Fire and Sword: Arkansas, 
1861-1874. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas 
Press, 2003. 

Eakin, Joanne C. The Battle of Independence, 11 August, 
1862. Independence, Mo.: Two Trails Pub., 2000. 
Forsyth, Michael J. The Camden Expedition of 1864 and 
the Opportunity Lost by the Confederacy to Change 
the War. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2003. 

Gerteis, Louis S. Civil War St. Louis. Lawrence: Univer¬ 
sity Press of Kansas, 2001. 

Hatcher, Richard W. Wilsons Creek: The Second Battle 
of the Civil War and the Men Who Fought It. Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000. 
Monnett, Howard N. Action before Westport, 1864. 
Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1995. 



Q 


Quantrill, William C. (1837-1865) 

Confederate guerrilla 

William Clarke Quantrill was born in Dover, 
Ohio, on July 31, 1837, the son of a school¬ 
teacher. Intelligent and well educated, he taught 
school for many years before relocating to the 
frontiers of Kansas around 1857. There, he degen¬ 
erated into a life of debauchery under the assumed 
name of “Charlie Hart” and became adept at 
horse theft, gambling, and drinking. These activi¬ 
ties blended into the turmoil of “Bloody Kansas,” 
where pro- and antislavery factions staged 
numerous and invariably bloody confrontations. 
Quantrill initially joined a group of antislavery 
“Jayhawkers,” and he plundered several proslav¬ 
ery camps and households until he was accused 
of stealing from his own men. He thereupon 
changed sides and became a Southern “bush¬ 
whacker” as an outlet for his sociopathic behav¬ 
ior. When the Civil War broke out in April 1861, 
it ushered in a period of intense lawlessness 
throughout Kansas and neighboring Missouri. 
Quantrill wasted no time aligning with the Con¬ 
federacy, and his bandit gang assisted General 
Sterling Price in the capture of Lexington, Mis¬ 
souri, on September 20, 1861. Then he and many 
frontier ruffians resumed their killing and rob¬ 
bing spree, which induced General Henry W. 
Halleck to issue General Order No. 32, stipulat¬ 
ing that all parties caught engaging in such activ¬ 
ity could expect summary execution. Such decrees 


provided little more than amusement to men of 
Quantrill’s ilk; as exponents of hit-and-run tac¬ 
tics, most were never caught. 

In August 1862 Quantrill was commissioned a 
captain in the Confederate service through the 
Partisan Ranger Act, despite unease over his unsa¬ 
vory reputation. In time, his command grew to 
450 men, which included William “Bloody Bill” 
Anderson, Cole Younger, and Frank and Jesse 
James. As the ruthlessness of these men grew. 
Federal authorities responded in kind by arresting 
entire communities of suspected sympathizers 
and burning their homes. At one point, a derelict 
prison housing several prisoners—including 
Anderson’s sister—collapsed, killing several 
inmates. Quantrill used the incident as a conve¬ 
nient pretext to extract gruesome revenge. On 
August 21, 1863, he led his men on a raid against 
Lawrence, Kansas, a known abolitionist center. 
Rounding up of men and boys, he executed 200 
prisoners in cold blood, robbed the bank, and 
burned the entire town. This single act helped 
define QuantriU as the Civil War’s most infamous 
guerrilla. “No fiend in human shape could have 
acted with more barbarity,” an exasperated gover¬ 
nor Thomas Carney exclaimed. General Thomas 
E. Ewing, under intense political pressure from 
Jayhawkers and Radical Republicans, then issued 
General Order No. 11, which led to the evacua¬ 
tion of four entire counties suspected of aiding 
the rebels. 
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On October 6, 1863, Quantrill again struck 
terror into his opponents by ambushing General 
James G. Blunt’s mounted escort at Baxter Springs, 
Kansas, killing more than 100 Union soldiers and 
noncombatants in cold blood. But fate then inter¬ 
vened when his group, apparently dissatisfied by 
Quantrill’s leadership, splintered into several small 
groups. Quantrill himself maintained a low profile 
for nearly a year until the fall of 1864, when he 
recruited a new band and began to raid in Ken¬ 
tucky. Union general John M. Palmer then 
recruited the noted Jayhawker, Captain Edward 
Terrill, to track down and eliminate the elusive 
raider. On May 10, 1865, Terrill accomplished 
exactly that, wounding and capturing Quantrill in 
a surprise raid at Taylorsville, Kentucky. The for¬ 
mer guerrilla lingered for nearly a month in prison 
at Louisville before dying on June 6, 1865. Thus 
perished an individual universally reviled as the 
“bloodiest man in American history.” Ironically, 


his legacy of brutality lived on in the postwar 
period in the actions of several outlaws who 
learned their bloody trade on the frontiers of Civil 
War Missouri. 
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Reynolds, John F. (1820-1863) 

Union general 

John Fulton Reynolds was born in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, on September 20, 1820, the son of a 
newspaper editor. After attending local academies, 
he gained admittance to the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy in 1837 and graduated near the middle of his 
class four years later. He then served many years as 
a second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery during 
a long stint of garrison duty in Texas. Reynolds 
accompanied the army of General Zachary Taylor 
during the Mexican War and won two brevets for 
bravery at Monterrey in 1846 and Buena Vista in 
1847. After the war, he began a series of staff and 
command assignments that occasioned his rise to 
major. In 1856 Reynolds distinguished himself in 
combat against Native Americans of the Rogue 
River tribe of Oregon, and the following year, he 
marched with Colonel Albert S. Johnston in the 
Mormon expedition. After fulfilling another tour 
of duty at Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory, 
Reynolds reported back to West Point in 1860, 
where he served as commandant of cadets and 
tactics instructor. 

When the Civil War began, Reynolds was 
commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 14th U.S. 
Infantry on May 14, 1861, and two days later, he 
gained appointment as brigadier general of volun¬ 
teers in Pennsylvania. He then garrisoned the 
defenses of Washington, D.C., for several months 
before serving as military governor of Fredericks¬ 


burg, Virginia, in May 1862, where he impressed 
the occupants with his fair and judicious behavior. 
The following June, he fought in General George 
B. McClellan’s Peninsula campaign at the head 
of a brigade of Pennsylvania volunteers. In this 
capacity, he fought exceedingly well at the battles 
of Mechanicsburg and Gaines’s Mill (June 26 and 
27, 1862), being captured in the latter struggle. 
News of his captivity at Richmond’s Libby Prison 
induced citizens of Fredericksburg to petition 
Confederate authorities for his release, and he was 
exchanged the following August. Reynolds next 
led the Pennsylvania Reserve Division at the disas¬ 
trous Battle of Second Manassas, one of few com¬ 
manders to win praise from General John Pope. 
Once General Robert E. Lee invaded Maryland 
that September, Pennsylvania governor Andrew 
G. Curtin left the army to serve as commander of 
Pennsylvania state militia throughout the crisis. 
Reynolds then advanced to major general as of 
November 29, 1863, and he succeeded General 
Joseph Hooker to command of the I Corps, 
Army of the Potomac. On December 13, 1862, a 
division of his men under General George G. 
Meade made the only headway against Confeder¬ 
ate defenses. In May 1862 Reynolds was present at 
the disastrous Battle of ChancellorsviUe, although 
lightly engaged. Nonetheless, he repeatedly urged 
General Hooker to attack the Confederate left in 
strength, which might have turned the tide of 
battle for the Union. 
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After Chancellorsville, President Abraham 
Lincoln sought a new leader to replace the now 
disgraced Hooker as commander of the Army of 
the Potomac. Accordingly, he summoned Reyn¬ 
olds to the White House on May 31, 1863, to 
sound out his views. Reynolds, however, declined 
all offers after the president could not promise to 
restrain political influences on the high command 
and allow him to maneuver freely. The position 
therefore went to his old subordinate Meade, only 
three days prior to the fateful encounter at Get¬ 
tysburg. At that time, Reynolds commanded the 
left wing of the army, consisting of the I Corps 
under General Abner Doubleday, the III Corps 
of General Daniel Sickles, and the IX Corps of 
General Oliver O. Howard. On July 1, 1863, 
Meade ordered him to hold the vital crossroads at 
Gettysburg, and he arrived ahead of his troops to 
find Union cavalry under General John Buford 
heavily pressed by Confederate numbers. He then 
hastened back to urge his own command forward 
and was boldly deploying the 2nd Wisconsin 
Infantry to the front lines when a sniper’s bullet 
killed him. Reynold’s sacrifice was not in vain as 
his remaining troops bought additional precious 
time for Meade to bring up the rest of the army. 
Considering his latent ability as a fighting com¬ 
mander, his death was a serious loss to the Union 
army. 
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Rodgers John (1812-1882) 

Union naval officer 

John Rodgers was born near Havre de Grace, 
Maryland, on August 8, 1812, a son of Commo¬ 
dore John Rodgers, a naval hero from the War of 
1812. He went to sea as a midshipman in April 
1828 and completed routine service aboard a suc¬ 
cession of various squadrons before advancing to 
passed midshipman in June 1834. He then stud¬ 
ied briefly at the University of Virginia and sailed 
with the Brazilian Squadron (1836-39) before 
serving in Florida’s Second Seminole War. Rodg¬ 
ers rose to lieutenant in January 1840, completed 
more tours of duty abroad, and then reported for 
duty with the U.S. Coastal Survey. Having suc¬ 
cessfully fulfilled his tasks, Rodgers received his 
first command, the sloop USS John Hancock, in 
October 1852, as part of the North Pacific explor¬ 
ing and surveying expedition. He succeeded the 
seriously ill commodore Cadwalader Ringgold as 
expedition leader in 1854 and pushed his vessels 
farther north into the Bering Sea than any other 
individual to that time. After returning to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., in 1855 Rodgers advanced to com¬ 
mander and commenced to write a lengthy 
report of his endeavors. He was awaiting orders 
in this capacity when the Civil War broke out in 
April 1861. 

Rodgers formed part of the botched Union 
attempt to destroy the Navy Yard at Norfolk, Vir¬ 
ginia, where he was captured and then released by 
Virginian authorities. In May 1861 his services 
were requested by Major George B. McClellan at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, for the purpose of constructing 
and outfitting a squadron of armored gunboats 
for use on western waters. Rodgers then worked 
closely with engineer Samuel Pook to design and 
build the so-called Pook Turtles. However, his 
acerbic temperament led to friction with army 
personnel, so he was replaced by the more amica¬ 
ble Andrew H. Foote, and he was transferred to 
the converted steamer Flag as part of Commodore 
Samuel F. Du Font’s South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron. Eager for action, Rodgers fought well in 
the November 7, 1861, seizure of Port Royal, 
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South Carolina, and he personally captured and 
occupied Fort Walker. Du Pont was so pleased 
with his performance that Rodgers subsequently 
hoisted the first American flag over enemy soil 
since the bombardment of Fort Sumter in April. 
The following November, he led expeditions that 
captured Tybee Island off the coast of Georgia and 
Fernandina Island, Florida, in March 1862. On 
May 15, 1862, Rodgers conducted the new and 
experimental ironclad monitor Galena up the 
James River to Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia. There, he 
engaged in a lopsided duel with Confederate bat¬ 
teries on the cliffs and came off a poor second, 
sustaining 40 hits and 33 casualties. Despite this 
reverse, he advanced to captain in July 1862 and 
rejoined Du Pont the following November. 

Rodgers next commanded the new, improved 
monitor Weehawken, which was better armored 
and more seaworthy than its predecessors. To put 
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any doubts to rest, he led his vessel through sev¬ 
eral storms to confirm its survivability. Thus pre¬ 
pared, the Weehawken spearheaded Du Pont’s 
ill-fated attack on Charleston Harbor on April 7, 
1863, receiving 53 hits by the time the action was 
called off. Throughout the engagement, his vessel 
also pushed an antitorpedo (mine) device, known 
as a “boot-jack,” to deflect and detonate the 
weapons. Rodgers then made suitable repairs and 
unhesitatingly engaged the formidable Confeder¬ 
ate ram CSS Atlanta in Wassaw Sound, Georgia, 
on June 17, 1862, driving it ashore and capturing 
it in only 15 minutes. For this display of outstand¬ 
ing seamanship, he received the thanks of Con¬ 
gress and advanced to commodore. He then 
succeeded to the command of the newly designed 
monitors Canonicus and Dictator, which, unfor¬ 
tunately, proved so plagued with technical diffi¬ 
culties that he spent the rest of the war rendering 
them operational. 

Rodgers was retained in the postwar service, 
and he commanded a small Pacific Squadron and 
the Boston Navy Yard. He rose to rear admiral in 
1869 and the following year took control of the 
Asiatic Squadron to promote American interests 
in Korea, the self-styled “Hermit Kingdom.” On 
June 9, 1871, Rodgers, carrying U.S. minister 
Frederick F. Low onboard, was suddenly fired on 
by a Korean fort. When no explanation or apology 
was forthcoming, he landed a detachment of sail¬ 
ors and marines, stormed the offending battery, 
and killed 243 Korean soldiers. This marked 
America’s first armed intervention in northeast 
Asia, and after the Korean king refused all diplo¬ 
matic overtures, Rodgers sailed home. He then 
finished his career by completing several tours of 
duty ashore before dying at the Naval Observatory 
in Washington on May 5, 1882. At the time of his 
passing, Rodgers was the navy’s most senior offi¬ 
cer of his grade. 
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Rosecrans, William S. (1819-1898) 

Union general 

William Starke Rosecrans was born in Kingston, 
Ohio, on September 6, 1819, the son of farmers. 
After his father died, he was forced to quit school 
and help support his family, and through dint of 
hard work, he received an appointment to the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1838. An excellent student, 
Rosecrans graduated fifth in his class four years 
later and was commissioned into the elite Corps of 
Engineers as a second lieutenant. In 1842 he com¬ 
menced routine construction activities at Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, Virginia, and Newport, Rhode Island, 
and he also served as an instructor at West Point 
(1843-47). However, Rosecrans grew disillusioned 
with low pay and slow promotion, so he resigned 
from the army in 1854 to pursue a career in busi¬ 
ness. For the next seven years, he worked as a civil 
engineer in Ohio and also operated his own kero¬ 
sene distillery. Following the onset of hostilities in 
April 1861, Rosecrans quickly responded by serv¬ 
ing as a volunteer aide-de-camp to Major George 
B. McClellan. He shortly after rose to lieutenant 
colonel of the 23rd Ohio Volunteers in June, and 
then President Abraham Fincoln appointed him 
a brigadier general in the regular army. In this 
capacity, he served under McClellan in western 
Virginia, gaining small but significant victories 
over Confederate forces at Richmond Mountain 
on July 11, 1861. McClellan, who received overall 
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credit for success here, was summoned east, and 
Rosecrans succeeded him as head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Western Virginia. His most important 
accomplishment was defeating General John B. 
Floyd at Carnifex Ferry on September 10, 1861, 
which helped clear West Virginia of Gonfederates. 

In the spring of 1862, Rosecrans was succeeded 
by General John C. Fremont while he transferred 
west to join the Army of the Mississippi under 
General John Pope. In this capacity, he com¬ 
manded the left wing of Pope’s force during Gen¬ 
eral Henry W. Halleck’s Corinth campaign, and 
he succeeded him in command of the Army of the 
Mississippi in June 1862. This placed Rosecrans 
under the aegis of General Ulysses S. Grant, who 
regarded him as a marginally talented, plodding 
performer. As if to underscore this perception, 
Rosecrans defeated General Sterling Price at luka 





Rosecrans, William S. 761 


on September 19, 1862, then repelled General 
Earl Van Dorn at Corinth (October 3-4, 1862), 
but he fumbled the pursuit and allowed his foes to 
escape. He nevertheless received promotion to 
major general that fall and succeeded General 
Don C. Buell as head of the Army of the Ohio, 
which he renamed the Army of the Cumberland. 
Rosecrans spent several weeks shadowing the 
Army of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg 
until he suddenly turned at Murfreesboro (Stones 
River) and fought from December 31, 1862 to 
January 3, 1863. A bloody standoff ensued as both 
sides pummeled each other’s right flank, and 
Rosecrans nearly abandoned the contest before 
the Southerners were compelled by losses to with¬ 
draw. For his efforts here, he also received the 
thanks of Congress. 

Typically, Rosecrans spent the next several 
months methodically training and preparing his 
army, a pace that vexed impatient superiors. It 
took considerable prodding, but he finally moved 
against Bragg in June 1863 during the so-called 
Tullahoma campaign, in which the Confederates 
were completely outmaneuvered and abandoned 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, without a shot being 
fired. It was, in truth, a brilliant achievement for 
which praise was deserved. However, Rosecrans 
grew careless by pursuing the Confederates into 
northern Georgia with his army widely dispersed. 
Bragg, now reinforced by General James Long- 
street’s corps from Virginia, predictably turned 
and struck back at Chickamauga on September 
19-20. Rosecrans handled his troops well initially, 
until he inadvertently shifted a division and cre¬ 
ated a gap in his line just as Longstreet attacked. 
His army was completely shattered save for the 
magnificent stand of General George H. Thomas, 
and he fell back in haste to Chattanooga. When 


Rosecrans inexplicably allowed Bragg to occupy 
the high ground surrounding the city and besieged 
him. Grant arrived on October 19, 1863, and 
relieved him from command. 

Rosecrans subsequendy received command of 
the Department of the Missouri, where he quar¬ 
reled with Generals Samuel R. Curtis and Alfred 
Pleasonton throughout General Sterling Price’s 
invasion of that state. In December 1864 he reported 
to Cincinnati for orders, which never came, and 
finally he resigned in disgust in March 1867. Rose¬ 
crans served as minister to Mexico until being 
sacked a second time by President Grant in 1869. 
He then relocated to California, purchased a ranch, 
and dabbled in mining. In 1881 he won election to 
the U.S. House of Representatives, and he vindic¬ 
tively voted against back pay for Grant, then dying 
of throat cancer. Rosecrans served as register of the 
U.S. Treasury from 1885 to 1893 before dying at 
Redondo Beach, California, on March 11,1898. He 
was a talented but essentially luckless commander 
who displayed flashes of brilliance alongside consis¬ 
tent sluggishness in the field. 
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Schofield, John M. (1831-1906) 

Union general 

John McAllister Schofield was born in Gerry, New 
York, on September 29, 1831, the son of a Baptist 
minister. He relocated to Illinois with his family as 
a child and in 1849 gained an appointment to the 
U.S. Military Academy. He graduated near the top 
of his class in 1853 and served as a second lieuten¬ 
ant with the 1st U.S. Artillery in Florida before 
returning to West Point as an instructor. In 1860 
he obtained a leave of absence to teach physics at 
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, but 
he responded to President Abraham Lincoln’s 
call for volunteers the following spring. Schofield 
then became a major in the 1st Missouri Artillery 
and chief of staff under General Nathaniel Lyon. 
In this capacity, he fought bravely at the defeat of 
Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, eventually 
winning the Congressional Medal of Honor for 
exemplary behavior. Prior to the battle, Schofield 
urged the badly outnumbered Lyon not to attack 
and also balked at Colonel Franz Sigel’s secret 
flanking march to the Confederate rear. That 
November, he became a brigadier general of Mis¬ 
souri militia, and head of the District of St. Louis 
and enjoyed some success rooting out Confeder¬ 
ate guerrillas under William C. Quantrill. In 
November 1862 Schofield gained command of the 
Army of the Frontier, which was primarily con¬ 
cerned with antiguerrilla activities, but his nomi¬ 
nation to major general was held up in Congress 


by political enemies. His promotion finally was 
approved in May 1863, at which point he assumed 
control of the Department of the Missouri. Scho¬ 
field, however, was ambitious and used his good 
relationship with President Lincoln to agitate for a 
combat command. Accordingly, in February 1864, 
he assumed command of the Department of the 
Ohio and its constituent army, the XXIII Corps. 

Throughout the spring and summer of 1864, 
Schofield formed part of General William T. Sher¬ 
man’s army as it marched to Atlanta, Georgia. He 
performed capably in the complex maneuvering 
that turned General Joseph E. Johnston’s Confed¬ 
erates out of several fortified positions. However, 
when Johnston’s successor. General John B. Hood, 
marched into Tennessee to cut Sherman’s supply 
lines, Schofield was detached from the main army 
to slow him while General George H. Thomas 
assembled a new army for the defense of Nashville. 
On November 28, 1864, Schofield skillfully extri¬ 
cated his command from a trap laid by Hood at 
Spring Hill, and then he occupied defensive posi¬ 
tions around the city of Franklin. Hood attacked 
vigorously on November 30, 1864, and was vigor¬ 
ously repulsed with six generals killed and thou¬ 
sands of casualties. Schofield slipped away again, 
skillfully covered by General James H. Wilson’s 
cavalry, and he rejoined Thomas at Nashville. On 
December 15-16, his XXIII Corps figured promi¬ 
nently in the rout of Hood and the near annihila¬ 
tion of his Army of Tennessee. 
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Schofield rose to major general of volunteers 
and performed an impressive movement of forces 
from Tennessee by riverboat, train, and ship to 
North Carolina. There, he helped orchestrate the 
capture of Wilmington before advancing inland to 
Goldsborough to link up with Sherman that 
March. In April 1865 Schofield participated in 
negotiations to end hostilities and was on hand to 
accept Johnston’s surrender at Durham Station. 
He ended the war commanding the Department 
of North Carolina. Shortly afterward. President 
Andrew Johnson appointed him special envoy to 
France, where he compellingly convinced the gov¬ 
ernment of Emperor Napoleon 111 to withdraw its 
forces from Mexico. He served as acting secretary 
of war under Johnston and also performed Recon¬ 
struction work. President Ulysses S. Grant 
appointed him head of the Department of the 
Missouri in 1869. He later transferred to the Divi¬ 
sion of the Pacific, and in 1872, he ventured to 
Hawaii with the recommendation that the United 
States obtain Pearl Harbor as a naval base. In 1876 
Schofield returned to West Point as commandant 
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and two years later headed a board of inquiry that 
overturned the court-martial verdict of General 
Fitz John Porter. 

Schofield’s most daunting task occurred in 1888 
when, following the death of General Philip H. 
Sheridan, he was elevated to commanding general 
of the army. Throughout his seven-year tenure, he 
oversaw improvements in the lot of the common 
soldiers while also fostering greater professionalism 
among the officer corps. He also broke precedent 
by urging that Native Americans be allowed to join 
the military as regular soldiers while the govern¬ 
ment helped assume for the care and feeding of 
their families. Perhaps Schofield’s greatest contri¬ 
bution to the U.S. Army was his call for a German- 
style general staff system, which was adopted at the 
turn of the 20th century. He resigned from the 
army in 1895 as a lieutenant general before dying at 
St. Augustine, Florida, on March 4, 1906. In addi¬ 
tion to being an outstanding combat officer, Scho¬ 
field is widely regarded as among the army’s finest 
peacetime administrators and reformers. 
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Scott, Winfield (1786-1866) 

Union general 

Winfield Scott was born near Petersburg, Virginia, 
on June 13, 1786, and he briefly attended William 
and Mary College. After studying law for several 
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months, Scott joined the U.S. Army as a captain of 
artillery in 1808, commencing a distinguished 
military career that lasted more than a half- 
century. He gained national attention during the 
War of 1812, particularly at the hloody encounters 
of Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane in July 1814, which 
demonstrated the ability of American troops to 
withstand professional British adversaries in the 
field. He ended the war a brevet major general, the 
nation’s youngest. Throughout the postwar period, 
Scott functioned as the embodiment of military pro¬ 
fessionalism and composed the first infantry manu¬ 
als employed since the American Revolution. By 
dint of superior skills, he became the army’s com¬ 
manding general in 1841, and he held that position 
for the next 20 years. Scott was also renowned for his 
towering stature, standing more than shc-and-a- 
half-feet tall, and his equally commanding ego. In 
fact, his strict insistence on following the various 
nuances of military etiquette garnered him the nick¬ 


name “Old Fuss and Feathers.” Scott demonstrated 
his abilities as a commander during the Mexican 
War in 1847, when he conducted a near-flawless 
advance on Mexico City that constituted a textbook 
example of military planning and maneuver. More¬ 
over, his example of success and the methods he 
employed influenced nearly 100 junior officers serv¬ 
ing under him, who, over a decade later, rose to be 
generals in the Civil War. In 1852 he made a clumsy 
run for the presidency as a Whig and lost decisively 
to Democrat Franklin Pierce. 

The 75-year-old Scott, though himself a South¬ 
erner, opposed secession as it unfolded in the fall 
of 1860. He tried to convince President James 
Buchanan to reinforce and strengthen army garri¬ 
sons throughout the South, but his advice was 
ignored by Secretary of War John B. Floyd. Once 
the new chief executive, Abraham Lincoln, was in 
power, he advised him to abandon Fort Sumter, 
South Carolina, on the basis of it being militarily 
indefensible. Lincoln chose to ignore his advice 
and instead requested him to proffer a military 
strategy for subduing the rebellious South. The 
elderly Scott then articulated a comprehensive 
plan calling for a tight blockade of the Confederate 
coastline from Norfolk, Virginia, to Galveston, 
Texas, followed by a military offensive down the 
Mississippi Valley that utilized the various water¬ 
ways as avenues of invasion. Furthermore, he pre¬ 
dicted a three-year conflict requiring the service of 
300,000 three-year soldiers—a far cry from the 
75,000 three-month volunteers initially requested 
by Lincoln. It was his strategic vision that the 
South, cut off from trade with Europe and slowly 
dismembered through control of the Mississippi, 
would gradually but irrevocably succumb to supe¬ 
rior Union numbers and resources. His solution 
failed to meet quicksilver political expectations for 
an immediate and decisive victory over the seces¬ 
sionists, so his strategy, ridiculed as the “Anaconda 
Plan,” was initially discarded. 

The wizened warrior also urged the adminis¬ 
tration against precipitously committing raw, 
barely trained troops to combat operations. Again, 
politicians scoffed at his caution, and he was 
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strong-armed into approving a hasty offensive 
under General Irvin McDowell. This operation 
came to grief at Bull Run on July 21, 1861, as he 
predicted. Political and military leaders, now tak¬ 
ing stock of Scott’s advanced age and declining 
health, openly began to question his relevance to 
the military matters at hand. Scott undoubtedly 
hastened his own removal by appointing the 
young, brash general George B. McClellan who 
routinely disregarded the old soldier’s advice and 
elbowed himself into the role of Lincoln’s de facto 
military adviser, as head of the Army of the 
Potomac. Scott, old, ill, and feeling ignored, finally 
resigned his commission on October 31, 1861. He 
retired to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, 
to write his memoirs. He also lived long enough to 
see his “Anaconda Plan” vindicated, for the basic 
outline was eventually adopted with successful 
results to the Union. Scott died at West Point on 
May 29, 1866, being both literally and figuratively 
a towering figure of American military history. 
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Semmes, Raphael (1809-1877) 

Confederate admiral 

Raphael Semmes was born in Charles County, 
Maryland, on September 27, 1809, and was 
orphaned at an early age. Raised by uncles, he 
joined the navy as a midshipman in 1826 and per¬ 


formed routine duties aboard a succession of ves¬ 
sels. In his spare time, Semmes also studied law 
and gained admittance to the bar in 1834. He rose 
to lieutenant in February 1837 and served in that 
capacity during the Mexican War. In October 
1846 he commanded the brig USS Somers in the 
Gulf of Mexico until losing his ship and 40 crew 
members to a sudden squall. Exonerated by a 
court of inquiry, Semmes subsequently helped 
supervise the landing of General Winfield Scott 
at Veracruz in 1847 and campaigned alongside 
army troops during the advance on Mexico City. 
After the war, Semmes settled in Montgomery, 
Alabama, awaiting orders and practicing law. He 
rose to commander in 1855 and assumed respon¬ 
sibilities as lighthouse inspector for the Gulf 
region. Once Alabama seceded from the Union in 
February 1861, Semmes resigned his commission 
and joined the newly formed Confederate navy as 
a commander. His first assignment was to visit 
New York to purchase naval supplies before the 
onset of actual hostilities. On his return visit, 
Semmes stopped in Washington, D.C., to observe 
the inauguration of President Abraham Lincoln. 

Before taking to sea, Semmes held lengthy dis¬ 
cussions with Confederate secretary of the navy 
Stephen R. Mallory as to the probable course of 
naval events. Given the South’s limited assets, 
both men agreed to pursue a guerre de course, 
namely, the outfitting of commerce destroyers to 
attack Northern shipping and sap Union eco¬ 
nomic vitality. On June 30, 1861, he took the con¬ 
verted steamer Havana, now armed and outfitted 
as the commerce raider CSS Sumter, out from Pass 
a L’Outre, Mississippi, and into open ocean. His 
was the first vessel to display the Confederate flag 
abroad, and over the course of the next few 
months Semmes steamed as far north as Maine, 
taking 18 prizes. His success forced Navy secretary 
Gideon Welles to dispatch several warships in pur¬ 
suit, which finally cornered him at Gibraltar in 
April 1862. Semmes, noting the dilapidated condi¬ 
tion of his vessel, decommissioned it and escaped 
to Nassau. He there awaited delivery of a new and 
more powerful vessel, the 200-foot steam sloop 
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CSS Alabama, which had been constructed clan¬ 
destinely in England. In August 1862 Semmes, 
now a captain, outfitted his new vessel at Terceira 
in the Azores and sailed off into history. During 
the next two years, he attacked Union shipping at 
locales as far away as Singapore, ultimately seizing 
and burning 66 prizes. One victim, the Union 
warship USS Hatteras, was surprised at night off 
Galveston, Texas, and sunk in only 15 minutes. 
Semmes’s haul made him the most successful pri¬ 
vateer captain in naval history and forced the 
American government, which branded him a 
pirate, to redouble efforts to catch him. 

After an exhausting cruise of 22 months, 
Semmes finally put in to Cherbourg, France, for 
some badly needed repairs. While there, he was 
blockaded in port by the Kearsarge, commanded 
by Captain John A. Winslow, a former acquain¬ 
tance. In a rashly based decision, Semmes decided 
that his ship was more than a match for his oppo¬ 
nent, and on June 19, 1864, he left Cherbourg to 
engage it. The Kearsarge, well armed, armored, 
and trained, proceeded to disable the Alabama 
systematically with accurate gunnery while the 
Confederate gunners aimed high. Semmes aban¬ 
doned ship after a 45-minute contest and was res¬ 
cued from capture by an English yacht—a violation 
of international law. He returned to the South as a 
hero, and in February 1865, he was made an admi¬ 
ral. For the final months of the war, Semmes com¬ 
manded the James River Squadron of three 
ironclads and three gunboats, but he saw no seri¬ 
ous action. He scuttled his ships before Richmond 
fell to the armies of General Ulysses S. Grant on 
April 2, 1865, and he massed his sailors into a 
naval brigade. Semmes then served as a brigadier 
general in the army of General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston and surrendered at Durham Station with 
that officer on April 26, 1865. 

In December 1865 Semmes was arrested by 
government authorities and charged with piracy, 
but he was ultimately released. He then returned 
to Mobile, Alabama, to teach, edit a newspaper, 
and practice maritime law. Semmes died at Point 
Clear, Alabama, on August 30, 1877, but his suc¬ 


cess in war led to a major diplomatic fracas with 
England over the so-called Alabama Claims. 
Because the Alabama was built in England for hos¬ 
tile purposes against the United States, the courts 
viewed it as a breach of international neutrality. In 
1872 the British government finally admitted cul¬ 
pability and paid $15.5 million in compensation 
to Semmes’s numerous victims. 
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Shelby, Joseph O. (1830-1897) 

Confederate general 

Joseph Orville Shelby was born in Lexington, Ken¬ 
tucky, on December 12, 1830, and he attended the 
University of Transylvania (1845-48). After a year 
in Pennsylvania to study rope manufacturing, he 
relocated with his family to Waverly, Missouri, to 
grow hemp and enter business. As a slaveholder, 
Shelby opposed abolitionists during the Kansas- 
Missouri border disputes, and he raised cavalry 
companies to raid his opponents. When the Civil 
War erupted in April 1861, Shelby declined a com¬ 
mission in the Union army and offered his services 
to the Confederacy. As a member of the State 
Guard, he fought with General Sterling Price at 
Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, and then par¬ 
ticipated in the siege of Lexington. His exemplary 
conduct as a cavahy leader marked him for addi¬ 
tional service with the mounted arm. On March 7- 
8, 1862, he fought under General Ben McCulloch 
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at the defeat of Pea Ridge, skillfully covering the 
Southern withdrawal. That June, he was commis¬ 
sioned a colonel in Confederate service and given a 
three-regiment force, which, by dint of hard fight¬ 
ing, gained renown as the “Iron Brigade.” Under 
Shelby’s untutored but excellent leadership, it 
quickly emerged as the finest Southern cavalry unit 
of the Trans-Mississippi theater. 

As the tide of Confederate fortunes in Mis¬ 
souri and Arkansas ebbed and flowed, Shelby was 
usually on hand as a scout, a combat officer, or a 
commander of the rear guard. Audacious by 
nature, in December 1862 he briefly seized the 
outer defenses of Springfield, Missouri, and sub¬ 
sequently conducted numerous forays behind 
Union lines in support of General Thomas C. 
Hindman. He next fought under Price during the 
ill-fated attack on Helena, Arkansas, where he was 
wounded. That September, Shelby performed his 
greatest military deed by raiding across the length 
and breadth of Missouri with the Iron Brigade, 
capturing Federal garrisons at Boonville, Neosho, 
Warsaw, and Tipton. His hard-riding troopers 
covered 1,500 miles in only 36 days, inflicted 
nearly 600 casualties and destroying nearly $2 
million of Union property. It is estimated that his 
activities tied down the services of 50,000 Union 
troops who had been sent to oppose him and pre¬ 
cluded any reinforcements to Federal armies 
besieged at Chattanooga, Tennessee. Moreover, 
this proved not only the longest cavalry raid of 
the war but also one that gave Shelby a reputa¬ 
tion to vie with that of General J. E. B. Stuart in 
the East. In recognition of his accomplishments, 
he gained promotion to brigadier general on 
December 15, 1863. 

In the spring of 1864, Shelby performed more 
useful service by successfully opposing 15,000 
Union troops under General Frederick Steele at 
Princeton, Arkansas. That September, he accom¬ 
panied Price’s final invasion of Missouri and 
waged several successful actions against isolated 
Union detachments. On October 21-23, 1864, 
Shelby acquitted himself well during Price’s defeat 
at Westport, Missouri, and his ferocious rearguard 


actions undoubtedly saved his army from destruc¬ 
tion. At that time. General Alfred Pleasonton 
declared Shelby the best Confederate cavalry 
opponent he ever encountered. After falling back 
to Texas, he learned of General Robert E. Lee’s 
surrender at Appomattox in April 1865 and vowed 
never to capitulate. He even threatened General 
Edmund Kirby-Smith with arrest if he attempted 
to surrender. Once reality prevailed, Shelby took 
1,000 of his followers south into Mexico to found 
a colony for Emperor Maximilian. However, once 
the French began to withdraw in 1866, Shelby 
abandoned the effort and returned to Missouri. 
He farmed for many years in Bates County before 
serving as a U.S. federal marshal in 1893. He also 
gained a degree of notoriety by testifying as a 
defense witness in the trial of noted outlaw Frank 
James, which led to his acquittal. Shelby continued 
as sheriff and a popular frontier figure until his 
death in Adrian County, Missouri, on February 
13, 1897. As a cavalry leader, many historians rate 
him as equal or better than such contemporaries 
as Nathan B. Forrest and Joseph Wheeler. 

Further Reading 

Beasley, Conger, Jr., ed. Shelby’s Expedition to Mexico: An 
Unwritten Leaf of the War. Fayetteville: University of 
Arkansas Press, 2002. 

Nichols, Bruce. Guerrilla Warfare in Civil War Missouri, 
1863. lefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2006. 

Scott, Mark E. The Fifth Season: General “Jo” Shelby, the 
Great Raid of 1863. Independence, Mo.: Two Trails 
Pubs., 2001. 

Sellmeyer, Deryl P. J. Shelby’s Iron Brigade. Gretna, La.: 
Pelican Publishing, 2007. 

Shea, William L. “Prelude to Prairie Grove: Cane HiU, 
November 28, 1862.” Arkansas Historical Quarterly 
63, no. 4 (2004): 352-379. 

Sheridan, Philip H. (1831-1888) 

Union general 

Philip Henry Sheridan was born near Albany, New 
York, on March 6, 1831, the son of Irish immi¬ 
grants. He matured in Somerset, Ohio, and clerked 
several years in a dry goods store before winning 
an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy in 
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1849 after lying about his age. A mediocre student, 
Sheridan possessed a ferocious temper and at one 
point attacked a larger cadet captain with a fixed 
bayonet because of an alleged insult. He was sus¬ 
pended for a year in consequence and finally 
graduated in 1854 as a second lieutenant in the 1st 
U.S. Infantry. After fighting Native Americans 
along the Rio Grande in Texas, he transferred to 
the 4th U.S. Infantry and performed similar ser¬ 
vice against the Yakima tribes of the Oregon Terri¬ 
tory. When the Civil War commenced in April 
1861, Sheridan was an obscure captain, but he 
managed to wrangle a staff position under Gener¬ 
als Nathaniel Lyon and Henry W. Halleck. He 
performed well as a quartermaster but chafed as a 
bureaucrat and sought a combat command. After 
badgering Halleck for weeks (for Sheridan was 
anything if not dogged), he received command of 
the 2nd Michigan Cavalry in May 1862. With this 
force, he engaged and defeated 5,000 of General 
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William J. Hardee’s Confederate cavalry at Boon- 
eville, Mississippi, on July 1, 1862, becoming a 
brigadier general of volunteers in consequence. He 
subsequently commanded an infantry division 
under General Don C. Buell at the bloody Battle 
of Perryville, Kentucky, on October 8,1862, where 
his relentless attacks convinced General Braxton 
Bragg to retreat. At the equally sanguine Battle of 
Murfreesboro (December 31, 1862-January 3, 
1863), his valiant stand against General Leonidas 
Polk’s superior numbers saved the army of Gen¬ 
eral William S. Rosecrans from certain destruc¬ 
tion. His superior performance resulted in a 
promotion to major general of volunteers in 
March 1863 at the age of 32. 

Sheridan commanded a division in the XX 
Corps throughout Rosecrans’s brilliantly executed 
Tullahoma campaign in central Tennessee. But 
both leaders came to grief on September 20, 1863, 
when Bragg suddenly assailed Union forces at 
Chickamauga and Sheridan’s men were routed by 
two divisions under General James Longstreet. 
Nevertheless, he rounded up the stragglers and 
assisted General George H. Thomas in conducting 
a successful rear-guard action. Sheridan next 
fought well at the Battle of Missionary Ridge on 
November 25, 1863, herding his division up the 
slopes in an unauthorized advance that routed the 
Confederates and captured the crest. Sheridan’s 
stomach for fighting brought him to the attention 
of General Ulysses S. Grant, who ordered him 
east as head of his cavalry corps in the much 
abused Army of the Potomac. 

Once in charge, Sheridan completely revamped, 
retrained, and reequipped the Union cavalry, con¬ 
verting it from a scouting force to a true combat 
arm. He also brusquely argued with General 
George G. Meade about exactly what role troopers 
should play in the upcoming Overland campaign 
against Richmond, Virginia. Sheridan, at one 
point, openly declared that he would destroy Con¬ 
federate troopers under legendary general J. E. B. 
Stuart, if only allowed to. Grant, impressed by 
such aplomb, gave him this permission, and Sheri¬ 
dan set out. He defeated Stuart at Yellow Tavern 
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on May 11, 1864, fatally wounding him. The fol¬ 
lowing month, he waged a hard-fought but incon¬ 
clusive battle with General Wade Hampton’s 
troopers at Trevilian Station, Virginia, although 
he inflicted heavy damage on Confederate lines of 
communications and railroads in the process. In 
August Grant tasked him with driving Confeder¬ 
ates under General Jubal A. Early out of the stra¬ 
tegic Shenandoah Valley and laying waste to that 
fertile region. Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah 
accordingly pounced on Early at Winchester on 
September 19,1864, and at Fisher’s HiU three days 
later, routing him. Pursuant to orders, he burned 
large swaths of valuable farmland to deny its use to 
the South, becoming a thoroughly hated figure in 
the process. Early subsequently turned and struck 
at the unsuspecting Federals at Cedar Creek on 
October 19, 1864, nearly routing them, but Sheri¬ 
dan galloped 15 miles from the rear, rallied his 
men, and shattered the Confederates in a sweeping 
counterattack. “Sheridan’s Ride,” as it came to be 
known, was celebrated in a famous poem by 
Thomas Buchanan Read, and victory also brought 
him the thanks of Congress and promotion to 
major general. 

Sheridan finally dispensed with Early’s survi¬ 
vors at Waynesboro, Virginia, on March 2, 1865. 
He then rejoined Grant outside of Petersburg. 
Massing his forces on the Confederate right flank, 
he was rebuffed by General George E. Pickett at 
Dinwiddle Court House on March 31, 1865, but 
on the following day, April 1, he smashed through 
Confederate lines at the Battle of Five Forks. This 
masterstroke forced General Robert E. Lee’s Army 
of Northern Virginia to abandon Richmond hast¬ 
ily and to flee westward with Sheridan in hot pur¬ 
suit. On April 6, 1865, his cavalry caught and 
captured a third of the Confederate army at Say- 
ler’s Creek, and three days later, he cut off Lee’s 
retreat at Appomattox Court House. Lee surren¬ 
dered and Sheridan, thunderbolt of the Union 
army, helped close the Civil War in his typically 
decisive fashion. 

After the war, Sheridan was dispatched to 
Texas where his threatening displays of military 


strength induced the government of Napoleon 111 
to remove its armies from Mexico. He then over¬ 
saw Reconstruction activities in Texas and Louisi¬ 
ana although, as a Radical Republican, his conduct 
proved so heavy-handed that President Andrew 
Johnson removed him. In September 1867 Sheri¬ 
dan transferred to the Department of the Missouri 
as a lieutenant general, and for the next 16 years, 
he conducted a ruthless war of subjugation against 
hostile Native-American tribesmen with Generals 
Alfred H. Terry, George Crook, and George A. 
Custer. In 1870 he took a brief furlough to 
observe the Franco-Prussian War, and in 1878 he 
assumed command of the Military Division of the 
Southwest. Sheridan succeeded General WiUiam 
T. Sherman as commanding general of the army 
in November 1883, and in June 1888, he became 
only the third person, after Grant and Sherman, 
to pin four stars on his shoulders as a full general. 
Sheridan died in Noquitt, Massachusetts, on 
August 5, 1888, at the age of 57, an outstanding 
combat commander of the Civil War whose tri¬ 
umphs invariably centered around careful prepa¬ 
ration, unswerving adherence to the offense, and 
unflinching concern for the soldiers serving 
under him. 
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Sherman, William T. (1820-1891) 

Union general 

Tecumseh Sherman was born in Lancaster, Ohio, 
on February 8, 1820, the son of a state judge. 
Orphaned at an early age, he became a ward of 
Senator Thomas Ewing, who subsequently chris¬ 
tened him William. Sherman, with his stepfather’s 
patronage, gained appointment to the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1836, and graduated near the top 
of his class four years later. He joined the 3rd U.S. 
Artillery as a second lieutenant and fought in 
Florida’s Second Seminole War until 1841. Sher¬ 
man then fulfilled a long string of garrison duties 
throughout the Deep South, where he thoroughly 
familiarized himself with the people and the geog¬ 
raphy. When the Mexican War broke out in 1846, 
Sherman sailed to California to join the staff of 
General Stephen W. Kearny, but he saw no com¬ 
bat. He next performed as a captain in the com¬ 
missary department, but discouraged by low pay 
and slow promotions, Sherman resigned his com¬ 
mission in 1853. He then failed in banking and 
law, but in 1859 he accepted a position as superin¬ 
tendent of the Alexandria Military Academy, Lou¬ 
isiana. Sherman greatly admired the South and 
evinced genuine affection for the Southern people, 
but after the Civil War commenced in 1861, he 
departed Louisiana for St. Louis, Missouri, and he 
sought to regain his army commission. Before 
leaving, his many Southern friends implored him 
to accept a commission in the Confederate army, 
but he politely declined. 

Through the influence of his younger brother 
John, a U.S. senator, Sherman was reinstated as a 
colonel of the 13th U.S. Infantry on May 14, 1861. 
He commanded a brigade under General Irvin 
McDowell at BuU Run on July 21, 1861, being 
one of few officers to distinguish himself in com¬ 
bat. Sherman rose to brigadier general the follow¬ 
ing August and transferred to the Department of 
the Ohio to assist General Robert Anderson. By 


October, he succeeded Anderson in command and 
entered into a bitter war of words with the local 
press, which openly regarded him as insane. When 
the volatile Sherman experienced a nervous break¬ 
down, he was replaced by General Don C. Buell 
and sent to Missouri as a staff officer under Gen¬ 
eral Henry W. Halleck. Sherman there received 
command of the District of Cairo, Illinois, where 
he gained acquaintance with General Ulysses S. 
Grant during the campaign against Forts Henry 
and Donelson in February 1862. The high-strung 
Sherman and the low-key Grant struck up a cor¬ 
dial relationship that lasted the remainder of their 
lives. He commanded a division in Grant’s Army 
of the Tennessee and fought conspicuously at the 
bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 5-6, 1862). Sher¬ 
man, who had commanded the pickets that day, 
had been surprised by Confederates under Gen¬ 
eral Albert S. Johnston, but he effectively rallied 
his command and contributed to the final Union 
victory. 

Sherman was promoted to major general the 
following May and performed useful service dur¬ 
ing the Union advance on Corinth, Mississippi. 
Grant then ordered him to secure Memphis, Ten¬ 
nessee, as a major base of operations against the 
Confederate citadel of Vicksburg. In this capacity, 
he ruthlessly suppressed guerrilla activity and pun¬ 
ished civilian collaborators harshly—noting care¬ 
fully the effect such moves had on discouraging 
the population from further resistance. That fall, 
Sherman performed initial moves against Vicks¬ 
burg by attacking its northern tier of defenses 
along Chickasaw Bluffs, Mississippi, but he was 
badly repulsed on December 29, 1862. When the 
press widely accused him of incompetence, he 
publicly swore he would hang the next reporter 
who annoyed him. President Abraham Lincoln 
then supplanted Sherman with the politically ori¬ 
ented General John A. McClernand, who appointed 
him commander of the XV Corps in the newly 
constituted Army of the Mississippi. Sherman 
then accompanied combined operations resulting 
in the capture of Fort Hindman, Arkansas, on 
January 11, 1863, before Grant reassigned him to 
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his own Army of the Tennessee. Sherman again 
distinguished himself by driving Confederates 
under General Joseph E. Johnston from Jackson, 
Mississippi, on May 14,1863, which left Grant free 
to concentrate on Vicksburg. After that city sur¬ 
rendered on July 4, 1863, Sherman advanced to 
brigadier general in the regular army and suc¬ 
ceeded Grant as commander of the Army of the 
Tennessee. On November 24, 1863, Sherman fig¬ 
ured conspicuously in the defeat of General Brax¬ 
ton Bragg at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and his 
subsequent advance on Knoxville broke the siege 
of General James Longstreet. In March 1864, 
once Grant was called east to serve as command¬ 
ing general, Sherman succeeded him in leading the 
Military Division of the Mississippi and as head of 
all Union forces in the western theater. 

In the spring of 1864, Sherman conducted a 
large offensive toward Meridian, Mississippi, 
against General Leonidas Polk. His campaign 
occasioned little fighting; rather, it featured the 
marked destruction of railways, factories, and 
storage facilities of possible use to the Confeder¬ 
acy—in sum, a dry run for what happened on a 
much vaster scale that fall. Thus, Sherman’s most 
vital contribution to the war effort unfolded in the 
spring and summer of 1864 while commanding 
the Armies of the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennes¬ 
see, under Generals John M. Schofield, George 
H. Thomas, and James B. McPherson. With 
these 100,000 veteran troops, he was to capture the 
strategic railroad junction at Atlanta, Georgia, 
before pressing on to Savannah and the sea. For 
the next few months. Union forces were engaged 
in an intricate campaign of maneuver against 
General Johnston’s 60,000 men in the Army of 
Tennessee, who skillfully fell back on a succession 
of defensive positions. Only once, at Kennesaw 
Mountain, Georgia, on June 27, 1864, did Sher¬ 
man grow impatient and attack—suffering heavy 
losses. However, Johnston’s Fabian tactics did not 
sit well with the Confederate high command, and 
they replaced him with the aggressive General 
John B. Hood in July. Hood then proceeded to 
squander his army in a series of headlong attack’s 
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against Sherman’s men, and on September 2, 
1864, Atlanta finally fell. Not only was this a sig¬ 
nificant Union victory, but it also virtually insured 
President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection that fall. 
Sherman, having dispatched Schofield and Thomas 
to pursue Hood back to Nashville, marched next 
with General Oliver O. Howard’s Army of the 
Tennessee and General Henry W. Slocum’s Army 
of Georgia toward Savannah. Imitating Grant at 
Vicksburg, he also severed his own lines of supply 
and advanced while foraging off the land. But, 
most significant, Sherman initiated his policy of 
“total war,” whereby property and food stuffs of 
potential use to the Confederacy were either con¬ 
fiscated or burned outright. “War is cruelty and 
you cannot refine it,” he insisted. In truth, Sher¬ 
man was determined to break, not simply Confed¬ 
erate armies, but the very will of Southerners to 
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resist. Union forces then carved a 60-mile wide 
swath of destruction through Georgia, and on 
December 21, 1864, he forced General William J. 
Hardee to abandon Savannah without a fight. 
Sherman proudly telegraphed his accomplishment 
to the president and offered to him the city as a 
Christmas present. For his efforts, so essential to 
the ultimate Union victory, Sherman again 
received the thanks of Congress. 

In the spring of 1865, Sherman resumed 
advancing, this time northward into South Caro¬ 
lina. He drove General Wade Hampton’s troops 
out of the state capital at Columbia on February 
17, 1865, which was then burned to the ground. 
The Union columns then pressed into North Car¬ 
olina where, on March 19-20, General Johnston 
launched his final, last-ditch blow at Bentonville, 
which was easily parried. On April 26, 1865, John¬ 
ston finally capitulated to Sherman at Durham 
Station, although under terms so generous that 
the new administration of President Andrew John¬ 
ston refused to acknowledge them. Continuing 
press criticism so angered the general that he also 
threatened to boycott the grand victory march 
through Washington, D.C., if retractions were not 
made. Sherman, never one to forgo a grudge, next 
snubbed Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton on 
the reviewing stand and refused to shake his hand 
for criticizing the terms under which Johnston 
surrendered. 

Sherman rose to lieutenant general in July 
1866 while heading the Division of the Missouri. 
Three years later, newly elected President Grant 
appointed him commanding general of the army 
with four stars, becoming only the second indi¬ 
vidual in American history to be so honored. For 
the next decade, Sherman worked earnestly to 
improve conditions in the army and foster greater 
professionalism, including the wholesale adoption 
of German staff methods. In concert with General 
Philip H. Sheridan, he also waged a ruthless paci¬ 
fication program against hostile Native Americans 
and finally bought the western frontier under 
American domination. He proved as merciless 
toward Native Americans as he had toward Con¬ 


federates, with identical results. Sherman retired 
from the military in November 1883 and resisted 
repeated calls to enter politics as a Republican. He 
died in New York City on February 14, 1891, a 
highly capable, successful—and ruthless—Civil 
War commander, second only to Grant in the 
Union’s equation of victory. His systematic appli¬ 
cation of “total war” also anticipated the trend 
that warfare would follow throughout the 20th 
century, whereby civilian populations—and the 
industrial capability they represented—would 
become legitimate military targets. 
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Sibley, Henry H. (1816-1886) 

Confederate general 

Henry Hopkins Sibley was born in Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, on May 25, 1816, and educated at pri¬ 
vate schools in Ohio. He gained admission to the 
U.S. Military Academy in 1833, was held back a 
year for poor academics, and finally graduated in 
1838 as a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Dra- 
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goons. Sibley then fought in Florida’s Second 
Seminole War before performing garrison duty 
throughout the Old Southwest. During the Mexi¬ 
can War, he marched with General Winfield 
Scott’s army, winning brevet promotion to major 
for bravery at the Battle of Medellin on March 25, 
1847. Afterward, Sibley resumed routine garrison 
duties in Texas where, at Fort Belknap, he per¬ 
fected the so-called Sibley Tent. This was an Indian 
teepee modified for military use—as a device, it 
was widely employed by both sides in the Civil 
War. Sibley suffered from kidney stones, drank 
heavily to relieve the pain, and became alcoholic. 
In 1858 he accompanied General Albert S. John¬ 
ston’s Mormon expedition, where he engaged in 
a standing feud with his immediate superior. 
Major Philip St. George Cooke, and was court- 
martialed. Acquitted, he spent several months at 



Fort Craig, New Mexico, under Colonel Edward 
R. S. Canby. Sibley resigned his commission 
shortly after the Civil War commenced in May 
1861, apparently on the same day that his promo¬ 
tion to major arrived. 

Now a Confederate colonel, Sibley ventured 
to Richmond, Virginia, to confer with President 
Jefferson Davis. He impressed on Davis the neces¬ 
sity of a Confederate campaign to sweep Union 
influence from the Arizona and New Mexico ter¬ 
ritories and possibly deliver California to the 
Confederacy. Davis, impressed by the scheme, 
promoted Sibley to brigadier general on June 17, 
1861, and the following July, he was installed as 
head of the Department of New Mexico. He then 
hurriedly returned to San Antonio, Texas, to 
recruit soldiers. By January 1863 he had gathered 
2,000 men, enough to outfit three regiments for 
his so-called Sibley Brigade. He then embarked on 
his quixotic quest by departing from El Paso and 
marching westward into New Mexico. Sibley had 
earlier promised Davis that his men could easily 
forage off the countryside, an unrealistic assertion 
considering the barrenness of the region—and 
the major cause for his ultimate defeat. His first 
objective was Fort Craig, where Canby awaited his 
approach with 3,800 soldiers and militia. The 
opposing forces clashed heavily at Valverde on 
February 21, 1862, after which Canby retreated 
within the confines of Fort Craig. Sibley, mean¬ 
while, bypassed that strong point altogether and 
continued advancing up the Rio Grande. This 
move left a strong enemy force positioned astride 
Confederate lines of communications, a major 
strategic mistake. 

Sibley continued advancing deeper into New 
Mexico, taking Albuquerque on March 10, 1862, 
despite the fact that Federal troops conducted a 
scorched earth policy in his path, destroying any¬ 
thing of potential use to the invaders. Facing 
logistical shortages, he next turned his attention 
to Fort Union, a major Union supply depot 
whose seizure would relieve his present difficul¬ 
ties. En route, the Confederates encountered the 
Colorado militia of Major John M. Chivington at 
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Glorieta Pass in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
on March 28, 1862. Sibley defeated part of this 
force, but a column led by Chivington marched 
through Apache Pass, behind the Confederates, 
and captured their supply train. Now lacking 
food and ammunition, Sibley had no recourse 
but to withdraw back to Texas before the 3,000 
man “California Column” of Colonel James H. 
Carleton made its appearance. The Texans then 
were harried by Canby’s soldiers at every turn, 
losing additional men at Peralta on April 15, 
1862. Sibley’s exhausted column finally trudged 
into San Antonio that July, having lost 500 
men—a quarter of its strength. The Confederacy 
never renewed its attempt to seize the Southwest, 
which remained firmly in Union hands until the 
end of the war. 

Sibley was recalled back to Richmond to 
answer charges of intoxication, but he was cleared 
by a court of inquiry. He subsequently headed a 
brigade under General Richard Taylor in western 
Louisiana. Unfortunately, his mishandling of 
troops at the Battle of Bisland on April 12-14, 
1864—attributed to drinking—led to his arrest 
and court-martial. Sibley was again acquitted, but 
his reputation was ruined, and he spent the 
remainder of the war in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department without a command. 

Jn 1869 Sibley found employment with Jsmail 
J, the khedive of Egypt, and he served as his chief 
of artillery. He was dismissed from the service in 
1874 on account of drinking and settled down in 
poverty at Fredericksburg, Virginia. He spent the 
last few months of his life trying to recoup royal¬ 
ties owed him from government purchases of his 
Sibley tent, which a court ruled null and void after 
he entered Confederate service. He died at Freder¬ 
icksburg on August 23,1886, one of the Confeder¬ 
acy’s most ineffectual figures. 
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Sickles, Daniel E. (1825-1914) 

Union general 

Daniel E. Sickles was born in New York City on 
October 20, 1825, the son of a successful lawyer 
and politician. After briefly studying at New York 
University, he passed the bar exam in 1846 and 
became intrigued by politics. As a state legislator. 
Sickles helped arrange the purchase of what 
became Central Park in 1853 and subsequently 
relocated to London, England, as private secretary 
to U.S. minister James Buchanan. Mercurially dis¬ 
posed, he lost that post by refusing to toast Queen 
Victoria during an official Fourth of July celebra¬ 
tion. Sickles nonetheless advanced his political 
fortunes in 1856 by winning a seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives as a Democrat, serving 
two terms. He also gained national notoriety for 
gunning down the son of Francis Scott Key over 
an alleged affair with his wife. During his trial, he 
was defended by Edwin M. Stanton, the future 
secretary of war, and was acquitted on the basis of 
temporary insanity, the first time such a defense 
had been employed. He then forgave his wife for 
infidelity, which ended his political career, and he 
returned to New York. When the Civil War broke 
out in 1861, Sickles sensed a return to the public 
forum and helped raised five regiments for the 
city’s “Excelsior Brigade” with himself as colonel 
of the 17th New York Infantry. President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, eager to solicit high-profile Demo¬ 
crats to the war effort, subsequently elevated him 
to brigadier general on September 3, 1861. 
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Sickles first saw action in the Peninsula cam¬ 
paign of 1862 as part of General loseph Hooker’s 
division, 111 Corps. He performed well at the 
clashes of Fair Oaks and Malvern Hill (May-fune) 
and also fought admirably at Antietam that Sep¬ 
tember. Sickles then advanced to major general as 
of November 29, 1862, assuming command of 
Hooker’s old division. In this capacity, he remained 
in reserve at Fredericksburg on December 13, 
1862, and then succeeded Hooker to the com¬ 
mand of III Corps once Hooker became army 
commander in January 1863. Sickles was present 
at the debacle of Chancellorsville (May 2-3,1863), 
where the III Corps was detached from the Union 
line and was ordered to pursue Confederates 
under General Thomas J. Jackson. This move¬ 
ment actually weakened Hooker’s position just as 
Jackson delivered his famous flank attack, which 
rolled up the Union XI Corps. No blame was 


attached to Sickles for the debacle, and he contin¬ 
ued heading the 111 Corps during General Robert 
E. Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. 

On July 1, 1863, Sickles commanded one of 
three corps constituting the left wing of the Army 
of the Potomac under General George G. Meade. 
He saw little fighting that day, and on July 2 Meade 
ordered him to defend the hills of Round Top and 
Little Round Top on the extreme Union left flank. 
Then, in the most controversial action of his 
career. Sickles pushed his men beyond his assigned 
sector and occupied an exposed salient at the 
Peach Orchard. He felt that this was a better posi¬ 
tion, but no sooner had the III Corps taken its 
positions than Confederates under General James 
Longstreet drove them back in confusion. This 
precipitated a crisis as the center of the Union line 
nearly collapsed until General Winfield S. Han¬ 
cock arrived in person with reinforcements and 
finally halted the hard-charging Southerners. Sick¬ 
les consequently lost nearly half of his command 
and, after being struck by a cannonball, a leg as 
well. Historians have disagreed ever since about the 
impact of Sickles’s indiscretion, with many feeling 
that he should have been court-martialed for dis¬ 
obeying orders. Nevertheless, in 1897 he received a 
Congressional Medal of Honor for his behavior 
and, in a macabre twist, also donated his severed 
limb to the National Museum of Medicine. 

Sickles, his active military service ended, sub¬ 
sequently engaged in an acrimonious dispute with 
Meade about the events of July 2. He appeared 
before the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the 
War and roundly accused Meade of incompe¬ 
tence. His testimony, and the vitriol with which he 
delivered it, damaged the reputations of both men. 
In 1865 President Lincoln dispatched him to 
South America on a diplomatic mission—increas¬ 
ing his distance from Meade—and after the war, 
he also served as governor of the Carolinas during 
Reconstruction. Sickles, now a Radical Republi¬ 
can, worked so enthusiastically for the civil rights 
of African Americans that President Andrew John¬ 
son removed him. Still, in July 1866 he advanced 
to colonel of the 42nd U.S. Infantry, and the fol- 
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lowing year, he received brevet promotion to 
brigadier general for services at Gettysburg. Sickles 
retired from the service in April 1869 with a rank 
of major general. That year, President Ulysses S. 
Grant appointed him minister to Spain where he 
bungled his handling of American support for 
Cuban rebels and resigned. He then traveled 
through Europe for several years before being 
reelected to Congress as a Democrat in 1892. The 
combative and controversial Sickles died in New 
York on May 3, 1914, a talented political general 
but far from the best. 
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Sigel, Franz (1824-1902) 

Union general 

Franz Sigel was born in Sinsheim, Grand Duchy 
of Baden, Germany, on November 18, 1824, the 
son of a magistrate. He passed through the mili¬ 
tary college at Karlsruhe in 1843 and served in 
the ducal army as a lieutenant but was caught up 
in swell of radical liberalism. He dueled with a 
fellow officer over politics in 1847 and was forced 
to resign his commission. During the Revolution 
of 1848, Sigel served as a revolutionary com¬ 
mander and was defeated twice by Prussian 
troops before escaping to Switzerland. The fol¬ 
lowing year, he returned to Baden after a liberal 
regime had been installed, and he served as the 
minister of war before the Prussians returned 


and drove him out in 1849. Sigel fled again to 
Switzerland, was deported to England, and in 
May 1852, he arrived in New York City. He 
worked there as a schoolteacher while also serv¬ 
ing in the local militia, rising to major. In 1857 he 
relocated to St. Louis, Missouri, home to a large 
German-speaking population, and he soon served 
as a prominent spokesperson for the community. 
When the Civil War erupted in April 1861, Sigel, 
like most German Americans, strongly favored 
the Union, and he offered his services to Presi¬ 
dent Abraham Lincoln. He then helped to raise 
the 3rd Regiment of Missouri Volunteers, in 
which he acted as colonel. In this capacity, Sigel 
assisted Captain Nathaniel Lyon in the capture 
of Camp Jackson on May 10, 1861, and he pur¬ 
sued the rebels to the capital of Jefferson City. 
There, he received his first independent com¬ 
mand, the 2nd Missouri Brigade, and attacked 
superior numbers under General Sterling Price 
at Carthage, Missouri, on July 5, 1861. Sigel was 
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badly repulsed and then reunited with Lyon at 
Springfield in time for an even bigger confronta¬ 
tion with General Ben McCulloch at Wilson’s 
Creek on August 10, 1861. He prevailed on his 
superior to perform an intricate flanking move¬ 
ment that ultimately failed and led to a Union 
defeat. Despite his checkered beginning, Sigel 
was hailed in the press as a hero and a rallying 
figure for German Americans to gather around. 

In the spring of 1862, Sigel was entrusted with 
command of two infantry divisions in the army of 
General Samuel R. Curtis. On March 7-8, 1862, 
he fought competently at the Battle of Pea Ridge/ 
Elkhorn Tavern, Arkansas, helping defeat Confed¬ 
erate forces under General Earl Van Dorn. Presi¬ 
dent Lincoln, always eager to bolster his political 
support among German Americans, readily agreed 
to promoting him to major general on March 22, 
1862. In June 1862 Sigel shipped east to the 
Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, to succeeded Gen¬ 
eral John C. Fremont as commander of J Corps in 
General John Pope’s Army of Virginia. He fought 
marginally well on the Union right wing during 
the disastrous Battle of Second Manassas, August 
29-30, 1862, and the following fall, he transferred 
to the Army of the Potomac under General George 
B. McClellan. By December, he commanded a 
grand division under General Ambrose E. Burn¬ 
side, although, during the defeat at Fredericks¬ 
burg (December 13,1862), he remained in reserve. 
When his grand division was broken up in the 
spring of 1863, Sigel assumed command of the 
largely German-speaking XI Corps. Poor health 
necessitated his removal shortly afterward, and he 
was succeeded by General Oliver O. Howard. By 
June, Sigel had recovered sufficiently to head the 
Pennsylvania Reserves during General Robert E. 
Lee’s invasion of that state, but he still used his 
significant political connections to secure a com¬ 
bat command. 

In February 1864 Sigel gained appointment 
as head of the Department and Army of West 
Virginia in the Shenandoah Valley. He then 
received orders to wrest that productive region 
from the Confederates and launched a invasion 


with 5,100 men. Sigel’s advance was greatly 
delayed by the skillfull tactics of General John D. 
Imboden’s cavalry, which allowed additional 
Southern troops under General John C. Breck¬ 
inridge to gather at New Market, Virginia. On 
May 15, 1864, as Sigel dithered before New Mar¬ 
ket, Breckinridge attacked under the cover of a 
driving rainstorm, assisted by 247 Virginia Mili¬ 
tary Institute cadets, and he heavily defeated the 
Federals. Sigel consequently was stripped of his 
field command and was placed in charge of the 
garrison at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. This 
post he yielded to General Jubal A. Early in July 
1864 and hastily withdrew across the Potomac 
without a fight. Sigel consequently lacked a com¬ 
mand for the remainder of the war and finally 
resigned his commission on May 4, 1865. 

After the war, Sigel worked as an editor of Ger¬ 
man-language publications in Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, and New York. Political connections within 
the Democratic Party resulted in his appointment 
as collector of internal revenue in May 1871, and 
he also won election as city register. Sigel died in 
New York on August 21, 1902, little remembered 
as the highest-ranking Union immigrant soldier of 
the Givil War. Marginally competent at best, he 
performed more useful service as a symbol for 
German Americans to rally around. 
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Stuart, J. E. B. (1833-1864) 

Confederate general 

James Ewell Brown Stuart was born in Patrick 
County, Virginia, on February 6, 1833, the son of 
an attorney. After briefly attending Emory and 
Henry College, he was admitted to the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1850. Stuart proved himself an 
adept student and graduated near the top of his 
class four years later. In 1854 he served as a second 
lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle Regiment before 
transferring to the 1st U.S. Cavalry. In this capac¬ 
ity, he saw extensive service in Kansas and Texas 
against the Cheyenne, and he was badly wounded 
in a skirmish at Solomon’s Fork. He was also 
actively employed in suppressing frontier violence 
during the period of frontier difficulties known as 
“Bleeding Kansas.” In 1855 Stuart married the 
daughter of his commander and fellow Virginian, 
Colonel Philip St. George Cooke. Four years later, 
while on leave in Virginia, Stuart served as an aide 
to Colonel Robert E. Lee during the capture of 
abolitionist John Brown at Harper’s Ferry. He 
returned to the frontier and rose to captain in 
April 1861 just as the Civil War was commencing. 
Stuart remained in the army until Virginia seceded; 
then he resigned his commission and joined the 
Confederacy. 

Stuart rose quickly to become colonel of the 
1st Virginia Cavalry assigned to the army of Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston in the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley. That summer, he expertly screened Johnston’s 
moves to reinforce General Pierre G. T. Beaure¬ 
gard at Bull Run and staged a spectacular cavalry 
charge that aided in the Confederate victory of 
July 21, 1861. Stuart then advanced to brigadier 
general on September 24, 1861, and began to 
mold his enthusiastic command into highly 
trained soldiers. Many of his troops fully incul¬ 
cated his dash and tendency toward flamboyant 
displays on the battlefield. Stuart gained instant 
notoriety during the Peninsula campaign of 1862, 
when he skillfully executed a daring ride around 
the army of General George B. McClellan (June 
12-15). This act gave Lee accurate intelligence 


necessary to commence his Seven Days’ offensive 
when he drove Union forces from the gates of 
Richmond. Ironically, Stuart was pursued 
throughout by Colonel Cooke, his father-in-law, 
who remained loyal to the Union. Consequently, 
he became a major general on July 25, 1862, and 
received command of all 15,000 cavalry in the 
Army of Northern Virginia. Stuart next gained 
additional plaudits for his role in the Second 
Manassas Campaign against the army of General 
John Pope. Riding hard, he captured Pope’s 
headquarters at Gatlett Station on August 22 and 
his supply base at Manassas Junction on August 
27. He effectively supported General Thomas J. 
Jackson throughout the battle itself (August 29- 
30, 1862). His troopers rendered additional valu¬ 
able service throughout Lee’s invasion of 
Maryland that September, performing another 
circuitous ride around McClellan’s army follow¬ 
ing severe combat at South Mountain and Antie- 
tam. In October he led a dashing raid as far north 
as Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and seized more 
than 1,000 valuable horses. On December 13, 
1862, Stuart’s command formed the extreme 
right flank of Lee’s army at Fredericksburg, again 
performing credibly. 

The new year ushered in additional opportu¬ 
nities for Stuart to distinguish himself. In May 
1863 he detected the advance of General Joseph 
Hooker’s army across the Rapidan River, grant¬ 
ing Lee sufficient time to formulate a counterstrike 
at Chancellorsville. Soon after, a mounted brigade 
under General Fitzhugh Lee discovered that the 
flank General Oliver O. Howard’s XI Corps was 
“in the air,” setting the stage for a massive Confed¬ 
erate flank attack. During the battle of May 2, 
Stuart succeeded both Jackson and General 
Ambrose P. Hill to command the II Corps after 
they were wounded, and he conducted affairs 
competently. Lee then orchestrated his second 
invasion of the North and entrusted Stuart to 
screen his advance. On June 9, 1863, however, his 
command was surprised at Brandy Station by 
Union cavalry under General Alfred Pleasonton 
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and nearly defeated in one of the largest cavalry 
actions of the war. Stuart’s fine generalship allowed 
the Southerners finally to prevail, although he sus¬ 
tained heavy losses and was roundly criticized in 
the press—and military circles—for being caught 
unaware. Stung by these remarks, the haughty, 
sensitive Stuart, who relished official sanction, 
determined to redeem his reputation with some 
kind of grand gesture. 

In late June 1863, Stuart received discretionary 
orders from Lee to screen the army’s advance and 
provide intelligence as to the disposition of Union 
forces, but he remained at liberty to raid inland as 
circumstances allowed. Stuart, eager for action, 
chose the latter course and galloped off into Penn¬ 
sylvania, losing contact with Lee’s headquarters for 
several days. Consequently, the Confederates oper¬ 
ated blindly when they encountered Union forces 
under General George G. Meade at Gettysburg on 


July 1, 1863. Stuart did not make his appearance on 
the batdefield until the following evening, and on 
July 3,1863, he unsuccessfully jousted with General 
George A. Custer’s troopers in the Union rear. He 
concluded the campaign by successfully covering 
the Southern withdrawal back to Virginia. Many 
historians have since concluded that Lee’s ultimate 
defeat at Gettysburg revolved around his lack of 
reliable military intelligence. Only Stuart could 
have provided him with such information and, on 
this occasion, he clearly failed in his mission. 

Stuart’s experience at Gettysburg and the harsh 
criticism it engendered induced him to maintain 
closer contact with headquarters at all times. Dur¬ 
ing the initial phases of General Ulysses S. Grant’s 
overland campaign to Richmond, he served bril¬ 
liantly in that capacity, keeping Lee abreast of all 
Union movements. An exasperated Grant then 
unleashed General Philip H. Sheridan and 12,000 
troopers on a raid against the Confederate capital 
to lure his elusive opponent out into the open and 
destroy him. On May 9, 1864, both sides clashed 
indecisively at Todd’s Tavern, but two days later, a 
pitched battle erupted at Yellow Tavern, only six 
miles from Richmond. Stuart’s embattled cavalry¬ 
men held their ground against double their num¬ 
bers until he was mortally wounded and evacuated. 
“I would rather die than be whipped,” he declared 
at the time. Stuart lingered a day in Richmond 
before dying on May 12,1864, and he was replaced 
by General Wade Hampton. His passing was a 
significant blow to the Army of Northern Virginia. 
Brave, vainglorious Stuart personified the taste 
and temperament of “Southern Cavaliers.” 

Further Reading 

Crouch, Richard E. Brandy Station: A Battle Like None 
Other. Westminster, Md.: Willow Bend Books, 2002. 
McKinney, Joseph W. Brandy Station Virginia, June 9, 
1863: The Largest Cavalry Battle of the Civil War. Jef¬ 
ferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2006. 

Mitchell, Adele. The Letters of Major General Janies E. B. 
Stuart. Fairfax, Va.: Stuart-Mosby Historical Society, 
1990. 







780 Stuart, J. E. B. 


Robinson, Warren C. Jeb Stuart and the Confeder¬ 
ate Defeat at Gettysburg. Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2007. 

Smith, Derek. The Gallant Dead: Union and Confederate 
Generals Killed in the Civil War. Mechanicsburg, Pa.: 
Stackpole Books, 2005. 


Walker, Paul D. The Cavalry Battle That Saved the Union: 
Custer vs Stuart at Gettysburg. Gretna, La.: Pelican 
Publishing, 2002. 

Wittenberg, Eric J., and J. David Petruzzi. Plenty of 
Blame to Go Around: feb Stuart’s Gontroversial Ride 
to Gettysburg. New York: Savas Beatie, 2006. 



T 


Taylor, Richard (1826-1879) 

Confederate general 

Richard Taylor was born near Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, on January 27, 1826, the son of general and 
future president Zachary Taylor. He was well edu¬ 
cated at private schools and graduated from Yale 
University in 1843. Taylor, who exhibited a mania 
for military history, joined his father’s staff during 
the onset of the Mexican War in 1846, and wit¬ 
nessed the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Palma. However, he declined joining the military 
and returned to Jefferson County, Mississippi, to 
manage the famiJy’s plantation. During this period, 
another future president, Jefferson Davis, mar¬ 
ried his sister, while he became one of the state’s 
wealthiest planters. Politically, Taylor opposed 
radical secessionists in the Democratic Party, and 
during the 1860 presidential convention in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, he tried to arrange compromise 
between warring factions. Thereafter, he con¬ 
cluded that secession was inevitable, and during 
the Louisiana secession convention of January 
1861, he voted to leave the Union and join the 
Confederacy. Shortly after, Taylor gained appoint¬ 
ment as colonel of the 9th Louisiana Infantry and 
departed for the East. 

Taylor arrived in Virginia too late to fight at 
Bull Run in July 1861, but the following October, 
President Davis made him a brigadier general. The 
appointment raised eyebrows in military circles as 
Taylor lacked professional military experience, and 


the move was denounced as favoritism. But draw¬ 
ing on years of studying military history, strategy, 
and tactics, Taylor setded quickly into his new role. 
He first saw combat under General Thomas J. 
Jackson during the famous Shenandoah campaign 
of 1862, in which his Louisiana brigade served as 
an elite strike force. In the fighting at Front Royal, 
Winchester, and Port Republic (May-June 1862), 
Taylor’s men invariably stormed strong Federal 
positions and tipped the contest in Jackson’s favor. 
He next joined the Army of Northern Virginia 
under General Robert E. Lee, again performing 
credibly during the Seven Days’ battles. Taylor 
then became the Confederacy’s youngest major 
general on July 28, 1862, but prolonged exposure 
to cold weather triggered bouts of acute arthritis. 
Therefore, at Taylor’s request, Davis appointed 
him head of the District of West Louisiana and sent 
him home. His native state had by then reached its 
lowest ebb, with New Orleans under firm Union 
control and Federal forces pushing ever farther up 
the Mississippi River. But Taylor’s aggressive han¬ 
dling of troops defeated General Benjamin F. But¬ 
ler in a number of small engagements that kept 
him confined him to the city, although he ended 
up dismissing General Henry H. Sibley for drunk¬ 
enness. The impasse continued until the spring of 
1864 when a large combined expedition under 
General Nathaniel C. Banks and Admiral David D. 
Porter began to ascend the Red River in a bid to 
invade East Texas. 
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Taylor, who only commanded 9,000 men, 
entered into a hostile exchange with General 
Edmund Kirby-Smith, commanding the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, over his scanty alloca¬ 
tion of troops and resources. Taylor was then 
ordered to give ground and avoid combat, a strat¬ 
egy he performed only reluctantly. But on April 8, 
1864, as Banks carelessly deployed his men near 
Mansfield, Louisiana, Taylor could not pass on an 
opportunity to attack, and he scattered his larger 
adversary after severe fighting. The next day. 
Banks fell back to stronger positions on Pleasant 
Hill, which Taylor promptly attacked on April 9, 
1864, and was himself repulsed. Nonetheless, 
Union forces continued withdrawing to New 
Orleans as the gunboat armada of Admiral Porter 
nearly became stranded due to falling water levels. 
Taylor wanted to attack and capture the fleet 
intact, but at that exact moment, Kirby-Smith 
ordered the bulk of his forces to Arkansas to con¬ 
tain a Union offensive under General Frederick 
Steele. Taylor reluctantly complied and then 
unleashed a hostile and disrespectful diatribe at 
his commanding officer. He was asked to be 
relieved of command. The request was refused, 
and while events at Red River soured relations 
between the two men, Taylor’s aggressive leader¬ 
ship preserved this productive part of the Confed¬ 
eracy for another year. 

In July 1864 President Davis elevated Taylor to 
lieutenant general, becoming only one of three 
individuals who did not attend West Point to 
achieve such status. As such, he assumed command 
of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and 
East Louisiana. The ensuing year found Taylor 
coping with increasingly larger Union raids in his 
jurisdiction and steadily shrinking manpower 
resources. In January 1865 he assumed control of 
General John B. Hood’s Army of Tennessee, now 
decimated by recent fighting at Nashville. Within 
weeks, most of these troops were marched east to 
reinforce General Joseph E. Johnston in the Caro- 
linas. Taylor used the remnants to stave off Union 
raids, assisted by cavalry under General Nathan B. 
Forrest. Neither men could halt the depredations 


of Generals James H. Wilson’s raiders, and in 
April, Confederate hopes for independence were 
finally dashed. On May 4, 1865, Taylor formally 
surrendered to General Edward R. S. Canby at Cit- 
ronelle, Alabama, being the last Confederate com¬ 
mander east of the Mississippi to do so. 

After the war, Taylor resumed his activities in 
the Democratic Party and vocally opposed Recon¬ 
struction and the rights of African Americans. He 
moved to New York City in 1875 to campaign 
actively for presidential aspirant Samuel J. Tilden. 
Taylor died there on April 12, 1879, a capable 
Confederate leader. 
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Terry, Alfred H. (1827-1890) 

Union general 

Alfred Howe Terry was born in Hartford, Con¬ 
necticut, on November 10, 1827, the son of a 
bookseller. After passing through the local school 
system, he studied law at Yale University but did 
not graduate. Instead, he was admitted to the bar 
and clerked in the New Haven County Court 
(1853-60) while also serving in the local militia. 
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Terry was attracted by military service, and he 
served as colonel of the 2nd Connecticut Militia by 
the time the Civil War erupted in April 1861. His 
unit mustered into service as 90-day volunteers, 
and he fought at Bull Run on the following July 21, 
1861. Once his unit disbanded, Terry gained 
appointment as colonel of the 7th Connecticut 
Infantry, a three-year outfit. In this capacity, he 
accompanied General Thomas W. Sherman on the 
expedition against Port Royal, South Carolina, on 
November 7, 1861, and he subsequently distin¬ 
guished himself in the capture of Fort Pulaski, 
Georgia, on April 11, 1862. He consequently 
received promotion to brigadier general of volun¬ 
teers and served as garrison commander. Terry’s 
next assignment was at the siege of Charleston, 
South Carolina, where he was involved in actions 
against Morris Island, Fort Sumter, and Fort Wag¬ 
ner. In December 1863 Terry transferred to the 
Army of the James under General Benjamin F. 
Butler, commanding a division. He fought well 
in many actions around Petersburg and in the 
vicinity of the peninsula of Bermuda Hundred. On 
May 16, 1864, his men successfully covered the 
retreat of Union forces from Drewry’s Bluff, which 
signaled the end of Butler’s offensive operations. 

Terry’s exceptional performance led to his pro¬ 
motion to major general in August 1864, along 
with command of the X Corps, Army of the James. 
In this capacity, he accompanied Butler’s Ul-fated 
expedition against Fort Fisher, Wilmington, North 
Carolina, on December 25, 1864. General Ulysses 
S. Grant then allowed him to sail with Admiral 
David D. Porter on a renewed attempt against the 
fort in January 1865. Once ashore, he constructed 
defenses against possible Confederate reinforce¬ 
ments under General Robert F. Hoke and stood by 
him while Porter’s entire fleet intensely bombarded 
Fort Fisher for three days. On January 15, 1865, 
assisted by a naval brigade, Terry successfully 
stormed and captured Fort Fisher after a hard- 
fought battle that resulted in 2,000 prisoners and 
165 cannon captured. Success also resulted in the 
thanks of Congress and promotion to brigadier 
general in the regular army. The latter was quite 


distinctive because Terry had never previously 
served in the military establishment. 

After Fort Fisher fell, Terry’s command was 
placed under the auspices of General John M. 
Schofield, and he continued with mop-up oper¬ 
ations before finally linking up with General Wil¬ 
liam T. Sherman’s army at Goldsborough. Once 
the war ended, Terry rose to major general before 
mustering out of the volunteers and into the regu¬ 
lar service. Throughout most of 1865, he per¬ 
formed Reconstruction work in the Department 
of Virginia, winning praise for his even-handed 
approach to delicate matters. However, he experi¬ 
enced a major career shift in 1866 when he was 
transferred to the Department of Dakota. Thereaf¬ 
ter, he became indelibly associated with events 
along the western frontier for the next 22 years, 
save for 1869-72, when he served as head of the 
Department of the South in Georgia. 

In the West, Terry became inextricably caught 
up in the tide of white encroachment on Native- 
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American lands and the inevitable strife that fol¬ 
lowed. When Chiefs Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull 
refused to return to their reservations, General 
Philip H. Sheridan ordered him to conduct a 
three-pronged offensive against the tribes of the 
Black Hills region. Assisted by Generals John Gib¬ 
bon and George Crook, Terry’s column, which 
constituted the main strike force, reached the Big 
Horn, River and dispatched Colonel George A. 
Custer on a reconnaissance mission. On June 25, 
1876, Custer’s detachment was wiped out at Little 
Big Horn, and Terry’s force arrived the next day to 
bury the dead. Through the ensuing political fire¬ 
storm, he declined to become embroiled and 
remained silent as to Custer’s culpability for the 
disaster. Subsequent campaigning throughout the 
winter gradually drove the exhausted tribes back 
onto reservations, and in 1877 Terry visited Can¬ 
ada and parleyed with Sitting Bull for his return. 
The following year, he remained east long enough 
to sit on the board that reversed General Fitz John 
Porter’s dismissal of 1863. 

Terry remained with the Department of 
Dakota until March 1886, when he rose to major 
general and succeeded General Winfield S. Han¬ 
cock as head of the Division of the Missouri, 
headquartered in Chicago. Declining health 
necessitated his resignation in April 1888 after a 
long and successful tenure on the frontier, distin¬ 
guished by his fair treatment of Native Ameri¬ 
cans. Terry died in New Haven on December 16, 
1890, one of few volunteer officers to achieve 
both distinction and high grade in the regular 
service. 
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Thomas, George H. (1816-1870) 

Union general 

George Henry Thomas was born in Southampton 
County, Virginia, on July 31, 1816, the son of 
farmers. He originally wished to study botany, but 
the death of his parents prevented him from 
attending college, and in 1836 he attended the U.S. 
Military Academy. Four years later, he became a 
second lieutenant with the 3rd U.S. Artillery and 
fought for two years in Florida’s Second Seminole 
War before fulfilling routine garrison duty 
throughout the South. When the Mexican War 
broke out in 1846, he formed part of the Army of 
Occupation in Texas under General Zachary Tay¬ 
lor and served in the artillery company com¬ 
manded by Captain Braxton Bragg. Thomas 
fought well at Monterrey that year and at Buena 
Vista in 1847, winning two brevets to major. He 
then returned to West Point as a tactics instructor, 
rising there to captain by 1853. Two years later, he 
transferred as major to the newly raised 2nd U.S. 
Cavalry under Colonel Albert S. Johnston. This 
distinguished unit possessed so many Southern 
officers that it was touted as “Jeff Davis’s Own” 
and included such future Civil War luminaries as 
Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee, Edmund 
Kirby-Smith, Fitzhugh Lee, and John B. Hood. 
Thomas performed quietly but capably, and in 
1860 he was furloughed after receiving back inju¬ 
ries that left him with a trademark, lumbering 
stride. When the Civil War began in April 1861, he 
was disowned by his family for remaining with the 
Union. His courageous decision won little applause 
in Washington, D.C., however, where leaders 
viewed his Southern roots with suspicion. In con- 
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trast, soldiers who knew Thomas gave him the 
affectionate nickname “Old Pap” for his mild 
manners and the kindly treatment he afforded 
them. 

Thomas assumed command of the 2nd U.S. 
Cavalry’s remnants at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and he advanced to brigadier general in 
August 1861 after useful service in the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley. He then transferred to the Army of 
the Ohio under General Don C. Buell, and he 
commanded a division. On January 19, 1862, 
Thomas won the first significant Union victory in 
the West by defeating General George B. Grit- 
TENDEN at Mill Springs, Kentucky, although he 
failed to received a promotion. Thomas then 
accompanied Buell down the Tennessee River, 
arriving too late to fight at the bloody Battle of 
Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862). General Henry W. Hal- 
LECK next appointed him to command the left 
wing of his army during the advance on Gorinth, 
Mississippi, as a major general of volunteers. 
Thomas returned to the Army of the Ohio that 
June and, six months later, fought conspicuously 
in Buell’s victory over General Bragg at Perryville 
on October 8, 1862. Previously, he had refused an 
offer to command the Army of the Ohio in defer¬ 
ence to Buell, whom he considered more experi¬ 
enced. However, once Buell was dismissed for 
failing to pursue Bragg energetically, Thomas was 
also passed over in favor of General William S. 
Rosecrans. Thomas angrily protested the unwar¬ 
ranted snub and then continued serving as com¬ 
mander of the XIV Corps in the newly renamed 
Army of the Cumberland. 

Thomas next fought well at the sanguine 
encounter at Murfreesboro (December 31, 1862- 
January 3, 1863), convincing Rosecrans not to 
retreat and greatly assisting in the victory. He 
continued on through the Tullahoma campaign 
during the summer of 1863, whereby Chatta¬ 
nooga was acquired by the North. But Thomas’s 
greatest contribution occurred at the bloody 
Battle of Chickamauga (September 19-20, 1863), 
where Rosecrans inadvertently created a gap in 
his own line, and the veteran corps of General 
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James Longstreet poured through, shattering 
his army. Thomas, commanding the right wing, 
methodically shored up his XIV Corps on Horse¬ 
shoe Ridge and beat back every Confederate 
attempt to dislodge him. His magnificent, set- 
piece defense discouraged Bragg from pursuing, 
saved the Union army, and gained for him the 
popular sobriquet “Rock of Chickamauga.” For 
his efforts, he received promotion to brigadier 
general in the regular army—but no command. 
It was not until the following October that Gen¬ 
eral Ulysses S. Grant appointed Thomas head of 
the Army of the Cumberland, then besieged in 
Chattanooga. On November 25, 1863, he helped 
rout Bragg’s Confederates through a splendid— 
and unauthorized—charge up Missionary Ridge. 
But despite this latest bravura performance, 
Thomas still was denied a command position and 
ended up a subordinate under General William 
T. Sherman, an officer with less seniority. 
Thomas, as usual, took the snub in stride and 
carried on. 
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Through the spring and summer of 1864, 
Thomas accompanied Sherman on his march to 
Atlanta, Georgia, as his second in command and 
sparred constantly with Confederate defenders 
under General Joseph E. Johnston. When John¬ 
ston was replaced by the more aggressive general 
Hood, Thomas effectively parried a serious Con¬ 
federate counterattack at Peach Tree Creek on July 
20, 1864. Sherman then dispatched him in pursuit 
of Hood once the latter marched into Tennessee. 
Thomas, tasked with cobbling together a new army 
as troops arrived in driblets, ordered General John 
M. Schofield to slow Hood’s advance until his 
force was assembled and ready. The Confederates 
arrived outside Nashville in November and dared 
Thomas to attack them while officials in Washing¬ 
ton also pressured him to advance. Thomas, how¬ 
ever, remained methodical and imperturbably 
calm as ever despite repeated warnings from Grant 
that he would be replaced for failing to attack. 
Grant, in fact, issued orders to have General John A 
Logan succeed him when Thomas finally struck on 
December 15-16, 1864. The ensuing Battle of 
Nashville proved disastrous for the Confederacy, 
and Hood’s army was nearly annihilated. He con¬ 
sequently received both the thanks of Congress and 
promotion to major general, along with command 
of the Departments of the Tennessee and the Cum¬ 
berland. Lingering doubts as to Thomas’s loyalty 
had finally been laid to rest. 

Thomas remained in the peacetime establish¬ 
ment, and in 1868 he requested and received 
command of the Department of the Pacific, head¬ 


quartered at San Francisco, California. He then 
quietly and unobtrusively administered his charge 
until his death there on March 28, 1870. Low-key 
by nature, Thomas was less known nationally than 
many of his more flamboyant contemporaries, but 
he accrued a combat record second to none. Sher¬ 
man, with great justification, eulogized him as 
“slow but true as steel.” 
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Van Dorn, Earl (1820-1863) 

Confederate general 

Earl Van Dorn was born in Port Gibson, Missis¬ 
sippi, on September 17, 1820, the son of a local 
magistrate. He gained appointment to the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1838 and graduated near the 
bottom of his class four years later. In 1842 Van 
Dorn became a second lieutenant in the 7th U.S. 
Infantry and fought briefly against the Seminoles 
in Florida before joining General Zachary Taylor’s 
army in Texas. In 1847 he transferred to General 
Winfield Scott’s army and won two brevet pro¬ 
motions for gallantry at the battles of Cerro Gordo 
and Churubusco. In 1855 Van Dorn advanced to 
captain in the 2nd U.S. Cavalry for service along 
the Texas frontier. He distinguished himself in 
many pitched battles with hostile Comanche, 
being seriously wounded. Van Dorn was pro¬ 
moted to major in 1860, but on January 3, 1861, 
he resigned his commission and returned to Mis¬ 
sissippi. There, he succeeded his friend Jefferson 
Davis as major general of state forces, and the fol¬ 
lowing March, he was installed as colonel in the 
Confederate service. In this capacity, he performed 
useful service in Texas by accepting the surrender 
of Union forces under General David E. Twiggs. 
President Davis next arranged Van Dorn’s promo¬ 
tion to brigadier general on June 5, 1861, and 
major general the following September 19. He also 
received command of the Confederate Trans-Mis¬ 
sissippi Department as of January 1862, a sprawl¬ 


ing jurisdiction encompassing Texas, Arkansas, 
and Missouri. For many months. Van Dorn’s 
principal task was to sort out confusion in Con¬ 
federate ranks, most notably bickering between 
Generals Sterling Price and Ben McCulloch. 

Van Dorn was a brave and capable soldier, 
but he proved somewhat lacking in administra¬ 
tive ability. Once ordered to clear Union forces 
out of northern Arkansas, he assembled a scratch 
force of 16,000 men and attacked a smaller force 
of Federals under General Samuel R. Curtis at 
Pea Ridge (March 6-7, 1862). His Confederate 
Army of the West, assisted by Confederate Cher¬ 
okee under Colonel Stand Watie, was poorly 
handled after an exhausting march and was badly 
defeated. Van Dorn then surrendered command 
of the Trans-Mississippi Department to General 
Theophilus H. Holmes while he was sent across 
the Mississippi to join General Braxton Bragg in 
Tennessee. At length, Bragg felt it best to leave 
the mercurial Van Dorn behind in Mississippi to 
guard his communications. Van Dorn, however, 
took to the offensive by attacking General Wil¬ 
liam S. Rosecrans at Corinth on October 3-4, 
1862. The Federals, strongly entrenched, handily 
beat off several determined Confederate attacks, 
inflicting heavy losses. Van Dorn then retreated 
in confusion, and his men were roughly handled 
in another encounter along the Hatchie River 
two days later. The losses incurred resulted in a 
court of inquiry that exonerated Van Dorn from 
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charges of drunkenness, but he never again held a 
significant field command. 

Despite his tactical ineptitude with large bod¬ 
ies of men, Van Dorn still enjoyed the confidence 
of President Davis, who then assigned him com¬ 
mand of the strategic citadel at Vicksburg, Missis¬ 
sippi. He enjoyed some success when he repulsed 
an attempt by Admiral David G. Farragut to 
bombard the city with gunboats, but in Novem¬ 
ber he was succeeded by General John C. Pember¬ 
ton and reassigned to a cavalry command. For 
the first time in the war. Van Dorn was back in his 
element, and he demonstrated flashes of bril¬ 
liance. On December 20, 1863, he artfully orches¬ 
trated a surprise attack on the huge Union supply 
dump at Holly Springs, burning it to the ground. 
The loss proved so catastrophic to General Ulysses 
S. Grant that he rescheduled his impending cam¬ 
paign against Vicksburg by several months. In 
March 1863, Van Dorn staged another successful 
action at Thompson’s Station in concert with 
General Nathan B. Forrest, culminating in the 
capture of 1,000 Federals. This victory seemed to 
catapult Van Dorn to the front rank of Confeder¬ 
ate cavalry commanders. However, his career 
reached its tragic end at Spring Hill, Tennessee, 
on May 7, 1863, when he was shot and killed by 


Dr. George B. Peters, allegedly for having an affair 
with his wife. This latest indiscretion deprived the 
Confederacy of a useful leader at a critical junc¬ 
ture of the Vicksburg campaign; at the time of his 
death. Van Dorn was also the ranking Confeder¬ 
ate major general. 
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Wallace, Lew (1827-1905) 

Union general 

Lewis Wallace was born in Brookville, Indiana, on 
April 10, 1827, the son of an attorney. As a youth, 
he obtained rudimentary education, but he was 
essentially self-taught. Wallace prepared himself 
for a legal career but interrupted his studies in 
1846 to raise a company of infantry for service in 
the Mexican War as its lieutenant. He saw no 
combat and was so angered by General Zachary 
Taylor’s disparaging remarks about Indiana troops 
that he quit the Whig Party and became a Demo¬ 
crat. Wallace subsequently was admitted to the bar 
in 1849 while also maintaining close ties to the 
militia. He also set down political roots in 1856 by 
successfully standing for a seat in the state senate, 
and in April 1861 the governor appointed him 
adjutant general of state forces. Wallace then used 
his skill at raising troops and his political connec¬ 
tions to become colonel of the 11th Indiana Infan¬ 
try, a colorful Zouave unit. Unlike many political 
appointees, he proved himself a capable soldier 
who fought well and distinguished himself in 
minor actions at Romney and Harper’s Ferry, Vir¬ 
ginia. He rose to brigadier general in consequence 
on September 3,1861, and he reported back to the 
Department of the Ohio to lead a division. In this 
capacity, Wallace handled his men capably during 
General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign against Forts 
Henry and Donelson in February 1862. That 
month, he became the first Indiana native pro¬ 


moted to the rank of major general of volunteers, 
and he accompanied Grant down the Tennessee 
River to Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. There, on 
April 6-7, Confederates under General Albert S. 
Johnston surprised Grant’s men in camp during 
the Battle of Shiloh while Wallace’s division was 
encamped six miles downstream. Grant immedi¬ 
ately ordered him to reinforce General William T. 
Sherman’s division, but Wallace, saddled by inac¬ 
curate maps, took the wrong road and was forced 
to backtrack. He did not reach the Union camp 
until midnight, having failed to contribute to the 
day’s fighting. On the following morning, his fresh 
troops spearheaded a counterattack that drove 
Confederates from the field, although Grant char¬ 
acterized his overall performance as lethargic. 

Wallace had previously criticized General 
Henry W. Halleck, who now replaced Grant as 
theater commander, and consequently Halleck 
removed him from command. He next reported 
for duty at Cincinnati, Ohio, and on September 2, 
1862, he organized the city’s defenses against a 
possible raid from Kentucky under General 
Edmund Kirby-Smith. Among the troops Wal¬ 
lace recruited was a brigade of African Americans, 
among the first such formations in the West. The 
following month, he chaired a military commis¬ 
sion investigating the activities of General Don C. 
Buell, which led to his ultimate dismissal. Wal¬ 
lace then assumed command of the Middle 
Department at Baltimore, Maryland, as head of 
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the small VIII Corps. He discharged his duties 
capably and with little fanfare until midsummer 
1864 when 11,000 Confederates under General 
Jubal A. Early marched up the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley toward Washington, D.C. Though outnum¬ 
bered two to one, Wallace assembled a scratch 
force of 6,000 men and confronted the invaders at 
Monocacy on July 9, 1864. The Federals were 
swept aside after a stiff fight, and Wallace with¬ 
drew back to Baltimore, but the delays incurred 
allowed General Horatio G. Wright to strengthen 
the capital’s defenses, and a Confederate assault 
was thwarted. In May 1865, Wallace served on the 
court that tried conspirators charged with the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. The 
following August, he also sat on a tribunal that 
condemned Captain Henry Wirz, commander of 
notorious Andersonville Prison, to hang. 

After mustering out, Wallace enjoyed a highly 
varied, wide-ranging career. He first ventured to 
Mexico to support Republican forces trying to 
oust the French-backed emperor Maximilian. 
Unsuccessful, Wallace then returned to Indiana 
to resume political activities, and in 1878 his 
influence helped deliver the state to President 
Rutherford B. Hayes. He was then appointed 
governor of the New Mexico Territory as a sine¬ 
cure, and he expended considerable energy end¬ 
ing a hostile range war with the likes of Billy the 
Kid. In 1880 Wallace gained lasting renown by 
writing the novel Ben Hur, one of the most popu¬ 
lar books ever published in American literature. 
President James A. Garfield then appointed him 
minister to Turkey, where he served from 1881 to 
1885. Wallace then returned to Crawford, Indi¬ 
ana, to continue writing, and he died there on 
February 15, 1905. Despite his mixed military 
record, he was among the most colorful of politi¬ 
cal generals. 
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Watie, Stand (1806-1871) 

Confederate general 

Degataga (Stand Firm) was born to the Deer Clan 
of the Cherokee at Oothcaloga, Georgia, on 
December 12, 1806, a son of farmers. Educated at 
mission schools and converted to the Moravian 
Church, he gradually Anglicized his name to Stand 
Watie. He also claimed one-quarter Scottish ances¬ 
try through his mother, and he became closely 
associated with the light-skinned tribal elite. In 
time, both he and his brother Elias Boudinot, edi¬ 
tor of the tribal newspaper Cherokee Phoenix, 
aligned themselves with factions who were willing 
to sell their land to the U.S. government and 
peacefully relocate to the Indian Territory (Okla¬ 
homa) reserved for them. This placed him at odds 
with Chief John Ross and the bulk of the Chero¬ 
kee, who resisted deportation from Georgia. Watie 
was nonetheless one of a handful of chiefs who 
willingly signed the Treaty of New Echota in 
December 1835, mandating their removal. He 
arrived at his new home without incident, but 
many Cherokee, forced to endure the so-caUed 
Trail of Tears under General Winfield Scott, 
resented his cooperation with whites. Thereafter, 
the tribe was strongly split into two feuding fac¬ 
tions under Ross and Watie, with the latter losing 
a brother, a cousin, and an uncle to assassination. 
Peace was not restored to the tribe until 1846. 

After resettling, Watie established himself as a 
wealthy, slave-owning planter and was therefore 
naturally sympathetic to the newly established 
Confederate State of America. In August 1861 he 
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prevailed on Chief Ross to embrace the Southern 
cause, and he received command of the 1st Chero¬ 
kee Mounted Rifle Regiment as its colonel. When 
Ross subsequently reneged on his commitments 
and fled to Union-controlled territory, a civil war 
broke out among the Cherokee in which Watie 
ultimately prevailed. Thereafter, he mustered all 
available warriors and joined Confederates armies 
in the field. Watie fought with General Earl Van 
Dorn at Pea Ridge (March 7-8, 1862), and, there, 
he captured a Union battery and covered the Con¬ 
federate withdrawal. He was also conspicuously 
engaged in the Southern defeat at Honey Springs 
on July 17, 1863, in which Confederate Native 
Americans were pitted against Union African 
Americans. That year, shifting tides of fortune 
finally convinced the majority of Cherokee to 
renounce their alliance with the Confederacy, but 
Watie remained loyal and advanced to brigadier 
general as of May 1864. He was also elected the 
principal tribal war chief and commanded an 
entire brigade of two mounted regiments and 
three battalions of Cherokee, Osage, and Seminole 
infantry. With them, he attacked and captured the 
Federal steamer /. R. Williams in June 1864, along 
with $41.2 million in supplies. The following Sep¬ 
tember 19, 1864, Watie also seized 200 supply 
wagons and 1,200 mules at Cabin Crossing. Once 
hostilities concluded, Watie surrendered to Union 
officials on June 23, 1865, the last Confederate 
commander to do so. 

After the war, Watie resumed his highly visi¬ 
ble profile in tribal politics and worked at recon¬ 
ciling the various factions. He made his greatest 
contribution in helping to negotiate the Chero¬ 
kee Reconstruction Treaty of 1866, whereby all 
slaves in tribal possession were manumitted. He 
thereafter became a fairly prosperous tobacco 
grower, minus his slaves. Watie died at Honey 
Creek, Indian Territory, on September 9, 1871, 
the only Native American to obtain general’s 
rank during the Civil War. His activities tied 
down the services of thousands of Federal troops, 
marking him as one of the conflict’s most skilled 
leaders of irregulars. 
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Wheeler, Joseph (1836-1906) 

Confederate general 

Joseph Wheeler was born in Augusta, Georgia, on 
September 10, 1836, the son of a banker. After 
attending private academies in Connecticut, he 
matriculated through the U.S. Military Academy 
in 1854 and graduated four years later near the 
bottom of his class. Wheeler then served as a sec¬ 
ond lieutenant in the Regiment of Mounted Rifle¬ 
men in New Mexico, where his willingness to 
skirmish with hostile Apaches led to the nickname 
“Fighting Joe.” However, once Georgia seceded 
from the Union in February 1861, he likewise 
resigned his commission and joined the Confed¬ 
erate army. Wheeler first served as an artillery 
lieutenant at Pensacola, Florida, under General 
Braxton Bragg. He favorably impressed his supe¬ 
riors and consequently became colonel of the 
19th Alabama Infantry in September 1861. In this 
capacity, Wheeler fought well at the Battle of Shi¬ 
loh (April 6-7, 1862), garnering praise for his 
conduct of the Confederate rear guard. Bragg, 
now head of the Army of Mississippi, then 
appointed Wheeler to command all his cavalry. 
This proved a fortuitous appointment, for he 
became one of the hardest riding, most astute 
mounted leaders on either side. In August 1862 
Wheeler’s men spearheaded Bragg’s drive into 
Kentucky, where, on October 8, 1862, he distin¬ 
guished himself at the Battle of PerryviUe and 
then expertly covered the Confederate retreat. His 
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good performance led to a promotion to briga¬ 
dier general on October 30, 1862, and throughout 
the following December, he competently delayed 
the advance of Union forces under General Wil¬ 
liam S. Rosecrans. Wheeler then fought well at 
the hloody encounter of Murfreesboro (Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1862-January 3, 1863), again covered 
Bragg’s retreat, and served as cavalry commander 
in his newly organized Army of Tennessee. He 
also became the South’s youngest major general 
as of January 20, 1863, at the age of 26. 

Wheeler next accompanied Bragg throughout 
the Tullahoma campaign against Rosecrans before 
fighting again at Chickamauga on September 19- 
20, 1863. Once Union forces were besieged at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, he conducted one of the 
war’s most destructive cavalry raids hy crossing 
the Tennessee River, brushing aside General 
George Crook’s command on the other bank, 
and then galloping through the Sequatchie Valley 


of eastern Tennessee virtually unopposed. During 
the course of several days, his men inflicted nearly 
2,000 casualties, burned 1,000 supply wagons, 
and destroyed $3 million of property at a cost of 
only 212 men. This master stroke nearly destroyed 
Rosecrans’s ability to feed his army at Chatta¬ 
nooga and greatly increased its hardships. Wheeler 
then accompanied General James Longstreet on 
his aborted siege of Knoxville and, after the crush¬ 
ing Confederate defeat at Missionary Ridge on 
November 25, 1863, again covered Bragg’s retreat 
into Georgia. Wheeler then acted in concert with 
General Patrick R. Cleburne at Ringgold Gap, 
Georgia, successfully defending it for several 
hours against superior numbers under General 
Joseph Hooker. 

In the spring of 1864, Wheeler found himself 
attached to the Army of Tennessee under Gen¬ 
eral Joseph E. Johnston. For several weeks, he 
campaigned hard against the advancing columns 
of General William T. Sherman as they marched 
toward Atlanta, Georgia. On July 30, 1864, he 
captured General George Stoneman’s cavalry 
column, along with 700 prisoners, which inca¬ 
pacitated Sherman’s mounted arm for several 
weeks. A new commander. General John B. 
Hood, then dispatched Wheeler on another long 
and fruitless raid against Union communica¬ 
tions in Tennessee. He then reunited with John¬ 
ston in the Carolinas, offering the onJy organized 
Confederate resistance to Union troopers under 
GeneraJ Hugh J. Kilpatrick. Wheeler gained 
promotion to lieutenant general in February 
1865, but concern over indiscipline in his com¬ 
mand resulted in subordination under General 
Wade Hampton. Wheeler was again closely 
engaged at the Battle of Bentonville, North Car¬ 
olina, on March 19-21, 1865, before fleeing back 
to Georgia. He finally was captured there on 
May 1865 while assisting the flight of President 
Jefferson Davis. In the course of his Civil War 
career, Wheeler fought in 200 engagements, lost 
16 horses shot from beneath him, was wounded 
three times, and witnessed 36 staff officers shot 
down at his side. 
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Wheeler was imprisoned briefly in Delaware 
during the postwar period, but he relocated to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, where he flourished as a 
merchant and lawyer. In 1881 he gained election 
to the U.S. House of Representatives, returning 
there eight consecutive times and serving as chair¬ 
man of the influential Ways and Means Commit¬ 
tee. In this capacity, Wheeler became an important 
symbol of national reconciliation between North 
and South. For this reason. President William 
McKinley appointed him a major general of vol¬ 
unteers during the Spanish-American War of 
1898. Wheeler again acquitted himself well as a 
cavalry commander, whose units included Colo¬ 
nel Theodore Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders.” After 
the war, he briefly led a convalescent camp at 
Montauk Point, New York, before leading a bri¬ 
gade in the Philippines. In 1900 Wheeler rose to 
brigadier general in the regular army as head of 
the Department of the Lakes. He retired the fol¬ 
lowing year to live in Brooklyn, dying there on 
January 25, 1906. Wheeler, along with J. E. B. 
Stuart, Joseph O. Shelby, and Nathan B. For¬ 
rest, was among the most talented cavalry leaders 
of the Civil War. He is one of only a handful of 
Southern leaders to hold general’s rank in both 
armies or to be interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 
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Wilkes, Charles (1798-1877) 

Union naval officer 

Charles Wilkes was born in New York City on 
April 3, 1798, the son of a banker. Early on, he 
developed a love of the sea, and after failing to 
receive a midshipman’s commission in 1815, Wil¬ 
kes joined the merchant marine to acquire nauti¬ 
cal experience. Three years later, he was allowed 
to join the service as a midshipman and during 
the next 20 years fulfilled a series of routine 
assignments both afloat and ashore. Wilkes rose 
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to lieutenant by 1826, and in 1838 the govern¬ 
ment appointed him to command an ambitious 
exploring expedition that several senior naval 
leaders declined to accept. The fact that Wilkes 
had acquired the reputation as a querulous, dis¬ 
agreeable officer rankled contemporaries far less 
than the fact that he enjoyed less seniority than 
many officers now serving under him. Neverthe¬ 
less, Wilkes departed Hampton Roads, Virginia, 
with a flotilla of six vessels and a bevy of scientists. 
During the next four years, he ably conducted the 
U.S. exploring expedition to the farthest reaches 
of the Pacific, which included the discovery of a 
new landmass, Antarctica (originally christened 
Wilkes Land), in December 1839. All told, it was a 
remarkable episode of discovery covering 80,000 
miles, visiting 180 islands, and resulting in the 
creation of 180 nautical charts that were so accu¬ 
rate that many were still employed during World 
War 11. Moreover, the plants and animals he 
brought back formed the core collection of what 
became the Smithsonian Institution. But no 
sooner had Wilkes docked at New York in June 
1842 than he was brought up on charges of abuse 
leveled by many officers and crew members. A 
court-martial found him guilty of meting out 
unauthorized punishment, which only enhanced 
his reputation as a stiff-necked martinet. Worse, 
enemies in Congress obstructed the funding to 
publish his 20-volume record of the expedition. 
Wilkes simply accepted an assignment ashore and 
spent 17 years editing and publishing it on his 
own. During this period, he rose to commander 
in 1843 and captain in 1855. 

When the Civil War commenced in April 
1861, Wilkes was assigned to the USS Merrimac 
at Norfolk, but he arrived to find that it had 
already been scuttled by retreating Union forces. 
He then received command of the steamer San 
Jacinto with orders to patrol the west coast of 
Florida for Confederate commerce and possibly 
to intercept the raider CSS Sumter under Com¬ 
mander Raphael Semmes. While in Havana, he 
learned that Confederate diplomats John M. 
Mason and John Slidell were aboard the British 


mail ship Trent off the Bahamas. Rough-hewn 
and hardly beholden to the nuances of diplo¬ 
macy, Wilkes aggressively charted an intercept 
course, and on November 8, 1861, he fired a shot 
across the British vessel’s bow. Mason and Slidell 
then were forcibly removed in an egregious viola¬ 
tion of international neutrality, but Wilkes 
arrived at Boston to a hero’s welcome. The Brit¬ 
ish government, however, vehemently protested 
and threatened war if Mason and Slidell were not 
immediately released. President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln, wishing at all hazards to avoid British mili¬ 
tary intervention on the Confederacy’s behalf, 
ordered both men released on January 1, 1862. 
The incident subsided much to the relief of both 
sides. 

The contentious Wilkes received promotion 
to commodore in July 1862 and successively 
commanded the James River and Potomac River 
squadrons to assist the Peninsula campaign of 
General George B. McClellan. That September, 
he was accorded a rank of acting rear admiral 
along with command of the West Indies Squad¬ 
ron. Wilkes then was tasked with intercepting 
Confederate privateers and blockade-runners, 
which he pursued with vigor. However, he also 
roughly accosted several British vessels in the 
process, and he was recalled in June 1863 amid a 
storm of diplomatic protests. Wilkes then vented 
his anger against Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles, whom he publicly denounced as a buf¬ 
foon, and he was court-martialed a second time 
in March 1864. He then was demoted to captain 
and placed on three years’ suspension, although 
President Lincoln reduced the sentence to a sin¬ 
gle year. His active navy career ended, Wilkes 
retired in 1864 and resumed editing and pub¬ 
lishing his expedition accounts. He advanced to 
rear admiral on the retired list in July 1866 and 
composed his lengthy memoirs in 1871 at the 
age of 73. Wilkes died in Washington, D.C., on 
February 8, 1877, a highly efficient naval officer, 
a thoroughly unlikable individual, and the man 
who almost embroiled the United States in a war 
with Britain. 
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Wilson, James H. (1837-1925) 

Union general 

James Harrison Wilson was born in Shawneetown, 
Illinois, on September 2, 1837, the son of farmers. 
He briefly attended McKendree College before 
enrolling at the U.S. Military Academy in 1855. An 
excellent student, Wilson graduated sixth in his 
class in 1860 and was posted with the elite Corps 
of Engineers. He then spent a year at Fort Vancou¬ 
ver, Washington Territory, before the Civil War 
broke out in April 1861, when Wilson hastened 
back east to fight. He saw his first action as a topo¬ 
graphical engineer on the staff of General Thomas 
W. Sherman at the capture of Port Royal, South 
Carolina, in November 1861 and subsequently 
distinguished himself under General David Hunter 
during the siege of Fort Pulaski, Georgia, in April 
1862. Eager for advancement, Wilson next served 
as a volunteer aide-de-camp to General George B. 
McClellan throughout the Antietam campaign 
of September. Good conduct resulted in promo¬ 
tion to lieutenant colonel of volunteers and trans¬ 
fer to the staff of General Ulysses S. Grant the 
following November 1862. Wilson performed well 
throughout the ensuing Vicksburg campaign and 
served as inspector general of the Army of the 
Tennessee as of July 1863. He rose to brigadier 
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general of volunteers that October and fought 
with distinction at the decisive Union victory of 
Ghattanooga on November 25, 1863. Grant then 
recommended him as chief of the Cavalry Bureau 
within the War Department, which office he 
assumed in January 1864. 

Wilson, possessing no prior experience with 
the mounted arm, nonetheless instituted reforms 
that completely overhauled the cavalry’s equip¬ 
ment and mission. He believed that the days of 
sword-wielding charges had passed and that troop¬ 
ers were infinitely more valuable serving as mobile 
infantry, combining movement with firepower. 
To that end, he issued rapid-fire Spencer rifles to 
all ranks and trained them vigorously in the art of 
skirmishing. In April 1864 Grant reassigned Wil¬ 
son to command the 3rd Gavalry Division as part 
of General Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry corps. 
Army of the Potomac. In his first mounted foray, 
Wilson conducted some minor raids near Rich- 
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mond, losing his wagon train in one instance and 
then tangling heavily with General Wade Hamp¬ 
ton’s Confederate cavalry at Ream’s Station on 
August 25, 1864. He subsequently accompanied 
Sheridan to the Shenandoah Valley and bore a 
prominent role in the crushing of Confederate 
forces under General Jubal A. Early. Wilson, as he 
acquired greater experience in handling mounted 
troops, exhibited signs of operational brilliance, 
and, in the fall of 1864, he was posted as cavalry 
chief in the Military Division of the Mississippi 
under General William T. Sherman. 

Wilson provided useful services during the 
Union advance to Atlanta, Georgia, until General 
John B. Hood’s Confederates marched into Ten¬ 
nessee to attack Union supply lines. After detaching 
the division of General Hugh J. Kilpatrick to 
remain with Sherman, he then accompanied Gen¬ 
erals George H. Thomas and John M. Schofield 
westward. Wilson’s cavalry expertly delayed the 
Confederate approach to Spring HOI and Franklin, 
where they suffered terrible losses on November 29, 
1864, and he subsequently covered Schofield’s 
retreat to Nashville. On December 16 his men were 
actively engaged in the decisive Battle of Nashville, 
which saw Hood’s Army of Tennessee virtually 
destroyed by a vigorous pursuit. Wilson then gained 
promotion to brevet brigadier general of regulars in 
March 1865 along with command of his own cav¬ 
alry corps, 15,000 strong. With it, he launched a 
series of devastating raids across northern Alabama 
and Georgia, heavily defeating General Nathan B. 
Forrest at Selma on April 2,1865. This success was 
followed up by the captures of Montgomery on 
April 12 and Columbus, Georgia, on April 16, along 
with 7,000 prisoners and 300 cannon. Thus, to Wil¬ 
son goes the distinction of fighting and winning the 
Civil War’s last land engagement east of the Missis¬ 
sippi River. His men also gained a final measure of 
distinction on May 10, 1865, by capturing Confed¬ 
erate president Jefferson Davis at Irwinville, Geor¬ 
gia. He ended the war as a major general of 
volunteers at the age of 27. 

Wilson was retained in the postwar service as a 
lieutenant colonel of the 35th U.S. Infantry, and 


he resigned from the service in December 1870 to 
pursue railroad engineering. He returned to the 
colors when the Spanish-American War com¬ 
menced in 1898 as a major general of volunteers, 
seeing service in Cuba and Puerto Rico. In 1900 he 
ventured to China to fight in the Boxer Rebellion 
under General Adna R. Chaffee and commanded a 
punitive expedition against the city of Patachow. 
He then retired with a rank of brigadier general by 
a special act of Congress. Wilson died in Wilming¬ 
ton, Delaware, on February 23,1925, a noted “boy 
general” of the Civil War and one of the longest 
surviving Union generals. 
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Worden, John L (1818-1897) 

Union naval officer 

John Lorimer Worden was born in Westchester 
County, New York, on March 12, 1818, and he 
joined the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in 1834. For 
the next 27 years, he fulfilled a series of routine 
assignments afloat and ashore, rising to lieutenant 
in 1846. He still held that rank when the Civil War 
commenced in April 1861 and immediately 
requested duty at sea. Worden was dispatched 
overland to Fort Pickens, Florida, with a secret 
communique for the Federal squadron offshore. 



Worden, John L. 797 


Confederate authorities apprehended him at 
Montgomery, Alabama, on his return trip, and he 
experienced close confinement for seven months. 
Once exchanged, Worden received command of 
inventor lohn Ericsson’s new and experimental 
ironclad warship, USS Monitor. This unique ves¬ 
sel, frequently derided as a “cheese box on a raft,” 
sat extremely low in the water with a single, 
revolving turret amidships. Its bizarre appearance 
greatly belied the dramatic military revolution it 
embodied. 

On February 25, 1862, Worden sailed his 
charge from Long Island, New York, to Hampton 
Roads, Virginia, delayed by choppy seas and last- 
minute mechanical failures. He arrived on the 
evening of March 7, 1862, to behold the devasta¬ 
tion wrought by the Confederate captain Franklin 
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Buchanan and the ironclad CSS Virginia (nee 
Merrimac), which had sank or had severely dam¬ 
aged the Federal frigates Cumberland and Congress 
that afternoon. The following morning, the Vir¬ 
ginia, now captained by Lieutenant Catesby ap 
Roger Jones, reappeared to finish off the Union 
vessels, and Worden placed his Monitor squarely 
in its path. For the next three hours, the armored 
giants flailed away at each other, inflicting little 
damage. The Virginia also tried to ram its smaller 
opponent, but it was thwarted by the latter’s 
higher speed and shallower draft. Finally, a lucky 
Southern shot shattered Worden’s pilothouse, 
wounding him in the eye. He relinquished com¬ 
mand to Lieutenant Samuel D. Greene, and after a 
few more hours of combat, the Virginia withdrew 
back to Norfolk before low tides stranded it. This 
engagement, though technically a draw, proved a 
strategic victory for the North as it maintained the 
blockade of Norfolk and ensured its eventual cap¬ 
ture. It also sounded the death knell of wooden 
warships. Worden’s wound required several 
months of rehabilitation, but he received the 
thanks of Congress and promotion to commander 
in July 1862 for his fine performance. President 
Abraham Lincoln was so impressed by the 
doughty sailor that he paid him a bedside visit. 

After recovery, Worden assumed command of 
the new Passaic-dass monitor Montauk in January 
1863, and he sailed as part of Admiral Samuel F. 
Du Font’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
A massive naval attack on heavily defended 
Charleston, South Carolina, was then in the plan¬ 
ning stages, and Worden was ordered to attack 
Fort McAllister, Savannah, Georgia, as an experi¬ 
ment, on January 27, 1863. He traded shots with 
the fort for several hours, inflicting little damage 
and sustaining 46 hits. Another attack on February 
1, 1863, yielded similar results, but on February 
28, he managed to destroy the Gonfederate raider 
CSS Nashvillebeneath the fort’s guns. That month, 
he also rose to captain. But despite Du Font’s pre¬ 
dictions of disaster, the Navy Department autho¬ 
rized the assault on Charleston, which transpired 
on the afternoon of April 7, 1863. Worden was 
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actively engaged, receiving a further 14 direct hits, 
and the rest of the fleet was also heavily damaged. 
Shortly after, he was relieved of command and 
recalled to New York to supervise the construction 
of new monitor vessels. This vital service kept him 
out of combat for the remainder of the war. 

In the postwar period, Worden commanded 
the Pensacola as part of the Pacific Squadron until 
May 1868, when he advanced to commodore and 
was appointed superintendent of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, Annapolis. His five year of tenure was 
characterized by his implementation of elevated 
academic standards and rules against hazing, and 
the founding of the U.S. Naval Institute, in which 
he served as first president. Worden rose to rear 
admiral in November 1872 and spent the next 14 
years commanding various squadrons. He retired 
in December 1886 after a special act of Congress 
allowed him to retain full-pay status for life. Wor¬ 
den died in Washington, D.C., on October 18, 


1897, an important leadership figure in the navy’s 

transition from wood to iron. 
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Appendix 


Casualties and Major Land Battles of the Civi 

1 War 

TROOPS AVAILABLE FOR DUTY (JANUARY 1) 


Union 

Confederacy 

1862 

527,204 

209,852 

1863 

698,808 

253,208 

1864 

611,250 

233,586 

1865 

620,924 

154,910 

Total Forces 

1,556,678 

1,082,119 

DEATHS DURING THE CIVIL WAR 


Union 

Confederacy 

Total forces 

1,556,678 

1,082,119 

Deaths from Wounds 

110,070 

94,000 

Deaths from Disease 

249,458 

164,000 

Death Rate 

23 percent 

24 percent 

Wounded 

275,175 

100,000 

DEATHS IN AMERICAN WARS (U.S. MILITARY CASUALTIES) 

Civil War 

618,000 


World War II 

405,000 


World War 1 

112,000 


Vietnam War 

58,000 


Korean War 

36,517 


American Revolution 

25,000 


War of 1 81 2 

20,000 


Mexican War 

13,000 


Spanish-American War 

2,446 


Gulf War 

299 



799 
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Major Land Battles 

The Ten Costliest Land Battles, Measured by Casualties (Killed, Wounded, Captured, and Missing) 


BATTLE 

(STATE) 

DATES 

CONFEDERATE 

COMMANDER 

UNION 

COMMANDER 

CONFEDERATE 

FORCES 

UNION 

FORCES 

VICTOR 

CASUALTIES 

Battle of 
Gettysburg 
(Pennsylvania) 

July 1-3, 
1863 

Robert E. Lee 

George G. Meade 

75,000 

82,289 

Union 

51,112 

U: 23,049 
C: 28,063 

Battle of 

Chickamauga 

(Georgia) 

September 

19-20, 

1863 

Braxton Bragg 

William 

Rosecrans 

66,326 

58,222 

Conf. 

34,624 

U: 16,170 
C: 18,454 

Battle of 

Chancellorsville 

(Virginia) 

May 1 -4, 
1863 

Robert E. Lee 

Joseph Hooker 

60,892 

133,868 

Conf. 

30,099 

U: 17,278 
C: 12,821 

Battle of 
Spotsylvania 
Court House 
(Virginia) 

May 8-19, 
1864 

Robert E. Lee 

Ulysses S. Grant 

50,000 

83,000 

Draw 

27,399 

U: 18,399 
C: 9,000 

Battle of Antietam 
(Maryland) 

September 
17, 1862 

Robert E. Lee 

George B. 
McClellan 

51,844 

75,316 

Draw 

23,134 

U: 12,410 
C: 10,724 

Battle of the 
Wilderness 
(Virginia) 

May 5-7, 
1864 

Robert E. Lee 

Ulysses S. Grant 

61,025 

101,895 

Draw 

25,416 

U: 17,666 
C: 7,750 

Second Battle 
of Manassas 
(Virginia) 

August 

29-30, 

1862 

Robert E. Lee 

John Pope 

48,527 

75,696 

Conf. 

25,251 

U: 16,054 
C: 9,197 

Battle of 

Stones River 
(Tennessee) 

December 
31. 1862 

Braxton Bragg 

William S. 

Rosecrans 

37,739 

41,400 

Union 

24,645 

U: 12,906 
C: 11,739 

Battle of Shiloh 
(Tennessee) 

April 6-7, 
1862 

Albert Sidney 
Johnston, 

P. G.T 
Beauregard 

Ulysses S. Grant 

40,335 

62,682 

Union 

23,741 

U: 13,047 
C: 10,694 

Battle of Fort 
Donelson 
(Tennessee) 

February 

13-16, 

1862 

John B. Floyd, 
Simon B. 

Buckner 

Ulysses S. Grant 

21,000 

27,000 

Union 

19,455 

U: 2,832 

C: 16,623 
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Battle of Chancellorsville, May 1-4, 1863 
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Union Advance on Vicksburg, Winter 1 862-1 863 
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Battle of Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863 
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Western Campaigns and Sherman’s March through Georgia, 
September 18, 1863-December 21,1864 
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Overland Campaign and Union Victory, May 1864-Ap 
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G 

Gaines’s Mill, Battle of 173c-174c, 
604 

Galveston, Texas 249c, 253c 
GeneralOrderNo.il 241c, 251c 
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428 c 

James H. Wilson and 795 

Greeley, Horace 52c, 465c 
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La Grange, Tennessee 274c 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad 
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Alfred Pleasonton and 744 
Resaca, Battle of 439c 
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Oliver O. Howard and 692 
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466c, 467c 
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Nathan G. Evans and 652 
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Seven Pines, Battle of 160c 
William T. Sherman and 771, 
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465c 
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George H. Thomas and 786 
Vicksburg, siege of 295c- 
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GordonsvOle, Virginia 351c 
Griswoldville, Georgia 522c 
Henry Heth and 681 
John D. Imboden and 696 
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Appomattox Court House, 
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Five Forks, Virginia 573c 
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James Longstreet and 717 
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453c-H54c 
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Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
614 

Bethesda Church 446 c 
Boteler’s Ford, Maryland 
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John C. Breckinridge and 
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362c 

Bristoe Station, Battle of 
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Ambrose Burnside and 624 
Cedar Mountain, Battle of 
191c 
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Cold Harbor, Battle of 444c, 
446c, 448c, 449c 
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George A. Custer and 638 
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487c 
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Frederick, Maryland 204c 
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287c 
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Glendale, Battle of 176c 
John B. Gordon and 664, 665 
Ulysses S. Grant and 669 
Henry W. Halleck and 674 
Wade Hampton and 676 
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Ambrose P. Hill and 682 
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Joseph Hooker and 690 
Benjamin Huger and 694 
John D. Imboden and 695 
Thomas J. Jackson and 698, 
699 

Albert S. Johnston and 699 
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Kelly’s Ford, Battle of 369c 
Fitzhugh Lee and 708 
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717 

William L. Loring and 718 
Mansfield Lovell and 720 
John B. Magruder and 730 
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172c 
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733, 734 
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Mine Run campaign 378c- 
380c 
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John C. Pemberton and 739 
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Petersburg, siege of 457c, 
488c 

Petersburg, Virginia 475 c, 
537c, 570c, 574c, 575c 
George E. Pickett and 741, 
742 

Alfred Pleasonton and 744 


John Pope and 748 
Fitz John Porter and 751 
Port Royal Expedition 81c 
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John F. Reynolds and 757 
Richmond, Virginia 296c, 
427c, 455c, 503c, 537c 
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Seven Pines, Battle of 161c- 
162c 

Joseph O. Shelby and 767 
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Philip Sheridan and 769 
Daniel E. Sickles and 775 
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437c, 440c, 441c 
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463 c 
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374c 
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Petersburg, siege of 459c 
John Pope and 747 
David D. Porter and 749 
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bombarded 149c 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1864) 483c, 495c 
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Ambrose Burnside and 625 
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Jubal A. Early and 651 
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Gaines’s Mill, Battle of 173 c 
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322c 
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High Bridge, Virginia 579c 
Ambrose P. Hill and 682 
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161c 
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George H. Thomas and 785 
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Joseph Wheeler and 792 
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Robert E. Lee and 710,711 
Abraham Lincoln and 69c, 
87c, 104c, 156c-157c, 
217c-219c, 222c, 225c, 

226c, 714 

John B. Magruder and 730 


Malvern Hill, Battle of 177c 
Irvin McDowell and 727 
George G. Meade and 731 
MechanicsviUe, Battle of 
172c, 173c 

John S. Mosby and 736 
Oak Grove, Battle of 172c 
Peninsula campaign 130c, 
131c, 138c, 145c, 146c, 
148c, 157c, 178c 
George E. Pickett and 740 
Alfred Pleasonton and 744 
Poolesville, Virginia 222 c 
John Pope and 747 
Fitz John Porter and 751, 
752 

removed as general in chief 
121c 

John F. Reynolds and 757 
Richmond, Virginia 152 c, 
155c 

Rich Mountain 43c, 44c 
John Rodgers and 758 
William S. Rosecrans and 
760 

Winfield Scott and 765 
Seven Pines, Battle of 160c 
Franz Sigel and 777 
South Mountain, Battle of 
207c 

Special War Order No. 1 
103c 

J. E. B. Stuart and 778 
Warrenton, Virginia 225c 
White House, Virginia 151c, 
153c 

Charles Wilkes and 794 
Williamsburg, Virginia 148c 
James H. Wilson and 795 
Yorktown, Battle of 132 c, 
145c 

McCulloch, Ben 14c, 725-726 
Nathaniel Lyon and 721 
Pea Ridge, Battle of 116c, 
118c-119c 

Sterling Porter and 753 
Joseph O. Shelby and 766- 
767 
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Franz Sigel and 777 
Earl Van Dorn and 787 
Wilson’s Creek, Battle of 
54c-56c 

McDowell. Irvin 726-728, 727 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
613,614 

BuU Run, First Battle of 
45c-49c 

Jefferson Davis and 643 
Nathan G. Evans and 651 
John Gibbon and 662 
Oliver O. Howard and 
691-692 

Abraham Lincoln and 714 
James Longstreet and 716 
George B. McGlellan and 
723, 724 

Peninsula Gampaign 157c, 
168c 

Winfield Scott and 765 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1862) 156c, 158c, 159c, 
161c 

William T. Sherman and 770 
McPherson, James B. 728-730, 
729 

Atlanta, Battle of 473c 
Atlanta campaign 431c, 432c, 
470c-473c 

Bald Hill, Battle of 472c 
Gamp Gotton, Mississippi 
380c 

Ghattahoochie River, Georgia 
465 c 

Dallas, Georgia 445c, 446c 
WiUiam J. Hardee and 680 
Joseph Hooker and 691 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
Raymond, Mississippi 295c 
William T. Sherman and 771 
Vicksburg, siege of 281c, 

287c, 295c-297c, 299c, 300c 
Meade, George G. 731,731-733 
Edward P. Alexander and 604 
Bristoe Gampaign 362 c 
Bristoe Station, Battle of 
360c 


John Buford and 623 
Ambrose Burnside and 625 
Abner Doubleday and 645 
Richard S. Ewell and 653 
Eredericksburg, Battle of 
238c 

Gettysburg, Battle of 319c- 
322c 

Ulysses S. Grant and 669 
Henry W. Halleck and 674 
Winfield S. Hancock and 677 
Robert F. Hoke and 686 
Joseph Hooker and 691 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
Jetersville, Virginia 578c 
Kelly’s Ford, Battle of 369c 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Robert E. Lee and 711 
Abraham Lincoln and 714 
James Longstreet and 716- 
717 

Mine Run campaign 378c- 
380c 

Morton’s Ford, Battle of 395 c 
Petersburg, siege of 456c 
Petersburg, Virginia 477 c 
George E. Pickett and 741 
Alfred Pleasonton and 745 
Poplar Springs Ghurch, 
Virginia 502c 
John F. Reynolds and 757 
Richmond, Virginia 427c 
Richmond raid 405c 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1862) 477c 
Philip Sheridan and 768 
Daniel E. Sickles and 775 
J. E. B. Stuart and 779 
Wilderness, Battle of the 
428 c 

Williamsport, Battle of 328c 
Mechanicsville, Battle of 172c- 
173c 

Meigs, Montgomery G. 31c, 733, 
733-734, 749 

Memphis, First Battle of 163c- 
164c 

Memphis, Tennessee 163c, 489c 


Middle Creek, Battle of 97c 
Milliken’s Bend, Battle of 306c 
Mills Springs, Battle of 100c 
Missionary Ridge, Battle of 
376c-377c 

Mobile, Alabama 562c, 567c, 584c 
Mobile Bay, Alabama 484c, 489c, 
491c, 620 

Mobile Bay, Battle of 479c, 4SJ, 
481c-483c, 620 
Monitor, USS 120, 248c 
Monitor and Merrimack. See 
Hampton Roads, Battle of 
Monocacy, Battle of 467c 
Monocacy, Maryland 465c, 467c 
Monroe, Fortress, Virginia 530c, 
532c, 592c 

Monroe’s Cross Roads, North 
Carolina 563 c, 564c 
Montgomery, Alabama 583c, 584c 
Moorefield, Battle of 483c 
Morgan, John H. 734-736, 735 
John C. Breckinridge and 
618 

Don C. Buell and 621 
Buffington Island, Battle of 
333c-334c 

Ambrose Burnside and 625 
Corydon, Indiana 326c 
death of 494c 
escape from prison 378c 
Kentucky raids 88c, 102c, 
150c, 180c, 181c, 183c, 

222c, 223c, 227c, 242c- 
247c, 250c, 273c, 320c, 

325c, 443c, 447c, 452c, 454c 
Louisiana and Nashville 
Railroad raid 194c 
Ohio cavalry raid 329c 
Pomeroy, Ohio 332c 
Salem, Indiana 327c 
SalinevOle, Battle of 335c 
Tennessee raids 124c, 191c, 
236c, 264c 

Vernon, Indiana 328c 
Wytheville, Virginia 435c 
Mormon expedition 603, 622 
Morton’s Ford, Battle of 395c 
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Mosby, John S. 736-738, 737 
Aldie, Virginia 336c 
Annandale, Virginia 339c 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
train burned 509c 
Bealton,Virginia 303c 
Bunker Hill, West Virginia 
426c 

Catlett’s Station Virginia 
367c 

Charles Town, West Virginia 
580c 

Dranesville, Virginia 276c, 
400c 

Fairfax Court House, Virginia 
257c, 269c, 338c 
Front Royal, Virginia 399c, 
434c 

Germantown, Virginia 383c 
Goresville, Virginia 525c 
Herndon Station, Virginia 
272c 

Hunter’s Mills, Virginia 
423c 

Leesburg, Virginia 385c 
Lewinsville, Virginia 382c 
Little River Turnpike, 

Virginia 274c 
Loudoun Heights, Virginia 
389c 

New Baltimore, Virginia 
364c 

Passpatansy Creek, Maryland 
562c 

Piedmont, Virginia 399c 
Rectortown, Virginia 387c 
Salem, Virginia 410c 
Seneca Mills, Maryland 308 c 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1864) 483c, 485c 
Upperville, Virginia 352c 
Warrenton, Virginia 291c, 
336c, 388c 

Waterford, Virginia 419c 
“mud March” 256c, 257c 
Munfordville, Kentucky 208 c, 
209c, 212c, 214c 

Murfreesboro, First Battle of 181c 


Murfreesboro, Second Battle of 
(Stone’s River) 245c-250c, 616, 
618 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 204c, 
233c, 239c, 530c 

N 

Nashville, Tennessee 228c, 229c, 
527c-528c, 530c-532c 
Nashville, Tennessee, Battle of 
533c-534c, 618 
Navajo Indians 341c, 388c 
naval operations 803 fw 
New Baltimore, Virginia 346c, 
364c 

New Bern, Battle of 123c 
New Bern, North Carolina 269c, 
393c-394c 

New Hope Church, Battle of 444c 
New Market, Battle of 439c, 618 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Nathaniel P. Banks replaces 
Butler 229c, 240c 
Benjamin F. Butler and 145c, 
152c, 227c, 626 
first slave regiment mustered 
into Union 216c 
strategic importance to 
Union 82c-83c 
New Orleans expedition 

David G. Farragut and 121c, 
129c 

Union approach to city 132 c, 
135c, 139c-144c 
Newtonia, Missouri 216 c, 218 c, 
515c 

New York City 328c, 532c, 535c, 
537c 

Norfolk, Virginia 144c, 150c 
North Anna River 443c-445c 


0 

Oak Grove, Battle of 171c-172c 
Okolona, Mississippi 401c, 468c, 
469c 

Olustee, Battle of 400 c 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
195c, 196c 


Overland campaign 428c-447c, 
449c, 815m 

P 

Paducah, Battle of 412c 

Pamunkey River, Virginia 445 c- 
446c 

peace negotiations 

Jefferson Davis and 424c, 
518c, 521c, 541c, 544c, 

547c, 549c, 551c 
Horace Greeley and 52 c, 465 c 
Abraham Lincoln and 465c, 
539c, 544c, 545c, 549c- 
551c, 561c 

Peachtree Creek, Battle of 471c- 
472c 

Pea Ridge, Battle of 118c-l 19c 

Pemberton, Fort 270c, 271c 

Pemberton, John C. 739-740 
Ulysses S. Grant and 668 
Benjamin H. Grierson and 
670 

Joseph E. Johnston and 701 
William L. Loring and 719 
Newton Station, Mississippi 
285c 

David D. Porter and 750 
Salisbury, North Carolina 
584c 

Earl Van Dorn and 788 
Vicksburg, siege of 284c, 
286c, 294c-299c, 311c, 

317c, 323c 

Peninsula (Peninsular) campaign 
Edward P. Alexander and 
603-604 

Richard H. Anderson and 
605 

conclusion of 192 c 
Drewry’s Bluff 151c 
Joseph E. Johnston and 136c, 
138c, 144c 

George B. McClellan’s 
approach to Richmond 
158c 

McClellan’s Harrison 

Landing withdrawal 178c 
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Richmond 131c, 157c, 
160c-161c 

Daniel E. Sickles and 775 
Yorktown, siege of 145c 
Perryville, Battle of 219c, 220c, 
616,621 

Petersburg, siege of 455c-457c, 
459c-461c, 488c, 489c, 575c 
Edward P. Alexander and 604 
Richard H. Anderson and 606 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
614 

Ambrose E. Burnside and 625 
Petersburg, Virginia 432 c, 478 c, 
487c, 537c, 550c, 570c, 574c 
Philippi, Battle of 35c-36c 
Pickett, George E. 740-742, 741 
Edward P. Alexander and 604 
Richard El. Anderson and 
606 

Appomattox, Virginia 572c 
Dinwiddie Court House, 
Virginia 573c 
Abner Doubleday and 645 
Eive Forks, Virginia 573c 
Gaines’s Mill, Battle of 173c 
Gettysburg, Battle of 322 c 
John Gibbon and 663 
Winfield S. Hancock and 677 
Robert F. Hoke and 687 
Fitzhugh Lee and 709 
Robert E. Lee and 711 
James Longstreet and 717 
George G. Meade and 732 
New Bern, North Garolina 
393c-394c 

Sayler’s Creek, Virginia 579c 
Philip Sheridan and 769 
Suffolk, Virginia 285c 
Pickett’s Mills, Battle of 445c 
Piedmont, Virginia 399c, 450c- 
451c 

Pillow, Fort, Battle of 417c-418c 
Pillow, Fort, massacre 418c, 427c 
Pillow, Gideon J. 742-744 
Belmont, Battle of 80c 
John G. Breckinridge and 
617 


Donelson, Fort, Battle of 
107c-lllc 

John B. Floyd and 658 
Ulysses S. Grant and 667, 

668 

Joseph Hooker and 690 
Albert S. Johnston and 700 
John B. Magruder and 730 
Leonidas Polk and 746 
Pleasant Hill, Battle of 416c 
Pleasant Hill, Missouri 180c, 297c 
Pleasonton, Alfred 744, 744-745 
Big Blue River, Missouri 513c 
John Buford and 623 
Samuel R. Gurtis and 636 
George A. Custer and 637 
Jefferson City, Missouri 507c 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Little Blue River, Missouri 
512c 

Missouri antiguerilla 
operations 485c 
Sterling Porter and 754 
William S. Rosecrans and 
761 

Joseph O. Shelby and 767 
J. E. B. Stuart and 778-779 
Plymouth, North Carolina 420c, 
422 c 

Poison Springs, Arkansas, Battle 
of 421c 

Polk, Leonidas 745-747 

Atlanta campaign 431c 
Belmont, Battle of 79c, 80c 
Chickamauga, Battle of 
351c-352c 

Columbus, Kentucky 116c 
Jefferson Davis and 643 
death of 455 c 
Ulysses S. Grant and 667 
Henry, Fort, Battle of 104c 
Thomas C. Hindman and 
686 

William L. Loring and 719 
Meridian campaign 397c 
Munfordville, Kentucky 209c 
Murfreesboro, Battle of 247 c, 
250c 


Perryville 220c 
Gideon J. Pillow and 743 
Resaca, Battle of 438c 
Philip Sheridan and 768 
William T. Sherman and 771 
Pope, John 747,747-748 

Nathaniel P. Banks and 611 
John Buford and 622 
Bull Run, Second Battle of 
199c-201c 

Ambrose Burnside and 624 
Cedar Mountain, Battle of 
191c 

Richard S. Ewell and 653 
Andrew H. Foote and 659 
Gordonsville, Virginia 182 c 
John B. Hood and 688 
Joseph Hooker and 690 
Island No. 10, Battle of 124c, 
131c 

Philip Kearny and 704 
Fitzhugh Lee and 708 
Robert E. Lee and 711 
Lexington, Missouri 92c 
Abraham Lincoln and 714 
James Longstreet and 716 
Manassas Junction, Virginia 
197c 

George B. McClellan and 724 
Irvin McDowell and 728 
George G. Meade and 731 
New Madrid, Missouri 117c, 
123c 

Orange Court House, 
Virginia 187c 
Fitz John Porter and 751 
John F. Reynolds and 757 
Rienzi, Mississippi 162 c 
William S. Rosecrans and 
760 

Shenandoah Valley 180c 
Franz Sigel and 777 
J. E. B. Stuart and 778 
Poplar Springs Church, Virginia 
502c, 504c 

Porter, David D. 748-750, 749 
CSS Arkansas 189c 
Arkansas, Fort 252c 
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Nathaniel P. Banks and 612 
Beaufort, North Carolina 
540c 

Blair’s Landing, Louisiana 
419c 

Benjamin F. Butler and 627 
Charles H. Davis and 641 
David G. Farragut and 655, 
656 

Fisher, Fort, North Carolina 
535c, 536c, 539c, 542c-545c 
Grand Gulf, Battle of 287c 
Grand Gulf, Mississippi 
284c, 285c, 292c 
Ulysses S. Grant and 668 
Hindman, Fort 251c, 253c 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and 
707 

Mansfield Lovell and 720 
Malvern Hill, Battle of 177c 
Montgomery G. Meigs and 
733 

Mississippi River operations 
98c 

Mobile, Alabama 34c 
New Orleans expedition 83c, 
84c, 101c, 121c, 135c, 139c, 
144c 

John C. Pemberton and 740 
Fitz John Porter and 750 
Port Hudson, siege of 324c 
Red River, Louisiana 424c- 
426c 

Red River campaign 393c, 
406c-408c, 413c, 414c, 

417c, 438c, 440c, 442c 
Richmond, Virginia 577c 
Steele’s Bayou 271c, 273c 
Strong, Fort, North Garolina 
557c 

Richard Taylor and 781 
Alfred H. Terry and 783 
Vicksburg, siege of 244c, 
245c, 255c, 257c, 259c- 
260c, 277c, 282c, 288c, 

292c 

Wilmington, North Carolina 
541c 


Porter, Fitz John 750-752, 751 
Antietam 210c 
Boteler’s Ford, Maryland 
212c 

BuU Run, Second Battle of 
199c, 200c 

court-martial of 252c, 256c 
Gaines’s Mill, Battle of 173 c, 
174c 

Hanover Court House, 
Virginia 158c 
John B. Hood and 688 
Robert E. Lee and 710-711 
Mechanicsville, Battle of 172c 
Montgomery C. Meigs and 
733 

John C. Pemberton and 740 
Peninsula campaign 157c, 
168c 

John Pope and 748 
David D. Porter and 748 
John M. Schofield and 763 
Richard Taylor and 781 
Alfred H. Terry and 783, 784 
Port Hudson, siege of 271c, 300c, 
302c, 307c, 309c, 310c, 316c, 
324c, 326c, 612 

Port Republic, Battle of 165c- 
166c 

Port Republic, Virginia 163c, 501c 
Port Royal, South Carolina 77c- 
80c, 591c 

Powder River, Battle of 598c 
Prairie Grove, Battle of 236c-237c 
Price, Sterling 752-754, 753 
William Anderson and 609 
Big Blue River, Missouri 512c 
Bonham, Texas 523c 
Boonsboro, Missouri 508c 
Camden, Arkansas 420c, 

424c 

Cane Hill, Arkansas 518c 
Carrollton, Missouri 510c 
Corinth, Mississippi 216c, 
217c 

Samuel R. Curtis and 636 
Davidson, Fort, Missouri 
501c 


Fredericktown, Missouri 501c 
Helena, Arkansas 324c 
luka, Mississippi 208c, 209c, 
212c, 213c 

Jefferson City, Missouri 507c 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and 
707 

Lake Springs, Missouri 504c 
Laynesport, Arkansas 528 c 
Leasburg, Missouri 503c 
Lexington, Missouri 64c-67c, 
511c 

Nathaniel Lyon and 721 
Ben McCulloch and 726 
Miller’s Station, Missouri 
505c 

Newtonia, Missouri 515c 
Ozark, Missouri 252c 
Paris, Missouri 510c 
Pea Ridge, Battle of 108 c, 
116c 

Alfred Pleasonton and 745 
John Pope and 747 
Prairie D’Ane, Arkansas 417c 
prisoner exchange 75c, 77c 
William C. Quantrill and 
755 

William S. Rosecrans and 
760-761 

Joseph O. Shelby and 766 
Franz Sigel and 776 
Earl Van Dorn and 787 
Washington, Missouri 505 c 
Westport, Missouri, Battle 
of 513c 

Wilson’s Creek, Battle of 
54c-56c 

prisoners of war 336c, 420c, 487c, 
547c 

Q 

Quantrill, William C. 755-756 
William Anderson and 609 
Baxter Springs, Battle of 
357c-358c 
death of 590c, 594c 
Independence, Missouri 
191c 
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Kansas 205c, 228c 
Lawrence massacre 342 c 
manhunt for 102 c 
Missouri 217c, 233c, 485c 
Pleasant Hill, Missouri 180c, 
297c 

John M. Schofield and 762 

R 

railroads 504c, 505c, 509c. See also 
specific railroads, e.g.: Macon 
and Western Railroad 
Rappahannock Station, First 
Battle of 195c-197c 
Rappahannock Station, Second 
Battle of 369c 

Reams’s Station, Virginia 489c, 
490c 

Red River, Louisiana 424c, 425c 
Red River campaign 393c, 406c- 
417c, 418, 438c, 440c, 442c, 612 
Resaca, Battle of 438 c 
Reynolds, John F. 757-758 
John Buford and 623 
Bull Run, First Battle of 49c 
BuU Run, Second Battle of 
199c 

Abner Doubleday and 645 
Gettysburg, Battle of 318c- 
319c 

John Gibbon and 662, 663 
Winfield S. Hancock and 
677 

Ambrose P. Hill and 683 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
George G. Meade and 732 
Mechanicsville, Battle of 
172c 

Richmond, Kentucky, Battle of 
200c, 201c 
Richmond, Virginia 

Richard A. Anderson’s 
reinforcement of defenses 
497c 

Bread Riot 277c 
Benjamin F. Butler and 503c 
evacuation of 575c 
David G. Farragut and 578c 


Ulysses S. Grant probes 
defenses 502c 
Robert F. Hoke and 503c 
Robert E. Lee and 503c 
James Longstreet and defense 
of 264c 

George B. McClellan advance 
152c, 155c 

Oak Grove, Battle of 171c- 
172c 

Peninsula campaign 131c, 
157c, 159c-161c 
David D. Porter and 577c 
siege of 537c 

Rich Mountain, Battle of 44c 
Ringgold Gap, Battle of 378c- 
379c 

Roanoke Island, North Carolina, 
Battle of 107c-108c 
Rodgers, John 758-760, 759 
CSS Atlanta 312c 
Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia 153 c 
Samuel F. Du Pont and 647 
Andrew H. Foote and 659 
Malvern Hill, Battle of 178 c 
Rome, Georgia 508c, 519c 
Rosecrans, William S. 760, 
760-761 

Braxton Bragg and 616 
Don C. Buell and 621 
Burnsville, Tennessee 250c 
Carnifex Ferry, Battle of 60 c, 
62c, 63c 

Catlett’s Gap, Georgia 350c 
Chattanooga, siege of 354c- 
355c, 362c 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
319c, 344c, 347c, 349c, 353c 
Chickamauga, Battle of 
351c-352c 

Patrick R. Cleburne and 631 
Corinth, Mississippi 217c, 
218c 

George Crook and 634 
Nathan B. Forrest and 661 
Ulysses S. Grant and 668 
William J. Hardee and 679 
John B. Hood and 688 


luka, Mississippi 208c, 213c 
Kentucky offensive 242 c 
James Longstreet and 717 
Mansfield LoveU and 720 
James B. McPherson and 728 
Murfreesboro, Battle of 
245c-251c 

Alfred Pleasonton and 745 
Sterling Porter and 753 
Rich Mountain, Battle of 
43c, 44c 

Shelbyville, Tennessee 316c 
Philip Sheridan and 768 
Snow Hill, Tennessee 304c 
George H. Thomas and 785 
Tullahoma Campaign 323 c 
Earl Van Dorn and 787 
Joseph Wheeler and 792 

s 

Salem Church, Battle of 292c 
Salineville, Battle of 335c 
Sanders, Eort, Battle of 379c-380c 
Santee (Sioux) Indians 265c, 477c 
Savannah, Georgia 515c, 531c, 
534c, 535c, 544c, 547c 
Saylor’s Creek, Battle of 606 
Schofield, John M. 762-763, 763 
Anderson, Eort, North 
Carolina 554c 

Atlanta campaign 431c, 480c, 
491c, 492c 

Chattahoochie River, Georgia 
465c, 466c 

Patrick R. Cleburne and 632 
Columbia, Tennessee 523 c, 
524c 

Samuel R. Curtis and 636 
East Point, Georgia 483 c 
Franklin, Tennessee 526c- 
527c 

Goldsborough, North 
Carolina 569c 
Greeneville, Tennessee 420 c 
John B. Hood and 689 
Kennesaw Mountain, Battle 
of 461c-462c 
Nathaniel Lyon and 722 
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Nashville, Tennessee 527c, 
528c 

Neuse River Bridge, North 
Carolina 567c 
New Hope Church, Battle 
of 445c 

Newtonia, Missouri 218c 
Fitz John Porter and 752 
Resaca, Battle of 438c 
William T. Sherman and 771 
Spring Hill, Tennessee 525c 
Alfred H. Terry and 783 
George H. Thomas and 786 
Utoy Creek, Georgia 482 c 
Wilmington, North Garolina 
554c, 557c 

James H. Wilson and 796 
Scott, Winfield 7c, 8 c, 16 c, 17 c, 
763-765, 764 
Anaconda Plan 24c, 28c 
Richard H. Anderson and 
605 

Robert Anderson and 607 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
613 

John C. Breckinridge and 
617 

Bull Run, First Battle of 45 c 
Edward R. S. Ganby and 628 
Samuel R. Gurtis and 636 
Jefferson Davis and 642 
Richard S. Ewell and 652 
Josiah Gorgas and 665 
Ulysses S. Grant and 667 
Henry W. Halleck and 673 
Winfield S. Hancock and 
677 

William J. Hardee and 679 
Daniel H. Hill and 683 
Joseph Hooker and 689 
Benjamin Huger and 693 
Thomas J. Jackson and 697 
Albert S. Johnston and 699 
Joseph E. Johnston and 701 
Philip Kearny and 703 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and 
706 

Robert E. Lee and 710 


Abraham Lincoln and 713, 
714 

James Longstreet and 716 
William L. Loring and 718 
Mansfield Lovell and 719 
Nathaniel Lyon and 721 
George B. McGlellan and 
723 

Irvin McDowell and 726 
George G. Meade and 731 
John G. Pemberton and 739 
George E. Pickett and 
740-741 

Gideon J. Pillow and 742 
Fitz John Porter and 750 
Raphael Semmes and 765 
Henry H. Sibley and 773 
Earl Van Dorn and 787 
Stand Watie and 790 
Secessionville, Battle of 168c-168c 
Selma, Alabama 569c, 575c-576c 
Seminole War, Second 607,615, 
620 

Semmes, Raphael 765-766 
Alabama-Kearsarge battle 
458c, 459c 

Azores 204c, 205c, 207c, 

209c, 210c, 212c 
Bermuda 121 c, 219c 
Brazil 271c, 274c, 278c, 281c, 
286c, 292c, 425c 
\JSS Brilliant seizure 218c 
Gape Verde 424c 
Garibbean 51c, 259c 
Gherbourg, France 454c, 

457c 

Guba 42c, 237c 
Gibraltar 100c 
Golden Eagle/Olive Jane 
seizures 265c 
Haiti 236c, 258c 
USS Hatteras 253c 
Leeward Islands 85c, 86c 
Martinique 231c, 232c 
Nova Scotia 221c, 223c-226c 
David D. Porter and 750 
Puerto Rico 262 c 
South America 68c 


GSS Sumter abandoned at 
Gibraltar 135c 
Washington seizure and 
release 267c 
West Indies 88 c 
Gharles Wilkes and 794 
Seven Days’Battles 172c-173c, 
807fw 

Seven Pines, Battle of 160c-162c 
Shelby, Joseph O. 766-767 

Arrow Rock, Missouri 360 c 
Big Blue River, Missouri 512c 
Boonville, Missouri 359c 
Gane Hill, Arkansas 233c 
Humansville, Missouri 357c 
Ironton, Missouri 501c 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and 
707 

Mark’s Mills, Arkansas 424c 
Moffat’s Station, Arkansas 
355c 

Neosho, Missouri 356c 
New Haven, Kentucky 479c 
Newtonia, Missouri 216c, 
218c, 515c 

Red River campaign 414c 
Westport, Missouri, Battle 
of 513c 

Joseph Wheeler and 793 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1862) 125c, 126c, 140c, 143c- 
145c, 158c-160c 
Turner Ashby and 610 
Harrisonburg 163c 
Luray Valley 155 c 
George B. McClellan at 
Williamsburg 148c 
McDowell, western Virginia 
149c, 152c 
New Market 154c 
John Pope and 180c 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1864) 471c-474c, 476c, 479c, 
483c-487c, 489c, 491c, 494c, 
495c, 497c, 499c, 500c, 506c, 
507c, 512c, 519c 

Shepherdstown, Battle of 212c- 
213c 
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Sheridan, Philip H. 767-770, 768 
Amelia Court House, 
Virginia 577c 
Richard H. Anderson and 
606 

Appomattox, Virginia 572c, 
581c 

Beaver Dam Station, Virginia 
565c 

Berryville, Virginia 493c 
Booneville, Battle of 178 c 
John C. Breckinridge and 
618 

Cedar Creek, Virginia 486c, 
508c, 510c511c 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
561c 

Cold Harbor, Battle of 447 c 
George Crook and 634 
Cumberland Church, 
Virginia 580c 
George A. Custer and 637, 
638 

Dinwiddie Court House, 
Virginia 572c-573c 
Jubal A. Early and 650 
Richard S. Ewell and 654 
Fisher’s Hill, Battle of 499c- 
500c 

Five Forks, Virginia 573c 
Goochland Court House, 
Virginia 564c 
John B. Gordon and 664 
Ulysses S. Grant and 669 
Benjamin H. Grierson and 
671 

Wade Hampton and 676 
Winfield S. Hancock and 
678 

Hanover Court House, 
Virginia 566c 

Harrisonburg, Virginia 501c 
John D. Imboden and 696 
James River, Virginia 571c 
Jetersville, Virginia 578c 
Fitzhugh Lee and 708, 709 
Robert E. Lee and 712 
Abraham Lincoln and 714 


Lynchburg, Virginia 559c 
George G. Meade and 732 
Montgomery C. Meigs and 
734 

Missionary Ridge, Battle of 
376c 

John S. Mosby and 737 
Murfreesboro, Battle of 247c 
North Anna River 443 c 
Perryville 219c, 220c 
Petersburg, siege of 461c 
Petersburg, Virginia 475 c 
George E. Pickett and 742 
Richmond, Virginia 432c 
John M. Schofield and 763 
Shenandoah Valley campaign 
(1864) 476c, 479c, 482c- 
486c, 488c, 489c, 491c, 
493c, 495c, 499c, 500c, 
506c, 507c 

William T. Sherman and 772 
J. E. B. Stuart and 779 
Alfred H. Terry and 784 
TrevUian Station, Battle of 
453c, 454c 

Virginia Central Railroad 
raid 450c-452c 
Waynesboro, Virginia 503 c, 
560c 

Wilderness, Battle of the 
431c 

James H. Wilson and 795 
Winchester, Third Battle of 
498c 

Winchester, Virginia 487c, 
492c 

Winchester, West Virginia 
488c, 494c 

Yellow Tavern, Battle of 436c 
Sherman, William T. 770-772, 

771 

Robert Anderson and 608 
Angley’s Post Office, South 
Carolina 550c 
Arkansas, Fort 252c 
Arkansas expedition 251c 
Atlanta, Battle of 490 c 
Atlanta, siege of 484c 


Atlanta campaign 431c, 438c, 
439c, 445c, 452c, 453c, 

456c, 457c, 462c-^65c, 

468c, 469c, 472c, 474c, 

476c, 479c, 480c, 484c, 

486c, 488c-495c 
Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
614 

Bentonville, North Carolina 
568c 

Birdsong Ferry, Mississippi 
324c 

Branchville, South Carolina 
553c 

John C. Breckinridge and 
618 

Don C. Buell and 621 
Buford’s Bridge, South 
Carolina 550c 
Charleston, South Carolina 
552c 

Chattahoochie River, Georgia 
465 c 

Chattanooga, siege of 363 c, 
364c 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
353c, 371c 

Cheraw, South Carolina 561c 
Chesterfield, South Carolina 
560c 

Patrick R. Cleburne and 631 
Clinton, Mississippi 326c, 
328c 

Columbia, South Carolina 
554c-556c 

Combahee River, South 
Carolina 548 c 

John A. B. Dahlgren and 640 
Dallas, Georgia 445c 
Edisto River Bridge, South 
Carolina 551c 
Fairburn, Georgia 488c 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
562c, 565c 

Nathan B. Forrest and 497c, 
661 

Goldsborough, North 
Carolina 569c 
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Ulysses S. Grant and 668, 

669 

Greensboro ugh. North 
Carolina 584c 
Henry W. Halleck and 674 
Wade Hampton and 676 
Hanging Rock, South 
Carolina 559c 
William J. Hardee and 
679-680 

Hill, Fort, Mississippi 302c 
John B. Hood and 688, 689 
Joseph Hooker and 691 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
Jackson, Mississippi 325c, 
327c, 330c, 331c 
Joseph E. Johnston and 584c, 
585c, 588c, 701 
Jonesboro, Battle of 492c- 
493c 

Kennesaw Mountain, Battle 
of 462 c, 463 c 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Knoxville, siege of 379c 
Robert E. Lee and 712 
Abraham Lincoln and 714 
James Longstreet and 717 
William L. Loring and 719 
Stephen B. Luce and 542c 
march from Savannah, 
Georgia 544c 
march to Columbia, South 
Carolina 545 c 
March to the Sea 520, 520c- 
535c, 814m 

James B. McPherson and 
729 

Montgomery C. Meigs and 
734 

Memphis, Tennessee 489c 
Meridian campaign 394c- 
397c 

John C. Pemberton and 740 
Leonidas Polk and 746 
David D. Porter and 749 
Raleigh, North Carolina 583 c 
Red River campaign 393c, 
406c, 407c 


Resaca, Battle of 438c, 439c 
Richmond, Virginia 495 c 
Rocky Mount, South 
Carolina 558c 
Rome, Georgia 508c, 519c 
Savannah, Georgia 515c, 
531c, 534c 

John M. Schofield and 762, 
763 

Philip Sheridan and 769 
Shiloh, Battle of 132c, 
134c-135c 

Smyrna, Georgia 464c 
Special Field Order No. 15 
544c 

Edwin M. Stanton and 540c 
Steele’s Bayou 271c, 273c 
Tallahatchie Bridge, 
Mississippi 168c 
Alfred H. Terry and 783 
George H. Thomas and 785, 
786 

Vicksburg, siege of 241c- 
246c, 277c, 281c, 287c, 
295c-297c, 299c, 300c, 

303c, 320c 

Lew Wallace and 789 
Joseph Wheeler and 792 
Whippy Swamp, South 
Carolina 549c 
James H. Wilson and 796 
Sherman’s march through Georgia 
(March to the Sea) 520, 520c- 
535c, 814m 

Shiloh, Battle of 132c-135c, J33, 
614,615,621,806m 
Sibley, Henry H. 772-774, 773 
Bisland, Fort 280c 
Edward R. S. Canby and 628 
James H. Carleton and 630 
Cubero, New Mexico 
Territory 117c 
Sterling Porter and 754 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 117c 
Santee campaign 214c-215c 
Richard Taylor and 781 
Valverde, Battle of 112c, 

113c 


Sickles, Daniel E. 774-776, 775 
Richard H. Anderson and 
606 

Chancellorsville, Battle of 
289c 

Gettysburg, Battle of 320c 
Winfield S. Hancock and 677 
John B. Hood and 688 
James Longstreet and 717 
George G. Meade and 732 
Oak Grove, Battle of 171c 
John E. Reynolds and 758 
Seven Pines, Virginia 168 c 
Sigel, Franz 776, 776-777 
John C. Breckinridge and 
618 

Bull Run, Second Battle of 
199c, 200c 

Bunker Hill, West Virginia 
426c 

Carthage, Battle of 42 c 
Samuel R. Curtis and 636 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
John D. Imboden and 696 
Abraham Lincoln and 714 
Nathaniel Lyon and 722 
Ben McCulloch and 726 
New Market, Battle of 439c 
Pea Ridge, Battle of 119c 
Sterling Porter and 753 
John M. Schofield and 762 
Virginia Central Railroad 
426c 

Wilson’s Creek, Battle of 55c 
Sioux Indians 189c, 193c, 549c, 
592c, 598c 

Sioux uprising 193c-196c 
slaves/slavery. See also Thirteenth 
Amendment 

in 1st South Carolina 
Volunteer Infantry 254c 
abolished in Washington, 

D.C. 130c 

abolition in Louisiana 414c 
abolition petitions and bills 
introduced in Congress 88c 
abolition proposed in 
Tennessee 391c 
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assimilation of freed 541c 
Confederate Constitution 
provision 17c 
constitutional amendments 
to outlaw 540c 
as “contraband of war” 33c 
Crittenden Compromise 6c, 
10c 

Crittenden Resolution 50c 
Jefferson Davis’s resolutions 
Ic, 2c 

enlistment 356c, 402c 
excluded from military 
camps 84c 

fugitives expelled from Fort 
Holt, Kentucky 93 c 
fugitive slaves as Union 
laborers 191c 
Impressment Act 275c 
Kansas constitution 12c 
legal status of fugitives 80c 
Lincoln’s early stance 16c 
Maryland abolishes 517c 
Meridian campaign 397c 
Missouri State Convention 
votes to end 319c 
reaffirmation amendment 
15c 

Second Confiscation Act 
182c 

Union stance on fugitives 
35c, 39c 

slave trade 13c, 25c, 38c, 113c, 
134c 

Smith, Fort, Arkansas 476c, 478c, 
479c 

South Mountain, Battle of 207c- 
208c 

Spanish Fort, Alabama 571c, 581c 
Spotsylvania Court House, Battle 
of 432c-441c, 435, 604, 606, 

625 

Stanton, Edwin M. 215c, 540c 
Staunton, Virginia 148c, 461c 
Steele’s Bayou 271c, 273c 
Stoneman’s raid 623 
Stone’s River, Battle of See 
Murfreesboro, Second Battle of 


Strong, Fort, North Carolina 
557c, 558c 

Stuart, J. E. B. 778-780, 779 
Brandy Station, Battle of 
243c, 306c-307c 
Buckland Mills, Battle of 362c 
John Buford and 622-623 
Carmel Church, Virginia 
184c 

Catlett’s Station Virginia 
195c, 360c 

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
221c 

Chancellorsville, Battle of 
288c-290c 

Chantilly, Battle of 202 c 
Culpeper Court House, 
Virginia 246c 
George A. Custer and 637 
Dranesvrlle, Battle of 92 c 
Dumfries, Virginia 244c 
Edward’s Eerry, Maryland 
344c 

Fairfax Court House, Virginia 
317c 

Gettysburg, Battle of 319c, 
321c, 322c 

Hall’s Woods, Maryland 
318c 

Wade Hampton and 675, 

676 

Joseph E. Johnston and 701 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Fitzhugh Lee and 708 
Robert E. Lee and 711 
George B. McClellan and 724 
John S. Mosby and 736 
Murfreesboro, Battle of 249c 
New Baltimore, Virginia 
346c 

Occoquan Creek 244c 
Alfred Pleasonton and 744 
Poolesville, Virginia 221c 
Richmond, Virginia 432c 
Robertson’s River, Virginia 
355c 

Rockville, Maryland 315c 
Joseph O. Shelby and 767 


Philip Sheridan and 768 
Utz’s Ford, Virginia 358c 
Warrenton Junction, Virginia 
231c 

Joseph Wheeler and 793 
Williamsport, Battle of 325c 
Yellow Tavern, Battle of 436c 
Suffolk, Virginia 279c, 285c, 289c, 
291c-292c 

Sumter, Fort, South Carolina 22 
Richard H. Anderson and 
584c 

Robert Anderson and 
607-608 

Pierre G. T. Beauregard and 
613 

first battle 21c-22c 
Abraham Lincoln and 713 
Union bombardment (1863) 
340c-343c, 345c, 347c, 348, 
349c, 365c-368c, 370c, 

371c, 373c, 375c, 382c-383c 

T 

Taylor, Richard 781-782 

Nathaniel P. Banks and 612 
Bisland, Fort 279c-281c 
Edward R. S. Canby and 629 
Cross Keys, Battle of 165c 
Nathan B. Forrest and 661 
Front Royal, Virginia 156c 
Wade Hampton and 676 
Henderson’s Hill, Louisiana 
410c 

John B. Hood and 689 
Edmund Kirby-Smith and 
707 

John B. Magruder and 730 
Mansfield, Battle of 415c 
Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana 
305c 

Pleasant Hill, Battle of 416c 
Port Republic, Battle of 166c 
Red River campaign 412c 
Henry H. Sibley and 774 
Terry, Alfred H. 782-784, 783 
Beaufort, North Carolina 
540c 



Index 857 


Bottom Church, Virginia 
442 c 

Benjamin F. Butler and 627 
Charles City, Virginia 514c 
George A. Custer and 638 
Darbytown Road, Virginia 
509c 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 
565c 

Fisher, Fort, North Carolina 
538c, 542c, 543c 
Harrison, Fort, Virginia 507c 
Robert F. Hoke and 687 
James Island, South Carolina 
331c 

David D. Porter and 750 
Philip Sheridan and 769 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
541c 

Thirteenth Amendment 389c, 
415c, 455c, 548c 

Thomas, George H. 784-786, 785 
Atlanta campaign 431c, 470c, 
471c, 491c 

Don G. Buell and 621 
Bull’s Gap, Tennessee 519c 
Genterville, Tennessee 366c 
Gharleston, Tennessee 386c 
Ghattahoochie River, Georgia 
465c 

Ghattanooga, Battle of 374c 
Ghattanooga, siege of 362c, 
363c, 367c 

Ghattanooga, Tennessee 353c 
Ghickamauga, Battle of 352c 
George B. Grittenden and 
633 

Dalton, First Battle of 401- 
403c 

Jefferson Davis and 642 
Ulysses S. Grant and 668 
William J. Hardee and 679 
John B. Hood and 689 
Oliver O. Howard and 692 
Albert S. Johnston and 699 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Mills Springs, Battle of 99 c, 
100c 


Missionary Ridge, Battle of 
376c 

Murfreesboro, Battle of 247c 
Nashville, Battle of 527c, 
528c, 530c-534c 
Resaca, Battle of 439c 
William S. Rosecrans and 
761 

John M. Schofield and 762 
Philip Sheridan and 768 
William T. Sherman and 771 
James H. Wilson and 796 
Thoroughfare Gap, Battle of 198 c 
Tom’s Brook, Virginia 507c, 508c 
Trevilian Station, Battle of 452 c- 
454c 

Tupelo, Battle of 469c-470c 
Tuscumbia, Alabama 265c, 516c 

u 

Utoy Greek, Georgia 480c-481c, 
483c 

V 

Van Dorn, Earl 19c, 21c, 787-788 
Baton Rouge, Battle of 188c 
Samuel R. Gurtis and 636 
death of 293c 
Nathan B. Forrest and 660 
Franklin, Tennessee 268 c, 
279c 

Benjamin H. Grierson and 
670 

William J. Hardee and 679 
Holly Springs, Mississippi 
242 c 

Mansfield Lovell and 720 
Ben McGulloch and 726 
James B. McPherson and 728 
Pea Ridge, Battle of 116c-119c 
John G. Pemberton and 739, 
740 

Sterling Porter and 753 
William S. Rosecrans and 761 
Franz Sigel and 111 
Star of the West seizure 24c 
Thompson’s Station, 
Tennessee 268 c 


Tuscumbia, Alabama 265c 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 175 c 
Vicksburg, siege of 245c 
Stand Watie and 791 
Vicksburg, Battle of 226c, 228c- 
230c 

Vicksburg, siege of 242c-246c, 
255c, 259c-260c, 276c-277c, 
279c, 281c, 284c-286c, 303c, 
311c, 316c, 317c, 320c, 323c- 
324c, 812m 
Virginia, GSS 620 
Virginia Gentral Railroad 426c, 
445c, 450c, 451c 

w 

Wallace, Lew 789-790 

Turner Ashby and 610 
Donelson, Fort, Battle of 
110c 

Jubal A. Early and 650 
Ulysses S. Grant and 668 
Henry W. Halleck and 673 
Monocacy, Battle of 467c 
Shiloh, Battle of 133c 
Wapping Heights, Battle of 334c 
Warrenton, Mississippi 275c, 

276c 

Warrenton, Virginia 225c, 231c, 
274c, 291c, 336c, 388c 
Washington, D.G. See District of 
Golumbia 

Washington, North Garolina 
125c, 273c, 276c, 281c, 424c 
Waterloo Bridge, Battle of 195c- 
197c 

Watie, Stand 118c-l 19c, 476c, 
478c, 479c, 725, 787, 790-791 
Wauhatchie, Battle of 365c-366c 
Waynesboro, Virginia 502c, 503c, 
560c 

Weldon Railroad 488c, 489c 
western campaigns 814m 
Westport, Missouri, Battle of 513c 
Wheeler, Joseph 791-793, 792 
Antioch Station, Tennessee 
278c 

Ashland, Tennessee 254c 
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Atlanta campaign 431c, 477c, 
484c 

Buck Head Creek, Georgia 
525c 

Cape Fear River, North 
Carolina 570c 
Charleston, Tennessee 386c 
Chattanooga, siege of 355c 
Patrick R. Cleburne and 631 
Corinth, Mississippi 219c 
George Crook and 634 
Cumberland Iron Works, 
Tennessee 261c 
Dalton, Georgia 485c 
JonesviUe, Virginia 380c 
Hugh J. Kilpatrick and 705 
Fitzhugh Lee and 709 
Leet’s Tan Yard, Georgia 406c 
James Longstreet and 717 
Lovejoy Station, Georgia 
521c 

Macon, Georgia 522c 
Mill Creek, Tennessee 236c 
John H. Morgan and 735 
Murfreesboro 247c, 249c 
Perryville 220c 
Joseph O. Shelby and 767 
Smith’s Cross Roads, 
Tennessee 356c 


Stone’s River Railroad bridge 
357c 

Tennessee raids 252c, 495c 
USS Hastings capture 254c 
Waynesboro, Georgia 528 c- 
529c 

White House, Virginia 151c, 153c 
Wilderness, Battle of the 428c- 
431c, 604, 606,625 
Wilkes, Charles 81c, 793, 793-795 
Williamsburg, Virginia 147c-148c 
Williamsport, Battle of 325c, 

326c, 328c-330c 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
541c, 554c, 557c 
Wilson, James H. 795, 795-796 
George A. Custer and 637 
Jefferson Davis and 644 
Nathan B. Forrest and 661 
Benjamin H. Grierson and 
671 

Macon, Georgia 586c 
Montgomery, Alabama 583c, 
584c 

Nashville, Tennessee 528c 
Nashville, Tennessee, Battle 
of 533c, 534c 
Petersburg, siege of 460 c 
John M. Schofield and 762 


Selma, Alabama 569c, 575c 
Spring Hill, Tennessee 525 c 
Stoney Creek Station, 
Virginia 463 c 
Richard Taylor and 782 
Yazoo Pass expedition 259c, 
260c 

Wilson’s Creek, Battle of 55c-56c 

Winchester, First Battle of 157c, 
610,611 

Winchester, Second Battle of 
310c-311c 

Winchester, Third Battle of 498 c 

Winchester, Virginia 160c, 464c, 
474c, 492c 

Winchester, West Virginia 488c, 
494c 

Woodstock, Virginia 154c, 162c 

Worden, John L. 20c, 114c, 119c- 
121c, 258c, 260c, 647, 796-798, 
797 

Wytheville, Virginia 435c, 534c 

Y 

Yazoo Pass 259c, 260c, 263c 

Yellow Tavern, Battle of 436c 

Yorktown, Battle of 131c-132c 

Yorktown, Virginia 137c, 145c 



